
Academy for Civil Services Pvt. Ltd.

Complete One year Current 

Affairs Compilation from 

June 2019 to June 2020

SOCIAL ISSUES

IAS YAN

2020



PRELIMS XPRESS 2020:: SOCIAL ISSUES 
 

pg. 1 

 

Content: 
 
WOMEN 2-7 
CHILDREN 8-11 
OTHER SECTIONS 12-16 
EDUCATION/SKILL INNOVATION 17-20 
HEALTH 21-34 
MISCELLANEOUS 35-39 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRELIMS XPRESS 2020:: SOCIAL ISSUES 
 

pg. 2 

 

 

 

ASSISTED REPRODUCTIVE TECHNOLOGY REGULATION BILL, 2020 

 The Union Cabinet approved the Assisted Reproductive Technology Regulation Bill, 2020.  

 Assisted Reproductive Technology includes all fertility treatments in which both eggs and embryos are handled.  

 

Provisions of the Bill 

 It aims to establish a national registry and registration authority which will be applicable to all medical 

professionals and clinics operating in this field. 

 A National Board will be established to bring out a code of conduct to be observed by the operating clinics.  

 This will set the minimum standards of physical infrastructure, laboratory and diagnostic equipment and expert 

manpower to be employed by clinics and banks. 

 The States and Union Territories will also have to form State Boards and State authorities within three 

months of the notification of the proposed legislation. 

 A central database of all clinics and banks across the country will be created.  

 The Bill proposes stringent punishment for those who practise sex selection,  indulge in sale of human 

embryos or gametes and those who operate rackets. 

 

MEDICAL TERMINATION OF PREGNANCY (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2020 
 The Union Cabinet recently approved the Medical Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) Bill, 2020.  

 It increases the maximum permissible gestation age for abortion to 24 weeks, with the proviso that for 

pregnancies that are between 20-24 weeks opinions will be required from two doctors rather than one. 

 The upper gestation limit will not apply in cases of substantial foetal abnormalities diagnosed by a Medical Board.  

 Further, name and other particulars of a woman whose pregnancy has been terminated shall not be revealed 

except to a person authorized in any law for the time being in force. 

 

PERMANENT COMMISSION TO WOMEN 

 Supreme Court of India in The Secretary, Ministry of Defence versus BabitaPunia and Others case 

(2011-2020) has allowed permanent commission status to women officers in Short Service Commission (SSC)in 

the Indian armed forces and making them eligible for command positions.  

 Women Special Entry Scheme: brought in for 5 years of service. The tenure of engagement was increased 

to 10 years in 1996 and further extended to 14 years in 2004.  

 After the verdict, Navy and the Air Force allowed permanent commission for women officers in branches like 

Fighter Pilots and Naval Armament Inspectorate respectively.  

 Last year, Ministry of Defence decided to grant permanent commission to women in 8 Arms/Services of Indian 

Army where they are inducted for Short Service Commission.  

 

NCRB Study on Women & Child Trafficking Cases 

 A 2011 Supreme Court constituted panel submitted its report in 2019.  

 The panel has asked the court to direct NCRB to compile data on missing children and women to identify the areas 

prone to trafficking. 

 According to the study, the highest incidence of women and child trafficking were observed from Mumbai and 

Kolkata. 

 Maharashtra reported the maximum number of missing women and Madhya Pradesh reported maximum 

number of cases of missing children. 

 

UNODC Global Report 2018 on Trafficking 

 The report indicates that the vast majority of detected victims of trafficking for sexual exploitation were females. 

About 35% of the victims trafficked for forced labour were females, both women and girls. 

 

Surrogacy Regulation Bill 2020 

 The Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill aims to ban commercial surrogacy in the country and allow only altruistic 

surrogacy to protect vulnerable women from exploitation. 
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Key Select Committee Recommendations 

 The ―close relatives‖ clause should be removed, and any “willing” woman should be allowed to become a 

surrogate mother provided all other requirements are met. 

 It endorsed the ban on commercial surrogacy,  

 It suggested keeping an option for compensating the surrogate mother beyond medical expenses and insurance 

coverage. 

 The insurance cover for surrogate mothers should be increased from 16 months to 36months. 

 Divorced and widowed women aged between 35 and 45 years should be able to be a single 

commissioning parent. 

 Further, persons of Indian origin should also be allowed to avail surrogacy services.  

 

Provisions of 2019 Bill: 

 Prohibition of Commercial Surrogacy- which includes surrogacy or its related procedures undertaken for a 

monetary benefit or reward (in cash or kind) exceeding the basic medical expenses and insurance coverage. 

 It also prohibits surrogacy for producing children for sale, prostitution or other forms of exploitation. 

 But the bill allows Altruistic Surrogacy, where no such other monetary compensation is paid to the surrogate 

mother. 

 Other purposes where surrogacy is allowed- include for intending couples who suffer from proven infertility, for 

any condition or disease specified through regulations. 

 Eligibility criteria for intending couple- who should have a ‗certificate of essentiality‟ and a „certificate of 

eligibility‟ issued by the appropriate authority. 

 The certificate of essentiality will be issued on grounds like proven infertility of one or both parents, order of 

parentage of the child passed by a Magistrate‘s court and an insurance coverage. 

 The eligibility criteria for the couple include- 

o Couple being Indian citizens and married for at least five years, 

o Aged between 23 to 50 years old (wife) and 26 to 55 years old (husband), 

o Do not have any surviving child (biological, adopted or surrogate), 

o Would not include a child who is mentally or physically challenged or suffers from life threatening disorder or 

fatal illness. 

 For surrogate mother- who should be a – 

o Close relative of the intending couple, 

o Married woman having a child of her own, 

o 25 to 35 years old 

o Surrogate only once in her lifetime 

o Possess a certificate of medical and psychological fitness for surrogacy 

 National and State Surrogacy boards to be formed which will regulate surrogate clinics, enforce standards, 

investigate any breach of the provisions of the bill and recommend modifications to the rules and regulations. 

 A child born out of a surrogacy procedure will be deemed to be the biological child of the intending couple.  

 An abortion of the surrogate child requires the written consent of the surrogate mother and the 

authorization of the appropriate authority. This authorization must be compliant with the Medical Termination of 

Pregnancy Act, 1971.  

 The surrogate mother will have an option to withdraw from surrogacy before the embryo is implanted in her 

womb. 

 It makes commercial surrogacy, and abandoning or disowning a surrogate child punishment by imprisonment up 

to 10 years, and a fine up to 10 Lakh. 

 

„We Think Digital‟ programme  
 It was launched by Facebook, National Commission for Women and Cyber Peace Foundation. 

 Its motive is to provide digital literacy training to 1,00,000 women across 7 states namely Uttar Pradesh, 

Assam, West Bengal, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Jharkhand, and Bihar.  

 This will lead to creation of digital leadership amongst women and help them use technology to empower, 

enable them to make smart choices and be secure from online risks.  
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NATIONAL CONSULTATION ON THE REVIEW OF BEIJING +25  
 Ministry of Women & Child Development, National Commission for Women and UN Women organized a National 

Consultation on Review of Beijing +25.  

 The aim is to bring all stakeholders for urgent actions that need to be taken for the realization of gender equality.  

 The year 2020 marks the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Fourth World Conference on Women and 

adoption of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (1995) (Beijing + 25).  

 Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (1995)  

o It sets strategic objectives and actions for advancement of women and achievement of gender equality in 12 

critical areas of concern.  

o United Nations has organized four world conferences (WC) on women. Three others are First WC in 

Mexico City (1975), Second WC in Copenhagen (1980) and Third WC in Nairobi (1985).  

 

Fourth Edition of Women Transforming India (WTI) Awards  
 The aim is to stress on the commendable and ground-breaking endeavours of India‘s women leaders and change 

makers.  

 The awards are hosted under NITI Aayog‟s Women Entrepreneurship Platform with a special focus on 

entrepreneurship. 

 

Women Entrepreneurship Platform 

 It is a first of its kind, unified access portal which brings together women from different parts of India. 

 The three pillars on which WEP is built are: 

o Ichha Shakti  

o Gyaan Shakti  

o Karma Shakti  

 

International Women‟s Day 

 It is celebrated on March 8 every year.  

 2020 theme is ―#EachforEqual‖ and the United Nations theme for the same is ―I am Generation Equality: 

Realizing Women‟s Rights‖. 

 Its roots can be traced to 1908, when 15,000 women marched through New York City demanding voting rights, 

better pay and shorter working hours. 

 The United Nations began celebrating the day in 1975. 

 

Nari Shakti Puraskars 

 These are announced since 1999 and carry a cash award of Rs.1 Lakh and a certificate for individuals and 

institutions. 

 These are announced by Ministry of Women and Child Development.  

 Institutional categories: Each of the six institutional categories is named after an eminent woman in Indian 

history.  

o Devi AhilyaBai Holkar Award for Best Private Sector organization/ Public sector undertaking in 

promoting the well-being and welfare of women (Ahilyabai Holkar, 18th-century ruler of the Malwa kingdom).  

o Kannagi Devi Award for Best State which has appreciably improved Child Sex Ratio, (Kannagi, the central 

character of the Tamil epic Silapathikaram).  

o Mata Jijabai Award for Best Urban Local body for providing services and facilities to women (Mata Jijabai, 

mother of Shivaji). 

o Rani Gaidinliu Zeliang Award for Best Civil Society organization doing outstanding work for the welfare 

and well-being of women, ( Rani Gaidinliu, a 20th-century Naga spiritual and political leader) 

o Rani Lakshmi Bai Award for Best Institution for Research & Development in the field of women 

empowerment. 

o Rani Rudramma Devi Awards for two District Panchayats and two Gram Panchayats, (Rudrama Devi, a 

13th-century ruler of Deccan Plateau).  

 

Kishori Shakti karyakram 

 It is a campaign, aimed at empowering young girls in slums, started by 14 teenage girls from Berhampur in 

Odisha. 
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 The campaign includes making adolescents and the community aware about menstrual hygiene, right age for 

marriage, motivating school and college drop-outs to restart studies, promoting gender equality, skill development 

and formation of adolescent groups.  

 There will be teen clubs established in slum areas having girls and boys as members.. 

 There will be coordination between activists and ASHA and Anganwadi workers.  

 

WISTEMM program 

 Women in Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics and Medicine program is implemented by the 

Department of Science and Technology. 

 The basic aim of the program is to provide opportunities to Women Scientists, Engineers & Technologists of India 

to undertake international collaborative research in premier institutions in US in order to enhance their 

research capacities and capabilities.  

 There will be two categories of women scientists: Women Overseas Student Internship for women students 

pursuing PhD, and Women Overseas Fellowship for women with PhD degree and holding regular position at any 

recognized institution in India.  

 The eligibility criteria for fellowship: bright Indian women Citizen of 21 to 45 years.  

 

Female Genital Mutilation  
 International Day of Zero Tolerance for Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) is marked on February 6 every year.  

 It involves procedures that involve altering or injuring the female genitalia for non-medical or cultural reasons. 

 It is most prevalent in sub-Saharan Africa and the Arab States, but it is also practiced in some countries in 

Asia, Eastern Europe and Latin America.  

 

SERB Women Excellence Award-2020  
 Dr Niti Kumar, Senior Scientist from Division of Molecular Parasitology and Immunology, CSIR-CDRI, Lucknow 

has received SERB Women Excellence Award-2020.  

 This award is given to women scientist below 40 years of age who have received recognition from national 

academies.  

  The women researchers will be supported by research grant of 5 lakhs per annum for 3 years by Science 

and Engineering Research Board, Department of Science & Technology.  

 

PCPNDT ACT 

 MoHFW has clarified that it has not suspended the PC&PNDT Act. 

 The Pre-conception & Pre-natal Diagnostics Techniques (PC & PNDT) Act, 1994 was enacted in response to the 

decline in Sex ratio in India, which deteriorated from 972 in1901 to 927 in 1991. 

 

Main provisions in the act are: 

 The Act provides for the prohibition of sex selection, before or after conception. 

 It regulates the use of pre-natal diagnostic techniques, like ultrasound and amniocentesis by allowing them their 

use only to detect few cases. 

 No laboratory or centre or clinic will conduct any test including ultrasonography for the purpose of determining 

the sex of the foetus. 

 No person, including the one who is conducting the procedure as per the law, will communicate the sex of 

the foetus to the pregnant woman or her relatives bywords, signs or any other method. 

 The Act mandates compulsory registration of all diagnostic laboratories, all genetic counselling centres, genetic 

laboratories, genetic clinics and ultrasound clinics. 

 

UN Women  
 It has urged member-states to include prevention of violence against women in their action plans on COVID-19. 

 According to UN Women, the rise in gender based violence is a shadow pandemic. 

 UN Women is the UN entity dedicated to gender equality and the empowerment of women. 

 UNGA created UN Women, the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women in 

2010. 

 It is a merger of the following 4 parts of UN which played an important role towards women empowerment: 

o Division for the Advancement of Women (DAW). 

o International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women (INSTRAW). 
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o Office of the Special Adviser on Gender Issues and Advancement of Women (OSAGI). 

o United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM). 

 

A New era for girls 

 ‗A New era for girls: Taking stock on 25 years of progress‘ is a report released by UNICEF, Plan International 

and United Nations Women. 

 Rate of drop-outs for girls in schools has decreased from 20% to 13.5% from 2008 to 2018. 

 Many girls still face an unequal violent environment and one in every 20 girls in the age group of 15-20 has 

experienced rape, both within and outside marriage. 

 Gender disparities in the number of out-of-schoolchildren have narrowed substantially over the past 

20 years. 

 

Maternal Mortality 

 India‘s Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) has seen a decline from 130 per 1 lakh live births in 2014-2016 to 

122 per 1 lakh live births in 2015-2017.  

 A decline of 8 points (6.2%) was observed during this period, according to the latest Sample Registration System 

(SRS) 2015-2017 bulletin for MMR. 

 While Karnataka has shown the highest percentage decline in MMR, Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh 

have shown an increase by 15 points each in MMR. 

