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TAMIL NADU 
 

Tamil Nadu is a state in southern India. It is the tenth-largest Indian state by area and the sixth-largest by population. 

Tamil Nadu is the home of the Tamil people, whose Tamil language—is one of the longest-surviving classical 

languages in the world.The Tamil language is not only spoken in Tamil Nadu alone, but it is spoken in many 

countries like Mauritius, Sri Lanka, and Malaysia. Tamil Nadu is a supremely rich state with culture and heritage. 

 

HISTORY 

 The History of Tamil Nadu dates to 6000 years. It can be broadly divided into Ancient, Medieval and Modern 

Tamil Nadu. 

 Tamil Nadu has a very ancient history and the origin of its people is closely tied to the debates of the Aryan 

invasion theory. Those who uphold this theory favour the view that the Tamils belong to the Dravidian race and 

were part of the early Indus Valley settlers. Later with the advent of the Aryans, the Dravidians were pushed back 

into the deep south where they ultimately settled. The present-day states of Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka, and 

Andhra Pradesh constitute the Dravidian culture. Whatever the historical truth, the identity of the Tamils has 

largely been forged on this ground. Madurai Meenakshi Temple TheDravida Nadu of which modern Tamil Nadu 

formed a part was constituted by various kingdoms such as that of the Pallava, the Chera, the Chola, the Pandya, 

the Chalukya and the Vijayanagara. 

 The history of the Pandyan kingdom dates as early as 6th Century B.C. Madurai was founded by the first 

Pandyan king Kulasekara.The Pandyas excelled in trade and learning. They controlled the present districts of 

Madurai and Tirunelveli and part of South Kerala. The Pandyas had trading contacts with Greece and Rome and 

were powerful in their own right, though they were subjugated during various periods by the Pallavas and 

Cholas. 

 

Sangam age: 
 Tamil civilization, as we have seen, begins at least three centuries before the Common Era(AD (CE)).As seafaring 

people, Tamil traders and sailors established commercial and cultural links across the seas and merchants from 

foreign territories also visited the Tamil region. The resulting cultural and mercantile activities and internal 

developments led to urbanization in this region. Towns and ports emerged. Coins and currency came into 

circulation. Written documents were produced. The Tamil-Brahmiscript was adopted to write the Tamil language. 

Classical Tamil poems were composed. 

 The Classical Sangam corpus (collection)consists of the Tholkappiyam, the PathinenMelkanakku (18 Major works) 

and the PathinenKilkanakku (18 minor works) andthe five epics. 

 Tholkappiyam, attributed to Tholkappiyar,is the earliest written work on Tamil grammar.Apart from elaborating 

the rules of grammar,the third section of Tholkappiyam alsodescribes poetic conventions that provideinformation 

on Tamil social life.The texts of PathinenMelkanakku includePathupaattu (ten Idylls) and Ettuthogai (the 

eightanthologies). These texts are the oldest amongthe classical Tamil texts. The texts of PathinenKilkanakku 

belong to a later date. 

 

Sangam age polity:  

Political Powers of Tamilagam 

 The Sangam Age has its roots in the Iron Age.In the Iron Age people were organised intochiefdoms. From such 

communities of the IronAge emerged the Vendhars of the early historicperiod and the Velirs of the Sangam Age 

werechieftains. 

The Muvendhar 

 Among the political powers of the SangamAge, the Cheras, the Cholas and the Pandyasoccupied pre-eminent 

positions. They wereknown as Muvendhar (the three kings). Themuvendhar controlled the major towns andports 

of the Sangam period. 
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4th to 9th Century: 

 The early Cholas reigned between the 1st and 4th century AD. The first and most famous king of this period was 

Karikalan. They occupied the present Thanjavur and Tiruchirapalli Districts and excelled in military exploits. 

During the later half of 4th century AD, Pallavas the great temple builders emerged into prominence dominated 

the south for another 400 years. They ruled a large portion of Tamil Nadu with Kanchipuram as their base. In the 

6th century they defeated the Cholas and reigned as far as Ceylon(Sri Lanka).Among the greatest Pallava rulers 

were Mahendravarman-l and his son Narasimhavarman. Dravidian architecture reached its epitome during 

Pallava rule. The last Pallava King was Aparajitha. He was defeated by Aditya Chola towards the end of the 9th 

century AD. 

9th to 13th Century:  

 The Cholas again rose to power by 9th century AD. Under Rajaraja Chola and his son Rajendra Chola, the Cholas 

rose as a supreme power in South India. The Chola empire stretched as far as central India, Orissa and parts of 

West Bengal. Rajaraja Chola conquered the eastern Chalukya kingdom, defeated the Cheras, annexed parts of 

Ceylon by defeating the Pandyas. Rajendra Chola went beyond and occupied the islands of Andaman Nicobar, 

Lakshadweep, Sumatra, Java, Malaya and the islands of Pegu with his fleet of ships. He defeated Mahipala the 

king of Bihar and Bengal and to commemorate his victory he built a new capital called 

'GangaikondaCholapuram'.The power of the Cholas declined around the 13th century. 

