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01. BILATERAL RELATIONS 
 

1.1. India-Seychelles 

Seychelles‘ President Daniel Faure visited India for bilateral talks in the backdrop of the Seychelles‘ 

parliament refusal to ratify an Indian naval base plan on 

the Assumption Island. 

Background:  

 In March 2015, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi‘s 

visit to the Seychelles marked an important watershed 

in India‘s maritime diplomacy. 

 During this visit, both the countries signed MoUs 

regarding development of facilities on Assumption 

Island. No details were made publicly available at the time on the ―Agreement onthe Development 

of Facilities on Assumption Island‖. 

 India had planned to develop a naval facility at the Assumption Island, which would give India 

astrategic advantage in the Indian Ocean Region (Assumption is very close to the Mozambique 

Channel where much of the international trade is transiting). 

 India‘s proposed investment in Assumption Island included $ 550 million, development of an 

airstrip, jetty, and housing infrastructure for Seychelles Coast Guard in Assumption Island. 

 The base on Assumption Island is to be funded by India and shared by the two 

countries'militaries. 

1.2. India-Nepal 

PM of Nepal recently paid an official visit to India on a three-day official visit after Parliamentary 

elections in Nepal in December 2017. 

Key Features of the Visit: 

• The visit is termed significant since India-Nepal relations have been going through turbulent phase 

since 2015. 

• A 12-point regular joint statement, three special statements on agriculture, rail linkages up to 

Kathmandu, and inland waterways, were issued during the visit which included: 

o Agreement to conduct "feasibility studies" regarding construction of a Raxaul-Kathmandu 

railway line. 

o Agreement to operate Nepalese steamers to transport goods and people from Nepal to other 

countries which is likely to enable cost-effective and efficient movement of cargo, and greatly 

impact the growth of business and economy of Nepal. 

o Develop the inland waterways for the movement of cargo, within the framework of trade and 

transit arrangements, providing additional access to sea for Nepal. 

o Conducting a pilot project on organic farming and soil health monitoring in Nepal. 

• Further the joint statement did not mention internal issues of Nepal such as amendments to the 

new constitution, inclusion of minorities, Madhesi, etc. thus helping remove the mistrust between the 

two countries. 

1.3. India-Vietnam 

Recently, Vietnamese President Tran Dai Quang paid a State Visit to India. 

Three agreements signed during the visit are as follows:  
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 Civil nuclear energy MoU was signed between Global Centre for Nuclear Energy 

Partnership, India (GCNEP) and the Vietnam Atomic Energy Institute (VINATOM). 

 Work Plan for the years 2018-2022 between the Indian Council of Agricultural Research 

(ICAR) and Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development of Vietnam. 

 MoU on Economic and Trade Cooperation for enhancing economic relations. 

Both countries stressed the need for freedom of navigation, over-flight and resolving the South 

China Sea disputes on mandate of United Nation Convention on the Law of the Sea. (UNCLOS). 

1.4. India-France 

French President Emmanuel Macron recently visited India. 

Important outcomes of the Visit: 

The two countries signed 14 agreements including those in the field of education, environment, urban 

development and railways, etc. Important strategic engagements were- 

• The Joint Vision Statement on the Indian Ocean Region has been laid down. 

• Indian PM and the French President co-chaired the founding conference of the International Solar 

Alliance (ISA) and the two leaders also inaugurated a solar power plant at Dadar Kala village in Uttar 

Pradesh. 

• The two leaders welcomed the signing of the "Agreement for the provision of reciprocal logistics 

support between their Armed Forces”, which seeks to extend logistical support on reciprocal access 

to respective facilities for Indian and French armed forces. 

• The ―Industrial Way Forward Agreement‖ was signed between French utility EDF and India‘s 

NPCIL for the construction of six nuclear reactors at Jaitapur. 

1.5. India-Canada 

Recently, the Canadian Prime Minister visited India. 

Detailed outcomes of the Visit: 

 Extensive talks were held on key issues of counter-terrorism and extremism as well as ways to 

boost trade ties by investing in mutual growth. 

 Both sides agreed on working together on Climate Change, Oceans, Space and Clean Energy. 

 Further, six pacts were signed on energy cooperation. Both leaders agreed to expand the scope 

of the Canada-India Ministerial Energy Dialogue with a particular focus on electricity, energy 

efficiency and renewables. 

 Canada implicitly shared India‘s reservations on China‟s mega Belt and Road Initiative. The 

two sides agreed on their analysis of the situation in the Korean Peninsula. 

 Canada also assured its support for India‘s bid in Nuclear Suppliers Group. 

1.6. India-Palestine 

On a landmark visit, PM Narendra Modi became the first Indian sitting Prime Minster to make an 

official visit to Palestine to bolster long-standing political and economic ties. 

 Despite India's history of supporting the Palestine's cause, no Indian prime minister has ever 

visited the country before. Hence in many terms, this visit has been termed as ―history in 

making‖. 

 Palestine President Mahmoud Abbas met Prime Minister Narendra Modi & conferred on him the 

Grand Collar of the state of Palestine. The Grand Collar is the highest order given to foreign 

dignitaries- Kings, Heads of State/Government and persons of similar rank. 

 PM Modi said India is hopeful to see an "independent Palestinian state living in an 

environment of peace.” 

 Six MoUs have been signed during Prime Minister's visit. These MoUs are: 
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o MOU between India and Palestine for setting up of India-Palestine Super-specialty hospital at 

Beit Sahour in Bethelhem Governorate. 

o MOU between India and Palestine for construction of India Palestine Centre for Empowering 

women, "Turathi‖. 

o MOU between India and Palestine for setting up of new National Printing Press at Ramallah. 

o MOU between India and Palestine Construction of school in Muthalth Al Shuhada Village. 

o MOU between India and Palestine Construction of school in Tamoon village in Tubas 

Governorate in Palestine. 

o MOU between India and Palestine Assistance of US$ 0.25 million for construction of 

additional floor to Jawahar Lal Nehru for Boys at Abu Dees. 

 In December 2017, India voted at the United Nations along with 127 other nations against US 

President Donald Trump's decision to recognize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. 

 

1.7. India-US 2+2 Dialogue 

• India hosted inaugural 2+2 Dialogue with United States in New Delhi. 

Key Highlights: 

• Already cancelled twice this year, it was the highest level of dialogue between the two countries 

andwas agreed upon by US president and Prime Minister Modi last year. 

• During the dialogue, COMCASA (the India-specific formulation of CISMOA) was signed. 

• The two side also discussed the progress of a Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement (BECA) 

which is in negotiating stage. BECA would enable them to share advance satellite datafornavigation 

and missile targeting. 

• The two sides also discussed issues ranged from the Indian purchase of the S-400 from Russia, the 

sanctions this action may attract under CAATSA, and whether the U.S. President will grant India a 

waiver; and whether India will get a waiver from another set of US sanctions if it does not reduce oil 

imports from Iran to Zero by November 4. 

• While COMCASA was signed during the meeting, there was no positive or definite commitment from 

the U.S. on any of the other issues. 

1.8. India-Israel 

Israel‘s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu recentlyvisited India. 

Background: 

• Since the up gradation of relations in 1992, defence and agriculture have been the main pillars of 

bilateral engagement. 

• The two countries recently completed 25 years ofdiplomatic ties and this is only the second visit by 

an Israeli prime minister after a gap of 15 yearssince Ariel Sharon in 2003. 

1.9. India-Myanmar 

• The President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind, paid a State Visit to Myanmar from 10-14 

December2018. 

• Through this visit, the President reaffirmed India‘s commitment to developing its 

importantpartnership with Myanmar. 

• This is a country where India‟s "Act East” and "Neighbourhood First‖ policies intersect; it is also 

theonly ASEAN member state that is both a land and maritime neighbour of India. 

Key Highlights 

• President U Win Myint and President Kovind witnessed the signing of MoUs between the twosides in 

the areas of judicial and educational cooperation. 



  
https://t.me/joinchat/AAAAAFYrI5kpQsEAKqmo-A 

  Page | 6 
 

• President Kovind formally dedicated the Advanced Centre for Agricultural Research and 

Education and the Rice Bio Park - that have been set up with the assistance of IndianGovernment 

in the precincts of Yezin Agricultural University - to the people of Myanmar. 

• The Government of India appreciated the Government of Myanmar‘s announcement to grantTourist 

Visa on Arrival, starting from 1 December 2018, to Indian citizens who intend to visitMyanmar. 

• With regard to the Kaladan Multi Modal Transit Transport Project, both sides welcomed 

thesignature of the MoU on appointing a port operator, which would enable the Sittwe Port 

andPaletwa IWT infrastructure to be used commercially for the development of the surrounding areas. 

1.10. India-Russia 

• President of the Russian Federation, Vladimir V. Putin, paid an official visit to New Delhi recently. 

Key Highlights: 

• The deal on the 

supply of the S-400 

Triumf missile system 

was concluded. The 

leaders of both the 

countries also signed 

eight pacts in areas 

ranging from defence, 

nuclear energy, space 

and economy. 

• Both leaders have 

discussed in detail 

Kudankulam nuclear 

power plant in Tamil 

Nadu the fourth and 

fifth units of the plant 

are being constructed 

and the fourth and fifth 

will be constructed 

next. 

• According to India's 

agreement with Russia, 12 units will be built in the next 20 years. 

1.11. India-EU 

The European Union has unveiled a „strategy paper‟ outlining the broad roadmap for accelerating 

cooperation with India in a range of key sectors. 

Focus areas of the Strategy Paper:  

• Strategic Partnership 

o It focuses on developing military-to-military relations under which deploying an EU military 

advisor in the EU Delegation in New Delhi and vice-versa is being considered. 

o It will focus on negotiation of a broader contemporary Strategic Partnership Agreement 

supplanting 1994 EU-India Cooperation Agreement and intensify dialogue on Afghanistan 

and Central Asia. 

o Also supports strengthening technical cooperation on fighting terrorism, countering 

radicalization, violent extremism and terrorist financing. 

• Maritime cooperation- 

o Efforts will be made to identify common interests of both at policy and operational levels to 

enhance maritime security. 

o It will focus on working with India and other key regional players such as South Africa to help 

build the capacity of maritime nations in the Indian Ocean and East Africa. 

