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How to use this document 

This document is an effort to compile important topics for mains exams. We have compiled it based on the 

recent trends in the UPSC mains questions. 

1. These are the current affairs/ issues compilations around 30-40% of total questions on the 

particular subject will be asked on these topics. 
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2. There could be direct questions from the current affairs on the topics given in the document. 

Students need to align the content given in the document as per the demand of the UPSC 

question. 

3.  There could be questions/ statements asked by the UPSC keeping these topics in mind. In such 

cases, students have to intelligently understand the context in which question being asked and 

relevant topic to be addressed. 

4. Students need to note that, there will not be any demarcation as such in the mains. These topics to 

be used in other papers also. For example concept of polity can be used in Ethics (GS IV). 

Economic implications can be written in polity related questions. 
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Elections in India 

Apti Comments: We are expecting one question in GS-2/ Essay related to elections. Demand/ way of 

framing the question could be different. Students need to prepare various issues related to elections and 

use these points wherever required. It is also advisable to give some examples of issues/ controversies 

during the elections to get good marks. Students need to ensure that they are politically neutral while 

framing the answers related to these topics. 

1. Electoral Bonds scheme 
What is it? 

 Electoral bonds will be issued by a notified bank for specified denominations. One can donate to a 

political party by buying these bonds. 

 The party can convert these bonds back into money via their bank accounts.  

 Electoral Bond (s) would be issued/purchased for any value, in multiples of  
Rs.1,000, Rs.10,000, Rs.1,00,000, Rs.10,00,000 and Rs.1,00,00,000 from the Specified 

Branches of the State Bank of India (SBI). 

Why is it important? 

 Most political parties accept cash donations from anonymous sources. Nearly 70 per cent of the 

party funding over an 11-year period came from unknown sources. 

 The 255th Law Commission Report on Electoral Reforms observed that opacity in political 
funding results in ―lobbying and capture‖ of the government by big donors.  

 Currently, political parties are required to report any donation of over Rs.20,000 to the IT 

department. But there has been a trend of more donations flowing by way of hard cash in smaller 

amounts. To fix this, the Budget has reduced the disclosure limit to 2,000 and insists that any 

amount over this must be paid through cheque or the digital mode. The idea is that electoral bonds 
will prompt donors to take the banking route to donate, with their identity captured by the issuing 

authority.  

 

Benefits of electoral bonds 

 Tackling Black Money in Political Funding: As electoral bonds will be purchased through KYC 
compliance therefore it would induce funding through clean money.  

 It is a first step towards bringing transparency and accountability in political funding. 

 Short span of 15 days for redeeming the electoral bonds will prevent it from being a parallel 
currency.  

 

Criticism against electoral bonds 

 It is instrument to ease the flow of black money to political parties. 

 Anonymity of donor: political parties no longer need to reveal the donor‘s name for contributions 

above 20,000, provided these are in the form of electoral bonds.  

 Benefits only larger parties which gets large share of votes in previous elections. 
 Electoral bonds tilt the political finance balance heavily in favor of the ruling party in the 

Centre. 

 Political-corporate nexus 

 Electoral bonds and FCRA new regulations helps to mange black money easily. 

Way forward 

 Though electoral bonds are good step towards improving transparency, it is evident that parties 
can escape from the scrutiny. 

 Stringent provisions should be brought in the electoral bond provisions to improve the 
transparency in electoral funding.  
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2. Model code of conduct 

 

Apti Comments: This question may not be asked 
directly. However students need to use the points 

in the topic wherever possible.  

 

What is the Model Code of Conduct and who 

does it apply to? 

 The MCC is a set of guidelines issued by 
the Election Commission to regulate 

political parties and candidates prior to 

elections, to ensure free and fair elections.  

 This is in keeping with Article 324 of the 
Constitution, which gives the Election 

Commission the power to supervise 

elections to the Parliament and state 
legislatures.  

 The MCC is operational from the date that 
the election schedule is announced till the 

date that results are announced.   

 

 

Key provisions of the Model Code of Conduct  
 

 General Conduct:  Criticism of political 
parties must be limited to their policies 

and programs, past record and work. 

 Activities such as:  

(a) Using caste and communal feelings to 
secure votes,  

(b) Criticizing candidates on the basis of 

unverified reports,  

(c) Bribing or intimidation of voters, and  

(d) Organizing demonstrations or picketing 

outside houses of persons to protest 
against their opinions, are prohibited. 

 Meetings:  Parties must inform the local 
police authorities of the venue and time of 

any meeting in time to enable the police to 

make adequate security arrangements. 

 Processions:  If two or more candidates 
plan processions along the same route, 

organizers must establish contact in 
advance to ensure that the processions do 

not clash.  Carrying and burning effigies 

representing members of other political 

parties is not allowed. 

 Polling day:  All authorised party workers 
at polling booths should be given identity 
badges.  These should not contain the 

party name, symbol or name of the candidate. 

 Polling booths:  Only voters, and those with a valid pass from the Election Commission, will be 
allowed to enter polling booths. 

 Observers:  The Election Commission will appoint observers to whom any candidates may report 
problems regarding the conduct of the election. 

 Party in power:  The MCC incorporated certain restrictions in 1979, regulating the conduct of the 
party in power.  Ministers must not combine official visits with election work or use official 

machinery for the same.  The party must avoid advertising at the cost of the public exchequer or 
using official mass media for publicity on achievements to improve chances of victory in the 

elections.  Ministers and other authorities must not announce any financial grants, or promise any 

construction of roads, provision of drinking water, etc.   Other parties must be allowed to use 

public spaces and rest houses and these must not be monopolized by the party in power. 

Election Commission of India (ECI) Under Article 324 of 

the Constitution of India, the Election Commission of 

India is vested with the power of superintendence, 

direction and control of conducting the elections to the 

Lok Sabha and State Legislative Assemblies. 

Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) The Chief Electoral Officer 

of a state/ Union Territory is authorised to supervise the 

election work in the state/Union Territory subject to the 

overall superintendence, direction and control of the 

Election Commission. 

District Election Officer (DEO) Subject to the 

superintendence, direction and control of the Chief 

Electoral Officer, the District Election Officer supervises 

the election work of a district. 

Returning Officer (RO) The Returning Officer of a 

Parliamentary or assembly constituency is responsible 

for the conduct of elections in the Parliamentary or 

assembly constituency concerned.  

Electoral Registration Officer (ERO) The Electoral 

Registration Officer is responsible for the preparation of 

electoral rolls for a Parliamentary / assembly 

constituency. The Election Commission of India, in 

consultation with the state / UT government, appoints 

an officer of the government or the local authorities as 

the Electoral Registration Officer. 

Presiding Officer The Presiding Officer with the 

assistance of polling officers conducts the poll at a 

polling station. The District Election Officer appoints the 

Presiding Officers and the Polling Officers. In the case of 

Union Territories, such appointments are made by the 

Returning Officers. 

Note: Read election related topics from Laxmikanth 
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 Election manifestos:  Added in 2013, these guidelines prohibit parties from making promises that 
exert an undue influence on voters, and suggest that manifestos also indicate the means to achieve 

promises. 

 
What changes have been recommended in relation to the MCC since the last general elections? 

 In 2015, the Law Commission in its report on Electoral Reforms, noted that the MCC prohibits the 
issue of advertisement at the cost of public exchequer in newspapers/media during the election 

period.  Commission recommended that a restriction should be imposed on government-sponsored 

advertisements for up to six months prior to the date of expiry of the House/Assembly.   

  

Is the Model Code of Conduct legally binding?  

 The MCC is not enforceable by law.  However, certain provisions of the MCC may be enforced 
through invoking corresponding provisions in other statutes such as the Indian Penal Code, 1860, 

Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973, and Representation of the People Act, 1951.  

 The Election Commission has argued against making the MCC legally binding; stating that 
elections must be completed within a relatively short time (close to 45 days),  and judicial 

proceedings typically take longer, therefore it is not feasible to make it enforceable by law.  

 On the other hand, in 2013, the Standing Committee on Personnel, Public Grievances, Law 
and Justice, recommended making the MCC legally binding.   

 In a report on electoral reforms, the Standing Committee observed that most provisions of the MCC 
are already enforceable through corresponding provisions in other statutes, mentioned above.  It 
recommended that the MCC be made a part of the Representation of the People Act, 1951. 

 

Way forward 

 Serious steps to be taken to provide more autonomy to the Election Commission for enforcing the 
MCC. 

 Elections to be conducted in more transparent manner proper enforcement of law. That can only be 
possible with the legal status to MCC.  

 

3. Criminalization of politics 

 

 Criminalization of Politics means that the criminals entering the politics and contesting elections 
and even getting elected to the Parliament and state legislature. 

 Out of 539 winners in Loka Sabha 2019, 233 MPs have declared criminal cases against 
themselves. 

  
Causes 

 Need of money and muscle power in politics and elections. 

 Opportunities of corruption in the positions they have elected. There are lot instances where 
income of elected candidates multiplied many times in  5 years of their power. 

 Slower justice. 

 Lack of knowledge in the public about the representatives. 

 Party/ religion/Caste based voting behavior rather than caliber of individual. 
  

Judicial measures 

 The Supreme Court judgment of May 2, 2002 mandated that candidates disclose their criminal 
antecedents, if any, as also their financial and educational background. 

 The apex court of India in a judgment on July 11, 2013 declared that persons in jail or police 
custody cannot contest elections to legislative bodies. The order was passed by the Supreme Court 

along with the landmark verdict that MPs, MLAs and MLCs would be disqualified the day they were 
convicted. 

  

Actions to be taken 

 Better transparency in election funding. 

 Greater autonomy for election commission. 

 Stringent RTI laws to better awareness of the candidates/ elected representatives. 

 Fast-track courts are necessary because politicians are able to delay the judicial process and serve 
for decades before prosecution. 

 Publicizing the details of the candidates appearing for the elections. 
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4. Voter verifiable paper audit trail (VVPAT) 

 

Context: Opposition parties have been repeatedly demanding that the Election Election introduce VVPAT 
to ensure free and fair elections. The political parties have also been demanding that at least 50 per cent of 

VVPAT slips should be counted and matched with total vote count recorded by EVMs.  

 

 VVPAT is a specific machine that is used in elections to verify that the citizen‘s vote has been correctly 
placed. VVPAT means Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail. In times of political mudslinging about EVM 

tampering, a paper trail ensures that voter faith remains intact, strengthening participatory 
democracy.  

 The VVPAT machine gives instant feedback to the voter, through a printed slip. Essentially, after a 
voter presses the button confirming their vote for their chosen candidate or NOTA, the VVPAT machine 

prints a slip containing the name of the candidate and the corresponding election symbol and 

automatically drops it in a sealed box.  

 The VVPAT is placed in a transparent glass case, allowing the voter to see the vote. The voter slip is 
then displayed to the voter for about seven seconds. Then it is dropped in the storage box and a beep 

confirms this action. The VVPAT can be accessed by the polling officials, but not by the voters.  

 Election Commission had engaged the Indian Statistical Institute to arrive at a "mathematically sound, 
statistically robust and practically cogent solution" by scientifically analysing the issue of VVPAT slip 

verification with electronic count of the EVMs.  

 At the moment, the VVPAT slips are counted in a randomly-selected polling station in each Assembly 
constituency or Parliamentary constituency depending upon the nature of elections being held.  

