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WEST BENGAL 
 

Located in Eastern India, the fourth most populous state in the country is widely considered the Melting pot of 

Cultures. Bordered by five different states, it‘s capital Kolkata is often termed the cultural capital of India. West 

Bengal offers a unique flavour to the richness of India with its synthesis of various languages, religions, customs, 

traditions, cuisines, and lifestyles. Bound by the grandeur of the Himalayan ranges in the north and sweetened by the 

sea in the south, Bengal has everything a state needs to flourish. 

After India gained independence from the British, Bengal played the most important role in an emerging renaissance 

in the field of social, cultural, political, and educational reforms. Reformers like Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Swami 

Vivekananda, Rabindranath Tagore, and Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose were at the forefront of the freedom movement. 

West Bengal has also been home to world-famous figures like Mother Teresa who is described as a metaphor for 

selfless devotion and holiness by the Vatican. Satyajit Ray, the first academy award winner in India and winner of 32 

National Film awards, changed the face of cinema around the globe. Rabindranath Tagore won the Noble prize in 

1913 and showcased Bengali Literature to the world. 

 

HISTORY 

 

Ancient Age 
 The Aryans entered the Indian subcontinent before 2000 B.C. They developed a cultured society in India. The 

Aryans entered Bengal after a long time since they had come to India. Little information about the lifestyle of the 

people of the country can be found before the arrival of the Aryans. 

 Most of the soil except that of the South-Eastern part of Bengal was quite old. People used to live here from pre-

historic times. The signs of most ancient civilizations have been found on the bank of river Ajay in the present 

district of Burdwan in West Bengal. There is a region called ―Pandu RajarDhibi.‖ The archaeologists, by 

excavating, discovered the civilization. 

 Many archaeological excavations in Bengal revealed evidence of the northern Black Polished Ware culture of the 

Indian Subcontinent (c. 700– 200 B.C.) which was an iron Age culture developed beginning around 700 BC and 

peaked from c. 500– 300 B.C., coinciding with the emerging of16 great states or mahajanapadas in Northern India, 

and the subsequent rise of the Mauryan Empire. The Eastern part of ancient India, covering much of current days 

Bangladesh was part of one of such mahajanapadas, the ancient kingdom of Anga, which flourished in the 

6thcentury BC. The other janapadas were Gaur, Banga, Pundra, Harikela, Samatata, Barendra etc. Descriptions of 

some of the janapadas are given below: 

 

Gaur 
 It was situated in the Northern part of East Bengal in the sixth century. In the seventh century Sasanka was the 

king of Gaur. Karnasuborna, in the present district of Murshidabad, was the capital at that time. Sometimes before 

the Muslim conquest, Lakhnauti of Malda district was also known as Gaur. 

 

Pundra 
 One of the important janapadas comprised the present Bogra, Rangpur, Rajshahi and Dinajpur districts. The 

capital of the PundraJanapada was ―Pundranagar,‖ later named ―PundraVardhana‖ 

 

Maurya Dynasty (321- 185 B.C.) 
 The region became a province of the Mauryas. Its capital was Pataliputra at first but later moved to Pundranagar. 

The archaeological site at Mahasthangarh in Bogra still bears the memory of it. Tamralipti was an important port 

centre. 

 

Gupta Dynasty (320- 550 A.D.) 
 Some parts of North Bengal came under Gupta rule during the reign of Chandragupta I. Later he brought the 

whole of Bengal under Gupta rule. Like the Mauryas, the capital of Bengal under the Guptas was Pundranagar of 
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Mahasthangarh. Gupta rulers spread Hinduism in their empire through the building of temples and the 

promotion of Hindu writings and rituals. During the time of the Gupta Empire, the Indian subcontinent as well as 

Bengal enjoyed a Golden Age in the arts, sciences, and religion. 

 

Bengal in Post Gupta Period 
 In the post-Gupta period, Bengal too suffered the political unrest that affected north India. Two independent 

kingdoms came into existence–the kingdom of Banga (Southern region of South-East and West Bengal) and the 

kingdom of Gaur (Western and Northern region of Bengal). Sasanka was a very powerful ruler of the kingdom of 

Gaur. The ruler of any big region under the Gupta kings was called ―Mahasamanta.‖ Sasanka was a 

―Mahasamanta‖ of king Mahasena Gupta. He became the king of Gaur a little before 606 A.D by defeating the 

Maukharis. 

 Sasanka then thought of conquering North India. This region was divided into two powerful kingdoms–(i) 

Thaneshwar under the Pushyabhuti Dynasty, and (ii) Kanyakubza (Kanauj) under the Maukhari Dynasty. After 

Sasanka there was no able ruler in Bengal for a long time. As a result, there were disorder and unrest. 

 

The Pala Dynasty (750- 1160 A.D.) 
 The founder of the Pala Dynasty was Gopala who was selected as the emperor of Gaur in750. He subdued the 

prevalent unrest with the help of the elders of the society. The kings of the Pala Dynasty ruled Bengal for four 

hundred years at a stretch. No other royal family ever ruled Bengal for such a long period. 

 Dharmapala (781-821 A.D.), son of Gopala, was the greatest of the Pala kings. He established his rule in Bengal 

and Bihar. His capital was in Somapura. He 

 fought many fights and wars during his reign, e.g. the ―Tripartite War‖, the battle with King 

 Nagbhatta II of Gurjara-Pratihara etc. He was defeated in most of them, though the loss incurred by him was not 

much. When the Rashtrakuta King Govinda III defeated NagbhattaII, Dharmapala could regain his supremacy in 

North India. However, Dharmapala conquered Varanasi and Prayaga and extended his kingdom up to the region 

situated between the middle part of the Ganges and the Jamuna. 

 When the Pala Empire was on the verge of destruction, Mahipala I (995-1043 A.D.), son of Vigrahapala II (969-995 

A.D.), came forward with a ray of hope. He liberated North and West Bengal from the clutches of foreign powers 

and founded the capital in Mahipal in present-day Murshidabad. He checked the fall of the Pala Empire and 

brought back its former glory. 

 

Sena Dynasty (1070-1230 A.D.) 
 The Sena Empire was a Hindu dynasty that ruled from Bengal through the 11th and early13th centuries. The 

empire at its peak covered much of the north-eastern region of the Indian subcontinent. The rulers of the Sena 

Dynasty traced their origin to the south Indian region of Karnataka of the Deccan.  

 Vijay Sena (1098-1160 A.D.) helped laid the foundations of the dynasty,His first capital was Vijayapura in Triveni 

of Hooghly district. The second capital was established in Vikrampura. 

 At the beginning of the thirteenth century, the Muslim power from the North began to proceed towards Bengal. 

The Muslim commander Ikhtiaruddin Muhammad BakhtiarKhalji attacked Nadia, the second capital of the Sena 

Dynasty. Being defeated LakhshmanaSena fled to East Bengal. North and North-West Bengal went under Muslim 

rule. LakhshmanaSena ruled for more than two years and died in 1206 A.D. Though the Sena rule continue for 

some time, it can be very well said that with the defeat of Lakshmana Sena the Sena rule in Bengal came to an end. 

 

Medieval Age: 
 The Medieval Age in Bengal started in the thirteenth century. The main feature of this age is the end of Hindu and 

Buddhist rule and the establishment of Muslim rule in Bengal. BakhtiarKhalji wanted to establish independent 

rule in Bengal permanently, so he divided the conquered region into a number of provinces or districts called 

―Ikta‖. He established many mosques and madrassas for the development of Muslim society and culture. Thus 

began the Muslim rule in Bengal. 
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The Turkish Rule (1204-1338 A.D.) 
 The rulers of this period were not fully independent. Some of them who came as soldiers were KhaljiMalliks, 

while others were rulers of Turkish blood appointed by the Sultans of Delhi. Later many rulers revolted against 

Delhi and attempted to be independent. But they all failed in the end. The historian from Delhi, Ziauddin Barani 

named Bengal as ―Bulgakpur,‖ which means ―City of Rebellion.‖ 

 The first Turkish ruler was Nasiruddin Mahmud, the son of Sultan Iltumish. He was succeeded by Daulat Shah 

Bin Moudad. The conflict in Delhi started with the death of Sultan Iltumish in 1236 A.D. Awor Khan Aibek 

captured power in Lakhnauti. But the ruler of Bihar, TughralTughan Khan defeated him and ruled Bengal till 

1245 A.D.Sultan Balban appointed his son Bughra Khan as the Governor of Bengal.After Balban‘s death in 1287 

A.D. Bughra Khan took up the name of Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah and became the independent Sultan of Bengal. 

 

The Independent Sultanate (1338-1538 A.D.) 
 The ruler of Sonargaon, Bahram Khan died in 1338. The armourer of him was Fakhrah, who was a royal 

employee. He declared independence and ascended the throne of Sonargaon with the name Fakhruddin Mubarak 

Shah. It was the beginning of the independent Sultanate in Bengal. The Sultan of Delhi, Muhammad bin Tughlak, 

has no time to investigate the matters in far-off Bengal. 

 From the dates engraved on the coins issued by Fakhruddin, it is supposed that he ruled Sonargaon from 1338 

A.D. to 1349 A.D. He extended the area of his kingdom in the North-West direction. He conquered Chittagong 

and built a highway from Chandpur to Chittagong. In 1348 A.D. coins were issued from the mint of Sonargaon 

having the name of Ikhtiar Gazi Shah (assumed as the son of Fakhruddin) inscribed on them; these coins dated up 

to 1352A.D. have been found. Gazi Shah ruled Sonargaon for three years after the death of his father till 1352 A.D. 

 Haji Ilias, foster brother of Alauddin Ali Shah – the ruler of Lakhnauti, defeated and killed Shah in 1342 A.D. and 

ascended the throne of Pandua (Firozabad) becoming the master of North and North-West Bengal. Described as 

―Shah-e-Bangala‖ and ―Shah-e-Bangalian‖ by the historian of Delhi Shams-e-ShirajAfif, Ilias Shah conquered 

some parts of Champaran, Gorakhpur and Kashi outside Bengal. 

 The Sultan of Delhi, Firoz Shah Tughlak waged war against Ilias Shah from November 1353A.D. to September 

1354 A.D. He was not successful and had to accept the independence of Bengal. He made friends with Ilias Shah 

and returned to Delhi. When Sikander Shah (1358-1393 A.D.) succeeded his father, Firoz Shah Tughlak again 

attacked Bengal from 1358A.D. to 1360 A.D. and failed once again. The independent Sultanate in Bengal was 

strengthened by Sikander Shah. His son Giasuddin Azam Shah (1393-1411 A.D.) was the most popular Sultan of 

the age. He could keep united the vast kingdom without any warfare as an able ruler.  
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The Rule of the Dynasty of Raja Ganesh 
 The independent Sultanate in Bengal did not continue for two hundred years at a stretch. There was a short 

interval in the long period. After Giasuddin Azam‘s death, his son Saifuddin Hamza Shah ascended the throne in 

1411 A.D. But he was killed by his slaveShihabuddin in 1412 A.D. as a result of a conspiracy. Shihabuddin became 

the Sultan Shahabuddin Bayazid Shah, and got murdered too in two years. Taking this advantage, RajaGanesh, a 

high official of Azam Shah assumed power in Bengal. 

 Ganesh put to death many Muslim Sufis and Saints. Sultan Ibrahim Sharki of Jaunpurcame forward to save the 

Muslims. Frightened, Ganesh compromised with Dervish leader NoorKutub; made his son Jadu accept the 

religion of Islam, changing Jadu‘s name to JalaluddinMahmud; and left the throne in his charge in the middle of 

1415 A.D.  

 After Sharki‘s leave, Ganesh again ascended the throne and brought his son back to the Hindu faith. But Ganesh 

died in 1418 A.D. and Jadu succeeded the throne as Jalaluddin Mahmud Shah again; he was a devoted Muslim. 

Jalaluddin Mahmud ruled till 1432 A.D. He moved the capital to Gaur from Pandua. 

 

Hussain Shahi Dynasty (1493-1538 A.D.) 
 Alauddin Hussain Shah (1493-1519 A.D.): Originally known as Syed Hussain, belonged to the Syed family of 

Arabia; the founder of Hussain Shahi Dynasty–the most successful one among the independent Sultans of Bengal. 