 The decline has been most significant in EAG States from 188 to 175. The ratio has reduced considerably from 

77 to 72 per 1,00,000 live births among southern states and in the other states from 93 to 90. 

 

Sexual Harassment at Workplace 

 The act was made after the SC released Vishaka guidelines. 

 

Provisions: 

 The Act defines sexual harassment at the workplace and creates a mechanism for redressal of complaints. 

 The definition of “aggrieved woman,” who will get protection under the Act, is extremely wide to cover all 

women, irrespective of their age or employment status and whether in the organized or unorganized sectors, 

public or private, and covers clients, customers and domestic workers as well. 

 The Act covers concepts of quid pro quo harassment and hostile work environment as forms of sexual 

harassment if they occur in connection with an act or behaviour of sexual harassment. 

 An internal complaint committee (ICC) is mandatory in every private or public organization that has 10 or 

more employees. 

 The Internal Complaints Committee has been given powers of a civil court for summoning, discovery and 

production of documents etc. 

 Each Internal Committee requires membership from an NGO or association committed to the cause of women. 

 A „Local Complaints Committee‟ is required to be constituted in every district by the respective State 

government (which will receive complaints from organizations having less than 10 workers or if the complaint is 

against the employer himself). 

 An additional ‗Local Complaints Committee‘ shall also be constituted at the block level. 

 It also provides safeguards against false or malicious charges. 

 

International Day of Women and Girls in Science 

 The day is observed on February 11.  

 Theme 2020 - Investment in Women and Girls in Science for Inclusive Green Growth 

 In December 2015, the UN General Assembly had decided to establish an annual International Day to promote 

equal access to and participation in science for women and girls. 

 It is implemented by UNESCO and UN-Women, institutions and civil society partners that aim to promote women 

and girls in science. 

 According to UNESCO 2018 figures on women in science, just 28.8% of researchers are women. In India, this 

drops to 13.9%. 

 Between 1901 and 2019, 334 Nobel Prizes have been awarded to 616 Laureates in Physics, Chemistry and 

Medicine, of which just 20 have been won by 19 women. 
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Organic Food Festival for Women Entrepreneurs 

 Ministry of Food Processing and Ministry of Women and Child Development jointly inaugurated the National 

Organic Food Festival in Delhi. 

 This was aimed at providing an opportunity to women entrepreneurs for capacity building and economic 

empowerment 

 The festival was organised by National Institute of Food Technology Entrepreneurship and Management with 

Confederation of Indian Industry. 

 This was the first such event where women entrepreneurs and self-help groups from all over the country 

participated. 

 

THE MUSLIM WOMEN (PROTECTION OF RIGHTS ON MARRIAGE) ACT, 2019 
 

Major Provisions of the 2019 Act: 

 It invalidates the practice of instant triple talaq (talaq-e-biddat) as void and illegal. 

 The Bill makes all declaration of talaq, including in written or electronic form, to be void (i.e. not enforceable in 

law) and illegal and it defines it as Talaq-e-biddat. 

 It also makes instant triple talaq a criminal offence with imprisonment up to three years and fine. 

 It also provides to make the offence cognizable, if information relating to the commission of an offence is given to 

the Police, by the married Muslim woman upon whom talaq is pronounced or by any person related to her by 

blood or marriage (A cognizable offence is one for which a police officer may arrest an accused person without 

warrant.). 

 The Act also provides scope for reconciliation without undergoing the process of Nikah Halala if the two sides 

agree to stop legal proceedings and settle the dispute. 

 Allowance: A Muslim woman against whom talaq has been declared, is entitled to seek subsistence allowance from 

her husband for herself and for her dependent children. The amount of the allowance will be determined by the 

Magistrate. 

 Custody: A Muslim woman against whom such talaq has been declared, is entitled to seek custody of her minor 

children. The manner of custody will be determined by the Magistrate. 

 

Changes made from the Original Bill of 2017 

 The Act makes the offence cognizable only if the woman, or one related to her by blood or marriage, against whom 

triple talaq has been pronounced, files a police complaint. 

 Second, the offence has been made compoundable, that is, the parties can settle the matter between themselves. 

 And third, it provides that a magistrate may grant bail to the husband after hearing the wife. 
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Handling Child Witnesses 

 Police had recently charged a school in Bidar, Karnataka with sedition, for staging a play that was critical of the 

Citizenship Amendment Act. Karnataka State Commission for Protection of Child Rights criticised the district 

police for violations, including repeated questioning of the children. 

 

International Conventions on Child Witnesses 

 The Convention on the Rights of the Child, was adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations in 1989. 

India became a signatory to the Convention in 1992. 

 As per the Convention, in all actions concerning children, whether undertaken by public or private social welfare 

institutions, courts of law, administrative authorities or legislative bodies, the best interests of the child should be 

a primary consideration. 

 

United Nations: Justice in Matters Involving Child Victims and Witnesses in Crime: Model Law 

 They recommend specifically that an investigator specially trained in dealing with children be appointed to guide 

the interview of the child, using a child-sensitive approach. 

 As much as possible, the investigator should avoid repetition of the interview during the justice process in order to 

prevent secondary victimisation of the child. 

 Secondary victimisation is defined as victimisation that occurs not as a direct result of a criminal act, but through 

the response of institutions and individuals to the victim. 

 

Norms for dealing with Child Witnesses in India 

 Under Section 118 of the Indian Evidence Act, 1872, there is no minimum age for a witness.  

 A vulnerable witness is defined as anyone who has not completed 18 years of age. 

 

„Future For the World‟s Children‟ Report 

 This report is commissioned by WHO, UNICEF and The Lancet medical journal. 

 The report assesses the threat to the health and future of every child and adolescent from ecological degradation, 

climate change and exploitative marketing practices by using a Sustainability Index and a Flourishing Index. 

 Flourishing Index is the geometric mean of Surviving and Thriving.  

 The Sustainability Index ranks countries on excess carbon emissions compared with the 2030 target. 

 India stands 77th on the sustainability index and is at 131st on a ranking that measures the best chance at 

survival and well-being for children.  

 India has an annual birth cohort of approximately 2.6 crore.  

 The infant mortality rate in the country stands at 33 per 1,000 live births.  

 Norway leads the table for survival, health, education and nutrition rates. 

 

POCSO Rules 2020 

 Central government has notified the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Rules, 2020 which 

gives effect to amendments made to POCSO Act in 2019. 

 

Key Provisions of the Rules  

 Mandatory police verification of staff in any institution housing children or coming in regular contact with 

children.  

 State Governments to formulate a child protection policy based on the principle of zero-tolerance to violence 

against children, which shall be adopted by all institutions, organizations, or any other agency working with, or 

coming in contact with children.  

 Central Government and State Governments shall  

o Provide periodic training to all persons, coming in contact with the children, to sensitize them about child 

safety and protection.  

o Prepare age-appropriate educational material and curriculum for children, informing them about 

personal safety, emotional and mental wellbeing, reporting mechanisms including Childline helpline services 

etc.  
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o Orientation programme and intensive courses for police personnel and forensic experts for building 

their capacities in their respective roles on a regular basis.  

 Any person who has received any pornographic material involving a child or any information regarding such 

pornographic material shall report the contents.  

 

SENIOR CITIZENS AND DISABLED 

 

Vayosreshtha Samman:   
 Scheme of awards instituted by M of Social Justice and Empowerment, in 2005 and elevated to status of national 

awards in 2013.  

 Awarded to institutions involved in rendering distinguished service for the cause of elderly persons and to eminent 

citizen in recognition of their service. 

 

Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana 

 It seeks to protect elderly persons  aged  60  years  and  above to provide social  security in old  age.  

 The Scheme is being implemented through the LIC of India.  

 It provides an assured return of 8 percent per annum payable monthly for 10 years. 

 The differential return i.e., the difference between the return generated by LIC and the assured return of 8 percent 

would be borne by the Government of India as subsidy on an annual basis. 

 

Varishta Pension Bima Yojana 

 The Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) would be the implementing body of the scheme during the current 

financial year.  

 The scheme aims to provide social security to elderly persons aged 60 years during their old age.  

 Under the scheme, an assured pension with guaranteed rate of return of 8% per annum would be provided for a 

period of ten years. Besides, the nominee would have an option for pension on a monthly / quarterly / half yearly 

and annual basis 

 

Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana  
 Central Sector Scheme, Aims at providing "free of cost distribution of devices" to Senior Citizens, belonging to BPL 

category and suffering from any of the age related disability/infirmity Low vision, Hearing impairment etc 

 30% of beneficiaries in each district shall be women 

 Under the scheme, the physical aids will be provided only to the senior citizens of the nation. 

 In case of multiple disabilities/infirmities manifested in the same person, the assistive devices will be given in 

respect of each disability/impairment. 

 Beneficiaries in each district will be identified by the State Governments/UT Administrations through a 

Committee chaired by the Deputy Commissioner/District Collector. 

 

Longevity Dividend Initiative Consortium (LDIC). 
 A consortium of scientists and non-profit organizations has devised a plan to initiate an accelerated program of 

scientific research to develop, test for safety and efficacy, and then disseminate a therapeutic intervention to delay 

aging if proven to be safe and effective;  

 The Longevity Dividend refers to the economic benefits of ending aging and eliminating the associated health care 

costs.  

 The Longevity Dividend has been defined as the sum of health, social and economic benefits that result from 

slower aging. Hence statement c is correct. 

 Longevity Dividend is secured by: Emerging technologies such as nanomedicine or Engineered negligible 

senescence are important components of the fight against aging and essential for securing the Longevity Dividend. 

 

The Rights of Persons with Disability Act, 2016 

 The Rights of Persons with Disability Rules, 2017 (Rules) were notified to supplement the provisions of the Rights 

of Persons with Disability Act, 2016. 

 In India, persons with disability constitute about. 2.1% of total population. Men with disabilities constitute 56% 

and women with disabilities make up the rest 44%. 
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Provisions of the Act 

 It replaces the Persons with Disabilities (Equal Opportunities, Protection of Rights and Full Participation) 

Act, 1995. 

 The types of disabilities have been increased from existing 7 to 21 and the Central Government will have the 

power to add more types of disabilities. 

 Persons with "benchmark disabilities" are defined as those certified to have at least 40 per cent of the 

disabilities mentioned in the Act. 

 Additional benefits such as reservation in higher education, government jobs, reservation in allocation of land, 

poverty alleviation schemes etc. have been provided for persons with benchmark disabilities. 

 Every child with benchmark disability between the age group of 6 and 18 years shall have the right to 

free education. 

 Reservation in vacancies in government establishments has been increased from 3% to 4% for certain persons 

or class of persons with benchmark disability. 

 It has now brought private establishments within its ambit. Though it does not require private 

establishments to mandatorily appoint Persons with Disabilities (PwD), there are certain obligations imposed on 

private establishments under the Act. 

 Broad based Central & State Advisory Boards on Disability are to be set up to serve as apex policy making 

bodies at the Central and State level. 

 National and State Fund will be created to provide financial support to the persons with disabilities. 

 For strengthening the Prime Minister's Accessible India Campaign, stress has been given to ensure accessibility in 

public buildings (both Government and private) in a prescribed time-frame. 

 It provides for penalties for offences committed against persons with disabilities and also violation of the 

provisions of the new law. 

 Special Courts will be designated in each district to handle cases concerning violation of rights of PwDs. 

 

UN Convention of Rights of Persons with Disability 

 Entered into force in 2008, it is the first comprehensive human rights treaty of the 21st century and first 

legally binding instrument with comprehensive protection of the rights of persons with disabilities. 

 Its guiding principles include- respect for inherent dignity, non-discrimination, participation and inclusion in 

society, equality of opportunity, accessibility, equality between men and women and respect for the rights of 

children with disabilities. 

 Though the convention does not explicitly define disability, it recognizes that the notion of ―disability‖ is not 

fixed and can alter, depending on the prevailing environment from society to society. 

 India has ratified the convention. 

 

Accessible India Campaign (SugamyaBharat  Abhiyan) 

 It is a nation-wide flagship campaign for achieving universal accessibility enabling persons with disabilities. 

 It is launched by the Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD), Ministry of Social 

Justice & Empowerment. 

 It has three important components: Built Environment Accessibility, Transportation System Accessibility and 

Information and Communication Eco-System Accessibility. 

 

ADIP Scheme 

 PM distributed assistive aids and devices to the physically challenged at a mega distribution camp at Prayagraj.  

 ADIP Scheme- the Assistance to Disabled persons for purchasing/fitting of aids/appliances (ADIP) scheme. 

 Implementing agency: Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment.  

 The aim is to help the needy disabled persons in getting durable, sophisticated and scientifically 

manufactured, modern, standard aids and appliances which will lead to their physical, social and 

psychological rehabilitation.  

 

A person satisfying all the following conditions are eligible:  

 Indian citizen and can be of any age  

 Has 40% disability or more and to prove this must have the requisite certificate)  

 Monthly income, not more than Rs.20000.  

 In the case of dependents, income of parents/guardians should not exceed Rs.20000. 
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EKAM Fest 
 Entrepreneurship, Knowledge, Awareness, and Marketing (EKAM) Fest is an exhibition-cum-Fair. 

 It was organized by National Handicapped Finance Development Corporation under ministry of 

Social Justice &Empowerment. 

 It aims to: 

o Promote entrepreneurship and knowledge among Divyangjan community 

o Generating awareness among society about potentialities of PwDs 

o Providing a major marketing opportunity to PwDs entrepreneurs. 

 EKAM Fest will be an opportunity for all to encourage these products made with extra ordinary determination by 

the divyang craftsperson and entrepreneurs. 
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Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana 

 In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, a relief package of Rs 1.7 lakh crore under the Pradhan Mantri Garib 

Kalyan Yojana for the poor was announced.  

 

Insurance Scheme for Health Workers 

 Safai karamcharis, ward-boys, nurses, ASHA workers, paramedics, technicians, doctors and specialists and other 

health workers would be covered by a Special insurance Scheme. 

 Any health professional, who while treating Covid-19 patients, meet with some accident, then he/she would be 

compensated with an amount of Rs 50 lakh under the scheme. 

