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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

 

(1) Wuhan Summit
Context: 

 India-China relations have been under great stress in recent years. The 2017 military standoff  
 at the Doklam tri-junction and the war of words that followed vitiated a relationship that was  
 already reeling under a great deal of pressure. 

 Wuhan summit should be viewed as strong desire for stability and rapprochement between  
 the countries. 
 
Outcomes 

 Strategic direction by the leaders to their militaries, to manage differences on the border and  
 not raise tensions. 

 „China India plus‟ cooperation in Afghanistan and speed up the economic cooperation under  
 the BCIM framework. 

 They exchanged views on how to coordinate in the WTO to jointly deal with trade frictions  
 with the third party. 

 The two leaders agreed to promote trade cooperation while mitigating trade deficit,  
 strengthen exchanges in the fields of movie, sports, tourism, youth and local contacts. 
 

(2) 2+1 Formula 

• This is different from a trilateral mechanism. Under the Chinese proposal, China and India  
 can jointly conduct a dialogue with a third regional country. 
• During Wuhan informal summit the visit of Nepal PrimeMinisterto Beijing, with China  

proposed a new dialogue mechanism that wouldalso involve India in development 
process of Nepal. 

• “2 plus 1” which has been currently proposed by China to deal with Nepal, can possibly 
be extend to other international engagements too. 

• This would enable Beijing and New Delhi to engage with any third country jointly and 
thereby eliminate any likely abrasive competition between them. 

 

(3) India-Seychelles Relations 
Where is Seychelles?  
• Seychelles is a small island country in the Indian 

Ocean comprising a group of 115 small islands 
totaling 455 square kilometers of area. 

• It has a population of 87,000 and a huge Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) of 1.4 million square 
kilometers. Located 1350 to 1800 kilometers from 
the East African coast, Seychelles is a multi-ethnic 
and multi-lingual society comprising of people of 
French, British, Indian, Iranian and Chinese 
descent. 

 
Importance of Seychelles 
• Seychelles could be considered as an `unsinkable aircraft carrier` in the Indian Ocean 

given its proximity to the oil sea lanes and oil producing nations, quite akin to the  
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 Ascension Island in the Atlantic that the British used extensively to launch attacks against 

the Argentinean Navy in the Falklands war. 
• Seychelles lies close to the shipping lanes that skirt the East coast of Africa which are 

under constant piracy threat. Seychelles itself has been a victim of poaching of its marine 
life as it is unable to patrol its vast EEZ. 

 
India-Seychelles Relations 
• Indo-Seychelles relations have been characterized by close friendship, understanding and 

cooperation.  
• Diplomatic ties were established with Seychelles after its independence in 1976, but the 

links date back even earlier. 
• An Indian Mission was established in 1979 in Victoria with the High Commissioner based 

in Dar-es-Salaam concurrently accredited to Seychelles. The first resident High 
Commissioner was placed in Victoria in 1987, while Seychelles opened its resident mission 
in New Delhi in early 2008. 

 
India’s Strategic Interest in Seychelles 
• India has major interests in Seychelles. Besides a fair sized population of Indian descent, 

mainly from Tamil Nadu and Gujarat. 
•  In recent years, India has agreed to help Seychelles map its hydrology reserves, launched 

a coastal surveillance radar project and boosted security cooperation with the nation. 
• India has actively supported Seychelles in training the SPDF, provided a Dornier aircraft, 

two Chetek helicopters (1981 vintage) and a fast attack craft. Indian ships regularly visit 
Victoria and have been active in combating piracy in the waters around Seychelles. 

• Since 2015, India and Seychelles has been collaborating in the field of Blue economy. 
•  Government has also articulated a policy of striving for better cooperation among Indian 

Ocean nations as part of its SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region) initiative. 
 
What are the Chinese interests in establishing a base in Seychelles? 
• Foremost, it satisfies China`s hunger for a foothold in the Indian Ocean. 
•  Seychelles provides the PLAN (People's Liberation Army Navy) an ideal platform to 
counter any threat to its SLOC (Sea line of Communication) from Africa by the US Navy 
(USN) operating out of Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean Region. 
• China has large investments in mining, minerals and infrastructure in Africa. Seychelles is 
ideally suited to protect these Chinese interests in Africa as also evacuate the large Chinese 
expatriate population on the continent in the event of Humanitarian Aid and Disaster Relief 
(HADR) missions. 
 
Recent India-Seychelles Relations 
• Recently, Seychelles President Danny Faure was on a visit to India. Major takeaways from 

the visit: Both India and Seychelles agreed to work together on the project to develop a 
naval base at the Assumption Island. India announced a USD 100-million credit to 
Seychelles for augmenting its defence capabilities. Six MoUs were signed. 

 
Case of Assumption Island 
• Assumption Island is a small island situated southwest of Seychelles main and largest 

island of Mahe. It is situated very close to Mozambique Channel from where much Indian 
Ocean maritime routes pass. 
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Why Assumption Island deal is important for India ? 
• The deal is seen as important for India because it enhances its surveillance capabilities 

over the Indian Ocean 
•  For India, the Mozambique channel on the east coast of Africa is an important area of 

concern. The rising economic growth of Africa provides an ample opportunity for India to 
increase its trade with the continent and Mozambique channel plays a crucial role.  

•  The facility will be a resource for other shipping nations, for example- France. And finally, 
the joint naval facility can counter and deter Chinese unilateralism and increasing 
securitization of the Indian Ocean Region (IOR). 

 
Problems in Deal 
•  It is important to note that Seychelles laws mandate that any agreement must be ratified 

by the National Assembly, which meant that even if President of Seychelles submits the 
agreement to Parliament for ratification, the deal is not likely to get passed by the National 
Assembly. 

Other main concerns which were raised were; 
• Locals fear that Indian presence and influx of workers in the small island nation will lead 

to India dominating the economy, thereby affecting the local working population. 
• Many locals consider a foreign power building a base as an attack and intrusion on their 

sovereignty and national pride. 
• Relevant stakeholders in Seychelles do not want their territory to be embroiled in a 

regional conflict between India and China. 
 

(4) Indo-Korea relations 

History 
• Bilateral relations between India and South Korea, 

officially known as the Republic of Korea, were 
established in 1962 and upgraded to Ambassador-level in 
1973. 

• South Korea's open market policies found resonance with 
India's economic liberalization, and its 'look east policy' 
and 'act east policy', leading to the establishment of 
strong bilateral relations. 

• India-Republic of Korea (RoK) relations has made great 
strides in recent years and has become truly 
multidimensional, spurred by a significant convergence 
of interests, mutual goodwill and high level exchanges. 

 
On Political Terms 
• India played an important and positive role in Korean 

affairs after the latter's independence in 1945. During the 
Korean War (1950- 53), both warring sides accepted a resolution sponsored by India. 

• Both the countries signed the Civil Nuclear Energy Cooperation Agreement in 2011 
• During Prime Minister visit to South Korea in 2015, the bilateral relationship was 

upgraded to 'special strategic partnership 
• In a joint statement, PM Modi and President Park Geun-hye agreed to establish a '2+2' 

consultation mechanism at Secretary/Vice Minister of Foreign Office and Defence 
Ministry. 
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On Economic Terms 
• India„s share in Korea„s global trade was 1.75% in 2017, India„s contribution in Korea„s 

global imports increased from 0.78% in 2001 to 1.03% in 2015. India was Korea„s 14th 
biggest source for imports in 2016 and its 6th biggest export market. 

• In the last four decades, pattern of Korean exports has undergone significant 
transformation. Exports moved up the value chain from primary goods to light industrial 
products, to heavy industrial, high-tech and knowledge-based products. 

• Korea and India signed the Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement in Seoul in 
2009. The CEPA isKorea„s first free trade agreement with a member of the BRICS nations.  

• Both the countries are planning to expand their business ties with an aim to double 
bilateral trade by 2030and urged to step up investments and promote start-up ventures. 

 
Korea’s Southern& Northern Policy 
• Korea„s New Northern Policy aimed at improving ties with Russia and other northeastern 

Asian nations like China, Japan and Mongolia. 
• Korea has also played a proactive role to improve ties with North Korea, Seoul's biggest 

regional foe for decades. 
• The recently introduced South Korea‟s “New Southern Policy” aims to enhance economic 

and political linkages with South-East Asia and India. This is in order to reduce reliance in 
China and the US which are biggest trading partners of South Korea 

 
Why Korea opted for New South & North Policy & Why South Korea Shift its focus to 
India? 
• Power politics between the U.S. and China. The clash between the two countries over the 

deployment of the U.S. Thaad missile defence system in theKorean Peninsula set off an 
economic retaliation by China against South Korea, whose economy ishighly dependent 
on the Chinese market. 

• Ongoing changes in global market conditions, including US protectionism and the US-
China trade war, will likely hit the South Korean economy harder than less export-
dependent economies 

• This has led to Seoul reassessing risks associated with economic turbulence stemming 
from Chinese policies, which is a threat to the national security of South Korea in some 
cases. 

• To escape the power politics in Northeast Asia, South Korean policy makers believe that 
Seoul should diversify its relations with other major powers in the region, including India 
which they see as a viable alternative partner 

 
Indo-Korean Ties-Way Ahead 
• Korea„s President Visit to India was part of his effort to strengthen the ―New Southern 

Policy‖ (NSP) strategy. The diplomatic tie between the two countries has proven beneficial 
in many different areas. 

• South Korean government has committed to democratize economic growth, structural 
reform and place India in the consideration set along with US, UK, China and Russia. 

• India is a potential market for start-ups and is witnessing a surge in Korean companies 
investing in the Indian market. 

• Tapping on the thriving Indian start-up ecosystem, the Korean government is working 
progressively towards building incubation centres to support both Korean and Indian 
start-ups in India and helping them maintain successful business. This move showcases 
the strong support of the Korean Government. 
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• Korea offers India a potentially game changing partnership in manufacturing, high 

technology Industries and infrastructure building 
• Korea has been a friend to India whether backing India„s bid for Nuclear Suppliers Group 

membership, especially when New Delhi has faced sustained opposition from China; 
working with third countries on a tripartite basis for regional development and partnering 
in plans for capacity-building programs in Afghanistan 

• So , It is important for India to reciprocate to the South Korean initiative of New Southern 
Policy with a more determined Act East Policy which not only counts on strategic 
competition with China but also on economic gains from other well-to-do nations in the 
region. 

 

(5) BIMSTEC 

Context:  
4th BIMSTEC summit was held at KATHMANDU 
• BIMSTEC stands for Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 

Cooperation. 
• It has 7 members  
1. Bangladesh 2. India 
3. Myanmar  4. Sri Lanka 
5. Thailand  6. Bhutan 
7. Nepal 
• Established in 1997 in Bangkok 
• Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka, and Thailand were 

founding members 
• HQ : Dhaka, Bangladesh 
• The main objective of BIMSTEC is technological and economic cooperation among south 

Asian and south east Asian countries along the coast of the bay of Bengal . Commerce, 
investment, technology, tourism, human resource development, agriculture, fisheries, 
transport and communication, textiles, leather etc. have been included in it 

• BIMSTEC uses the alphabetical order for the Chairmanship 
• Bhutan has never been chairman (Skipped itself) 
• 3 Major Projects are in process that could transform the movement of Goods & Vehicles 

through the countries in grouping 
o Kaladan Multi-Modal Projects, seeks to link India & Myanmar.  
o Asian Trilateral Highway Connectivity- India & Thailand through Myanmar. 
o BBIN (Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal) have signed a pact for the Movement of Goods & 

Vehicles among them which could benefit movement of goods and vehicles between sub 
region of Indian Sub-continent. 

 

(6) Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)  

Context 
The 2018 Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) summit 
ended in a stalemate with countries unable to issue a final 
statement for the first time in the summit's history. 
• APEC was established as a forum for regional economic 

cooperation in 1989 and has 21-member countries: China, 
Vietnam, the Philippines, Japan, Russia, PNG, Malaysia, 
Australia, Chile, Canada, New Zealand, South Korea, 
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Singapore, Peru, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Hong Kong, 
Mexico, and the US. 

 
• The grouping came into existence at the initiative of the legendary Australian Prime 

Minister Bob Hawke. 
• India is not a part of grouping. 
 

(7) Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 

• SCO is the political and security grouping headquartered in 
Beijing.  
• It was founded in 2001. The full members of the organization 

are China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, 
Kyrgyzstan, India and Pakistan. 

• The groupings main objective is military cooperation between 
the members. The grouping also works towards intelligence-
sharing, counter-terrorism operations in Central Asia. 

• Afghanistan, Belarus, Iran, Mongolia have observer status at 
present. 

• China founded this grouping, called the Shanghai Five, in 1996. 
• It comprised Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan. 
• In 2001 Uzbekistan was invited to join it and the SCO was officially born.  
• After the Astana Summit Declaration in 2005, SCO has emerged as a regional security 

organization. 
 

8. Kartarpur Corridor 

• The Kartarpur Corridor is a proposed border corridor between the neighbouring nations 
of India and Pakistan 

• It connects the Sikh shrines of Dera Baba Nanak Sahib (located in Punjab, India) and 
Gurdwara Darbar Sahib Kartarpur (in Punjab, Pakistan).  

• Currently under planning, the corridor is intended to allow religious devotees from India 
to visit the Gurdwara in Kartarpur, 4.7 kilometres from the Pakistan-India border, without 
a visa. 

• The Kartarpur Corridor was first proposed in early 1999 by the prime ministers of 
Pakistan and India, Nawaz Sharif and Atal Bihari Vajpayee, respectively, during the 
Delhi–Lahore Bus (Sada-e-Sarhad) initiative between India and Pakistan.  

• On 26 November 2018, the foundation stone for the Kartarpur corridor was laid down on 
the Indian side. Two days later the foundation stone for the corridor was laid down on the 
Pakistani side.  

• The corridor will reportedly be completed before the 550th anniversary of Guru Nanak 
Dev in November 2019 

 

(9) Operation NISTAR 

• The Indian Nationals were stranded for nearly ten days after severe Cyclonic Storm 
Mekunu devastated the area around Socotra Island.  

• INS Sunayna was diverted from Gulf of Aden deployment to Socotra Island for search and 
rescue operations after Indian Navy received a distress call from Directorate General of 
Shipping and Indian Sailing Vessels Association. 
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• Indian Naval Ship Sunayana entered Porbandar harbour after successfully evacuating 38 
Indian Nationals at/ off Socotra Islands during a swift Humanitarian and Disaster Relief 
Operation (HADR), code named Operation NISTAR.  

 

(10) U.S. exit from UN human rights council 

• U.S. joined it in 2009.  
• The 47 members are elected to serve three-year terms on the Council. The U.N. body also 

focused on the situation in Jammu and Kashmir in a report recently.  
• The latest confrontation between the U.S. and UNHRC followed the body„s criticism of 

Israel in the aftermath of the recent killing of protesters in the Gaza Strip.  
• The U.S. decision also comes against the backdrop of global criticism of the Trump 

administration„s policy of separating children and parents detained for illegally entering 
the U.S.  

 
About United Nations Human Rights Council  
• The United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) is a United Nations body whose 

mission is to promote and protect human rights around the world.  
• The headquarters of UNHRC is in Geneva, Switzerland.  
• The UNHRC was established by the UN General Assembly on March 15, 2006 to replace 

the UN Commission on Human Rights (UNCHR, herein CHR) that had been strongly 
criticised for allowing countries with poor human rights records to be members.  

 
India and UNHCR: 
• India is a country that was born in the midst of one of the largest refugees flows in history 

and today, still sees mixed migration flows.  
• Refugees, economic migrants and others cross borders every day, in thousands.  
• The challenge for Government and UNHCR is to ensure that the rights of refugees and 

asylum seekers remain protected. Working closely with the Government of India, UNHCR 
strives to do this effectively.  