14th Century: 

 With the decline of the Cholas, the Pandyas rose to prominence once again in the early 14th century. But it was 

short lived, when the they were subdued by the Khilji invaders from the North in 1316.The city of Madurai was 

completely destroyed and ransacked. The Muslim invasion weakened both the Cholas and Pandyas and led to the 

establishment of the Bahmani Kingdom.   

 The Muslim invasion of the South in the 14th century caused a retaliatory reaction from the Hindus, who rallied 

to build a strong new kingdom, called the Vijayanagara empire. It absorbed all strongholds of Cholas and other 

local Hindu rulers to check the Muslims. Governors called Nayaks were engaged to run different territories of the 

empire. With Hampi as the Capital, Vijayanagar Empire was the most prosperous dynasty in the south. But by 

1564 the empire came to an end at the hands of Deccan Sultans in the battle of Talikota. The empire was split into 

many parts and was given to the Nayaks to rule. Tamil Country under Nayaks was peaceful and prosperous. The 

Nayaks of Madurai and Thanjavur were the most prominent of them all. They reconstructed some of the oldest 

temples in the country. The kingdom of the Cheras comprised the modern state of Kerala and parts of Malabar. 

Their proximity to the sea favoured trade with the Romans. This small territory never experienced the conquest of 

the Muslims and remained independent till the British period. 

17th Century: 

 With the establishment of the British East India Company at Madras in 1639, a new chapter was opened in the 

history of Tamil Nadu. Petty quarrels among provincial rulers helped the British to gain administrative control 

over them. Slowly but steadily, the whole of Tamil Nadu and most of South India came under the British. Under 

British colonial rule, most of south India was integrated into the region called Madras Presidency. Tamil Nadu 

had its share of Chieftains or Poligars who fought the British East India Company while it was laying out its 

designs in bringtheing entire region under its rule, chief among them being VeerapandyaKattabomman, 

Maruthus and Pulithevan. 

20th Century 

 When India became independent in 1947, Madras Presidency became Madras State, comprising Tamil Nadu, 

coastal Andhra Pradesh, northern Kerala, and the southwest coast of Karnataka. In 1953 Madras State was 

bifurcated into two states: Andhra Pradesh, comprising the northern Telugu-speaking areas, and Madras State, 

comprising the southern Tamil-speaking areas. Under the States Reorganisation Act, of 1956, Madras State lost its 

western coastal districts to the states of Kerala and Mysore. In 1968, Madras State adopted a new name - Tamil 

Nadu. The capital city Madras was renamed Chennai in 1996. 

(Madras State was a state of India during the mid-20th century. At the time of its formation in 1950, it included the 

whole of present-day Tamil Nadu (except Kanyakumari district), Coastal Andhra, Rayalaseema, the Malabar region of 

North and central Kerala, Bellary, South Canara and Kollegal. Coastal Andhra and Rayalaseema were separated to 

form Andhra State in 1953, while South Canara and Bellary districts along with the Kollegalam taluka of Coimbatore 

district were merged with Mysore State, and Malabar District with the State of Travancore-Cochin to form Kerala in 
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1956. Post State Reorganization in 1956, the remaining Madras State was renamed to Tamil Nadu on January 14, 1969). 

 

List of dance forms in Tamil Nadu 
 

KavadiAatam 
 The name KavadiAttam, literally means ‗Burden dance‘. In this festival, Lord Murugan, the God of War is 

worshipped. 

 The word, ‗Kavadi‘ means ‗burden‘. Lord Murugan is worshipped by making ceremonial sacrifices and offerings 

to pray to him to help them ward off their debts and to be saved from any kind of calamity. Devotees start 

preparing for the festival 48 days before the Thaipusam. To keep both their mental and physical purity intact, they 

consume only one vegetarian meal per day and observe complete fast a day before Thaipusam. On the day of the 

festival, pilgrims move on foot on the pilgrimage route i.e. from village to village, upto the Pallani hills, dancing 

and performing various devotional acts. They carry some kind of kavadi (burden) with them, which could be a 

pot of milk or two semicircular pieces of wood, which are bent and fixed to a cross structure, so that it can be 

balanced on the shoulders. The kavadi may weigh upto many kilograms. It is often beautified by using flowers, 

feathers and peacock feathers, which is considered to be Lord Murugan‘ s means of transportation. 

 KavadiChindu is the most popular lyrics used in KavadiAttam. Annamalai Reddiar was the most popular 

composer in this form of art. Kavadi bearers wear Saffron, Yellow and Red costumes with a garland around their 

neck. 

 

Bharat Natyam 
 Bharatanatyam, a pre-eminent Indian classical dance form presumably the oldest classical dance heritage of India 

is regarded as mother of many other Indian classical dance forms. Conventionally a solo dance performed only by 

women, it initiated in the Hindu temples of Tamil Nadu and eventually flourished in South India. Theoretical 

base of this form traces back to ‗Natya Shastra‘, the ancient Sanskrit Hindu text on the performing arts. 

