
          https://t.me/joinchat/AAAAAFYrI5kpQsEAKqmo-A 

                 https://t.me/joinchat/AAAAAFYrI5kpQsEAKqmo-A 
 

 

ESSAY PAPER (CSE 2019) - THOROUGH ANALYSIS 

SECTION A –  

1. Wisdom finds truth 

2. Values are not what humanity is, but what humanity ought to be 

3. Best for an individual is not necessarily best for the society 

4. Courage to accept and dedication to improve are two keys to success 

SECTION B –  

5. South Asian societies are woven not around the state, but around their plural cultures 

and plural identities 

6. Neglect of primary health care and education in India are reasons for its backwardness 

7. Biased media is a real threat to Indian democracy 

8. Rise of Artificial Intelligence: the threat of jobless future or better job opportunities 

through reskilling and upskilling 

The Essay Paper of 2019 contained essay topics on the expected pattern. Two essays 

needed to be written, of 125 marks each, choosing one topic from Section A and one topic 

from Section B. Section A consisted of topics which required a philosophical and ethical 

approach whereas Section B consisted of topics which required factual content and a 

thorough analysis of that content in the context of the demand of the topic. Thus, UPSC has 

tried to evaluate the aspirant by asking value-based topics in Section A and factual-based 
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topics in Section B. By doing this, UPSC has tried to examine whether the aspirant has the 

potential to overcome the value-fact dichotomy in a comprehensive way. Now, let’s discuss 

each of the Sections one by one.  

Section A 

After getting a feedback from students who appeared for this year’s Mains it was found 

that most of the students had chosen either the second topic, i.e, “Values are not what 

humanity is, but what humanity ought to be” or the third topic. i.e. “Best for an individual 

is not necessarily best for the society” to write an essay from this section. The choice was 

obvious since these topics had a lot more content and dimensions that could be covered 

and the topics were straight forward leaving no room for confusion as to understanding 

the real demand of the topics. Thus they were the safer topics out of all four topics.  

Even among these two topics, one needed to take care that the topic “Values are not what 

humanity is, but what humanity ought to be” was very open ended and required the 

aspirants to have a clear vision of how they wanted to approach this topic. Thus, in such 

essays the planning with the help of a rough framework before starting the essay, was very 

essential, so as to be able to collate all the different dimensions and arrange them into a 

cohesive flow of thought to be able to write an impressive essay. Students who must have 

failed to do this, might end up writing essays which might not beas comprehensive and 

thus they would find it difficult to cross the 60-65 mark barrier in that essay. At the same 

time, this topic had the potential of being written very well and thus can also be said to be 

the topic with the potential of scoring most marks out of all the four topics of Section A. 

Thus, the approach would have made all the difference in this topic.  

The topic “Best for an individual is not necessarily best for the society” was in 

contrast, a more direct essay in terms of the context. The overall approach would remain 

the same all throughout the essay but the arguments would need to be discussed in 

different contexts to be able to cover this topic holistically. This topic needed a variety of 

illustrations and could be discussed in terms of social, political, economical or also in 

terms of scale such as district level, state level, national level, international level. If written 

well, this topic too had the potential of being a very high scoring topic. 
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The first topic “Wisdom finds truth” and the fourth topic “Courage to accept and 

dedication to improve are two keys to success” were more philosophical than the other 

two topics and required a deeper level of nuanced understanding to be able to do justice to 

the topic. Thus, students with the Philosophy optional or even Psychology and 

Anthropology optional had an edge over other students when it came to attempting an 

essay from either of these two topics. The other students also could have written a good 

essay on this topic, but they should have gone ahead with these topics only if they thought 

they had multiple dimensions and angles they could cover and substantiate those angles 

by using the right analogies, illustrations, etc.  

SECTION B 

In Section B, apart from the first topic, the other three topics were chosen by almost equal 

number of students depending upon their comfort level in each. All these topics required a 

good amount of factual and specific content combined with a thorough analysis by linking 

that content to the main demand or context of the topic.  

The first topic “South Asian societies are woven not around the state, but around 

their plural cultures and plural identities” was a very specific topic and required the 

aspirants to know not just the historical background of the South Asian nations, but also 

the various economical, religious and social factors which shaped the culture in these 

societies. Thus, special care needed to be taken while attempting an essay on this topic, so 

as not to make it one-dimensional and also not focus disproportionately on the Indian 

society alone in contrast to discussing about the societies of all the nations of the South 

Asian subcontinent.  

The second topic “Neglect of primary health care and education in India are reasons 

for its backwardness” can be said to be the safest topic out of all the four topics as one 

couldn’t have taken a wrong approach for this topic and also because all students must be 

having good content on these areas – primary health and primary education. The general 

approach for this topic would have been to start by discussing the real potential of primary 

health and education in laying down the foundation for the human resource of the nation. 

Then it could be discussed how due to historical reasons we started from a very low 

threshold in these areas and how even after independence these areas didn’t get the 
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required attention in the planning and policymaking process resulting into cyclic 

backwardness in India. Thereafter, progressive and futuristic suggestions needed to be 

made on how to deal with this problem. This topic no doubt had the potential to be very 

scoring with the right planning and presentation of content.  

The third topic “Biased media is a real threat to Indian democracy”was also a very 

good topic worth attempting. Students from almost all backgrounds, would have been able 

to write an essay on this topic confidently. However, since there were other topics in 

Section B which were much safer, one should have gone for this topic only if the student 

had good content in terms of multiple examples – from past and present, from regional as 

well as national media, from print as well as TV and online media, various current trends, 

etc.  

The fourth topic “Rise of Artificial Intelligence: the threat of jobless future or better 

job opportunities through reskilling and upskilling”, was another very good topic. 

Most students prepare this topic very well for their GS papers and thus would have had 

good content on it. But the real challenge in this topic was to differentiate between writing 

an answer where the factual content becomes more important than thorough analysis, and 

writing an essay where not only all facts and figures need to be included but a bird’s eye 

viewpoint needs to be taken about the topic and thus analysis and arguments need to be 

made from a much larger perspective. Students who would have kept this factor in mind, 

must have been able to write a very comprehensive essay.  

Conclusion 

All in all, it can be said that to score well in the essay paper, one needs to be mindful of 

various steps, such as choice of topic, adequate planning and preparation of a framework 

before attempting the essay, writing good impactful introductions and conclusions, 

maintaining a flow throughout the essay so as to make it an enjoyable read for the 

examiner and last but not the least, keeping the word limit and time limit in mind. The 

essay paper of 2019 had ample opportunities in terms of options and variety to choose 

from and thus aspirants who must have kept the abovementioned points in mind, would 

definitely be scoring very well.  