S-400 AIR DEFENCE MISSILE SYSTEM 

 The Russian-built S-400 Triumf — identified by NATO as the SA-21 

Growler — is the world‘s most dangerous operationally deployed 

modern long-range surface-to-air missile system, and is considered 

much more effective than the Terminal High Altitude Area Defence 

(THAAD) system developed by the US. 

 The S-400 is a mobile system that integrates a multifunction radar, 

autonomous detection and targeting systems, anti-aircraft missile 

systems, launchers, and a command and control centre. 

 It can be deployed within five minutes, and is capable of firing three 

types of missiles to create a layered defence. 

 It can engage all types of aerial targets including aircraft, unmanned 

aerial vehicles, and ballistic and cruise missiles within a range of 400 

km, at an altitude up to 30 km. 

 It can simultaneously track 100 airborne targets, including super 

fighters such as the US-built F- 

 35, and engage six of them at the same time. 
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• Renewed focus on trade 

o India and EU since 2007 are unable to strike a free trade agreement called Bilateral Trade 

and Investment Agreement (BTIA) due to incoherent interest of both. 

o The European Union (EU) now is looking at reworking the proposed free trade pact with India 

called the Broad Based BTIA in a post-Brexit scenario. 

o Though the strategy paper did not mention BTIA, but it aims to negotiate a ―balanced, 

ambitious and mutually beneficial‖ free trade agreement (FTA) with sufficient level of ambition 

to respond to each side‘s key interests in trade and investment. 

• Political Partnership - This includes reinforcing cooperation on foreign policy, promoting effective 

multilateralism and building on common values and objectives. 

 

1.12. India-ASEAN 

• To mark the 25th anniversary of the ASEAN-India dialogue partnership, 15th anniversary of 

ourSummit-level partnership and 5 

years of strategic relations, India 

hosted the ASEAN-

IndiaCommemorative Summit in New 

Delhi in January 2018. 

• The theme of the Special 

Commemorative Summit was "Shared 

Values, Common Destiny". 

TheSummit resulted in the adoption of 

the Delhi Declaration which would 

chart the future course ofASEAN-India 

relations. 

Highlights of the Declaration: 

• On strengthening relations  

• About Political and Security Cooperation  

• Regarding Transnational Crimes  

• Against Terrorism  

• Cyber-security  

ASEAN 

 HQ at Jakarta (Indonesia); Established in 1967 in 

Bangkok via Bangkok Declaration 

 Founding Fathers of ASEAN → Indonesia, Malaysia, 

Philippines, Singapore and Thailand 

 Since then, membership has expanded to include 

Brunei, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar (Burma) and 

Vietnam. 
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• Economic Ties  

• For sustainability of marine resources  

• Physical and digital connectivity 

• Peaceful use of outer space  

• On Maritime cooperation  

• For enhancing businesses  

ASEAN Countries 

 

1.13. Chahbahar Port 

Iran is due to handover the strategic Chabahar port to Indian company soon. 

• Earlier India and Iran had signed an agreement. Under this agreement, India is to equip and operate 

two berths in ChabaharPort Phase-I with capital investment of $85.21 million and annualrevenue 

expenditure of $22.95 million on a 10-year lease. 

• The Chabahar port is located in Gulf of Oman (in the Sistan-Balochistan province of Iran) and is 

easily accessible fromIndia‘s western coast. 

Importance of Chahbahar Port for India: 

• It is easily accessible from India‘s western coast and is increasingly 

seen as a counter to Pakistan‟s Gwadar Port located at distance of 

around 80 kms from Chabahar. 

• It is being considered as a gateway to golden opportunities for 

trade by India, Iran and Afghanistan with central Asian countries 

in the wake of Pakistan denying transit access to New Delhi. 

• From Chabahar, the existing Iranian road network can link up to 

Zaranj in Afghanistan. The Zaranj- Delaram road constructed by India 

can give access to Afghanistan‟s Garland highway. 
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• India‘s trade relations and economic relations with Central Asian region in future depends a loton 

the utilisation of Chabahar Port because it provides direct sea-land route access for India to reach 

Central Asia via Iran. 

• When linked with the International North South Transport Corridor, it would touch South Asia at 

one end and Europe at another. Strategically, the Chabahar deal would also help in counteringthe 

China‘s string of Pearl of strategy against India. 

• Not only that, in an attempt to circumvent the banking problems caused by western sanctions on 

Iran, India will for the first time allow investment in Iran. This is a special arrangement, which is only 

allowed for Nepal and Bhutan. 

1.14. Postal Highway Project – India-Nepal 

• The Indian Government has released additional NPR 470 million (Nepali Rupees) for the Postal 

Highway being constructed in Southern Plains of Nepal. 

• The amount has been released to maintain fund liquidity for the 

ongoing construction of 14 roadpackages under Postal Highway 

Project. 

About The Project: 

• Postal Highway is also called Hulaki Rajmarg which runs across 

the Terai region of Nepal, fromBhadrapur in the east to Dodhara in 

the west, cutting across the entire width of the country. 

• It is oldest highway in Nepal constructed by Juddha Shumsher Jung Bahadur Rana & Padma 

Shumsher Jung Bahadur Rana to aid transportation and facilitate postal services throughout the 

nation. 

02. MULTILATERAL RELATIONS 
 

2.1. Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 

The 39th Gulf Cooperation Council 

(GCC) summit was held in Saudi 

Arabia's capital Riyadh. 

Key Highlights: 

• The summit ended with ‗Riyadh 

Declaration‟, which included 72 items 

covering matters related to the Gulf 

countries, the region and the world. 

• Through the declaration, the members 

sought to remove obstacles ahead of the 

common Gulf market to ensure the 

economic unity till 2025 and quickly 

complete the procedures to implement 

Joint Gulf military command. 

• It was noted that GCC would combat 

radicalism, be loyal to the superiority 

of law and operate together with the 

international partners to fight 

terrorism. 

• GCC declaration also emphasized that it would continue to support fellow states, the Palestinian 

cause, and Yemen. 

ABOUT GCC 

 The GCC, established in 1981 in Abu Dhabi, 

comprises Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 

Arabia and the UAE. 

 It is basically a political and economic alliance of six 

countries in the Arabian Peninsula which promotes 

economic, security, cultural and social cooperation 

among member countries. 

 The presidency shifts among the six members based 

on the Arabic alphabet. 

 Qatar, Kuwait, and Bahrain have constitutional 

monarchies while Saudi Arabia and Oman have 

absolute monarchies, and the United Arab Emirates 

has federal monarchy. 
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2.2. US-Iran-India 

US has agreed to let eight countries including Japan, India and South Korea, keep buying Iranian oil 

after it re- imposes sanctions on Iran, in recognition of their significant efforts to reduce imports from 

Iran. 

Salient Features of the new Arrangement: 

• India has given the responsibility to UCO Bank to route the payment as it has no exposure to the US 

financial system.  

• Oil payments are being made in rupees only as against earlier arrangements where there was a ratio 

of 45 percent rupees and 55 percent Euros.  

• Under the US sanctions, India is allowed to export farm commodities, food, medicines, and medical 

devices to Iran. Iran could use the rupee to pay for imports from India.  

• India may opt to go back to cost, insurance and freight (CIF) mode as against the free-on-board 

(FOB) mode.  

Implications of the New Arrangement:  

• The agreement of buying oil in rupees will help strengthen the rupee as India will not need US 

dollars to import the oil.  

• As US dollar is considered to be the global currency, the exchange of goods from one country to 

another generally takes place through the exchange of dollars.  

• However, as the deal comes into effect, the demand for dollar in India will not be as much to buy oil, 

making the overall demand fall and creating a surplus of the currency. Consequently, it will lead to 

the strengthening of the Indian currency. 

2.3. G-20 Summit 

The G-20 leaders, in a meeting at Buenos Aires (Argentina), agreed to fix the world trading system but 

only 19 of them agreed to support the Paris accord on fighting climate change with the UnitedStates 

the lone holdout. 

Outcome of the Summit: 

• Need for WTO Reform: The official summit statement acknowledges flaws in global commerce and 

calls for reforming the World Trade Organization. 

• No Reference to Protectionism: With trade tensions between the U.S and China dominating the 

summit, the Europeans sought to play mediator. The members also scaled back their expectations by 

cutting out mentioning of rising protectionism, mainly aimed at Trump. 

• US-China Meeting: During US-China meeting on sidelines of G-20, Trump agreed to hold off on 

plans to raise tariffs on $200 billion in Chinese goods. Xi agreed to buy a substantial amount of 

agricultural, energy, industrial and other products from the United States to reduce America‘s huge 

trade deficit with China. The cease-fire will buy time for the two countries to work out theirdifferences 

in a dispute over Beijing‘s aggressive drive to supplant U.S. technological dominance. 

• Views on Climate Change: Regarding climate, the 19 nations that are signatories to the Parisaccord 

reiterate their commitment to it while the U.S. reiterates its decision to withdraw. It alsonotes a recent 

U.N. report that warned damage from global warming will be much worse thanpreviously feared and 

expresses support for an upcoming UN climate meeting in Poland meant tonail down how countries 

will meet promises made in the Paris accord. 

• Views on Migration: It acknowledged growing migrant flows and the importance of shared efforts 

tosupport refugees and solve the problems that drive them to flee. 
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G-20 countries 

 The G20 (or Group of Twenty) is an international forum for 

the governments and central bank governors from 19 countries and the European 

Union.  

 

 

2.4. Australia Group 

India has been admitted as 43rd member to Australia group. 

More about the Australia Group (AG): 

• It was formed in 1985 in response to use of chemical weapons by Iraq in Iran-Iraq war of 1984. 

• It is a Multilateral Export control Regime and an informal forum of 43 countries (Including EU) 

which, through the harmonisation of export controls, seeks to ensure that exports do not contribute 

to the development of chemical or biological weapons. 

• Coordination of national export control measures also assists member countries to fulfil their 

obligations under the Chemical Weapons Convention and the Biological and Toxin Weapons 

Convention. 

• It issues Australia group Common Control Lists related to chemical weapon precursors, Dual- Use 

chemical and biological related technologies, Human and Animal pathogens etc. 

2.4. Raisina Dialogue 

Recently, Israel's Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, inaugurated the third edition of the Raisina 

Dialogue in New Delhi. 