 

 

5. Other Issues related to elections in India 
1. Defamation, hate speech:  

a. Politicians using hate speeches, defaming each others has become new norm.  

b. This issue needs to be addressed effectively by proper code of conduct to the politicians. 

2.  Fake news 

a. With advent of social media and messaging applications, fake news has been widely used to 

get the votes/ defaming others. 
b. Social media regulations have be brought to check the fake news. Recent guidelines to 

messaging application are good step towards minimizing the spread of fake news. 

c. Punishment to be imposed to originator of such messages. 

3. Violence during elections 

a. West Bengal witnessed huge violence during the polls.  
4. Communal politics 

a. Religion being used as tool to get votes. 

b. Many communal leaders giving open hate statement about other religions were found. 

c. Strict action to be taken against the people indulge in communal politics. 

5. Caste based politics:  

a. Caste is playing very crucial role in electoral politics in India. 
b. There is significant voters look at the caste of the participant rather than the caliber of the 

candidate. 

c. Awareness programs to be conducted to change the mentality of the voters towards caste 

based politics. 

6. Lower voter turnout  
a. Voter turnout was less in urban areas, constitutions where literacy rate is above average. 

b. This attitude of the people needs to be changed. 

c. Giving tooth to NOTA provision may increase the voter behavior to some extent. 

7. Money power used in politics. 

8. Freebees announcement for getting elected. 

a. Many political parties announcing freebees during the campain was found. 
b. There should be proper guideline about election manifesto. 

c. Voters should understand the fiscal implications of these freebees and act towards rejecting 

such offers made by the politicians. 

9. India is drifting towards person based voting behavior from the party/ideology based voting 

behavior. 
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6. Draft National Education Policy 2019 

 

Context: The Committee for Draft National Education Policy (Chair: Dr. K. Kasturirangan) submitted its 
report. The Committee was constituted by the Ministry of Human Resource Development in June 2017.  

The report proposes an education policy, which seeks to address the challenges of: (i) access, (ii) equity, 

(iii) quality, (iv)  affordability, and (v) accountability faced by the current education system.  

 

Highlights 
 

Primary education  

Early childhood care and education:  

 High-quality early childhood care and 

education will be provided for all children 

between the ages of 3 and 6 by 2025.  

 Currently, the RTE Act provides for free and 

compulsory education to all children from the 

age of six to 14 years.  The draft Policy 

recommends extending the ambit of the RTE 

Act to include early childhood education and 

secondary school education.  This would 

extend the coverage of the Act to all children 

between the ages of three to 18 years..  

Ensuring foundational literacy and numeracy: 

 Every student will start achieving age-appropriate foundational literacy and numeracy by 2025.  

. 

Curriculum framework:  

The current structure of school education must be restructured on the basis of the development needs of 

students.  This would consist of a 5-3-3-4 design comprising: (i) five years of foundational stage (three 

years of pre-primary school and classes one and two), (ii) three years of preparatory stage (classes three to 

five), (iii) three years of middle stage (classes six to eight), and (iv) four years of secondary stage (classes 

nine to 12). 

 

Universal access and retention in schools:  

All Indians between ages 3 and 18 to be in school by 2030. The Right to Education Act will be extended 

from pre-school to class XII. 

 

School exam reforms: The Committee noted that the current board examinations: (i) force students to 

concentrate only on a few subjects, (ii) do not test learning in a formative manner, and (iii) cause stress 

among students.  To track students‘ progress throughout their school experience, the draft Policy proposes 

State Census Examinations in classes three, five and eight.  Further, it recommends restructuring the 

board examinations to test only core concepts, skills and higher order capacities.  These board 

examinations will be on a range of subjects.  The students can choose their subjects, and the semester 

when they want to take these board exams.  The in-school final examinations may be replaced by these 

board examinations 

 

Teacher management: The Committee noted that there has been a steep rise in teacher shortage, lack of 

professionally qualified teachers, and deployment of teachers for non-educational purposes.  The draft 

Policy recommends that teachers should be deployed with a particular school complex for at least five to 
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seven years.  Further, teachers will not be allowed to participate in any non-teaching activities (such as 

cooking mid-day meals or participating in vaccination campaigns) during school hours that could affect 

their teaching capacities 

. 

Regulation of schools: The draft Policy recommends separating the regulation of schools from aspects 

such as policymaking, school operations, and academic development.  It suggests creating an independent 

State School Regulatory Authority for each state that will prescribe basic uniform standards for public and 

private schools. 

 

Higher Education  

Regulatory structure and accreditation: The Committee noted that the current higher education system 

has multiple regulators with overlapping mandates.  This reduces the autonomy of higher educational 

institutions and creates an environment of dependency and centralised decision making.  Therefore, it 

proposes setting up the National Higher Education Regulatory Authority (NHERA).  This independent 

authority would replace the existing individual regulators in higher education, including professional and 

vocational education. 

 

Establishment of new higher educational institutions: Currently, higher educational institutions can 
only be set up by Parliament or state legislatures.  The draft Policy proposes that these institutions could 

be allowed to be set up through a Higher Education Institution Charter from NHER  This Charter will be 

awarded on the basis of transparent assessment of certain specified criteri  All such newly constituted 

higher educational institutions must receive accreditation as mandated by NHERA within five years of 

being established. 
  

Restructuring of higher education institutions: Higher education institutions will be restructured into 

three types: (i) research universities focusing equally on research and teaching; (ii) teaching universities 

focusing primarily on teaching; and (iii) colleges focusing only on teaching at undergraduate levels.  All 
such institutions will gradually move towards full autonomy - academic, administrative, and financial. 

  

Establishing a National Research Foundation: The Committee observed that the total investment on 
research and innovation in India has declined from 0.84% of GDP in 2008 to 0.69% in 2014.  India also 

lags behind many nations in number of researchers (per lakh population), patents and publications.  

Education Governance 

 The Committee observed that there is a need to revisit the existing system of governance in 

education, and bring in synergy and coordination among the different ministries, departments and 

agencies. In this context, it recommends: 

 Creation of a National Education Commission or Rashtriya Shiksha Aayog, as an apex body for 
education, to be headed by the Prime Minister. This body will be responsible for developing, 

implementing, evaluating, and revising the vision of education in the country on a continuous and 

sustained basis.  It will oversee the implementation and functioning of several bodies including the 
National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT), the proposed National Higher 

Education Regulatory Authority, and National Research Foundation. 

  

 The Ministry of Human Resources and Development must be renamed as the Ministry of Education 
in order to bring focus back on education. 

Financing Education 

 The Draft Policy reaffirmed the commitment of spending 6% of GDP as public investment in 

education.  
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 The draft Policy seeks to double the public investment in education from the current 10% of total 
public expenditure to 20% in the next 10 years. Of the additional 10% expenditure, 5% will be 

utilised for universities and colleges (higher education), 2% will be utilised for additional teacher 

costs or resources in school education and 1.4% will be utilised for early childhood care and 
education. 

  

 The Committee also observed operational problems and leakages in disbursement of funds. For 
instance, it observed that District Institutes of Education and Training have about 45% vacancies 

which have led to their allocations not being used or being used ineffectively.  It recommends 

optimal and timely utilisation of funds through the institutional development plans. 

Technology in Education 

 The Committee observed that technology plays an important role in: (a) improving the classroom 

process of teaching, learning and evaluation, (b) aiding in preparation of teachers and continuous 

professional development of teachers, (c) improving access to education in remote areas and for 
disadvantaged groups, and (d) improving the overall planning, administration and management of 

the entire education system. It recommends focused electrification of all educational institutions as 

electricity is a pre-requisite for all technology-based interventions.  Further, it recommends: 

  

 National Mission on Education through information and communication technology: The 
Mission will encompass virtual laboratories that provide remote access to laboratories in various 
disciplines.  A National Education Technology Forum will also be setup under the Mission, as an 

autonomous body, to facilitate decision making on the induction, deployment and use of 

technology.  This Forum will provide evidence-based advice to central and state-governments on 

technology-based interventions.  

  

 National Repository on Educational Data: A National Repository will be setup to maintain all 
records related to institutions, teachers, and students in digital form.  Further, a single online 
digital repository will be created where copyright-free educational resources will be made available 

in multiple languages. 

Vocational Education 

 The Committee observed that less than 5% of the workforce in the age-group of 19-24 receives 

vocational education in Indi This is in contrast to 52% in the USA, 75% in Germany and 96% in 

South Kore  It recommends integrating vocational educational program in all educational 

institutions (schools, colleges and universities) in a phased manner over a period of 10 years.  Note 

that this is an upward revision from the National Policy on Skills Development and 
Entrepreneurship (2015) which aimed at offering vocational education in 25% of educational 

institutions.  Key recommendations in this regard include: 

  

 Vocational courses: All school students must receive vocational education in at least one vocation 
in grades nine to 12.  The proposed school complexes must build expertise in curriculum delivery 

that is aligned to the competency levels under the existing National Skills Qualifications 

Framework. 
  

 The proposed Higher Education Institutions must also offer vocational courses that are integrated 
into the undergraduate education programmes. The draft Policy targets to offer vocational 

education to up to 50% of the total enrolment in higher education institutions by 2025, up from 

the present level of enrolment of well below 10% in these institutions. 

  

 National Committee for the Integration of Vocational Education: A National Committee will be 
set up to work out the steps that need to be taken towards achieving these goals.  A separate fund 
will be setup for the integration of vocational education into educational institutions.  The 

Committee will work out the modalities for the disbursement of these funds. 
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Adult Education 

 As per Census 2011, India still had over 3.26 crore youth non-literates (15-24 years of age) and a 
total of 26.5 crore adult non-literates (15 years and above). In this regard, the draft Policy 

recommends: 

  

 Establishing an autonomous Central Institute of Adult Education, as a constituent unit of NCERT, 
which will develop a National Curriculum Framework for adult education. The Framework will 

cover five broad areas: foundational literacy and numeracy, critical life skills vocational skills 

development, basic education, and continuing education. 
  

 Adult Education Centres will be included within the proposed school complexes. Relevant courses 
for youth and adults will be made available at the National Institute of Open Schooling.  A cadre of 

adult education instructors and managers, as well as a team of one-on-one tutors will be created 

through a newly-established National Adult Tutors Program. 

 

7. 125th constitutional amendment bill, 2019: sixth schedule areas 

Context: The Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty-Fifth Amendment) Bill, 2019 was introduced in 
Rajya Sabha on February 6, 2019. The Bill amends provisions related to the Finance Commission and the 

Sixth Schedule of the Constitution.  The Sixth Schedule relates to the administration of tribal areas in the 

states of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram.   

 Village and Municipal Councils: The Sixth Schedule states that tribal areas in certain regions of 
these four states will be ‗autonomous districts‘, each consisting of a District Council.  Further, the 
Governor may divide an autonomous district into autonomous regions, each consisting of a 

Regional Council.  The administration of autonomous districts and regions will be carried out by 

District and Regional Councils, respectively.  

  

 The Bill amends this to provide for Village and Municipal Councils in addition to the District and 
Regional Councils. Village Councils will be established for villages or groups of villages in rural 

areas, and Municipal Councils will be established in urban areas of each district.  Further, the 
District Councils may make laws on various issues, including: (i) number of Village and Municipal 

Councils to be formed, and their composition, (ii) delimitation of constituencies for election to the 

Village and Municipal Councils, (iii) powers and functions of Village and Municipal Councils.   