• India has a long tradition of receiving refugees that goes back centuries. In more recent 
times, the two largest groups of refugees in India, around 200, 000 Sri Lankan Tamils and 
Tibetans, are directly being assisted by the Government of India.  

• In the absence of a national legal framework for refugees, UNHCR conducts refugee status 
determination under its mandate for asylum seekers who approach the Office.  

• India has signed neither the 1951 United Nations Refugee Convention nor its 1967 
Protocol, which has 140 signatories, an overwhelming majority of the world„s 190-odd 
nations. However, India continues to host a large population of refugees. In the main, they 
are treated kindly.  

 

(11) Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 

• The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) is a multilateral development bank that 
aims to support the building of infrastructure in the Asia-Pacific region.  

• The United Nations has addressed the launch of AIIB as having potential for "scaling up 
financing for sustainable development" for the concern of global economic governance.  

• The bank was proposed by China in 2013 and the initiative was launched at a ceremony in 
Beijing in October 2014.  

• It received the highest credit ratings from the three biggest rating agencies in the world, 
and is seen as a potential rival to World Bank and IMF.  
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Why in Recent News: 
• The 3rd Annual Meeting of Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) concluded in 

Mumbai, Maharashtra in optimistic note to raise its lending capacity to boost prosperity 
and security in Asia. 

• The theme of third meeting was „Mobilising Finance for Infrastructure: Innovation and 
Collaboration„.  

• It was held on high note to improve connectivity within region and in turn enable citizens 
in the region to reach their potential and enjoy prosperity and security.  

• It had several concurrent sessions that discussed critical issues pertaining to environment, 
low carbon emissions, connectivity through railway network among borders . 

 
AIIB Annual Meeting:  
• The first AIIB board of governors annual meeting was held in Beijing, China in 2016.  
• Second in Jeju, South Korea in 2017 . 
• The fourth annual meeting will be held in Luxembourg in July 2019.  
• The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) has approved investment of $200 million 

in India„s National Investment & Infrastructure Fund (NIIF).  
 

(12) Asia Pacific Region of World Customs Organisation (WCO) 

Context: 
• India has become the Vice-Chair (Regional Head) of the Asia Pacific Region of World 

Customs Organization (WCO) for a period of two years, from July, 2018 to June, 2020.  
• The WCO has divided its Membership into six Regions. Each of the six Regions is 

represented by a regionally elected Vice-Chairperson to the WCO Council.  
 
What does it mean? 
• Being the Vice Chair of AP Region of WCO will enable India to take on leadership role.  
• Indian will take hold of cross border trade through e-commerce.  
• Handling the barrage of parcels that cross-border every day.  
• To bring efficiency in clearance and delivery of low value and high volume shipments.  
 
About WCO: 
• The World Customs Organization (WCO), established in 1952 as the Customs Co-

operation Council (CCC) is an independent intergovernmental body whose mission is to 
enhance the effectiveness and efficiency of Customs administrations.  

• WCO represents 182 Customs administrations across the globe that collectively process 
approximately 98% of world trade.  

• As the global centre of Customs expertise, the WCO is the only international organization 
with competence in Customs matters and can rightly call itself the voice of the 
international Customs community.  

• Besides the vital role played by the WCO in stimulating the growth of legitimate 
international trade, its efforts to combat fraudulent activities are also recognized 
internationally.  

• Partnership approach.  
• Promoting the emergence of an honest, transparent and predictable Customs environment.  
• Economic and social well-being of its Members.  
• The WCO has divided its membership into six regions, namely:  
1. South America, North America, Central America and the Caribbean.  
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2. Europe  
3. Far East, South and South East Asia, Australasia and the Pacific Islands  
4.  North of Africa, Near and Middle East  
5.  West and Central Africa  
6.  East and Southern Africa.  
• Each of the six regions is represented by a regionally elected vice-chairperson to the WCO 

Council.  
 

(13) Border Haats 

• The border haats aim at promoting the wellbeing of the people dwelling in remote areas 
across the borders of two countries, by establishing traditional system of marketing the 
local produce through local markets.  

• Currently, four border haats are operational, along the India-Bangladesh border.  
• Two border haats are located in Meghalaya at Kalaichar and Balat 
• Two are located in Tripura at Srinagar and Kamalasagar.  
• The trade at border haats is permitted to be carried out in Indian Rupees/Bangladesh Taka 

and on barter basis, and data of such trade is maintained by the Haat Management 
Committee of the respective border haat.  

• There are no border haats in operation along the Bhutan and Myanmar borders.  
• Government of India has also executed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with 

Government of the Republic of Union of Myanmar on establishment of border haats along 
their border.  

• Government of India and Government of the People„s Republic of Bangladesh have 
approved six more border haats-  

i) two in Tripura at Palbasti and Kamalpur 
ii) four in Meghalaya at Bholaganj, Nalikata, Shibbari and Ryngku.  
 

(14) Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) 

• Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) is a proposed free trade 
agreement (FTA) between the 10 member states of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) (Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the 
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam)  

• 6 Asia-Pacific states with which ASEAN has existing free trade agreements (Australia, 
China, India, Japan, South Korea and New Zealand).  

• RCEP negotiations were formally launched in November 2012 at the ASEAN Summit in 
Cambodia. 

• RCEP is the world's largest economic bloc, covering nearly half of the global economy. 
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SOCIAL ISSUES 
 

(1) The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education  
(Second Amendment) Bill, 2018 
Recent Amendments in the Act-Key features 
• Under the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009, all children 

between the ages of six and 14 years have the right to elementary education (class 1-8) in a 
neighborhood school The Right to Education Bill, 2018 prohibits detention of children till they 
complete elementary education i.e., class 8. 

• The Bill amends this provision to state that a regular examination will be held in class 5 and 
class 8 at the end of every academic year. If a child fails the exam, he will be given additional 
instruction, and take re examination. If he fails in the re-examination, the relevant central or 
state government may decide to allow schools to detain the child. 

• Before the enactment of RTE, states had the flexibility of practicing a no-detention policy. For 
example, Goa did not detain children till class 3, Tamil Nadu till class 5, and Assam till class 7. 

• In recent years, expert committees reviewed the no-detention provision in the RTE Act and 
recommended it be removed or be discontinued ,thus , The RTE (Second Amendment) Bill, 
2018 was introduced & passed by Lok Sabha to amend the RTE Act to remove the provision 
related to no detention in the Act. 

 

(2) Sakhi Suraksha Advanced DNA Forensic Laboratory 

• Forensic analysis plays critical role in criminal investigation and the Advanced Lab will 
contribute to address the gap in forensic DNA analysis of pending sexual assault cases in the 
country.  

• Foundation of Sakhi Suraksha Advanced DNA Forensic Laboratory has been laid in the 
campus of Central Forensic Science Lab, Chandigarh. 

• The lab is being set up as a model forensic lab and would be replicated in other parts of the 
country.  

• At present there are 6 Central Forensic Science Labs (CFSLs) in Chandigarh, Guwahati, 
Kolkata, Hyderabad, Pune and Bhopal and one State Forensic Science Lab in each State/UT.  

 

(3) Hague Treaty 

• The Hague Convention is a multinational treaty that seeks to protect children wrongfully 
removed by one of the parents from the custody of the other parent.  

• The Convention was concluded 25 October 1980 and entered into force between the signatories 
on 1 December 1983.  

• The Convention was drafted to ensure the prompt return of children who have been abducted 
from their country of habitual residence or wrongfully retained in a contracting state not their 
country of habitual residence.  

• As of May 2018, 98 states are party to the convention.  
• India is not signatory to it. 
 
Why in News  
• The government is not yet ready to sign the Hague treaty on inter-country abduction of 

children by parents fleeing a bad marriage. There has been immense pressure from the U.S. on 
the government to sign the treaty.  
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Central Committee Report : 
• A committee constituted by the Centre to examine legal issues involved in international 

parental abduction submitted its report in April, opposing a central provision of the Hague 
Convention.  

• It said that the criterion of habitual residence of the child, which is used to determine whether 
the child was wrongfully removed by a parent as well as to seek the return of the child to the 
country of habitual residence, was not in the best interest of the child.  

• It also recommended setting up of a Child Removal Disputes Resolution Authority to act as a 
nodal body to decide on the custody of the child as well as a model law to deal with such 
disputes.  

 

(4) Unnat Bharat Abhiyan 2.0 

• Unnat Bharat Abhiyan is a flagship programme of the Ministry of HRD, it aimsto link the 
Higher Education Institutions with set of atleast (5) villages, so that these institutions can 
contribute to the economic and social betterment of these village communities using their 
knowledge base.  

• Unnat Bharat Abhiyan is inspired by the vision of transformational change in rural 
development processes by leveraging knowledge institutions to help build the architecture of 
an Inclusive India.  

• It also aims to create a virtuous cycle between the society and an inclusive university system, 
with the latter providing knowledge base practices for emerging livelihoods to upgrade the 
capabilities of both the public and private sectors.  

 
Objectives:  
• To engage the faculty and students of Higher Educational Institutions in understanding rural 

realities.  
• Identify and select existing innovative technologies, enable customization of technologies, or 

devise implementation methods for innovative solutions, as required by people.  
• To allow Higher Educational Institutions to contribute to devising systems for smooth 

implementation of various Government Programs. 
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ECONOMICS 
 

(1) Project Sashakt 

Context 
• The exponential rise in stressed assets in Public Sector Banks (PSBs) in the last two to three 

years has been under intense debate and discussion. 
• Magnitude of bad loans is rising constantly with new slippages reaching close to 15 per cent. 
•  Such a protracted state of stressed assets with its adverse impact on the functioning of PSBs 

lead to the formation of a panel of public sector bankers led by Sunil Mehta whose report on 
Resolution of “Stressed Assets Project” is popularly called Sashakt. 

 
Objectives of Project Sashakt 
•  The main objective of the project is to create a resolution process that doesn‟t adversely impact 

the financial structures in the country. 
• The recommendations make a point in being completely compliant to the existing regulations. 
•  They also want to ensure that no job loss is created and also that no additional financial stress 

due to the creation of bad banks should occur. 
• The project also aims to turn the assets and institutions in such a way that they become an 

asset to the economy through robust governance and credit architecture. 
 
Recommendations of Project Sashakt 
• The key recommendations does not favour the idea of setting up a “bad bank” but propose 

setting up of a separate Asset Management Company (AMC)/Alternate Investment Fund(AIF) 
for large-sized Non-Performing Assets (NPAs) of over Rs 500 crore. 

•  It entails creation of an intra-bank vertical for template-driven resolution of NPAs up to Rs 50 
crore, which needs to be resolved in 90 days, which is to be supported by a steering committee. 

• Inter-creditor format of resolution of NPAs of Rs 50 crore to Rs500 crore, led by a consortium 
of lenders, which is almost akin to formation of a Joint Lender Forum (JLF), now discontinued 
by RBI. 

• Resolution of NPAs of over Rs 500 crore will move to the newly formedAMC/AIF. 
• Invocation of Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code  2016 if other options fail. 
• Creation of an asset trading platform for both performing and non-performing assets. 
 

(2) NRI Bonds 

Context:  
The sharp slide in the value of the rupee has led to speculation that the RBI might opt to issue NRI 
bonds. 
• These are bonds issued by the Reserve Bank of India to non-resident Indians who are 

interested in investing their money in India. 
• Since these bonds offer higher returns than other similar investments, they can be used as a 

tool to attract capital during times when other domestic assets fail to attract the interest of 
foreign investors. 

•  “NRI bonds are raised from non-resident Indians at attractive rates for a period of 3-5 years, 
with some lock-in and an implicit RBI guarantee.  

• The government had issued NRI bonds on three occasions 1998, 2000, and 2013. All such bond 
sales helped stabilize the rupee. 
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3. Payment Banks in India 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, launched the India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) in New Delhi, 
saying that it would help deliver banking services conveniently to people living in the remotest 
places across the country. 
 
What are Payments banks? 
• They are banks offering most regular banking facilities such as remittance services, cash 

withdrawal/deposit, net banking, third-party fund transfers and mobile payments /transfers 
/purchases. 

• However, they operate on a smaller scale compared to the normal banks and don't involve any 
credit risk. Their reason for being is financial inclusion, which is reaching out to the unbanked 
masses, which according to a recent Assocham-EY report is over 19% of our population. 

 
How are they different from traditional banks? 
• The main difference between payments bank can only receive deposits and remittances. 
• Payments banks cannot offer any financial products, say credit cards, of their own.  
• They have to tie-up with other financial services providers to offer third-party products like 

loans and insurance to their customers. 
• For instance, India Post Payments Bank has teamed up with financial services providers like 

Punjab National Bank and Bajaj Allianz Life Insurance for this purpose. 
• Payments banks can only accept deposits of up to Rs 1 lakh per customer in a savings/current 

account.  
• Opening an account in a scheduled bank takes time because it requires a lot of documentation 

and verification. But PBs, being primarily driven by mobile technology, can simplify the 
process and make it quick and paperless. 

 
What is a India Post Payment Bank 
• The India Post Payments Bank is a public sector company under the department of posts and 

ministry of communication where the Indian government holds 100 per cent equity. 
• The payments bank will be governed by Reserve Bank of India. All the 1.55 lakh post offices in 

the country will be linked to the IPPB system by December 31, 2018. 
 
Services Offered by India Post Payment Banks 
• IPPB will offer a range of products such as savings and current accounts, money transfer, 

direct benefit transfers, bill and utility payments, and enterprise and merchant payments. 
• These products, and related services, will be offered across multiple channels such as counter 

services, micro-ATM, mobile banking app, SMS and IVR etc, using the bank's state-of-the-art 
technology platform. 

• The plan is to use all of India Post‟s 1.55lakh access points by December 2018 toprovide the 
service. 

 

(4) Fisheries and Aquaculture Infrastructure Development Fund (FIDF) 

• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi has given its approval for creation of special Fisheries and Aquaculture Infrastructure 
Development Fund (FIDF).  
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Nodal Bodies 
•  National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD), National Cooperatives 

Development Corporation (NCDC) and all scheduled Banks (hereinafter referred as Banks) 
shall be the nodal Loaning Entities.  

 
About The Scheme 
• FIDF would provide concessional finance to State Governments / UTs and State entities, 

cooperatives, individuals and entrepreneurs etc., for taking up of the identified investment 
activities of fisheries development.  

• Under FIDF, loan lending will be over a period of five years from 2018-19 to 2022-23.  
• Maximum repayment will be over a period of 12 years inclusive of moratorium of two years 

on repayment of principal.  
 
Benefits 
• Creation of fisheries infrastructure facilities both in marine and inland fisheries sectors.  
• To augment fish production to achieve its target of 15 million ton by 2020 set under the Blue 

Revolution.  
• To achieve a sustainable growth of 8% -9% thereafter to reach the fish production to the level 

of about 20 MMT by 2022-23.  
• Employment opportunities in fishing and allied activities.  
• To attract private investment in creation and management of fisheries infrastructure facilities.  
• Adoption of new technologies.  
 

(5) Pradhan  Mantri Annadata Aay Sanrakshan Abhiyan’ (PM-AASHA) 
• Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved a new Umbrella 

Scheme ‚Pradhan Mantri Annadata Aay Sanrakshan Abhiyan‟ (PM-AASHA).  
• The Scheme is aimed at ensuring remunerative prices to the farmers for their produce as 

announced in the Union Budget for 2018.  
 
Importance of the Scheme 
• This is an unprecedented step taken by Govt. of India to protect the farmers‟ income which is 

expected to go a long way towards the welfare of farmers.  
• Government has already increased the MSP of kharif crops by following the principle of 1.5 

times the cost of production.  
• It is expected that the increase in MSP will be translated to farmer‟s income by way of robust 

procurement mechanism in coordination with the State Governments.  
• The scheme henceforth is a reflection of Government‟s commitment and dedication to our 

„Annadata‟.  
 