About Raisina Dialogue: 

• It is a multilateral conference committed to addressing the most challenging issues facing the global 

community, held annually in New Delhi since 2016. It has emerged as India‟s flagship conference 

on geopolitics and geo-economics. 
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• Being a multilateral conference, it brings together global leaders in policy, business, media, civil 

society, defense and foreign policy. 

• The conference is hosted by the Observer Research Foundation, an independent think tank, in 

collaboration with the Ministry of External Affairs of India. 

• This year's theme is Managing Disruptive Transitions: Ideas, Institutions and Idioms. 

2.5. Polar Silk Road 

Recently, China has released its first official Arctic policy white paper, outlining its ambition for a 

Polar Silk Road. 

Key Features of the Policy: 

• Development of Arctic shipping routes which are likely to become important transport routes for 

international trade. It is referred to as ―Polar Silk Road‖. 

o It is being termed as an expansion of “Belt and Road Initiative‖ (a trade and infrastructure 

strategy spanning Asia, Africa, Europe and now Latin America). 

• China aims to participate in the exploration for and exploitation of oil, gas, mineral and other non-

living resources in the Arctic as the region has an abundance of geothermal, wind, and other clean 

energy resources. 

• China will start to utilize fisheries and other living resources and participate in conservation as the 

Arctic has the potential to become a new fishing ground in the future. 

• China will support and encourage ―its enterprises to cooperate with Arctic States in developing 

tourism in the region which is described as an―emerging Industry‖. 

2.6. Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) 

Members of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), have finalized an early-

harvest “package” with the aim of concluding trade negotiations by the year-end. 

Potential gains for India from 

joining RCEP: 

• Benefits related to exports 

• FDI gains- RCEP will facilitate 

India‘s integration intosophisticated 

regional production networks. There 

would be a boost to inward and 

outward foreign direct investment, 

particularly export-oriented FDI. 

• Connection with global value chain- 

ASEAN has been a great region in 

establishing international production 

network (IPN). India can gain from 

such experience and help in 

integrating micro and small-and 

medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs) 

into regional value chains. 

• Better engagements- It can deepen 

integration among the member countries. 

Potential Challenges for India from RCEP: 

RCEP 

 The RCEP is billed as an FTA between the 10-

member ASEAN bloc and its six FTA partners— 

India, China, Japan, South Korea, Australia and 

New Zealand. 

 Once concluded, RCEP will create the largest 

regional trading bloc, making up 25% of GDP, 30% 

of global trade, and 26% of foreign direct investment 

(FDI) flows. 

 The RCEP ‗guiding principles and objectives state 

that the ―negotiations on trade in goods, trade in 

services, investment and other areas will be 

conducted in parallel to ensure a comprehensive 

and balanced outcome.‖ 
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• India‘s trade deficit might further increase. 

• Threat from Chinese products which may harm the local industry and distort trade. 

• Costly legal suits because of the inclusion of an Investor State Dispute Settlement mechanism. 

• Issue of strict IPR regime. 

2.7. Commonwealth Heads of Government Meet (CHOGM) 

Recently, the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meet (CHOGM) was held at London. The theme 

for 2018 was “Towards a Common Future”. 

• Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting(CHOGM) is a biennial meeting of heads of states of 

Commonwealth countries. 

• The four main goals for the summit were: 

o Prosperity: Boosting intra-Commonwealthtrade and investment. 

o Security: Increasing cooperation to deal with security challenges including global terrorism, 

organized crime and cyber-attacks. 

o Fairness: Promoting democracy, fundamental freedoms and good governance across the 

Commonwealth. 

o Sustainability: Building the resilienceof small and vulnerable states to dealwith the effects 

of climate change andother global crisis. 

• It saw the release of Blue Charter onOcean Governance which emphasized fair ocean governance, 

more prosperous maritime and marine industries, sustainable ocean use, and secure marine space 

across the Commonwealth. 

• Commonwealth Connectivity Agenda forTrade and Investment, which couldtogether counter China‘s 

Belt and Road Initiative was announced. 

• Further the Commonwealth Cyber Declaration, Commonwealth Innovation Fund and 

Commonwealth Innovation Index were also announced. 

2.8. Panmunjon Declaration 

Recently, North Korea and South Korea signed the Panmunjom Declaration. 

Outcomes of the Declaration:  

• Nuclear weapons- The two Koreas confirmed the common goal of realizing, through complete 

denuclearisation, a nuclear-free Korean Peninsula and ―greed to carry out their respective roles and 

responsibilities in this regard. 

• Peace deal - Both sides pledged to seek a peace treaty replacing the Korean War armistice via 

multilateral consultations with China and the United States. 

• Family visits- The two sides agreed to hold ―reunion programmes‖ (for families divided due to war in 

the two countries) on 15 August, the day both Koreas celebrate their independence from Japanese 

colonisation. 

• Demilitarised zone- The declaration said each side would cease propaganda broadcasts, hold 

regular military meetings, and take other measures to reduce tensions along the border and turn this 

zone into a ―peace zone‖. 

• Inter-Korean communication- Both pledged to increase direct inter-Korean exchanges and 

dialogue, including between lower-level political officials. 
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03. INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS 
 

3.1. International Whaling Commission 

• Recently Japan announced its withdrawal from International Whaling Commission 

(IWC) to resume commercial whale hunting. 

• The IWC was constituted under the International Convention for the Regulation of 

Whaling in 1946 with an aim for orderly development of the whaling industry by putting 

catch limit, designating whale sanctuaries, coordinating conservation work etc. 

• The 1946 Convention does not define the term „whale‟. While Some Governments 

accept IWC competence to regulate catches of only great whales (the baleen whales and the 

sperm whale), others believe that all cetaceans (aquatic mammals which include whales, 

dolphins, and porpoises) fall within IWC jurisdiction. 

• Currently a complete ban is applied on commercial whaling, while whaling under the 

scientific-research and aboriginal-subsistence provisions are allowed. 

3.2. Indian Ocean Rim Association 

Bangladesh has been elected as Vice Chairman of Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) for 

theperiod of 2019-21 and eventually as the IORA Chairman for 2021-23 at the 18th IORA 

Council ofMinister‘s Meeting. 

About IORA: 

Indian Ocean Rim Association 

(IORA),established in 1997, is 

international organisationconsisting 

of coastal states bordering Indian 

Ocean. 

• Objectives of IORA: It is to 

promote sustainable growth and 

balanced development of the region 

and memberstates and promote 

liberalization, remove impediments 

and lower barriers towards freer and 

enhanced flow of goods, services, investment and technology within Indian Ocean rim. 

• Six Priority Areas: Maritime security, Trade and investment facilitation, Fisheries 

management,Disaster risk reduction, Academic and scientific cooperation Tourism 

promotion and culturalexchanges. 

3.3. International Telecommunications Union (ITU) 

India has been elected as a Member of the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) 

Councilfor another 4-year term (2019-2022). 

About ITU: 

• ITU is the United Nations specialized agency for information and communication 

technologies – ICTs. 
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• It is headquartered at Geneva, Switzerland. It has 12 regional and area offices in the 

world. 

• It allocates global radio spectrum and satellite orbits, develop the technical standards that 

ensure networks and technologies seamlessly interconnect, and strive to improve access to 

ICTs to underserved communities worldwide. 

• Recently, ITU has decided to set up the ITU South Asia Area Office and Technology 

InnovationCentre in New Delhi. 

3.4. United Nations World Tourism Organisation 

• The 7th UN World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) Global Summit on Urban Tourism was 

held inSeoul, South Korea. 

• Theme of this summit was - „A 2030 Vision for Urban Tourism‟. 

Key Highlights: 

• The summit was aimed to encourage new strategic approaches to the challenge of a 

growing tourism sector and its impact on urban destinations through sharing of innovative 

ideas & experiences. 

• Among the topics discussed were innovative approaches to: competitiveness in urban 

destinations;impacts of technology on urban tourism; rejuvenation of cities; and increasing 

inclusion in citydevelopment. 

United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO): 

• The World Tourism Organization is the United Nations agency responsible for the 

promotionof responsible, sustainable and universally accessible tourism. 

• It serves as a global forum for tourism policy issues & a practical source of tourism know-

how. 

• It encourages the implementation of the Global Code of Ethics for Tourism to maximize 

thecontribution of tourism to socio-economic development, while minimizing its possible 

negativeimpacts, and is committed to promoting tourism as an instrument in achieving the 

UnitedNations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), geared towards eliminating poverty 

andfostering sustainable development and peace worldwide. 

• With its headquarters in Madrid, UNWTO is an inter-governmental body entrusted by the 

UnitedNations with the promotion and development of tourism. 

3.5. UN Development System 

The UN General Assembly (UNGA) has adopted a resolution on the repositioning of the UN 

development system. 

Salient features:  

• Repositioning is required in order to align the development system with the 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development, especially to support developing countries. 

• It calls for UN Development Assistance Frameworks (UNDAFs) to better reflect country 

priorities and country needs as they would be 

Certain principles for repositioning of UN development system: 
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• The countries of operation should develop their own plans regarding how to maximize 

the contribution by the UN development system (UNDS) in support of their own plans. In 

this, the role of UNDS in mobilising means of implementation (including finance & capacity 

building) should be sufficiently emphasised. 

• UNDS should prioritize economic structural transformation in the programming and 

work of the UN Country Teams. 

• The role of member states with respect to managing risks and ensuring oversight should 

be prepared in full consultation and agreement with national governments, through an 

open and inclusive dialogue. 

• In repositioning, an implementation plan for the inception of the reinvigorated Resident 

Coordinator (RC) system is presented. The functions of the Resident Coordinators (RCs) of 

the UN system in each country are separated from those of the resident representative of 

the UN Development Programme (UNDP). 

• It also presents an implementation plan for operationalization of the funding 

arrangements for the new RC system – hybrid funding, i.e., through the United Nations 

regular budget as well as voluntary contributions by UN Member states. 

• It stresses on national ownership with strong focus on accountability and results. 

3.6. Asian Development Bank 

Recently, Asian Development Bank (ADB) released its long-term corporate strategy i.e. 

Strategy 2030. 

About the ADB- Strategy 2030: 

• It is policy framework for ADB that 

sets out its broad vision and 

strategic response to the evolving 

needs of Asia and the Pacific. 