  

 Further, the Bill states that the Governor may make rules for devolution of powers and 
responsibilities to the Village and Municipal Councils. Such rules may be framed in relation to: (i) 
preparation of plans for economic development, (ii) implementation of land reforms, (iii) urban and 

town planning, and (iv) regulation of land-use, among other functions.  

  

 State Finance Commission: The Bill provides the appointment of a Finance Commission for these 
states, to review the financial position of District, Village, and Municipal Councils.  The 

Commission will make recommendations regarding: (i) distribution of taxes between states and 

District Councils, (ii) grants-in-aid to District, Village, and Municipal Councils from the 
Consolidated Fund of the state, (iii) and measures to improve the financial position of District, 

Village, and Municipal Councils.  

  

 Finance Commission: Under the Constitution, the functions of the Finance Commission include 
making recommendations to the President on: (i) distribution of taxes between the Union and 

states, and the (ii) provision of grants-in-aid to states.  The Bill states that in addition to these 

functions, the Commission will make recommendations on measures to augment the Consolidated 
Fund of a state to provide resources to District Councils, Village Councils, and Municipal Councils 

in tribal areas in the four Sixth Schedule states. 

  

 Elections to councils: The Bill states that all elections to the District Councils, Regional Councils, 
Village Councils, and Municipal Councils will be conducted by the State Election Commission 

appointed by the Governor, for these four states.       
  



 

 
11 

 Disqualification of members of councils: The Sixth Schedule provides that the Governor may 
make rules for the constitution of District and Regional Councils, including qualifications for being 

elected as members of these councils.  The Bill adds that the Governor may make rules for the 

disqualification of such members on the grounds of defection.  

 

8. Medical Council (Amendment Bill), 2019, and the Homoeopathy Central Council 

(Amendment Bill), 2019 

 
Context: The Cabinet has approved the Indian Medical Council (Amendment Bill), 2019, and the 

Homoeopathy Central Council (Amendment Bill), 2019, both of which had lapsed in the 16th Lok Sabha 

session. Both the Bills are now set to be reintroduced in the upcoming Parliament session beginning next 

week. 

 The Indian Medical Council (Amendment Bill), 2019, is aimed at bringing in transparency, 
accountability and quality in the governance of medical education in the country and would 
provide for supersession of the Medical Council of India (MCI) for a period of two years. 

 ―During this period, the Board of Governors shall exercise the powers and functions of the MCI as 
assigned under the IMC Act, 1956.  

 The number of members in the Board of Governors will be increased from existing 7 to 12. 

 The Homoeopathy Central Council (Amendment Bill), 2019, meanwhile, seeks to extend the period 
for reconstitution of the Central Council from an existing period of one year to two years so that 

the tenure of the Board of Governors may be extended for a further period of one year with effect 

from May 17, 2019. 

 In an effort to make the Dental Council of India more effective, the Union Cabinet also approved 
the introduction of a Bill to amend the Dentists Act, 1948. The Bill would help restructure the 
Dental Councils and the representation of Central government members and elected members 

would no longer be made mandatory in the Dental Councils. 

 

 

9. The One Hundred and Third Amendment of the Constitution of India 

 

 The One Hundred and Third Amendment of the Constitution of India introduces 10% reservation 
for economically weaker sections of society for admission to Central Government-run educational 

institutions and private educational institutions (except for minority educational institutions), and 

for employment in Central Government jobs. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ACT 

 The bill was passed in Lok Sabha by 323 members voting in favor and 3 members against the bill. 
It was subsequently passed by Rajya Sabha with 165 members in the favor and only 7 members 
against the bill. 

 It provides reservation of jobs in central government jobs as well as government educational 
institutions. It is also applicable on admissions to private higher educational institutions. 

 It applies to citizens belonging to the economically weaker sections from the upper castes. 

 This reservation is "in addition to the existing reservations and subject to a maximum of ten per 
cent of the total seats in each category". 

 The Bill defines Economically Weaker Section (EWS) as one having:   
o Annual household income below Rs 8 lakh. 

o Agriculture land below 5 acres. 

o Residential house below 1000 sqft. 
o Residential plot below 100 yards in notified municipality.   

o Residential plot below 200 yards in non-notified municipality are 

 The Amendment does not make such reservations mandatory in State Government-run educational 
institutions or State Government jobs. However, some states have chosen to implement the 10% 

reservation for economically weaker sections. 

 
AMENDED ARTICLES 

 Article 15 (6) is added to provide reservations to economically weaker sections for admission to 
educational institutions including private educational institutions, whether aided or unaided by 

the State, other than the minority educational institutions referred to in clause (1) of Article 30. 

The amendment aims to provide reservation to those who do not fall in 15 (5) and 15(4) (effectively, 

SCs, STs and OBCs). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitution_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitution_of_India
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 Article 16 (6) is added to provide reservations to people from economically weaker sections in 
government posts. 

 

Advantages of the bill 

 People from economically weaker sections of the society have largely remained excluded from 
attending the higher educational institutions and public employment on account of their financial 

incapacity to compete with the persons who are economically more privileged. Bill helps to give on 

par opportunity to them. 

 The bill states that it is drafted with a will to mandate Article 46 of the Constitution of India, a 
Directive Principle that urges the government to protect the educational and economic interests of 

the weaker sections of society. While socially disadvantaged sections have enjoyed participation in 

the employment in the services of the state, no such benefit was provided to the economically 
weaker sections. 

 SC has ruled that the amendment is in line with the basic structure of the constitution.  
 

Arguments against extending reservations on economic basis:  

 It is against the equal opportunities to all. In M. Nagaraj v. Union of India (2006), a Constitution 
Bench ruled that equality is part of the basic structure of the Constitution. As well said by the 

court, equality is the part of our constitution. The bill breaches the same by exceeding the 50% 

reservation limits. 

 From the very small tax base, it is evident that very small amount of population falls under the 
above 8 lakh income group. Hence the bill brings almost everyone under the mandate. 

 Chances of hiding the income for the sake of reservation will increase which further reduces the 
tax base.  

 Challenges in the identification of beneficiaries: In a country where taxable population is still very 
low due to misrepresentation of income, implementing economic eligibility criteria would be a 

bureaucratic nightmare.  

 It is against the merit system as the reservation reduces the competition. 

 Announcing such schemes when election is very close shows the populist move of the government 
and political power misuse. 

 
Way Forward 

 Though the bill has both positives and negatives, on the bigger picture India should reduce the 
reservation which was introduced in the constitution as the temporary feature. 

 There should be digitalization of beneficiaries under various reservation programs and de-reserving 
them after one/two reservation benefits. 

 Politicization of issue is one of the biggest challenges and needs to be addressed with uniting 
together. 

 

 
10. Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act 

 

Context: PM-led selection panel recently cleared the former Supreme Court Judge Pinaki Chandra Ghose 

as first Lokpal of Indi  

 
Background 

 The word ‗Lokpal‘ etymologically means ‗protector of people‘. The term was coined as an Indian variant 
of the concept of ‗Ombudsman‘, which has Scandinavian origin and refers to an official who is 

appointed to investigate complaints of citizens against the administration. 

 Following the wide-spread agitation, the Government constituted a Joint Drafting Committee in April 
2011, comprising Government representatives and those from civil society to draft the Lokpal Bill. 

Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013  

 Lokpal at the Centre and Lokayukta at the level of the states.  

 A mandate for setting up of the institution of Lokayukta through enactment of a law by the State 
Legislature within a period of 365 days from the date of commencement of the Act.  

 Lokpal will consist of a chairperson and a maximum of eight members, of which 50 per cent shall 

be judicial members.  

 50 per cent of members of Lokpal shall be from SC/ST/OBCs, minorities and women.  

 The selection of chairperson and members of Lokpal shall be through a Selection Committee 
consisting of the Prime Minister, the Speaker, Lok Sabha, Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha, 

Chief Justice of India (CJI) or a sitting Supreme Court judge nominated by CJI, eminent jurist to be 
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nominated by the President of India on the basis of recommendations of the first four members of 

the Selection Committee.  

 The Prime Minister has been brought under the purview of the Lokpal.  

  Lokpal‘s jurisdiction will cover all categories of public servants.  

 All entities receiving donations from foreign source in the context of the Foreign Contribution 
Regulation Act (FCRA) in excess of Rs. 10 lakh per year are brought under the jurisdiction of 
Lokpal.  

 Provides adequate protection for honest and upright public servants.  

 Lokpal will have power of superintendence and direction over any investigative agency including 
CBI for cases referred to them by Lokpal.  

  A high powered committee chaired by the Prime Minister will recommend selection of the Director, 
CBI.  

 Directorate of Prosecution headed by a Director of Prosecution under the overall control of Director, 
CBI. (ix)  

 The Director of Prosecution, CBI will be appointed by the Central Government on the 
recommendation of the CVC for a period of not less than two years.  

 Transfer of officers of CBI investigating cases referred by Lokpal can be effected with the approval 
of Lokpal.  

 The Bill also incorporates provisions for attachment and confiscation of property acquired by 
corrupt means, even while prosecution is pending.  

 The Bill lays down clear time lines for preliminary enquiry and investigation and trial and towards 
this end, the Bill provides for setting up of special courts.  

 

Lokayuktas in States  

 Though the institution of Lokpal is yet to become a reality at the Union level, similar institutions of 
Lokayuktas have, in fact, been set-up and are functioning for many years in several States. At 

present, Loka yuktas are in place in 17 States and one Union Territory. However, due to the 

difference in structure, scope and jurisdiction, the effectiveness of the State Lokayuktas vary from 
State to State.  

 

11. DNA Technology (Use and Application) Regulation Bill, 2018 

 

According to National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) 2016 data, more than 3 lakhs cases per year involve 
crime on human body and properties. Recently approved DNA Technology (Use and Application) 

Regulation Bill, 2018 helps to effectively address these cases. 

Key Provisions 

 Purpose: DNA based forensic technologies to support and strengthen the justice delivery system of 
the country. 

 Mandatory Accreditation and Regulation of DNA laboratories:  to set in place an institutional 
mechanism to collect and utilize DNA technologies for identifying people based on samples 

collected from crime scenes.  

 Special Database: Special databanks can only store information related to criminal investigations. 

 Ensure Privacy: Several clauses in the Bill were tightened for assuring reliable DNA test results 

and immunity to data abuse in terms of privacy rights of the citizens. 

 Identifying the Missing:  Bill helps to cross-matching between persons who have been reported 

missing on the one hand and unidentified dead bodies found in various parts of the country on the 

other. 

 Regulation mechanism: Bill constitutes a DNA Profiling Board that would be the ultimate 

authority and would function to authorize the creation of State- level DNA databanks, approve the 

methods of DNA collection and inquire DNA- technologies. 

Significance of the bill: 

 Solving cases involving offences that are categorized as affecting the human body (such as 
murder, rape, human trafficking, or grievous hurt), and those against property (including theft, 
burglary, and dacoity). 

 Speedier justice delivery: reducing the delay of cases/ pending cases etc.  

 Increased conviction rate: Escape of criminals because of lack of proof can be reduced. Currently 
conviction rate is only 30%. 

 Identification of missing people can be easier. 

 Creates checks and balances to safe use of DNA dat 
Bill is good step forward towards better justice delivery mechanism and easy identification of bodies. 

