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PROGRESS ON DRINKING WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE: 

2000-2017 – 

A Joint Monitoring Programme report titled, ―Progress on drinking water, sanitation and hygiene: 20002017: Special 

focus on inequalities‖, was released by the United Nations Children‘s Fund (UNICEF)and the World Health 

Organization (WHO).  

 

Key findings are:  

 India is responsible for single-handedly dragging the world towards achieving Sustainable Development Goal of 

ending open defecation. India accounts for almost two thirds of the 650 million people globally who stopped 

practising open defecation between 2000 and 2017.  

 India has increased the percentage of its population with access to a protected drinking water source less than 30 

minutes away, from 79% in 2000 to 93% in 2017.  

 However, the percentage of households getting piped water has remained stagnant at 44% over the 17-year period.  

 

WORLD POPULATION PROSPECTS 2019 

 The World Population Prospects 2019‘ was published by the Population Division of the UN Department of 

Economic and Social Affairs.  

 The global population is projected to increase from 7.7 billion in 2019 to 9.7 billion by 2050. By the end of the 

century, the world population is set to peak at a level of about 11 billion.  

 By 2027, India‘s population is projected to surpass China‘s. India is also expected to add 273 million people by 

2050 and will remain the most populated until the end of the century. 

 Declining population: By 2050, 55 countries are estimated to see their populations shrink by at least 1%. This is 

due to sustained low levels of fertility and high rates of emigration. In China, the population is projected to shrink 

by as much as 2.2 % or 31.4 million by 2050.  

 Ageing: part of the age group of 65 as compared to one in 11 in 2019.  

 

NRC 

Context- Supreme Court of India has held that a Foreigner  Tribunal‗s order declaring a person as an illegal 

foreignerwill be binding andwill prevail overgovernment decisionto include or excludename from NationalRegister of 

Citizens(NRC) in Assam. 

 The court made it clear that the decision of a foreign tribunal is distinct from the government's decision and the 

latter's order being the quasijudicial order would be binding and prevail over the government‗s decision.  

 However, for persons whose names are not included in the NRC in Assam the court pointed out that they can 

establish their Assamese identity and seek review of the tribunal‗s decision by producing relevant documents 

including the ones related to the family tree and others.  

 Striving to separate genuine Indian citizens from so-called illegal migrants who might be living in India, Assam's 

NRC was updated for the first time since 1951, last year. It had left out nearly 40 Lakh people, including some 

MLAs and a former Chief Minister from the citizen's register.  

 Under the terms of the initiative, anyone who failed to prove that they or their ancestors had entered the state 

before midnight on March 24, 1971, would be declared a foreigner.  
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EQUIP 

Context- Ministry of Human ResourceDevelopment plans to launch an ambitious 1.5lakh crore action plan to improve 

the qualityand accessibility of higher education over thenext five years. 

 This is being described as the implementation plan for the National Education Policy (NEP).  

 The last NEP was released in 1986, with a revision in 1992.  

 EQUIP stands for the Education Quality Upgradation and Inclusion Programme and was crafted by ten 

committees led by experts within the government such as NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant, principal scientific 

advisor K. Vijay Raghavan and former revenue secretary Hasmukh Adhia, as well as some corporate chiefs.  

 The ten committees have drafted strategy to improve access to higher education, especially for underserved 

communities; improve the gross enrolment ration; improve teaching and learning processes; build educational 

infrastructure; improve the quality of research and innovation; use technology and online learning tools; and work 

on accreditation systems, governance structures and financing.  

 Given that the last budget only allocated Rs 37,461 crore tothe higher education department, the EQUIP project 

willneed to rely on extra-budgetary resources.  

 EQUIP is meant to bridge the gap between policy and implementation.  

 

SCHOOL EDUCATION QUALITY INDEX (SEQI) 

Context 

This index aims to bring an ‗outcomes‗ focusededucation policy by providing States and UTs with aplatform to 

identify their strengths and weaknesses. Itwill help State and UTs to undertake requisite coursecorrections or policy 

interventions. 

 

Objective 

 Foster the spirit of competitive and cooperativefederalism. 

 Facilitate sharing of knowledge and best practicesacross States and UTs. 

About Index 

 It was developed through a collaborative process,including key stakeholders such as Ministry ofHuman Resource 

and Development (MHRD), theWorld Bank and sector experts. 

 The index consists of 30 critical indicators thatassess the delivery of quality education. 

 Category  

1: Outcomeso Domain 1: Learning outcomeso Domain 2: Access outcomeso Domain 3: Infrastructure and facilities 

foroutcomeso Domain 4: Equity outcomes 

 Category 2: Governance processes 

aiding outcomes 

 SEQI also included an analysis of 

States and UnionTerritories for 

each indicator under study. 

 To facilitate a like-for-like 

comparison, States andUTs have 

been grouped as Large States, 

SmallStates and UTs. 

 For instance, indicators such as 

average score inClass 3, 5 and 8 for 

Language and 

Mathematics,Transition Rates from 

primary to upper-primarylevel, 

capturing equity in learning 

outcomesbetween general and 

marginalised sections ofsociety, 

supply a wealth of data for future 
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actionand policy design for every State. 

 

About the Outcomes 

 States and UTs‗ performance on LearningOutcomes are driven by their results on theNational Achievement Survey 

(NAS) 2017. 

 Their performance on Access Outcomes isprimarily driven by enrolment ratios at thesecondary level and 

transition rates from upperprimary to secondary level. 

 In terms of Infrastructure & Facilities forOutcomes, States and UTs‗ performance is stronglylinked to the presence 

of Computer AidedLearning (CAL) at the elementary level andvocational education at the secondary and senior 

secondary level. 

 

Result 

Future 

 The relevance of existing indicators andavailability of data for new indicators will befactored into the index design. 

 The linkages between policy actions and SEQIindicators will be analyzed to reflect the effortsmade by States and 

UTs to improve schooleducation. 

 

SUPREME COURT VERDICT ON SC/ST (PREVENTION OF 

ATROCITIES) ACT 

Context 

Supreme Court recalled its decision to effectivelydiluted provisions of arrest under the Scheduled Castes& Scheduled 

Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act,1989. 

 

Court Observation 

 Permission of appointing authority to arrest apublic servant is not at all statutorily envisaged. 

 It is encroaching in the legislature domains. 

 This direction is discriminatory and would causeseveral legal complications. 

 The court pointed out that there is no provision inthe Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) or SC/STAct for a 

preliminary enquiry. 

 Directions are impermissible within theparameters laid down by this Court for exercise ofpowers under Article 142 

of Constitution of India. 

 The court ruled that historically disadvantagedgroups must be given special protection so thatthey can be uplifted 

from their poor socialeconomic conditions. 

 

Review of Judgement 

 Review‗ of a Supreme Court judgment is done bythe same bench. 

 Overruling‗ means that the law laid down in onecase is overruled in another case. 

 When a higher court on appeal alters the judgmentof a lower court, it is called reversal. 

 

SC/ST Act 

 It was enacted in 1989 in furtherance of theprovisions for abolition of untouchability (Article17) and equality 

(Articles 14, 15) in theConstitution. 

 

Earlier Judgement vs New Judgement 

 In the March 20, 2018 judgment, the SupremeCourt laid down safeguards, including provisionsfor anticipatory 

bail and a ―preliminary enquiry‖ before registering a case under the Act. 

 In Review Judgement, the Bench said Section 18was enacted to instil a sense of deterrence andrelied on Kartar 

Singh (1994) case judgement inwhich the court had held that denial ofanticipatory bail does not violate Article 21. 
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 Neither an FIR will be immediately registered norwill arrests be made without a preliminary inquiryby an SSP. In 

the review judgement, Courtobserved, public servants already have a remedy infalse cases under CrPC Section 482 

and can getsuch FIRs quashed by High Courts. Need of anSSP‗s approval for arrest was rejected. 

 In 2018, the court had said that even if apreliminary inquiry is held and a case registered,arrest is not necessary, 

and no public servant should be arrested without the written permissionof the appointing authority. In the 

reviewjudgement, the decision on arrest will be taken bythe investigating authority, not by the 

appointingauthority. 