He was the greatest Sultan of this dynasty. He conquered Kamrupa, Kamta, some parts of Orissa and Tripura, 

and parts of North and South Bihar. He drove away the Arakanians from Chittagong but failed in the expedition 

of Assam. Sikander Lodi, the Sultan of Delhi attacked Bengal during this time, but could not succeed. Hussain 

Shah was successful in taking all sorts of security measures for his vast kingdom. He died in 1519. 

 

The Rule of the Afghans and the Mughals in Bengal 
 The Mughal Emperor Humayun occupied the capital of Bengal for a short period. He had to accept defeat at the 

hands of Sher Shah. Bengal and Bihar directly came into the hands of the Afghans. The two sections of the 

Afghans, Shur Afghans and Karrani Afghans ruled Bengal for quite some time. At last, the Mughal Emperor 

Akbar snatched the power of Bengal from the Afghans. But the Mughals could not establish their rule throughout 

Bengal for a long time. At that time, there were several big independent ‗Zamindars‘ in Bengal. These landlords 

known as ‗Barabhuyinas‘ did not recognize the supremacy of the Mughals. The Mughal Subadars failed, later the 

‗Barabhuyinas‘ were subdued during the reign of Jahangir. 

 

The Afghan Rule (1538-1576 A.D.) 
 The founder of the Afghan rule in Bengal was Sher Khan Shur. His father Hasna Khan Shur was the Jagirdar of 

Sassaram in Bihar.  

 Sher Khan dreamt of being the lord of the whole of India. He began to increase his power secretly. He occupied 

Chunar, Bihar and Bengal in a short time. The Mughal Emperor Humayun then became alert. The Mughals failed 

to bring Bengal under their control because of the Afghan resistance. Humayun was locked in a war with Sher 

Khan. He snatched away the fort of Chunar and Bihar from Sher Khan; he also occupied the capital of Bengal, 

Gaur. Being charmed by the beautiful Palace and the natural beauty of Gaur, he named it ‗Jannatabad‘ and 

indulged in merrymaking for six months. 

 Sher Khan took up the title ―Sher Shah‖ after defeating Humayun and declared himself the independent Sultan of 

Bihar. In 1540 he defeated the Mughal administrator Ali Kuli and occupied Bengal. 

 Bengal remained under Delhi up to the reign of Islam Shah (1545-1553 A.D.), son of Sher Shah. After him, the 

Delhi Empire began to crumble due to factionalism among Afghan leaders. At this opportunity, the Afghan ruler 

Muhammad Shah Shur declared the independence of Bengal. He was defeated by the Sultan of Delhi, 

Muhammad Adil Shah Shur. 

 When Muhammad Shah Shur was killed in 1555, his son Bahadur Shah Shur ascended the throne of Gaur. He 

killed his master Adil Shah Shur, the killer of his father. After his death, his brother Jalal Shah became the Sultan 

of Gaur. Thereafter one GiasuddinKarrani killed theson of Jalal Shah and seized the throne of Bengal. Thus the 

rule of the Karrani Afghans began, ending the Shur Afghan rule. 
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The History of Barabhuyinas 
 The big Zamindars of Bengal did not accept the subordination of the Mughals. The independent and powerful 

Zamindars fought and united against the Mughal commanders to protect their land. They were known as 

Barabhuyinas, where ‗Bara‘ does not mean the number of twelve but rather defines the indefinite number of 

Zamindars. 

 Issa Khan was the Zamindar of Sonargaon, the lowland known as ‗Vati‘ region and the leader of Barabhuyinas. 

Emperor Akbar gave special attention to subduing the Barabhuyinas. He sent Shahbaz Khan in1583 A.D., Sadiq 

Khan in 1585 A.D., Uzir Khan in 1586 A.D. and Raja Mansingh in 1594A.D. as Subadars in Bengal. They fought 

several battles with Issa Khan and other Zamindars.  

 After the death of Akbar, Jahangir became the Mughal Emperor. During his reign, Barabhuyinas were subdued 

completely. The Mughal soldiers finally occupied Sonargaon. Thereafter the Zamindars were forced to surrender. 

Subadar Islam Khan was very generous. He behaved very courteously with Musa Khan. He appointed Musa 

Khan in his own Zamindari as a representative of the Mughals. Musa Khan passed the rest of his life as a loyal 

representative of the Mughals. 

 

The Mughal Rule in Bengal 
 The rule of the Mughals in Bengal was divided into two periods. 

1. Rule of the Subadars: The Mughal provinces were known as ‗Subas‘. Bengal became a Suba after the defeat 

of the Barabhuyinas. Its golden phase was from earlyseventeenth to early eighteenth century. After 

Aurangzeb, the Mughal rule in Bengalbecame weak in the hands of his weak successors. Taking advantage of 

this, theSubadars of Bengal were ruling independently. 

2. Rule of the Nawabs: The independent rule of the Subadars is known as the rule of theNawabs. This 

continued up to 1757 A.D. for almost half a century. 

 The Rule of the Subadars in Bengal: Islam Khan introduced the rule of the Subadars in Bengal in 1610 A.D. after 

havingsuppressed the Barabhuyinas. Many Subadars ruled in Bengal, but no one could succeed before Mir 

Jumla‘s reign. The description is as follows: 

 Islam Khan (1610-1613 A.D.): The first Subadar in Bengal. 

 Shah Suja (1639-1659 A.D.): Second son of Emperor Shahjahan. Quite a peaceful reign. The English merchants 

enjoyed special favours during this time, and they increased their power.When Emperor Shahjahan fell sick in 

1657 A.D., his four sons revolted because each wanted to be the emperor. In the battle of the two brothers, 

Aurangzeb and Shah Suja, Sujawas defeated in 1659 A.D. 

 Mir Jumla(1660-1663 A.D.): Came to Bengal to subdue Suja. Emperor Aurangzeb madehim the Subadar of 

Bengal. As an efficient Subadar, he annexed Assam and Cooch Bihar tothe Mughal Empire. 

 Shaista Khan (1664 to 1688 A.D.): Maternal uncle of Aurangzeb, a very efficient and farsighted administrator. He 

drove away the Portuguesepirates and occupied Chittagong. Towards the end of his reign, there was a dispute 

with the English East India Company. After a prolonged attempt, he drove away the English fromBengal 

stopping the growth of their power. After him, Khan Jahan Bahadur, Ibrahim Khanand Azimuddin became 

Subadars (1688-1717), but were not very efficient. 

 Murshid Kuli Khan (1717-1727 A.D.): Formerly Diwan of Bengal came to power as anefficient Subadar during 

the reign of Emperor FarrukShiar. Famous for the reformation ofthe revenue system.After the death of 

Aurangzeb, the weak emperors could not give attention to the distantSubas. So, the Subadars were quite 

independent. Murshid Kuli Khan was not any different.He pledged loyalty to the emperor only by name and 

used to send him an amount of onecrore three lakhs‘ rupees annually as taxes. From his time Bengal was almost 

independent therule of the Nawabs started. 

 The Rule of the Nawabs (1727-1757 A.D.): This period is known as the ―Nawabat of Bengal‖. Suba was then 

called ‗Nizamat‘ and the post of the Subadar was called ‗Nazim‘. It became hereditary. The Nazims only received 

aletter of authority from the Mughal Emperor on ascending the throne. Murshid KuliKhan was the first Nazim of 

Bengal. 

 Sujauddin Khan (1727-1739 A.D.): The husband of Murshid Kuli‘s daughter Zinat-un-Nessa, as Murshid Kuli 

had no son. He was the first independent Nawab of Bengal, Bihar,and Orissa. Appointed his relatives and 

trustworthy people in high officers; had good relationswith the Zamindars. But in his later life, he faced many 

conspiracies of his courtiers, thoughhe faced them boldly. 
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 Sarfaraz Khan (1739-1740 A.D.): Son of Sujauddin, an inefficient ruler. The whole countrywas in disorder. Was 

succeeded by Alivardi Khan. 

 Alivardi Khan (1740-1756 A.D.): Took the power of Bengal not by the authority of theMughal Emperor, but by 

sheer power of arms. He established peace in Bengal. From 1742A.D. to 1751 A.D., he fought for ten years and 

finally made the Marathi bandits ‗Bargis‘ leavethe country. He suppressed the revolting Afghan soldiers with a 

strong hand. He also checkedthe activities of many European merchants who began to gather military power. 

 Siraj-ud-Doula (1756-1757 A.D.): Son of the youngest daughter of Alivardi Khan, AmenaBegum. Was nominated 

by Alivardi Khan. The first daughter of Alivardi, Ghasheti Begumstarted a conspiracy to see Shaukat Jang, the son 

of her second sister, as the Nawab. She gainedthe support of some nobles. Roy Durlav, Jagat Seth, Mir Zafar, Umi 

Chand, Raj Ballav,etc. were among them. The English merchants manipulated court politics. They joinedhands 

with the conspirators. 

 

The Maratha Invasion: 
 During the political turmoil after the death of Murshid Quli Khan in the 18th century, the Maratha Empire 

decided to invade Bengal. Led by Maratha Maharaja Raghuji of Nagpur, the Maratha force was able to capture 

parts of Odisha and Bengal but failed to get a hold of the entire province. The term 'Bargi', which refers to 

Maratha plunderers, is still a common term used in West Bengal (It is even used in a lullaby!). 

 The Battle of Plassey: A battle between the Nawabs and the English was inevitable. Thus, in 1757, the 

famousBattle of Plassey began. Mir Zafar, the Commander-in-Chief of the Nawab absented himselffrom taking 

part in the battle. Everything was the conspiracy of the English merchants andthe fraud nobles. Siraj-ud-Doula 

suffered defeat miserably. He tried to save his life byescaping from Murshidabad. But he was caught, and 

ultimately was murdered by Muhammadi Beg. 

 With the death of Nawab Siraj-ud-Doula, the foundation of English rule was laid. Themerchants of the English 

East India Company established English rule in Bengal by annihilating the conspirators one by one. Thus, Bengal 

lost her independence through the battle of Plassey, which worked as the foundation of the two hundred years-

long EuropeanColonization in the Indian subcontinent. 
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British Bengal: 
 Fort William in Calcutta (now Kolkata) was the first British stronghold in India. Although Siraj was able to 

capture it, after his death, the British rebuilt it and made it into a fortified, cannon-fitted military base. 

 After the fall of the Mughal Empire, the focus of Indian culture and politics shifted from Delhi to Calcutta. The 

city gradually became the capital of British India. It remained so until 1911.  

 Bengal has seen two catastrophic famines in 1776 and 1942 and two partitions in 1905 and 1947 under the British 

Raj. The province endured three migrations in 1905, 1947 and 1971. Apart from the governance, the British Raj 

spelt doom for the native population of Bengal. 

 Due to the first-hand interaction and intimacy with the colonisers, the Bengali community became the most 

advanced in modern science and literature, which gave rise to the Bengal Renaissance. 

 

Bengal Renaissance: 

 It was a cultural, social, intellectual, and artistic movement that took place in the Bengal region of the British Raj, 

from the late 18th century to the early 20th century. Historians have traced the beginnings of the movement to the 

victory of the British East India Company at the 1757 Battle of Plassey, as well as the works of reformer Raja 

Rammohan Roy, considered the "Father of the Bengal Renaissance," born in 1772. Nitish Sengupta stated that the 

movement can be said to have ended with Rabindranath Tagore. 

 The Bengal Renaissance saw the rise of extraordinary personalities and visionaries from the Bengal province in 

the 19th and 20th centuries. Free thinking was encouraged among students, caste discrimination was condemned, 

and literature and science were seen as the agents of progress. 

 Raja Ram Mohan Roy, the 'Father of modern India', was the pioneer of the renaissance. Pandit Ishwar Chandra 

Vidyasagar, Swami Vivekananda, Acharya Jagadish Chandra Bose, Satyendra Nath Bose, Bankim Chandra 

Chattopadhyay, and Rabindranath Tagore propelled the movement forward and made Bengal the face of 

progress and culture in India. 

1. Origins: The Bengali Renaissance originated in the Bengal Presidency of the British Indian Empire, but more 

specifically, its capital city of Kolkata, then known as Calcutta.Many postcolonial historians source the origins of 

the Bengal Renaissance to these events, arguing that the movement was both a reaction to the violence and 

exploitation by the British Raj, as well as a product of the Empire's promotion of English education in the region 

as part of its "civilising missions". 