However, provisions in the bill should be implemented in letter and spirit to ensure safe use of DNA data 

collected as per the provisions of the bill.  
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12. Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2016 

 
Background  

 According to the Citizenship Act, 1955, illegal migrants are prohibited from acquiring Indian 
citizenship. 

  An illegal immigrant is identified as one who either enters the country without valid travel 
documents (like passport and visa). The category also includes those people who have the valid 

travel documents but stay beyond the permitted time period. 

 On the other hand, the Foreigners Act, 1946, and the Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920, put 
forth the provision that illegal migrants can be imprisoned or deported.  

 These acts empower the central government to regulate the entry, exit and residence of foreigners 
within the territory of Indi 

 

Highlights of the amendment  Bill 

 The Bill amends the Citizenship Act, 1955 to make illegal migrants who are Hindus, Sikhs, 

Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and Christians from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan, eligible for 

citizenship. 
 Under the Act, one of the requirements for citizenship by naturalisation is that the applicant must 

have resided in India during the last 12 months, and for 11 of the previous 14 years.  The Bill 

relaxes this 11 year requirement to six years for persons belonging to the same six religions and 

three countries. 

 

Key Issues and Analysis 
 The Bill makes illegal migrants eligible for citizenship on the basis of religion. This may violate 

Article 14 of the Constitution which guarantees right to equality. 

 Act doesn‘t have a provision for Muslim sects like Shias and Ahmediyas who also face persecution 

in Pakistan. 

 Bill may  increase the migrants to India from other countries. 
 Acts would embolden political forces of neighboring countries to evict people from other religions 

from their lands and force them to leave to Indi 

 People from Assam are opposing it as it may hurt the rights of people in the region. Meghalaya 

Democratic Alliance (MDA) also opposed the bill. 

 Bill fails to adhere to the provisions of the international refugee law.  

 The Bill allows cancellation of OCI registration for violation of any law. This is a wide ground that 
may cover a range of violations, including minor offences (eg. parking in a no parking zone). 

 

Conclusion  

 Providing a humanitarian assistance and asylum to the people suffering in other countries is good 
and it is in line with Indian value system. 

 However such move should not be religiously biased.  

 Government should ensure issues associated with the bill to be solved before implementing the bill  
 

 
13. Draft Emigration Bill  

Context 

 The Ministry of External Affairs released the draft Emigration Bill, 2019. 

  The draft Bill seeks to provide a regulatory mechanism to govern overseas employment of Indian 
nationals, and protect and promote the welfare of Indian emigrants.   

 

Key features of the draft Bill include: 

 Authorities: The draft Bill seeks to create three authorities:  

 Emigration Management Authority (EMA): The EMA, will be headed by the Secretary in 
the Ministry of External Affairs.  Its functions include supervising the management of 
emigration in India, and advising the central government on emigration policy. 

 Bureau of Emigration Policy and Planning (BEPP) : BEPP will consist of a Chief of 
Emigration Policy and other officers. Its functions include: (i) preparing policies on issues 

related to welfare of emigrants, (ii) negotiating labour agreements with destination 

countries, and (iii) undertaking labour market analysis.  Further, the BEA will consist of a 

Chief Emigration Officer and other officers.  Its functions include: (i) maintaining a database 

of Indian migrants, and (ii) preventing illegal migration and recruitment procedures. 
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 Bureau of Emigration and Administration (BEA): Registration of agencies: All recruitment 
and enrolment agencies must be registered with a competent authority.  Recruitment 

agencies are those entities engaged in recruitment of individuals for an employer, and 

enrolment agencies are entities engaged in enrolment of Indian students for study in a 
foreign institution.  The competent authority may cancel the certificate of registration on 

various grounds including: (i) the certificate was issued on misrepresentation of a fact, or (ii) 

the agency has breached any of the terms and conditions in the certificate.  Appeal against 

decisions of the competent authority with regard to registration of these agencies will lie 

with the central government. 
 

 Accreditation of employers: Any employer who intends to recruit an emigrant must apply for 
accreditation with the central government.  Such accreditation will be valid for a period of five 

years, and may be cancelled on the same grounds as specified for cancellation of registration of 

recruitment and enrolment agencies. 

Standing Committee report on Issues Related to Migrant Labour 

 Migration policy and data: The Committee noted that India does not have a migration policy.  This 
affects India‘s ability to use the potential offered by Indians in the international labour market.  
The Committee therefore, recommended that India should frame a coherent migration policy.  In 

addition, the Committee noted that despite the growing scale of migration, statistics and data was 

not readily available.  It recommended that the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) should maintain 

a database on various aspects of migration such as profile of migrants, their job profile, and 

country of destination. 

 Skill development: The Committee noted that the limited skill sets of migrant workers is a major 
hindrance in finding overseas employment.  The MEA highlighted five core elements in preparing 
the workforce for global mobility including:  

  alignment of qualifications with global standards,  

 infrastructure development,  

  credible assessment and certification framework,  

 pre-departure orientation, and  

 job linkage.    

 Emigration Bill: The Committee noted that in light of significant changes in migration patterns, the 
current legal provisions are inadequate to deal with issues confronting migrant workers.  While the 

MEA is drafting an Emigration Management Bill, the Committee expressed concerns over delay in 

the introduction of the Bill.  The Committee recommended that the Bill be finalised and presented 

to Parliament without further delay.  Further, the Committee recommended various provisions that 

should form part of the Bill.  These include:  

 providing Migrant Worker Welfare Centres at international airports to provide information,  

 creation of a digitized database with records of all migrant workers, their recruitment 

companies, skills, and educational qualifications, and  

 creation of a separate department under the Protector of Emigrants to investigate 
complaints of exploitation as well as abuse by recruiters. 

 

 

14. Mob Lynching 

What is mob lynching? 
Mob lynching is killing of individuals by the mob. The mob tries to carry out instantaneous justice by 

beating or assaulting an alleged culprit of a crime which often results in death of the individual. 

Reasons for mob lynching 

 Lack of faith in government institutions like the judiciary and police. There are significant delay 
and pendency in lower courts, and police is often accused by the mob of not carrying out impartial 

investigations.  

 Communalism and other social divisions also leads to lack of trust among different communities 
at a local level. Often such divisions are mobilized by political parties leading to events such as 
mob lynchings to further the division.  

 Cow smuggling, cow killing and consumption of cow meat have been emotional issues for the mob 
and have led to lynchings. For example: Pehlu Khan was lynched in Alwar, Rajasthan while 

transporting cows for his dairy farm on suspicion of cow smuggling.  

 Rumours of child kidnapping have also led to mob lynching. Recently in Assam, two men were 
lynched on suspicion of kidnapping local children.  

 Road rage in metropolitan cities have also led to mob lynching. 
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There has been a growth in the number of mob violence and lynching throughout Indi Mob violence and 

lynching are gross violations against the fundamental rights of every individual specially Article 21 which 

enshrines the right to life and dignity. 
Laws for Lynching in India 

 Section 223 (a) of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC), to prosecute together two or more 
people accused of the same offence committed in the course of the ―same transaction‖. But the 

provision falls far short of an adequate legal framework for prosecuting lynch mobs. 

 National Campaign Against Mob Lynching  draft Protection from Lynching Act, 2017 defines, 
for the first time in Indian legal history, the terms ‗lynching‘, ‗mob‘ and ‗victim‘ of mob lynching. It 

makes lynching a non-bailable offence, criminalises dereliction of duty by a policeman, 

criminalises incitement on social media, and stipulates that adequate compensation be paid, 
within a definite time frame, to victims and survivors. It also guarantees a speedy trial and witness 

protection. This is yet to be implemented.  

 

 

15. Supreme Court Verdict on Lynching 
Context: recently Supreme Court come up with the landmark judgment against mob lynching 

What court said? 

 Mob lynching are horrendous acts of mobocracy  

 We have lost the values of tolerance to sustain a diverse culture  

 Recent horror of mob violence are made worse by apathy of bystanders numbness of mute 
spectators inertia of Police grandstanding of the incident by perpetrators of crimes on social media  

 Mob violence will consume the whole country and is fed by fake news, self professed morality and 
false stories .This would lead to emergence of a violent society.  

On Role of State  

 State have the primary role to see that in form of vigilantism does not take place. Parliament 
should make lynching a separate offence. 

  Centre and State governments should implement the measures and file compliance reports within 
4 weeks.  

Measures to stop lynching: 

 Nodal Officer: The state government shall designate a police officer not below the rank of SP as 
Nodal Officers in each district. Nodal officer will be assisted by a DSP and together they will 

constitute a Task Force. 

  This task force shall take measures to prevent Mob violence and lynching, procure intelligence 
reports  

 The State governments have to identify Districts, Sub-Divisions and/or Villages which are most 
vulnerable to mob violence. Vulnerability would be dependent on the number of cases of mob 
lynching and violence reported in the last 5 years.  

 Designated Fast Track Courts in each district shall try cases of lynching and mob violence. 
Hearing should be on daily basis To cause deterrence, maximum sentence as per law must be 

awarded for mob violence and lynching  

 Disciplinary action must be taken against officials who fail to comply with the courts directions 
who act with deliberate negligence.  

The SC has rightly noted that the ‗Law is practiced in courts and not on the streets’ and by resorting to 

mob violence and justice people undermine the supremacy of the law. The law enforcement agencies thus 
should not be undermined and mob violence and lynching must be controlled to prevent the Indian society 

from transforming into a violent society. 

 

 

16. Judgement on A239 AA Delhi 

 
Background 

 Article 239AA of the Constitution of India granted Special Status to Delhi among Union Territories 
(UTs) through 69th constitutional amendment. 

 Article provides Legislative Assembly and a Council of Ministers responsible to appropriate powers 
to address the concerns of common man.  

 As per Article 239AA – Public Order, Police & Land in NCT of Delhi fall within the domain of 
Central Government which shall have the power to make laws on these matters. 

 Remaining matters of State List or Concurrent List, in so far as any such matter is applicable to 
UTs, the Legislative Assembly shall have power to make laws for NCT of Delhi. 
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 Further, the Council of Ministers are elected to aid and advise the LG in the exercise of his 
functions in relation to matters with respect to which the Legislative assembly has power to make 

law.  

What was the issue about? 

 Recent years Lieutenant governor appointed by center and elected government initiated power war 
for supremacy resulting in setting up of 5 member constitutional bench after Delhi high-court‘s 

declaration of supremacy of Lieutenant governor. 

Supreme Court’s verdict: has made deviations from the Delhi High Court judgment of August 2016 and 

ensured constitutional supremacy and balance of power. 

 Advice given by the council of ministers is binding on the LG to uphold the supremacy of elected 

government. 
 LG can refer the matter to President for decision: to ensure balance of power between center and 

UT 

 Judgment also cautioned about misuse of power of referring to President by only sensitive issues 

can be referred to President. 

 Judgment upholds the fact that Delhi is national capital and complete statehood is not feasible. 
Hence upheld the balance of power between center and elected government of UT.  

Implications: 

 It may end the tussle between elected government and LG. This would curb the existing issues and 

hindrances in proper functioning of the Government and would improve Governance of Delhi. 

 The Clear De-marcations of Powers would be beneficial in Future Years to ensure proper 

Functioning of Government. 
 The decision would uphold the Provisions of Indian Constitution regarding the Powers- Executive 

and Administrative of Delhi's Chief Minister. 