 

FREEDOM OF RELIGION 

Constitution on freedom of religionIndian society has nourished and nurtured almost allestablished religion of world 

like Hinduism, Islam,Christianity, Buddhism, Jainism, Sikhism etc. fromtime immemorial.Article 25(1) states, 

―Subject to public order,morality and health and to the other provisions ofthis Part, all persons are equally entitled 

tofreedom of conscience and the right freely toprofess, practise and propagate religionReligious conversion means 

adopting a new religion, areligion that is different from his previous religion orreligion by his birth. 

 

Reasons behind religious conversion  

 Conversion by force  

 Conversion by offering better life. It means offering economic incentive for one to come out of the religion.  

 Conversion for marriage  

 Conversion to escape the rigid hierarchical system caste system  

 Conversion to get reservation benefits  

 

Anti -Conversion laws in India  

There is no central anti-conversion law. Some stateshave adopted their state specific anti conversion laws. 

 Under these state laws, one is given a fixed timeperiod before converting to another religion. It ensures that one 

does not convert due to force. Supreme Court verdict on conversion  

 The freedom of religion enshrined in Article 25 is not guaranteed in respect of one religion it covers all religions 

alike. 

 

MALNUTRITION IN SCHOOL 

Context: Humane solution has to be developed to tackle themenace of malnutrition in India and for this theeconomic 

benefits of investing in nutrition has to behighlighted and propagated. 

 

Key arguments  

 Global Nutrition Report – 2018, found that malnutrition costs India at least USD 10 billion annually in terms of 

lost productivity, illness and death and is seriously retarding improvements in human development and reduction 

of childhood mortality.  

 POSHAN is an exercise for life for all citizens and should not be limited to women and children.  

 Ministry along with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and Deendayal Research Institute is developing a 

POSHAN Atlas to map the crops and food grains grown in different regions of the country because the solution to 

tackle malnutrition lies in promoting regional cropping patterns and embracing local food that are rich in protein.  

 NITI Aayog needs to develop a framework to rank states on their achievement in the Poshan Abhiyan. It will help 

in rewarding ASHA workers.  

 

Poshan Abhiyan  

 POSHAN Abhiyaan has been set up by Government of India for a three-year time frame commencing from 2017-

18 with an aim to reduce the level of stunting in children (0-6 years), undernutrition (underweight prevalence) in 

children (0- 6 years) and Low Birth Weight at 2% per annum and reduce anaemia among young children (6-59 

months), women and adolescent girls at 3% per annum across the country.  
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 It ensures convergence with various programmes, organising Community Based Events; incentivising States/UTs 

for achieving goals.  

 Community Mobilization and Awareness Advocacy leading to Jan Andolan – to educate the people on nutritional 

aspects.  

 Under the Abhiyaan, all districts of the 36 States/UTs, including Tamil Nadu, have been covered for 

implementation in a phased manner.  

 UNICEF provides technical support to MWCD for POSHAN Abhiyaan under Country Programme 2018-2022.  

 Following components form the key pillar of this mission.  

o ICDS-CAS(Common Application Software) 

o Convergence 

o Behavioural change 

o Training and Capacity building 

o Innovations 

o Incentives 

o Grievance redressal 

 

GLOBAL HUNGER INDEX 

Context 

The latest Global Hunger Index (GHI) has rankedIndia at 102 out of 117 countries that it has mapped.  

 

About Global Hunger Index  

 The GHI has been brought out almost every year by Welthungerhilfe (lately in partnerships with Concern 

Worldwide) since 2000  

 The GHI slots countries on a scale ranging from ―low hunger to ―moderate, ―serious, ―alarming, and 

―extremely alarming.  

 India is one of the 47 countries that have ―serious‖  levels of hunger.  

 A low score gets a country a higher ranking and implies better performance.  

 The reason for mapping hunger is to ensure that the world achieves ―Zero Hunger by 2030‖ — one of the 

Sustainable Development Goals laid out by the United Nations.  

 GHI scores are not calculated for certain highincome countries.  

 In a formal sense, GHI is calculated by mapping the level of calorie intake.  

 

Calculation of Global Hunger Index  

 Undernourishment (which reflects inadequate food availability): calculated by the share of the population that is 

undernourished (that is, whose caloric intake is insufficient).  

 Child Wasting (which reflects acute under nutrition): calculated by the share of children under the age of five who 

are wasted (that is, those who have low weight for their height).  

 Child Stunting (which reflects chronic under nutrition): calculated by the share of children under the age of five 

who are stunted (that is, those who have low height for their age).  

 Child Mortality (which reflects both inadequate nutrition and unhealthy environment): calculated by the mortality 

rate of children under the age of five (it reflects a fatal mix of inadequate nutrition.)  

 

India’s Scorecard  

 Among the BRICS grouping, India is ranked the worst, with China at 25 and a score of just 6.5.  

 Within South Asia, India is behind Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bangladesh and Pakistan.  

 

Reasons behind lower ranks of India  

 The pace of India‗s improvement has been relatively slow.  

 In Child Wasting (children with low weight for their age), India‗s score has worsened.  

 In India, just 9.6 percent of all children between 6 and 23 months of age are fed with minimum acceptable diet.  
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NCRB FINDINGS ON CRIME AGAINST SC/ST 

 

Context  

More than half of all offences registered under theScheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes(Prevention of Atrocities) 

Act were related to insultand humiliation shows the National Crime RecordsBureau (NCRB) 2017 data. 

 

Crimes against Dalits  

 NCRB for the first time has published data related to cases in which only the SC/ST Act was invoked without any 

sections of IPC.  

 Unlike the 2016 data, there are separate figures for 2017 for intentional insult or humiliation of a Dalit, occupation 

of Dalit land, preventing the use of public space, and social boycott.  

 Countrywide, 43,203 cases of atrocities against Dalits (including IPC and SC/ST Act cases) were reported in 2017, 

about 6% more than in the previous year.  

 Higher numbers for crimes against Dalits also reflect more robust reporting of crimes by victims, which indicates 

empowerment.  

 

Crimes against Tribals  

 52% pertained to ―Intentionally Insult or Intimidate with Intent to Humiliate‖ .  

 There were 27 cases of land grabbing related to tribals.  

 18 cases of tribal is facing social boycott.  

 The 7,125 cases of atrocities against tribal‗s (including IPC and SC/ST Act cases) in 2017 were about 9% more than 

in 2016.  

 

About NCRB  

 This government agency responsible for collecting and analysing crime data as defined by the Indian Penal Code 

(IPC) and Special and Local Laws (SLL)  

 It is headquartered in New Delhi and come under administrative control of Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), 

Government of India.  

 It functions as a repository of crime and criminals information that assist investigators to trace the perpetrators.  

 

Objectives of NCRB  

 Maintain secure National Databases on crimes and criminals for law enforcement agencies.  
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 Collect and process crime statistics at the national level  

 Create a clearinghouse for information on crime and criminals both at National and International levels.  

 Coordinate development of IT applications that will enable secure IT environment for Police organizations.  

 Maintain National repository of fingerprints of all criminals.  

 To modernize and promote automation of State Crime Records Bureaux and State Finger Print Bureaux.  

 Training and capacity building of Police Forces in Information Technology and Finger Print Science.  

 

VAN DHAN INTERNSHIP PROGRAMME OF TRIFED 

Objective of the Program  

 Interns will help the tribal population in becoming self-reliant and entrepreneurs.  

 Entrepreneurship encourages a person to take the initiative for development.  

 Interns will work with the team of TRIFED in various states and districts in tribal areas in development of tribal 

welfare and inclusive growth.  

 Interns will support the TRIFED activities on livelihood promotion, value addition of NTFTs, marketing and credit 

linkages.  

 They will develop tools and techniques on institutional development including mechanism for determination of a 

just price or producer price of Minor Forest Products.  

 Interns will develop tools and techniques on institutional development including mechanism for determination of 

a just price or producer price of Minor Forest Products.  