Components of PM-AASHA 
The new Umbrella Scheme includes the mechanism of ensuring remunerative prices to the farmers 
and is comprised of  
Price Support Scheme (PSS):  
• In Price Support Scheme (PSS), physical procurement of pulses, oilseeds and Copra will be 

done by Central Nodal Agencies with proactive role of State governments.  
•  It is also decided that in addition to NAFED, Food Cooperation of India (FCI) will take up PSS 

operations in states /districts.  
• The procurement expenditure and losses due to procurement will be borne by Central 

Government as per norms.  
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Price Deficiency Payment Scheme (PDPS)  
• Under Price Deficiency Payment Scheme this scheme (PDPS), it is proposed to cover all 

oilseeds for which MSP is notified.  
• All payment will be done directly into registered bank account of the farmer.  
• This scheme does not involve any physical procurement of crops as farmers are paid the 

difference between the MSP price and Sale/modal price on disposal in notified market.  
Pilot of Private Procurement & Stockist Scheme (PPPS). 
• It has been decided that for oilseeds, states have the option to roll out Private Procurement 

Stockist Scheme (PPSS) on pilot basis in selected district/APMC(s) of district involving the 
participation of private stockiest.  

• The pilot district/selected APMC(s) of district will cover one or more crop of oilseeds for 
which MSP is notified.  

• Since this is akin to PSS, in that in involves physical procurement of the notified commodity, it 
shall substitute PSS/PDPS in the pilot districts.  

 

(6) POSHAN Abhiyaan 

About The Scheme 
• POSHAN Abhiyaan was launched on 8th March 2018 by Prime Minister in Jhunjhunu, 

Rajastan.  
• The Abhiyaan targets to reduce stunting, under-nutrition, anemia (among young children, 

women and adolescent girls) and reduce low birth weight by 2%, 2%, 3% and 2% per annum 
respectively.  

• The target of the mission is to bring down stunting among children in the age group 0-6 years 
from 38.4% to 25% by 2022.  

• The Government has approved a 3-year budget of RS. 9046.15 cr, commencing from 2017-18, 
for POSHAN Abhiyaan.  

• e-ILA (e-Incremental Learning Approach): e-ILA is an online system where program 
functionaries will become more effective by learning to plan and execute each task correctly 
and consistently through methodical and ongoing capacity building.  

• ECCE (Early Childhood Care and Education) : The purpose of the ECCE module is to guide 
trainers to train Anganwadi Workers so that they are able to plan and conduct appropriate 
ECE activities.  

 
Implementation 
• By synergising frontline functionaries and volunteers like, DAY-NRLM Self help groups, 

ANMs, Co-operatives, Swasth Bharat Preraks etc., the Ministry is planning to reach 11 crore 
people and thereby convert the mission into Jan Andolan.  

• Under the Abhiyaan, Swasth Bharat Preraks will be deployed one in each district for 
coordinating with district officials and enabling fast and efficient execution of the Abhiyaan 
across the country.  

• Swasth Bharat Preraks would function as catalyst for fast tracking the implementation of the 
Abhiyaan. By June 2018, 315 Swasth Bharat Preraks are likely to be deployed in 315 districts of 
Phase I of the POSHAN Abhiyaan.  

 
Components 
• ICDS-CAS(Common Application Software), Training and Capacity building, Innovations  
• Incentives Grievance Redressal.  
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(7) Strategic Petroleum Reserve In India 

• The Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserve (ISPR) is an emergency fuel store.  
• Strategic crude oil storages are at 3 underground locations in Mangalore, Visakhapatnam and 

Padur (near Udupi).  
• All these are located on the east and west coasts of India which are readily accessible to the 

refineries.  
• These strategic storages are in addition to the existing storages of crude oil and petroleum 

products with the oil companies and serve in response to external supply disruptions.  
• Recently government decided to establish Strategic Petroleum Reserves at Chandikhol in 

Odisha and at Padur, Karnataka  
 

(8) Operation Sagar Rani 

Context 
• Goa Food and Drugs Administration officials had claimed that formaldehyde was used to 

preserve fish, after a raid on fish consignments coming from other States. 
• The controversy took a major turn after Agriculture Minister VijaiSardesai tweeted that the 

fish was fit for consumption, following which the FDA in a statement said that Formalin was 
―within permissible limits‖.  

 
What is Formalin 
• Formalin is 40% solution of formaldehyde (HCHO).  
• It is used for storing dead biological specimens for long period. It therefore, acts as a good 

preservative.  
• Formalin has a bad effect on eyes and nose.  
 
About Operation Sagar Rani 
• To ensure safety and hygiene at fish handling and distribution centres, Food Safety officials in 

the Kerala have launched an initiative named „Operation Sagar Rani„.  
• The inspections conducted under programme followed complaints about lack of food safety 

measures at fish handling centres.  
 

(9) Shram Suvidha Portal 

• Shram Suvidha Portal, launched by the Ministry of Labour& Employment caters to four major 
Organisations under the Ministry  

o Office of Chief Labour Commissioner (Central).  
o Directorate General of Mines Safety.  
o Employees„ Provident Fund Organization.  
o Employees„ State Insurance Corporation.  
Features 
• Allotment of Unique Identity i.e. Labour Identification Number (LIN) for effective, efficient 

and real-time governance in Labour Administration.  
• To bring transparency and accountability in enforcement of labour laws through Online 

Inspection System and Filing of Online Inspection Report.  
• Common Online Registration and Filing of Self-Certified and Simplified Single Online Annual 

Return for multiple labour laws to ease the complexity of compliance.  
• Unified ECR under EPFO/ESIC to encourage compliance by reducing transaction costs and 

promoting ease of business.  
• Portal provides a platform for sharing of information among the labour enforcement agencies.  
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(10) The Fugitive Economic Offenders Bill, 2018 

• The Lok Sabha passed the Fugitive Economic Offenders Bill, which will now replace the 
Ordinance by the same name promulgated by the President in April.  

• The Bill empowers special courts to direct the Central government to confiscate all the assets 
belonging to a fugitive economic offender, including those assets that are proceeds of the crime 
and that do not belong to the offender.  

• The legislation gains importance against the background of high-profile cases where 
individuals such as Vijay Mallya and NiravModi escaped the country.  

 
Who is an Economic Offender? 
• The Bill allows for a person to be declared as a fugitive economic offender (FEO) if:  
o  An arrest warrant has been issued against him for any specified offences where the value 

involved is over Rs. 100 crore.  
o He has left the country and refuses to return to face prosecution.  
 
Proceedings as per the Bill 
• To declare a person an FEO, an application will be filed in a Special Court (designated under 

the Prevention of Money-Laundering Act, 2002) containing details of the properties to be 
confiscated, and any information about the person„s whereabouts.  

• The Special Court will require the person to appear at a specified place at least six weeks from 
issue of notice. Proceedings will be terminated if the person appears.  

• The Bill allows authorities to provisionally attach properties of an accused, while the 
application is pending before the Special Court.  

• Upon declaration as an FEO, properties of a person may be confiscated and vested in the 
central government, free of encumbrances (rights and claims in the property). Further, the FEO 
or any company associated with him may be barred from filing or defending civil claims.  

 

(11) Advanced Motor Fuels Technology Collaboration Programme  
       (AMF TCP) 

• India has joined Advanced Motor Fuels Technology Collaboration Programme (AMF TCP) 
under International Energy Agency (IEA). 

•  AMF TCP works under the framework of International Energy Agency (IEA) to which India 
has "Association" status since 30th March, 2017. 

•  Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas, Government of India has joined AMF TCP as its 16th 
member on 9th May, 2018. 

•  The other member Countries of AMF TCP are USA, China, Japan, Canada, Chile, Israel, 
Germany, Austria, Sweden, Finland, Denmark, Spain, Republic of Korea, Switzerland and 
Thailand. 

• The primary goal of joining AMF TCP by Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas (MoP&NG) is 
to facilitate the market introduction of advanced motor fuels/ Alternate fuels with an aim to 
Brining down emissions and achieve higher fuel efficiency in transport sector. 

• The R&D work in AMF TCP is carried out within individual projects called "Annex". 
• A number of fuels have been covered in previous Annexes such as reformulated fuels 

(gasoline & diesel), biofuels (ethanol, biodiesel etc.), synthetic fuels (methanol, Fischer- 
Tropsch, DME etc.) and gaseous fuels. 

• Association with AMF TCP will help MoP&NG in furthering its efforts in identification & 
deployment of suitable fuels for transport sector in respect of higher efficiency and lesser 
emissions. 
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About Advanced Motor Fuels Technology Collaboration Programme (AMF TCP) 
• AMF TCP is an international platform for co-operation among countries to promote cleaner 

and more energy efficient fuels & vehicle technologies. 
• This TCP provides an effective platform for fuel analyses and reporting of GHG emissions 

tested and measured in engines. 
• The activities of AMF TCP relate to R&D, deployment and dissemination of Advanced Motor 

Fuels and looks upon the transport fuel issues in a systemic way taking into account the 
production, distribution and end use related aspects. 

 
About International Energy Agency 
• The International Energy Agency is a Paris-based autonomous intergovernmental organization 

established in the framework of the Organization for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) in 1974 in the wake of the 1973 oil crisis. 

• The IEA acts as a policy adviser to its member states, but also works with non-member 
countries, especially China, India, and Russia. 

•  IEA member countries are required to maintain total oil stock levels equivalent to at least 90 
days of the previous year's net imports. 

• The IEA has a broad role in promoting alternate energy sources (including renewable energy), 
rational energy policies, and multinational energy technology co-operation. 

• It publishes World Energy Outlook. 
 

(12) Atal Vyakti Kalyan Yojana 

• The ESI Corporation has approved „ATAL Bimit Vyakti Kalyan Yojna‟ for Insured Persons (IP) 
covered under the Employees‟ State Insurance Act, 1948.  

•  This scheme is a relief payable in cash directly to the Bank Account in case of unemployment 
and while they search for new engagement.  

• The cash benefit given to the unemployed persons searching for new employment will be 25 
percent of his average earning of 90 days. 
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
 

(1) Nobel Prize 2018 

Nobel Prize in Medicine 
• The 2018 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine has been jointly awarded to James P. Allison 

and Tasuku Honjo, by the Nobel committee of the Karolinska Institute. 
• The two immunologists — from the U.S. and Japan, respectively — were awarded the Prize 

―for their discovery of cancer therapy by inhibition of negative immune regulation. 
• The discovery made by the two Medicine Laureates takes advantage of the immune system‗s 

ability to attack cancer cells by releasing the brakes on immune cells 
 
Nobel Prize in Physics 
• American scientist Arthur Ashkin, French engineer Gérard Mourou and Canadian professor 

Donna Strickland have been awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics for their work in the field of 
laser physics. 

• Dr. Ashkin has been awarded the Prize ―for the optical tweezers and their application to 
biological systems. 

• Dr. Mourou and Dr. Strickland have been awarded ―for their method of generating high-
intensity, ultra-short optical pulses. 

• The inventions being honoured this year have revolutionised laser physics. 
 
Nobel Prize in Chemistry 
• The Royal Swedish Academy of Scienceshas awarded the Nobel Prize in Chemistry 2018 with 

one half to Frances H. Arnold for the directed evolution of enzymes and the other half jointly 
to George P Smith and Sir Gregory P. Winter for the phage display of peptides and antibodies. 

• The 2018 Nobel Laureates in Chemistry have taken control of evolution and used it for 
purposes that bring the greatest benefit to humankind. Enzymes produced through directed 
evolution are used to manufacture everything from biofuels to pharmaceuticals. 

 
Nobel Peace Prize 
• The Norwegian Nobel Committee has decided to award the Nobel Peace Prize for 2018 to 

Denis Mukwege and Nadia Murad for their efforts to end the use of sexual violence as a 
weapon of war and armed conflict. 

 

(2) Innovate India Platform 

• Atal Innovation Mission, NITI Aayog & MyGov launches ―Innovate India Platform‖.  
• The #Innovate India portal will serve as the common point for all the innovation happening 

across the nation.  
Salient Features 
• The platform is open to all Indian citizens.  
• The users can View, comment, share, and rate the innovations crowd sourced on the #Innovate 

India platform.  
• View the leader board which is calculated based on the votes on each innovation.  
• Citizens can share their/organizations/someone else‗s innovation on the platform by login to 

the My Gov website.  
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(3) Block Chain Technology 

What is Block Chain Technology? 
• A block chain is an anonymous online ledger that uses data structure to simplify the way we 

transact. Block chain allows users to manipulate the ledger in a secure way without the help of 
a third party.  

• A bank's ledger is connected to a centralized network. However, a block chain is anonymous, 
protecting the identities of the users. This makes block chain a more secure way to carry out 
transactions. 

• The algorithm used in block chain reduces the dependence on people to verify the 
transactions.  

• This technology used for recording various transactions has the potential to disrupt the 
financial system. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Importance of Block chain technology for India 
• Banking Sector 
• Eliminating corruption and ensuring efficient public administration 
• Keeping land records 
• Health care sector to maintain the data 
• Creating employment opportunities 
 

(4) India‘s first indigenous Lithium Ion Battery Project 

• Central Electrochemical Research Institute (CECRI), Karaikudi, Tamil Nadu under Council of 
Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR) and RAASI Solar Power Pvt Ltd have signed a 
Memorandum of Agreement for transfer of technology for India‗s first Lithium Ion (Li-ion) 
Battery project.  

• Currently, Indian manufacturers source Lithium Ion Battery from China, Japan and South 
Korea among some other countries.  

• India is one of the largest importers of Lithium Ion Batteries.  
• The development is a validation of the capabilities of CSIR and its laboratories to meet 

technology in critical areas to support our industry, besides other sectors.  
• Li-Ion batteries have applications in Energy Storage System – from hearing aid to container 

sized batteries to power a cluster of villages, Electric Vehicles (2-wheeler, 3-wheeler, 4-wheeler 
and Bus), portable electronic sector, Grid Storage, Telecom and Telecommunication Towers, 
Medical Devices, Household and Office Power Back (UPS), Powering Robots in Processing 
Industry.  

• Lithium-ion batteries can power any electrical application without the need of physical wires-
means wireless.  
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(5) Zika 

What is Zika? 
• Zika is an arbovirus infection which occurs through the bite of several different species of 

Aedes mosquitoes, including the Aedes aegypti which is active during the day; it can also be 
transmitted sexually. 

• The virus was first isolated from a rhesus monkey in Uganda in the Zika forest, near the 
western shore of Lake Victoria, in 1947,and hence the name. 

• The mosquito-borne virus spread in many African and Asian countries but caused no harm. 
But in 2007, more than a hundred cases were informed. 

 
What are the symptoms? 
• Most people infected with the virus do not develop symptoms. When they are manifested, the 

symptoms are similar to those of flu, including fever body ache, headache etc. 
• WHO says these symptoms can be treated with common pain and fever medicines, rest and 

plenty of water. If the symptoms worsen, people should seek medical advice. 
• Additional symptoms can include the occasional rash like in dengue, while some patients also 

have conjunctivitis. 
• The incubation period of Zika virus is estimated to be 3-14 days. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Zika in India 
• In May last year, the WHO issued a report that said the Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare-Government of India (MoHFW)reported three laboratory-confirmed cases of Zika 
virus disease in Bapunagar area, Ahmedabad District, Gujarat State, India and in July the same 
year a single case was reported from Tamil Nadu‘s Krishnagiri district. 

• Recently  80+ cases reported 23 have been concentrated in parts of Jaipur of which 22 are being 
pregnant women. This may cause microcephaly. 
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(6) Gene Editing Technology 

Context 
• Recently a Chinese researcher, He Jiankui of Southern University of Science and Technology in 

Shenzhen claim that he had altered the genes of a human embryo that eventually resulted in 
the birth of twin girls earlier this month. If proven, it would be the first instance of human 
offspring having been produced with specific desired attributes, using newly-developed tools 
of gene ―editing‖. 

• In the case of the new-born Chinese babies, the genes were ―edited‖ to ensure that they do not 
get infected with HIV, the virus that causes AIDS. 