 

PM GaribKalyan Ann Yojana 

 80 crore individuals would be covered under this scheme.  

 Each one of them would be provided double of their current entitlement over next three months.  

 The first instalment of Rs 2,000 due in 2020-21 will be front-loaded and paid in April 2020 itself under the 

PM KISAN Yojana. It would cover 8.7 crore farmers 

 

Cash Transfers Under PM Garib KalyanYojana 

 A total of 20.40 crores PMJDY women account-holders would be given an exgratia of Rs 500 per month for 

next three months. 

 Gas cylinders, free of cost, would be provided to 8 crore poor families for the next three months. 

 Wage-earners below Rs 15,000 per month in businesses having less than 100 workers are at risk of losing their 

employment, government proposes to pay 24 percent of their monthly wages into their PF accounts for 

next three months. 

 Support for senior citizens (above 60 years), widows and Divyang: Government will give them Rs 1,000 to tide 

over difficulties during next three months. 

 MNREGA wages would be increased by Rs 20 with effect from 1 April, 2020. 

 Limit of collateral free lending would be increased from Rs 10 to Rs 20 lakhs. 

 

Other Components of PM Garib Kalyan package 

 Employees‘ Provident Fund Regulations will be amended to include Pandemic as the reason to allow non-

refundable advance of 75 % of the amount or three months of the wages from their accounts. 

 Building and Other Construction Workers Welfare Fund has been created under a Central Government Act. 

 The State Government will be asked to utilise the funds available under DMF for supplementing and augmenting 

facilities of medical testing, screening as well as treatment and other requirements in connection with preventing 

the spread of pandemic. 

 

Tribal Initiatives 

 The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has launched the Programme for Capacity Building of Scheduled Tribe 

Representatives in Local Self Governments, 1000 Spring Initiatives and an online portal on GIS-based 

Spring Atlas. 

 Capacity Building Initiative: is aimed at empowering tribal PRI representatives by enhancing their 

decision making capabilities at local government level. It also focuses on constitutional and legal provisions that 

protect and promote the rights and welfare of the tribal population. 

 1000 Springs Initiative: this integrated solution around springs has an objective to ensure access to safe and 

adequate water for the tribal communities living in difficult and inaccessible part of rural areas in the of 

India. 

 Spring Atlas: The online portal on GIS-based Spring Atlas has been launched with hydrological and chemical 

properties of the Springs on the occasion. 

 

Tech for Tribals 
 This program has been launched by TRIFED and Institutes of National Importance (INIs) to develop 

Tribal entrepreneurship.  

 Key features of the program:  
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o Aim: To transform 5 crore Tribal Entrepreneurs.  

o It is supported by Ministry of MSME.  

o It also aims at capacity building and imparting entrepreneurship skills to tribal forest produce gatherers 

enrolled under the PradhanMantri VanDhan Yojana (PMVDY).  

o The trainees will undergo a 30 days program over six weeks comprising 120 sessions.  

 

Arr-Rinam 

 It is a tribal lockdown ritual observed in Arunachal Pradesh.  

 It is the Galo equivalent of lockdown imposed by consensus for 48 hours whenever an epidemic strikes.  

 It was last performed almost four decades ago when a water-borne disease had affected many members of the 

community.  

 The Adi community inhabiting East Siang and Lower Dibang Valley districts too performed a similar ritual called 

Motor that they believe lets shamans with legendary powers to locate wild herbs to combat an epidemic.  

 

BILL TO INCLUDE MORE TRIBES IN SCHEDULED TRIBE CATEGORY  
 Recently, The Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order (Amendment) Bill, 2019, which seeks to grant Scheduled 

Tribes (ST) status to certain communities in Karnataka, was passed by Parliament.  

 Communities included are: Parivara, Talawara and Siddi tribes (of Belagavi, Dharwad). 

 STs have been defined in clause (25) of article 366 of the Constitution as ‗‗such tribes or tribal communities 

or parts of or groups within such tribes or tribal communities as are deemed under article 342 to be STs for the 

purposes of this Constitution.  

 Under Article 342 of the Constitution, the first specification of STs in relation to a particular State/ UTs is by a 

notified order of the President, after consultation with the governor of the State concerned.  

 These orders can be modified subsequently only through an Act of Parliament. 

 

TRANSGENDER PERSONS (PROTECTION OF RIGHTS) BILL, 2019 

 Recently, the Lok Sabha passed Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2019 

 The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2019 

 The Bill defines a transgender person as one whose gender does not match the gender assigned at birth.  

 It includes trans-men and trans-women (whether or not such person has undergone sex reassignment 

surgery or hormone therapy or laser therapy or such other therapy), persons with intersex variations, gender-

queers, and persons with socio-cultural identities, such as kinnar and hijra. 

 It provides for the right to self-perceived gender identity. A certificate of identity as a transgender person 

can be issued by the District Magistrate. A revised certificate can also be obtained after Sex Reassignment Surgery 

(SRS). 

 It prohibits 8 types of discriminations against  a transgender person. 

 No government or private entity can discriminate against a transgender person in employment matters, including 

recruitment, and promotion.  

 Every establishment is required to designate a person to be a complaint officer to deal with complaints in 

relation to the Act. 

 Every transgender person shall have a right to reside and be included in his household.  

 If the immediate family is unable to care for the transgender person, the person may be placed in a rehabilitation 

centre, on the orders of a competent court. 

 Healthcare: The Government shall take the following measures in relation to the transgender persons, namely: 

o a separate HIV surveillance Centres; 

o to provide for medical care facility including sex reassignment surgery and hormonal therapy; pre and post sex 

reassignment surgery and hormonal therapy counselling; 

o to facilitate access to the transgender persons in the hospitals and other healthcare institutions and centres; 

o provide comprehensive medical insurance schemes for transgendered persons. 

 The Bill also has provisions for penalty and punishment which vary between six months and two years in cases of 

offences and sexual harassment against transgender persons. The offences include: 

o forced or bonded labour (excluding compulsory government service for public purposes), 

o denial of use of public places, 

o removal from household, and village, 

o physical, sexual, verbal, emotional or economic abuse. 
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 It directs Central government to constitute a NCT headed by the Union Minister of Social Justice and 

Empowerment. 

 

Key Features 

 A contentious provision that criminalized begging by transgender people has been removed from the Bill. The 

provision was part of the Bill when it was introduced by the previous government. 

 Limited right to self-identification: Act removes the provisions for a District Screening Committee and leaves 

the power to issue the Certificate with the District Magistrate. 

 No review mechanism: If a transgender person is denied a Certificate of Identity, the Act does not provide a 

mechanism for appeal or review of such decision of the District Magistrate. 

 It does not make provisions for affirmative action in employment or education despite the Supreme Court 

mandate in NALSA Judgement. 

 Bill does not provide for any reservations in the field of employment and education as directed by the Supreme 

Court in the NALSA verdict. 

 The bill is silent on whether a trans person who holds a male or female gender certificate will have access to 

government welfare schemes and programs meant for transgender people. 

 

Judicial Measures 

 In 2014, the Supreme Court in NALSA vs union of India ruled that transgender people should be 

recognized as a third gender and enjoy all fundamental rights, while also being entitled to specific benefits in 

education and employment. 

 In 2018, in a historic decision upholding privacy and non-discrimination of LGBT persons, the Supreme Court 

struck down the colonial-era law that criminalized consensual same-sex relations. 

 Recently, Madras High Court, ruled that the term "bride" under the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 includes 

transwomen. Further it directed the authorities to register a marriage between a man and a transgender woman. 

 

National Council for Transgender persons (NCT):  

The NCT will consist of: 

 Union Minister for Social Justice (Chairperson); 

 Minister of State for Social Justice (Vice-Chairperson); 

 Secretary of the Ministry of Social Justice; 

 one representative from ministries including Health, Home Affairs, and Human Resources Development. 

 

Other members include 

 Representatives of the NITI Aayog, and the National Human Rights Commission. 

 State governments will also be represented. 

 Five members from the transgender community and 

 Five experts from non-governmental organization. 

 

Transgenders Vs Intersex people  

 Individuals who identify as transgender or transexual have a gender that is different from the one traditionally 

associated with the sex they were assigned at birth, while intersex refers to people born with biological or physical 

characteristics that are more diverse than stereotypical male or female bodies  

 Intersex people are demanding ban on normative surgeries (demand for a nation-wide ban comes months after 

the Tamil Nadu government banned normative surgeries on infants and children except in life-threatening 

situations)  

 If adopted nationally, India could become only the third country after Malta and Taiwan, to have a legal regime 

which protects the rights of intersex children   

 Recently passed Transgender Act didn‘t distinguished between Transgenders and Intersex people. 

 

Van Dhan Yojana 
 It is primarily a component under the Mechanism for Marketing of Minor Forest Produce (MFP) through 

Minimum Support Price (MSP) & Development of Value Chain. 

 It is an initiative targeting livelihood generation for tribals by harnessing the wealth of forest i.e. Van Dhan.  

 The programme aims to tap into traditional knowledge & skill sets of tribals by adding technology & IT to 

upgrade it at each stage and to convert into a viable economic activity. 
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 TRIFED will facilitate establishment of MFP-led multipurpose Van Dhan Vikas Kendras, a cluster of 

10 SHGs comprising of 30 tribal MFP gatherers each, in the tribal areas. 

 Each Kendra would act as common facility centers for procurement cum value addition to locally available 

MFPs and skill-based handicraft. Training and technical support is provided by TRIFED. 

 The scheme is being implemented through Ministry of Tribal Affairs as Nodal Department at the Central 

Level and TRIFED as Nodal Agency at the National Level. 

 At State level, the State Nodal Agency for MFPs and the District collectors are envisaged to play a pivot role in 

scheme implementation at grassroot level. 

 Locally the Kendras are proposed to be managed by a Managing Committee (an SHG) consisting of 

representatives of Van Dhan SHGs in the cluster.  

 It aims at convergence of various schemes and initiatives of other Central/State level departments / agency/ 

institutions. 

 Besides, partnership models with Banks/ PSUs/ private sector shall also be explored for their active participation 

and financial assistance under CSR funds. 

 Van Dhan Vikas Kendra (VDVKs) will be established for providing capacity building training and skill 

upgradation and value addition facility and setting up of primary processing.  

 

Van Dhan Internship Program 

 Organized by TRIFED under Ministry of Tribal Affairs  

 The initiative aims to promote MFPs-centric livelihood development of tribal gatherers and artisans  

 It mainstreams the tribal community by promoting primary level value addition to MFP at grassroots level 

 

DRUG ABUSE AMONG THE YOUTH 

 National Survey to collect State wise Data on―Extent and Pattern of Substance Use was conducted in the country 

during the year 2018. 

 

Findings of the report 

 The National Crime Record Bureau under the Ministry of Home Affairs has informed that a total number of 874, 

750 and 778 people have died during 2014, 2015 and 2016 respectively due to drug overdose in the country. 

 The national survey was conducted to generate estimates for eight categories of psycho active substances: Alcohol, 

Cannabis, Opioids, Cocaine, Amphetamine Type Stimulants (ATS), Sedatives, Inhalants and Hallucinogens. 

Alcohol is the most common psychoactive substance used by Indians. 

 After alcohol, cannabis and opioids are the next commonly used substances in India. 

 

Action taken by government 

 The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has formulated and is implementing a National Action Plan for 

Drug Demand Reduction (NAPDDR) for 2018-2025. 

 National Action Plan for Drug Demand Reduction (NAPDDR) 

 The Plan aims at the reduction of adverse consequences of drug abuse through a multipronged strategy. 

 Awareness generation programmes in schools/colleges/Universities 

 Community-based peer led interactions intervention programmes for vulnerable adolescent and youth in the 

community. 

 Provisioning of treatment facilities and capacity building of service providers. 

 Financial assistance is provided to eligible Non-Governmental Organizations based on their commendations of 

State Governments/UT Administrations for running Integrated Rehabilitation Centers for Addicts to provide 

composite/integrated services for their habilitation of addicts including adolescents. 

 

Schemes for Minority Development 

 Union Minister for Minority Affairs talked about the following schemes, which were instituted for the welfare and 

empowerment of minorities. 

 Gharib Nawaz Employment Scheme: This scheme provides short-term job-oriented skill development 

courses to minority youth in order to enable them for skill-based employment. 

 Seekhoaur Kamao: This scheme aims at upgrading the skills of minority youth in various modern and 

traditional vocations depending on their educational qualifications, present economic trends, and the market 

potential, enabling them to get suitable livelihood or go for self-employment. One of the objectives of this 

programme is to reduce the unemployment rate among minority youth. 
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 Nai Manzil: Launched in 2015, this scheme aims to benefit the minority youth who do not have a formal school-

leaving certificate, i.e. those in the category of school dropouts or educated in community education institutions 

like Madarsas. The Scheme provides them with formal education and skills and enables them to seek better 

employment and livelihood in the organised sector. 

 Pradhan Mantri Jan Vikas Karykram (PMJVK): It aims at improving the socio-economic conditions of the 

minorities and providing basic amenities to them for improving the quality of life of the people and reducing 

imbalances in the identified minority concentration areas. The projects under PMJVK would be related to the 

creation of infrastructure mainly in the sectors of education, health and skill development, besides innovative 

schemes for improving the socio-economic and living conditions of minority communities and other communities 

living in the catchment area. 

 

Manual Scavenging  
 Manual scavenging refers to the practice of manually cleaning, carrying, disposing or handling in any manner, 

human excreta from dry latrines and sewers.  

 

Steps taken for Eradication of Manual Scavenging 

 In 1993, the Government of India enacted the Employment of Manual Scavengers and Construction of 

Dry Latrines (Prohibition) Act. 

 The act prohibited the employment of manual scavengers for manually cleaning dry latrines and also the 

construction of dry toilets (that do not operate with a flush). 

 Government brought Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act, 

2013, which is wider in scope and importance, acknowledging the urgency of rehabilitating manual scavengers. 

 It prohibits the construction or maintenance of insanitary toilets. 

 It prohibits a person from being engaged or employed for hazardous cleaning of a sewer or a septic tank. 