 

About Trifed  

 The Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India (TRIFED) came into existence in 1987. It is a 

national-level apex organization functioning under the administrative control of Ministry of Tribal Affairs.  

 It mainly undertakes two functions viz. Minor Forest Produce (MFP) development and Retail Marketing and 

Development.  

 TRIFED also organises National Tribal Craft Expo called ―AADISHILP‖ , painting exhibition called 

―AadiChitra‖ , ―OCTAVE‖  for North Eastern Artisans and Tribal Artisan Melas to facilitate the sale of their 

products.  

 

EDUCATION FOR TRIBAL CHILDREN IN INDIA 

 Prime Minister launched 462 Ekalavya Model Schools across the country in Tribal Dominated Areas. The schools 

would focus to provide quality upper primary, secondary and senior secondary level education to Schedule Tribe 

(ST) Students in these areas.  

 It will improve accessibility to education.  

 It will protect local art and culture.  

 It will promote skill development in tribal children.  

 There will be an autonomous society under the Ministry of Tribal Affairs to run the Eklavya schools, which will be 

similar to Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti.  

 Every block with more than 50% ST population and at least 20,000 tribal persons, will have an EMRS (Eklavya 

Model Residential School)  

 

Problems faced in Tribal Education  

 Lack of modern facility and poor infrastructure quality at the schools  

 Issue of language Tribals are not fluent with either Hindi or English but syllabus and study material is mostly 

prescribed in these two.  

 Issue of malnutrition Tribal‟ s face higher burden of malnutrition, which affects their cognitive faculty  

 Higher prevalence of poverty, lack of education among parents, remote location also affects their mobility and 

learning.  

 Many tribal‟ s areas are inflicted with Naxalism and violence that discourages good teacher to take up job or 

closes down the school for many days.  
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 Poor policy implementation regarding opening of schools, prevalent corruption in education system also affects 

tribal education.  

 

TRIPLE TALAQ ACT AND ITS EVALUATION 

Context 

It has almost been three weeks since TheMuslim Women (Protection of Rights onMarriage) Act, 2019 came into 

practiceand Uttar Pradesh is seeing a spurt incases where Muslim women are lodgingFIRs to put their husbands 

behind bars forgiving them instant triple talaq. 

 

Reasons behind spurt  

 Act is not acting as deterrent.  

 Women are filing complaints under sections of the new Act to add bite to already existing cases of domestic 

violence and dowry.  

 

The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Act, 2019  

 The act makes all declaration of talaq, including in written or electronic form, to be void (i.e. not enforceable in 

law) and illegal.  

 It defines talaq as talaq pronounced by a Muslim man resulting in instant and irrevocable divorce.  

 The Bill makes declaration of talaq a cognizable offence, attracting up to three years imprisonment with a fine. (A 

cognizable offence is one for which a police officer may arrest an accused person without warrant.)  

 Magistrate may grant bail to the accused.  

 The Magistrate upon the request of the woman (against whom talaq has been declared) may compound the 

offence. Compounding refers to the procedure where the two sides agree to stop legal proceedings, and settle the 

dispute.  

 Victim is entitled to seek subsistence allowance from her husband for herself and for her dependent children.  

 

Concerns with the act  

 Supreme Court verdict has already prohibited the instant triple talaq.  

 There is no rationale to criminalise the practice of talaq-e-biddat and imprison Muslim men.  

 Since Muslim marriage is a civil contract between two adult persons, the procedures to be followed on its 

breakdown should also be of civil nature.  

 The government should strengthen the negotiating capacities of women by providing them economic and socio-

legal support rather than criminalizing the pronouncement of triple talaq.  

 No economic and socio-legal support is provided by the government in the Bill to women, children and other 

dependents, when the erring men are put behind bars.  

 The terms of imprisonment up to three years are arbitrary and excessive.  

 

Justification behind Criminalization of Triple Talaq:  

 Continuous reporting of the Triple talaq cases even after outlawing them by Supreme Court.  

 Discretion has been given to magistrate to provide the bail.  

 Magistrate can also provide maintenance and compensation for the victim and her children.  
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FIT INDIA MOVEMENT 

Prime Minister launched a nation-widecampaign to encourage people to inculcatephysical activity and sports in their 

everyday lives, named Fit India Movement. As fitness is necessarycondition of healthy and prosperous life.A 

committee comprising governmentofficials, members of Indian OlympicAssociation (IOA), national sportsfederations, 

private bodies and fitnesspromoters has been formed to advise thegovernment on the campaign. 

 

POPULATION CONTROL 

Context- 

According to a United Nations (UN)report, India is projected to overtakeChina as the world‗s most populouscountry 

around 2027.Population explosion in IndiaFertility rate of densely populated statessuch as Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, 

Jharkhand,Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan, and MadhyaPradesh are still high. In Nine states(Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, 

AndhraPradesh, Telangana, Maharashtra, WestBengal, Punjab, and Himachal Pradesh)the fertility rate has 

plummeted toEuropean levels. 

 

Coercive Law of population control- 

 Will increase the harassment of poor 

 It will invite chastisement from theInternational community for reneging onour commitment at the 

InternationalConference on Population andDevelopment 1994, which espoused freeand full choice in marriage-

relateddecisions and reproductive health. 

 States laws of two Child policy has led tovery little impact in controlling fertilityrates. 

 

Analysis of Population Controlling Schemes: 

Reasons for Failure 

 More focus on the sterilization thanpromoting the use of contraceptives. 

 Relying on ASHA worker for delivering theCondoms to families with no guarantee ofits usage. 

 Population control is a state subject andstates have different policies.Success 

 Himachal Pradesh encouraged girl‗seducation up to 12th class, it helped indelaying girl marriage. Ensured 

adherenceto legal age of marriage. 

 

LEPROSY IN INDIA 

India has become the leprosy capital of theworld in the 14 years since it was declaredleprosy-free. 

 

Leprosy 

Leprosy is a chronic infectiousdisease caused by Mycobacteriumleprae. It usually affects the skin andperipheral 

nerves. 

 Long incubation period of 5 to 7 years  

 Causes permanent physical disability India was declared leprosy free in 2005.  

 

Why it happened?  

 Lack of vigilance  

 Unfriendly laws (Currently around 108 laws discriminates against the leprosy affected persons).  

 Higher incidence in tribal belt  

 Low attention was paid to surveillance and case finding.  

 Lack of awareness  

 Social- cultural beliefs and myths  

 Lack of proper diagnostic and healthcare facilities in rural areas  
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Remedies for leprosy  

 Can be treated through multidrug therapy, available free of cost in all public hospitals.  National leprosy 

eradication program for eradication of leprosy  

 Leprosy cannot be used as a ground for dissolution of marriage.  

 Introduced three pronged strategy to deal with Leprosy under National Health Mission.  

 Sparsh-leprosy awareness campaign aimed to address the issue of stigma and discrimination is launched  

 

Supreme Court guidelines:  

 Undertake a campaign to spread the awareness  

 Deletion of the archaic provisions  

 Telecasting of programs on Radio and TV for spreading awareness  

 Campaign at Gram Panchayat level  

 

National Leprosy Eradication Programme: A Centrally sponsored Scheme of Ministryof Health and Family 

Welfare. 

 

DRAFT PROVISION OF NATIONAL COGNISANCE CHILD POLICY: 

(KEY PROVISIONS AND DRAWBACKS) 

 

Key provisions and highlights of the draft policy: 

As per the policy all organisations must have a code of conduct based on zero tolerance of child abuse and exploitation. 

The policy requires organisations to lay down that employees don‘t use language or behaviour that is inappropriate, 

harassing, abusive, sexually provocative, demeaning or culturally inappropriate. 

Institutions should also designate a staff member to ensure that procedures are in place to ensure the protection of 

children as well as to report any abuse. 

Any individual who suspects physical, sexual or emotional abuse must report it to the helpline number 1098 or police 

or a child welfare committee. 

 

What is missing? 

Unlike the national child policy 2013, the latest draft doesn‘t talk about children who may need additional Special 

Protection measures. 