 
Technology 
• Genes contain the bio-information that defines any individual. Physical attributes like height, 

skin or hair colour, more subtle features like intelligence or eyesight, susceptibility to certain 
diseases, and even behavioural traits can be attributed to information encoded in the genetic 
material. 

• An ability to alter this information gives scientists the power to control some ofthese features. 
• CRISPR (short for Clustered Regularly Interspaced Short Palindromic Repeats) technology is a 

relatively new, and the most efficient, tool for gene ―editing‖ developed in the last one decade. 
• The technology replicates a natural defence mechanism in bacteria to fight virus attacks, using 

a special protein called Cas9. 
• CRISPR-Cas9 technology behaves like acut-and-paste mechanism on DNA strands that contain 

genetic information. 
• The specific location of the genetic codes that need to be changed, or ―edited‖, is identified on 

the DNA strand, and then, using the Cas9 protein, which acts like a pair of scissors, that 
location is cut off from the strand. 

• A DNA strand, when broken, has a natural tendency to repair itself. Scientists intervene 
during this auto-repair process, supplying the desired sequence of genetic codes that binds 
itself with the broken DNA strand. 

  

(7) World Malaria Report 2018 

• Released by WHO. The report depends on data released by national malaria control programs 
and other partners who work in endemic countries. 
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• This year‘s report has a special focus on 11countries – the only non-African country given a 

special focus in the report is India. 
 
• Just these 11 countries account for 70% of the global malaria burden – or 151 million cases and 

2,74,000 deaths – in 2017. Five of these countries, including India, account for nearly half of all 
malaria cases worldwide –Nigeria leads at 25%, followed by the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo(11%), Mozambique (5%), India (4%) and Uganda (4%). 

• In total, the World Malaria Report 2018examines data from 91 countries which have an 
ongoing transmission of malaria. 

 
India shows a decline in malaria 
• India has 4% of the global malaria burden. Between 2016 and 2017, India showed an 

impressive 24% reduction in malaria cases or a reduction of three million cases.  
• Out of all the 11 highest burden countries, India is the only one to record a substantial drop. 
• Odisha has become a model State in malaria control. A new collaborative initiative by the State 

Government aimed at strengthening malaria control interventions has shown 85 per cent 
decline in average monthly malaria cases in the State. 

 
World Health Organization 
• The World Health Organization (WHO) is a specialized agency of the United Nations that is 

concerned with international public health. 
• It was established on 7 April 1948, and is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland.  
• The WHO is a member of the United Nations Development Group.  
• Its predecessor, the Health Organization, was an agency of the League of Nations. 
• Since its establishment, it has played a leading role in the eradication of smallpox. Its current 

priorities include communicable diseases, in particular HIV/AIDS, Ebola, malaria and 
tuberculosis. 

• The WHO is responsible for the World Health Report, the worldwide World Health Survey, 
and World Health Day. 

 

(8) Hepatitis B 

• It is a viral infection that attacks the liver and can cause both acute and chronic disease.  
• The virus is highly contagious and is transmitted through contact with the blood or other body 

fluids of an infected person.  
• It is transmitted when blood, semen or another body fluid from a person infected with the 

Hepatitis B virus, enters the body of someone who is not infected.  
• This can happen through sexual contact; sharing needles/syringes, needle injuries; or other 

invasive equipment; or from mother to baby at birth.  
• There is no specific treatment for acute Hepatitis B disease.  
 
What is the Issue recently? 
• In 2015 the global prevalence of Hepatitis B Virus (HBV) infection in the general population 

was estimated at 3.5% with about 257 million persons living with chronic HBV infection.  
• It is estimated that about 780,000 people die each year due to consequences of Hepatitis B, such 

as liver cirrhosis and liver cancer.  
• Prevalence of Hepatitis B among general population in India ranges from 2 to 8%, which 

places India in an intermediate HBV endemicity zone, and India with 50 million cases is also 
the second largest global pool of chronic HBV infections.  
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• Among healthcare workers the prevalence is two to four times higher than that of the general 

population.  
• HBV infection is a well-recognized occupational risk for health-care workers (including 

trainees), and others (e.g. housekeeping staff, emergency workers) exposed to infected blood 
and body fluids or blood-contaminated environments.  

 
Initiatives Taken 
• Hepatitis B vaccination safeguards health workers when administered early, ideally before 

occupational exposure, and provides greater protection for patients from infection through 
exposure to contaminated environments or infected workers.  

• The Health Ministry is already taking many initiatives to prevent Hepatitis B which include 
the Hepatitis B vaccine that is given at birth and as a part of routine immunization under the 
Universal Immunization Programme.  

• Use of auto disposable syringes for vaccination to prevent spread through contaminated 
syringes  

• Proper disposal of bio-medical waste.  
• Only 16-60% of healthcare workers have received complete HBV immunization.  
• The vaccination remains effective for a long period  
 

(9) LiDAR 

• LIDAR stands for Light Detection and Ranging.  
• It is a remote sensing method that uses light in the form of a pulsed laser to measure ranges 

(variable distances) to the Earth.  
• These light pulses combined with other data recorded by the airborne system generate precise, 

three-dimensional information about the shape of the Earth and its surface characteristics.  
• A LIDAR instrument principally consists of a laser, a scanner, and a specialized GPS receiver.  
• Airplanes and helicopters are the most commonly used platforms for acquiring LIDAR data 

over broad areas.  
• Topographic LIDAR typically uses a near-infrared laser to map the land, while bathymetric 

LIDAR uses water-penetrating green light to also measure seafloor and riverbed elevations.  
• LIDAR systems allow scientists and mapping professionals to examine both natural and 

manmade environments with accuracy, precision, and flexibility.  
• LIDAR data supports activities such as inundation and storm surge modelling, hydrodynamic 

modelling, shoreline mapping, emergency response, hydrographic surveying, and coastal 
vulnerability analysis.  

 

(10) SPARC Scheme 

• SPARC scheme aims at improving the research ecosystem of India‘s higher educational 
institutions by facilitating academic and research collaborations between Indian Institutions 
and the best institutions in the world.  

• Government in August 2018 had sanctioned the scheme ―Scheme for Promotion of Academic 
and Research Collaboration (SPARC)‖ at a total cost of Rs.418 Cr for implementation till 2020.  

• Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur is the National Coordinating Institute to implement 
the SPARC programme.  

•  This Scheme is expected to have a major impact  
o in providing the best international expertise to address major national problems, expose 

Indian academicians to the best collaborators abroad  
o enable international faculty to stay in India for a longer duration  
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o provide Indian students an opportunity to work in the world class laboratories  
o to develop strong bilateral relationships in research  
 
o Improve the international ranking of Indian Institutes.  
 

(11) National Health Profile-2018 and National Health Resource Repository 

• Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare released the National Health Profile (NHP)-2018 
prepared by the Central Bureau of Health Intelligence (CBHI).  

• The National Health Profile covers demographic, socioeconomic, health status and health 
finance indicators, along with comprehensive information on health infrastructure and human 
resources in health.  

• Minister of Health and Family Welfare also launched the National Health Resource Repository 
(NHRR) - Country‗s first ever national healthcare facility registry of authentic, standardized 
and updated geo-spatial data of all public and private healthcare establishments.  

• NHRR will be the ultimate platform for comprehensive information of both, Private and 
Public healthcare establishments including Railways, ESIC, Defense and Petroleum healthcare 
establishments.  

• The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is the project technology partner adhering to 
paramount Data Security.  

 

(12) Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievements (ARIIA) 

Why is News  
Union Ministry for HRD has launched the Innovation Cell and Atal Ranking of Institutions on 
Innovation Achievements (ARIIA)at AICTE, New Delhi.  
 
About Innovation Cell  
• Innovation cell is MHRD‘s initiative and has been established at AICTE premises with a 

purpose to systematically foster the culture of Innovation in all Higher Education Institutions 
(HEIs) across the country.  

• The primary mandate of Innovation Cell is to encourage, inspire and nurture young students 
by exposing them to new ideas and processes resulting in innovative activities in their 
formative years fostered through Network of Innovation clubs in Higher Educational 
Institutions.  

 
Major Programs  
• Network of Innovation Clubs (NIC)  
•  Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievements (ARIIA)  
• Smart India Hackathon (SIH) 2019  
• National Student Startup Policy (NSSP)  
 
Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievements (ARIIA)  
• To systematically rank education institutions and universities primarily on innovation related 

indicators.  
• ARIIA considers all major indicators which are commonly used globally to rank most 

innovative education institutions/ universities in the world.  
• More than quantity, ARIIA will focus on quality of innovations and will try to measure the 

real impact created by these innovations nationally and internationally.  
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Parameters 
• Budget Expenses and Revenue generated through Innovation and entrepreneurship 

development.  
• Facilitating access to advance centres / facilities and entrepreneurial support system.  
• Idea to Entrepreneurship.  
• Development of Innovation Ecosystems Supported through Teaching & Learning.  
• Best innovative solutions Developed In-house for Improving Governance of Your Institution.  
• India has already been improving on global stage in terms of Innovation ranking from 86th 

place, 5 years ago, to 57th place this year. 
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POLITY 
 

(1) Net Neutrality Regulations 

Net-Neutrality meaning 
It means that users should have neutral access to all lawful content and applications on the 
internet, regardless of the source, without the government or ISPs influencing your choices 
through pricing or selective access. 
 
Recent TRAI order on Net Neutrality 
• Telecom Commission has accepted the recommendations made by regulatory body 

TRAI(Telecom Regulatory Association of India) 
• The telecom regulator has ruled that if a service provider is found violating the regulation, 

there will be a penalty of Rs 50,000 for each day of contravention, subject to a maximum of Rs 
50Lakhs. 

• TRAI‗s order has supported the principle of the open Internet, and says that differential data 
pricing might ―reduce the network effects associated with Internet as the usage of the broad 
Internet as it exists may go down,‖ 

• The TRAI order ends the debate on the issue by prohibiting all such data services which 
provided access to some websites for free. 

• The focal point of the order is this: TSPs or service providers can‘t charge differently for data 
services based on content. Nor can they enter into any arrangement or contract for allowing 
such discriminatory tariffs for data. 

 
Has TRAI made any exceptions in its order? 
• The regulator has made an exception in situations of grave emergency. The order says that in a 

situation of public calamity a TSP can introduce reduced tariff for accessing or providing 
emergency services. However, the same has to be reported to the regulator within seven 
working days. TRAI will decide if the tariff qualifies under the exception. 

 

(2) Personal Data Protection Bill, 2018 

Context 
• Justice Sri Krishna Committee released the first draft of the Personal Data Protection Bill, 2018.  
• It combines Europe‗s General Data Protection Regulation and India‗s Information Technology 

Act, 2000. 
• It includes some of the positive features like broader definitions, horizontal application, extra-

territorial jurisdiction and steep penalties for violations, as well as negative features like data 
localization requirements, many exceptions to state related processing. 

 
The Draft Personal Data Protection Bill, 2018 
Rights of the individual 
The Bill sets out certain rights of the individual. These include: 
• Right to obtain confirmation from the fiduciary on whether its personal data has been 

processed. 
• Right to seek correction of inaccurate, incomplete, or out-of-date personal data 
• Right to have personal data transferred to any other data fiduciary in certain circumstances. 
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Obligations of the data fiduciary 
The Bill sets out obligations of the entity that has access to the personal data (data fiduciary). 
These include: 
• Implementation of policies with regard to processing of data 
• Maintaining transparency with regard to its practices on processing data, 
• Implementing security safeguards (such, as encryption of data) 
• Instituting grievance redressal mechanisms to address complaints of individuals. 
 
Data Protection Authority 
The Bill provides for the establishment of a Data Protection Authority. The Authority is 
empowered to: 
• Take steps to protect interests of individuals, 
• Prevent misuse of personal data, and 
• Ensure compliance with the Bill. 
• It will consist of a chairperson and six members, with knowledge of at least 10 years in the 

field of data 
• Protection and information technology. 
 
Grounds for processing personal data 
The Bill allows processing of data by fiduciaries if consent is provided. However, in certain 
circumstances, processing of data may be permitted without consent of the individual. These 
grounds include: 
• if necessary for any function of Parliament or state legislature, or if required by the state for 

providing benefits to the individual, 
• if required under law or for the compliance of any court judgment, 
• To respond to a medical emergency, threat to public health or breakdown of public order, 
• For reasonable purposes specified by the Authority, related to activities such as fraud 

detection, debt recovery, and whistle blowing. 
 
Transfer of data outside India 
Personal data (except sensitive personal data) may be transferred outside India under certain 
conditions. These include: 
• Where the central government has prescribed that transfers to a particular country are 

permissible, or 
• Where the Authority approves the transfer in a situation of necessity. 
 
Offences and Penalties 
Under the Bill, the Authority may levy penalties for various offences by the fiduciary including 
• Failure to perform its duties, 
• Data processing in violation of the Bill, 
• Failure to comply with directions issued by the Authority. 

For example, under the Bill, the fiduciary is required to notify the Authority of any personal 
data breach which is likely to cause harm to the individual. Failure to promptly notify the 
Authority can attract a penalty of the higher of Rs 5 crore or 2% of the worldwide turnover of 
the fiduciary. 

 
Issues with the Bill 
• Mandating localization of all personal data as proposed in the bill is likely to become a trade 

barrier in the key markets. 
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• Startups from India that are going global may not be able to leverage global cloud platforms 

and will face similar barriers as they expand in new markets 
• While the bill intends to improve transparency and accountability, authority—comprising a 

chair person and six other members appointed by the central government—would hardly 
operate autonomously. 

• The bill provides excessive powers (to) the central government, especially under Section 98 
which not only bound by directions on questions of policy in which the decision of the central 
government is final. 

• Bill does not allow Indians to ask companies to completely delete data they have shared, an 
accepted practice in the EU. 

• The ―right to be forgotten‖ suggested in the bill only allows individuals to restrict companies 
from using their data. 

• The proposed law is similar to the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) of the 
European Union which raises more concerns, for example , India has proposed that any 
company that fails to comply with the law will be fined Rs5 crore ($727,450) or 2% of its 
turnover, whichever is higher. The severity of this punishment mirrors that of the GDPR, 
which fines companies €20 million ($23 million) or 4% of turnover. 

 

(3) Lynching 

Origin of Lynching: Dictionary meaning of Lynch says, "kill someone for an alleged offence 
without a legal trial." 
 
Lynching Problem 
The Indian Penal Code (IPC) does not mention the word "lynching". However, Section 223(a) of 
the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC), 1973 states that persons or a mob involved in the same 
offence in the same act can be tried together. 
 
Lynching cases in India 
• In India, lynchings generally reflect internal tensions between numerous ethnic communities 

in the country. 
• There have been numerous lynchings in relation to cow vigilante violence in India since 2014, 

mainly involving Hindu mobs lynching Indian Muslims and Dalits. Some notable examples of 
such attacks include the 2015 Dadri mob lynching, the 2016 Jharkhand mob lynching, and the 
2017Alwar mob lynching 

 
Recent Supreme Court Guidelines 
• The Supreme Court recommended that the Parliament may create a special law against 

lynching. 
• Court asserted that it is the State‗s duty to prevent any sort of mob vigilantism. 
 
The has Court issued the following directives  
Preventive Measures 
• The State Governments shall designate, a senior police officer, not below the rank of 

Superintendent of Police, as Nodal Officer in each district. 
• They shall constitute a special task force so as to procure intelligence reports about the people 

who are likely to commit such crimes or who are involved in spreading hate speeches, 
provocative statements and fake news. 
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• The State Governments shall forthwith identify Districts, Sub-Divisions and/or Villages where 

instances of lynching and mob violence have been reported in the recent past, say, in the last 
five years. 

• It shall be the duty of every police officer to cause a mob to disperse, by exercising his power 
under Section 129 of CrPC, which, in his opinion, has a tendency to cause violence or wreak 
the havoc of lynching in the disguise of vigilantism or other. 