• Social Dimension: In contrast to 

earlier Strategy 2020- the Strategy 

2030 document emphasis on human 

and social factors, in addition to the 

usual infrastructure and the private 

sector. 

• Regional or Country Specific 

Approach: Due to sheer diversity of 

this region (include both landlock 

and Small island countries), ADB has, for the first time, adopted a differentiated approach 

to various groups of member nations. 

• One ADB Approach: This includes bringing together expertise and knowledge in a range 

of areas across theADB as an institution. 

Priority Areas of Strategy 2030: 

• Addressing remaining poverty and reducing Inequalities: Under this policy efforts will also 

address non-income dimension of poverty. 

• Accelerating progress in gender equality 

ABOUT ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK (ADB) 

• ADB was founded in 1966 and India is a founding 

member to it. 

• The ADB has 67-member countries, including —48 

from the Asian region. 

• ADB has been led conventionally by a Japanese 

governor. 

• Top 5 shareholders in ADB are: Japan (15.6%), United 

States (15.6%), People's Republic of China (6.4%), India 

(6.3%) and Australia (5.8%) 

• It provides direct assistance to private enterprises of 

developing member countries through equity 

investments and loans. 
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• Tackling climate change, building climate and disaster resilience, and enhancing 

environmental sustainability 

• Making cities more liveable 

• Promoting rural development and food security 

• Strengthening governance and institutional capacity 

• Fostering regional cooperation and integration 

3.7. South Asian Cooperative Environment Programme 

The Union Cabinet has approved signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 

between Indiaand South Asian Cooperative Environment Programme (SACEP) for 

cooperation on the responseto Oil 

and Chemical Pollution in the 

South Asian Seas Region. 

It intends to promote closer 

cooperation between India and 

other maritime nations comprising 

the South Asian seas region namely 

Bangladesh, Maldives, Pakistan 

and Sri Lanka for protection and 

preservation of marine environment 

in the region. 

Key Highlights: 

 Indian Coast Guard (ICG) will be the Competent National Authority and national 

operational contactpoint for implementation of "Regional Oil Spill Contingency Plan" 

under the MoU and shall respondto oil and chemical spills on behalf of Government of 

India. 

 Further, ICG Maritime Rescue Coordination Centres (MRCCs) will be the national 

emergency response centre for marine incidents. 

3.8. UNHRC 

The U.S. under Trump administration withdrew from the United Nations Human Rights 

Council. 

 This step was taken in protest of what it perceives as an entrenched bias against Israel 

and a willingness to allow notorious human rights abusers as members. 

 The decision came a day after the U.N. human rights chief slammed the 

administration‘s policy of separating migrant parents from their children after they 

enter the United States at the Mexican border, calling it ―unconscionable‖ and akin to 

child abuse. 

About UNHRC: 

 It is an inter-governmental body within the United Nations system made up of 47 States 

responsible for the promotion and protection of all human rights around the globe. 

 The Human Rights Council replaced the former United Nations Commission on Human 

Rights. 

ABOUT SACEP 

• South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme 

(SACEP) is an inter-governmental organization, 

established in 1982 by the governments of South Asia to 

promote and support protection, management and 

enhancement of the environment in the region. 

• SACEP member countries are Afghanistan, 

Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, 

Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 
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 The Council was created by United Nations General Assembly on 15 March 2006 by 

resolution. 

04. INTERNATIONAL EVENTS 
 

4.1. East Asia Summit 

Recently 13th East Asia Summit was 

held in Singapore.  

• Security cooperation: With the 

world facing renewed anxieties over 

nuclear warfare and grappling with 

the threat of cyber-attacks and 

terrorism, ASEAN nations and eight 

of their key partners vowed to step up 

cooperation in a range of security 

areas.  

• Combating Marine Plastic Debris: 

They also took aim at a problem 

plaguing the environment i.e. the rise 

of plastic litter in the oceans, which 

places marine biodiversity as well as 

industries such as fisheries, maritime 

transport and tourism at risk. 

• ASEAN Smart Cities: EAS 

members also recognised that 

developing a regional smart cities 

ecosystem will help the region 

weather challenges arising from rapid 

urbanization and allow them to 

harvest the opportunities associated 

with the ongoing digital and fourth 

industrial revolution for better 

economic, social and environmental 

outcomes. 

4.2. BIMSTEC Summit 

• The fourth BIMSTEC Summit that was held in Kathmandu 

on 30-31 August. 

• It concluded with the leaders reaffirming their strong 

commitment to make BIMSTEC a dynamic, effective and 

result-oriented regional organization. 

• The Kathmandu Declaration underlined the importance of 

multidimensional connectivity as a key enabler for economic 

integration and shared prosperity of the region. 

About BIMSTEC:  

• It brings together like minded countries with a common 

commitment to peace, prosperity anddevelopment of its people. With a shared heritage, shared values 

and shared ways of life it is anatural platform to build common future. 

ABOUT EAS 

• It is a forum, established in the year 2005, held annually 

by leaders of 18 countries. EAS meetings are held after 

ASEAN leader‘s meetings. The first summit was held in 

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 

• Aim: The EAS was formed to further the objectives of 

regional peace, security and prosperity. 

• Members: The members of EAS consists of 10 ASEAN 

nations (Indonesia, Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia, The 

Philippines, Vietnam, Myanmar, Cambodia, Brunei and 

Laos), Australia, China, India, Japan, New Zealand, South 

Korea, Russia and the US. 

 
• Priority area of cooperation: Six priority areas of 

regional cooperation within the framework of the EAS are 

Environment and Energy, Education, Finance, Global 

Health Issues and Pandemic Diseases, Natural Disaster 

Management and ASEAN Connectivity. 
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• India regard BIMSTEC as a gateway to the seas of the literal state as well as access to thelandlocked 

member countries i.e. Bhutan and Nepal. 

• For India BIMSTEC is a natural choice to fulfil our foreign policy priorities which is our 

Neighbourhood first and Act East policy. Regional cooperation under BIMSTEC also extends 

todevelopments of the North Eastern states of India forming a bridge between South and South 

EastAsia. 

• It also links the unique ecology of the Himalayas to the Bay of Bengal. 

4.3. SAARC Agri Cooperative Business Forum 

• The First South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) Agri Cooperative Business 

Forum was held in Kathmandu, Nepal. 

• The theme of three-day Forum was the 'Organizing and Strengthening Family 

Farmers‟Cooperatives to attain the Sustainable-Development-Goals-1 and 2 in South Asia'. 

• It is being co-organized by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and Asian 

Farmers‟ Association with the support from the International Fund for Agricultural Development. 

• The forum aims to share and learn from experiences of various organizations (from government, FOs 

and international development partners) in organizing and strengthening family farmers‘ agricultural 

cooperatives towards promoting sustainable incomes, livelihoods and rural development. 

4.4. Indian Ocean Conference 

• The third edition of Indian Ocean Conference was held at Hanoi, the capital of Vietnam. 

• The theme of the two- day conference was „Building Regional Architectures‟, particularly with 

regards to trade and commerce, security and governance. 

• The conference emphasised on better cooperation, strategic collaboration and governance 

architectures. 

• This conference also served as a platform to the countries to come closer and exchange better views 

on the economic and strategic importance of the region and neighbourhood. 

About The Conference: 

• The Indian Ocean Conference initiated by India Foundation along with its partners from Singapore, 

Sri Lanka and Bangladesh is an annual effort to bring together Heads of States/Governments, 

Ministers, Thought Leaders, scholars, diplomats, bureaucrats and practitioners from across the 

region. 

4.5. International Conference on Sustainable Biofuels 2018 

 The two day international conference on Sustainable Biofuels was organized in New Delhi. 

 It was jointly organized by Department of Biotechnology, Govt. of India on behalf of Mission 

Innovation and Biofuture Platform. 

 The conference made an effort to a clear understanding of the development in bio-economy made 

by participating countries, increase awareness of policy makers about the challenges faced by the 

industry-investor for commercial scale up of advanced biofuels. 

 A ―New Delhi Declaration on Sustainable Biofuels‖ was endorsed during this International 

Conference which had been prepared in consultation with the Mission Innovation Member 

countries, and Biofuture Platform group. 

Background: 

 Mission Innovation (MI) is a global initiative of 22 countries and the European Union to 

dramatically accelerate global clean energy innovation.  
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 As part of the initiative, participating countries have committed to double Clean Energy 

Research and Development investments over five years. 

 The Sustainable Biofuel is one of the Seven Mission Innovation Challenges and India Co-

leads this along with other countries Brazil, Canada and China.  

 Sustainable Biofuel development is a key challenge as well as an opportunity for Governments, 

researchers, investors and industry to work together.  

 International Conference on Sustainable Biofuels aims to provide a common platform to 

Government policy makers, industry, investors and research community to exchange experiences 

and challenges related to development and scaling of advance biofuels. 

4.6. World Sustainable Development Summit 2018 

 2018 edition of the World Sustainable Development Summit (WSDS 2018) was held in India.  

 It has been organized by the Energy and Resources Institute (TERI). It aims to accelerate action 

towards sustainable development and especially climate change. 

 WSDS is the flagship forum ofThe 

Energy and Resources Institute 

(TERI) and seeks to bring together 

on a common platform, global 

leaders and thinkers in the fields of 

sustainable development, energy 

and environment sectors. 

 The theme of the Summit this year 

is „Partnerships for a Resilient 

Planet‟. 

 The Summit addressed a wide 

variety of issues, including 

combating land degradation, 

effective waste management 

mechanisms to make cities free of 

landfills free, combat air pollution 

effectively, measures to increase 

resource and energy efficiency, 

facilitate transition to clean energy and create financial mechanisms to enable effective climate 

change mitigation.  

4.7. IBSA Meeting 

A meeting between external affairs ministers of India, Brazil and South Africa was organized in 

Pretoria, South Africa. 

Key Highlights: 

 The meeting resulted in a document titled IBSA Declaration on South-South Cooperation which 

calls for contribution to greater understanding of development cooperation as a common 

endeavour of the Global South. 

About IBSA: 

 IBSA is a unique forum which brings together India, Brazil and South Africa, three large 

democracies and major economies from three different continents, facing similar challenges. All 

three countries are developing, pluralistic, multi-cultural, multi-ethnic, multi-lingual and multi-

religious nations. 