Left out: It also doesn‘t include provisions for protecting those affected by migration, communal or sectarian violence 

or children forced into begging or who are in conflict with the law and those infected with HIV/AIDS. 

The draft talks about organisations laying a code of conduct, but it doesn‘t explain what is acceptable behaviour such 

as conduct of teachers in schools. 

 

Various landmark judgements 

1.Vishaka Vs State of Rajasthan  

Supreme Court commissioned the Vishaka guidelines that defined sexual harassment and put the onus on the 

employers to provide a safe working environment for women. 

 

2. Mary Roy Vs State of Kerala 

Supreme Court delivered a landmark judgment that granted Syrian Christian women the right to seek an equal share 

in their father's property. 

 

3. Lata Singh Vs State of Uttar Pradesh 

Landmark judgment by the Supreme Court that allowed an adult woman the right to marry or live with anyone of her 

choice. 

The court further ordered that the police initiate criminal action against people who commit violence against those 

who decide on inter-religious or inter-caste marriages. 
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4. Roxann Sharma Vs Arun Sharma 

The Supreme Court ruled that when estranged parents are involved in a legal tussle over the custody of a child who is 

under the age of five years, the custody of the child will remain with the mother. 

 

5. Tamil Nadu Vs Suhas Katti 

This case led to the first conviction under the Information Technology Act, 2000.The victim filed a complaint in 

February 2004, and within seven months the accused was convicted. In an age of merciless trolls and other forms of 

online harassment, this judgment acts as a tool that woman can use to safeguard their dignity. 

 

6. Laxmi Vs Union Of India 

The ruling banned over the counter sale of acid. Dealers can sell the acid only if the buyer provides a valid identity 

proof and states the need for the purchase. It is mandatory for the dealer to submit the details of the sale within three 

days to the police. It also made it illegal to sell acid to a person below 18 years. 

 

7. Centre for enquiry into Health and Allied themes (CEHAT) Vs Union of India 

Till that time the provisions of the PNDT Act, however, were not being effectively implemented by the state and central 

government. 

The Centre for Enquiry into Health and Allied themes filed a petition which led to the Supreme court directing the 

Central and State governments to enact the provisions of the act immediately, and banned all advertisements relating 

to pre-natal sex determination techniques. 

 

8. Termination of 24-week old pregnancy permitted on account of abnormal foetus 

The petitioner, a rape survivor, who wished to remain unidentified, approached the Supreme Court seeking 

permission to abort her 24-week abnormal foetus.The petition challenged the 46-year-old Maternal Termination of 

Pregnancy Act that does not permit abortion of a foetus after 20 weeks. 

The Supreme Court ruled in favour of the petitioner after the medical board submitted a report stating that continuing 

with the pregnancy would put the mother's life at risk. 

 

9.Shayara Bano v. Union of India & Others 

Supreme Court deemed instant triple talaq (talaq-e-biddah) unconstitutional. The Supreme Court described instant 

triple talaq as the "worst form of marriage dissolution". It is noted that the custom is banned in the Muslim-majority 

countries of Saudi Arabia, Morocco, Afghanistan and Pakistan.  

 

10. Adultery judgement-  

Recent Supreme Court judgement Supreme made adultery not a criminal offence. As per the new judgement IPC 497 

treats women as property of man , which should not be the case in this day and age. Hence they have declared that it‘s 

no more a criminal offence. But it can still be a ground for divorce.  

 

11.Judgement on Child marriage- 

On a recent judgement , Supreme Court has said that any form of sexual intercourse with a girl below 18 is a criminal 

offence.  

 

12.Sabarimala Judgement-  

This judgement has allowed women having mensurating cycles to enter the holy shrine. 

 

13.Triple talaq judgement- 

This landmark judgement has nullified triple talaq form of divorce in Islamic marriage.  

 

14.Entry to Haji ali daragh, Mumbai-  

This has allowed entry of Muslim women into haji ali Dargah shrine. 
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15.Entry to Shani Shignapur Shrine-  

This landmark judgement has allowed women  to the actual shrine of the temple which was initially restricted to 

women before. 

 

16.Women in territorial army judgement-  

Delhi High court has termed barring of women from territorial judgement as against the fundamental rights and 

termed it unconstitutional. This paves for Women to being in Territorial army. 

 

Draft National education policy 

The draft Policy provides for reforms at all levels of education from school to higher education. It seeks to increase the 

focus on early childhood care, reform the current exam system, strengthen teacher training, and restructure the 

education regulatory framework.  It also seeks to set up a National Education Commission, increase public investment 

in education, strengthen the use of technology and increase focus on vocational and adult education, among others.  

Key observations and recommendations of the draft Policy include: 

 

Recommendations on School Education 

1.The draft Policy recommends developing a two-part curriculum for early childhood care and education.  This will 

consist of: (i) guidelines for up to three-year-old children (for parents and teachers), and (ii) educational framework 

for three to eight-year-old children.  This would be implemented by improving and expanding the anganwadi system 

and co-locating anganwadis with primary schools. 

 

2.The draft Policy recommends extending the ambit of the RTE Act to include early childhood education and 

secondary school education.  This would extend the coverage of the Act to all children between the ages of three to 18 

years.  

 

3.In addition, the draft Policy recommends that the recent amendments to the RTE Act on continuous and 

comprehensive evaluation and the no detention policy must be reviewed. It states that there should be no detention of 

children till class eight.  Instead, schools must ensure that children are achieving age-appropriate learning levels. 

 

4.Curriculum framework: The current structure of school education must be restructured on the basis of the 

development needs of students.  This would consist of a 5-3-3-4 design comprising: (i) five years of foundational stage 

(three years of pre-primary school and classes one and two), (ii) three years of preparatory stage (classes three to five), 

(iii) three years of middle stage (classes six to eight), and (iv) four years of secondary stage (classes nine to 12). 

 

5.It recommends that the curriculum load in each subject should be reduced to its essential core content.  This would  

make space for holistic, discussion and analysis-based learning.  

 

6.To track students‘ progress throughout their school experience, the draft Policy proposes State Census Examinations 

in classes three, five and eight.  Further, it recommends restructuring the board examinations to test only core 

concepts, skills and higher order capacities.  These board examinations will be on a range of subjects.  The students 

can choose their subjects, and the semester when they want to take these board exams.  The in-school final 

examinations may be replaced by these board examinations. 

 

7.The draft Policy recommends that multiple public schools should be brought together to form a school complex.  A 

complex will consist of one secondary school (classes nine to twelve) and all the public schools in its neighbourhood 

that offer education from pre-primary till class eight.   

 

8.The school complexes will also include anganwadis, vocational education facilities, and an adult education centre. 

Each school complex will be a semi-autonomous unit providing integrated education across all stages from early 

childhood to secondary education.  This will ensure that resources such as infrastructure and trained teachers can be 

efficiently shared across a school complex. 
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9.The draft Policy recommends that teachers should be deployed with a particular school complex for at least five to 

seven years.  Further, teachers will not be allowed to participate in any non-teaching activities (such as cooking mid-

day meals or participating in vaccination campaigns) during school hours that could affect their teaching capacities. 

 

10.For teacher training, the existing B.Ed. programme will be replaced by a four-year integrated B.Ed. programme that 

combines high-quality content, pedagogy, and practical training. An integrated continuous professional development 

will also be developed for all subjects.  Teachers will be required to complete a minimum of 50 hours of continuous 

professional development training every year. 

 

11.The draft Policy recommends separating the regulation of schools from aspects such as policymaking, school 

operations, and academic development.  It suggests creating an independent State School Regulatory Authority for 

each state that will prescribe basic uniform standards for public and private schools.  The Department of Education of 

the State will formulate policy and conduct monitoring and supervision. 

 

Higher Education: Key Recommendations 

1. The Committee identified lack of access as a major reason behind low intake of higher education in the country. It 

aims to increase GER to 50% by 2035 from the current level of about 25.8%. 