2. Education: Education was also believed to be necessary in reversing the apparent moral decline many colonial 

administrators saw in Bengal society. 

3. Science: During the Bengal Renaissance science was also advanced by several Bengali scientists such as Satyendra 

Nath Bose, Ashutosh Mukherjee, Anil Kumar Gain, Prasanta Chandra Mahalanobis, Prafulla Chandra Ray.  

4. Arts: The Bengal School of Art was an art movement and a style of Indian painting that originated in Bengal and 

flourished throughout British India in the early 20th century. Also known as the 'Indian style of painting' in its 

early days, it was associated with Indian nationalism (swadeshi) and led by Abanindranath Tagore. 

5. Literature: Nowhere in the annals of Bengali literature are so many or so bright names found crowded together in 

the limited space of one century as those of Ram Mohan Roy, Akshay Kumar Dutt, Isvar Chandra Vidyasagar, 

Isvara Chandra Gupta, Michael Madhusudan Dutt, Hem Chandra Banerjee, Bankim Chandra Chatterjee and Dina 

Bandhu Mitra. Within three-quarters of the present century, prose, blank verse, historical fiction and drama have 

been introduced for the first time in Bengali literature. 

 

Freedom Movement: 
 Bengal played a pivotal role in the Indian freedom movement. Revolutionary units such as Anushilan Samiti and 

Jugantar gathered the youths of Bengal and trained them to fight against foreign rulers.  

 Many proponents of the Indian freedom struggle hailed from Bengal, including Chittaranjan Das, Surendranath 

Banerjea, Prafulla Chaki, Jatindranath Mukherjee, Khudiram Bose, Surya Sen, BinoyBasu, Badal Gupta, Dinesh 

Gupta, MatanginiHajra, Sarojini Naidu, Aurobindo Ghosh, Rashbehari Bose, Shyamaprasad Mukherjee and many 

more. 

 Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, the face of the Indian armed freedom struggle, was fostered in Bengal like many 

other Indian freedom fighters. The walls of the Cellular Jail in Andaman stand witness to the sacrifice of Bengali 

youths, as the highest number of jailed revolutionaries came from Bengal. 
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Post-Independence Bengal: 
While the onus of Indian politics became more and more north-western, the fact that Bengal faced two back-to-back 

partitions and migrations in 1947 and 1971 did not attract adequate administrative attention. The Bangladesh 

Liberation War sparked ire among the youths of Bengal. In 1970-71, the state witnessed the largest youth revolution in 

the form of the Naxalite movement. 

1. Bengal Partition of 1947: Divided the British Indian province of Bengal based on the Radcliffe Line between 

the Dominion of India and the Dominion of Pakistan. The Hindu-majority West Bengal became a state of India, 

and the Muslim-majority East Bengal (now Bangladesh) became a province of Pakistan. 

2. Displacement Crisis: A massive population transfer began immediately after partition. Millions 

of Hindus migrated to India from East Bengal. Most of them settled in West Bengal. A significant number even 

went to Assam, Tripura, and other states. 

3. Anti – Hindi agitations of West Bengal: The Anti-Hindi agitations of West Bengal were a series of agitations that 

took place in the Indian state of West Bengal.Amra Bangali started a political program in the 1980s to promote the 

Bengali language. 

4. Bengali Language Movement (Manbhum): At the time of independence of India in 1947, the Manbhum district 

was a part of Bihar. From 1948 Bengali speaking peoples of the Manbhum district started suffering as restrictions 

on the Bengali language as well as the forcible imposition of the Hindi language over Bengali-speaking people 

had started. 

5. Naxalite –Maoist Insurgency: Naxalites are a group of far-left radical communists, supportive of Maoist political 

sentiment and ideology. Their origin can be traced to the splitting in 1967 of the Communist Party of India 

(Marxist), leading to the formation of the Communist Party of India (Marxist–Leninist). 

Operation Steeplechase: In July 1971, Indira Gandhi took advantage of President's rule to mobilise the Indian Army 

against the Naxalites and launched a colossal combined army and police counter-insurgency operation, termed 

"Operation Steeplechase" killing hundreds of Naxalites and imprisoning more than 20,000 suspects and cadres, 

including senior leaders.[40] The paramilitary forces and a brigade of para commandos also participated in Operation 

Steeplechase. The operation was choreographed in October 1969, and Lt. General J.F.R. Jacob. 

 

CULTURE 

 

Fairs and Festivals of West Bengal 

West Bengal is a state of celebration and variety. There are numerous occasions that make the land, a land of festivals 

and fairs.  

1. Durga Puja: Durga Puja in Kolkata is the largest festival of the year for Bengali Hindus. The festival is a religious 

occasion to worship Maa Shakti, Durga.  

o According to mythology, Lord Rama was the first to have worshipped the 'Mahishasura Mardini'. Maa Durga 

was the slayer of the buffalo demon. 

o The first grand worship of Goddess Durga in recorded history is said to have been celebrated in the late 

1500s. Folklores say the landlords or zamindar of Dinajpur and Malda initiated the first Durga Puja in Bengal. 

 

2. Poush Mela:Poush Mela Santiniketan is a colourful rural carnival. It is one of the important festivals in Birbhum 

of the West Bengal district. The festival is celebrated at the Santiniketan Mela Grounds with great excitement and 

the essence of Bengali culture. The mela is the perfect site for the coming together of different cultures and 

traditions from different parts of the country. 

 

3. JamaiSashti: Jamai Shashti is a day, devoted to the son-in-law. This festival is predominantly celebrated in West 

Bengal. The day is regarded as auspicious and most families organize a party, dedicated to the son-in-law. A 

grand feast is also organized to mark the occasion. The celebration of this festival is an integral part of the rich 

culture and tradition of West Bengal. 

 

4. Gangasagar Mela: Ganga is the holiest river in Hindu mythology and Ganga starts her expedition in Prayag and 

ends her long journey at this holy place and merges with the Bay of Bengal. This place is also regarded as a holy 
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destination like Prayag and so it is believed that taking a holy dip in this place can cleanse all your sins. The mela 

is explored by various foreign tourists and tourists from other religious backgrounds and thus all cultures, 

heritages mishmashes to forma single one. The light and the sacred atmosphere createdan enigmatic ambience 

that attracts tourists every year. That can be proved by the constant increment of tourists every year. After taking 

the holy dip the devotees visit the temple of ‗Kapil Muni‘ a well-known sage of Indian mythology. 

 

5. Rash Mela: Rash Mela in West Bengal is a festival celebrating the divine love of Sri Krishna and Radha. The 

month-long festival precedes the Rash Yatra. Celebrated on the full moon day in Kartik month, the Rash Yatra is a 

procession with clay deities of Lord Krishna and Radha. The parade demonstrates the life of Lord Krishna, his 

various miracles, and his deeds. The Rash Mela is an annual fair that is very famous in the Nabadwip, Cooch 

Behar and Sundarbans. 

 

6. Teesta Tea and Tourism Festival: Teesta Tea & Tourism Festival is one of the main festivals in the hilly area of 

West Bengal. Teesta Tea & Tourism Festival takes place in Darjeeling which is the door to the Himalayas in the 

state of West Bengal. The hilly area acquires a different dimension with wonderful colours and music of 

celebration. This festival is one of the main festivals in the northern part of West Bengal and this takes place in the 

months of November - December. In these months the inflow of tourist increases to observe the colourful 

celebration of Teesta Tea & Tourism Festival. 

 

7. Ratha Yatra: The festival is a grand fiesta where the holy chariots are pulled by the people. This grand occasion 

takes place in Hooghly district of West Bengal. The festival is also known as Chariot festival where the chariots of 

Lord Jaganath, lord Balaram and their sister Subhadra are drawn by general people and that make the festival 

more significant as the rope is regarded as the holy one and people with strong beliefs come to take participate in 

the grand occasion. 

 

8. JoydevKenduli Mela: The Kenduli Mela is a fair held in Kenduli, the birthplace of the famous poet Jaidev in the 

Birbhum district of West Bengal. Kenduli is at about 42 km from serene Shantiniketan. The Kenduli Mela in 

Birbhum is most well-known for gathering the Bauls, a group of mystic minstrels. They are the bearers of a 

unique musical tradition, identified by their saffron attire and distinctive musical instrument, the Ektara. They 

have the proud distinction of being included in UNESCO's list of "Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible 

Heritage of Humanity". 

The Baul community earns their livelihood by singing. The most interesting characteristic of their songs is that 

they convey profound philosophical viewpoints of life using simple expressions. They use inoffensive expressions 

in place of the ones considered offensive and yet succeed in evincing their viewpoint.  

 

9. Jalpesh Mela: It is celebrated in the month of February-March, on Shivratri, in Mainaguri town of Jalpaiguri 

district. It is almost a month-long fair, organized with great pomp and show. 

The ancient temple of Lord Shiva, called Jalpesh Temple, is the main attraction of this fair. The temple is about 

three kilometers from the township of Mainaguri. The presiding deity of this temple is 'Jalpeshwara' i.e., a form of 

Lord Shiva. Inside the temple premises, there is a Shivling (the idol of shiva in phallic form) called 'Anadi'. People 

collect sacred water from the river Teesta and walk bare foot for about 15 km to this temple and offer the water to 

the Shivling. 

 

10. NabaBarsho: NabaBarsho, also known as PoilaBaishakh, marks the beginning of New Year in Bengal. It is 

celebrated on the first day of Baishakh, as per the Hindu calendar. According to the Gregorian calendar, it falls 

either on April 14 or 15. Its celebrations dating back to the reign of Mughal Emperor Akbar. During Akbar's time, 

the last day of Chaitra (the month before Baishakh) was fixed to be the customary day for clearing all kinds of 

previous dues. On the next day i.e., the first day of Baishakh, all old accounts were removed and business began 

with all new transactions. 

The first day of Baishakh was celebrated like a festival, with new dresses and delicious cuisines. Gradually, this 

celebration was completely inculcated into Bengali culture. Even today, on Nabobarsho, businessmen open new 

account books, called Halkhata, after clearing all the previous dues. 

https://www.indianholiday.com/darjeeling/
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11. Vishnupur Festival: Vishnupur, situated in the Bankura district of West Bengal, is the seat of ancient culture of 

Bengal. The fest holds the status of a national fair. It is organized near the Madanmohna temple, in the city. The 

festival provides us with a glimpse into the folk and art forms that make up the fabulous culture of Bengal. It is 

where you can see a blend of the grandeur of ancient Bangla society and the advancement of present Bangla 

society. 

 

Folk Dances of West Bengal 
1. Brita Dance: The Brita dance of West Bengal is famous and well-known all over the world. Brita dance is also 

known as Vrita Dance. It is generally performed by the barren women of the state, in order to invoke the blessings 

of the Gods so that their wishes for a child are fulfilled. After getting their wishes are granted, the women again 

dance in the temple premises, to appease the deity and thank him for his blessings.  

 

2. Gambhira Dance:  One of the famous devotional dances of Bengal is Gambhira, the sacred devotional dance 

performed by worshippers of Shakti. The dance is named so because it is performed in the dance hall of the 

Chandi Mandir - Gambhira, which has a specially constructed pavilion in front of the shrine, for the dance. 

 

3. Chhau Dance:Chhau Dance is one of the most renowned tribal martial dances of India. The dance is known as 

Seraikella Chau in Jharkhand, Mayurbhanj Chau in Orissa, and Purulia Chhau in West Bengal. Since the dance is 

supposed to have originated in the Purulia district of Bengal, it is known as such in the state. Purulia Chhau dance 

differs quite a lot from its counterparts from other states of India and has distinctive characters of its own. It is 

internationally renowned for its beauty and perfection. 

Purulia Chau is performed on the Sun festival, which falls in the Chaitra month of the Hindu calendar i.e., March-

April as per the Gregorian calendar. However, it is not limited to the festival; the dance can be performed on other 

occasions in the state as well. The dance is basically themed on the epical stories of Ramayana and Mahabharata. 

The most popularly used themes (ragas) are Vira and Rudra, symbolizing power and strength. 

 

4. Tusu dance: It is basically performed in the month of Pausa, during the Gregorian months of December and 

January. The dance is basically related to the TusuParab (Tusu Festival), which is celebrated on the day of Makar 

Sankranti. 