• The Central and the State Governments should broadcast on radio and television and other 
media platforms including the official websites of the Home Department and Police of the 
States that lynching and mob violence of any kind shall invite serious consequence. 

• It shall be the duty of the Central Government as well as the State Governments to take steps 
to curb and stop dissemination of irresponsible and explosive messages, videos and other 
material on various social media platforms which have a tendency to incite mob violence. 

 
Remedial Measures 
• Despite the preventive measures taken by the State Police, if it comes to the notice of the local 

police that an incident of lynching or mob violence has taken place, the jurisdictional police 
station shall immediately cause to lodge an FIR, without any delay. 

• Investigation in such offences shall be personally monitored by the Nodal Officer who shall be 
duty bound to ensure that the investigation is carried out effectively and the charge-sheet in 
such cases is filed within the statutory period from the date of FIR lodged. 

• The cases of lynching and mob violence shall be specifically tried by designated court/Fast 
Track Courts earmarked for that purpose in each district. Such courts shall hold trial of the 
case on a day to day basis and stipulated time is to be 6 months. 

 
Punitive Measures 
• Wherever it is found that a police officer or an officer of the district administration has failed to 

comply with the aforesaid directions in order to prevent and/or investigate and/or facilitate 
expeditious trial of any crime of mob violence and lynching, the same shall be considered as an 
act of deliberate negligence and/or misconduct for which appropriate action must be taken 
against him/her and not limited to departmental action under the service rules. 

 

(4) DNA Profiling Bill 

What DNA Profiling is all about? 
• DNA stands for deoxyribonucleic acid, the strands of identity that living beings receive from 

their ancestors. Outside of identical twins, no two people have the same DNA pattern. DNA 
fingerprinting also has certain distinctive features. 

• In 1987, the DNA fingerprinting was utilized as a tool for criminal investigation, to establish 
blood relations and trace medical history. Investigators would find "anonymous DNA" at the 
crime scene and compare it with the DNA of suspects for possible matches. The investigator 
would generally use a swab to collect bodily substances from a suspect's mouth to match it 
with DNA collected from the crime scene. 

• Prior to the use of DNA, identification was heavily based on finger prints, foot prints, blood, or 
other evidence that a suspect may have left behind after committing a crime.  

 
DNA Profiling Bill in India 
• The aim of that legislation was to set in place an institutional mechanism to collect and deploy 

DNA technologies to identify persons based on samples collected from crime scenes or for 
identifying missing persons. 
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• It allows law enforcement agencies to collect DNA samples, create ―DNA profiles and special 

data banks for forensic-criminal investigations. 
• It states that all DNA data, including DNA samples, DNA profiles and records, will be only 

used for identification of the person and not for any other purpose. 
 
• It creates DNA Profiling Board (DPB) that will be final authority that will authorize creation of 

State-level DNA databanks, approve the methods of collection and analysis of DNA-
technologies. 

 
Concerns raised against India's DNA profiling Bill 
Privacy 
• DNA information can reveal details such as a person‗s looks, eye colour or skin colour, as well 

as more intrusive information such as allergies, susceptibility to diseases, etc. 
• The Bill does not have adequate safeguards against the collection and storage of such 

information, and its misuse. It provides for deletion of DNA information in certain cases, for 
example, when a missing child has been found — but has no provision for informing the 
person that the profile has been deleted. 

• The Bill does not say who can access the database, and does not provide a guarantee that it 
would not be used for anything other than the specified purpose. 

 
Technology 
• DNA matching technology is not entirely foolproof, and that there are chances, even if very 

low, of erroneous results. 
 
Utility 
• It has been argued that adding larger numbers of entries to the data bank does not lead to 

better conviction rates. In the UK, convictions dropped in the year in which the most DNA 
profiles were created. DNA profiles, critics say, should be created only in cases of serious 
crimes. 

• The Law Commission cites the use of the 13 CODIS (Combined DNA Index System) profiling 
standard as a means to protecting privacy in its report — this standard has yet to find its way 
in the text of the Bill. 

• The implications of creating regional and national level DNA databanks need to be fully 
understood and publicly debated. 

 

(5) The Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, Protection and Rehabilitation) 
Bill, 2018 

What do you mean by Human trafficking? 
• As per the definition given by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)- 

Trafficking in Persons as the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of 
persons ,by means of the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of 
fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or 
receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over 
another person, for the purpose of exploitation. 

• Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the exploitation of the prostitution of others or other 
forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, 
servitude or the removal of organs. 
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Features /Highlights of the Bill 
• Establishment of a National Anti-Trafficking Bureau to investigate trafficking cases and 

implement provisions of the Bill. The Bureau will comprise of police officers, and any other 
officers as required. It may take over the investigation of any offence under the Bill, that has 
been referred to it by two or more states. 

• Under the Bill, the state government will appoint a State Nodal Officer. He will be responsible 
for 

 o Follow up action under the Bill, as per the instructions of the State Anti-Trafficking 
Committee. 

 o Providing relief and rehabilitation services.  
• The state government will also appoint a Police Nodal Officer at the state and district levels.  
• The state government will also designate Trafficking Police Officers for each district, to deal 

with all matters related to trafficking in the district. 
• The Bill also provides for the setting up of Anti-Trafficking Units (ATUs) at the district level. 

ATUs will deal with the prevention, rescue, and protection of victims and witnesses, and for 
the investigation and prosecution of trafficking offences. In districts where an ATU is not 
functional, this responsibility will be taken up by the local police station 

• It creates economic deterrence by attachment and forfeiture of property and freezing of bank 
accounts used for trafficking. 

• It directs surveys, awareness generation and community-based rehabilitation and the creation 
of a special action plan for prevention of trafficking. 

• It provides a right to rehabilitation to survivors through 
 o Special rehabilitation agencies at all levels. 
 o A dedicated rehabilitation fund for survivors for assistance in the form of psychological, 

social and economic rehabilitation, which is not contingent upon conviction. 
 o It provides capital, infrastructure and skill development to survivors to become self-

dependent. 
• It creates designated courts and special prosecutors for time-bound prosecution of offenders. 
• The Bill protects and rehabilitates child victims of trafficking, but leaves it to the choice and 

agency of an adult sex worker to accept or decline the option of rehabilitation. It does not 
resort to institutionalization, but only provides the option of a safe place to stay to survivors. 

• The Bill uses and extends the existing definition of trafficking as provided for in Section 370 of 
the Indian Penal Code 1860. The term ―exploitation in this Section includes both physical and 
sexual exploitation. 

• The Bill recognises the levels of severity of the crime of trafficking caused by increased levels 
of vulnerability of the victim, span of the crime and its long-term implications. 

• The Bill does not criminalise voluntary sex work. It is aims at criminalisation of trafficking in 
line with the already existing definition of trafficking under Section 370 of the Indian Penal 
Code 1860. 

 

(6) Article 35 A 

Context 
• A three-judge bench of the Supreme Court (SC) comprising Chief Justice of India is currently 

hearing a batch of petitions challenging the constitutional validity of Article 35A. 
 
What is Article 35-A 
• Article 35A of the constitution empowers J&K legislature to define state's "permanent 

residents" and their special rights and privileges. 
 



  P a g e  | 33 
 

 

 

 
• It was added to the constitution through a presidential order of 1954 with the then J&K 

government's concurrence. 
• Article 35A, not a part of the original Constitution, was conceived under the 1952 Delhi 

Agreement entered into by Jammu and Kashmir with India. Article 35A is one such exception 
issued through Presidential Order in 1954. 

 
Who are Permanent Residents 
• Jammu and Kashmir Assembly defined Permanent Resident as a person who was a state 

subject on May 14, 1954 or who had been a resident of the state for 10 years and has "lawfully 
acquired immovable property in the state." 

• A person who is not a permanent resident of Jammu and Kashmir is not allowed to buy or 
own properties in the state or vote in state Assembly election or contest election to the state 
Assembly. An outsider cannot get a job in the Jammu and Kashmir government. 

 
About the petition 
• A writ petition filed by NGO ‗We the Citizens‘ challenges the validity of both Article 35A and 

Article 370. 
• It argues that four representatives from Kashmir were part of the Constituent Assembly 

involved in the drafting of the Constitution and the State of Jammu and Kashmir was never 
accorded any special status in the Constitution. 

• Article 370 was only a ‗temporary provision‘ to help bring normality in Jammu and Kashmir 
and strengthen democracy in that State. 

• The Constitution-makers did not intend Article 370 to be a tool to bring permanent 
amendments, like Article 35A, in the Constitution. 

• The petition said Article 35 A is against the ―very spirit of oneness of India‖ as it creates a class 
within a class of Indian citizens. 

 

(7) The Consumer Protection Bill, 2018 

Context 
Consumer Protection Bill, 2018 was introduced in Lok Sabha in 2018. The Bill replaces the 
Consumer Protection Act, 1986. 
 
How is the 2018 Bill different from the 1986 Act? 
• The Bill adds various provisions for consumer protection that were absent in the 1986 Act. Key 

among the mare the provisions on product liability and unfair contracts. 
• Under product liability, when a consumer suffers an injury, property damage or death due to a 

defect in a product or service, he can file a claim for compensation under product liability. 
• The Bill outlines cases in which the product manufacturer, service provider and seller will be 

held guilty under product liability. 
• Under the proposed law, to claim product liability, an aggrieved consumer has to prove any 

one of the conditions mentioned in the Bill with regard to a manufacturer, service provider 
and seller, as the case maybe. 

• An unfair contract has been defined as a contract between a consumer and manufacturer/ 
service provider if it causes significant change in consumer rights. 

• Unfair contracts cover six terms, such as payment of excessive security deposits in an 
arrangement, disproportionate penalty for a breach, and unilateral termination without cause. 

• The consumer courts being set up under the Bill will determine contract terms to be unfair and 
declare them null and void. 
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Different bodies being set up under the Bill 
• Consumer Protection Councils as advisory bodies, who will advise on protection and 

promotion of consumer rights. 
• Central Consumer Protection Authority promote, protect, and enforce consumer rights 
 o This Authority can also pass orders to prevent unfair and restrictive trade practices, such 

as selling goods not complying with standards, and impose penalties for false and 
misleading advertisements. 

• The Bill also sets up the Consumer Disputes Redressal Commissions, known as consumer 
courts at the district, state and national levels. 

 o These Commissions will adjudicate a broad range of complaints, including complaints on 
defective goods and deficient services of varying values. 

• The Bill also adds a provision for alternate dispute redressal mechanism. As part of this, 
mediation cells will be attached with the Consumer Disputes Redressal Commissions. 

 
Penal provisions under the Bill 
• The Bill increases penalties for different offences specified in it. It also adds penalties for 

offences such as issuing misleading advertisements, and manufacturing and selling 
adulterated or spurious goods. 

• The manufacturer can be punished with imprisonment of up to two years, which may extend 
to five years for every subsequent offence. 

• The Authority can also prohibit the endorser of a misleading advertisement from endorsing 
any particular product or service for a period of up to one year. 

 

(8) Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act 

Context 
Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 was amended in order to provide paid maternity leave entitlement 
from 12 to 26weeks for all women in establishments with greater than 10 employees.  
 
Main features of the Act-After the Amendment 
• Women working in the organized sector will now be entitled to paid maternity leave of 26 

weeks, up from12 weeks. Once the Bill is law, it will benefit about 1.8 million women. 
• The Bill also provides for maternity leave of 12 weeks to mothers adopting a child below the 

age of three months as well as to commissioning mothers (defined as a biological mother) who 
uses her egg to have a surrogate child. 

• It also makes it mandatory for every establishment with more than 50 employees to provide 
creche facilities within a prescribed distance. The woman will be allowed four visits to the 
creche in a day.  

• The new law will apply to all establishments employing 10 or more people and the entitlement 
will be for only up to first two children. For third child, the entitlement will be for only 12 
weeks. 

• The Bill has a provision under which an employer can permit a woman to work from home, if 
the nature of work assigned permits her to do so. This option can be availed of, after the period 
of maternity leave, for a duration that is mutually decided by the employer and the woman. 

• The amendments would ensure that full maternal care is provided during the full bloom 
period and will encourage more women to join the workforce in organized sector. 

 

(9) Citizenship Amendment Bill, 2016 

• The Citizenship Amendment Bill 2016 seeks to allow illegal migrants from certain minority 
communities in Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan eligible for Indian citizenship. 
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• It amends the Citizenship Act of 1955. 
 
Key Features of the Bill 
a) Definition of illegal migrants 
• The Citizenship Act, 1955 prohibits illegal migrants from acquiring Indian citizenship. 
 
• The Bill amends the Act to provide that the following minority groups will not be treated as 

illegal migrants: Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and Christians from Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh and Pakistan. 

• However, to get this benefit, they must have also been exempted from the Foreigners Act, 1946 
and the Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920 by the central government. 

b) Citizenship by naturalisation 
• The 1955 Act allows a person to apply for citizenship by naturalisation if he meets certain 

qualifications. 
• One of these is that the person must have resided in India or served the central government for 

a certain period of time:  
 o for the 12 months immediately preceding the application for citizenship, and  
 o for 11 of the 14 years preceding the 12-month period. 
 o For people belonging to the same six religions and three countries, the Bill relaxes the 11-

year requirement to six years. 
c) Cancellation of registration of Overseas Citizen of India cardholder 
• The 1955 Act provides that the central government may cancel registration of OCIs on various 

grounds, including:  
 o if the OCI had registered through fraud, or  
 o if within five years of registration, the OCI was sentenced to imprisonment for two years or 

more. 
• The Bill adds one more ground for cancelling registration, that is, if the OCI has violated any 

law in the country. 
 
The Citizenship Act, 1955 
• The Citizenship Act, 1955 regulates who may acquire Indian citizenship and on what grounds.  
• Indian citizen : A person may become an Indian citizen if  
 o they are born in India  
 o have Indian parentage  
 o have resided in the country over a period of time, etc 
• However, illegal migrants are prohibited from acquiring Indian citizenship.  

Illegal Migrant: A foreigner who enters the country without valid travel documents, like a 
passport and visa or enters with valid documents, but stays beyond the permitted time period.  

• Illegal migrants may be imprisoned or deported under the Foreigners Act, 1946 and the 
Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920.  

• The 1946 and the 1920 Acts empower the central government to regulate the entry, exit and 
residence of foreigners within India.  

 
Overseas Citizen of India (OCI)  
• A foreigner may register as an OCI under the 1955 Act if they are of Indian origin (eg. former 

citizen of India or their descendants) or the spouse of a person of Indian origin.  
• This will entitle them to benefits such as the right to travel to India, and to work and study in 

the country.  
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(10) Aadhaar Verdict 

About Aadhaar 
• Aadhaar is a 12-digit unique identification number issued to Indian citizens by the Central 

government. It is issued and managed by the UIDAI. 
• Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) is a statutory authority established under the 

Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology. 
 
• Under the Aadhaar Act 2016, UIDAI is responsible for Aadhaar enrolment and authentication, 

including operation and management of all stages of Aadhaar lifecycle, developing the policy, 
procedure and system for issuing Aadhaar numbers to individuals and perform authentication 
and also required to ensure the security of identity information and authentication records of 
individuals. 

• Aadhaar is not a proof of citizenship. It is essentially an identification document issued by the 
UIDAI after it records and verifies every Indian resident‘s details. 

• These details include biometric and demographic data.  
• With 1.123 billion enrolled members as of 28 February 2017 and over 99% of Indians aged 18 

and above being enrolled 
 
Aadhaar Verdict- What Supreme Court Views 
• Recently Supreme Court in a majority verdict, upheld the constitutional validity of the 

Aadhaar Act, but said it obtaining one continues to remain voluntary.  
• However, it has struck and read down certain sections of the Act. While upholding the 

constitutional validity of Aadhaar scheme. 
• Supreme Court has ruled that Aadhaar Act doesn‘t violate your right to privacy when you 

agree to share biometric data. 
 