 The idea of establishing IBSA was discussed at a meeting between the then Prime Minister of 

India and the then Presidents of Brazil and South Africa in Evian on 2 June 2003 on the margins 

of the G-8 Summit. 

 The grouping was formalized and named the IBSA Dialogue Forum when the Foreign Ministers of 

the three countries met in Brasilia on 6 June 2003 and issued the Brasilia Declaration. 

THE ENERGY AND RESOURCES INSTITUTE: 

 The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) is a 

leading think tank dedicated to conducting research 

for sustainable development of India and the Global 

South. 

 TERI was established in 1974 as an information 

centre on energy issues. However, over the following 

decades, it made a mark as a research institute, 

whose policy and technology solutions transformed 

people's lives and the environment. 

 TERI is headquartered in New Delhi, with regional 

centres in Bengaluru, Guwahati, Mumbai, Panaji 

(Goa), and Nainital (Uttarakhand). 
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4.8. Ashgabat Agreement 

India has recently joined the Ashgabat 

agreement. 

About Ashgabat Agreement: 

 The agreement, aiming to establish 

international transport and transit 

corridor linking central Asia with the 

Persian Gulf, came into force in 2016. 

 It is an agreement between the 

Governments of Iran, Oman, 

Turkmenistan and the Republic of 

Uzbekistan agreed upon in 2011 in 

Ashgabat. Qatar was also part of 

agreement initially but subsequently 

withdrew in 2013. 

 Kazakhstan and Pakistan joined the 

grouping in 2016. India had deposited 

the Instrument of Accession in April 

2016. 

 The Iran-Turkmenistan-Kazakhstan 

(ITK) railway line will be the major route 

under the Ashgabat Agreement. It had 

become operational in December 2014 

and has also been included as part of 

INSTC. 

05. TREATIES AND CONVENTIONS 
 

5.1. Global Compact for Migration 

164 countries has adopted the historic Global Compact for Migration. It is considered as a blueprint 

for helping millions of migrants worldwide achieve a life of safety and dignity. 

Key Highlights: 

• The Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration (GCM) was agreed upon at an 

intergovernmental conference in Marrakech, Morocco. 

• It is a non-binding agreement, which aims to better manage migration at local, national, regional 

and global levels, including reducing the risks and vulnerabilities the migrants or refugees face at 

different stages of their journey. 

• The compact is comprised of 23 objectives. It also includes a follow-up and review mechanism. 

• While acknowledging states‘ shared responsibilities, the compact reaffirms their sovereign right to 

determine their national migration policies and to govern migration within their jurisdictions. 

• It also stresses that the compact‘s implementation will account for different national realities, 

capacities and levels of development; and will respect national policies and priorities. 

5.2. African Continental Free Trade Area 

African countries are set to launch the African Continental Free Trade Area or AfCFTA, the biggest 

free trade agreement in the world since the World Trade Organization. 

International North-South Transport Corridor 

(INSTC) 

 It is a 7200 km long multi-modal transport 

project established in 2000 by Iran, Russia and 

India for the purpose of promoting 

transportation cooperation among the Member 

States. 

 This corridor connects India Ocean and Persian 

Gulf to the Caspian Sea via Iran, and then is 

connected to St. Petersburg and North 

European via Russian Federation. 
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• The African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) is the result of the African Continental Free 

Trade Agreement among all 55 

members of the African Union. African 

heads of state gathered in Kigali, 

Rwanda in March 2018 to sign the 

proposed agreement. 

• The Continental Free Trade Area 

(CFTA)is a continent-wide free-trade 

agreement brokered by the African 

Union (AU) and initially signed on by 

44 of its 55 member states in Kigali, 

Rwanda on March 2018. 

• The United Nations Economic 

Commission for Africa estimates that 

the agreement will boost intra-African trade by 52 percent by 2022. 

• The proposal will come into force after ratification by 22 of the signatory states. 

5.3. India – Myanmar Border Pact 

The Union Cabinet approved an agreement between India and Myanmar on land border crossing. 

About The Agreement: 

• The agreement will facilitate regulation and harmonization of already existing free movement 

rightsfor people ordinarily residing in the border areas of both countries. 

• It will also facilitate movement of people on the basis of valid passports and visas which will 

enhanceeconomic and social interaction between the two countries. 

• It is expected to provide connectivity and enhance interaction of the people of North Eastern 

Statesof India with the people of Myanmar. 

• The agreement would give a boost to the economy of the North East and allow us to leverage 

ourgeographical connections with Myanmar to boost trade and people to people ties. 

• It will safeguard the traditional rights of the largely tribal communities residing along the 

border whichare accustomed to free movement across the land border. 

5.4. Caspian Sea Oil and Gas Agreement(Aktau Agreement) 
• The leaders of Russia, Iran, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstanand Turkmenistan - all bordering the Caspian 

Sea -have signed the Convention on the Legal Status of the Caspian Sea in the Kazakh city of 

Aktau. 

• The agreement establishes a formula for dividing up its resources and prevents other powers 

from setting up a military presence there. 

Significance of the Treaty: 

• The treaty declares 15 Nautical Miles from the coastline as Sovereign waters and an Exclusive 

Economic Zone, with a further 10 nautical miles to be used for fishing and beyond this would be open 

waters. 

• The treaty ends a conflict over whether the Caspian is a sea or a lake, granting it a special legal 

status and clarifying the maritime boundaries of each surrounding country. The major concern is 

if it is a sea, it would become governed by international maritime law (UNCLOS) and outside powers 

would have access to these waters. 

• It allows each member nation to lay pipelines with consent only from the neighbouring states 

affected, rather than from all Caspian Sea Nations 

• It might also remove a legal barrier to building a Trans- Caspian gas pipeline from Turkmenistan to 

Europe. 

POTENTIAL GAINS 

 A bigger and integrated regional market for African 

products. 

 Improved conditions for forming regional value 

chains (RVCs) and integration to global value chains 

(GVCs). 

 Elimination of challenges associated with multiple 

and overlapping trade agreements. 
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5.5. TRANS-PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP-11 (TPP-11) 

11 countries on the Pacific Rim have decided to go ahead with theTrans Pacific Partnership despite 

the USA's withdrawal. 

Background: 

TPP was a free trade agreement between USA and 11 other Pacific Rim nations i.e. Australia, New 

Zealand,Singapore, Malaysia, Brunei, Vietnam, Japan, Canada, Mexico, Peru and Chile, and was 

signed in 2016. However,USA withdrew from it. 

Details of the agreement:  

 The agreement has now been renamed as Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-

PacificPartnership (CPATPP). 

 Enhanced policy space (Country-Specific) and regulatory flexibility will be provided in the new 

deal in termsof 'withdrawal', 'accession' and 'review' in contrast to the old deal. The chapter on 

Intellectual Property willalso see significant change. 

 The ratification process has also removed 85% cumulative GDP threshold, and now the deal will 

come intoforce if 6 out of 11 countries ratify it. 
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06. MILITARY EXERCISES 

• IBSAMAR: It is a joint Multi – National Maritime Exercise between the Indian, Brazilian and 

South African Navies. Its sixth edition was held at Simons Town, South Africa. 

• JIMEX-18: It is a bilateral maritime exercise between India and Japan held at Visakhapatnam. It 

was conducted after five years. It comprised of harbour phase (professional and social interactions 

between the crews of ships) and a sea phase (warfare exercises) of four days each. 

• SAHYOG HOP TAC-2018:It is a maiden joint exercise of between Coast Guards of India and 

Vietnam held in the Bay of Bengal off the Chennai coast. The exercise encompassed a scenario of 

hijacking of an oil tanker and subsequent rescue of its crew in a coordinated anti-piracy joint 

operation as well as preventive efforts for marine environment protection. 

•SHINYUU Maitri-18: This is the first air exercise between The Japanese Air Self Defence Force 

(JASDF) and Indian Air Force, recently conducted in Agra. The theme of the exercise was joint 

Mobility/Humanitarian Assistance & Disaster Relief (HADR) on Transport aircraft. 

• Exercise Sea Vigil: The Indian Navy will conduct this large-scale coastal defence exercise to test 

the robustness of the entire coastal security apparatus. It will involve all stake holders across 

mainland and Island territories with participation of all operational ships, submarines and aircraft as 

well as units of Indian coast guards, Indian Army and the Indian Air Force, Indian Navy. 

• Hand-in-Hand: India and China recently conducted 7th round of their 'Hand-in-Hand' military 

drills after a gap of one year as they could not be held last year because of the standoff at Doklam in 

the Sikkim sector. 

• Indra Navy: The 10th edition of Indo-Russian maritime exercise Indra Navy 2018 took place in 

Visakhapatnam. 

• Aviaindra: This is the second in the series of bilateral joint exercise between Indian Air Force 

and Russian Federation Aerospace Force (RFSAF). 

• Vajra Prahar: It is an Indo-US joint military training exercise conducted alternately in India and 

the US. 

• KONKAN-18: It is a joint naval exercise between India and the United Kingdom. 

•Lamitye2018: Joint military exercise 'Lamitye' was held between India and Seychelles. It is 

conducted bienniallybetween the two countries. The aim of Lamitye 2018 was fighting insurgency, 

terrorism and piracy threats. 

•Varuna-18: The navies of India and France conducted a joint bilateral exercise, "Varuna-18", in the 

Arabian Sea off the Goa coast.It was meant to explore the measures to facilitate the operational-level 

interactions between theirrespective armed forces and increase mutual cooperation, considering the 

common global threats. It was conducted in three sea areas -- the Arabian Sea, the Bay of Bengal and 

the South WesternIndian Ocean. 

•Harimau Shakti 2018:A joint training exercise between India and Malaysia HARIMAU SHAKTI was 

conducted in the dense forests of Sengai Perdik, Hulu Langat, Malaysia. 

• The exercise is aimed at bolstering cooperation and coordination between armed forces of both 

thenations and to share the expertise of both the contingents in conduct of counter insurgency 

operationsin jungle terrain. 

•Gagan Shakti-2018:The Indian Air Force conducted pan India Exercise Gagan Shakti-2018 from 08 

to 22 April, 2018. 
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• The aim of the exercise was real-time coordination, deployment and employment of air power in 

ashort and intense battle scenario. The focus of the exercise was also to check the viability of 

ouroperational plans and learn meaningful lessons. 