 LG cannot act as agent of centre. He/she has to abide local government 

 End to tussle between central government and government of Delhi. 

 
Landmark judgment reiterates that the Constitution is supreme and whichever party holds office in Delhi, 

it derives its authority from the constitution. Both the governments should understand the necessities co-

operative federalism to better governance in the region. 

 

 

17. Supreme court judgement on Section 377 of IPC 
What is the judgment about 

In a historic judgment, the Supreme Court ruled that consensual  adult gay sex is not a crime saying  

 sexual orientation is natural and people have no control over it. 

 

What is section 377 of IPC 

 Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code dating back to 1861, introduced during the British rule of 
India criminalized sexual activities "against the order of nature", including homosexual activities. 

 In 2009, the Delhi High Court read down Section 377 to apply only to non-consensual, penile, non-
vaginal sex, and sexual acts by adults with minors.  

 In December 2013, a two-judge Bench of the Supreme Court, on appeals filed by private parties, 
set aside the High Court‘s judgment. It upheld the criminalisation of gay sex while virtually denying 

the LGBTQ community the right to sexuality, sexual orientation and choice of partner. 

  In July 2018, a Constitution Bench re-opened the entire issue, saying a section of people could not 
live in fear of the law which atrophied their rights to choice, privacy and dignity. 

Issues with IPC section 377 

 Section 377 criminalizes a section of people for being a sexual minority. 

 Section 377 is against right to privacy which is a fundamental right. 

 IPC section in age old provision. Change in the mentality of the society laws also needs to be 
modified. 

 Government, laws should not interfere in the very personal decisions of individuals. 
Support towards IPC section 377 

 Homo sexuality is against nature.  

 Homo sexuality is against the social and religious norms. Many religious leaders criticized it. 

 Decriminalization of section 377 may further decline the sex ratio in Indi 

 It may also lead to social stereotyping. 
 

https://www.thehindu.com/tag/Supreme_Court/?utm=bodytag
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History of verdicts 

 

The issue of Section 377 was first raised by NGO Naaz Foundation, which had in 2001 approached 

the Delhi High Court which had decriminalised sex between consenting adults of the same gender by 

holding the penal provision as "illegal". This 2009 judgement of the high court was overturned in 2013 by 
the apex court which had also dismissed the review plea against which the curative petitions were filed 

which are pending.  

 

The apex court had commenced the hearing on the fresh writ petitions challenging re-criminalisation of 

consensual gay sex between two adults, rejecting the Centre's plea seeking postponement of the 

proceedings by four weeks.  
 

It had in 2013 restored the criminality of the sexual relationship between persons of the same sex, after 

the Delhi High Court had decriminalised it in 2009. At the outset of the hearing, the five-judge bench on 

July 10 had made it clear that it was not going into the curative petitions and would adjudicate on the 

fresh writ petitions in the matter.  
 

 

18. SC judgment on Adultery  

 

Context: The Supreme Court has declared that Section 497 is unconstitutional. 

 
What is adultery? 

Adultery is voluntary sexual intercourse between a married person and a person who is not their spouse 

which is defined under IPC section 497 as follows 

―Whoever has sexual intercourse with a person who is and whom he knows or has reason to believe to be 

the wife of another man, without the consent or connivance of that man, such sexual intercourse not 
amounting to the offence of rape, is guilty of the offence of adultery‖ 

 

What is the judgment about? 

 The Supreme Court has declared that Section 497 is unconstitutional. Adultery is not a crime. This 
judgment has overturned the three previous rulings by the Supreme Court on Section 497. 

 "Adultery cannot and should not be a crime. It can be a ground for a civil offence, a ground for 
divorce," 

 Court said that the adultery law was against right to equality and life. Subordination of any sex 
over the other is clearly unconstitutional. 
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Issues related to adultery laws in India  

 The provisions grant relief to the wife by treating her only as a victim going by the wide spread 

societal presumption which is against gender equality.   

 Section 497 demeans a woman to the extent of her being considered the husband's "commodity" So 

much so that a woman can enter into an adulterous relationship if her husband consents. 

 The law also does not take into account cases where the husband has sexual relations with an 
unmarried woman or widow. 

 There is no provision for wife to go to the court in case husband commits adultery. 

 Modern nations allow individuals to frame and live by their own codes of personal morality. IPC 

section 497 is against it.  

 Legislative intent behind the enactment of Section 497 is quite different from today. So IPC section 
497 should be relooked again. 

 

Some arguments towards adultery laws  

 Decriminalizing adultery will dilute the institution of marriage. 

 Decriminalization can act as grant for unethical relation which may by bring social imbalance.  

 1985 Supreme Court uphold criminalization of adultery. 
 

Conclusion 

It is evident that laws of adultery under IPC sections are gender discriminatory and provides no right on 

one‘s own body which is against the fundamental principles of constitution. Personal choices like adultery 

may be morally unacceptable for many individuals but should not amount to criminal offences. 
 

 

19. Triple talaq judgment 

About talaq? 

 ‗Triple Talaq‘ or ‗Oral talaq‘ is a procedure of divorce mentioned under the Sharia Law which is a 
body of the Islamic law. Under this, a husband can divorce his wife by pronouncing ‗Talaq‘ thrice. 

 There are three forms of talaq: Ahsan, Hasan and Talaq-e-Biddat (triple or instant talaq). Ahsan 
and Hasan are revocable. Biddat — pronouncing divorce in one go by the husband is irrevocable. 

 Triple talaq is a practice mainly prevalent among Indian Muslim community.  

 Under the practice, a Muslim man can divorce his wife by simply uttering "talaq" three times but 

women cannot pronounce triple talaq and are required to move a court for getting divorce under 
the Sharia Act, 1937. 

 Triple talaq divorce is banned by many Islamic countries, including Pakistan, Bangladesh and 
Indonesi 

What happened? 

 In October 2015, a Supreme Court bench dealing with a case related to the Hindu Succession Act 
requested the Chief Justice of India to set up a separate bench to examine if Muslim women face 

gender discrimination in cases of divorce. Attorney General Mukul Rohatgi was asked to assist the 
court in pleas challenging the validity of Triple Talaq and polygamy. The government had 

vehemently opposed the practice in the court. 
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 A five-judge Constitution bench was set up to hear the plea in May 2017. The court initially 
consulted with the All India Muslim Personal Law Board (AIMPLB) whether it was possible to 

introduce the option for women to say ‗no‘ to Triple Tala 

 The Court made it very clear in its proceedings that ―we will only look at Triple Talaq and whether 
it is constitutional and not go into issues such as polygamy.‖ Amid opposition from the AIMPLB, 
which said that the practice was 1,400 years old, the court declared the practice illegal in August 

2017. 

 

Majority Verdict in SC 

 

 Three judges of the bench said that triple talaq must be struck down as it goes against the 
constitution and is unacceptable.  

 They said that the Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act of 1937 recognised and 
enforced triple talaq, therefore, it should not be considered a personal law but a statutory law. 

Hence it comes under the ambit of Article 13(1) of the constitution. 

 Article 13 mandates that any law, framed before or after the Constitution, should not be 
violative of the fundamental rights. 

 Triple Talaq is manifestly arbitrary and was violative of Article 14 (the Right to Equality) and 
did not enjoy the protection of Article 25(1) of the Constitution. 

 

Minority Verdict in SC 

 Two judges ruled that triple talaq enjoys the status of fundamental rights as it is a part of 
Muslim personal law.  

 They were in favour of putting the practice aside for a period of six months allowing Parliament 
to legislate on it.  

 They asked political parties to set aside their differences and introduce a new law on the 
practice, taking into account concerns of Muslim bodies and the Sharia law. 

 

The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Bill 2019 

Context:  

 The government introduced the fresh triple talaq bill in the Lok Sabha amid vehement protests by 

opposition members who claimed that it was violative of the Constitution. 

 The bill to convert the earlier ordinance, issued in September 2018, was cleared by the Lok Sabha 
in December and was pending in the Rajya Sabha when parliament was dissolved ahead of general 

elections. 

 

The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Ordinance, 2019 

 

 Offence and penalty: The Ordinance makes declaration of talaq a cognizable offence, attracting up 
to three years imprisonment with a fine.  (A cognizable offence is one for which a police officer may 

arrest an accused person without warrant.)  The offence will be cognizable only if information 

relating to the offence is given by: (i) the married woman (against whom talaq has been declared), 

or (ii) any person related to her by blood or marriage.  

 The Ordinance provides that the Magistrate may grant bail to the accused. The bail may be granted 
only after hearing the woman (against whom talaq has been pronounced), and if the Magistrate is 

satisfied that there are reasonable grounds for granting bail. 

 The offence may be compounded by the Magistrate upon the request of the woman (against whom 
talaq has been declared). Compounding refers to the procedure where the two sides agree to stop 

legal proceedings, and settle the dispute.  The terms and conditions of the compounding of the 

offence will be determined by the Magistrate.   

 Allowance: A Muslim woman against whom talaq has been declared, is entitled to seek subsistence 
allowance from her husband for herself and for her dependent children.  The amount of the 

allowance will be determined by the Magistrate. 

 Custody: A Muslim woman against whom such talaq has been declared, is entitled to seek custody 
of her minor children. The manner of custody will be determined by the Magistrate. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.prsindia.org/billtrack/muslim-women-protection-rights-marriage-ordinance-2019
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20. Article 35A: Kashmir 

 

Apti Comment: We are expecting one question about Kashmir issue as it was in the news. That could be 
through internal security route/ International relation route/ political, constitutional rote. Aspirant needs 

to be prepared for the question from various aspects. 

 

Context: The controversial Article 35A of the Constitution is currently being challenged in the Supreme 

Court 
What is Article 35A? 

 It was added by a 1954 presidential order issued under Article 370, the constitutional provision 
that mediates the relationship between the Union of India and Kashmir 

 Article 35A of the Indian Constitution is an article that empowers the Jammu and Kashmir state‘s 
legislature to define ―permanent residents‖ of the state and provide special rights and privileges to 

those permanent residents. 

 Article 35A also empowers the State‘s legislature to frame any law without attracting a challenge on 
grounds of violating the Right to Equality of people from other States or any other right under the 

Constitution 
Arguments against scrapping Article 35A 

 Scrapping the Article 35A is seen as an assault on the special status of the Jammu and Kashmir 
by the state government. 

 The rights of the state legislature are not unlimited and can be given only in the case of – 
Employment, Property, Settlement and Scholarship. 

Arguments in favour of scrapping Article 35A 

 Article 35A was not a part of the original Constitution but was added later by a presidential order 
of 1954. 

 Article 370 is another matter of discussion as it is not permanent but a temporary clause. 

 The definition can be altered by the state government by passing a law with two third majority. 

 Its critics have argued that the Article affords Jammu and Kashmir undue powers, particularly by 
preventing non-State residents to own land in the State 

 
 

21. Adhar Verdict 

Context:  

 The SC has held the biometric-based identification programme, Aadhaar, to be constitutionally 

valid. 

 It has also provided legal sanction to its architecture and privacy framework, which had earlier 

attracted criticism.  

 Concerns about privacy of personal data have been addressed by striking down and reading down 

certain provisions.  

 The verdict marks the end of any confusion regarding the services for which Aadhaar is mandated, 

and by whom. It retains the primacy of its use in distribution of subsidies and social welfare 

benefits to the poor and the needy. 