 Offences under the Act are cognizable and non-bailable. 

 It Calls for a survey of manual scavengers in urban and rural areas within a timebound framework. 

 A Supreme Court order in March, 2014, makes it mandatory for the government to identify all those who died in 

sewerage work since 1993 and provide Rs.10 lakh each as compensation to their families. 

 Self Employment Scheme for Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers(SRMS) with the objective to 

rehabilitate remaining manual scavengers and their dependents in alternative occupations, in a time bound 

manner. 

 Focus has been given on conversion of insanitary latrines into sanitary latrines under Swachh Bharat Mission. 

 Under the Scheme of ―Pre Matric Scholarship to the Children, the children of manual scavengers are also 

provided scholarship. 
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International IP Index 

 This has been released by Global Innovation Policy Center of the US Chamber of Commerce. 

 The Index evaluates the IP framework in each economy across 50 unique indicators spanning across nine 

categories of protection. 

 India stands at 40th place out of 53 economies in the 2020 Index, as against 36th place out of 50economies in 

the 2019 Index.  

 The US tops the scorecard with 95.28% out of an 100% scale, while the UK (93.92%), France (91.50%), Germany 

(91.08%), Sweden (90.56%) and Japan (90.40%) follow closely. 

 

„Worldwide Educating for The Future‟ Index 

 The Economist Intelligence Unit has released the Worldwide Educating for the Future Index 2019. 

 The report and index were commissioned by the Yidan Prize Foundation. 

 The index ranks countries based on their abilities to equip students with skill-based education and analyses 

education system from the perspective of skill-based education. 

 Among the world‘s largest economies, the US, UK, France and Russia all fell back in the index, while China, India 

and Indonesia took steps forward. 

 India jumped five places and was ranked 35th on the overall index in 2019. 

 

World University Rankings by Subject 2020 

 The Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) World University Rankings by Subject 2020 was recently released.  

 QS uses four key metrics to compile the rankings including academic reputation, employer reputation, citations 

per paper and the h-index which measures how productive an institution's research faculty are.  

 The Indian Institutes of Technology, Bombay and Delhi, have both broken into the world‘s top 

50engineering and technology institutions. IIT-Bombay was ranked at 44, while IIT-Delhi stood at 47. 

 As against 21 institutions getting ranked in 2019, the latest edition has seen 26 Indian departments entering the 

top-100 list for their subjects. 

 Overall, 12 institutions from the country were ranked in the top 500 in this category alone.  

 Jawaharlal Nehru University remained the country‘s top institution in the arts and humanities category, with 

a global ranking of 162.However, DU topped the social sciences and management category, with a global ranking 

of 160. 

 In the business and management studies subject category, both Indian Institute of Management (IIM) 

Ahmedabad and IIM Bangalore were ranked in the 51-100 band. 

 The list did not have any Indian institutions in the world‘s top 200 when it came to the life sciences and medicine 

categories. 

 

Sanskrit Universities Bill 

 The Central Sanskrit Universities Bill, 2019 that intends to convert India‟s three deemed-to-be Sanskrit 

universities into Central Sanskrit Universities has been passed by the Parliament. 

 The said Universities are Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, New Delhi; Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri Rashtriya 

Sanskrit Vidyapeeth, New Delhi; and Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeeth, Tirupati. 

 These will spread and advance knowledge for the promotion of Sanskrit and make special provisions for integrated 

courses in humanities, social sciences and science. 

 The Universities will also train manpower for the overall development and preservation of Sanskrit and allied 

subjects and provide facilities through a distance education system. 

 They will have the power to grant degrees, diplomas and certificates and will also have the power to 

confer autonomous status on a college or an institution. 

 Each University will have a court, which will review the policies of the university and suggest measures for its 

development and an Academic and Activity Council, which will supervise academic policies. 

 

CollabCAD 

 It is a collaborative network, computer enabled software system, providing a total engineering solution from 

2D drafting & detailing to 3D product design. 
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 The aim of this initiative is to provide a great platform to students of Atal Tinkering Labs (ATLs) across 

country to create and modify 3d designs with free flow of creativity and imagination. 

 This software would also enable students to create data across the network and concurrently access the same 

design data for storage and visualization. 

 

AISHE 

 All India Survey of Higher Education was first conducted in 2010-11. 

 It is a regular survey being conducted by department of Higher Education. 

 As per AISHE 2018-19, there are39931 colleges in India, out of which 60.53% are located in rural areas. 

 Further, majority of the colleges provide higher education to both males and females and 11.04% colleges are 

exclusively for females. 

 Additionally, as per AISHE 2018-19, females constitute 48.6% of the total enrolment in higher education and the 

Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER)  for females in higher education at 26.4% is higher than the national 

GER of boys at 26.3%. 

 Also, the Gender Parity Index (GPI) has increased during the last 5 years, from 0.92 in 2014-15 to 1 in 

2018-19. 

 

Tinker from Home campaign: 

In light of the current situation, the ATL program has launched a ‗Tinker from Home‘ campaign to ensure that the 

children across the county have access to useful easy-to-learn online resources to keep themselves fruitfully occupied. 

The objective of the initiative is to harness the creativity and innovativeness of children by encouraging learning 

through self-initiation. 

 

Annural Students Education Report (Aser) 2019 

 Recently NGO Pratham published ASER Report 2019 'Early Years'. 

 Focusing on Early years: The early years, is known to be the most important stage of cognitive, motor, social 

and emotional development in the human life cycle. 

 The 'Early Years' ASER collects data on the schooling or pre schooling status of children in the age group 

4-8 in 26 rural districts (>70% rural population) across 24 states. 

 ‗Early years‘ is defined globally as age 0-8, is known to be the most important stage of cognitive, motor, social 

and emotional development in the human life cycle. 

 It explores selected competencies categorized in four domains: Early language acquisition, Early numeracy skills, 

Cognitive abilities and Social and emotional learning. 

 Status of Pre-school and school enrolment patterns among young children (age 4-8): More than 90% of young 

children in this age group are enrolled in some type of educational institution. 

 Private schools performing better than the Government schools 

 It is visible among the young children of age 4-8 years, with more girls than boys enrolled in government 

institutions, and more boys than girls enrolled in private institutions. 

 Status of Children in early primary grades (Std I-III): The variation in age distribution which is widest in 

Std I, decreases in each subsequent grade. And older children continue to do better than younger ones on 

every task. 

 Among the pre-primary section, children with mothers who completed eight or fewer years of 

schooling are more likely to be attending anganwadis or government pre-primary classes. Whereas their 

peers whose mothers studied beyond the elementary stage are more likely to be enrolled in private LKG/UKG 

classes. 

 

About ASER 

 ASER is sample-based household survey and largest citizen-led survey in India. 

 It is an annual survey that aims to provide reliable annual estimates of children‘s schooling status and 

basic learning levels for each state and rural district in India 

 Every year since 2005, ASER has reported on the ability to do basic reading and arithmetic tasks for 

children in the 5-16 age group in Rural India. 

 In 2017, ASER 'Beyond Basics' focused on the abilities, experiences, and aspirations of youth in the 14-18 

age group. 
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Difference between ASER and NAS 

 

ASER Survey  NAS Survey 

It is a household survey conducted since 2005 It is a school-based survey 

One-on-one oral assessments. Pen-paper test 

Aimed at representative sample of all children 

(whether in school or out of school) 

It considers the children enrolled in government and 

govt aided schools. 

It focuses on foundational skills such as reading 

and math. 

It looks at wider variety of skills. 

It is limited to rural areas of the country. It is conducted throughout the country in both rural 

and urban areas. 

It is a citizen-led survey (conducted by 

Pratham) 

It is conducted by NCERT under MHRD. 

   

Initiatives for Improving Online Education Ecosystem 
 Recently, the Ministry of Human Resource Development has launched two new initiatives for improving and 

monitoring the online education ecosystem in India, they are 

 

Bharat Padhe Online Campaign:  

 ‗Bharat Padhe Online‘ is a week-long campaign up to 16th April, 2020for crowd sourcing of ideas for improving 

the online education ecosystem of India. 

 

YUKTI web-portal 

 YUKTI (Young India Combating Covid with Knowledge, Technology and Innovation) is a unique 

portal and dashboard to monitor and record the efforts and initiatives of MHRD. The portal will also 

establish a two-way communication channel between the Ministry of HRD and the institutions so that the 

Ministry can provide the necessary support system to the institutions. 

 

National Institution Ranking Framework: 

 This framework outlines a methodology to rank institutions across the country. 

 It was initiated in 2015 by MHRD (Ministry of Human resource and development). 

 First ranking was released in 2016. 

 In 2020, IIT Madras is the top institution in government ranking. 

 Parmeters: Teaching, Learning and Resources, Research and Professional Practices, Graduation Outcomes, 

Outreach and Inclusivity, Perception 

 

School Health Ambassador Initiative 

 It aims to promote the preventive health aspects.  

 Under the initiative which is a part of Ayushman Bharat, two teachers will be identified in every government 

school as ‗health and wellness ambassadors‘.  

 Implementing agencies:  Union ministries of Health and Human Resources Development.  

 The initiative will be linked with other government initiatives such as the Eat Right campaign, Fit India movement 

and Poshan Abhiyaan for the overall development of children‘s health. 

 

Educating for the Future Index (WEFFI) 2019 report  
 It was published by The Economist Intelligence Unit.  

 The index is commissioned by the Yidan Prize Foundation.  

  It is the first comprehensive index at the global level to assess inputs to education systems rather than outputs 

such as test scores. 

 Further it concentrates on the 15-24 age group.  

 Countries are ranked based on their abilities to equip students with skill-based education.  

 The rankings are based on three categories:  

o Policy environment.  

o Teaching environment.  

o Overall socio-economic environment.  



PRELIMS XPRESS 2020:: SOCIAL ISSUES 
 

pg. 20 

 India is ranked 35th, up from the 40th rank.  

 Finland topped the index followed by Sweden.  

 

Education Quality Upgradation and Inclusion Programme (Equip) 

 Ministry of Human Resource Development plans to launch an ambitious ₹1.5 lakh crore action plan EQUIP 

to improve the quality and accessibility of higher education over the next five years (2019-2024). 

 It is meant to bridge the gap between policy and implementation. 

 Objectives: 

o double the Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher education, 

o resolve the geographically skewed access to higher educational institutions, 

o achieve globally acceptable quality standards across the country, 

o position at least 20 Indian institutions among the top global institutions, promote research / innovation eco 

system, 

o substantially improve employability of the students, promote framework for internationalization; 

o better accreditation systems, 

o use of education technology, 

o governance reforms and quantum increase in investments. 

 

School Education Quality Index (SEQI):  
NITI Aayog, MHRD, States, UT, World Bank and experts 

Three Groups: 

 Large States: Kerala, TN, Haryana (Top), Telangana, Bihar, Jharkhand and UP (Bottom) 

 Small States: Tripura, Goa, Manipur (Top), Meghalaya, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh (Bottom) 

 Union Territories: Chandigarh, Delhi, Puducherry (Top), Dadra, Andaman, and Lakshadweep (Bottom) 

Rankings-  

It provides two types of rankings i.e. Overall performance ranking and incremental performance ranking. 

Index is largely based on data from the National Achievement Survey of 2017-18 and the Unified District Information 

on School Education Data of 2016-17 

 

Fit India School Grading System 

 The Fit India School rankings have been divided into three categories -The Fit India Schools, which is the first 

level of ranking, Fit India School (3 star) and Fit India School (5 star). 

 The level of ranking will depend on how much importance the school gives to inculcating overall fitness among its 

students and teachers and infrastructural facilities available for fitness activities. 

 The ranking has been drawn up by M of Youth Affairs in consultation with MHRD. 
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School Health Programme 

 The Union Government has launched a School Health Programme under Ayushman Bharat-Health& 

Wellness Centres that will teach skills ranging from emotional wellbeing, mental health, inter-personal 

relationships to values and maintaining healthy lifestyle. 

 The program has been jointly rolled out by Ministries of Health & Family Welfare and Human Resource 

Development. 

 It will be effectively linked with other government initiatives such as Fit India movement, Eat Right campaign, 

Poshan Abhiyaan for an all-round and holistic development model of health for the schoolchildren. 

 The first phase of implementation will be in all the public upper primary, secondary and senior 

secondary schools of aspirational districts. Subsequently, remaining districts will be taken up in the second 

year. 

 

WHO Releases Report on Cancer 

 International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) which is a specialised agency of WHO has released two 

reports.  

 World Cancer Day: 4thFebrurary. 

 1 out of 10 Indians will develop cancer during their lifetime, and 1 out of 15Indians will die of 

cancer. 

 The six most common cancer types in India are breast cancer, oral cancer, cervical cancer, lung cancer, stomach 

cancer and colorectal cancer, which together account for 49 per cent of all new cancer cases. 

 

The International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC)  

 It is the specialized cancer research agency of WHO, established in May 1965 by a resolution of the World Health 

Assembly. 

 Its role is to conduct and coordinate research into the causes of cancer. It also collects and publishes surveillance 

data regarding the occurrence of cancer worldwide. 

 It is governed by its own Governing Council and Scientific Council. The Governing Council comprises 

representatives from each participating state, plus the WHO Director-General. 

 

Classical Swine Fever 

 Classical swine fever is also known as hog cholera and pig plague. 

 It is a contagious viral disease of domestic and wild swine. 

 It is caused by a virus which is closely related to the viruses that cause bovine viral diarrhoea in cattle and 

border disease in sheep. 

 Though India has been able to prevent the disease to an extent, the classical swine fever is considered one of the 

reasons for causing decline in population of pigs in the country in 2019 compared to 2012 census. 

 

Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) 

 Centre has approved the Phase II of the Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) [SBM (G)]. 

 The second phase which will be implemented from 2020-21 to 2024-25, will focus on ODF Plus that includes 

ODF sustainability and Solid and Liquid Waste Management.  

 It will also work towards ensuring that no one is left behind and everyone uses a toilet. 