Where do we need to submit Aadhaar? 
• The Supreme Court said private companies cannot seek Aadhaar data. This means no private 

company can force a person to submit your Aadhaar data to purchase or avail of a service. 
• With regard to telecom services, the Supreme Court struck down the circular issued by TRAI 

in March 2017 mandating linking of mobile number with Aadhaar. 
• Banks and other financial institutions cannot seek Aadhaar data.  
• It also ruled that educational institutes cannot seek Aadhaar during admissions in schools. 
 
What parts of the Aadhaar Act has the court struck down? 
• Section 33(1) which allows disclosure of information, including identity and authentication 

records, if ordered by a court not inferior to that of a District Judge.  
• Section 33(2) of the Act which allowed identity and authentication data to be disclosed in the 

interest of national security on direction of an officer not below the rank of Joint Secretary to 
the Government of India. The Apex court ruled that a Judicial Officer (preferably a sitting 
High Court Judge) should be associated with it and that the government should bring in 
legislation to this effect. 

• Section 47 : Under this Section, no individual was allowed to file a complaint if he/she felt 
their data was leaked or misused. The court ruled that exclusion of individuals from filing 
complaints was arbitrary. Therefore, any individual will now be allowed to file a complaint if 
he/she feels their data has been compromised. 

• Section 57: refers to the use of Aadhaar data by any ―body corporate or person‖ to establish the 
identity of an individual. Supreme Court found this section to be unconstitutional.  
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• The court also ruled that authentication record should not be kept beyond the period of six 

months and the provision that allowed archive records for five years has been struck down. 
 
National Registry of Sexual Offenders 
• India has become the 9th country in the world to have a National Database on Sexual 

Offenders (NDSO) after the first of its kind national sex offenders' registry was launched with 
names and details of 4.4 lakh people convicted for various sexual offences since 2005. 

• The database includes the name, address, photograph, fingerprint details, DNA samples, and 
PAN and Aadhaar numbers, of those convicted of sexual offences from across the country 
since 2005 onwards, including those convicted on charges of rape, gang rape, eve teasing and 
Protection of Children from Sexual Offenders Act(POCSO). 

• The Criminal Law Act, 2018, provides for a national registry of sexual offenders. Accessible 
only to law enforcement agencies. 

• It will be maintained by the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB). At present the database 
contains 4.4 lakh entries. 

• State police forces have been asked to regularly update the database from 2005onwards; this 
will help keep track of released convicts who have moved from one place to another. 

 

(11) Supreme Court Ruling on Adultery  
• The Supreme Court (SC) has struck down the Section 497 of the Indian Penal Code. 
• This section criminalized adultery by stating that if a man had consensual sexual intercourse 

with a married woman without her husband‘s consent, he is punishable by law. 
• Law was found to be in violation of Articles 21 and 14 of the Constitution, sections that confer 

the right to life and personal liberty and the right to equality, both fundamental rights. 
 
What is Section 497 of IPC? 
• Section 497 of the 158-year-old Indian Penal Code (IPC) says: "Whoever has sexual intercourse 

with a person who is and whom he knows or has reason to believe to be the wife of another 
man, without the consent or connivance of that man, such sexual intercourse not amounting to 
the offence of rape, is guilty of the offence of adultery." 

• The SC had upheld the law thrice earlier. But in 2017, the apex court said the time has come 
the law stops treating a woman as her husband‘s sub-ordinate, whose support can make the 
offence non-punishable – and treat the woman as equal to man. 

 
History 
• The First Law Commission of 1837, under Lord Macaulay, had not included adultery as a 

crime in the original IPC it had drafted, counting it only as a civil wrong. 
• The Second Law Commission in 1860, headed by Sir John Romilly, made adultery a crime but 

spared women from punishment for adultery due to the conditions in which they lived child 
marriage, age gap between spouses, and polygamy.  

 

(12) Right to Information (Amendment) Bill, 2018 

Context 
• Right to Information (RTI) activists have expressed apprehensions about the Right to 

Information (Amendment) Bill, 2018, and cautioned that the amendment could dilute or 
weaken the Act. 

• The Bill, which the government intends to amends, is aimed at giving the Centre the power to 
fix the tenures and salaries of state and central information commissioners. 
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• Instead of holding a public debate on making the Act more effective, the government is 

seeking to dilute its provisions 
 
Why Amendments were needed? 
• The Amendment Bill intends to empower the Central government to decide the tenures, 

salaries and allowances of the Chief Information Commissioner (CIC) and Information 
Commissioners (IC) of the Central Information Commission and State Information 
Commissions through delegated legislation 

• The Bill was deemed necessary because the existing provisions of the Act do not have an 
express provision regarding the salaries, allowances and other terms and conditions of service 
of the CIC and ICs. 

• Section 13(5) of the Act equates the salaries, allowances and other terms and conditions of 
service of the CIC and ICs to that of the Chief Election Commissioner(CEC) and Election 
Commissioners (ECs),respectively. 

• But According to the Government functions being carried out by the Election Commission of 
India and the Central and State Information Commissions are very different, thus it intends to 
rationalize the salaries of the information commissioners as while the information 
commissions are statutory authorities, the Election Commission was a constitutional body. 

• The Bill states that the salaries and tenures of the information commissioners at the Centre and 
in the states will be controlled by the Union government. 

 

(13) National e-Vidhan Application (NeVA) 

• NeVA, an initiative by Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs, 
• It aims to make the Legislatures of the country paperless by making the proceedings of the 

Houses digital.  
• It is an attempt to provide the information about the functioning of House to the common 

citizen.  
• The iOS and Google app of NeVA along with the NeVA Website, will act as a repository of 

data related to the business of all Legislatures in the country in a uniform manner.  
 
Importance of NeVA 
• The NeVA aims to live up-to its potential of being ‗One Nation, One Application‘.  
• This uniformity of database will lead to easy and effective engagement of citizens with the 

Government, which will lead to efficient delivery of services and ensure reliability, efficiency, 
transparency and accountability of all the stakeholders.  

• NeVA will bring Legislatures closer to citizens, thereby taking a decisive step in achievement 
of substantive democracy.  

 

(14) Special Category Status 

Why in News 
• Grant of ―Special Category Status‖ to states is out of purview of the Ṭerms of Reference of 

Finance Commission, said Chairman of Finance Commission Shri N.K.Singh.  
 
What is Special Category Status 
• The Constitution does not include any provision for categorisation of any State in India as a 

Special Category Status (SCS) State.  
• But, recognising that some regions in the country were historically disadvantaged in contrast 

to others, Central plan assistance to SCS States has been granted in the past by the erstwhile 
Planning Commission body, National Development Council (NDC).  
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• The NDC granted this status based on a number of features of the States which included:  
 o Hilly and difficult terrain  
 o Low population density or the presence of sizeable tribal population  
 o Strategic location along international borders  
 o Economic and infrastructural backwardness  
 o Non-viable nature of State finances.  
 
What kind of assistance do SCS States receive?  
• The SCS States used to receive block grants based on the Gadgil-Mukherjee formula, which 

effectively allowed for nearly 30 per cent of the Total Central Assistance to be transferred to 
SCS States as late as 2009-10.  

• Following the constitution of the NITI Aayog (after the dissolution of the Planning 
Commission) and the recommendations of the Fourteenth Finance Commission (FFC), Central 
plan assistance to SCS States has been subsumed in an increased devolution of the divisible 
pool to all States (from 32% in the 13th FC recommendations to 42%) and do not any longer 
appear in plan expenditure.  

• The FFC also recommended variables such as ―forest cover‖ to be included in devolution, with 
a weightage of 7.5 in the criteria and which could benefit north-eastern States that were 
previously given SCS assistance.  

• Besides, assistance to Centrally Sponsored Schemes for SCS States was given with 90% Central 
share and 10% State share.  

 

(15) Electoral Bonds 

• The Government of India has notified the Electoral Bond Scheme 2018 vide Gazette 
Notification No. 20 dated 02nd January 2018.  

• As per provisions of the Scheme, Electoral Bonds may be purchased by a person, who is a 
citizen of India or incorporated or established in India.  

• A person being an individual can buy Electoral Bonds, either singly or jointly with other 
individuals.  

• Only the Political Parties registered under Section 29A of the Representation of the People Act, 
1951 (43 of 1951) and which secured not less than one per cent of the votes polled in the last 
General Election to the House of the People or the Legislative Assembly of the State, shall be 
eligible to receive the Electoral Bonds.  

• The Electoral Bonds shall be encashed by an eligible Political Party only through a Bank 
account with the Authorized Bank.  

• Electoral Bonds shall be valid for fifteen calendar days from the date of issue and no payment 
shall be made to any payee Political Party if the Electoral Bond is deposited after expiry of the 
validity period.  

• The Electoral Bond deposited by an eligible Political Party in its account shall be credited on 
the same day  

 

(16) Finance Commission  
Article 280 of Indian Constitution 
(1)  The President shall, within two years from the commencement of this Constitution and  

thereafter at the expiration of every fifth year or at such earlier time as the President considers 
necessary, by order constitute a Finance Commission which shall consist of a Chairman and 
four other members to be appointed by the President. 
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(2) It shall be the duty of the Commission to make recommendations to the President as to: 
• the distribution between the Union and the States of the net proceeds of taxes which are to be, 

or may be, divided between them under this Chapter and the allocation between the States of 
the respective shares of such proceeds; 

• the principles which should govern the grants in aid of the revenues of the States out of the 
Consolidated Fund of India;  

• Any other matter referred to the Commission by the President in the interests of sound 
finance. 

•  The Commission shall determine their procedure and shall have such powers in the 
•  Performance of their functions as Parliament may by law confer on them. 
 
About 15th Finance Commission 
• The Fifteenth Finance Commission was constituted by the Government of India, after the 

approval from the President of India, through a notification in the Gazette of India in 
November 2017. 

• Nand Kishore Singh was appointed as the commission's chairman, with its full-time members 
being Shaktikanta Das and Anoop Singh and its part-time members being Ramesh Chand and 
Ashok Lahiri. 

• The commission was set up to give recommendations for five years commencing on 1 April 
2020. 
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ENVIRONMENT 
 

(1) Bio fuel 

What are Bio-Fuels? 
• Biofuel is a fuel derived from biomass resources such as agricultural wastes, crops, or grass. 
• Biofuels can complement or supplement conventional fossil fuels, such as petroleum, propane, 

coal, and natural gas. 
 
Primary Biofuels  
Those organic materials which are used in an unprocessed form such as fuel wood, wood chips 
and pellets, primarily for heating, cooking, electricity production. 
Secondary Biofuels : Those materials which result from processing of biomass. Example: Liquid 
fuels such as ethanol and biodiesel.  
 
Different Generation of Bio-fuels 
First Generation biofuels 
• These are produced directly from food crops by abstracting the oils for use in biodiesel or 

roducing bioethanol through fermentation.  
• Crops such as wheat and sugar are the most widely used feedstock for bioethanol while oil 

seed rape has proved a very effective crop for use in biodiesel. 
Second Generation biofuels  
• They are produced from non-food crops such as wood, organic waste, food crop waste and 

specific biomass crops.  
• Cellulosic ethanol technology fits in here, as do non-food crop technologies such asjatropha-

based biofuels. 
Third Generation of biofuels 
• It is based on improvements in the production of biomass. It takes advantage of specially 

engineered energy crops such as algae as its energy source.  
• The algae are cultured to act as a low-cost, high-energy andentirely renewable feedstock. It is 

predicted that algae will have the potential to produce more energy per acre than conventional 
crops. 

Fourth Generation Biofuels 
• Four Generation Bio-fuels are aimed at not only producing sustainable energy but also a way 

of capturing and storing Carbon Dioxide.  
• Biomass materials, which have absorbed CO2 while growing, are converted into fuel using the 

same processes as second generation biofuels.  
• This process differs from second and third generation production as at all stages of production 

the carbon dioxide is captured using processes such as oxy-fuel combustion. 
 

(2) National Policy on Biofuels 2018 

Main features of the Policy 
1. Categorization of Biofuels:  
 Biofuels will be categorized into  
 o Basic Biofuels: First Generation (1G) bioethanol & biodiesel  
 o Advanced Biofuels: Second Generation (2G) ethanol, Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) to 

drop-in fuels, Third Generation (3G) biofuels, bio-CNG etc. for providing appropriate 
financial and fiscal incentives under each category. 
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2. Expansion of the scope of raw materials for ethanol production: The Policy expands the type of 

bio-raw materials for ethanol production by including Sugarcane Juice, Sugar containing 
materials like Sugar Beet, Sweet Sorghum, Starch containing materials like Corn, Cassava, 
Damaged food grains like wheat, broken rice, Rotten Potatoes etc. which are unusable for 
human consumption. 

3. Surplus food grains can be used for ethanol production: During excess production, crop prices 
fall. Here, the Policy allows use of surplus food grains for production of ethanol with the 
approval of National Biofuel Coordination Committee. 

4. Viability Gap Funding: For the generation of Advanced Biofuels, the Policy proposes a 
viability gap funding scheme for 2G ethanol Bio refineries withRs. 5000 crore in 6 years. In 
addition to this, additional tax incentives, higher purchase price as compared to 1G biofuels 
will be given for 2G ethanol generation. 

5. Supply chain for biodiesel production: The Policy encourages setting up of supply chain 
mechanisms for biodiesel production from non-edible oilseeds, Used Cooking Oil, short 
gestation crops etc. 

6. National Policy also specifies the various benefits from the use of biofuels. These include 
reduction of import dependency, promoting cleaner environment, ensuring health benefits, 
waste management benefits, rising of infrastructure in rural areas besides providing additional 
income to the farmers. 

7. Efficient municipal solid waste (MSW) management, using technologies which can convert 
waste/plastic, MSW to drop in fuels. 

8. Benefits include a cleaner environment, with 10 million litres of E10helping cut carbon dioxide 
emissions by 20,000 tonnes. With the government expecting an ethanol supply of around 1.5 
billion litres in 2017-18, there will be aRs4,000 crore for ex savings and carbon dioxide emission 
reduction by three million tonnes. 

 
Issues with National Policy on Bio-Fuels, 2018 
An octane rating, or octane number, is a standard measure of the performance of an engine or 
aviation fuel. The higher the octane number, the more compression the fuel can withstand before 
detonating (igniting). In broad terms, fuels with a higher octane rating are used in high 
performance gasoline engines that require higher compression ratios. 
1. In the light of World Health Organization declaring 14 Indian Cities as among the most 

polluted in the world, National Policy on Biofuels hasn‘t talked about the octane number, 
which has a direct consequences on air quality. 

2. In present scenario, petrol is blended with cancer causing imported aromatics which boost 
octane rating, which has negative consequences on health. 

3. Government not considering the burning issues of vehicle emission, fuel octane efficiency 
rising fuel prices and air pollution while formulating National Policyon biofuels. 

 

(3) Asiatic Lion 

Context 
Twenty-three lions have died in as many days in the eastern part of Gujarat’s Gir sanctuary. 
 
About Asiatic Lion 
• The Asiatic Lion, which was once found in southeastern Europe, North Africa, the Middle East 

and India, today, is restricted to the Saurashtra region of Gujarat in India. 
• The lion population plummeted in the late 19th and early 20th century because of excessive 

hunting and famines. 
• The last surviving Asiatic lion outside this region was reported in 1884. 
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• In 2008, Asiatic lions were listed as "Endangered" on the International Union for Conservation 
of Nature's (IUCN) Red List of Threatened Species. 

• The Asiatic lion (also known as the Indian lion and Persian lion) is much smaller in size than 
its African counterpart. 

 
• The Gir sanctuary in Gujarat is the last habitat of the Asiatic lion of which 500-600survive. 
 