•Sahyog-Hyeoblyeog 2018: The Indo-Korean joint anti-piracy exercise 'Sahyog-Hyeoblyeog 2018' was 

conducted in April off theChennai coast. 

• The joint exercise was aimed at developing working level co-operation and an enhanced inter-

operability in thefields of maritime search and rescue. 

•Desert Tiger 5: The UAE and Malaysia concluded "Desert Tiger 5" joint military exercise aimed at 

sharing expertise and enhancingjoint military actions. The drill was also aimed at raising the level of 

performance and combat efficiency and workingtogether based on a strategy to improve the overall 

ability and combat readiness of the ground forces. 

07. MISCELLANEOUS TOPICS 

7.1. Inclusive Wealth Report, 2018 

• The UN Environment Programme (UNEP, or UN Environment) and partners released preliminary 

findings from the ‗Inclusive Wealth Report 2018‘ that aims to evaluate and report on a country‘s 

wealth and well-being. 

Findings: 

• Decline in Inclusive Capital: More 

than one-third of the 140 countries had 

increased their GDP since 1998, but 

experienced a decline in their inclusive 

per capita wealth. 

• Not Sustainable Growth: The report 

finds that, for many countries, 

increases in overall global wealth come 

at the expense of environmental assets, 

including biodiversity, forests, clean air 

and water. 

• Top Performer for Inclusivity: The 

top performers on the basis of per 

capita inclusive wealth for 1992-2014 

are the Republic of Korea, Singapore, 

Malta, Latvia, and Ireland. 

• Poor Performers: 15 countries are 

assessed as unsustainable by inclusive 

wealth per capita, when adjusted for 

carbon damage and oil capital gains. Some of them are Bulgaria, Congo, Gabon, the Gambia, Greece, 

Croatia, Haiti, Jamaica, etc. 

• Impact on Small Countries: Carbon 

damage as a share of inclusive wealth 

produces a stronger effect on small 

countries because smaller countries 

tend to be too small to absorb such 

shocks. 

• Relation between Inclusive Growth 

and SDG: The report also considers the 

relationship between inclusive wealth 

Inclusive Wealth Report 

 The Inclusive Wealth Report is a biennial report that 

ranks 140 countries using the Inclusive Wealth Index, a 

tool that assesses a country‟s ability to look after its 

wealth in a way that is sustainable and safeguards its 

future generations. 

 The report, curated by more than 200 economists from 

around the world, focuses on stocks of natural (forests, 

agricultural land, rivers and estuaries, the atmosphere 

and the oceans), human (aptitude, education, knowledge 

and skills) and manufactured capital (buildings, 

equipment, machines and roads) to measure inclusive 

wealth as an alternative to using gross domestic product  

(GDP) as a measure of a country‘s wealth, arguing that 

GDP measures only the size of a country‘s economy 

without considering its underlying asset base. 
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and the SDGs, arguing that governments need to have a way to check whether or not the economic 

measures they take to meet the SDGs jeopardize the sustainability of the Goals. The report suggests 

that, if wealth increases as governments implement the SDGs, the Goals will be sustainable, but if 

wealth declines as governments try to meet the SDGs, the Goals should be considered unsustainable. 

• Importance of Inclusivity Index: The report argues that the Inclusive Wealth Index allows 

policymakers to assess whether or not enacted policies are sustainable, and will allow them to make 

decisions on how to best manage their assets. 

7.2. Global Wage Report 

International Labour Organisation (ILO) recently released the Global Wage Report 2018-19 in which 

analysis of prevalent wages in 73 countries was taken up. 

India-specific findings:  

• Highest Wage Growth: Workers in India got the highest average real wage growth (adjusted 

forinflation) in the last decade in southern Asia. During 2008-17, real wage growth in India stood at 

5.5per cent, highest among all the countries in southern Asia. 

• High Gender Wage Gap: According to the report, India and Pakistan had the highest gap of 34.5per 

cent and 34 per cent respectively between what men and women earn. This wage gap was theworst 

among all the 73 countries for which data was compiled. 

The International Labour Organisation (ILO) also released a report titled „India Wage Report: Wage 

policies for decent work and inclusive growth‟. 

7.3. World Energy Outlook 

The International Energy Agency has published its flagship publication World Energy Outlook, 2018 

with this year theme as “Electricity”. 

7.4. Global Cities‟ Initiative 

• The United Nations has selected Uttar Pradesh's Noida and Greater Noida to participate in its 

Global Sustainable Cities 2025 initiative. 

• This initiative aims to create 25 model cities across the world that will be fully compliant with the 

sustainable development goals by 2025. 

• As part of this initiative, the UN will enter into an agreement with the city administration to provide 

multi-million dollar funding to work towards realising SDGs. 

7.5. Global Financial Stability Report 
 

• International Monetary Fund recently released its semi-annual edition of Global Financial 

Stability Report (GFSR) titled ―A decade after the Global Financial Crisis: Are we safer?‖ 

• The report observes that a decade after financial crisis the banking system has become stronger 

with more oversight and more capital but some risks have also intensified such as escalation of trade 

tensions, greater pressure on emerging market economies, further tightening of financial conditions 

etc. 

7.6. World Energy Transition Index 
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Recently, World Energy Transition 

index was released by World Economic 

Forum. 

Major Findings of the Index: 

• India has been ranked at 78th 

position which is lower than Brazil and 

China. 

• Although report recognizes India‘s 

bold measures to improve energy 

access, energy efficiency and 

deployment of renewable sources of 

energy, it notes that energy transition 

in the country will require large 

investments and an enabling 

environment and robust regulatory 

frameworks. 

• The index has been topped by Sweden followed by Norway and Switzerland. 

7.7. Arctic Seed Vault 

In February 2018, the Svalbard Global Seed Vault in Norway celebrated the 10th anniversary of its 

official opening. 

Key Highlights: 

• The Svalbard Global Seed Vault is meant as a natural deep freeze to back up the world‘s gene 

banks in case of disasters ranging from nuclear war to global warming. It has about 900,000 

seed samples. 

• The vault is not exactly at the North Pole, but it is nearer to it than just about anywhere else, and 

well inside the Arctic Circle on the Norwegian archipelago of Svalbard. 

Where Is India's Seed Vault? 

• At Chang La in the Himalayas, at a height of 17,300 feet, there is a storage facility with over 

5,000 seed accessions. One accession consists of a set of seeds of one species collected from 

different locations or different populations. 

• The vault is a joint venture of the National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (which comes 

under the Indian Council of Agricultural Research) and the Defence Institute of High Altitude 

Research (under Defence Research and Development Organisation). 

How Are The Seeds Stored? 

• When a seed needs to be stored for few years, maintaining it at just 10 degree Celsius is enough. 

• But in the long run, for 10 to 20 years, they need to be kept at a minus 15 to minus 20 degree 

Celsius (range). Chang La has a prevalent temperature in this sub-zero range. 

7.8. Migration and Development Brief 

• World Bank has released Migration and Development Brief. The Brief reports global trends in: 

o Migration and remittance flows, 

o Developments related to the Global Compact on Migration (GCM), 

o The Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) indicators for volume of remittances as 

percentageof gross domestic product (GDP), 

ABOUT ENERGY TRANSITION INDEX (ETI) 

 It is a part of first edition of the Fostering Effective 

Energy Transition Report which builds upon 

previous series of Global Energy Architecture 

Performance Index. 

 It ranks countries on how well they are able to 

balance energy security and access with 

environmental sustainability and affordability. 

 It is a composite index that focuses on tracking 

specific indicators to measure the energy system 

performance and transition readiness of 114 

countries. The score vary from 0-100%. 
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o Reducing remittance costs and recruitment costs. 

• The latest Brief has a special focus on transit migration. 

7.9. Economic Freedom Index 2018 

• US based Think Tank, The Heritage Foundation has released Index of Economic Freedom. 

• India has been ranked at 130th spot in the latest annual Index. In 2017, India with a score of 52.6 

points was ranked at 143 among 180 countries, two spots below neighbour Pakistan. 

• The world economy overall is rated 

―moderately free.‖ This year marks the 

sixth year in a row that the world has 

seen a rise in economic liberty.  

• Top 10 countries are – Hong Kong, 

Singapore, New Zealand, Switzerland, 

Australia, Ireland, Estonia, U.K, 

Canada, and UAE. 

• Ranking of BRICS nations – Brazil 

(153), Russia (107), India (130), China 

(111), & South Africa (77). 

• Ranking of India‟s neighbours - 

Bhutan (87), Sri Lanka (111), 

Bangladesh (128), Pakistan (131) and 

Nepal (133). 

India Specific Observation: 

• India‘s overall score has increased by 

1.9 points, led by improvements in 

judicial effectiveness, business 

freedom, government integrity, and 

fiscal health. 

• The report said that corruption, 

underdeveloped infrastructure, a restrictive and burdensome regulatory environment, and poor 

financial and budget management continue to undermine overall development. 

7.10 World Press Freedom Index 2018 

• The Reporters Without Borders (RSF) has released the World Press Freedom Index 2018. The 

recentreport reflected growing animosity towards journalists. The report is published annually by 

ReportersWithout Borders (Reporters Sans Frontieres) since 2002. 

• It measures the level of freedom available to journalists in 180 countries using the following criteria: 

Pluralism, Media independence, Media environment and self-censorship, Legislative environment, 

Transparency, Infrastructure, Abuses. 

Key Highlights: 

• Top 10 Countries: Norway (1st), Sweden (2nd), Netherlands (3rd), Finland (4th), Switzerland 

(5th),Jamaica (6th), Belgium (7th), New Zealand (8th), Denmark (9th) and Costa Rica (10th). 

• North Korea (180) remained the most repressive country followed by Eritrea, Turkmenistan, 

Syriaand then China (176). 

• Rankings of SAARC Nations - Afghanistan (118th), Bhutan (94th), Nepal (106th), Maldives 

(120th),and Sri Lanka (131st), all performed better than India with Pakistan (139th) and Bangladesh 

(146th)performing worse. 

India Specific Observation: 

About The Index: 

• The Index of Economic Freedom measures the degree 

of economic freedom in a country on a scale from 0 to 

100. 