 

2. National Higher Education Regulatory Authority (NHERA) will become a single regulator for higher education, 

including professional education. The UGC will transform into Higher Education Grants Council (HEGC). A new 

General Education Council will develop national higher education qualification framework and specific standards for 

general education. All other regulatory bodies – MCI, AICTE, NCTE, BCI and others – will become standard setting 

bodies. There will be common regulatory regimes for public and private institutions. 

 

3. The draft Policy recommends separating NAAC from the UGC into an independent and autonomous body.  In its 

new role, NAAC will function as the top level accreditor, and will issue licenses to different accreditation institutions, 

who will assess higher educational institutions once every five to seven years.  All existing higher education 

institutions should be accredited by 2030.  

 

4. Policy sees independent and self-governed HEIs. All HEIs will be governed by independent boards that will have 

complete academic and administrative autonomy. 

 

5. The draft Policy proposes that these institutions could be allowed to be set up through a Higher Education 

Institution Charter from NHERA.   

 

6. The three types of universities include research universities which give equal focus on research and teaching; 

teaching universities that will lay primary emphasis on teaching with significant focus on research and autonomous 

degree granting colleges which will look into undergraduate education and research. 

 

7. Draft education policy has recommended merger of 900 universities and 40,000 colleges into around 15,000 large, 

well-resourced, vibrant multidisciplinary institutions and the higher education institutions (HEIs) in the country 

would move towards becoming three types of universities. 

 

8. National Research Foundation will fund research across all disciplines and expand research and innovation at all 

universities and colleges, including private institutions. 

 

9. The affiliation will be stopped as affiliated colleges will be developed into autonomous degree granting colleges and 

the affiliating universities will be developed into vibrant multidisciplinary institutions. 

 

10. Professional education will become an integral part of the higher education system and all institutes offering either 

professional or general education must develop into institutions offering both the education. 
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11. It has also tried to address the concerns expressed over the proliferation of fake colleges and universities in the 

country. Some 1,000-plus such institutions had been identified and the MHRD would consider action against them. 

 

12. The draft Policy recommends development of a Continuous Professional Development programme and 

introduction of a permanent employment (tenure) track system for faculty in all higher education institutions by 2030.  

Further, a desirable student-teacher ratio of not more than 30:1 must be ensured. 

 

13. The draft Policy seeks to double the public investment in education from the current 10% of total public 

expenditure to 20% in the next 10 years. Of the additional 10% expenditure, 5% will be utilised for universities and 

colleges (higher education), 2% will be utilised for additional teacher costs or resources in school education and 1.4% 

will be utilised for early childhood care and education. 

 

Technology in Education 

A. It recommends focused electrification of all educational institutions as electricity is a pre-requisite for all 

technology-based interventions.  Further, it recommends: 

B. National Mission on Education through information and communication technology: The Mission will encompass 

virtual laboratories that provide remote access to laboratories in various disciplines.  A National Education Technology 

Forum will also be setup under the Mission, as an autonomous body, to facilitate decision making on the induction, 

deployment and use of technology.  This Forum will provide evidence-based advice to central and state-governments 

on technology-based interventions.  

C. National Repository on Educational Data: A National Repository will be setup to maintain all records related to 

institutions, teachers, and students in digital form.  Further, a single online digital repository will be created where 

copyright-free educational resources will be made available in multiple languages. 

Vocational Education 

A. It recommends integrating vocational educational programmes in all educational institutions (schools, colleges and 

universities) in a phased manner over a period of 10 years.   

B. All school students must receive vocational education in at least one vocation in grades nine to 12.  The proposed 

school complexes must build expertise in curriculum delivery that is aligned to the competency levels under the 

existing National Skills Qualifications Framework. 

C. The proposed Higher Education Institutions must also offer vocational courses that are integrated into the 

undergraduate education programmes. The draft Policy targets to offer vocational education to up to 50% of the total 

enrolment in higher education institutions by 2025, up from the present level of enrolment of well below 10% in these 

institutions. 

D. National Committee for the Integration of Vocational Education: The Committee will be set up to work out the steps 

that need to be taken towards achieving the above goals.  A separate fund will be setup for the integration of vocational 

education into educational institutions.  The Committee will work out the modalities for the disbursement of these 

funds. 

 

UN DEVELOPMENT INDEX 

HDI rank 2018 

 India ranks 129 out of 189 countries on the 2019Human Development Index (HDI) — up one slotfrom the 130th 

position last year. 

 Norway, Switzerland and Ireland occupied the topthree positions in that order. 

 South Asia was the fastest growing region inhuman development progress witnessing a 46%growth over 1990-

2018. 

 India‗s HDI value increased by 50% (from 0.431 to0.647), which places it above the average for otherSouth Asian 

countries (0.642). 

 For inequality-adjusted HDI (IHDI), India‗sposition drops by one position to 130, losing nearlyhalf the progress 

(.647 to .477) made in the past 30years. 

 Group-based inequalities persist, especiallyaffecting women and girls and no place in theworld has gender 

equality. 
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 In the Gender Inequality Index (GII), India is at122 out of 162 countries. 

 World is not on track to achieve genderequality by 2030 as per the UN‗s SustainableDevelopment Goals. 

 It presents a new index indicating howprejudices and social beliefs obstruct genderequality. 

 It shows that only 14% of women and 10% ofmen worldwide have no gender bias. 

 These biases have shown a growth especially inareas where more power is involved. 

 New forms of inequalities will manifest infuture through climate change andtechnological transformation. 

 

Parameters of HDI calculations 

 Health – Life expectancy at birth 

 Education – Expected years schooling for schoolage children and average years of schooling in theadult 

population 

 Income – Measured by Gross National Income(GNI) per capita (PPP US$). 

 

The Gender Inequality Index (GII) is an index formeasurement of gender disparity that was introducedin the 

2010 Human Development Report.It uses three dimensions to measureopportunity cost 

 Reproductive Health 

 Empowerment 

 Labour Market Participation 

 

GENDER PARITY INDEX 

India has ranked 112th among 153 countries in theannual Global Gender Gap Index for 2020, publishedby the World 

Economic Forum (WEF). 

 

Report’s Parameters  

 Economic Participation and Opportunity  

 Educational Attainment  

 Health and Survival  

 Political Empowerment  

 

CRIME IN INDIA REPORT, 2018 

Context 

 The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) published the annual Crime in India Report 2018  

 

NCRB findings 

 With a conviction rate of just 33.2%, the Capital recorded 92.9% cases of crime against women pending in various 

district courts.  

 Majority of cases under crime against women (CAW) was registered under ―Cruelty by Husband or his Relatives‖  

(27.9%), followed by ―Assault on Women with Intent to Outrage her Modesty‖  (21.7%), ―Kidnapping and 

Abduction of Women‖  (20.5%) and ―Rape‖  (7.0%). Reason for Poor conviction  Witnesses turn hostile.  

Lack of statement from eyewitness, which delays the process.   

 

About NCRB:  

 The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), is an Indian government agency responsible for collecting and 

analysing crime data as defined by the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and Special and Local Laws (SLL)  

 NCRB is headquartered in New Delhi and is part of the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), Government of India.  

 NCRB was set-up in 1986 to function as a repository of information on crime and criminals to assist the 

investigators in linking crime to the perpetrators.  
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Objectives of NCRB:  

• Create and maintain secure sharable NationalDatabases on crimes and criminals for lawenforcement agencies and 

promote their use forpublic service delivery. 

• Collect and process crime statistics at thenational level and clearing house of informationon crime and criminals 

both at National andInternational levels. 

• Lead and coordinate development of ITapplications and create an enabling ITenvironment for Police organizations. 

• National repository of fingerprints of allcriminals to evaluate, modernize and promoteautomation in State Crime 

Records Bureau andState Finger Print Bureau. 

• Training and capacity building in Police Forcesin Information Technology and Finger PrintScience 

 

MATERNITY BENEFIT SCHEME 

Context 

 Three years after a pan-India maternity benefitprogramme promising Rs. 6,000 to new motherswas first 

announced, the chorus on its manyexclusions is growing louder leading to a demandfor a scheme that is truly 

universal. 