The entire Tusu dance has traditional-folk essence attached to it. The dance is performed by men as well, when it 

is known as ' BhaduriyaSaila'.  

 

5. Lathi dance: Lathi dance of West Bengal, performed on Muharram, it confines within itself the feeling of remorse 

and anger, associated with this Muslim festival. During the first ten days of Muharram, the Lathi players display 

their art at several places, like road and country yards. 

The final performance of the Lathi dance is done at the Karbala ground, with 6-8 feet long bamboo stick, angled 

with metal tip, which is used like a sword during the performance.  

 

6. Santhal dance: Santhal is one of the most abundantly found tribes in India. They move to the beats of music, to 

celebrate the glory of nature, raise a message and offer prayers to the presiding deity of their tribe. Santhal dance 

is generally performed by both the men and women of the Santhal tribe. It often covers issues related to gender 

and land rights. 

 

Folk Music of West Bengal 
Bengali folk music has its traces both in present West Bengal, India and Bangladesh. Especially, Baul and Bhatiyali 

folk music and songs have been influenced by the great thinkers, singers and ballads from both sides. The two 

Bengals (East and West) are regions where folk music composition had multi forms, the ideas and patterns of tunes 

being mostly distributed and exchanged at different levels. 
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Some of the famous folk music of West Bengal is as follows: 
1. Baul: Baul songs sung by specific groups of travelling mystic minstrels known as ‗Bauls‘. Baul music celebrates 

celestial love. It carries the influences of Bhakti movements as well as the Sufi movements. One of the biggest 

exponents of this form is the philosopher-poet, Lalon Fakir. In current times, Purnochandra Das Baul is quite a 

name across the world.  

2. Bhatiyali: Bhatiyali is a traditional form of folk music in both East Bengal, Bangladesh and West Bengal, India. 

Bhatiyali is a traditional boat song, sung by boatmen while going down streams of the river. 

3. Keertan: Keertan are religious songs usually sung in chorus, mostly in praise of Lord Krishna and Gouranga. The 

impact of various religious thoughts producedafolkcultst of different types. The Vaishnava cult including 

Keertan has influenced many folk songs. 

4. Tarja: Tarja is a form of folk poetry contest from Bengal with a long tradition. Historically it used to be performed 

in the village gathering around a chandimandap or altar fother village god, fairs and other social events, in 

streets, and in marketplace religious festivals. 

5. Kavigan: Kavigan is a form of Bengali folk performance wherein folk poets sing and perform. Mukunda Das, 

more well-liked as a charankavi, was also a kaviyal. 

6. Jhumur: Jhumur is a kind of folk song that is sung before the Chhau dance starts. The songs are also based on the 

divine love of Radha and Krishna and the sublime character of the theme is maintained. 

 

Arts & Crafts of West Bengal 
Kantha Embroidery 
Kantha is a very beautiful form of embroidery that originated in West Bengal. It is basically the art of outlining 

decorative images with running stitches, on clothes, with colourful threads. It is used on saris, dhotis, kurtas, ethnic 

wear for men and women, bed linen, cushion covers, quilts and other such items. Kantha stitch is best used on cotton 

and silk. 

 
Terracotta Craft 
The terracotta craft of West Bengal is famous throughout the world, for its pastoral and rustic charm. The clay-

modelled items that form a part of this craft, made with natural colours, are a viewer's delight. They were a craze in 

Bengal during the reign of Malla rulers, in the 16th-17th century. The temple of Vishnupur stands as a marvellous 

example of the terracotta craft of Bengal. 

 
Scroll Painting 
Scroll Painting is done on thick fabrics, with the help of natural colors. Popularly called Patta Chitra in Bengal, they 

vary in length and height. However, an average scroll painting is about 15 ft long. It is divided into a number of 

compartments, with each compartment carrying an episode of the story being narrated through Pat Chitra. 

 

Dokra Metal Craft 
It is one of the most popular forms of art practised in Bengal, named after the people who practised it. It is the art of 

creating statues, pieces of jewelry, idols and many other decorative pieces, with the help of clay, wax and molten 

metal. The best part about Dokra metal crafts is that they are completely original and no replica of any item can ever 

be made. 

 

Bankura Horses 
Bankura horses are made from terracotta and are considered to be auspicious in West Bengal. They are found 

adorning one or the other corner, in almost all Bengali households. They are also used in traditional Bengali rituals, as 

they are considered to represent the holy horses in Sun God's chariot. When in the state, make sure to buy a sample of 

this craft, as a souvenir. 

 

Sholapith Craft 
Sholapith is a milky-white spongewood, used for crafting beautiful decorative pieces. It is also known as 'herbal 

ivory', as it seems to look like the milky-white items made from ivory. Sholapith is popularly used to craft head-wears 

https://www.bharatonline.com/west-bengal/arts-and-crafts/kantha-embroidery.html
https://www.bharatonline.com/west-bengal/arts-and-crafts/terracotta-craft.html
https://www.bharatonline.com/west-bengal/arts-and-crafts/scroll-painting.html
https://www.bharatonline.com/west-bengal/arts-and-crafts/dokra-metal-craft.html
https://www.bharatonline.com/west-bengal/arts-and-crafts/bankura-horses.html
https://www.bharatonline.com/west-bengal/arts-and-crafts/sholapith.html
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for bridal couples, garlands, decorative fans, animals, birds, dolls, Images of gods and Goddesses, elephant howdahs, 

peacock-boats, palanquins, flowers various kinds of crowns and backdrop of Durga Pooja stages. 

 

Literature 
 The first available evidence of the ancient Bengali literature comprises a collection of 8th-12th century Buddhist 

spiritualist poems, from Eastern India, called Charyapada or Charyageeti. The poets of these Charyapadas were 

the Siddhas or Siddhacharyas, who belonged to the states of Assam, Bengal, Orissa, and Bihar.  

 Bengali literature gained momentum in the 19h century, when great laureates like Raja Ram Mohan Roy and 

Vidyasagar started actively participating and working towards its development. In the latter half of the 19th 

century, the focus came on novel writing. The first Bengali novel was Peary Chandra Mitra's AlalerGhorerDulal, 

which came out in 1858. The other popular novels in that era were Durgesh-Nandini, Debdas, PremerSomadhi, 

GoriberMeye, PremerPothe, Nodibakshe and Abdullah. 

 In the later half of the 19th century, Bengali poetry, plays and contemporary media also flourished. Rabindra Nath 

Tagore, Bihari Lal Chakrabarty, Saradamangal and Sadhar Asan brought freshness to the Bengali poetry wing. 

Periodical press, with Digdarshan and Samachar-Darpan, also gained momentum. In this phase, the developing 

Bengali literature greatly contributed to the Indian freedom struggle as well. By the 20th century, the rendezvous 

of Bengal with the Renaissance brought about a revolution of socialist reforms, through contemporary literature. 

 Some of the famous names in contemporary Bengali literature are Sunil Gangopadhyaya, Buddhadev Guha, 

Mahashweta Devi, Samaresh Majumdar, Amiya Bhushan Majumdar,Sankha Ghosh, Debesh Roy, Bani Basu, 

Malay Roy and Moti Nandi. 

 

GEOGRAPHY 

 

Location 
 It lies between 85 degrees 50 minutes and 

89 degrees 50 minutes east longitude, and 

21 degrees 25 minutes and 27 degrees 13 minutes 

north latitude.To its northeast lie the states of Assam 

and Sikkim and the country Bhutan, and to its 

southwest, the state of Odisha. To the west, it borders 

the states of Jharkhand and Bihar, and to the 

northwest, Nepal. The capital of the state is Kolkata, 

the third-largest urban agglomeration, and the 

seventh-largest city in India. 

 

Political Geography 
 There are 30 districts and 5 divisions in West Bengal. 

The Burdwan Division consists of Paschim 

Bardhaman, Purba Bardhaman, Birbhum, 

and Hooghly; the Medinipur division consists 

of Purba Medinipur, Paschim Medinipur,  

Jhargram, Bankura and Purulia; the Jalpaiguri 

Division consists of Alipurduar, Cooch 

Behar, Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri, 

and Kalimpong;the Malda division consists of Uttar 

Dinajpur, Dakshin 

Dinajpur, Murshidabad and Malda, and 

the Presidency Division consists 

of Kolkata, Nadia, North 24 Parganas, South 24 

Parganas and Howrah.The newly added 7 districts are Ranagha, Jangipur, Behrampur, Bishnupuris, Sundarban, 

Icchemati and Bashirhat. 
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Climate 
 The climate of West Bengal is varied, with tropical savannah in the southern portions of the state, to humid 

subtropical areas in the north. Temperatures vary widely, and there are five distinct seasons. The area is 

vulnerable to heavy rainfall, monsoons, and cyclones. There are some mountains in the area which are generally 

cold all year round. 

 

Demography 
 As per details from Census 2011, West Bengal has population of 9.13 Crores, an increase from figure of 8.02 Crore 

in 2001 census. Total population of West Bengal as per 2011 census is 91,276,115 of which male and female are 

46,809,027 and 44,467,088 respectively. Literacy rate in West Bengal has seen upward trend and is 76.26 percent as 

per 2011 population census. Of that, male literacy stands at 81.69 percent while female literacy is at 70.54 percent. 

Total area of West Bengal is 88,752 sq. km. Density of West Bengal is 1,028 per sq km which is higher than national 

average 382 per sq km. Sex Ratio in West Bengal is 950 i.e. for each 1000 male, which is below national average of 

940 as per census 2011. 

 

Landforms 
1. Himalayan hill region: Himalayan hill region is situated to the north of the state. This region belongs to the 

Eastern Himalaya range. The entire Darjeeling district except the Siliguri subdivision and northern part of 

Jalpaiguri and Alipurduar district falls under this zone. It starts abruptly from the Terai region. The deep gorges 

of Teesta River, which runs from north to south has divided this mountainous region into two parts 

A. the western mountains (west part of Teesta) and 

B. The eastern mountains (east part of Teesta) 

The Western Mountains: 

 It is the higher part of Darjeeling Himalayan range, with an average height of 2200m. It is spread from Nepal 

borders to teesta river. In this part, two main ranges are observed- Singalila range and Darjeeling range. 

The Eastern Mountains:  

It is the lower part of Darjeeling Himalayan mountains with an average altitude of 1900m. Durpindara and Chola are 

two major mountain chains of this part. 

2. Terai region:The ‗'Terai'‘ ("moist land") is a belt of marshy grasslands, savannas, and forests at the base of the 

Himalaya range stretching southwards. The Terai zone is inundated yearly by the monsoon-swollen rivers of the 

Himalaya. The Terai-Duar savanna and grasslands is an ecoregion that stretches across the middle of the Terai 

belt. The Terai-Duar savanna and wetlands are a mosaic of tall grasslands, savannas and evergreen and 

deciduous forests. The Terai and Dooars region politically constitute the plains of Darjeeling District, the whole 

of Jalpaiguri and Alipurduar district and upper region of Cooch Behar District in West Bengal. The slope of the 

land is gentle, from north to south. The general height of the land is 80 to 100 The entire region is made up of 

sand, gravel and pebbles laid down by the Himalayan 

rivers likethe Teesta, Torsa, Raidak, Jaldhaka, Sankosh, Mahananda and several other small rivulets. The Teesta 

has divided the area into two parts- the western part is known as the Terai whereas the eastern part is known as 

the Dooars or Duars. The Dooars region can be further subdivided into the Siliguri or Western Dooars, the middle 

or Jalpaiguri Dooars and the eastern or AlipurDooars. 

 

3. North Bengal plains:North Bengal plain start from the south of Terai region and continues up to the left bank of 

the Ganges. The southern parts of the district Jalpaiguri, North Dinajpur baring some extreme northern 

regions, South Dinajpur, Malda, Alipurduar and southern part of Cooch Behar districts constitute this 

geographical region. The narrow land mass in the North Dinajpur district is known as Mahananda Corridor. This 

corridor runs north to south joining Malda with the plains of Jalpaiguri, Alipurduar and Cooch Behar. The entire 

part of North and South Dinajpur is silt laden plain. 