• The score is based on 12 factors of economic freedom, 

catogerised into four complex sets of indicators. These 

indicators are: 

o Rule of Law, 

o Limited Government, 

o Regulatory Efficiency and 

o Open Markets. 

• Twelve factors for calculating score are: property 

rights, government integrity, tax burden, judicial 

effectiveness, government spending, fiscal health, 

business freedom, monetary freedom, labour freedom, 

trade freedom, investment freedom and financial 

freedom. 
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• India has been placed at 138th rank in the index, two points below the previous year (in 2017, its 

rankwas 136). 

• India performed poorly on indicators such as hate speeches, attacks on journalists on social 

media,trolling them and targeting their reputation. 

• The report has mentioned that at least 4 journalists had been killed in 2017 in India. It also 

mentionedthe newspaper editor Gauri Lankesh, who had been the target of a hate campaign on 

socialnetworks. 

08. SNIPPETS FROM 2017 
1. Raisina Dialgoue 

The second edition (2017) of the Raisina Dialogue tackled the theme of „The New Normal: 

Multilateralism with Multipolarity‟.  

About Raisina Dialogue: 

It is envisioned as India‟s flagship conference of geopolitics and geo-economics. 

It was held jointly by Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) and the Observer Research Foundation (ORF), 

an independent think tank. 

The first edition of the conference was held in March 2016 with the theme “Asian Connectivity”. 

2. Global Investment Agreement 

India, along with Brazil, Argentina and some other nations, has rejected an informal attempt by the 

European Union (EU) and Canada to work towards a global investment agreement at the WTO that 

incorporated the contentious Investor-

State Dispute Settlement (ISDS) 

mechanism. 

India‟s Position: 

International arbitration tribunals can 

only be used when all local options 

have been exhausted for settling 

disputes between a corporate and a 

government. It also held that such 

provisions (ISDS mechanism) could be 

a part of bilateral agreements but they 

can‘t be allowed in a multilateral 

agreement. 

3. India – USA Defence Partnership 

U.S. recognised India as a ‗Major Defence Partner,‘ and has made changes in its export control laws 

that will benefit India by facilitating smoother transfer of technologies and arms. 

Significance of this recognition:  

 It ―institutionalises the progress made to facilitate defence trade and technology-sharing with 

India to a level at par with that of the United States‟ closest allies and partners. 

 The new rule "creates a presumption of approval" for Indian companies seeking to import 

Commerce Department-controlled military items, except Weapons of Mass Destruction-related 

goods. 

 This means that only under the rarest 

circumstances will India be denied licenses. 

 The new rule also amends the law so that 

companies will not need a license at all after 

becoming a Validated End User (VEU). 

4. Indian Ocean Rim Association 

INVESTOR-STATE DISPUTE SETTLEMENT (ISDS) MECHANISM 

 The ISDS mechanism has become contentious as it 

permits companies to drag governments to 

international arbitration without exhausting the 

local remedies. 

 It also allows companies to claim huge amounts as 

compensation citing losses they suffered due to 

reasons, including policy changes. 

IORA 

The Indian Ocean Rim Association 

(IORA), formerly known as the Indian 

Ocean Rim Initiative and Indian Ocean 

Rim Association for Regional Cooperation 

(IOR-ARC), is an international 

organisation consisting of coastal states 

bordering the Indian Ocean. 
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The Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) held its first summit meeting in Jakarta on 5-7 March on 

the 20th anniversary of its formation. The theme of conference was ―Strengthening Maritime 

Cooperation for a Peaceful, Stable and Prosperous Indian Ocean.‖ 

Outcomes of summit:  The 21 member states issued a strategic vision document, known as the 

Jakarta Concord that ―sets out a vision for a revitalized and sustainable regional architecture‘‘. 

Significance of Summit 

 With its 2017 summit, IORA looks poised to raise its profile as a deliberative forum in the 

region. 

 The first-ever leaders‘ summit has infused the two-decade-old forum with purpose. 

5. ITI-DKD-Y CORRIDOR 

Indian Railways is going to run a trans-continental container train full of goods from Dhaka to 

Istanbul, which would cover a 6,000-km journey across five countries - Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, 

Iran and Turkey. 

6. FTA with EAEU 

India is set to formalise a free trade agreement with the Eurasian Economic Union. 

 The Eurasian Economic Union comprises Russia, Belarus, Armenia, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan. 

 The Eurasian Economic Union has an integrated single market of 183 million people and a gross 

domestic product of over 4 trillion U.S. dollars (PPP). 

7. UN-HABITAT 

India has been unanimously elected as the president of the UN-Habitat, an organ of the United 

Nations promoting sustainable human settlements across the globe. 

About UN-Habitat:  

 The United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN–Habitat) is the United Nations agency for 

human settlements and sustainable urban development. 

 UN-Habitat maintains its headquarters at the United Nations Office at Nairobi, Kenya. 

 The mandate of UN-Habitat derives from the Habitat Agenda, adopted by the United Nations 

Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II) in Istanbul, Turkey, in 1996. 

8. GLOBAL PLATFORM FOR DISASTER RISK REDUCTION (GPDRR) 

 The 2017 Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction (GPDRR) summit was held in Cancun, 

Mexico in May 2017.  

 The Global Platform is the most important international forum dedicated to the disaster risk 

reduction agenda. 

 The Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction is a biennial forum for information exchange, 

discussion of latest developments, knowledge and partnership-building across sectors, with the 

goal of improving implementation of disaster risk reduction through better communication and 

coordination amongst stakeholders. 

 The summit marked the first opportunity since 2015 to review global progress in the 

implementation of Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (SFDRR) 2015-2030 which 

was adopted at the 3rd UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction held in March, 2015 in 

Sendai, Japan. 

9. Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 

The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Summit took place in Kazakhstan‘s Astana in June 

2017.  India and Pakistan were inducted as full members of the SCO at the summit. 

10.India and Afghanistan inaugurated a dedicated air freight corridor service. 

 The corridor which passes through the airspace of Pakistan was launched with a cargo aircraft 

flight flagged off by Afghanistan President Dr. Ashraf Ghani. 

 The connectivity established through the Air Freight Corridor will provide Afghanistan, a 

landlocked country, greater access to markets in India, and will allow Afghan businessmen to 

leverage India‘s economic growth and trade networks for its benefit. 
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 It would enable Afghan farmers quick and direct access to the Indian markets for their perishable 

produce. 

11. The India-Japan Agreement for Cooperation in the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy entered 

into force. 

Problems related to the Nullification Clause:  

 It was a major hurdle in the deal which sought automatic cancellation of the agreement if India 

resorts to nuclear testing in the future. 

 It was resolved by annexing a separate memorandum to the treaty which specifies that Japan can 

suspend cooperation if India breaches its no-testing pledge to the NSG. 

 India conceded to Japan on another clause which says that Japan can notify India of the 

termination of the pact with one year‘s notice. 

12. India and Israel have upgraded their ties to Strategic Partnership. 

 

13. The European Union (EU) and India announced the establishment of an Investment Facilitation 

Mechanism (IFM) for EU investments in India. 

14. New Nuclear Weapon Prohibition Treaty (NWPT) 

 Over 120 countries in the United Nations voted to adopt the first-ever global treaty to ban nuclear 

weapons. 

 The new treaty outlaws the entire range of activity relating to the production, stockpiling and use 

of nuclear weapons. 

 The most central provision is Article 1(d) which categorically prohibits the use of nuclear weapons 

or a threat to that effect, under all circumstances. 

 The treaty will be open for signature to all States at UN Headquarters in September and enter into 

force 90 days after it has been ratified by at least 50 countries. 

15. Uranium Bank in Kazakhastan 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has opened a uranium bank for Low Enriched Uranium 

(LEU) in Oskemen city of Kazakhstan to discourage new nations from enriching the nuclear fuel. 

16. Recently, the 15th ASEAN-India and East Asia summits took place. 

Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN): 

 It is a political and economic organization aimed primarily at promoting economic growth and 

regional stability among its members. 

 It was founded in 1967 by the five South-East Asian nations of Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, 

Singapore and Thailand. 

 There are currently 10-member states: Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, 

Brunei, Laos, Myanmar, Cambodia and Vietnam. 

East Asia Summit(EAS): 
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The East Asia Summit is a forum held annually by leaders of, initially, 16 countries in the East 
Asian, Southeast Asian and South Asian regions.  
 
17. India has accepted an invitation to join the Japan-proposed, U.S.-endorsed plan for a 

“Quadrilateral” grouping including Australia to provide alternative debt financing for countries in 

the Indo-Pacific. 

 It is an informal strategic dialogue and not a military alliance like the NATO. 

 It is seen as a strategic deterrence as well as a mechanism to provide more and better options to 

regional powers. 

18. India‟s Entry into Wassenaar Arrangement 

Recently the Wassenaar Arrangement (WA) decided to admit India as its new member. 

About Wassenaar Arrangement: 

• It is a multilateral export control regime (MECR) to promote transparency and greater responsibility 

in transfers of Conventional Arms and Dual-Use Goods and Technologies. 

• It was established in 1996 as a successor to the Cold War Era Coordinating Committee for 

Multilateral Export Controls (CoCom) and is headquartered in Vienna, Austria. 

• It has 42 members with India being the newest entrant. All the permanent members of the U.N. 

Security Council barring China are signatories of the WA. 

Other Groups:  

• Australia Group: It is an informal group of 42 countries aiming to control the spread of chemical 

and biological weapons 

• Nuclear Suppliers Group: It is a group of 48 nuclear supplier countries to frame and implements 

rules for exporting nuclear equipment, with a view to control the spread of nuclear weapons  

• Missile Technology Control Regime: It is a voluntary partnership among 35 countries to prevent 

the proliferation of missile and unmanned aerial vehicle technology capable of carrying above 500 kg 

payload for more than 300 km. 

MILITARY EXERCISES:  

SIMBEX - It is an annual bilateral naval exercise conducted by the Indian Navy and the Republic of 

Singapore Navy (RSN). India and Singapore conducted Singapore India Maritime Bilateral Exercise 

(SIMBEX) in the contentious South China Sea. 