 

For what is Aadhaar not mandatory? 

 Aadhaar need not be linked with bank accounts and mobile phone numbers. This sounds neat on 

paper, but will be tough to enforce, as bank accounts need permanent account number (PAN), 

which has to be linked with Aadhaar.  

 Mandatory linking of Aadhaar has been denied for school admissions and enrolling in UGC and 

CBSE exams.  

 Curbs have been placed on its use by private companies—including payment banks, fintech 

firms—that relied on Aadhaar-based know-your-customer norms for digital authentication.  

 Private firms/websites selling air, train, rail and movie tickets cannot insist on Aadhaar any more. 
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Is it compulsory for children to get Aadhaar? 

 A child may be enrolled for Aadhaar any time before the age of majority through their parents or 

guardians. Upon attaining majority, the child is at liberty to opt out of Aadhaar. 

For which services is Aadhaar mandatory? 

 Taking forward the government‘s vision for inception of Aadhaar, it remains key for availing 

benefits under central and state government welfare schemes (PDS, LPG, MGNREGA) and for 

subsidies.  

 It is also compulsory to link Aadhaar to a person‘s permanent account number (PAN) and for filing 

of income-tax returns.  

 A person cannot be asked to compulsorily provide Aadhaar for any other service. A person can, 

however, voluntarily choose to use his Aadhaar number for other services. 

What changes are likely due to the provisions that have been struck down or reworked? 

 Striking down of Regulation 27(1) and reducing storage period of authentication data from five 

years to six months will ensure personal data is not misused. Amending Regulation 26 and making 

metabase relating to a transaction impermissible will prevent fake profiling of an Aadhaar holder. 

Striking down of Section 47 means citizens can file a complaint in case of data theft, which earlier 

could be done by the government alone. 

 

22. Betting legalization 
Context: The report, titled ―Legal Framework: Gambling and Sports Betting including Cricket in 

India‖ by the Law commission recommended regulated betting in India.  

Why regulation is better? 

 Difficult to ensure ban: Cricket match to animal sports are betted illegally in Indi  

 Organized crime: Keeping gambling illegal, has let organized crime benefit from it. 

 Gambling runs under black money if banned. 

 Revenue: can be generated by legalizing and taxing the betting. 

 Social welfare: activities can be initiated by the tax collected as suggested by Law commission. 

 Employment: can be generated through institutional mechanism of betting. 

 Authentication: through Adhar, PAN cards, e-transactions helps to minimize the exploitation/ 
faking of illegal betting. 

 Successful examples: Many western countries successfully regulated betting. 
Why there should be ban? 

 There is no guarantee that legalizing betting will curb black money. 

 Vulnerability of poor will increase: as they tend to use large chunk of their income to quick gain 
of money. 

 Social vulnerability will increase by involvement of students, poor in betting trap by very 
attractive betting application. 

 Bankruptcy may increase. 

 Match-fixing and sports fraud may increase as betters tend to fix the sportsmen. 

 Betting is not morally correct in Indi E.g Mahabharata epic shows huge negative impact of 
betting by Yudhistira 

 

Way forward 

 Considering the challenges involved in the banning of the betting, it should be allowed in the 
regulated manner. 

 Revenue generated from betting should be utilized for specific purposes like brining the sports 
culture in Indi 

 

Issues with Judicial appointments 
Evolution of judicial appointments in India:  

 Constitutional Principle – Judges of SC and HC are appointed under the Article 124(2) and 217 
respectively. For example -  Article 124 (2) states – ‗Every Judge of the SC shall be appointed by the 

President …Provided that in the case of appointment of Judge other than the CJI the CJI will 

always be consulted‘.  
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 Evolution of Collegium  
 First Judges Case - S.P. Gupta Vs Union of India, 1981 – SC held that consultation was 

not concurrence and thus tilted the judicial appointments in favour of the executive. 

 Second Judges Case - Advocates-on-Record Association Vs Union of India, 1993, a 9-judge 
Constitution Bench – overruled the First Judges Case verdict and also devised a mechanism 

for appointment called Collegium to ‗protecting the integrity and guarding the independence 

of the judiciary‘. The collegium consisted of the CJI and his two most senior colleagues.  

 Third Judges Case – Presidential Reference was made under Article 143 over the term 

‗consultation‘ which was heard by 9 judge constitutional bench – Collegium system was 
upheld. The collegium was expanded to CJI + 4 senior most judges.  

 Collegium system has had its criticism. It has been suggested that it is Non transparent and lacks 
accountability and checks. 

 To overcome the deficiencies of the Collegium the Government enacted the National Judicial 
Appointments Commission (NJAC).  

 NJAC was deemed unconstitutional by a 4:1 majority verdict as it encroached upon the 
independence of the judiciary.  

 The SC asked the executive to establish a Memorandum of Procedure for appointment of Judges. 
The Government has established the MOP but has not revealed its details. 

 

 
23. The controversy around 3-language policy and 'Hindi imposition' 

 

Context: Draft of a new education policy released by the Centre has made Hindi the centre of a 

controversy. Among several proposals made in the draft National Education Policy (NEP), the one clause 

that came under fire was the "3-language formula". The proposal was seen as a move to impose Hindi on 
non-Hindi speaking states. 

 

What is 3 language formula 

 The three-language formula was first formulated by the central government in consultation with 
the states in 1968 and enunciated in the National Policy on Education. 

 This provided for the study of Hindi, English and any of the modern Indian language, preferably 
one of the southern languages in the Hindi-speaking states, and Hindi, English and one of the 

Indian languages in the non-Hindi speaking states. 
 

Why southern states are opposing it? 

 This is not the first time that the country is witnessing protests against Hindi. 

 Tamil Nadu had always resisted the "imposition" of Hindi. In 1965, the state witnessed violent 
protests against a proposal that Hindi would be India's only official language. 

 The anti-Hindi sentiments in Southern states, especially Tamil Nadu, is not just a language affair. 
Imposition of Hindi is seen as the hegemony of the North and the introduction of mono-culture. 

 

Way forward 

 Though Constitution imposes a duty upon the Centre to promote the spread and development of 

the Hindi language, it should not be imposed forcefully. 

 Center should understand the resistance of Hindi imposition in southern states and ensure that 

interests of the people are safeguarded. 

 Center should give fair opportunities to learn Hindi language as an option. 

 

24. Need of concurrent list 
 

What is the Concurrent List? 

The Constitution of India has provided for a division of powers between the Central and state 
governments. Under the Seventh Schedule, there are three lists – the Union, State and Concurrent. 

 The Union List has a range of subjects under which the Parliament may make laws. This includes 
defence, foreign affairs, railways, banking, among others. 

 The State List lists subjects under which the legislature of a state may make laws. Some of the 
subjects that come under the state are Public order, police, public health and sanitation; hospitals 
and dispensaries. 

 The Concurrent List includes subjects that give powers to both the Centre and state governments. 
Subjects like Education including technical education, medical education and universities, 
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population control and family planning, criminal law, prevention of cruelty to animals, protection of 
wildlife and animals, forests etc. However, given that there can be conflict when it comes to laws 

passed by Parliament and state legislatures on the same subject, the Constitution provides for a 
central law to override a state law. 

 

Arguments in favor of concurrent list 

 Concurrent list is balance of power between state and center: Some of the areas to be 
addressed by both and center. Concurrent list provides right platform for the same. 

 Indian federation is devolution of power to states. Hence it is understandable that powers are 
vested with center.   

Arguments against the concurrent list 

 Dilution of power of the state: Since 1950, Union List and Concurrent List have grown while 

subjects under the State List have gradually reduced. 

 Limited capacity of states: Some laws enacted by Parliament in the concurrent list might require 
state governments to allocate funds for their implementation. But due to federal supremacy while 

the states are mandated to comply with these laws they might not have enough financial resources 

to do so. 

 Infringement in the domain of states. 

 In case of conflict of state and center law in case of concurrent list, law of the center prevails. It 
gives the added advantage to the center. 

 Creates conflict between center and state. 
 

 
Way forward  

 Improving center state relations through cooperative federalism. 

 Better autonomy to the state to be given. 

 The Centre should consult the states before making a law on a subject of the Concurrent List. 

 Ordinarily, the Union should occupy only that much field of a concurrent subject on which 
uniformity of policy and action is essential in the larger interest of the nation, leaving the rest and 

details for state action. 

 

25. Fifteenth Finance Commission 

 The Fifteenth Finance Commission was constituted by the Government of India, after the approval 
from the President of India. 

 The commission was set up to give recommendations for five years commencing on 1 April 2020.  

 The main tasks of the commission were to "strengthen cooperative federalism, improve the quality 
of public spending and help protect fiscal stability". 

 Some newspapers like The Hindu and The Economic Times noted that commission's job was harder 

because of the rollout of goods and service tax (GST), as, it had taken certain powers related to 

taxation away from states and the Union and had given it to the GST Council 

 

About Finance commission 

Article 280 of the Constitution of India provides for a Finance Commission as a quasi judicial body. It is 

constituted by the president of India every fifth year or at such earlier time as he considers necessary. 

COMPOSITION 

The Finance Commission consists of a chairman and four other members to be appointed by the 

president. The chairman should be a person having experience in public affairs and the four other 

members should be selected from amongst the following: 

1. A judge of high court or one qualified to be appointed as one. 

2. A person who has specialised knowledge of finance and accounts of the government. 

3. A person who has wide experience in financial matters and in administration. 

4. A person who has special knowledge of economics. 

 
FUNCTIONS 

The Finance Commission is required to make recommendations to the president of India on the following 

matters: 

1. The distribution of the net proceeds of taxes to be shared between the Centre and the states, and the 

allocation between the states of the respective shares of such proceeds. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_India
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2. The principles that should govern the grants-in-aid to the states by the Centre (i.e., out of the 

consolidated fund of India). 

3. The measures needed to augment the consolidated fund of a state to supplement the resources of the 
panchayats and the municipalities in the state on the basis of the recommendations made by the state 

finance commission. 

4. Any other matter referred to it by the president in the interests of sound finance. 

 

 
26. National register for citizens 

Background: 

 Post independence Assam had great influx of illegal migrants from Bangladesh. This created socio 

economic and cultural tensions in Assam which led to anti immigration movements. 

 The All Assam Students Union (AASU) and Assam Gana Parishad led the movement and demanded 

update of NRC of 1951.  
 The National Register of Citizens (NRC) is the list of Indian citizens of Assam. It was prepared in 

1951, following the census of 1951. 

 The Assam accord was signed between the leaders of AASU-AAGSP (All Assam Students Union 

and All Assam Gana Sangram Parishad) and the Government of India in 1985. The following was 

agreed: 
 Full Citizenship and Right to Vote to all foreigners who entered Assam between 1951 and 

1961.  

 Full Citizenship  but Right to vote after 10 years (No voting rights for 10 years). All 

foreigners who entered Assam between 1961 and 1971  

 No Citizenship to all foreigners who entered Assam after 1971 (24th March).They are to be 

declared a foreigner and deported.  
 The process of NRC update was taken up in Assam as per a Supreme Court order in 2013. 

In order to wean out cases of illegal migration from Bangladesh and other adjoining areas, 

NRC updation was carried out under The Citizenship Act, 1955, and according to rules 

framed in the Assam Accord. 