 It will be a mission mode phase with a total outlay of Rs. 1,40,881 crores and will be a novel model of 

convergence between different verticals of financing. 

 Funding norms for Solid and Liquid Waste Management have been rationalized and changed to per capita basis in 

place of no. of households. 

 The fund sharing pattern between Centre and States will be 90:10 for North-Eastern States and Himalayan 

States and UT of J&K; 60:40 for other States; and 100:0 for other Union Territories, for all the 

components. 
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Swachh Bharat (Urban) 

 Despite the slow progress, the work on three protocols under the next phase of Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban-2) 

— ODF+, ODF++ and Water Plus — is to be completed by 2024. 

 Less than 30 per cent of the cities have been certified as ODF+ so far.  

 Out of 4,320 cities declared ODF, as low as 1,276 cities have been certified as ODF+.  

 The number of ODF++ cities — 411 — means that less than 10 per cent cities are certified as ODF++ so far.  

 ODF+ and ODF++ are aimed towards proper maintenance of toilet facilities and safe collection, conveyance, 

treatment/disposal of all faecal sludge and sewage.  

 While ODF+ focuses on toilets with water, maintenance and hygiene, ODF++ focuses on toilets with 

sludge and septage management. 

 Announced in August 2019, Water Plus aims to sustain toilets by treating and reuse of water. It contributes to 

the government‘s focus on water conversation and reuse under the Jal Shakti Abhiyan and is in alignment with 

United Nations-mandated Sustainable Development Goal No 6 on clean water and sanitation. 

 

Huntington Disease 

 This is a progressive genetic disorder affecting the brain. 

 It leads to uncontrolled movements, impaired coordination of balance and movement, a decrease in cognitive 

abilities, difficulty in concentrating and memory lapses, mood swings and personality changes. 

 It is an autosomal dominant genetic disorder, which means that even if one parent carries the defective 

Huntington‘s gene, their offspring has a 50:50 chance of inheriting the disease. 

 Every individual with the gene for the disease will eventually develop the disease. 

 There is no treatment or cure at present. 

 It is caused by a mutation in a gene called HTT which is involved in the production of a protein called huntingtin. 

 

Hantavirus 

 Cases of hantavirus have been found in Yunnan province of China. 

 It was discovered in Asia during the Korean War.  

 It can cause Hantavirus Pulmonary Syndrome. This is an infectious disease characterised by flu-like 

symptoms.  

 It is a zoonotic disease and as a result of this each serotype has a specific rodent host species. 

 It can spread to people via the aerosolised virus that is shed in urine, faeces, and saliva.  

 There are dozens of types, the majority of which do not cause disease in humans. 

 There is ambiguity regarding human-to-human transmission.  

 

National Commission for Homoeopathy Bill, 2019  
 The Bill was recently passed in the Rajya Sabha.  

 The Bill seeks to repeal the Homoeopathy Central Council Act, 1973.  

 National Commission for Homoeopathy: 

o This will have 20 members who will be appointed by the centre and recommended by a Search Committee.  

o The Search Committee will have 6 members including the Cabinet Secretary and three experts 

nominated by the centre with 2having experience in this field.  

o Functions include framing policies for regulating medical institutions and homoeopathic medical 

professionals, assessing the requirements of healthcare related human resources and infrastructure.  

 States will establish State Medical Councils for Homoeopathy within 3 years.  

 State Medical Councils will receive complaints relating to professional or ethical misconduct against a registered 

homoeopathic medical practitioner.  

 The State Medical Councils and the Board of Ethics and Medical Registration for Homoeopathy have the 

power to take disciplinary action against the medical practitioner including imposing a monetary penalty.  

 

World Homoeopathy Day 

 It is observed on 10th April 2020. 

 The day is celebrated to commemorate the birth anniversary of Samuel Hahnemann, the founder of 

Homoeopathy. 

 The theme of 2020 is ―Enhancing the scope of Homoeopathy in Public Health‖. 

 Homeopathy is based on the doctrine of ‗similiasimilibuscurantur‘ i.e likes are cured by likes. 
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 The homeopathic medical system is a recognized medical system in India under the Homoeopathy Central Council 

Act, 1973 and is one of the national systems of medicines. 

 

Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana 

 It is a campaign launched by the Department of Pharmaceuticals to provide quality medicines at affordable 

prices to the masses through special kendras known as Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi Kendra.  

 Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI) is the implementing agency  

 BPPI was established in December 2008 under the Department of Pharmaceuticals, Government of India.  

 The Bureau has been registered as an independent society under the Societies Registration Act, 1860 as a separate 

independent legal entity in April, 2010. 

 It is an endeavor to provide quality medicines at an affordable price. 

 

Janaushadhi Sugam App  

 Launched by Union Ministry for Chemicals and Fertilizers. The application aims to enable people to search 

Janaushadhi generic stores at the tip of their fingers. 

 

SwasthkeSipahi 

 Pharmacists (SwasthkeSipahi), of Pradhan Mantri Jan Aushadhi Kendra, are delivering essential services and 

medicines at doorstep of patients and elderly under Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya JanaushadhiPariyojana. 

 

Rare Disease Day 
 The day falls on February 29.  

 It is also known as an orphan disease as it affects a small percentage of the population. 

 They are mostly genetic. 

 They may be present throughout a person‘s life and the symptoms may not appear immediately. 

 The most common rare diseases in India are Haemophilia, Thalassemia, sickle-cell anaemia and primary immuno 

deficiency in children, auto-immune diseases, Lysosomal storage disorders and certain forms of muscular 

dystrophies.  

 A national policy for the treatment of 450 „rare diseases‟ was released by Ministry of Health.  

 The three categories of rare diseases are: 

o Those which require one-time curative treatment,  

o That require long-term treatment but where the cost is low, and  

o Those needing long-term treatments with high cost.  

 

Kyasanur Forest Disease  
 It is caused by the Kyasanur Forest Disease Virus (KFDV).  

 The virus was identified in 1957 when it was isolated from a sick monkey from the Kyasanur Forest.  

 The reservoirs of the KFD virus are hard ticks. 

 Once infected, remain so for life.  

 Rodents, shrews, and monkeys are common hosts. They become hosts after being bitten by an infected tick.  

 KFDV can cause epizootics with high fatality in primates.  

 Transmission to humans may occur after a tick bite or contact with an infected animal.  

 

WHO Guidelines on naming a Disease 

 WHO has said that COVID-19 will be the official name of the coronavirus. 

 "Co" :: "corona",  "vi"::"virus"  "d" :: "disease",  ―19‖ is for the year, as the outbreak was first identified on 

December 31. 

 Names of new diseases can cause stigma to certain people and religion (eg: MERS, Spanish flu) and as a result of 

this WHO came up with the new guidelines in 2015. 

 Name should consist of a combination of terms consisting of a generic descriptive term based on clinical 

symptoms (respiratory), physiological processes (diarrhoea), and anatomical or pathological references (cardic). 

 Besides, the WHO has also listed out the terms that should be avoided while naming a new disease. 

 Animal species in the name can create confusion. For example: H1N1 (swine flu).  

 People's names, terms that incite undue fear are also banned. 
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Herd Immunity 

 Herd immunity refers to preventing an infectious disease from spreading by immunising a certain 

percentage of the population.  

 While the concept is most commonly used in the context of vaccination, herd immunity can also be achieved after 

enough people have become immune after being infected. 

 The idea is that if a certain percentage of the population is immune, members of that group can no longer infect 

another person. This breaks the chain of infection through the community (herd), and prevents it from reaching 

those who are not immune and most vulnerable. 

 To estimate the extent of spread and immunity, experts use a measure called the basic reproductive number- 

RNought (R0). 

 It indicates how contagious and infectious disease is.  

 On the basis of the available evidence from China, and according to various experts, R0 of COVID-19 ranges 

between 2 and 3. 

 

Coronavirus Declared a Pandemic 

 WHO has declared the novel coronavirus a ‗pandemic‘. 

 According to the WHO, a pandemic is the worldwide spread of a new disease.  

 The US Center for Disease Control and Prevention defines a pandemic as an epidemic that has spread over several 

countries or continents, usually affecting a large number of people. 

 The same body defines an epidemic as an increase in the number of cases of a disease above what is normally 

expected in that population in that area.  

 While the WHO looks for sustained outbreaks causing a larger-than-expected number of cases on 

multiple continents, there is no specific number of countries that a disease must touch for WHO to classify it as 

a pandemic. 

 Declaring a disease pandemic doesn‟t mean that WHO gets more funds or more powers to fight it. 

 

Novel Coronavirus disease 

 COVID-19 is a respiratory infection.  

 There are many types of coronavirus, some linked to the common cold, but this one is new and was detected 

toward the end of 2019.  

 COVID-19 is similar to other respiratory illnesses and symptoms include a fever, dry cough, sore throat and 

headache.  

 While most cases are mild, some individuals may experience more severe symptoms such as shortness of breath 

and difficulty breathing, and may experience pneumonia in both lungs. Those with health issues or underlying 

conditions may also have a harder time recovering.  

 It may take up to 14 days after exposure for symptoms to appear.  

 It is transmitted through liquid droplets or particles when a person coughs or sneezes. 

 The virus can survive on some surfaces so if a person sneezes into their hand, shakes your hand and your then rub 

your eye with your hand, transmission is possible through self-inoculation.  

 

COVID-19 related initiatives 

 Bangalore‘s „5T‟ war against virus: These five Ts are testing, tracing, treatment, teamwork and tracking-

monitoring. 

 Operation Shield to fight Covid-19: Announced by Delhi Government. SHIELD stands for sealing, home 

quarantine, isolation and tracing, essential supply, local sanitation and door-to-door checks. 

 Operation Namaste: Indian Army launched it to insulate the 1.3 million force from coronavirus infection and 

extend all possible assistance to the government in containing it. 

 

Remote Patient Health Monitoring System 

 Bharat Electronics Ltd. and AIIMS Rishikesh have jointly developed the system. 

 It can be installed at homes or hospitals premises to reduce the risk of exposure to healthcare workers toCovid-19 

while attending to persons undergoing isolation. 

 The device has non-invasive sensors and it measures temperature, pulse rate, saturated oxygen level, and 

respiration rate. 

 It shows the severity of the patient‘s condition in different colour codes. 
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PM-CARES Fund 
 PM-CARES was set up as a public charitable trust. 

 It is meant for supporting relief or assistance of any kind relating to a public health emergency or any other kind of 

emergency, calamity or distress, either man-made or natural. 

 It includes the creation or upgradation of healthcare or pharmaceutical facilities, funding relevant research or any 

other type of support. 

 Composition of PM-CARES: 

o Prime Minister as chairperson 

o Defence Minister, Home Minister, Finance Minister 

o Three trustees nominated by the Prime Minister ―who shall be eminent persons in the field of research, health, 

science, social work, law, public administration and philanthropy‖. 

 Donations to fund can avail 100% tax exemption. 

 

Aarogya Setu 

 It is a mobile app created in PPP mode and aims to bring the people together in a resolute fight against COVID-19. 

 It will enable people to assess themselves the risk for their catching the Corona Virus infection. 

 The risk is calculated based on people‘s interaction using Bluetooth technology, algorithms and artificial 

intelligence. 

 Once installed, the app detects other devices with AarogyaSetu installed that come in the proximity of that phone. 

 The personal data collected by the App is encrypted using state-of-the-art technology and stays secure on the 

phone till it is needed for facilitating medical intervention. 

 

Avian Influenza flu 

 There have been suspected cases of the bird flu from various parts of Kerala.  

 It is a viral infection infecting birds, humans as well as animals although most forms of the virus are restricted 

to birds.  

 It is a highly contagious viral disease affecting several species of food-producing birds as well as pet and wild 

birds.  

 Mammals, including humans, may contract this flu occasionally.  

 Influenza A viruses are classified into subtypes based on two surface proteins, Hemagglutinin and 

Neuraminidase.  

 H5N1 was the first avian influenza virus to infect humans. The first infection occurred in Hong Kong in 

1997.  

 H5N1 occurs naturally in wild waterfowl, but it can spread easily to domestic poultry.  

 The disease is transmitted to humans through contact with infected bird faeces, nasal secretions, or secretions 

from the mouth or eyes.  

 

„One Health‟ 
 One of the important aspects of this concept is its recognition of the fact that health of humans is connected to 

health of animals and environment as most of the contagious diseases affecting humans are zoonotic (animal to 

man origin) in nature.  

 It is the collaborative efforts of multiple disciplines working at various levels locally, nationally, and 

globally, to attain optimal health for people, animals and environment, as defined by the One Health Initiative 

Task Force.  

 One Health model facilitates interdisciplinary approach in disease control so as to control emerging and 

existing zoonotic threats.  

 

World Tuberculosis (TB) Day 

 The day is observed on March 24 marking the day when Dr Robert Koch announced that he had discovered the 

bacterium that causes TB, which opened the way towards diagnosing and curing this disease.  

 The aim is to raise public awareness about the devastating consequences of TB which may be health, social and 

economic, and to increase efforts to end the global TB epidemic.  

 Theme 2020: “It‟s TIME”.  

 It is an infectious disease caused by the bacillus Mycobacterium tuberculosis.  

  It typically affects the lungs (pulmonary TB) but can also affect other sites.  
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 There are various diagnostic tests available for TB– Rapid molecular test, Sputum smear microscopy, 

Culture-based methods  

 TB remains the world‟s deadliest infectious killer.  

 

Acute Encephalitis Syndrome 

 A case of Encephalitis in Bihar occurred as toddler dies in Muzaffarpur.  

 It is an umbrella term that includes hospitals, children with clinical neurological manifestation.  

 Meningitis caused by virus or bacteria, encephalitis caused by virus, encephalopathy, cerebral malaria, and scrub 

typhus caused by bacteria are collectively called acute encephalitis syndrome.  

 The disease most commonly affects children and young adults and can lead to considerable morbidity and 

mortality.  

 It is characterized as acute-onset of fever and a change in mental status (mental confusion, disorientation, 

delirium, or coma) and/or new-onset of seizures in a person of any age at any time of the year.  