 

About Pradhan Mantri Matru VandanaYojana (PMMVY) 

 Under the Pradhan Mantri MatruVandanaYojana(PMMVY), it is envisaged to give a benefit of Rs.5,000 to 

pregnant and lactating mothers for thebirth of their first child. 

 This would be disbursed in three instalmentsupon meeting several conditionalities like—registration of pregnancy, 

at least one antenatalcheck-up, registration of childbirth andvaccinations. 

 The remaining cash incentive of up to Rs.1,000 isto be given under a separate scheme called theJanani Suraksha 

Yojana, so that on an ―average‖ women get a total sum of Rs.6,000. 

 The objective is to compensate women for wageloss due to childbirth. 

 

Significance of Maternity Benefits in India 

 Relieve the hardships faced by pregnant womenand give babies a chance of good health. 

 The country‗s maternal mortality rate is pegged at130 per 100,000 live births, whereas infantmortality is 

estimated at 43 per 1,000 live births.It would decline the MMR and IMR. 

 

BIS STANDARDS FOR PIPED WATER 

Context 

 The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) is preparing the ground for enforcement of piped water quality standards 

with a workshop for State officials.  

 

Details  

 Providing safe drinking water to the common public is a primary requirement for ensuring health.  

 States were informed about the certification schemes and testing facilities required for compliance with it.  

 Unlike the BIS standard for bottled water, private companies mostly produce this; the standard for piped water — 

largely supplied by government agencies — is not yet mandatory.  

 

Survey quality of piped drinking water by BIS finding  

 Mumbai‗s tap water is the best and Delhi‗s worst among all metros and major state capitals in the country.  

 None of the 11 water samples collected from Delhi complied with the bureau‗s standards for drinking water.  

 One or more samples did not comply with the requirements in six state capitals — Hyderabad, Bhubaneshwar, 

Ranchi, Raipur, Amaravati and Shimla.  

 

Reasons behind poor water  

 Most of the last-mile pipeline networks are poorly maintained.  
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 In many cases, especially in the slums, they are laid through open storm water drains or in close proximity of 

municipal sewers.  

 Most of the water filtration either are not working or doesn‗t have capacity to eliminate all impurities.  

 Overhead storage tanks are not cleaned and maintained regularly.  

 

Need for Standard Piped water  

 Contaminated water can cause diseases such as diarrhoea, cholera, typhoid and dysentery.  

 Making BIS standard on piped drinking water mandatory allows government to ban supply of water in case of 

non-adherence to standards.  

 

About BIS  

 The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) is the national Standards Body of India working under the aegis of Ministry 

of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution, Government of India.  

 The Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 1986, establishes it.  

 The Minister in charge of the Ministry or Department having administrative control of the BIS is the ex-officio 

President of the BIS.  

 

About Jal Jeevan Mission:  

 Jal Shakti is the nodal Ministry for the Jal Jeevan Mission.  

 It will provide functional household tap connections to 14.6 crore rural households by 2024 at a provisional cost of 

Rs.3.6 lakh crores.  

 It also aims to create local infrastructure for rainwater harvesting, groundwater recharge and management of 

household wastewater for reuse in agriculture.  

 According to the data published in various reports, about half of the country‗s households do not have access to 

piped water supply.  

 

About the National Aquifer Mapping and Management Programme:  

 Aquifer mapping refers to groundwater resource mapping.  

 The NAQUIM was launched in 2012, with CGWB as the executing body.  

 The programme aims to cover more than 25 million square kilometres that have been delineated ―hydro 

geologically mapped.  

 Since groundwater is a key component in a number of programmes launched by various Union government 

ministries, a carefully crafted convergence of NAQUIM outputs can help in optimising the benefits.  

 One of the major objectives of NAQUIM is to promote participatory groundwater management.  

 

 

ATAL BHUJAL YOJANA 

Context 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the AtalBhujal scheme to strengthen the institutionalframework for 

participatory groundwater managementand bringing about behavioural changes at thecommunity level for sustainable 

groundwater resourcemanagement in seven States. 

 

About the scheme  

 The scheme will be implemented in about 8,350 gram panchayats in 78 districts of Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, 

Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh.  

 Of the total outlay of 6,000 crores to be provided from 2020--21 to 2024--25, 50% will be in the form of World 

Bank loan to be repaid by the Central government.  

 The entire World Bank‗s loan component and the Central assistance will be passed on to the States as grants.  
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 The scheme aims to deliver water to every household in the country by 2024.  

 A comprehensive and holistic approach had been adopted with the setting up 

of the Jal Shakti Ministry, which this monsoon made extensive efforts for 

water conservation.  

 The Jal Jeevan Mission would work towards delivering piped water supply to 

every house and Atal Bhujal scheme would pay special attention to those areas 

where the groundwater was very low.  

 To incentivize gram panchayats, those with better performance would be 

given more allocation under the scheme.  

 Both the Central and State governments would spend 3.5 lakh crore on 

water-related schemes in the next five years.  

 
 

 

 

 

DRUG ABUSE AMONG THE YOUTH 

Context 

 National Survey to collect State wise Data on―Extent and Pattern of Substance Use‖ wasconducted in the country 

during the year 2018. 

 

Findings of the report 

 The National Crime Record Bureau under theMinistry of Home Affairs has informed that a totalnumber of 874, 

750 and 778 people have diedduring 2014, 2015 and 2016 respectively due todrug overdose in the country. 

 The national survey was conducted to generateestimates for eight categories of psychoactivesubstances: Alcohol, 

Cannabis, Opioids, Cocaine,Amphetamine Type Stimulants (ATS), Sedatives,Inhalants and Hallucinogens. 

Alcohol is the most common psychoactivesubstance used by Indians. 

 After alcohol, cannabis and opioids are the nextcommonly used substances in India. 

 

Action taken by government 

 The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowermenthas formulated and is implementing a NationalAction Plan for 

Drug Demand Reduction(NAPDDR) for 2018-2025. 

 

National Action Plan for Drug DemandReduction (NAPDDR) 

 The Plan aims at the reduction of adverseconsequences of drug abuse through a multipronged strategy. 

 Awareness generation programmes inschools/colleges/Universities 

 Community-based peer led interactionsintervention programmes for vulnerableadolescent and youth in the 

community. 

 Provisioning of treatment facilities and capacitybuilding of service providers. 

 Financial assistance is provided to eligible Non-Governmental Organizations based on therecommendations of 

State Governments/UTAdministrations for running IntegratedRehabilitation Centres for Addicts to 

providecomposite/integrated services for therehabilitation of addicts including adolescents. 

 

RASHTRIYA VAYOSHRI YOJANA 

About the Scheme 

This Central Sector Scheme namely RashtriyaVayoshri Yojana‗ (RVY) is being implemented by theDepartment of 

Social Justice and Empowerment withan objective to provide to senior citizens, belonging tothe BPL category and 

suffering from age-relateddisabilities/infirmities, with such physical aids andassisted living devices which can restore 

near normalcyin their bodily functions.  
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Conditions for availing benefits underRashtriya Vayoshri Yojana 

 An Indian citizen of any age. 

 Holds a 40% Disablement Certificate. 

 Has monthly income from all sources notexceeding Rs. 20,000/- per month. 

 In case of dependents, the income ofparents/guardians should not exceed Rs. 20,000/-per month 

 

ACCESSIBLE INDIA CAMPAIGN 

Context 

 The deadline for government‗s Accessible India campaign has been extended due to slow progress. The original 

deadlines under the Accessible India campaign were July 2016 for conducting an accessibility audit of 25-50 of the 

most important government buildings in 50 cities and making them completely accessible.  

 

About Accessible India Campaign  

 Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD) of the Ministry of Social Justice & 

Empowerment had launched it.  

 It was a campaign for achieving universal accessibility for Persons with Disabilities (PwDs).  

 It is in line with Article 9 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; to which India is a 

signatory since 2007.  

 According to the 2011 Census of India, 2.21 percent of the population or approximately 26.8 million Indians suffer 

from a disability.  