For a person‘s name to be included in the updated NRC list of 2018, he/ she will have to furnish: 
 Existence of name in the legacy data: The legacy data is the collective list of the NRC data of 

1951 and the electoral rolls up to midnight of 24 March 1971. 

  Proving linkage with the person whose name appears in the legacy dat 

 

How is verification carried out? 

 The updating process started in May 2015 and ended on 31 August 2015.  
 A total of 3.29 crore people applied through 68.31 lakh applications. 

  The process of verification involved house-to-house field verification, determination of authenticity 

of documents, family tree investigations in order to rule out bogus claims of parenthood and 

linkages and separate hearings for married women. 

Conclusion 

 NRC is good step against illegal migration to the country. However government should take proper 

actions to ensure safety and security of the citizens of the country. 

 There were many instances where many citizens of the country left out from NRC. Government 
should take proper actions to solve these kind of problems. 

 

 

27. Special category status 

Context: There was demand for special category status from the states like Andra Pradesh, Bihar and 
Orissa 

Background: 

 The concept of Special Category Status was introduced by the Fifth Finance commission in 1969. It 
sought to provide additional benefits to the disadvantaged states in the form of central assistance 

and tax breaks.  

 Initially the states of Assam, Nagaland and J&K were granted special status. Since then 8 more 
states have been included - Arunachal, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Tripura, Sikkim, 

Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh. 

 All the other states barring these Special Category States are known as General category states.  
The rationale given for the special category status for the states was that these states had some inherent 

features and low resource base which made it difficult for these state to mobilize resources for 

development  

 

Some of the features required for the special status are:  
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 Hilly and difficult terrain;  

 Low population density or sizeable share of tribal population; 

 Strategic location along borders with neighboring countries;  

 Economic and infrastructural backwardness;  

 Non-viable nature of state finances.  

 

Reasons why there should be special category status 

 It helps the states to mobilize resources, attract investments as they receive Tax Breaks.  

 
• Better implementation of central sponsored schemes as the special category states have to 

contribute 10% of the cost of the projects whereas General category states have to contribute 30% to 40% 

of the cost. It would also help in completing the projects pending due to financial constraints. 

 
• Would help states which have unique circumstances. Those states do not have enough incomes 

and economic activity to earn through taxes and are thus dependent on funds from centre. 

 

 

Reasons why it does not hold any relevance:  

 The Finance Minister has recently suggested that the SCS does not hold much relevance anymore. 
The 14th Finance commission's new devolution formula takes into account the backwardness of 

the state.  

 The 14th Finance Commission also increased the devolution to states to 42% of the central 
shareable taxes.  

 The special category status held relevance when Planning Commission was responsible for 
disbursing funds to the states. Erstwhile Planning commission has been dissolved and Niti Aayog 

has been created which works as a think tank and has no power to disburse funds to the states.  

Conclusion  

 The states of Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Odisha have been demanding the Special Category Status for 
the last few years. T 

 hough their demand is legitimate as far as financial support is concerned but taking it through 
special category status may not hold relevance after the recommendation of the 14th Finance 

Commission.  

 The centre must ensure that financial support are given to the states through revenue grants to 
meet the revenue deficit of the states. 

 

 
28. IPC Section 124-A  

 

Law commission headed by former Supreme Court judge, Justice B.S. Chauhan, published a consultation 

paper recommending that it is time to re-think or even repeal the provision of sedition (Section 124A) from 

the Indian Penal Code. 

 
Section 124-A  

 As per Section 124A of IPC, Sedition is an act that brings or attempts to bring into hatred or 
contempt, or excites or attempts to excite disaffection towards the Government established by law 

in India by words, either spoken or written, or by signs, or by visible representation, or otherwise.  

 As per this Section, a person is liable to be punished with imprisonment for life or imprisonment 
up to three years with fine.  

 
Arguments against the section 

 It should be taken into consideration 
that the United Kingdom, which 

introduced the section in the IPC, 

abolished the sedition laws ten years 

ago.  

 India, the largest democracy in the 
world, considering that right to free 
speech and expression was an essential 

ingredient of democracy that has been 

ensured as a fundamental right by the 

Constitution. "Berating the country or a 

particular aspect of it, cannot and should not be treated as sedition.  
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Arguments in favor of Section 124A  

 There should be reasonable restriction on freedom of speech. 

 Article does not curb the freedom of speech. It regulates the way of speech and kind of words being 
use. 

 On the backdrop of recent elections and the kind of hate speeches delivered during the campaigns, 
it is essential to regulate the way in which politician criticize each others. 

 

 

 Constitutional Validity of Section 124A 

 In Tara Singh v State of Punjab, section 124A was struck down as unconstitutional being contrary 
to freedom of speech and expression guaranteed under article 19(1)(a). In order to avert this 

newborn constitutional difficulty, the Constitutional First (Amendment) Act, 1951 added in article 
19(2) the terms ‗in the interest of justice‘ and ‗public order‘ thereby including legislative restrictions 

on freedom of speech and expression. 

 The Supreme Court in Kedarnath v State of Bihar ruled that section 124A, IPC to be intra vires of 
the Constitution. The Court held that any law which is enacted in the interest of public order may 

be saved from the vice of constitutional invalidity. The right guaranteed under article 19(1)(a) is 

subject to such reasonable restrictions as would come within the purview of clause (2).  With 

reference to the constitutionality of section 124A of the IPC, as to how far they consistent with the 
requirements of clause (2) of article 19 with particular reference to security of the State and public 

order, the section, penalizes any spoken or written words or signs or visible representations, etc., 

which have the effect of bringing, disaffection towards ‗the Government established by law‘ has to 

be distinguished from the persons for the time being engaged in carrying on the administration. 

‗Government established by law‘ is the visible symbol of the State. The very existence of the State 
would be in jeopardy, where the Government established by law is subverted. 

 

29. Witness Protection Scheme 

 

What is the Witness Protection Scheme? 

 The question of witness protection had come up in a PIL that sought protection for witnesses in 
cases against self-styled Godman Asaram Bapu.  

 The scheme was drawn up by the central government with inputs from 8 states/Union Territories, 
legal services authorities of five states and open sources including civil society, three high courts as 

well as from police personnel. 

  The scheme was finalised in consultation with National Legal Services Authority (NALSA). 
 

Features 

 Identifying categories of threat perceptions, preparation of a ‗Threat Analysis Report‘ by the head of 
the police, protective measures like ensuring that the witness and accused do not come face to face 

during probe, protection of identity, change of identity, relocation of witness, witnesses to be 
apprised of the scheme, confidentiality and preservation of records, recovery of expenses etc. 

 The programme identifies ―three categories of witnesses as per threat perception‖: 
o Category A: Those cases where threat extends to life of witness or family members during 

investigation, trial or even thereafter. 

o Category B: Those cases where the threat extends to safety, reputation or property of the 

witness or family members during the investigation or trial. 
o Category C: Cases where the threat is moderate and extends to harassment or intimidation 

of the witness or his family members, reputation or property during the investigation, trial 

or thereafter. 

 The bench also asked all states and Union Territories to set up vulnerable witness deposition 
complexes, as required by the Scheme, by the end of 2019. These rooms will be equipped with 

facilities to prevent the accused and witness coming face to face. The expenses for the programme 

will be met from a Witness Protection Fund to be established by states and Union Territories. 
 

30. Gorkhaland Issue 

 

Apti Note: There is very less possibility that this will be asked in the exam. However aspirants should use 

this topic as example wherever possible. 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/who-is/who-is-asaram-bapu-5150866/
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Who are Gorkhas in the Indian 

context? 

The 'Gorkhas' in the Indian context 

are Indian citizens of Nepali 

ethnicity, who live across the length 
and breadth of Indi The term 

'Gorkha' in the Indian context is 

used to differentiate the Indian 

citizens of Nepali ethnicity from the 

citizens of Nepal, who prefer to be 

called 'Nepalese.' 

Did the Gorkhas immigrate to 

India? 

Majority of the people who identify 

themselves as 'Gorkhas' in India are 

sons and daughters of the soil, and 

their forefathers 'came with the 
land.' They did not immigrate to Indi However, it is well recognized that there are many immigrants from 

Nepal, who have also settled in India, post-independence. 

 

Why is Darjeeling a part of West Bengal? 

The Darjeeling region only became a part of West Bengal Presidency in the year 1935, when it was 
required to send an elected member to the Bengal Legislative Assembly. It was done purely for the then 

administrative ease, as the British could control the Darjeeling region better from Bengal than from 

Bhagalpur in Bihar. 

 Why are people in Darjeeling demanding Gorkhaland? 

The demand for a separate administrative unit (separate state in today's term) for the Darjeeling region 

had started as early as 1907. However, the influx of Bangladeshi refugees starting in 1965 and later state 
sponsored illegal immigrants from Bangladesh post-1971 for vote bank by subsequent West Bengal 

governments led to marginalization of the ethnic Gorkha, Kamtapuri and the Rajbanshi communities of 

the region. The demand for Gorkhaland is a demand to protect the identity, culture, history, traditions and 

the rich bond of people from Darjeeling region, which they share with their land. 

Furthermore, the Gorkhas from the Darjeeling region have continued to be labeled by the fascist and state 
sponsored Bengali organizations such as Bangla O Bangla Bhasa Bachao Samity, Amra Bangali, Jan 

Jagaran Morcha, Jan Chetna Morcha as illegal immigrants and the demand for Gorkhaland illegal. They 

have rendered the ethnic Gorkha people as an intruder in his/her own ancestral lands. This has caused 

widespread socio-economic and political marginalization of the Gorkhas. All these factors have resulted in 

the Gorkhas being under-represented, stereotyped and communally discriminated in almost all sectors. 
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Moreover, Bengal has always been colonial in its approach to this region. The large revenues collected 

from Darjeeling region have been used to develop other parts of Bengal, while neglecting even the basic 

infrastructure in the region. 

Is the proposed Gorkhaland region economically viable? 

The proposed Gorkhaland region is rich in bio-diversity, scenic views, hydro potentials, tourism, NTFP, 

Tea and numerous other resources. Darjeeling Tea has been accorded the Geographical Indicator status 

recently by the WTO, which has caused the price of Darjeeling Tea to double in the world market. The 

demand for tea from the Dooars region is also at an all time high. Even the most conservative estimates 
put the revenue potential from tea, tourism and hydro from the proposed Gorkhaland area at over 1600 

Crores per annum. It is estimated that the revenues from Tea and Tourism alone will make the proposed 

Gorkhaland region a revenue surplus state. The revenues collected from hydro development, NTFP, cross-

border trades and other resources will make the proposed state of Gorkhaland as one of the most 

economically vibrant states in Indi 

 Is the demand for Gorkhaland illegal? 
 No, to demand for a separate state is the democratic right of every Indian citizen, and the formation of 

new states is enshrined in our constitution. 

Article 3 of the Indian constitution specifically deals with the issues regarding the formation of new states: 

Article 3. Formation of new States and alteration of areas, boundaries or names of existing States—

Parliament may by law— 
(a) form a new State by separation of territory from any State or by uniting two or more States or parts of 

States or by uniting any territory to a part of any State; 

(b) increase the area of any State; 

(c) diminish the area of any State; 

(d) alter the boundaries of any State; 

(e) alter the name of any State: 
Hence, the demand for Gorkhaland is a legitimate demand. 