 Acute Encephalitis Syndrome (AES) is considered a very complex disease as it can be caused by various 

agents including bacteria, fungi, virus and many other agents.  

 The major cause of AES in India is Japanese encephalitis virus.  

 

Swine Flu 

 Swine flu has affected 5 judges of the Apex Court of India. 

 It is caused by the H1N1 virus and is caused by one of swine influenza viruses.  

 It is known by different names such as pig influenza, swine flu, hog flu and pig flu.  

 Swine influenza virus is any strain of the influenza family of viruses that is endemic in pigs.  

 Influenza A (H1N1) virus is the subtype of influenza A virus that is the most common cause of human influenza.  

 It is an orthomyxovirus that contains the glycoproteins haemagglutinin and neuraminidase.  

 Haemagglutinin causes red blood cells to clump together and binds the virus to the infected cell.  

 Neuraminidase is a type of glycoside hydrolase enzyme which helps to move the virus particles through the 

infected cell and assist in budding from the host cells. 

 

Pigment Disorders 

 Welcome Trust/DBT India Alliance has conferring an Intermediate Fellowship Award on Dr.Rajender K. Motiani, 

Assistant Professor at Faridabad-based Regional Centre for Biotechnology which will help advance studies to 

understand the problem of pigmentary disorders.  

 Physiological pigmentation is a critical defense mechanism by which skin is protected against harmful UV 

radiations.  

 Inefficient pigmentation predisposes to skin cancers, which are one of the leading causes of cancer-associated 

deaths worldwide.  

 Further, pigmentary disorders (both hypo and hyper pigmentary) are considered a social stigma and therefore 

they impart long-term psychological trauma and tremendously hamper mental well-being of patients.  

 

GISAID 

 India has shared nine whole genome sequences of the SARS-CoV-2 with the Global Initiative on Sharing All 

Influenza Data (GISAID).  

 This public platform was started in 2008 by WHO for sharing genome sequences. 

 It was created as an alternative to the public domain sharing model. 

 In 2010 the Federal Republic of Germany became the official host of the GISAID platform. 

 GISAID‘s database access agreement ensures that contributors of genetic sequence data do not forfeit 

their intellectual property rights to the data. 

 GISAID‘s sharing mechanism took into account the concerns of Member States by providing a publicly accessible 

database designed by scientist for scientist, to improve the sharing of influenza data. 

 

World Health Day 

 April 7 is observed as ‗World Health Day‘. 

 This day in 1948, World Health Organisation was founded. 

 The theme for 2020 is ―Support Nurses and Midwives‖ because of the contribution of nurses and midwives in 

making the world a healthier place. 
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World Chagas Day 

 For the 1st time it was observed on April 14, 2020to spread awareness about this silent and silenced 

disease.  

 It is called silent because it progresses slowly, and silenced because it mainly affects the poor people who often 

lack political voice and proper healthcare. 

 The disease got its name from Dr Carlos Ribeiro Justiniano Chagas, who diagnosed the first patient with the 

disease in Brazil on April 14, 1909. 

 It is classified as a neglected tropical disease (it affects the low-income populations in developing countries 

across the globe). 

 It is also known as American trypanosomiasis. 

 It hits the most poverty-stricken communities, especially in Latin America. 

 A parasitic protozoan called Trypanosomacruzi causes this vector-borne disease. 

 

State of the World‟s Nursing  
 WHO, International Council of Nurses and the Nursing Now campaign, released a report titled, ―State of the 

World‘s Nursing‖. 

 Worldwide, there are 36.9 nurses per 10,000 people. 

 There are almost 10 times more nurses in the Americas than in the African region. 

 By 2030, there will be a shortage of over 5.7 million nurses worldwide. 

 The largest shortfall in absolute numbers is in the South-East Asian region, while in the Americas and Europe, the 

problem is different since they are facing an ageing nursing workforce. 

 

Spanish Flu 

 Worldwide comparisons are being made between COVID-19 and Spanish influenza of 1918-19, which is considered 

the most devastating pandemic in recent history. 

 Spanish flu was caused by an H1N1 influenza virus. 

 World War I was partly responsible for its spread. 

 Spain was one of the earliest countries where the epidemic was identified, but historians believe this was likely a 

result of wartime censorship. 

 Spain was a neutral nation during the war and did not enforce strict censorship of its press, which freely published 

early accounts of the illness. 

 As a result, people falsely believed the illness was specific to Spain, and the name "Spanish flu" stuck. 

 

Lancet Infectious Diseases Report 
 A study in the Lancet Infectious Diseases has estimated the mean duration from onset of symptoms of corona to 

death to be about 18 days and that of hospital discharge to be about 25 days. 

 Infection Fatality Rate takes into account the total number of people that might carry the virus without 

showing symptoms. 

 Contact tracing is the process of identifying, assessing and managing people who have been exposed to a disease 

to prevent transmission. 

 Crude Fatality Ratio does not take into account the severity of the infection, which means it just compares the 

total number of cases with the total number of deaths. 

 Infection Fatality Rate is lower than Crude Fatality Ratio. 

 

E-CIGARETTES 

 Recently, Parliament has passed the Prohibition of Electronic Cigarettes (Production, Manufacture, Import, 

Export, Transport, Sale, Distribution, Storage, and Advertisement) Bill, 2019. It will replace an Ordinance 

promulgated in September 2019. 

 

Key provisions of the Act 

 Definition of E-cigarette: The Bill defines electronic cigarettes (e-cigarettes) as electronic devices that heat a 

substance, which may contain nicotine and other chemicals, to create vapor for inhalation.  

 These e-cigarettes can also contain different flavors and include all forms of electronic nicotine delivery systems 

(ENDS), heat-not burn products, e-hookahs, and other similar devices. Smoking e-cigarettes is also called vaping. 

 It would make production, manufacture, import, export, transport, sale, distribution or 

advertisements of e-cigarettes a cognizable offence. 
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 The first offence will attract an imprisonment of up to one year or fine up to Rs. 1 lakh or both. 

 The subsequent offence will attract an imprisonment of up to three years and fine up to Rs. 5 lakhs. 

 Storage of electronic-cigarettes shall also be punishable with an imprisonment up to 6 months or fine up to Rs 

50,000 or both. 

 The owners of existing stocks of e-cigarettes on the date of commencement of the Ordinance will have to Suo-

moto declare and deposit these stocks with the nearest office of an authorized officer. 

 The Sub-Inspector of Police has been designated as the Authorized Officer to take action under the 

Ordinance.  

 The Central or State Governments may also designate any other equivalent officer(s) as Authorized Officer for 

enforcement of the provisions of the Ordinance. 

 If an authorized officer believes that any provision of the Bill has been contravened, he can search any place where 

trade, production, storage or advertising of e cigarettes is being undertaken.  

 The authorized officer can seize any record or property connected to e-cigarettes found during the search. 

Further, he may take the person connected with the offence into custody. 

 

Other Facts 

 India is signatory to the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (WHO FCTC). It invited all 

its signatories to consider prohibiting or regulating e-cigarettes in their countries. e-cigarettes have been 

completely banned in 25 countries including Brazil and Singapore. 

 FCTC Secretariat is based at the WHO Hq in Geneva. Meets every 2 years. India was 7th country to ratify in 

2004. CoP is the governing body. 

 Quit line number: To help smokers/Tobacco takers to quit. India is the only SAARC country to have this. 

 

About e-cigarettes 

 They are battery-operated devices that produce aerosol by heating a solution containing nicotine, which is the 

addictive substance in combustible cigarettes. These include all forms of Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems, 

Heat Not Burn Products, e-Hookah and the like devices. Smoking e-cigarettes is also called vaping. 

 

Electronic nicotine delivery systems (ENDS)  

 Which use a nicotine-laced liquid, including e-cigarettes, vape, e-sheesha, e-nicotine flavoured hookah and heat-

not-burn devices 

 ENDS are also not approved as nicotine replacement therapy under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act  

 India has the second largest number of tobacco users in the world 

 

Global Tobacco and Nicotine Forum 2019  

 It is an annual tobacco industry-supported and -organized event aimed at the promotion of the tobacco industry 

globally. 

 

WHO India Country Cooperation Strategy 

 Union Health Ministry launched the ‗World Health Organisation (WHO) India Country Cooperation 

Strategy (CCS) 2019–2023: A Time of Transition‟, with the collaboration providing a strategic roadmap 

for the WHO to work with the Indian government towards achieving its health sector goals; 

improving the health of its population; and bringing in transformative changes in the health 

sector. 

  The implementation of this CCS will build on the remarkable successes in public health that India has 

demonstrated to the world. 

  It‘s a great opportunity to showcase India as a model to the world in initiatives such as digital health, access to 

quality medicines and medical products, comprehensive hepatitis control programme, and Ayushman Bharat. 

 

AWaRe 

 The 2019 WHO AWaRe Classification Database was developed on the recommendation of the WHO Expert 

Committee on Selection and Use of Essential Medicines. 

  It includes details of 180 antibiotics classified as Access, Watch or Reserve, their pharmacological classes, 

Anatomical Therapeutic Chemical (ATC) codes and WHO Essential Medicines List status.  

 It is intended to be used as an interactive tool for countries to better support antibiotic monitoring and optimal 

use. 
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 The database also lists those antibiotics whose use is not recommended by WHO – namely fixed-dose 

combinations of multiple broad-spectrum antibiotics that lack evidence-based indications for use or 

recommendations in high-quality international guidelines.  

 Use of these antibiotics should be actively discouraged through several measures. 

 AWaRe classifies antibiotics into three stewardship groups: Access, Watch and Reserve, to emphasize the 

importance of their optimal uses and potential for antimicrobial resistance. 

 

WHO South-East Asia Region sets 2023 target to eliminate measles, rubella 

 Member Countries of WHO South-East Asia Region resolved to eliminate measles and rubella by 2023, to prevent 

deaths and disabilities caused by these highly infectious childhood killers diseases. 

 Measles elimination and rubella control has been a regional flagship priority since 2014.  

 Five countries have eliminated measles – Bhutan, DPR Korea, Maldives, Sri Lanka and Timor-Leste.  

 To achieve the new targets, the Member countries resolved to strengthen immunization systems for increasing and 

sustaining high level of population immunity against measles and rubella at both national and sub-national levels. 

 The resolution calls for ensuring a highly sensitive laboratory supported case-based surveillance 

system – better evidence for appropriate planning and response.  

 It also emphasizes on preparedness for outbreak response activities for measles and rubella. 

 All countries pledged to mobilize political, societal and financial support to ensure interruption of transmission of 

indigenous measles and rubella virus by 2023. 

 The Member countries adopted a ―Strategic Plan for Measles and Rubella Elimination 2020-2024‖ that 

lays down the road map and focus areas to achieve the elimination targets in the Region. 

 Children in all 11 Member countries have access to 2 doses of measles containing vaccine (MCV) and ten countries 

have access to rubella-containing vaccine. 

 

Measles 

 Measles is a highly contagious viral disease. 

 Measles is transmitted via droplets from the nose, mouth or throat of infected persons. 

 Initial symptoms include high fever, a runny nose, bloodshot eyes, and tiny white spots on the inside of the mouth.  

 Symptoms come after 10 to 12 days. 

 Rubella (German Measles) is a contagious, generally mild viral infection that occurs most often in children and 

young adults. 

 Measles can cause serious complications, including blindness, encephalitis, severe diarrhoea, ear infection and 

pneumonia while rubella/ congenital rubella syndrome (CRS) causes irreversible birth defects. 

 

National Animal Disease Control Program 

 PM Modi launched the National Animal Disease Control Programme (NACDP) to control and eradicate the 

Foot & Mouth Disease (FMD) and Brucellosis amongst the livestock in the country. 

 The 12,652 Crore fully Central Government sponsored programme will vaccinate over 600 million cattle 

in the country in an effort to mitigate the two diseases. 

 The Prime Minister also launched the National Artificial Insemination Programme and a country wide 

workshop in all the Krishi VIgyanKendras (KVKs) in all the 687 Districts of the country on vaccination and disease 

management, Artificial Insemination and Productivity. 

 

FMD:  

 It is a highly infectious and contagious viral disease of cattle, swine, sheep, goats, and other cloven-hooved 

ruminants.  

 There are seven strains which are endemic in different countries worldwide. Each strain requires a 

specific vaccine to provide immunity. 

 The disease is estimated to circulate in 77% of the global livestock population. Intensively reared animals 

are more susceptible to the disease than traditional breeds. 

 FMD is generally not fatal in adult animals but leaves them severely weakened, and results in a drastically reduced 

production of milk (milk loss is up to 100% for 4-6 months). 

 can infect human too but rarely. 

 Has affected many countries like USA, Mexico, UK, Japan etc. 

 The virus is sensitive to stomach acid and hence cannot spread by consumption of infected meat, except in the 

mouth before it is swallowed. 
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Brucellosis:  

 This is a zoonotic and contagious disease caused due to bacteria ―Brucella‖ that causes early abortions in 

animals, and prevents the addition of new calves to the animal population.  

 It also spreads from animals to people due to eating of raw or unpasteurized dairy products or either through 

the air or direct contact with infected animals.  

 The milk output reduces by 30% during entire life cycle of animal and also causes infertility among animals. 

 The disease in animals is characterized by reproductive failure. While animals typically recover, and will be able to 

have live offspring following the initial abortion, they may continue to shed the bacteria. 

 In case of Brucellosis the milk output reduces by 30%, during the entire life cycle of animal. 

 

Nipah virus 
 Nipah virus is a zoonotic virus (it is transmitted from animals to humans) and can also be transmitted through 

contaminated food or directly between people.  

 In infected people, it causes a range of illnesses from asymptomatic (subclinical) infection to acute 

respiratory illness and fatal encephalitis.  

 The virus can also cause severe disease in animals such as pigs, resulting in significant economic losses for 

farmers. 

 Although Nipah virus has caused only a few known outbreaks in Asia, it infects a wide range of animals and causes 

severe disease and death among people. 

 Human infections range from asymptomatic infection to acute respiratory infection, and fatal encephalitis. 