Mahananda River divides the district of Malda into two parts. The eastern part consists of undulating plains and 

some tilasand is made up of old alluvium and is a part of the Ganges delta. It is also known as Barind or 

Barendrabhumi. In contrast to the eastern part, the western part is made up of new alluvium and in this part 

River Kalindi joins the Mahananda River. The part of Malda lying to the north of river Kalindi is known as tal. 

This is a lowland and covered with swamps and beels (small water bodies). Whereas the area south of the Kalindi 
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is a very fertile land and is known as diara.The plain in the south of Jalpaiguri, Alipurduar and Cooch Behar 

district is also made of new alluvium deposited by numerous rivers like 

the Teesta, Torsa, Raidak, Jaldhaka, Sankosh, Balason, Punarbhaba, Atrai and several other small rivulets. 

 

4. Coastal plain: A small coastal region is on the extreme south of the state. A part of the district of Purba 

Medinipur along the Bay of Bengal constitutes the coastal plain. This emergent coastal plain is made up of sand 

and mud deposited by rivers and by wind. Parallel to the coast are colonies of sand dunes and marshy areas.  

 

5. Sundarbans:  The Sundarbans delta is the largest mangrove forest in the world situated in the South 24 

Parganas district. It lies at the mouth of the Ganges and is spread across areas of Bangladesh and West 

Bengal, India. The Bangladeshi and Indian portions of the jungle are listed in the UNESCO world heritage list 

separately as the Sundarbans and Sundarbans National Park respectively, though they are parts of the same 

forest. The Sundarbans are intersected by a complex network of tidal waterways, mudflats, and small islands of 

salt-tolerant mangrove forests, and present an excellent example of ongoing ecological processes. The general 

average height of the area is 10 m. This area has been created by the deposition of silt by its numerous rivers 

namely, Hoogly, Matla River, Jamira River, Gosaba River, Saptamukhi River, Haribhanga River and their 

tributaries. The formation of the delta is an ongoing process and new bars and islands are being created along the 

rivers and at the river mouth. A large section of the area remains underwater during incoming times. 

The area is known for its wide range of fauna. The most famous among these is the royal Bengal tiger, but 

numerous species of birds, spotted deer, crocodiles and snakes also inhabit it. It is estimated that there are now 

400 Bengal tigers and about 30,000 spotted deer in the area. 

 

6. Western plateau and highlands: The Western plateau and highlands form the eastern fringes of the Chota 

Nagpur Plateau and are made up of igneous rocks of the Archaean era as well as coal-

bearing mudstone and quartzite rocks of the Carboniferous period. The western part 

of Purulia, Bankura, Birbhum, Bardhaman and Paschim Medinipur districts constitutes this area. Because of 

long and continuous erosion, the whole region has been transformed into an undulating peneplain. This area 

is interspersed by small monadnocks locally known as tila. Some of the important hills in the area 

include Ajodhya Hills (677 m), Panchet (643 m) and Baghmundi of Purulia, Biharinath (452 m) 

and Susunia (442 m) of Bankura. The area has a slope from the west to the east. The altitude in the area ranges 

from 500 to 100 m. Gorgaburu in the Ayodhya Hills (677 m) is the highest point in the region. 

 

7. Ganges delta: The Ganges delta consists of the whole of Nadia, Kolkata, North 24 Parganas, and South 24 
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Parganas districts and the Eastern half of Murshidabad district. River Ganges passes through this vast area and 

divides into three distinct parts – the old delta, the mature delta and the active delta. 

The old delta consists of the districts of Murshidabad and Nadia. The formation of the delta is complete and the 

rivers here are heavily silted and many have even dried up in due course of time. Silted rivers, 

swamps, beels and oxbow lakes forms the area. This area is also known as the Bagri region. 

The districts of Kolkata and North 24 Parganas form mature delta regionsmion. The rivers are slow and 

meandering and frequently shift their courses. Swamps, beels and oxbow lakes characterise the scenery. The 

district of South 24 Parganas is known to be the active delta of the Ganges, where the formation of the delta is still 

an ongoing process. 

 

Natural Vegetation of West Bengal 
 The state of West Bengal is rich in forest cover areas. A wide variation in the natural vegetation found in the state 

due to the presence of variations in soil, topography, and other climatic factors. The state has the biggest 

mangrove forest in the world. 

 The forests in West Bengal are categorised into 6 broad categories on the basis of soil, moisture, altitude, and other 

climatic factors. They are:  

1. TROPICAL MOIST DECIDUOUS FOREST: This type of forest is observed in the lower reaches of North Bengal 

mainly in the districts of Alipurduar,Jalpaiguri, and Coochbehar (Terai region). Around the entire Duars and 

Terai area are the main sites of the tropical moist deciduous forest.  

The main species varieties found in this forest are the betel nut, champ, coconut, jackfruit, mango, mahua, sissoo, 

simul, teak, sal, etc. 

 

2. TROPICAL DRY DECIDUOUS FOREST: This type of forest is observed in the Western plateau regions of West 

Bengal in the districts of Bankura, Birbhum, Bardhaman, Purulia, East Midnapore and West Midnapore.  

The main species varieties found in this forest are sal, peasal, kend, mahul, kusum, karam, asan, bahera, rahara, 

dhaw, mango, jam, etc. Forest products are mainly used in paper mills,  timber, matchbox, bidi, rope making, silk 

production factories. 

 

3. SUB-TROPICAL BROAD-LEAFED WET HILL FOREST: This type of forest is in the middle ranges of North 

Bengal with an altitude between 300 m-1650 m. The forest mainly belongs to the areas are Phuguri, Mirik, Kuhi, 

upper Sumbong, upper Reyong, Majua, lower Babukhola, etc in the districts of Darjeeling, Kalimpong, and some 

parts of Jalpaiguri.  

The main species varieties usually found in this forest are mowa, katus, panisaj, lek, malata, kawla, etc. 

 

4. MONTANE WET TEMPERATE FOREST: This type of forest is located in upper ranges of North Bengal with an 

altitude between 1650 m-3000 m. The forest mainly belongs to the districts of Darjeeling and Kalimpong especially 

in the areas of Kankibong, Lopchu, Little Rangit, Mahaldiram, Paglajhora, Selimbong, etc.  

The main species varieties usually found in this forest are oak, maple, pine, fir, deodar, and spruce. 

 

5. SUB-ALPINE FOREST: This type of forest is observed in the very high ranges of North Bengal hills (generally in 

the Northern part of the Darjeeling district) with an altitude between 3000 m – 3700 m. The main sites of this 

forest are Phalut, Sandakphu, Sabarkum, etc. 

The species commonly found in these forests are junipers, birch, rhododendrons, berberis, milling bamboo, laurel, 

etc. Oak and magnolia trees are found in the region of Kalimpong. Dwarf rhododendrons, meadows, and small 

flowering bushes are found in the upper Singalila range. 

 

6. LITTORAL AND SWAMP FOREST / THE MANGROVE FOREST: Salinity tolerant forest ecosystem is called a 

mangrove forest. The largest mangrove forest is Sundarban around the world. This mangrove forest generally 

develops in the coastal intertidal zone. In West Bengal, this type of forest is observed in the Ganga-Brahmaputra 

delta (Sundarbans) i.e., in the South 24 Parganas district and Southern region of the North 24 Parganas districts. 

This forest situates at just 0 to 10 m above sea level.  

This type of forest mostly contains Sundari mangrove trees. The trees of mangrove forests have breathing roots 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sundarbans
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and they are usually very large to stand in deep mud. The other main species found in these forests are Keora or 

Keya, casuarina trees, goran, geowa, baen, dhundal, etc. A variety of wildlife such as Royal Bengal Tigers, 

Gangetic River Dolphin, crocodiles, spotted deer, rhino, wild boar, monkey, fishing cats, foxes, pangolin, jungle 

fowl, king cobras, prawns, crabs, water insects etc. reside in mangrove forests. A variety of birds species also 

reside here, such as Kingfisher, White-bellied Sea eagle, Plovers,Lap-Wings, Curfews, Whimbrels etc. 

 

The forests of Sundarbans are recognised as the World Heritage Site in 1987 by UNESCO. Due to the availability 

of many fish species in the rivers, tribal people have settled their life in this forest, and they also collect honey and 

wax as well. 

 

Agriculture 
 The 1978 agreement was signed between Bihar and West Bengal for the sharing of waters of DamodarBarakar, 

Ajoy, MayurakshiSidheshwari Noon Beel and Mahananda river basins. The average size of land holding is only 

0.77 ha.  

 The net cropped area is 52.05 lakh ha which comprises 68% of the geographical area and 92% of arable land. The 

cropping intensity is 184%. However, as the State is located in the humid tropic and the Bay of Bengal is close by, 

it has to often face vagaries of nature like floods,cyclonese, hailstorm etc. Though the State has a surplus 

production of rice, vegetables and potato, a huge gap exists between the requirement and production of pulses, 

oilseeds, and maize.  

 

Major Crops of West Bengal 
 West Bengal produces a significant percentage of India‘s rice harvest. Other major crops are sugarcane and 

oilseeds. Jute is especially prominent along the border with Bangladesh and south of the Ganges River. Mangoes, 

jackfruit, and bananas are widely produced in the southern and central portions of the state. Wheat and potatoes 

are produced as winter crops throughout the south. The northern areas around Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri have 

long been known for their production of high-quality tea. The Darjeeling region also produces oranges, apples, 

pineapples, ginger, and cardamom. 

 

Soil Types 
 The soil of West Bengal is broadly divided into four types - Mountain soils, Alluvial soils, Red soils, and Clayey 

Saline soils. 

Mountain Soil:  

 The Northern region of West Bengal has mountain soil. This soil is formed by the process of weathering igneous 

and metamorphic rocks. It is less fertile and black in colour. The soil is suitable for tea, pineapple, oranges, and 

pears cultivation. 

Alluvial Soil:  

 This soil is comparatively newer than old Alluvial and is also called Khadar. This soil is found along the banks of 

the rivers. The soil is sandy loam to clayey in texture. New Alluvial soil is located in the plains of West Bengal, 

South of the Bhagirathi river up to the mouth of the Hooghly river. Murshidabad, Nadia, Howrah, and North 24-

Parganas consist of new alluvium soil. 

Red Soil:  

 This soil is found in the districts of Birbhum, Bardhaman, Bankura, Midnapore, some parts of Malda, and 

Dinajpur. The presence of ferrous oxide makes the soil red, reddish-brown, or red-black in colour. 

Clayey Saline Soil:  

 The Sundarbans and the coastal areas of the state have this type of soil. The soil is bluish in colour. It is acidic and 

has very loose particles due to excess organic matter. 

 

 

 

 

ECONOMY 
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 West Bengal, India‘s sixth largest state in terms of economic size, has a projected Gross State Domestic Product 

(GSDP) of Rs. 17.13 trillion in 2022-23. The state‘s GSDP grew at a CAGR of 11.54% from 2015-16 to 2022-23.  

 In FY22, the total exports from the state stood at US$ 12.59 billion. West Bengal exported key items such as iron & 

steel and marine products. During 2018-19, the state produced a total of 1.85 million tonnes of fish. 

 Its location advantage makes the state a traditional market for eastern India, the Northeast, Nepal, and Bhutan. It 

is also a strategic entry point for markets in Southeast Asia. The cost of operating a business is lower in Kolkata 

than in other metropolitan cities. 

 West Bengal has abundant natural resources of minerals and suitable agro-climatic conditions for agriculture, 

horticulture, and fisheries. It is in the vicinity ofmineral-rich states like Jharkhand, Bihar, and Odisha. It offers 

excellent connectivity to the rest of India in terms of railways, roadways, ports, and airports. 

 As of March 2022, West Bengal had a total installed power generation capacity of 10,700.29 MW, of which 6,017.95 

MW was under state utilities, 2,902 MW under the private sector and 1,780.34 MW under central utilities. 

 Between October 2019-December 2021, FDI inflows in West Bengal stood at US$ 922.31 million. 

 West Bengal ranked eleventh among Indian states on ease of doing business and reforms implementation 

according to a study by the World Bank and KPMG. 