 The scheme also comes under Persons with Disabilities Act, 1995 under section 44, 45 and 46 for equal 

opportunities and protection of rights, which provides non-discrimination in Transport to Persons with 

Disabilities.  

 It will seek the cooperation of all Central Government Departments/Ministries and State Governments to seek 

―accessible police stations, ―accessible hospitals, ―accessible tourism, and ―accessible digital India etc.  

 

SCHEMES FOR MINORITY DEVELOPMENT 

 

 Union Minister for Minority Affairs talked about the following schemes, which were instituted for the welfare and 

empowerment of minorities.  

 Gharib Nawaz Employment Scheme: This scheme provides short-term job-oriented skill development courses to 

minority youth in order to enable them for skill-based employment.  

 Seekho aur Kamao: This scheme aims at upgrading the skills of minority youth in various modern and traditional 

vocations depending on their educational qualifications, present economic trends, and the market potential, 

enabling them to get suitable livelihood or go for self-employment. One of the objectives of this programme is to 

reduce the unemployment rate among minority youth.  

 Nai Manzil: Launched in 2015, this scheme aims to benefit the minority youth who do not have a formal school-

leaving certificate, i.e. those in the category of school dropouts or educated in community education institutions 

like Madarsas. The Scheme provides them with formal education and skills and enables them to seek better 

employment and livelihood in the organised sector.  

 Pradhan Mantri Jan Vikas Karykram (PMJVK): It aims at improving the socio-economic conditions of the 

minorities and providing basic amenities to them for improving the quality of life of the people and reducing 

imbalances in the identified minority concentration areas. The projects under PMJVK would be related to the 

creation of infrastructure mainly in the sectors of education, health and skill development, besides innovative 

schemes for improving the socio-economic and living conditions of minority communities and other communities 

living in the catchment area.  
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NATIONAL HEALTH PROFILE 

 

The National Health Profile (NHP) is an annualstocktaking exercise on the health sector. 

 

About National Health Profile  

 The Central Bureau of Health Intelligence (CBHI) prepares the National Health Profile.  

 It provides a comprehensive framework on the socio-economic health status and the status of demographic, health 

finance, health infrastructure and health of human resources in the country.  

 The National Health Profile was first published in 2005. Ever since the profile has been released every year and 

this year its 14th edition is published.  

 

Benefits of National Health profile 

 It helps government to navigate health needs and issues of the population and devise area-specific program 

strategies.  

 Good-quality data can enable policymakers to make evidence-based policies and aid the effective implementation 

of various schemes.  

 The National Health Profile – 2019 highlights important health information under major indicators such as 

demographic indicators, socioeconomic indicators and health status indicators.  

Findings of the National Health Profile  

 Between 2009-10 and 2018-19, India‗s public health spend as a percentage of GDP went up by just 0.16 percentage 

points from 1.12% to 1.28% of GDP.  

 Per capita public expenditure on health in nominal terms has gone up from Rs 621 in 2009-10 to Rs 1,657 in 2017-

18.  

 Life expectancy in India has increased from 49.7 years in 1970-75 to 68.7 years in 2012-16.  

 The IMR has declined considerably (33 per 1,000 live births in 2016); however, differentials of rural (37) & urban 

(23) are still high.  

 There has been a consistent decline in the birth rate, death rate and natural growth rate in India since 1991 to 

2017.  

 NHP reports TFR of 2.3 for the country.  

 

Spending on Healthcare in India  

 Public health expenditure (Centre and State Governments combined) is constant at 3% of GDP. It is well below 

world average of 6%. It has resulted into poor infrastructure and lack of human resources.  

 About 70% services are provided by Private sector.  

 Massive healthcare expenditure can push back significant population into poverty. It erases gains made out of 

rapid inclusive development.  

 Out of pocket, expenditure on healthcare is about 85.9% (World Bank).  

 Healthcare expenditure is self-selective in nature that means it targets most poor people directly.  

 

 

ASPIRATIONAL DISTRICT PROGRAMME 

 

The Aspirational Districts Programme (ADP) isone of the largest experiments on outcomesfocused governance in the 

world. 

 

About Aspirational Districts Programme  

 The ADP is Niti Aayog‗s flagship initiative to improve health, nutrition, education and economic outcomes.  

 It is spread across 112 socio-economically challenged districts.  

 Niti Aayog plays a mentoring role in 27 districts in eight states, home to about 60 million people.  
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Framework behind ADP  

 The ADP‗s theory of change rests on three pillars: Competition, Convergence and Collaboration.  

 Competition fosters accountability on district governments for outcomes (instead of inputs) using high-quality 

data.  

 Convergence creatively brings together the horizontal and vertical tiers of the government.  

 Collaboration enables impactful partnerships between government, philanthropy and civil society.  

 

Result of ADP  

 Health outcomes in the monitored districts reveal significant improvements between the first, second and third-

party household surveys (in June-August 2018 and January-March 2019).  

 Increase in registering pregnant women into the health system (from 73 per cent to 86 per cent)  

 Institutional delivery of babies (66 per cent to 74 per cent).  

 Anti-diarrheal treatment via ORS (51 per cent to 67 per cent) and zinc (34 per cent to 53 per cent).  

 

Reasons behind the Changes  

 Pioneering state and district-level initiatives in both the ADP and non-ADP districts in areas prioritised under the 

programme.  

 Spurred by competition on outcomes, local government target their efforts and improve programme 

implementation and design.  

 The focus on outcomes enables local experimentation based on a firm appreciation of ground realities.  

 Partnerships between various philanthropic and civil society organisations with district governments augment 

local capacity. 

 

AES OUTBREAK IN BIHAR 

AES (Acute Enchapalitis Syndrome) outbreak inBihar caused more than 100 lives of children. AESaffects central 

nervous system, mostly in children,starting with high fever. It then disruptsneurological functions causing 

mentaldisorientation, seizure, coma and death. 

 

Causes behind AES  

 It can be caused be Viruses, Bacteria and Fungi.  

 The most common cause is the virus that causes Japanese encephalitis (JE).  

 

How is hypoglycaemia linked to AES?  

 Hypoglycaemia (low blood sugar) is a commonly seen sign among AES patients.  

 A 2014 study in Muzaffarpur suggested that hypoglycaemia was the trigger that led to diagnosis of encephalitis.  

 With 98% of AES patients in Bihar also suffering hypoglycaemia.  

 

Litchi toxin and AES  

 Methylene cyclopropyl glycine (MCPG), also known as hypoglycin A, is known to be a content of litchi fruit.  

 Bihar‗s Muzaffarpur is famous for litchi.The toxin in litchi (MPCG) lowers blood sugar level during night especially 

for children sleeping without having dinner.  

 Blood glucose falls sharply causing severe brain malfunction (encephalopathy), leading to seizures and coma, and 

death in many cases.  

 

What Role does Malnutrition Play?  

 Bihar‗s deceased belonged to poor socioeconomic strata.  

 Undernourished children lack sufficient glucose reserve in body to deal with low blood sugar.  

 A Study in 2014 had linked to such deaths directly with Malnutrition.  

 

What are the other reasons?  

 Most of the Bihar‗s PHC ( Primary Healthcare center) has only one doctor to treat.  
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 Bihar has one of the least population – doctor ratio. It is at 117,685.WHO recommends 11000 doctor population 

ratio.  

 Prevalence of high corruption in Schemes dealing with treatment of Malnutrition like ICDS, Mid day meal scheme.  

 Low per capita income of population also affects accessibility to the healthcare center.  

 Most of the PHC are ill-equipped to deal with high influx of the patients.  

 Severe Heat wave in the northern regions further aggravates the malnutrition in children.  

 Lack of awareness drive regarding nutrition is also a big factor.  

 

 

MANUAL SCAVENGING 

Manual scavenging refers to the practiceof manually cleaning, carrying, disposingor handling in any manner, human 

excretafrom dry latrines and sewers. 

 

Steps taken for Eradication of Manual Scavenging  

 In 1993, the Government of India enacted the Employment of Manual Scavengers and Construction of Dry 

Latrines (Prohibition) Act.  