 

Healthy States, Progressive India 

 NITI Aayog in assistance with World Bank and M of Health released the Second Edition of ―Healthy 

States, Progressive India‖ Report. 

 The report ranks states and Union territories innovatively on their year-on-year incremental change in 

health outcomes, as well as, their overall performance. 

 Kerala, Andhra Pradesh & Maharashtra ranked on top in terms of overall performance Haryana, Rajasthan 

and Jharkhand ranked top three States in terms of annual incremental performance. 

 The Round II report focuses on measuring and highlighting the overall performance and incremental 

improvement over a two year period (2016-17 and 2017-18) in the States and UTs 

 The ranking is categorized as Larger States, Smaller States and Union Territories (UTs), to ensure comparison 

among similar entities.  

 

Healthcare Service Personnel and Clinical Establishments (Prohibition of Violence 
and Damage to Property) Bill 2019 

 

 The draft bill makes assault of healthcare professionals a criminal offence with an imprisonment of up to five years 

and fine extending up to Rs 5 lakh. 

 Bill also differentiates between injuries and causing grievous hurt to a healthcare professional.  

 Apart from stringent punishment and fines, the person would also be liable to pay compensation for damage 

to property of hospital or clinical establishment and also to the injured healthcare professional.  

 Section 9 (2) also lays down a scenario where the convict does not pay the compensation. "If the convicted 

person does not pay the compensation granted… the said sum shall be recovered as an arrear of land revenue 

under the Revenue Recovery Act 1890," the draft Bill says.  

 

microRNA: 

 A microRNA (abbreviated miRNA) is a small non-coding RNA molecule (containing about 22 nucleotides) found 

in plants, animals and some viruses. 

 It functions in RNA silencing and post-transcriptional regulation of gene expression. 

 The miRNAs associated with cancer are called ‗Oncomirs‟. 

 

miR-155 

 It is a microRNa. 

 It is over-expressed in tongue cancer. 

 IIT Madras researchers have shown that knocking out miR-155 causes death of cancer cells, arrests the cell cycle 

and regresses tumour size in animal models and reduces cell viability and colony formation in bench top assays. 
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Reverse transcription nested PCR (RT-nPCR): 

 Developed by Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB). 

 The nested PCR (RT-nPCR) approach does not depend on RT-qPCR but uses standard RT-PCR as part of an 

endpoint assay. 

 This test has shown comparable performance to the standard RT-qPCR test. 

 

I-Lab 

 India‘s first I-Lab (infectious disease diagnostic laboratory) for COVID testing in rural and inaccessible areas of 

India. 

 It is an infectious disease diagnostic laboratory- a mobile testing facility. 

 Developed by the DBT-AMTZ COVID Command Consortia (COVID Medtech Manufacturing Development] 

Consortia). 

 It has been developed under National Biopharma mission. 

 Specifications 

o Automotive Chassis, Diagnostic Equipment, Clean Room, BSL-2 lab, bio-safety cabinets 

o 25 Tests (RT-PCR) per I-Lab per Day 

o 300 ELISA tests/day 

o Additional test for other diseases for TB, HIV etc. tol be costed as per CGHS rates. 

 

DBT-AMTZ COMManD 

 The Department of Biotechnology (DBT), Ministry of Science & Technology along with Andhra Pradesh Med-tech 

Zone (AMTZ) has initiated the DBT-AMTZ COMManD [COVID Medtech Manufacturing Development] Consortia. 

 address the shortage of critical healthcare technologies in India and move progressively towards a stage of self-

sufficiency. 

 AMTZ is Asia's first medical equipment manufacturing ecosystem, uniquely dedicated for Medtech and supported 

by various Ministries. 

 

National Deworming Day 

 10th round of National Deworming Day (NDD) was conducted by Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.  

 NDD was launched in 2015 to make every child in the country worm free.  

 According to WHO241 million children aged1-14 years are at risk of parasitic intestinal worms in India, also 

known as Soil-Transmitted Helminths.  

 Here children and adolescents aged 1-19 years are administered Albendazole (400 mg) across various educational 

institutions.  

 Soil-transmitted helminths refer to the intestinal worms infecting humans that are transmitted through 

contaminated soil and this infection is found mainly in areas with warm and moist climates where sanitation and 

hygiene are poor, including in temperate zones during warmer months.  

 

ICOSDITAUS-2020  
 International Conference on Standardisation of Diagnosis and Terminologies in Ayurveda, Unani and Siddha 

Systems of Medicine (ICoSDiTAUS) was jointly organized by the Ministry of AYUSH and WHO.  

 The objective was to ensure effective International Classification of Diseases (ICD-11) implementation and further 

development of the supplementary chapter on traditional medicine diagnoses in ICD-11.  

 16 countries that took part are: India, Sri Lanka, Mauritius, Serbia, Curacao, Cuba, Myanmar, Equatorial Guinea, 

Qatar, Ghana, Bhutan, Uzbekistan, Switzerland, Iran, Jamaica, and Japan.  

 They adopted ‗New Delhi Declaration on Collection and Classification of Traditional Medicine (TM) Diagnostic 

Data‘ and emphasised the commitment of the countries to Traditional Medicine as a significant area of health care. 

 

Other Government Initiatives 

 As per the recent report of National Family Health Survey (NFHS) – 4, 22.9% women (15-49 years of age) are 

underweight (BMI less than 18.5 kg/m2). The States which have highest percentage of malnutrition among women 

are Jharkhand (31.5%) and Bihar (30.4%).  

 The Ministry of Women and Child Development is implementing agency for a centrally sponsored Child 

Protection Services Scheme for supporting the children in difficult circumstances.  
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Athena SWAN (Scientific Women‟s Academic Network) is a charter established and managed by the UK 

Equality Challenge Unit in 2005 that recognises and celebrates good practices in higher education and research 

institutions towards the advancement of gender equality.  

 

Janani Shishu Suraksha Karyakaram has been launched with the objective to eliminate out of pocket expenses 

for both pregnant women and sick infants accessing public health institution for treatment.  

The average life expectancy at birth has increased from 49.7 during 1970-75 to 69.0 in 2013-17, registering an increase 

of 19.3 years during this period. The life expectancy at birth for male and female during 2013-17 were 67.8 and 70.4 

years respectively.  

 

National Creche Scheme  

It is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme to provide day care facilities to children (age group of 6 months to 6 years) of 

working mothers.  

 

Mission ParivarVikas 

It was launched in November 2016 for substantially increasing access to contraceptives and family planning services 

in146 high fertility districts with Total Fertility Rate (TFR) of 3 and above in seven high focus states.  

Revised Mother and Child Protection Card is the joint initiative of the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare and the 

Ministry of Woman and Child Development.  

Components of Rashtriya Kishor SwasthyaKaryakram: Adolescent Friendly Health Clinics (AFHCs), Weekly 

Iron Folic Acid Supplementation (WIFS) Programme and Peer Educator Programme.  

 

Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi  

It is an umbrella scheme. Under this, a component of rare diseases has been included for providing one-time financial 

assistance up to Rs.15 lakh to patients belonging to BPL families for treatment of specified Rare Diseases amenable to 

one-time treatment in Government hospitals. 

 

Solidarity Trial 

• It is WHO led initiative aimed at rapid global search for drugs to treat COVID-19 and India aims to join it. 

• Many countries, including Argentina, Bahrain, Canada, France, Iran, Norway, South Africa, Spain, Switzerland, 

and Thailand have already confirmed joining the solidarity trial. 

• The Solidarity Trial will test four different drugs or combinations - remdesivir, a combination of two drugs 

lopinavir and ritonavir, the two drugs plus interferon beta, and chloroquine. 

 

Community Transmission 

• The Department of Health Research and ICMR will start testing influenza patients without any travel 

history or contact with novel coronavirus disease for signs of community transmission. 

• Stages of a Pandemic 

• 1st stage: Pandemic, cases are imported into a country in which the infection did not originate. 

• 2nd stage: local transmission meaning that source of the infection is from within a particular area and the 

trajectory the virus has taken from one person to the next is clearly established.  

• 3rd stage: community transmission. Here people begin to catch a disease from those who do not know they have 

the infection.  

• 4th stage: Endemicin some countries.  For example: malaria and dengue in India. 

 

Contact tracing 

• Global technology giants Apple and Google have announced that they are partnering on developing contact 

tracing technology to help governments and health authorities tackle the coronavirus pandemic. 

• They are planning to build a comprehensive solution that includes application programming interfaces 

(APIs) and operating system-level technology to assist in enabling contact tracing. 

• The World Health Organization (WHO) defines contact tracing as the process of identifying, assessing, and 

managing people who have been exposed to a disease to prevent onward transmission. 
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Pooled testing 

• Stating that the number of COVID-19 cases in India is rising, the Indian Council of Medical Research is now 

advising the feasibility of using pooled samples for molecular testing of patient samples.  

• A pooled testing algorithm involves the PCR screening of a specimen pool comprising multiple individual 

patient specimens, followed by individual testing (pool deconvolution) only if a pool screens positive.  

• As all individual samples in a negative pool are regarded as negative, it results in substantial cost savings when a 

large proportion of pools tests negative. 

• As per ICMR, preferable number of samples to be pooled is five, though more than two samples can be pooled, but 

considering higher possibility of missing positive samples with low viral load, it is strongly discouraged to pool 

more than five samples, except in research mode. 

 

Centre for Augmenting WAR with COVID-19 Health Crisis (CAWACH) 

• Department of Science & Technology, in the fight againstCOVID-19 pandemic approved setting up of a 

CAWACH. 

• CAWACH will scout, evaluate and support the innovations and start-ups that address COVID-19 challenges. 

• Implementing Agency: Society for Innovation and Entrepreneurship, a technology business 

incubator at IIT Bombay. 

• Mandate: Extend timely support to potential start-ups by way of the requisite financial assistance and fund 

deployment targeting innovations that are deployable in the market within next 6months. 

 

Anosmia 

• Anosmia, the loss of sense of smell, and Ageusia, an accompanying diminished sense of taste, have emerged as 

peculiar tell-tale signs ofCOVID-19, the disease caused by the coronavirus, and possible markers of infection. 

• According to recent findings significant numbers of coronavirus patients experienced anosmia, saying that in 

South Korea, where testing has been widespread, 30% of 2,000 patients who tested positive experienced anosmia 

as their major presenting symptom (these were mild cases). 

• Researchers have advised adults who lose their senses of smell to isolate themselves for seven days, even if they 

have no other symptoms, to slow the disease‘s spread. 

 

Country‟s first women-only medical college  
• Symbiosis to set up country‘s first women-only medical college to offer free medical education.  

• It will be called the Symbiosis Medical College for Women (SMCW).  

• It will be the first medical college in the country to offer free medical education.  

 

Safe Hands Challenge 

• It is a WHO led campaign in order to fight corona virus.  

• The campaign urges everyone to wash their hands regularly for 40 seconds to keep themselves safe and prevent 

the transmission of disease. 

 

Ossification test 

• It is the primary test for age determination.  

• Human bones are remodelled and new layer of bone material is laid by a process called ossification. 

• Ossification is also known as osteogenesis.  

• Courts have held that medical opinion based upon ossification test is merely an expert opinion under the Indian 

Evidence Act, 1872. Therefore, it cannot be binding upon courts. 

 

Global Vaccine Summit 2020 

• UK-hosted Global Vaccine Summit 2020. 

• Initiated by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. 

• Partners with the Foundation, the WHO, the UNICEF, the World Bank and governments all over the world. 

• GAVI, the Vaccine Alliance was formed in 2000 as the ‗Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunisation‘. 

• works in the area of improving access to vaccines for the most vulnerable children. 

• Gavi shares the cost developing countries pay for vaccines, which has resulted in more than 460 vaccine 

campaigns and dramatically boosted immunisation against virulent diseases. 
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Utra Swachh 

• DRDO develops Ultra Swachh for disinfection of PPEs and other materials. 

• The system has been developed by the Institute of Nuclear Medicine & Allied Sciences (INMAS), the 

Delhi-based laboratory of DRDO in partnership with M/s Gel Craft Healthcare Private Ltd, Ghaziabad. 

• The system uses an advanced oxidative process comprising of multiple barrier disruption approach using 

Ozonated Space Technology for disinfection.  

• The system is double layered with specialised Ozone sealant technology assuring trapping of ozone for the 

necessary disinfection cycle. 

• It also has catalytic converter to ensure environment friendly exhaust i.e. only oxygen and water. 

 

Aarogyapath 

• Provide real-time availability of critical healthcare supplies for manufacturers, suppliers and customers. 

• Launched by The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR). 

• the integrated public platform can help customers in tackling a number of routinely experienced issues like 

dependence on limited suppliers, time-consuming processes to identify good quality products, limited access to 

suppliers etc. 

 

Randomised Controlled trials 

• A randomised controlled trial, or RCT, is a study in which people are allocated at random, entirely by chance, to 

receive one of several clinical interventions. 

• One of these interventions is the standard of comparison or control.  

• The control may be standard practice/treatment options, a placebo (a drug without an active substance, or 

a ‗sugar pill‘), or no intervention at all. 

• The idea is to measure and compare the outcomes against the control after the participants receive the 

treatment. 

• RCT approach removes the impact of chance in cause and effect relationships and helps ensure the development of 

safe, efficacious drugs that can be used in the real-world setting. 

• The Solidarity and RECOVERY (or Randomised Evaluation of COVid-19 thERapY) trials are examples of 

large-scale RCTs done with multiple partners at many locations. 

 

International Yoga Day 

• Observed every year on the 21stof June. 

• Declared by the UN General Assembly on 11th December 2014. 

• Yoga is a mental, physical and spiritual discipline or practice that has its origins in India. 
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Food Planet Prize 

 The 1 million$ worth annual prizes have been created by Sweden to feed billion of people.  

 The objective is to address the climate change threats towards food supply all over the world. 

 Two prizes are ―an existing scalable solution for sustainable foods‖ and the other includes ―innovative 

initiatives to transform global food sector‖. 

 

UN Gender Social Norms index 

 The index is released by United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). 

 It has data from more than 75 countries. 