  

 

31. Net neutrality 

What is net neutrality? 

 Net neutrality is the principle that Internet service providers treat all data on the Internet equally, 
and not discriminate or charge differently by user, content, website, platform, application, type of 

attached equipment, or method of communication. 

 For instance, under these principles, internet service providers are unable to intentionally block, 
slow down or charge money for specific websites and online content. 

Why net neutrality is important? 

 Without specific net neutrality regulations, ISPs can block or slow down internet speeds for select 
sites, or provide preferential treatment to certain content providers over others.  

 Telecom operators virtually control the interest of individual  

 Telecom operator can enter into an agreement with a company and allow faster access to its 
website compared to others, or bar the entry of new players in that particular are  

Net neutrality in India 

 Free Basics and Airtel Zero controversy initiated the need of net neutrality in Indi 

 Recently Telecom Commission has accepted the recommendations made by regulatory body TRAI 
(Telecom Regulatory Association of India) 

 The telecom regulator has ruled that if a service provider is found violating the regulation, 
there will be a penalty of Rs 50,000 for each day of contravention, subject to a maximum of 

Rs 50 Lakhs.   

 ISPs cannot block or throttle any web traffic or offer fast lanes for content providers who 
pay for the privilege. 

 The decision ensures that internet for Indians will continue to remain non-discriminatory 
and unrestricted. 

 However, emerging and critical services like remote surgery and autonomous cars that may 
require high-speed internet lanes have been kept out of the ambit of net neutrality rules.  

 

 

 

32. Right to Information (Amendment) Bill 2018 

 Proposed amendment to RTI:  
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The salary and the terms of service of the Chief Information Commissioner and Information 

Commissioners shall be determined by the Central Government. 

  
Criticism: 

 It would undermine the independence of the CICs and ICs. 

 Rationale that a statutory body should not be compared with a constitutional body is flawed. The 
principle of statutorily securing tenure and protecting the terms of service by equating it to 

constitutional bodies as followed in the case of RTI act is common. For example – similar provisions 

exist of CVC and Lokpal. 

 RTI act has been used to bring transparency and accountability to the highest of offices in the 
country. Many RTI activists have been murdered in the past. Thus utmost care must be taken to 

protect the Right to information of the citizens. 
Pros:  

 The bill does not make any changes to the intent of the RTI act  

 Sections 13 and 15 of the RTI act – states that - the salaries, allowances and other terms of service 
of the Chief of the Central Information Commission shall be the same as that of the Chief Election 

Commissioner. Those of the Central Information Commissioners and State Chief Commissioners 

will be on par with Election Commissioners. The Chief and other Election Commissioners are paid 

a salary equal to the salary of a judge of the Supreme Court, which is decided by Parliament. 

 Since according to Article 324 the CEC and EC are constitutional body with a different mandate 
the salaries and terms of service should not necessarily be linked. 

Conclusion  

The government must ensure that RTI act is not diluted by the above amendment. Though RTI is a 

statutory act it safeguards the Fundamental right to information. It has also become fundamental to 

accountability and transparency in governance. 

 
 

33. Motor vehicle amendment bill 

Need 

 India loses over 1.5 lakh lives in road traffic accidents every year.  

 Country has only about 2% of the world‘s motor vehicles but accounts for over 12% of its traffic 
accident deaths, making the Indian road network the most unsafe on the planet. 

 According to a study by the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific, road traffic accidents cost India nearly 3% of its gross domestic product a year. 

Features of the bill 

 For deaths in hit-and-run cases, the government will provide a compensation of Rs 2 lakh or 
more to the victim's family.  

 Protection of Good Samaritans. Those who come forward to help accident victims will be 
protected from civil or criminal liability. It will be optional for them to disclose their identity to the 

police or medical personnel.  

 Increase in penalties 

 The minimum fine for drunk driving has been increased from Rs 2,000 to Rs 10,000.  

 The fine for rash driving has been increased from Rs 1,000 to Rs 5,000.  

 Driving without a licence will attract a minimum fine of Rs 5,000 as against Rs 500 at 
present.  

 The fine for over-speeding will go up from Rs 400 to Rs 1,000-2,000.  

 Not wearing seatbelt would attract a fine of Rs 1,000 as against Rs 100 at present. 

 Talking on a mobile phone while driving will attract a fine of Rs 5,000, up from Rs 1,000.  

 Motor Vehicle Accident Fund will provide compulsory insurance cover to all road users in India 
for certain types of accidents.  

 Contractors, consultants and civic agencies will be accountable for faulty design, construction 
or poor maintenance of roads leading to accidents.  

 A time limit of six months has been specified for an application of compensation to the Claims 
Tribunal with regard to road accidents. 

Concerns 

 Public Transportation System at present is a state subject and is operated by State Transport 
Undertakings (STUs) under the direct control of the State Government. But bill may take away the 

powers of the state. 

 Bill allow participation of private sector in public transport: The transport sector workers fear 
if the private sector is allowed to interfere in this sector, it will create more difficulty to the public 

and will be a threat to the job security of the employees working under STU. 
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 The ―Road Safety Board‖ proposed by the Bill as per Section 215D. have only advisory powers. It is 
felt that India is in need of a separate ―Road Safety Bill‖ to address concerns relating to road 

engineering and vehicle designs. 

 Removal of educational qualifications for transport license. 
 
 

34. Panchayat raj institutions 

Success of Panchayat raj 

 Universal establishment: All states have ensured the full and conscientious implementation of the 
mandatory provisions of the Constitution on local self-government institutions in both rural and 

urban Indi 

  Increased devolution of finances: successive (central) Finance Commissions have so 
substantially increased funding to the local bodies 

 Strengthening democracy: through third tier of governance which is very close to the people. 
Today, we have in our 2.5 lakh panchayats and municipalities some 32 lakh elected people‘s 

representatives. 

 Empowerment of discriminated: by providing the reservations to SC/ST. 

 Women empowerment: Minimum 35% reservation for women. Today there are 14 lakh members, 
with some 86,000 chairing their local bodies 

Issues 

 Transfer of various governance functions—like the provision of education, health, sanitation, 
and water was not mandated.  

 Lack of finances for PRIs: power to tax, even for subjects falling within the purview of PRIs, has to 
be specifically authorized by the state legislature 

 Non uniform transfer of power among the states. 

 Panchayats have not been incentivised to build their competency; 

 Corruption in the local bodies. 

What needs to be done? 

 Effective devolution of power:  

 Educating the members of local bodies t effectively handle their roles and responsibilities 

 Financial incentivisation of the states to encourage effective devolution to the panchayats of the 
three Fs — functions, finances, functionaries. 

 District planning based on grassroots inputs received from the village, intermediate and district 
levels through people‘s participation in the gram and ward sabhas. 

 Following the example of Karnataka, to establish a separate cadre of panchayat officials who would 
be subordinate to the elected authority. 

 

 

35. Lateral entry to civil services 
Context: Department of Personnel and Training's invitation for applications from outstanding individuals 

to laterally enter into civil services. 

Why it is needed? 

 Specialist into services: Areas such as financial services, agriculture, environment, renewable 
energy, transport and revenue needs specialists. Lateral entry could be a significant step towards 

fulfilling the longstanding need for domain specialists in positions crucial to policy-making and 

implementation of government schemes. 

 It helps to bring corporate management practices, corporate culture to governance which may 
improve the efficiency of executive.  

 First Administrative Reforms Commission (ARC) way back in 1965 only suggested the need of 
specialization bureaucracy. 

 The UK has already attempted this with some success. 

 There are already many experts working in the governance. Lateral entry system gives them proper 
channel for recruitment. 

 Need for change in bureaucracy with change in the system. Indian bureaucracy has been 
designed when government was provider of goods and services. After 1991 this dimension is 

changing. Today government is tending towards facilitator.  

Issues with lateral entry  

 Laterally entered bureaucrats lack familiarity with operating in a government environment. 

 The recruitment and selection process may act as breeding ground for corruption. 

 Political appointments of higher posts are quite possible. This may deteriorate the system. It can 
act as backdoor entry for politicians, powerful people. 
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 It is very hard to establish the credible procedure to selection process. 

 Lateral entrants from the private sector and academia may not work well with the bureaucracy. 
Difference is work culture, ideology may act as hindrance. 

 Systemic issues, political interference, frequent transfers etc. Are bigger challenges of today's 
bureaucracy. Without addressing these issues lateral entry is just a toothless tiger.  

 
Though lateral entry into civil services is a good step. There is much needs to be done to realize the value 

of it. There must be transparent autonomous body like the Union Public Service Commission to minimize 

the risk of political considerations trumping merit. As well said by 2nd ARC, ―institutionalized and 

transparent process for lateral entry at both the Central and state levels‖ is the key to success of this new 

initiative. 

 
 

36. Euthanasia 

Context: From March 2018 the Supreme Court of India legalized passive euthanasia in the country. 

What is Euthanasia? 

 Euthanasia is the practice of intentionally ending a life to relieve pain and suffering. 

 Passive and active euthanasia 
Euthanasia can be further divided into passive or active variants. 

 Passive euthanasia entails the withholding treatment necessary for the continuance of life. 

 Active euthanasia entails the use of lethal substances or forces (such as administering 
a lethal injection), and is the more controversial.  

Supreme Court decisions 

 Aruna Shanbaug v. Union of India (2011) brought the issue of euthanasia into the public 
domain.Court laid out guidelines for passive euthanasia.According to these guidelines, passive 

euthanasia involves the withdrawing of treatment or food that would allow the patient to live. 

 On 25 February 2014, while hearing a PIL filed by NGO Common Cause, a three-judge bench of 
the Supreme Court of India observed that the judgment in Aruna Shanbaug case was based on a 

wrong interpretation of the constitution bench judgment in Gian Kaur v. State of Punjab. Court 

observed that the judgment in inconsistent in itself as though it observes that euthanasia can be 
allowed only by legislature yet it goes on to lay down guidelines on the same. Therefore, court has 

referred the issue to a constitution bench which shall be heard by a strength of at least five judges. 

 In March 2015, the Supreme Court of India, passed a historic judgment-law permitting Passive 
Euthanasia in the country. 

 In 2018 the Supreme Court of India declared through a five-judge Constitution bench that, if strict 
guidelines are followed, the government would honor "living wills" allowing consenting patients to 

be passively euthanized if the patient suffers from a terminal illness or is in a vegetative state 
Arguments towards euthanasia 

 Article 21 of the Constitution gives me the right to life. Right to life means right to take away life as 
well. The right to life includes the right to live with dignity. When you are in pain, that dignity is 

lost and you are forced to rely on your kith and kin for support. 

 There is no point in living only because a legal system demands it. Many of those who wants 
argues that dieing at free will should be leagalised as they are living is national waste. For example: 

Narayan Lavate (88) and Iravati Lavate (78) from Maharashtra 

 Passive euhenasia is part of Indian culture as these are practiced in the form of traditional 
rituals Santhara and Prayopavesa  

 Euthanasia is allowed in some countries like Netherland, Belgium etc. 

Arguments against the euthanasia 

 Section 309 of the Indian Penal Code prescribes punishment for attempting suicide. Euthanasia is 
another form of suicide by will. 

 Possible misuse of euthanasia for killing innocents. 
Legalizing passive euthanasia in India is very good step. However effective regulations should be 

introduced to ensure the possible misuse of it. 