 

West Bengal’s Contribution to Indian Economy FY21 

GSDP India West Bengal 

1 GSDP as a percentage of all states‘ GSDP 100 6.30 

2 GSDP growth rate 9.8 10.29 

3 Per Capita GSDP 1982.65 1816 

Social Indicators   

1 Literacy 74.04 77.08 

2 Birth Rate 20 15 

Industrial Infrastructure   

1 Operational PPP Projects 1824 32 

2 Operational SEZs 267 7 

Physical Infrastructure in West Bengal   

1 Installed Power Capacity 399, 496.61 MW 10, 700.29 MW 

2 National Highway Length (Kms) 140, 995 3, 675 

3 Major ports 13 2 

4 Airports 129 7 

Investments   

1 Cumulative FDI equity inflow (million USD) 126, 690.84 922.31 

 

Industry 
Textile Industry 
 The Indian Textile Industry contributes approximately 5% to India's gross domestic product (GDP) and 14% to the 

overall Index of Industrial Production (IIP). The textile sector remains as one of the largest contributors to India's 

exports with approximately 27% of total export earnings in 2015. 

 

West Bengal Government Initiatives 

The State Government envisages developing West Bengal as a competitive textile hub by increasing its share from the 

current 6% to at least 12% in the next few years. To fulfil this objective, the following initiatives have been introduced: 

 The integrated textile development project (TB <PRO-BEN - GAL) of 13 Textile Parks (about 500 acres/200 

hectares) are under 4 broad categories, viz, Apparel & Garments; Dyeing & Processing; Power loom& Apparel 

and Technical Textiles 

 Financial assistance for cluster development, water conservation, environmental compliance, standard quality 

compliance, market development, branding & designing. 

 Land free from all encumbrances offered for the development of infrastructure under Private Public Partnership 
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mode. 

 Infrastructure like access roads, power substations, and Common Effluent Treatment Plants (CETP) supported by 

the State Government. 

 Fiscal incentives for units to be set up in different Textile Parks, such as capital investment subsidy, interest 

subsidy, power tariff subsidy, exemption of stamp duty, reimbursement of VAT, reimbursement of electricity 

duty, Entry Tax concession, etc. as per the Textile Policy of the State. 

 Additional fiscal incentives on the export of technical textiles 

 

Automotive Industry 
 The automotive industry here in West Bengal is dominated by Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs). The 

industry for auto components comprises of units manufacturing a wide range of products ranging from simple 

nuts and bolts to complex items such as shafts, radiators, and axles. Easy access to raw materials such as iron and 

steel in the area serves as an added advantage to the growth of the automotive and auto components industry in 

the state. 

 

Key policy-level intervention 

 Allowing 100% FDI in the sector. 

 Removal of minimum capital clauses for fresh entrants. 

 Conducting incessant modernization of the industry & facilitate indigenous design 

 Research & development. 

 Leveraging the state's software technology into automotive technology, wherever relevant. 

 

Leather Industry 
 The Leather Industry holds a prominent place in the Indian economy for its consistency in high export earnings. 

It is among the top ten foreign exchange earners for the country. With an annual turnover of over US$ 12.50 

billion, the export of leather and leather products increased manifold over the past few decades and touched US$ 

5.85 billion during 2015-16. 

 West Bengal - A traditional hub and the preferred destination: West Bengal, particularly Kolkata and its suburbs 

has developed tremendously into a highly successful Leather & Leather Goods Export Hub from India within a 

short span of three decades. The following factors have helped immensely: 

o Easy availability of good quality raw materials in considerable quantity. 

o Strong tannery and leather processing base. 

o Availability of the special soft quality cow Nappa leather that most German Brands prefer. This particular 

type of leather processing uses "soft" river water available abundantly in the state. 

o Presence of support industries like Leather Chemicals, metal fittings, and ancillary product suppliers. 

o Ample availability of skilled labour. 

o Good connectivity through roads, sea ports and airports. 

o Progressive mindset of exporters and interest in new technology and R&D. 

o State-of-the-art-factories for compliance with international standards (SA-8000, BSCI, REACH). 

o Presence of reputed educational institutions for training in design, manufacturing processes and technology 

further strengthens the skilled workforce in the state. 

o Special attention to environmental compliances. 

 West Bengal is the hub of Leather Goods Exports from India, having about 50% share of total exports in this 

category. Out of the total 2020 tanneries in India, West Bengal has about 538 tanneries, which is 26.6% of the total. 

The number of Leather Footwear units is about 230 and the number of Leather Goods Units is about 436, holding 

a total percentage share of 30% of the entire sector. 

 

 

 

Power and Energy Industry 
 West Bengal Renewable Energy Development Agency, formed in the year 1993, has implemented many programs 

related to solar energy, wind energy, mini & micro hydro, bio-energy, etc. 
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Key Initiatives 

 Universal electrification of all households with a grid connection by end of 2015-16 is the most important initiative 

under the ongoing "SabarGhareAlo" program. Strong emphasis is being given to improving the overall 

distribution. New schemes have been launched: "SechBandhu" in rural areas, and Integrated Power Development 

Scheme (IPDS) in urban areas. 

 To further improve rural electrification, under the ‗DeendayalUpadhyaya Gram JyotiYojana', 18 new projects 

worth US$ 707 million were sanctioned. 

 West Bengal Renewable Energy Development Agency, implemented many programs related to solar energy, 

wind energy, mini & micro-hydro, bio-energy, etc. 

Solar Power 
 A large number of initiatives has been taken by the state government in the field of renewables, especially for 

solar energy. The state government is taking up an ambitious project of setting up a 1200 MW (4 X 300 MW) grid-

connected SPV power project which is proposed to be linked with an upcoming 1000 MW Turga Pump Storage 

Project in the Purulia district. A state-of-the-art Solar Dome will be constructed at the Eco-Park, Rajarhat. 
 
Gas - City Gas Distribution (CGD) 
 Emphasis is also being laid on Gas as a source of power. The potential for City Gas Distribution (CGD) network in 

Kolkata and its surrounding districts is expected to see significant growth in the future. 

GCGSCL, a State Government enterprise, received authorization from the Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory 

Board (PNGRB) for the development of CGD in the Greater Kolkata Geographical Area (GA) in Feb2016. The 

authorization has been given for setting up the CGD network covering Kolkata Municipal Corporation and 

adjoining areas of Howrah, Hooghly, Nadia, North 24-Parganas, and South 24-Parganas districts. 

 The drivers for city gas demand include the rising levels of urbanization, usage benefits, level of awareness, 

government's thrust for developing CGD (Incl. Smart Cities), diesel price deregulation, and interest in CGD by 

infrastructure developers. 

 LNG: H-Energy is to develop a 715 km long re-gasified LNG pipeline from a Floating Storage Re-gasification 

(FSRU) unit located in the state. 

 

Hydropower 

 The State is laying emphasis on the development of hydropower generation capacity. WBSEDCL has identified 

the potential to develop 6,300 MW of hydropower which includes a pumped storage potential of 4,800 MW and 

1,500 MW of canal falls. 

 

Engineering Industry 
 The state also enjoys a rapidly growing economy, a vast expanding consumer market, the best in the country in 

terms of quality and availability of power, low cost of living and a large reservoir of scientific and technical 

human resources along with India's best educational institutions. 

 

Major engineering products exported from West Bengal 

 The engineering sector is the largest segment of the overall Indian industrial sector. Engineering exports account 

for over 20% of India's total exports making it the largest foreign exchange earner for the country. 

 West Bengal has traditionally been at the forefront being a large producer of engineering goods. West Bengal has 

one of the highest growth rates of State Gross Domestic Product (SGDP). The State plays a very crucial role in the 

export basket of engineering goods from Eastern India. 

o Iron and Steel along with the Products of Iron and Steel. 

o Industrial Machinery. 

o Non-Ferrous Metals and Products. 

o Air conditioning and Refrigeration Machinery and Parts. 

o Electric Machinery and Equipment. 

o Accumulator and Battery. 

o Auto Components/Parts. 
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o Aircraft, Spacecraft and Parts. 

o Railway Transport and Parts. 

o Cranes, Lifts & Winches. 

o Construction Machinery. 

o Hand Tools, Cutting Tools and Implements made of metals. 

o Machinery for ATMs, Injecting Moulding machinery, valves. 

o Nuclear Reactors, Industrial Boilers and parts 

o Medical and scientific instruments 

 

Advantages of West Bengal 

 Human Skill: It has a vast talent pool equipped with a literate English-speaking skilled workforce. The state also 

has an adequate amount of cheap and skilled labour force. 

 Strategic geographical location: Located at the centre of the Eastern Region of India, having high export potential 

due to its proximity to the markets of the South- East Asian countries. West Bengal is flanked by three of India's 

SAARC neighbours viz. Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan as well as its proximity and closeness to Myanmar. 

 Good connectivity: Roadways, ports and airports. Major stretches of the Golden Quadrilateral project also pass 

through the Northern districts of the state. The presence of the Kolkata and Haldia ports has helped facilitate the 

import of raw materials (as and when necessary) and the export of finished engineering goods. 

 Quality Power: With the availability of 24 X 7 power, West Bengal is a power surplus State. The availability of 

abundant power is a major advantage for the growth of engineering industries in the State. 

 Abundant water: Being a riverine and rain-fed state, water is available throughout the year in West Bengal. 

 Iron & Steel Plants: West Bengal has age-old Iron and steel plants, mini steel plants (mainly rolling mills) and 

aluminium plants supplying the necessary raw materials for the engineering industries. The presence of some 

major players in the state, viz, Steel Authority of India (SAIL), Bhushan Ltd, Electro steel Casting Ltd, 

Gontermann Peipers(I) Ltd, Vesuvius India Ltd etc. is a favourable factor. 

 Available Local Market: The presence of a market for different engineering goods is another favourable factor for 

the development of these industries. This coupled with a tradition of export of engineering goods from West 

Bengal makes it a preferred destination for manufacturing engineering goods. 

 Growth Centres and Industrial Parks: There are multiple growth centres and industrial parks for medium and 

large-scale industries in the State providing ready-to-use infrastructure to prospective industries. 

 

Mining Industry 
 West Bengal is 3rd largest in India in mineral production accounting for about one-fifth of total mineral 

production. Coal accounts for 99% of extracted minerals of the state, which has 11% of the total national coal 

reserves. 

 Deocha-Pachami Coal Block: India's largest coal mine located in the southwestern part of Birbhum Coalfield in 

West Bengal. Spread over approximately 10 sq. km, in-place reserves of coal are estimated at 2,100 million tonnes 

with an investment potential of Rs. 20,000 crores (US$ 3 billion). 

 

Locations: 

 Asansol-Raniganj, Durgapur in Burdwan district 

 North Western Purulia and Bankura District 

 Deocha-Pachami-Dewanganj-Harisingha area in Birbhum District 

The prospects of Coal Bed methane production potential from the Raniganj coal reserves are estimated at 12 million 

cu. Metres/ day is a useful source of energy for the future. 

 

Other minerals 
 A lot of other naturally occurring mineral sources such as Apatite, Wolframite, Kyanite, Decorative stones, Base 

Metal, and Sand form a considerable chunk of the total mineral base of the state. New deposits of Sulphur and 

Silica have been unveiled, which has led to a spur in overall production. 

 The mineral sources are uniformly distributed throughout West Bengal. Rock phosphate deposits are found in 

Beldhi, Chirugora and Kutni regions of the Purulia district. Deposits of granite and kaolinite are found in Purulia, 
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Bankura and Birbhum districts. Deposits of basalt-trap rocks used to prepare road metals are available in the 

Birbhum district. 

 As per Govt. of India regulations, FDI up to 100% is allowed in exploration, mining, minerals processing and 

metallurgy under the automatic route for all non-fuel and non-atomic minerals including diamonds and precious 

stones. This holds a lot of promise for foreign investors to invest in West Bengal. 

 

Maritime Industry 
 West Bengal is one of the 13 maritime states and union territories in India with a coastline of 950 kilometres. It 

is richly endowed with natural maritime advantages and navigable and potentially navigable waterways 

including NW1 and 15 other NWs. It lies on important national & international trade routes to China, 

Bangladesh, Singapore, New Zealand, Australia, Indonesia, Malaysia, etc. and other Coastal states. The state acts 

as a gateway to East & North-East and serves as a port of entry to landlocked states of Central & Northern India 

and Nepal and Bhutan, its neighbouring countries. 