 The act prohibited the employment of manual scavengers for manually cleaning dry latrines and also the 

construction of dry toilets (that do not operate with a flush).  

 Government brought Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act, 2013, which 

is wider in scope and importance, acknowledging the urgency of rehabilitating manual scavengers.  

 It prohibits the construction or maintenance of insanitary toilets.  

 It prohibits a person from being engaged or employed for hazardous cleaning of a sewer or a septic tank.  

 Offences under the Act are cognizable and non-bailable.  

 It Calls for a survey of manual scavengers in urban and rural areas within a timebound framework.  

 A Supreme Court order in March, 2014, makes it mandatory for the government to identify all those who died in 

sewerage work since 1993 and provide Rs.10 lakh each as compensation to their families.  

 Self Employment Scheme for Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers(SRMS) with the objective to rehabilitate 

remaining manual scavengers and their dependents in alternative occupations, in a time bound manner.  

 Focus has been given on conversion of insanitary latrines into sanitary latrines under Swachh Bharat Mission.  

 Under the Scheme of ―Pre Matric Scholarship to the Children, the children of manual scavengers are also 

provided scholarship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRANS  FREE MOVEMENT AND EAT RIGHT MOVEMENT 

Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has launched the ―Trans Fat Free‖ logo of Food Safety & Standards 

Authority of India (FSSAI).This marked an important milestone in the movement against Trans-Fats and also 

provided a momentum to accelerate the ‗Eat Right India‘ movement of FSSAI. 

 

About the logo 
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The food establishments which use trans-fat free oil and do not have industrial trans-fat more than 0.2g/100g of food, 

in compliance with the Food Safety and Standards Regulations, 2018 can display ―Trans-fat free‖ logo at their outlets 

and on their food products.The use of the said logo is voluntary. 

 

Why such move? 

Studies have recently shown that 60,000 deaths occur every year due to cardiovascular diseases, which in turn are 

caused due to high consumption of trans fats.Since the impact of trans fats on human health is increasing 

exponentially, it is very important to create awareness about them.India is committed to eliminating it from the food 

supply and is progressing towards its objective of trans fat elimination by 2022; a year ahead of the global target by 

WHO. 

 

What are Trans Fats? 

Trans fats are the worst type of fats with known health risks.Artificial Trans fats are created in an industrial process 

that adds hydrogen to liquid vegetable oils to make them more solid.Since they are easy to use, inexpensive to produce 

and last a long time, and give foods a desirable taste and texture, they are still widely used despite their harmful effects 

being well-known.Trans-fats are largely present in partially hydrogenated vegetable fats/oils, vanaspati, margarine 

and bakery shortenings, and can be found in baked and fried foods. 

 

The Eat Right Movement 

Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has unveiled last year ‗The Eat Right Movement‘, built on two 

broad pillars of ‗Eat Healthy‘ and ‗Eat Safe‘.The programme aims to engage and enable citizens to improve their health 

and well-being by making the right food choices. 

 

The aim of the movement 

To cut down salt/sugar and oil consumption by 30% in three years. 

 

About Green Purple Initiative 

FSSAI also launched the Green Purple initiative logo.The initiative aims to qualify the chefs on food safety legal 

requirements and sustainable cooking methods, in order to promote trans-fat free cooking.It will be a six months 

program that includes key areas of trans-fat free cooking, using less sodium, and hygienic, seasonal, eco-friendly, less 

energy consuming cooking methods.The chefs shall thereafter ensure global standards of food safety and sustainable 

environment practices. 

 

TRANSGENDER PERSONS (PROTECTION OF RIGHTS) BILL 2019 

PASSED BY PARLIAMENT 

The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill 2019 has been passed by the Parliament. It was passed by the 

Rajya Sabha on 26th November, 2019 and already passed by the 17thLok Sabha on 5th August, 2019.   

 

 The proposed Bill has following provisions: -    

 Non discrimination against a Transgender Person in educational institutions, employment, healthcare services etc.   

 Recognition of identity of Transgender Persons and to confer upon them right to self perceived gender identity.  

 Provision of right of Residence with parents and immediate family members.  

 Provision for formulation of welfare schemes and programmes for education, social security and health of 

Transgender Persons.  

 Provision for National Council for Transgender Persons to advice, monitor and evaluate measures for the 

protection of their rights.    

The Bill will make all the stakeholders responsive and accountable for upholding the principles underlying the Bill. It 

will bring greater accountability on the part of the Central Government and State Governments/Union Territories 

Administrations for issues concerning Transgender persons. 
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The Bill will benefit a large number of transgender persons, mitigate the stigma, discrimination and abuse against this 

marginalized section and bring them into the mainstream of society. It will lead to greater inclusiveness and will make 

the transgender persons productive members of the society. 

 

THE INTER-STATE RIVER WATER DISPUTES (AMENDMENT) BILL, 

2019 

The Inter-State River Water Disputes (Amendment) Bill, 2019 was introduced in Lok Sabha on July 25, 2019 by the 

Minister of Jal Shakti, Mr. Gajendra Singh Shekhawat. It amends the Inter-State River Water Disputes Act, 1956.  The 

Act provides for the adjudication of disputes relating to waters of inter-state rivers and river valleys.  

 

Under the Act, a state government may request the central government to refer an inter-state river dispute to a 

Tribunal for adjudication. If the central government is of the opinion that the dispute cannot be settled through 

negotiations, it is required to set up a Water Disputes Tribunal for adjudication of the dispute, within a year of 

receiving such a complaint.  The Bill seeks to replace this mechanism.  

 

Disputes Resolution Committee: Under the Bill, when a state puts in a request regarding any water dispute, the 

central government will set up a Disputes Resolution Committee (DRC), to resolve the dispute amicably.  The DRC will 

comprise of a Chairperson, and experts with at least 15 years of experience in relevant sectors, to be nominated by the 

central government.  It will also comprise one member from each state (at Joint Secretary level), who are party to the 

dispute, to be nominated by the concerned state government.  

 

The DRC will seek to resolve the dispute through negotiations, within one year (extendable by six months), and submit 

its report to the central government. If a dispute cannot be settled by the DRC, the central government will refer it to 

the Inter-State River Water Disputes Tribunal.  Such referral must be made within three months from the receipt of 

the report from the DRC.  

 

Tribunal: The central government will set up an Inter-State River Water Disputes Tribunal, for the adjudication of 

water disputes.  This Tribunal can have multiple benches.  All existing Tribunals will be dissolved, and the water 

disputes pending adjudication before such existing Tribunals will be transferred to the new Tribunal.  

 

Composition of the Tribunal: The Tribunal will consist of a Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, three judicial 

members, and three expert members.  They will be appointed by the central government on the recommendation of a 

Selection Committee.  Each Tribunal Bench will consist of a Chairperson or Vice-Chairperson, a judicial member, and 

an expert member.  The central government may also appoint two experts serving in the Central Water Engineering 

Service as assessors to advise the Bench in its proceedings.  The assessor should not be from the state which is a party 

to the dispute. 

 

Time frames: Under the Act, the Tribunal must give its decision within three years, which may be extended by two 

years.  Under the Bill, the proposed Tribunal must give its decision on the dispute within two years, which may be 

extended by another year. 

Under the Act, if the matter is again referred to the Tribunal by a state for further consideration, the Tribunal must 

submit its report to the central government within a period of one year. This period can be extended by the central 

government.  The Bill amends this to specify that such extension may be up to a maximum of six months. 

 

Decision of the Tribunal: Under the Act, the decision of the Tribunal must be published by the central government 

in the official gazette.  This decision has the same force as that of an order of the Supreme Court.  The Bill removes the 

requirement of such publication.  It adds that the decision of the Bench of the Tribunal will be final and binding on the 

parties involved in the dispute.  The Act provided that the central government may make a scheme to give effect to the 

decision of the Tribunal. The Bill is making it mandatory for the central government to make such scheme.   
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Data bank: Under the Act, the central government maintains a data bank and information system at the national 

level for each river basin.  The Bill provides that the central government will appoint or authorise an agency to 

maintain such data bank. 
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