Reallocation of Lion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

(4) Ganga Praharis 

• A group of 427 trained volunteers are reaching to each and every house in areas along river 
Ganga to educate them about the importance of protecting river‘s biodiversity.  

• They are spread over Ganga basin states of Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand, Bihar and 
West Bengal.  

• Ganga Praharis are well trained in ecological monitoring of Ganga aqua life, plantation 
techniques, awareness creation and community mobilization.  

• They were trained through a series of national, state and site level workshops in diverse skills 
such as ecological surveys, rescue and rehabilitation of aquatic species, awareness meetings, 
social interactions and green livelihood skills.  

• The Ganga Praharis will be linked to various local environmental authorities, non-
governmental stakeholders in their respective states and various other national, academic and 
research institutions for their capacity development.  

Objective  
• Conserving the deteriorating biodiversity of river Ganga.  
• Motivating other people to spread the clean Ganga message.  
• Contributing in making clean Ganga mission a mass movement. Each Prahari shall work on 

the model of Each One Make Ten‘.  
 

(5) Methanol Economy 

About Methanol 
• Methanol is a clean fuel which can replace  
 o petrol & diesel in transportation & LPG  
 o Wood, Kerosene in cooking fuel.  
 o diesel in Railways, Marine Sector, Gensets, Power Generation.  
• Methanol is a scalable and sustainable fuel, that can be produced from a variety of feed stocks 

like Natural Gas, Coal (Indian High Ash Coal), Bio-mass, Municipal Solid waste and most 
importantly from CO2.  
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• The Concept of ―Methanol Economy is being actively pursued by China, Italy, Sweden, Israel, 
US, Australia, Japan and many other European countries. 10% of fuel in China in transport 
Sector is Methanol.  

• The gaseous version of Methanol – DME can blended with LPG and can be excellent substitute 
for diesel in Large buses and trucks.  

 
 
• Near zero pollution : Methanol burns efficiently in all internal combustion engines, produces 

no particulate matter, no soot, almost nil SOX and NOX emissions.  
• To adopt Methanol as a transport fuel, it requires minimal infrastructure modifications and 

capital both in vehicles and in terminal and distribution infrastructure.  
• Methanol 15 % blend (M15) in petrol will reduce pollution by 33% & diesel replacement by 

methanol will reduce by more than 80%.  
• Urban Transport contributes to close to 40% towards urban air pollution.  
 
Steps Taken  
o Field trials are under way for India to adopt M15 program in transportation sector.  
o NITI Aayog has drawn out a comprehensive plan to replace 20% of crude imports from 

Methanol alone. Adopting Methanol in this scale would bring down pollution in the country 
by more than 40% and not to forget the benefits from import substitution.  

o Railways : Plans are in place to convert 6000 diesel railway engines to work on 100% Methanol 
and make railways a carbon neutral organisation.  

o Marine Sector : IMO Regulations on sulphur particulates and NOX (0.50% m/m on and after 1 
January 2020) will make it compulsive to switch to a clean fuel. Project is underway convert 
Ro/RO (Roll on & Roll Off) vessels in to Methanol, which will run on the National Waterways 
for Inland waterways-based transportation.  

o 500 barges will be converted to run on 100% Methanol replacing heavy oil or bunker oil. All 
this will result in a massive reduction of pollutants into our seas and rivers.  

 
Economic Factor  
o India by adopting Methanol can have its own indigenous fuel at the cost of approximately Rs. 

19 per litre at least 30% cheaper than any available fuel.  
o Methanol fuel can result in great environmental benefits and can be the answer to the burning 

urban pollution issue.  
o At least 20% diesel consumption can be reduced in next 5-7 years and will result in a savings of 

Rs. 26,000 crore annually.  
o Rs. 6000 crore can be annually saved from reduced bill in LPG in the next 3 years itself.  
 

(6) Atal Bhujal Yojana 

About Atal Bhujal Yojana  
• Atal BhujalYojana (ABHY) aimed at sustainable groundwater management with community 

participation in select over-exploited and ground water stressed areas in seven States (Gujarat, 
Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh).  

• The scheme is to be implemented over a period of five years from 2018-19 to 2022-23.  
• Selected States represent about 25% of the total number of over-exploited, critical and semi-

critical blocks in terms of ground water in India.  
Objective  
• To improve ground water management in priority areas in the country through community 

participation. 
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• To facilitate convergence of ongoing Government schemes in the states by incentivizing their 

focused implementation in identified priority areas.  
• The scheme envisages active participation of the communities in various activities such as 

formation of Water User Associations, monitoring and disseminating ground water data, 
water budgeting, preparation and implementation of Gram-Panchayat wise water security 
plans and IEC activities related to sustainable ground water management  

 
Implementation of the scheme is expected to benefit nearly 8350 Gram Panchayats in 78 
districts in these states. 

 

(7) Green gross domestic product 

• The green gross domestic product (green GDP or GGDP) is an index of economic growth with 
the environmental consequences of that growth factored into a country's conventional GDP.  

• Green GDP monetizes the loss of biodiversity, and accounts for costs caused by climate 
change.  

• Calculating green GDP requires that net natural capital consumption, including resource 
depletion, environmental degradation, and protective and restorative environmental 
initiatives, be subtracted from traditional GDP.  

 
India and Green GDP  
• India‘s environmental diversity and riches are universally recognised but have never been 

quantified.  
• Starting this year, the government will begin a five-year exercise to compute district-level data 

of the country‘s environmental wealth.  
• The numbers will eventually be used to calculate every State‘s green‘ Gross Domestic Product 

(GDP).  
• The metric will help with a range of policy decisions, such as compensation to be paid during 

land acquisition, calculation of funds required for climate mitigation. 
• The government has also launched a green skilling‘ programme under which youth, 

particularly school dropouts, would be trained in a range of green jobs‘ as operators of 
scientific instruments used to measure environmental quality, as field staff in nature parks, 
and as tourist guides.  

 

(8) Composite Water Management Index 

• NITI Aayoghas come up with the Composite Water Management Index as a useful tool to 
assess and improve the performance in efficient management of water resources.  

• This index is an attempt to inspire States and UTs towards efficient and optimal utilization of 
water, and recycling thereof with a sense of urgency.  

• It has been finalized after an elaborate exercise including seeking feedback from the States and 
consultation with reputed experts.  

• The index would provide useful information for the States and also for the concerned Central 
Ministries/Departments enabling them to formulate and implement suitable strategies for 
better management of water resources.  

 

(9) International Decade for Action: Water for Sustainable Development 
2018-2028 

• The Conference was held in Dushanbe, Tajikistan.  
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• United Nations and Government of Republic of Tajikistan are jointly organized the Conference 

to discuss key water related issues of sustainable development goals adopted by UN member 
countries.  

• India is also part of it 
• 172 representatives to the UN attended the said conference.  
 

(10) Van Dhan Kendras 

• The Government proposes to set up 3000 Van Dhan Kendras involving 30,000 SHGs across the 
country under the Van Dhan Scheme of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs.  

• The Prime Minister launched the Van Dhan Scheme of Ministry of Tribal Affairs and TRIFED 
on 14th April, 2018 during the celebrations of Ambedkar Jayanti at Bijapur Chattisgarh.  

• Emphasizing the important role of value addition in increasing tribal incomes, the Prime 
Minister stated that Van Dhan, Jandhan and Goverdhan Schemes had the potential to change 
the tribal-rural economic system.  

• All these three schemes in tandem need to be promoted for this purpose by the State 
Governments.  

 
About Van Dhan Mission  
• It is an initiative for targeting livelihood generation for tribals by harnessing non-timber forest 

produces, the true wealth of forest i.e. Van Dhan with an estimated value: Rs.2 Lakh Cr. per 
year.  

• It shall promote and leverage the collective strength of tribals (through SHGs) to achieve scale.  
• It also aims at build upon the traditional knowledge & skill sets of tribals by adding 

technology & IT for value addition.  
• Further it is to set-up tribal community owned Van DhanVikasKendras (the Kendra) in 

predominantly forested tribal districts.  
 
Importance of Van Dhan Scheme  
• Value addition assumes critical importance in ensuring remunerative prices to the tribals in 

this approach. 
• Three stage value addition would be the corner stone for enhancing incomes of the tribals 

under the scheme.  
• The grass root level procurement is proposed to be undertaken through SHGs associated with  
 
Implementing Agencies  
• Convergence and Networking with other Govt. departments/scheme shall be undertaken to 

utilise the services of existing SHGs like Ajeevika, etc.  
• These SHGs shall be appropriately trained on sustainable harvesting/collection, primary 

processing & value addition and be formed into clusters so as to aggregate their stock in 
tradable quantity and linking them with facility of primary processing in a Van Dhan Vikas 
Kendra.  

 
Implementation of Van Dhan Scheme  
• Under Van Dhan Scheme, 10 Self Help Groups of 30 Tribal gatherers each have been 

constituted at Bijapur, Chhattisgarh.  
• They are then trained and provided with working capital to add value to the products, which 

they collect from the Jungle. Working under the leadership of Collector, these groups can then 
market their products not only within the States but also outside the States.  

• Training and technical support is provided by TRIFED.  
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(11) SATAT initiative 

• Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, Union Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas & Skill 
Development and Entrepreneurship will kick off an innovative initiative in New Delhi on 1st 
October, 2018, with PSU Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs , i.e. IOC, BPCL and HPCL) 
inviting Expression of Interest (EoI) from potential entrepreneurs to set up Compressed Bio- 

 
 Gas (CBG) production plants and make available CBG in the market for use in automotive 

fuels.  
• Titled SATAT, the initiative is aimed at providing a Sustainable Alternative Towards 

Affordable Transportation (SATAT) as a developmental effort that would benefit both vehicle-
users as well as farmers and entrepreneurs.  

 
Background  
• Compressed Bio-Gas can be produced from various bio-mass/waste sources, including 

agricultural residue, municipal solid waste, sugarcane press mud, distillery spent wash, cattle 
dung and sewage treatment plant waste.  

• The other waste streams, i.e, rotten potatoes from cold storages, rotten vegetables, dairy plants, 
chicken/poultry litter, food waste, horticulture waste, forestry residues and treated organic 
waste from industrial effluent treatment plants (ETPs) can be used to generate biogas. After 
purification, it is compressed and called CBG, which has pure methane content of over 95%.  

• Compressed Bio-Gas is exactly similar to the commercially available natural gas in its 
composition and energy potential. With calorific value (~52,000 KJ/kg) and other properties 
similar to CNG, Compressed Bio-Gas can be used as an alternative, renewable automotive 
fuel.  

• Given the abundance of biomass in the country, Compressed Bio-Gas has the potential to 
replace CNG in automotive, industrial and commercial uses in the coming years.  

 
Implementation  
• Compressed Bio-Gas plants are proposed to be set up mainly through independent 

entrepreneurs.  
• CBG produced at these plants will be transported through cascades of cylinders to the fuel 

station networks of OMCs for marketing as a green transport fuel alternative.  
• The Working Group on Biofuels, set up under the National Policy on Biofuels 2018, is in the 

process of finalising a pan-India pricing model for Compressed Bio-Gas.  
• The entrepreneurs would be able to separately market the other by-products from these plants, 

including bio-manure, carbon-dioxide, etc., to enhance returns on investment.  
 
Impact  
• At an investment of approx. Rs. 1.7 lakh crore, this initiative is expected to generate direct 

employment for 75,000 people and produce 50 million tonnes of bio-manure for crops.  
• The National Policy on Biofuels 2018 emphasises active promotion of advanced bio-fuels, 

including CBG. The Government of India had launched the GOBAR-DHAN (Galvanising 
Organic Bio-Agro Resources) scheme earlier this year to convert cattle dung and solid waste in 
farms to CBG and compost.  

 

(12) RE-INVEST 
• RE-INVEST is a global platform to explore strategies for development and deployment of 

renewables.  
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• It showcases India’s clean energy market and the Government’s efforts to scale up capacity to 

meet the national energy demand in socially, economically and ecologically sustainable ways.  
• The 2nd Global RE-INVEST built upon the success of RE-INVEST 2015 and provided an 

international forum to established players as well as new segments of investors and 
entrepreneurs to engage, ideate and innovate.  

• The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE), Government of India organised the 2nd 
Global RE-INVEST India-ISA Partnership Renewable Energy Investors Meet &Expo from 3-5 
October 2018 at the India Expo Centre, Greater Noida, National Capital Region of Delhi.  

• The 2nd Global RE-INVEST hosted the First Assembly of International Solar Alliance (ISA) 
and the 2nd Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) Renewable Energy Ministerial Meet 
countries.  

• India today is the world’s largest clean energy market, with exponentially increasing demand 
and supply and proactive policy support, including 100% foreign investment in renewable 
energy development. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 
  

(1) Sentinelese Tribe 

Context 
Recently an American Tourist was killed by people of Andaman Tribes called as Sentinelese who 
apparently went to preach Christianity to the Sentinelese 
 
Who are Sentinelese? 
• The Nicobar tribes are Mongoloid; the Andaman tribes, including the Sentinelese, are Negrito 

— evidence for the Homosapiens migration from East Africa some70,000 years ago. 
• The Sentinelese are a pre-Neolithic people who have inhabited North Sentinel Island for an 

estimated 55,000 years without contact with the outside world. They are short statured, 
possibly due to the ―island effect‖ that causes genetic limitation overtime. 

• The population of the tribe could range anywhere between 40 and 500. The 2011Census 
records 15 Sentinelese on the island, including 12 males and three females. 

• The Sentinelese, known to be a hostile tribe, are hunters and gatherers. It is believed that they 
are the direct descendants of the first humans who emerged from Africa. 

 
How Tribes of Andaman are protected 
• Under the Foreigners (Restricted Areas)Order, 1963, the Andaman & Nicobar Islands are a 

―Restricted Area‖ in which foreigners with a restricted area permit(RAP) can stay on 13 
islands, and make day visits to another 11. 

• In recent years, the Andaman Chamber of Commerce and Industry and the Andaman 
Association of Tour Operators have pressed to have the RAP restrictions relaxed. 

• In 2018, the Home Ministry dropped the RAP requirement for visiting 29 inhabited islands 
until 2022, even though separate approvals continue to be required for visiting Reserve 
Forests, Wildlife Sanctuaries and Tribal Reserves. 

• Following the criticism that the move compromised the safety of the tribes and ecology of the 
islands, the UT Administration clarified that Indian nationals would continue to require a pass 
issued by the Deputy Commissioner for entering a tribal reserve, and foreigners would need 
prior approval from the Principal Secretary (Tribal Welfare). 

 

(2) Global Wage Report 

Published by: International Labour Organization (ILO)  
 
Major trends in wages 
• Global wage growth in 2017 fell to its lowest rate since 2008, far below levels before the global 

financial crisis. 
• The Global Wage Report 2018/19 finds that in real terms (adjusted for price inflation) global 

wage growth declined to 1.8 per cent in2017 from 2.4 per cent in 2016. The findings are based 
on data from 136 countries. 

• The report said that real wage growth in India stood at 5.5%, which is highest among countries 
in South Asia 

• The report finds that in advanced G20countries real wage growth declined from0.9 per cent in 
2016 to 0.4 per cent in 2017. 

• By contrast, in emerging and developingG20 countries, real wage growth fluctuated between 
4.9 per cent in 2016 and 4.3 percent in 2017. 
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(3) Navika Sagar Parikrama 

• It is the global circumnavigation by an all-women Indian Navy crew of Navika Sagar 
Parikrama.‗ 

• It is perhaps the first-ever attempt by an all-women crew to circumnavigate the globe, will 
have stopovers at four ports  

• Fremantle (Australia)  
• Lyttleton(New Zealand)  
• Port Stanley (Falklands)  
• Cape town (South Africa) — for replenishments and repairs.  
• The project is seen as essential for promoting ocean sailing activities in the Navy, while 

highlighting Government of India‗s thrust for Nari Shakti.  
• The project would help to discard societal attitudes and mind-set towards women.  
• Skippered by Lt. Cdr Vartika Joshi, Rishikesh,  Uttarakhand, the all-women team has members 

from different states- Himachal Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Manipur, Uttarakhand 
as crew members.  