Ports of West Bengal-Current Scenario 

Two major ports exist at Kolkata and Haldia: 

 KoPT was adjudged 'Major Port of the Year for 2014-15 for handling 16% of the total no. of vessels during 2014-

2015. Capacity augmentation and mechanization at a huge scale are necessary to cater to growing demand. Bhor 

Sagar Port, a major new deep-sea port at Sagar Island coming up in 2019, work on the project has started. A new 

deep-sea port is proposed near Tajpur and a minor port at Kulpi. 

 

Major opportunities in Maritime Sector 

 Ports: Upcoming major and minor ports/fishing harbours. 

 Port-led industrialization. 

 Port-led infrastructure development. 

 Inland waterways. 

 Development of coastal region/coastal community development. 

 

Chemical Industry 
 The Eastern States, due to their immense and relatively untapped economic potential, can play a major role in 

taking the Indian economy to a higher growth trajectory. With its rich natural resource base, Eastern India can 

truly be the flag-bearer of the country's growth in the next decade. 

 Sustainable utilisation of the Eastern region's rich natural and mineral resources can propel the region as a 

chemical manufacturing hub. Manufacturing, through its various backward and forward linkages, can lead to 

significant employment generation and can contribute to the East's rising as well. West Bengal specifically has 

tremendous growth potential in the chemical industry. 

 

Indian Chemical Industry 

 The Indian Chemical Industry is a significant component of the Indian Economy with revenue of approximately 

USD 80 billion and is ranked 6th largest in the world and third largest in Asia. 

 The sector contributes about 3% of the GDP of the country. Eastern India is a consuming hub with major 

consuming industries like leather, mini steel plants, minerals and metals, jute, textiles, paints, pigments, chemicals 

and solvents, food & beverages, confectionery, beer, country liquor, hydroelectric & thermal power plants, tea 

plantation, edible oil units, petroleum refineries etc. 

 Downstream plastic units consume large quantities of PVC Resin, LLDP, HOPE, PET Resin etc. This huge 

consuming base provides ample opportunities for setting up units for manufacturing inorganic, organic, and 

speciality water treatment chemicals, dyes & pigments because most of the raw materials are either imported 

from other states or foreign countries. 

Opportunities in West Bengal 

 There are a few basic chemical manufacturing units like soda ash, sodium bicarbonate, caustic soda, chlorine, PVC 

resin, sulphuric acid, sodium metabisulphite, and sodium sulphide in this region but have a large consumption 

appetite. Large quantities of raw materials like sulphur, rock phosphate, and coal are easily available to name 

some. 
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 Close proximity to overseas large markets like Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan and SE Asia, gateway to seven north-

eastern states apart from neighbouring states like Orissa, Jharkhand, Bihar and UP, presence of two large 

container and bulk handling ports like Kolkata and Haldia, well-developed road connectivity, abundance 

water, cheap labour, unlimited quality power and low cost of doing business provide ample opportunities for 

setting up chemical units in West Bengal. 

 Mitsubishi PTA, Haldia Petrochemicals, Dhunseri Petrochemical, BASF, Sika Ag, Nalco Water India Ltd, PMC 

Rubber Chemicals, and DIC India are some of the extremely successful, either wholly-owned or joint venture 

units, are running in West Bengal. 

Rubber Industry 
Rubber Cluster and the Howrah Rubber Park 

 West Bengal has been a pioneer of the Indian rubber industry. The present industrial policy of the Government of 

West Bengal provides all support to the rubber industry. A mega industrial cluster of rubber is coming up in 

Howrah. The project is being developed under a public-private partnership (PPP). 

 The Union Ministry of Commerce & Industry, WBIDC, and the Government of West Bengal are stakeholders of 

this project along with 206 constituents of the Indian rubber industry on the other. 

 A Rubber Park is being developed over 110 acres of land under the cluster at Sanjhrail with a project cost of Rs 50 

crore (USD 7 million). The Park is expected to attract investment worth Rs 1500 crore (USD 200 million). The 

infrastructure developmental work of the park is on in full swing. It is proposed to have facilities like Business 

Centre, IT Centre, Drawing& Designing Centre, and state-of-the-art testing labs apart from individually 

developed logistics & distribution facilities and manufacturing units. 

 

Solar Power Industry 
 As India's energy requirements have been expected to increase by 200% from FY 2015-30, 175 GW of renewable 

energy will contribute to 18.9% of India's entire power consumption in 2022. India is expecting an unprecedented 

increase in energy demand that is likely to double by 2030. Most of this demand will be driven from East and 

North-East India as most of the development in the coming days will be from this region. The target for East India 

itself is 13 GW of solar capacity. Scalability, ease of deployment, and abundant availability of sunshine across the 

East. North East India has positioned the region as a bright region to focus on for this sunshine sector. 

 The Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar Mission (JNNSM) was launched by the Ministry of New and Renewable 

Energy (MNRE) Government of India in 2010.The government has established annual targets to reach 100 GW of 

grid-interactive solar power capacity by 2022, of which 40 GW should comprise of solar rooftop capacity I off the 

grid sector and 60 GW for utility-scale and solar park projects. This would make India one of the largest green 

energy producers in the world. To implement the above targets an investment of over 160Billion $ is required in 

the next seven years according to MNRE. 

 

Solar Power Demand Trends in West Bengal and SE Asia 

 As the degree of urbanization in West Bengal is rapidly growing at the rate of 3.92% energy demand is estimated 

to be high. The projected peak demand is between8,937 and 10,871 MW in 2021 increasing to about 14,730MW by 

2031. States in East and North-East India have less than 30% of households with (electricity) access. The most 

significant milestone that the nation must achieve is 100% households having a 24x7 quality supply of electricity. 

The State-level Perspective Power Planning Committee (2006) has projected the aggregate demand for electricity 

to be between 66,368 and 71,351 MU by FY 2021. In the recent past, the demand of domestic consumers grew 19 

per cent and with rapid industrialization, the same electricity demand growth can be seen in the industrial and 

commercial sectors. 

 The development of Southeast Asia in the next 30 years will require a lot of energy. To fuel an average of 6%+ 

economic growth Southeast Asia will need to boost its electricity production from an estimated 180 GW capacity 

to 460 GW in 2035. In the business-as-usual (BAU) case, Southeast Asia‘s primary energy demand is projected to 

increase from 554.8 million tons of oil equivalent (Mtoe) in 2010 to 1,110.2 Mtoe in 2035 at an annual rate of 2.8%. 

 Solar energy is also likely to reach grid parity sooner than anticipated and become competitive with conventional 

energy sources, considering increasing coal prices, decreasing module prices, technological innovations, and 

increasing installations. According to India Ratings and Research report, Solar power is likely to become cheaper 

than or equivalent to conventional thermal energy prices over the next two to three years and reach Rs.4-4.5/kWh 



P a g e  | 25 

 

 

by FY18 

 

Opportunity 

 In light of these trends - including a shift in East India's solar market from policy-driven incentive-based projects 

to parity-driven projects –the tremendous potential exists for investors, developers, and equipment suppliers to 

experience success in the solar sector. Solar energy is fast-approaching grid parity and emerging as a cost-

competitive solution. In light of reducing solar costs, increasing grid tariffs,increased customer awareness, strong 

policy support, and on-ground net metering implementation across all East and North-East India states, solar 

proves to be a massive market opportunity for investors, developers and manufacturers alike. 

 

West Bengal -A preferred destination 

 West Bengal, the gateway to East India, has the ability to successfully unleash the growth of rooftop solar and 

could lead to spillover benefits through technology, skills, business models, and experience that can move the 

country forward to providing energy access for all by 2022. 

 

GI Tags in West Bengal 

 Darjeeling Tea (word & logo) 

 Nakshi Kantha 

 Santiniketan Leather Goods 

 Malda Laxman Bhog Mango 

 Khirsapati (Himsagar) 

mangoes 

 MaldaFazli Mango 

 Santipur Saree 

 Baluchari Saree 

 Dhaniakhali Saree 

 Joynagar Moa 

 BardhamanSitabhog 

 BardhamanMihidana 

 Gobindobhog Rice 

 Tulaipanji Rice 

 BanglarRasogolla 

 Bankura Panchmura  

Terracotta Craft 

 Bengal Patachitra 

 Purulia Chhau Mask 

 Wooden Mask of Kushmandi 

 Madurkathi 

 

UNESCO World Heritage Sites of West Bengal 
1. Sundarban National Park: The Sundarbans National Park is a Tiger Reserve, and a Biosphere Reserve located on 

the Ganges Delta in West Bengal. Shares its boundaries with Bangladesh, it is the largest estuarine mangrove 

forest in the world, and one of the largest and oldest national parks in India. The present Sundarban National 

Park was declared the core area of the Sundarban Tiger Reserve in 1973 and a wildlife sanctuary in 1977. It was 

declared a National Park in 1984. Later, the park is declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1987 and is 
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considered a World Network of Biosphere Reserve (Man and Biosphere Reserve) since 1989. Sundarbans are 

integral to the world‘s largest delta of 80,000 km2 formed from sediments deposited by the three great rivers, the 

Ganges, the Brahmaputra, and the Meghna. Sundarbans is one of the largest reserves for the Bengal tiger, and it 

has the highest number of Bengal Tigers than any other park in the world.  It is also home to a variety of bird, 

reptile, and invertebrate species, including the salt-water crocodile. 

2. Darjeeling Himalayan Railway: Built between 1879 & 1881, the Darjeeling Himalayan Railway, also known as 

the Toy Train, is a 2 feet narrow-gauge railway in the Indian state of West Bengal. The Toy Train begins its 

journey from Siliguri and reaches Darjeeling after covering 78 km and crossing 13 stations on its way, including 

Ghoom, the highest station in India. Running up to a height of over 7,000 feet, the Darjeeling Himalayan Railway 

is one of the oldest and highest railway lines in the world.  The Darjeeling Himalayan Railway was recognized as 

a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1999. The Nilgiri Mountain Railway was added in 2005 and the Kalka–Shimla 

railway in 2008., which were collectively called Mountain Railways of India.  

 

Protected Areas of West Bengal 
National Parks Wildlife Sanctuaries Biosphere Reserves 

Sundarbans National Park Senchal Wildlife Sanctuary Sunderbans Biosphere 

Neora Valley National Park Lothian Island Wildlife Sanctuary 

Jaldapara National Park Mahananda Wildlife Sanctuary 

Gurumara National Park Sajnekhali Wildlife Sanctuary 

Singalila National Park  Pakhi Bitan Wildlife Sanctuary 

Buxa National Park  

 

STATE GOVERNMENT SCHEMES 

 

1. Akanksha: Considering the hardship faced by the State Government employees for construction of their own 

houses/ flats for their own accommodation, the Governor has introduced a new scheme of House Building Loan 

to the State Government Employees named "AKANKSHA" with a provision of 100 crore rupees. The Government 

will provide suitable land free of cost to the Housing Department for the construction of flats, which will be 

identified by the Land and Land Reforms Department of West Bengal. 

 

2. Amar Fasal, Amar Gola: The West Bengal Government announced a pilot project to provide financial assistance 

to marginal farmers of the State so that they can have their own storehouses and vending carts. A subsidy varying 

between Rs. 5,000 and Rs. 25,000 will be provided for the warehouses. Though there are 24 lakh small and 

marginal farmers in the State, only around 10,000 such farmers would be covered initially under two schemes. 

Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has named the schemes Amar Fasal, Amar Gola (My Crop, My Storehouse) and 

Amar Fasal Amar Gari (My crop, my vehicle). In the case of the AmarFasal Amar Gari project, the rate of subsidy 

would be Rs. 10,000 flats. This project will facilitate those farmers who wish to directly sell their products to end 

users. The subsidies would be directly credited to the bank accounts of those farmers who own Kisan Credit 

Cards. 

 

3. Anandadhara: The Government of India has launched The National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM) under 

the Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD). In West Bengal, NRLM has been launched as ANANDADHARA by 

the Honourable Chief Minister on 17th May 2012. The agenda is to mobilize the rural poor and vulnerable people 

into self-managed, federated institutions and support them for livelihood collectives. In addition, the poor would 

be facilitated to achieve increased access to their rights, entitlements and public services, diversified risk and 

better social indicators of empowerment. To further these objectives, WBSRLM (West Bengal State Rural 

Livelihoods Mission), a registered society under the Society Registration Act 1860 has been formed by the 

Government of West Bengal to implement the National Rural Livelihood Mission in the state. 