CORPAT - The Indonesian Navy and the Indian Navy have been participating in coordinated patrol 

(CORPAT) twice a year since 2002 to keep this vital part of the Indian Ocean Region safe and secure 

for commercial shipping and international trade. The 29th series of India–Indonesia CORPAT has 

begun at Port Blair under the aegis of Andaman and Nicobar Command. 

Indo-Thailand/SIAM BHARAT - This is the second such exercise to be held between the Indian Air 

Force and the Royal Thailand Air Force. It was Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) 

Table Top Exercise 2017 held in Chiang Mai, Thailand. The aim of the bilateral exercise is to evolve 

SOPs for planning and executing relief missions during unforeseen natural calamities like Tsunami, 

earthquakes, cyclones, floods etc. 

Surya Kiran: The Surya Kiran exercise with Nepal is underway at Pithoragarh in Uttarakhand. 

Al Nagah-II: Al Nagah-II exercise with Oman is underway at Bakloh in Himachal Pradesh. 

Bold Kurukshetra exercise: The Bold Kurukshetra exercise with Singapore is an armoured exercise 

under way at the Babina field firing range in Uttar Pradesh. 

Nomadic Elephant 2017: The twelfth edition Indo-Mongolian Joint Military Exercise Nomadic 

Elephant 2017 has begun at Vairengte in Mizoram. 
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09. MCQs for Self-Evaluation 
 

1. With reference to Raisina Dialogue 
consider the following statements:- 
1. It is envisioned as India‘s flagship 

conference of geopolitics and geo-
economics. 

2. It was held jointly by Ministry of 
External Affairs (MEA) and the 
Observer Research Foundation 
(ORF), an independent think tank. 

3. The first edition of the conference 
was held in March 2016 with the 

theme ―Asian Connectivity‖. 
Choose the correct option from below:- 
a. 1 and 2 only 
b. 2 and 3 only 
c. 1 and 3 only 
d. 1, 2 and 3 
Answer: - d 
 

2. With reference to USA recognizing 
India as ‗Major Defence Partner‘ 
consider the following statements:- 
1. It ―institutionalizes the progress 

made to facilitate defence trade 
and technology-sharing with India 
to a level at par with that of the 
United States‘ closest allies and 
partners. 

2. The new rule "creates a 
presumption of approval" for 
Indian companies seeking to 
import Commerce Department-

controlled military items, except 
Weapons of Mass Destruction-
related goods. 

3. This means that only under the 
rarest circumstances will India be 
denied licenses. 
Choose the correct option from 
below:- 

a. 1 and 2 only 
b. 2 and 3 only 
c. 1 and 3 only 
d. 1, 2 and 3 
Answer: - d 
 

3. World‘s first Low Enriched Uranium 
Bank has been opened by IAEA in which 
country? 

a. Canada 
b. Australia 
c. Kazakhstan 
d. Russia 

Answer:-c 
 

4. With reference to ‗Wassenaar 
Arrangement‘ consider the following 
statements:- 
1. It is a multilateral export control 

regime (MECR) to promote 
transparency and greater 

responsibility in transfers of 
Conventional Arms and Dual-Use 
Goods and Technologies. 

2. It was established in 1996 as a 
successor to the Cold War Era 

Coordinating Committee for 
Multilateral Export Controls 
(CoCom) and is headquartered in 
Vienna, Austria. 

3. It has 42 members with India 
being the newest entrant. All the 

permanent members of the U.N. 
Security Council barring China 
are signatories of the WA. 
Choose the correct option from 
below:- 
a. 1 and 2 only 
b. 2 and 3 only 
c. 1 and 3 only 
d. 1, 2 and 3 
Answer: - d  
 

5. With reference to ‗Global Compact for 
Migration‘ consider the following 
statements:- 
1. The Global Compact for Safe, 

Orderly and Regular Migration 
(GCM) was agreed upon at an 
intergovernmental conference in 
Marrakech, Morocco. 

2. It is a non-binding agreement, 
which aims to better manage 

migration at local, national, 
regional and global levels, 
including reducing the risks and 
vulnerabilities the migrants or 
refugees face at different stages of 
their journey. 

3. The compact is comprised of 23 
objectives. It also includes a 

follow-up and review mechanism. 
Choose the correct option from 
below:- 
a. 1 and 2 only 
b. 2 and 3 only 
c. 1 and 3 only 
d. 1, 2 and 3 
Answer: - d  
 

6. Which of the following countries are 
signatories of Convention on the Legal 
status of the Caspian Sea? 
1. Russia 
2. Iran 
3. Azerbaijan 
4. Kazakhstan 
5. Turkmenistan 
6. India 
Choose the correct option from below:- 

a. 1, 2, 3, 4 only 
b. 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 
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c. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 only 
d. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 only 
Answer: - d 
 

7.  Match the following Column:- 
 1. IBSAMAR   a. 
Indian, Brazilian and South African Navies 
 2. JIMEX   b. 
China and India 
 3. Hand in hand  c. 
Japan and India  
 4. Indra navy   d. 
India and Russia 

 Choose the correct option 

from below:- 

a. 1-a, 2-c, 3-b, 4-d only 
b. 1-a, 2-d, 3-b, 4-c 
c. 1-a, 2-b, 3-c, 4-d 
d. 1-a, 2-c, 3-d, 4-c 
Answer: - a 
 

8. Inclusive Wealth Report, 2018 is published 
by:- 
a. UNEP 
b. WTO 
c. UNDP 
d. IMF 

 
Answer: a 
 
9. Global wage report is published by:- 

a. UNEP 
b. ILO 
c. UNDP 
d. IMF 

 
Answer: b 

 
10. With reference to ‗Svalbard Global Seed 

Vault‘ consider the following statements:- 
1. The Svalbard Global Seed Vault is 

meant as a natural deep freeze to back 
up the world‘s gene banks in case of 
disasters ranging from nuclear war to 
global warming. 

2. At Chang La in the Himalayas, at a 
height of 17,300 feet, there is a 
storage facility with over 5,000 seed 
accessions. 

3. In the long run, for 10 to 20 years, 
they need to be kept at a minus 15 to 
minus 20 degree Celsius (range). 

Choose the correct option from below:- 
a. 1 and 2 only 
b. 2 and 3 only 
c. 1 and 3 only 
d. 1, 2 and 3 
Answer: - d 
 

11. Migration and Development Brief has been 
prepared by:- 
a. UNDP 
b. UNEP 
c. World Bank 
d. IMF 

Answer: - c 

 
12. With reference to ‗World Press Freedom 

Index 2018‘ consider the following 
statements:- 
1. The report is published annually by 

Reporters Without Borders (Reporters 
Sans Frontieres) since 2002. 

2. It measures the level of freedom 
available to journalists in 180 
countries using the criteria such as 
Pluralism, Media independence, Media 
environment and self-censorship, 
Legislative environment, 
Transparency, Infrastructure, Abuses. 

3. India has been placed at 138th rank in 

the index, two points below the 
previous year (in 2017, its rank was 
136). 

Choose the correct option from below:- 
a. 1 and 2 only 
b. 2 and 3 only 
c. 1 and 3 only 
d. 1, 2 and 3 
Answer: - d 
 

13. With reference to ‗UN-Habitat‘ consider the 
following statements:- 
1. The United Nations Human 

Settlements Programme (UN–Habitat) 
is the United Nations agency for 
human settlements and sustainable 
urban development. 

2. UN-Habitat maintains its 
headquarters at the United Nations 
Office at Nairobi, Kenya. 

3. The mandate of UN-Habitat derives 
from the Habitat Agenda, adopted by 
the United Nations Conference on 
Human Settlements (Habitat II) in 
Istanbul, Turkey, in 1996. 

Choose the correct option from below:- 

a. 1 and 2 only 
b. 2 and 3 only 
c. 1 and 3 only 
d. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: - d 
 

14. 2017 Global Platform for Disaster Risk 
Reduction summit was held in:- 
a. Cancum, Mexico 
b. Cartegena, Columbia 
c. Nairobi, Kenya 
d. New Delhi, India 

Answer: - a 
 
15. World Energy Transition report is 

published by:- 
a. IMF 
b. WWF 
c. WEF 
d. WTO 

Answer: - c 
16. With reference to ‗TPP‘ consider the 

following statements:- 
1. 11 countries on the Pacific Rim have 

decided to go ahead with the Trans 



  
https://t.me/joinchat/AAAAAFYrI5kpQsEAKqmo-A 

  Page | 35 
 

Pacific Partnership despite the USA's 
withdrawal. 

2. The agreement has now been renamed 
as Comprehensive and Progressive 
Agreement for Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (CPATPP). 

3. The ratification process has also 
removed 85% cumulative GDP 
threshold, and now the deal will come 
into force if 6 out of 11 countries ratify 
it. 
Choose the correct option from below:- 
a. 1 and 2 only 
b. 2 and 3 only 

c. 1 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 
Answer: - d 
 

17. AfCFTA, the biggest free trade agreement 
in the world after WTO was signed at:- 
a. Kigali, Rwanda 
b. Cairo, Egypt 
c. Cape Town, South Africa 
d. Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Answer a 
 
18. Which among the following is not a 

member of the GCC? 
a. Saudi Arabia 
b. Jordon 
c. UAE 
d. Kuwait 

Answer b 
 
19. 2018 G-20 Summit was held in which 

country? 
a. Argentina  
b. Columbia 
c. Brazil 

d. Peru 
Answer: a 
 
20. With reference to ‗Australian Group‘ 

consider the following statements:- 
1. It was formed in 1985 in response to 

use of chemical weapons by Iraq in 
Iran-Iraq war of 1984. 

2. It is a Multilateral Export control 
Regime and an informal forum of 43 
countries (Including EU) 

3. It issues Australia group Common 
Control Lists related to chemical 
weapon precursors, Dual- Use 

chemical and biological related 

technologies, Human and Animal 
pathogens etc. 

Choose the correct option from below:- 
a. 1 and 2 only 
b. 2 and 3 only 
c. 1 and 3 only 
d. 1, 2 and 3 
Answer: - d 
21. Panmunjon Declaration was signed 

between? 
a. South Korea and North Korea 
b. Japan and China 
c. Myanmar and Thailand 
d. Laos and Cambodia 

Answer: a 
 
22. International Telecom Union (TTU) 

headquarter is situated in? 
a. Geneva 
b. Bonn 
c. Cartagena 
d. Montreal 

Answer: - a 
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