• The crew will collate and update Meteorological/ Ocean/ Wave data on a daily basis for 
subsequent analysis by research and development organisations.  

• The first Indian solo circumnavigation was undertaken by Capt. Dilip Donde, SC (Retd) from 
August 19, 2009 to May 19, 2010 on board the Indian built vessel, INSV Mhadei.  

• The first Indian non-stop solo circumnavigation was undertaken by Cdr. AbhilashTomy, KC 
from November 1, 2012 to March 31, 2013.  

 

(4) National Sports University Ordinance, 2018 

• The President of India has given his assent to the Union Cabinet‗s decision to promulgate 
National Sports University Ordinance, 2018.It will be on the lines of the National Sports 
University Bill, 2017.  

 
About the University 
•  a specialized University, first of its kind, to promote sports education in the areas of sports 

sciences, sports technology, sports management and sports coaching  
• It functions as the national training centre for select sports disciplines by adopting the best 

international practices.  
• The University would provide a boost to sports activities in the country improve the country‗s 

sports performance at the national and international levels.  
• Land has been made available by the Government of Manipur in Koutruk, West Imphal 

district of Manipur.  
 

(5) Dam Safety Bill, 2018 

Background 
•  There are over 5200 large dams in India and about 450 are under construction. Plus there are 

thousands of medium and small dams.  
• Due to lack of legal and institutional architecture for dam safety in India, dam safety is an 

issue of concern. Unsafe dams are a hazard and dam break may cause disasters, leading to 
huge loss of life and property.  

• The Dam Safety Bill, 2018 address all issues concerning dam safety including  
 o regular inspection of dams  
 o Emergency Action Plan  
 o comprehensive dam safety review  
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 o adequate repair and maintenance funds for dam safety  
 o Instrumentation and Safety Manuals.  
•  It lays onus of dam safety on the dam owner and provides for penal provisions for 

commission and omission of certain acts.  
• It will help all the States and Union Territories of India to adopt uniform dam safety 

procedures which shall ensure safety of dams and safeguard benefits from such dams.  
• Constitution of a National Committee on Dam Safety which shall evolve dam safety policies 

and recommend necessary regulations as may be required for the purpose.  
• Establishment of National Dam Safety Authority as a regulatory body which shall discharge 

functions to implement the policy, guidelines and standards for dam safety in the country.  
• Constitution of a State Committee on Dam Safety by State Government.  
 
National Dam Safety Authority 
• Standardisation of dam safety related data and practices.  
• Provide the technical and managerial assistance to the States and State Dam Safety 

Organisations.  
• Maintain a national level data-base of all dams in the country and the records of major dam 

failures.  
• Examine the cause of any major dam failure.  
• Publish and update the standard guidelines and check-lists for the routine inspection and 

detailed investigations of dams and appurtenances.  
• Recognition or accreditations to the organisations that can be entrusted with the works of 

investigation, design or construction of new dams.  
• Look into unresolved points of issue between the State Dam Safety Organisation of two states, 

or between the State Dam Safety Organisation of a State and the owner of a dam in that State, 
for proper solution.  

 
State Committee on Dam Safety 
Will ensure proper surveillance, inspection, operation and maintenance of all specified dams in 
that State and ensure their safe functioning.  
 

(6) National Hydrology Project (NHP) 

•  The Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation had launched 
this ambitious programme National Hydrology Project‗ (NHP) during the year 2016-17.  

• NHP is a World Bank assisted central sector scheme with pan India coverage.  
• The objective of National Hydrology Project is to improve the extent, quality, and accessibility 

of water resources information, decision support system for floods and basin level resource 
assessment/planning and to strengthen the capacity of targeted water resources professionals 
and management institutions in India.  

 
About the scheme 
• It is a central sector scheme.  
• The NHP will help in gathering Hydro-meteorological data which will be stored and analysed 

on a real time basis and can be seamlessly accessed by any user at the State/District/village 
level.  

 
Components  
• In Situ Hydromet Monitoring System and Hydromet Data Acquisition System.  
•  Setting up of National Water Informatics Centre (NWIC).  
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• Water Resources Operation and Management System.  
• Water Resources Institutions and Capacity Building.  
 

(7) Shangri-La Dialogue 

• The Shangri-La Dialogue (SLD) or Asia Security Summit annually organised by the 
International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) in a hotel called Shangri-La in Singapore  

• It is the most important regular gathering of defence professionals in the Asia-Pacific region, a 
vital annual fixture in the diaries of ministers and their civilian and military chiefs of staff.  

• Launched in 2002, is Asia‗s Largest Security dialogue forum.  
 
Key Issues  
• Territorial disputes in the South China Sea.  
• North Korea‗s military provocations.  
• Islamist extremism, migration, cyber-security, Counterterrorism, military competition.  
• It also provides opportunities to defence ministers, military chiefs and high-ranking defence 

officials to hold bilateral meetings on its sidelines.  
 

(8) Comprehensive Integrated Border Management System (CIBMS) 

• Union Home Minister Shri Rajnath Singh inaugurated two pilot projects of smart fencing 
along the Indo-Pak International Border in Jammu.  

 
About Smart Fencing Project  
• The smart border fencing projects built under the Comprehensive Integrated Border 

Management System (CIBMS) program is the first of its kind in the country.  
• The two projects each covering a 5.5 km border stretch along the International Border have got 

hitech surveillance system that would create an invisible electronic barrier on land, water and 
even in air and underground and would help the BSF detect and foil infiltration bids in most 
difficult terrains.  

• The CIBMS is designed to guard stretches where physical surveillance is not possible either 
due to inhospitable terrain or riverine borders.  

 
About CIBMS  
• CIBMS uses a number of different devices for surveillance, communication and data storage. 

Sensors like Thermal Imager, UGS, Fiber Optical Sensors, Radar, Sonar have been mounted on 
different platforms like Aerostat, tower, poles etc.  

• A comprehensive integration of such sensors and other technical systems of communication 
and data processing have been achieved in the CIBMS project.  

• The signals reach the Unified Command and Control Centre where the BSF can monitor the 
border on real-time basis.  

• The CIBMS enables round-the-clock surveillance on border and under different weather 
conditions be it in dust storm, fog or rain.  

 

(9) Seva Bhoj Yojna 

• Ministry of Culture, Government of India has introduced a new scheme namely Seva Bhoj 
Yojna‗ with a total outlay of Rs. 325.00 Crores for Financial Years 2018-19 and 2019-20.  

•  The scheme envisages to reimburse the Central Government share of Central Goods and 
Services Tax (CGST) and Integrated Goods and Service Tax (IGST) on purchase of raw items 
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 such as ghee, edible oil, atta/maida/rava/flour , rice pulses, sugar, burra/jiggery etc which go 

into preparation of food/Prasad/langar/bhandara offered free of cost by religious institutions.  
• The objective of the scheme is to lessen the financial burden of such Charitable Religious 

Institutions who provide Food/Prasad/Langar (Community Kitchen)/Bhandara free of cost 
without any discrimination to Public/Devotees.  

• The Charitable Religious Institutions such as Temples, Gurudwara, Mosque, Church, Dharmik 
Ashram, Dargah, Matth, Monasteries etc. which have been in existence for at least five years 
before applying for financial assistance/grant.  

• They should serve free food to at least 5000 people in a month  
• All the eligible institutions should be registered with Darpan portal.  
 

(10) Ocean Services, Technology, Observations, Resources Modeling and 
Science (O-SMART) 

Why in News  
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has given its approval for the umbrella scheme‚ 
Ocean Services, Technology, Observations, Resources Modeling and Science (O-SMART)‛. 
• For implementation during the period from 2017-18 to 2019-20  
• At an overall cost of Rs.1623 crore.  
 
About The Scheme  
• Resources on land are not adequate enough to meet the future demands, therefore India is also 
embarking on blue economy for effective and efficient use of the vast ocean resources in a 
sustainable way, which would require a great deal of information on ocean science, development 
of technology and providing services.  
 
Impacts 
• The services rendered under the O-SMART will provide economic benefits to a number of user 

communities in the coastal and ocean sectors, namely, fisheries, offshore industry, coastal 
states, Defence, Shipping, Ports etc.  

• Currently, five lakhs fishermen community are receiving this information daily through 
mobile which includes allocation of fish potential and local weather conditions in the coastal 
waters.  

• This will help in reducing the search time for fishermen resulting savings in the fuel cost.  
• Implementation of O-SMART will help in addressing issues relating to Sustainable 

Development Goal-14, which aims to conserve use of oceans, marine resources for sustainable 
development.  

• This scheme (O-SMART) also provide necessary scientific and technological background 
required for implementation of various aspects of Blue Economy.  

• The State of Art Early Warning Systems established under the O-SMART Scheme will help in 
effectively dealing with ocean disasters like Tsunami, storm surges.  

• The technologies being developed under this Scheme will help in harnessing the vast ocean 
resources of both living and non-living resources from the seas around India.  

 
The important deliverables 
• Strengthening of Ocean Observations and Modeling.  
• Strengthening of Ocean Services for Fishermen.  
• Setting up Marine Coastal Observatories for monitoring marine pollution in 2018.  
• Setting up Ocean Thermal Energy Conversion Plant (OTEC) in Kavaratti.  
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• Continuation of Ocean Survey and Exploration of Minerals and Living Resources.  
• Technology Development for Deep Ocean Mining- Deep Mining System and Manned 

Submersibles.  
• Setting up Six Desalination Plants in Lakshadweep  
 

(11) National Digital Library 

• National Digital Library of India (NDLI) is a project of the Ministry of Human Resource 
Development under the aegis of National Mission on Education through Information and 
Communication Technology (NMEICT).  

• The objective of NDL is to make digital educational resources available to all citizens of the 
country to empower, inspire and encourage learning.  

• National Digital Library of India is developed by IIT Kharagpur.  
 

(12) Ease of Living Index 

• Andhra Pradesh has topped the charts among States in terms of ‚Ease of Living Index‛ under 
the Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT), launched by the 
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA).  

•  It was followed by Odisha and Madhya Pradesh. The three States were awarded the three best 
performing States at the National Dissemination Workshop on Ease of Living Index, 2018.  

 
What is Ease of Living Index 
• Ease of Living Index is a transformative initiative of the Ministry to help the cities assess their 

live ability vis-à-vis national and global benchmarks.  
• Ease of Living Index will encourage all cities to move towards an ‗outcome-based‘ approach to 

urban planning and management and promote healthy competition among cities.  
• The ‗Ease of Living‘ Index seeks to assist cities in undertaking a 360-degree assessment of their 

strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats.  
• It was decided in June 2017 to rank 116 cities (all smart cities and million plus cities) based on 

the live ability parameters.  
• All cities were evaluated out of 100. The 'physical' pillar (infrastructure) was given the highest 

weightage of 45, while institutional (governance) and social were weighted 25 each. Economy 
was weighted 5.  

• Ease of Living framework comprised four pillars namely Institutional, Social, Economic and 
Physical which are further broken down into 78 indicators across 15 categories (governance, 
identity and culture, education, health, safety and security, economy, affordable housing, land 
use planning, public open spaces, transportation and mobility, assured water supply, waste-
water management, solid waste management, power, and quality of environment).  

• Ease of Living assessment standards its closely linked with the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). Of the 17 SDG goals, 8 goals are directly linked to India‘s ease of living assessment 
framework with SDG 11.  

• SDG 11 is aimed at making our cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and 
sustainable and is measured through a set of 30 indicators.  

 

(13) GI Tag for Alphonso  
Why in News  
• Alphonso from Ratnagiri, Sindhudurg, Palghar, Thane and Raigad districts of Maharashtra, is 

registered as Geographical Indication (GI).  
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• The king of mangoes, Alphonso, better known as „Hapus‟ in Maharashtra, is in demand in 

domestic and international markets not only for its taste but also for pleasant fragrance and 
vibrant colour.  

• It has long been one of the world's most popular fruit and is exported to various countries 
including Japan, Korea and Europe. New markets such as USA and Australia have recently 
opened up.  

 
About GI Tag  
• A Geographical Indication or a GI is an indication used on products that have a specific 

geographical origin and possess qualities or a reputation that are due to that origin.  
• Such a name conveys an assurance of quality and distinctiveness which is essentially 

attributable to its origin in that defined geographical locality.  
• GI products can benefit the rural economy in remote areas, by supplementing the incomes of 

artisans, farmers, weavers and craftsmen. Our rural artisans possess unique skills and 
knowledge of traditional practices and methods, passed down from generation to generation, 
which need to be protected and promoted.  

• The first product to get a GI tag in India was the Darjeeling tea in 2004. There are a total of 
325productsfrom India that carry this indication.  

 
Government Initiatives 
• Recently, Union Minister of Commerce and Industry, Suresh Prabhu, launched the logo and 

tagline for the Geographical Indications (GI) of India and said that the GI will give the rightful 
share in the intellectual property to the artisan and the place of origin of the product.  

• It‘s an area of strength and optimism for India, whereby GI tag has given protection to a large 
number of hand-made and manufactured products, especially in the informal sector.  

• The Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion has taken several initiatives in this regard 
and is actively involved in promotion and marketing of GIs with a vision to enhance the 
horizon both socially and economically for GI producers.  

 

(14) Mission Satyanishtha 

• Indian Railways organized a programme on Ethics in Public Governance and Launched 
Mission Satyanishtha. 

• Mission Satyanishtha aims at sensitizing all railway employees about the need to adhere to 
good ethics and to maintain high standards of integrity at work.  

 
Objective of the Mission 
• To train every employee to understand the need and value of ethics in Personal and Public life.  
• To deal with ethical dilemmas in life and Public Governance.  
• To help understand the policies of Indian Railways on ethics and integrity and the employee‗s 

role in upholding the same.  
 

(15) Various applications launched 

1. Rail Madad: digitized the Complaint management system of Indian railways.  
2. SAUBHAGYA – App for tracking household electrification.  
3. VidyutPravah– The Mobile/Web App provides real time information of current demand met, 

shortages if any, surplus power available and the prices in Power Exchange.  
4. UrjaMitra– monitoring of power availability and sending power cut information through SMS  
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5. MERIT–information pertaining to marginal variable cost and source wise purchase of 

electricity.  
6. UDAY- Allows people to compare DISCOMs on the basis of 26 major performance parameters.  
7. URJA (Urban JyotiAbhiyaan) – It is an informative App for Urban Distribution Sector. It 

captures Consumer centric parameters from the IT systems created under IPDS.  
8. TARANG (Transmission App for real time monitoring & Growth) – It is an IT Web/mobile 

based platform to provide status of both inter and intra state Transmission Projects in the 
country. This platform also shows the prospective inter-state as well as intra state 
Transmission Projects.  

9. DEEP e-bidding (Discovery of Efficient Electricity Price) – The portal will provide a common e-
bidding platform with e-reverse auction facility to facilitate nation-wide power procurement 
through a wider network so as to bring uniformity and transparency in the process of power 
procurement.  

10. Ash Track- linking fly ash users and power plants for better ash utilisation.  
11. ReUnite:Union Ministry of Commerce & Industry and Civil Aviation launched a mobile 

application called ReUnite which helps to track and trace missing and abandoned children in 
India.  

12. National Scholarship Portal Mobile App : Union Minister for Minority Affairs Shri Mukhtar 
Abbas Naqvi launched the country's first "National Scholarship Portal Mobile App".  It will 
ensure a smooth, accessible and hassle-free scholarship system for students from poor and 
weaker sections.  

13. JAN DHAN DARSHAK APP :Department of Financial Services (DFS), Ministry of Finance and 
National Informatics Centre (NIC) has jointly developed a mobile app. As the name suggests, 
this app will act as a guide for the common people in locating a financial service touch point at 
a given location in the country. 
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