 

4. Gatidhara: The West Bengal Government launched the Gatidhara scheme in August 2014. The Gatidhara scheme 

was outlined by the finance minister in the budget in February. Families with a monthly income of Rs 25,000 or 

less would qualify for financial support under the scheme. The transport department will interview applicants 
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and draw up a list of eligible candidates. The labour department would provide the money, but the scheme 

would be implemented by the transport department. The objective of the scheme is to generate self-employment 

in the Urban and Rural areas of the state through the promotion of transport services. 

 

5. Geetanjali & Amar Thikana: The main objective of the two schemes is to provide proper shelters to the 

economically weaker section of society as well as to create additional employment opportunities for construction 

workers, etc. This scheme is being implemented in rural areas by 6(Six) Departments, viz., a) Minority Affairs & 

Madrasah Education Department, b) Backward Classes Welfare Department, c) Fisheries Department, d) Forest 

Department, e) Sundarban Affairs Department and f) PaschimanchalUnnayan Affairs Department and non-

Municipal urban areas by statutory organizations viz. WBHB, WBHIDCO etc. under the name of 'Geetanjali' and 

'Amar Thikana' in a rural area is being implemented by P& RD Department. 

 

6. Jal Dharo Jal Bharo: A programme named "Jal Dharo-Jal Bharo" was launched during 2011-12 with the aim of 

preserving precious water resources by large-scale harvesting of rainwater as well as arresting runoff of surface 

water to improve and availability of precious water resources through the construction and management of 

Minor Irrigation structures. The water Resources Investigation & Development Department of the Government of 

West Bengal has taken a lead role in the programme to re-excavate all kinds of water bodies viz, tanks, ponds, 

reservoirs, and canals where water holding capacities have lower down at present in convergence with the P&RD 

Department, Govt of West Bengal and other different programmes and also emphasised on underground artificial 

recharge through rooftop rainwater harvesting.  

 

7. Kanyashree: The scheme aims at improving the status and well-being of girl children in various ways. It 

discourages the early marriage of girls to ensure compliance with the legal provisions pertaining to the minimum 

age at marriage. It encourages the education of girl children in Secondary and Higher Secondary classes and those 

undergoing vocational training or sports training through scholarships. It helps in reducing the incidence of 

dropouts, especially among girls from poor families. The project improves IMR and MMR by delaying the age of 

marriage and consequently increasing the median age of first birth. It eradicates undernutrition and malnutrition 

of girl children. It prevents trafficking and exploitation of the girl child. 

 

8. Karmashree: Karmashree is a combination of several other schemes under the Labour department. People who 

work for 20 days on a project, will be given work for another 20 days on another project. The government would 

train 10 lakh youths for skill development, through 500 Karma Tirtha marketing hubs, where poor people would 

get shops free of cost, that was being set up in the state. 

 

9. Karmatirtha: ‗Karmatirtha' is a scheme to strike a synergy between the abundance of natural resources and the 

availability of a skilled workforce and thereby move toward sustainable entrepreneurship. The State government 

will be providing the requisite infrastructure support including training and finance, allowing individuals, self-

help groups, co-operative enterprises, artisans, and weavers to avail of the benefits of the scheme. The objective is 

to set up at least one 'Karmatirtha' in every block of the State. 

 

10. Lokprasar Prakalpo: The main objectives of the project are - (I) to bestow dignity on folk artists by issuing them 

identity cards, (2) to uphold the traditional folk forms of Bengal, (3) to revive nnearly extinct folk formsof art and 

culture and (4) to uplift the socio-economic conditions of artists associated with folk culture. 

 

11. Nijo Griha Nijo Bhumi: Secured ownership of a small piece of land is a key factor that can initiate transformation 

in a family, from poverty to prosperity. This in turn takes a family towards a world of self-respect, dignity and 

peace. In order to achieve this goal and to improve the livelihood of the eligible beneficiaries "NIJO GRIHA NIJO 

BHUMI PRAKALPA" is being implemented with the immense involvement of all concerned. 

 

12. Nirmal Bangla: Nirmal Bangla is a mission to eliminate open defecation from the rural landscape of the state. It is 

the state counterpart of the national Nirmal Bharat Abhiyan. The mission aims at constructing latrines in 

households, especially in uncovered households in rural areas to ensure zero defecation in the open. This scheme 
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will ensure enough functional toilets in educational institutions, regular intervals on the road, public places, etc. 

The scheme also aims at spreading awareness and increasing sensitization toward safe hygiene behaviour and 

safe disposal methods. 

 

13. Sabar Ghare Alo: The State Government announced the 'universal electrification' of households namely 

"SarbaGriha Deep Prakalpa" (SabarGhareAlo) under the Special BRGF scheme to achieve 100% household 

electrification in 11 backward districts of West Bengal namely Dakshin Dinajpur, Malda, Murshidabad, Birbhum, 

South 24-Parganas, Uttar Dinajpur, Purulia, Paschim Medinipur, Jalpaiguri, PurbaMedinipur and Bankura.  

 

14. Sech BandhuPrakalpa: The Sech BandhuPrakalpa is a farmer-friendly project offering 46,000 new pump sets with 

power connectivity to farmers to boost irrigation in the state. This would help the farmers in a big way and keep 

them away from illegal power consumption. As a result, it would also reduce power theft and improve 

regularized power supply in rural Bengal. 

 

15. Yuvasree: Yuvasree is a financial assistance scheme of the Government of West Bengal for the unemployed youth 

of West Bengal. This scheme was previously known as YuvaUtsahaPrakolpo (YUP). This scheme was 

implemented in October 2013 and is maintained by the Labour Department of West Bengal. The motto of 

Yuvasree is to provide employment assistance to the unemployed youths of West Bengal for increasing their 

employment ability and skill. 

 

CURRENT AFFAIRS 

 

1. World's largest religious monument will soon be in India — with the help of Ford heir: Set to be inaugurated in 

2024, the Temple of Vedic Planetarium in West Bengal's Mayapur will replace Cambodia's 12th-century built 

Angkor Wat complex as the world's largest religious structure. It is bigger than the Taj Mahal and St Paul's 

Cathedral in Vatican.Alfred Ford, great-grandson of legendary businessman Henry Ford & heir to Ford Motors, is 

the chairman of this project. 

2. West Bengal to get 7 new districts, announces CM Mamata Banerjee: The six of the seven new districts that were 

announced are -- Sunderban, Ichhemati, Ranaghat, Bishnupur, Jangipur, and Behrampur. One district will be 

named in Basirhat.As per Census 2011 figures, almost 4 million people lived in each of West Bengal's 23 districts 

on average ' among the highest in the country. A total number of districts will be now 30. 

3. Vedic Planetarium-World’s largest religious monument: The Vedic Planetarium Temple in Mayapur, West 

Bengal will soon become the world‘s largest religious monument. Currently, the largest religious monument in 

the world is Angkor Wat, a huge Buddhist temple complex located in northern Cambodia. 

4. Duare Ration Scheme is illegal: The Calcutta High Court has recently held that West Bengal Government‘s 

Duare Ration Scheme is illegal. It called the scheme illegal as it coincides with the National Food Security Act, of 

2013.It held that West Bengal transgressed the limit of delegation by obliging the fair price shop dealers to 

undertake doorstep delivery of rations since there are no provisions specifying the same in the NFSA. 

5. ParayShikshalaya: ParayShikshalaya is an open room classroom. It is to be launched by the West Bengal 

Government. The ParayShikshalaya is launched for the pre-primary and primary students. Under the scheme, 

elementary education will be provided to students of class 1 to class 5. The classes will be conducted on the 

ground. The students will be encouraged to participate in extracurricular activities. Mid–day meals will be 

provided. 

 

Border Disputes and Water Disputes 
Gorkhaland Dispute 
 The Gorkhaland movement is a campaign to create a separate state of India in the Gorkhaland region of West 

Bengal for the Nepali-speaking Indians. The proposed state includes the hill regions of the Darjeeling 

district, Kalimpong district and Dooars regions that include Jalpaiguri, Alipurduar and parts of Coochbehar 

districts. 

 However, the proposed state does not have a Gorkha majority. Gorkhas constitute only around 35 per cent of the 
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total population in the proposed state (In the Darjeeling district, Nepali is spoken by 40% of the population, while 

in the Kalimpong district, it is spoken by 51% of the population. Around 15-20 % in the Dooars and Terai regions) 

have stated Nepali as their mother tongue. 

 

Brief History of the Gorkha Movement: 

 The Gorkhas have been demanding separation from West Bengal since 1907 on the grounds that they are 

culturally, and ethnically different from West Bengal. The demand took a violent turn, which led to the death of 

over 1,200 people. This movement culminated with the formation of the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council (DGHC) 

in 1988.  

 A new violent movement for a separate state of Gorkhaland was started in 1986 by Gorkha National Liberation 

Front (GNLF) led by Subhash Ghisingh. The agitation ultimately led to the establishment of a semiautonomous 

body in 1988 called the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council (DGHC) to govern certain areas of the Darjeeling district. 

However, in 2007, a new party called the Gorkha Janmukti Morcha (GJM) raised the demand for a separate state 

of Gorkhaland once again. 

2017 agitation 

 Protests first started after the West Bengal government announced that the Bengali language should be a 

compulsory subject in all schools across the state. This was interpreted as an imposition of an alien culture by the 

Gorkha Janamukti Morcha (GJM) administered area where most of the people speak Nepali.  

 

Gorkhaland Territorial Administration 

 The Gorkhaland Territorial Administration is a semi-autonomous council for the Darjeeling and Kalimpong 

districts of West Bengal state in India. The GTA was formed in 2012 to replace the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council, 

which was formed in 1988 and administered the Darjeeling hills for 23 years. 

 

Odisha-Bengal Territorial Dispute 
 Odisha and West Bengal have disputes over 27 plots in the Balasore District and some areas the in Mayurbhanj 

district of Odisha. 

 

West Bengal – Bangladesh border enclave Issue: 

 The India–Bangladesh enclaves, also known as the chiṭmahals and sometimes called pasha enclaves,were the 

enclaves along the Bangladesh–India border, in Bangladesh and the Indian states of West Bengal, Tripura, Assam 

and Meghalaya. The main body of Bangladesh contained 102 Indian enclaves, which in turn contained 21 

Bangladeshi counter-enclaves, one of which contained DahalaKhagrabari, an Indian counter-counter-enclave, the 

world's only third-order enclave when it existed. The Indian mainland contained 71 Bangladeshi enclaves, which 

in turn contained 3 Indian counter-enclaves. 

 The Prime Ministers of India and Bangladesh signed the Land Boundary Agreement in 1974 to exchange enclaves 

and simplify their international border. A revised version of the agreement was adopted by the two countries on 7 

May 2015, when the Parliament of India passed the 100th Amendment to the Constitution of India.Under this 
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agreement, which was ratified on 6 June 2015, India received 51 Bangladeshi enclaves in the Indian mainland, 

while Bangladesh received 111 Indian enclaves in the Bangladeshi mainland. 

 

Teesta River Dispute: (West Bengal and Bangladesh) 

 Teesta river is a tributary of the Brahmaputra (known as Jamuna in Bangladesh), flowing through India and 

Bangladesh.It originates in the Himalayas near Chunthang, Sikkim and flows to the south through West Bengal 

before entering Bangladesh. 

 Teesta is the lifeline of North Bengal and almost half a dozen of districts of West Bengal are dependent on the 

waters of Teesta. 

 Negotiations on how to share the water have been going on since 1983. A 2011 interim deal – that was supposed 

to last 15 years – gave India 42.5 per cent of the Teesta‘s waters and gave Bangladesh 37.5 per cent. Bengal 

opposed this deal so it was shelved and remains unsigned. 

 

 

Jharkhand – West Bengal water sharing dispute: 

 The dispute revolves around Jharkhand‘s decision to review the 1978 water agreement that the then undivided 

Bihar — of which Jharkhand was a part — had signed with West Bengal to share water from four common river 

basins between the two states. 

 The 1978 agreement was signed between Bihar and West Bengal for the sharing of waters of Damodar Barakar, 

Ajoy, Mayurakshi-Sidheshwari-Noon Beel and Mahananda river basins. 
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