 It measures how social beliefs hinder gender equality in different areas like work, politics and education. 

 

Period Poverty 

 Scotland brought about a proposed law to make sanitary products free for all. 

 When passed, Scotland may become the first country in the world to end ‗period poverty‘.  

 ‗Period poverty Scotland‘ website mentions some circumstances that make menstruation a difficult experience for 

women. These include homelessness, coercive, controlling and violent relationships and health conditions such as 

endometriosis.  

 

The World Happiness Report 2020 

 It was released by the UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network. 

 UN's annual International Day of Happiness falls on March 20. 

  It was originally launched in 2012. 

 It looks at the state of global happiness in 156 countries, ranking countries using the Gallup World Poll. 

 There are six factors that are looked into- levels of GDP, life expectancy, generosity, social support, 

freedom and corruption income. 

 Finland was placed at the top of the list as the happiest country in the world. This was 3rd time in a row. 

 India is ranked 144, way lower than its neighbours.  

 

„#iCommit‟ initiative 

 Initiated by Minister of State (IC) for Power and New & Renewable Energy. 

 It will be driven by Energy Efficiency Services Limited (EESL). 

 It is centred around the idea of building an energy resilient future. 

 The initiative will also celebrate and promote key undertakings of Government of India such as National Electric 

Mobility Mission 2020, FAME 1 and 2,DeenDayalUpadhyaya Gram JyotiYojana, the Saubhagya Scheme,Ujwal 

DISCOM Assurance Yojna (UDAY), Atal Distribution system Improvement Yojna (AJAY), Smart Meter National 

Programme, Pradhan MantriKisanUrja Suraksha evamUtthanMahaabhiya (KUSUM), Solar Parks, Grid Connected 

Rooftop, UnnatJyoti by Affordable LED for All (UJALA), Atal JyotiYojna (AJAY). 

 

WORLD POPULATION PROSPECTS 2019 

 The World Population Prospects 2019‗ was published by the Population Division of the UN Department of 

Economic and Social Affairs. 

 The global population is projected to increase from 7.7 billion in 2019 to 9.7 billion by 2050. By the end of 

the century, the world population is set to peak at a level of about 11 billion. 

 By 2027,India„s population is projected to surpass China„s. India is also expected to add 273 million 

people by 2050 and will remain the most populated until the end of the century. 

 Declining population: By 2050, 55 countries are estimated to see their populations shrink by at least 

1%. This is due to sustained low levels of fertility and high rates of emigration. In China, the population is 

projected to shrink by as much as 2.2 % or 31.4 million by 2050. 

 Ageing: part of the age group of 65 as compared to one in 11 in 2019. 
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Food and Nutrition Security 

 Food and Nutrition Security Analysis, India, 2019, prepared by the Ministry of Statistics and Program 

Implementation and World Food Program (WFP) was released. 

 Despite decreasing stunting by one fifth during last decade, almost one in three Indian children under five 

years i.e. 31.4% of children will still remain stunted by the 2022. 

 Inter and Intra State Variations in Malnutrition is found in country with highest levels of stunting and 

underweight are being found in Jharkhand, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat and Maharashtra. 

 Prevalence of Multiple Types of Malnutrition among Children i.e. of any two or all three measures of 

malnutrition: stunting, wasting and underweight. 

 Anemia Prevalence: Iron deficiency anemia remains a major public health concern in India where half of 

women 15- 49 years of age are anemic, regardless of age, residence or pregnancy status. 

 

Malnutrition:  

 It includes under nutrition (wasting, stunting, underweight), inadequate vitamins or minerals, overweight, 

obesity, and resulting diet-related non-communicable diseases.  

 

Types of malnutrition: 

 Moderate Acute malnutrition (MAM): Children aged between six months and 59 months who are between 

the -2 and -3 standard deviation for weight for height (wasting) score. 

 Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM): Children aged between six months and 59 months and have a weight for 

height (wasting) score 3 standard deviations below the median, have a mid-upper-arm circumference less than 115 

mm, or the presence of bilateral edema. 

 Severe Chronic Malnutrition (SCM): Calculated with the Z-score defined as a height-for-age index less than 

–3 standard deviations from the mean weight of a reference population of children of the same height and/or 

having edema. 

 Stunting: Calculation is based on height-for-age. It is associated with an underdeveloped brain, poor learning 

capacity, and increased nutrition-related diseases. 

 Wasting: Calculated by weight-for-height. It is associated with decreased fat mass. Also known as wasting 

syndrome, it causes muscle and fat tissue to waste away. 

 Underweight: Calculated by the weight-for-age formula. It is a body weight considered to be too low to be 

healthy. It can reflect both stunting and wasting. 

 

POSHAN Abhiyaan (National Nutrition Mission) 

 To reduce stunting, under-nutrition, anemia (among young children, women and adolescent girls) and reduce low 

birth weight by 2%, 2%, 3% and 2% per annum respectively by 2022 and strive to achieve reduction in 

Stunting from 38.4% (NFHS-4) to 25% by 2022 (Mission 25 by 2022). 

 It was launched in 2018 by PM in Jhunjhunu, Rajasthan. 

 

POSHAN Atlas  
 MoWCD in association with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and Deendayal Research Institute is 

developing a POSHAN atlas under POSHAN abhiyan. Its aim is to map the crops and food grains grown in 

different regions of the country so thatnutritious protein rich food in local areas can be promoted 

 

National Nutrition Strategy 

 It is a 10-point nutrition action plan that includes governance reforms and envisages a framework wherein 

the four proximate determinants of nutrition – uptake of health services, food, drinking water & sanitation and 

income & livelihoods – work together to accelerate decline of under nutrition in India.  

 

Anemia MuktBharat(AMB) 

 Launched in the year 2018  

 Part of Intensified National Iron Plus Initiative (NIPI) Program for accelerating the annual rate of decline of 

anemia from one to three percentage points. 

 

 

 



PRELIMS XPRESS 2020:: SOCIAL ISSUES 
 

pg. 37 

The 6x6x6 strategy  
 It is under AMB (Anemia Mukt Bharat) implies six age groups, six interventions and six institutional mechanisms.  

 The strategy focuses on ensuring supply chain, demand generation and strong monitoring using the dashboard for 

addressing anemia, both due to nutritional and non-nutritional causes. 

 

Eat Right India Campaign 

 The ‗EAT RIGHT INDIA Campaign‘, with its new logo and tagline ‗SahiBhojan, Behtar Jeevan‘ was released by the 

Union Health minister. 

 Eat Right Movement was launched in 2018 by FSSAI to improve public health in India and combat negative 

nutritional trends to fight lifestyle diseases. 

 It is multi-sectoral effort with primary focus on daily intake of salt, sugar, fat, phasing-out trans-fats from diets 

and promoting healthier food options. 

 It is built on two broad pillars of Eat Healthy and Eat Safe. It brings together three ongoing initiatives of 

FSSAI that target citizens: 

 The Safe and Nutritious Food (SNF) Initiative, focused on social and behavioral change around food safety 

and nutrition at home, school, workplace and on-the-go. 

 The Eat Healthy Campaign focused on daily intake of salt, sugar, fat, phasing-out trans-fats. 

 About Green Purple Initiative FSSAI also launched the Green Purple initiative logo.The initiative aims to 

qualify the chefs on food safety legal requirements and sustainable cooking methods, in order to promote trans-fat 

free cooking.It will be a six months program that includes key areas of trans-fat free cooking, using less sodium, 

and hygienic, seasonal, eco-friendly, less energy consuming cooking methods.The chefs shall thereafter ensure 

global standards of food safety and sustainable environment practices. 

 

Leprosy in India  
 India has become the leprosy capital of theworld in the 14 years since it was declared leprosy-free.  

 Leprosy is a chronic infectious disease caused by Mycobacteriumleprae. It usually affects the skin and 

peripheral nerves. 

 Long incubation period of 5 to 7 years 

 Causes permanent physical disability India was declared leprosy free in 2005. 

 

Remedies for leprosy 

 Can be treated through multidrug therapy, available free of cost in all public hospitals. 

 National leprosy eradication program for eradication of leprosy 

 Leprosy cannot be used as a ground for dissolution of marriage. 

 Introduced three pronged strategy to deal with Leprosy under National Health Mission. 

 Sparsh-leprosy awareness campaign aimed to address the issue of stigma and discrimination is launched 

 

Supreme Court guidelines: 

 Undertake a campaign to spread the awareness 

 Deletion of the archaic provisions 

 Telecasting of programs on Radio and TV for spreading awareness 

 Campaign at Gram Panchayat level 

 

Human Development Report 

 The 2019 Human Development Report ―Beyond income, beyond averages, beyond today: Inequalities in human 

development in the 21st century‖, was released. 

 

Findings with respect to India 

 India ranks 129 out of 189 countries on the 2019 Human Development Index (HDI). This is an improvement from 

130th position last year. 

 The overall index, given in the 2019 HDI report of UNDP, showed that India scored 0.647 in 2018, as against 

0.643 in the previous year. India‘s HDI value increased by 50 per cent (from 0.431 to 0.647) from 1990 to 2018. 

 

About the Human Development Report 

 The Report was released for the first time in the year 1990, by the United Nations Development Program (UNDP). 

 The Human Development Report Office releases five composite indices each year:  
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o Human Development Index (HDI),  

o the Inequality-Adjusted Human Development Index (IHDI, 130),  

o the Gender Development Index (GDI),  

o the Gender Inequality Index (GII, 122/162), and  

o the Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI). 

 Human Development Index (HDI) is released as part of first Human Development Report. This measures 

achievement in the basic dimensions of human development across countries. The HDI ranks countries on the 

basis of three parameter: Life expectance, Education, Per capita income 

 

Gender Parity Index 

 India has ranked 112th among 153 countries in theannual Global Gender Gap Index for 2020, publishedby 

the World Economic Forum (WEF).  

 Report‘s Parameters 

o Economic Participation and Opportunity 

o Educational Attainment 

o Health and Survival 

o Political Empowerment 

 

Maternity Benefit Scheme  
 Three years after a pan-India maternity benefit programme promising Rs. 6,000 to new mothers was first 

announced, the chorus on its many exclusions is growing louder leading to a demand for a scheme that is truly 

universal. 

 

About Pradhan Mantri MatruVandanaYojana (PMMVY) 

 Under the Pradhan Mantri MatruVandanaYojana(PMMVY), it is envisaged to give a benefit of Rs.5,000 to 

pregnant and lactating mothers for thebirth of their first child. 

 This would be disbursed in three instalmentsupon meeting several conditionalities like—registration of pregnancy, 

at least one antenatalcheck-up, registration of childbirth andvaccinations. 

 The remaining cash incentive of up to Rs.1,000 isto be given under a separate scheme called theJanani Suraksha 

Yojana, so that on an ―average women get a total sum of Rs.6,000. 

 The objective is to compensate women for wageloss due to childbirth. 

 

BIS Standards for Piped Water 

 The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) is preparing the ground for enforcement of piped water quality standards 

with a workshop for State officials. 

 

Details 

 Providing safe drinking water to the common public is a primary requirement for ensuring health. 

 States were informed about the certification schemes and testing facilities required for compliance with it. 

 Unlike the BIS standard for bottled water, private companies mostly produce this; the standard for piped water — 

largely supplied by government agencies — is not yet mandatory. 

 

Survey quality of piped drinking water by BIS finding 

 Mumbai‟s tap water is the best and Delhi‟s worst among all metros and major state capitals in the country. 

 None of the 11 water samples collected from Delhi complied with the bureau‗s standards for drinking water. 

 One or more samples did not comply with the requirements in six state capitals — Hyderabad, Bhubaneshwar, 

Ranchi, Raipur, Amaravati and Shimla. 

 

About BIS 

 The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) is the national Standards Body of India working under the aegis of 

Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution, Government of India. 

 The Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 1986, establishes it. 

 The Minister in charge of the Ministry or Department having administrative control of the BIS is the ex-officio 

President of the BIS. 
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About Jal Jeevan Mission: 

 Jal Shakti is the nodal Ministry for the Jal Jeevan Mission. 

 It will provide functional household tap connections to 14.6 crore rural households by 2024 at a provisional cost of 

Rs.3.6 lakh crores. 

 It also aims to create local infrastructure for rainwater harvesting, groundwater recharge and management of 

household wastewater for reuse in agriculture. 

 According to the data published in various reports, about half of the country‘s households do not have access to 

piped water supply. 

 

About the National Aquifer Mapping and Management Programme: 

 Aquifer mapping refers to groundwater resource mapping. 

 The NAQUIM was launched in 2012, with CGWB as the executing body. 

 The programme aims to cover more than 25 million square kilometres that have been delineated ―hydro 

geologically mapped. 

 Since groundwater is a key component in a number of programmes launched by various Union government 

ministries, a carefully crafted convergence of NAQUIM outputs can help in optimising the benefits. 

 One of the major objectives of NAQUIM is to promote participatory groundwater management. 

 

Atal Bhujal Yojana  
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Atal Bhujal scheme to strengthen the institutional framework for 

participatory groundwater management and bringing about behavioral changes at the community level for 

sustainable groundwater resource management in seven States.  

 About the scheme 

o The scheme will be implemented in about 8,350 Gram panchayats in 78 districts of Gujarat, Haryana, 

Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh. 

o Of the total outlay of 6,000 crores to be provided from 2020--21 to 2024--25, 50% will be in the 

form of World Bank loan to be repaid by the Central government. 

o The entire World Bank‟s loan component and the Central assistance will be passed on to the 

States as grants. 

o The scheme aims to deliver water to every household in the country by 2024. 

o A comprehensive and holistic approach had been adopted with the setting upof the Jal Shakti Ministry, which 

this monsoon made extensive efforts forwater conservation. 

o The Jal Jeevan Mission would work towards delivering piped water supply toevery house and Atal 

Bhujal scheme would pay special attention to those areas where the groundwater was very low. 

o To incentivize gram panchayats, those with better performance would begiven more allocation under the 

scheme. 

o Both the Central and State governments would spend 3.5 lakh crore onwater-related schemes in the 

next five years. 
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