 The style of dressing of a Bharatanatyam dancer is more or less similar to that of a Tamil Hindu bride. She wears a 

gorgeous tailor-made sari that consists of a cloth specially stitched in pleats that falls in the front from the waist 

and when the dancer performs spectacular footwork that include stretching or bending her knees, the cloth 

widens up like a hand fan. The sari worn in a special manner is well complimented with traditional jewellery that 

include the ones that adorn her head, nose, ear and neck and vivid face make-up specially highlighting her eyes 

so that audience can view her expressions properly. Her hair neatly plaited in conventional way is often 

beautified with flowers. A jewellery belt adorns her waist while musical anklets called ghunghru made of leather 

straps with small metallic bells attached to it are wrapped in her ankles. Her feet and fingers are often brightened 

with henna colour so as to highlight gestures of her hands. 

 The Bharatnatyam dancer is accompanied by a nattuvanar (or taladhari) that is a vocalist who generally conducts 

the whole performance, a part often executed by the guru. The person can also play the cymbals or any other 

instrument. The music associated with Bharatanatyam is in South India‘s Carnatic style and instruments played 

comprise of cymbals, the flute, a long pipe horn called nagaswaram, a drum called mridangam and veena. 

 

Kola Attam 
 Kolaattam dance is an ancient village folk art performed in Tamil Nadu. It is also called as Kolannalu or 

Kolkolannalu. This dance form is famous in all parts of Tamil Nadu. Kolaattam is performed only by women. This 

folk dance is an amalgamation of rhythmic movements, songs and music. This dance form is performed during 

local village festivals. It offers a great variety of entertainment not only to spectators but also to the participants.  

 The costume of this dance is mainly traditional. They wear ornaments to complete their look which mainly 

comprise of necklace, bangle and ear ring. They also tie their hair in a bun or plait and adorn it with 

decorative flowers and ornaments. 

 The festival connected with Kolaattam has both a cultural and a religious significance. A legend is responsible for 

celebrating this festival after which, this festival is celebrated as KolattaJothrai in a number of places in Tamil 

Nadu. 

 

 



P a g e  | 6 

 

 

Snake Dance 
 The Snake Dance of Tamil Nadu is unique in itself. The twists and curves of a snake moving have captured the 

artistic mind for a long time. This apart, the snake is also considered in Tamil Nadu as being defending the health 

and happiness of the people. Snake Dance is mostly performed by young girls who dance in frenzy to the rhythm. 

They are dressed in tight-fitting clothes designed to look like snake skin. 

 

Kodakoothu 
 Kudakoothu is a folk dance famous in Tamil Nadu state of India. In this dance, the dancer has to balance a pot of 

water on the head while dancing. This traditional form of dance is also known as Karagam. The Sangam 

literature also knows Karagam by the name of Kudakoothu. 

 Villagers used to perform this dance in order to please the Goddess of Rain and the Goddess of River, known as 

Mari Amman and Gangai Amman respectively. The Goddess is also regarded as the protector from the dreaded 

small pox and cholera. This ritual is performed in the month of August. 

 It is the Karagam or Kudakoothu originated in Thanjavur. Kudakoothu dance is of two types, one is 

AattaKaragam and the other is Sakthi Karagam. Kudakoothu is usually performed with water filled vessel on the 

head, which is known as 'AattaKaragam. This dance form represents happiness and merriment. AattaKaragam is 

performed only in the temples. This particular type is practiced to worship the Goddess. 

 On the other hand Sakthi Karagam is performed for the sake of enjoyment and entertainment. Kudakoothu is a 

very popular rural dance in India. Earlier, it was only accompanied by NaiyandiMelam but now it also includes 

songs. And the songs are accompanied by a number of musical instruments like 'Thavil', "Nadaswaram", "Muni", 

"Udukkai", "Pambai", etc. 

 The remarkable feature of Kudakoothu is the use of pots in it. However, the pots have changed over the years 

from mud pots to bronze ware or stainless steel in modern times. The pots are ornamented with cone 

of flower arrangements and topped by a parrot that is made of paper. The parrot swings when the dancer moves, 

thus making this dance form a kind of performing art in the true sense of the term. 

Kudakoothu is carried out by one or two dancers, and both the male and female dancers can participate in it. 

 

Kummi 
 Kummi dance originated during a period when there were no musical instruments. The term Kummi is said to be 

derived from the word ‗Kommai‘ which means to ‗dance with clapping of hands‘ to time. In the simple Kummi 

dance, the women stand in a circle and dance clapping their hands rhythmically. The dance steps are also 
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repetitive; they hold hands, move forward, bend down and clap their hands. One of the women leads the singing 

with a favourite song while the rest take up the dance. In some local variation of the Kummi dance, men are also 

seen participating along with the women.  

 Kummi dance is performed in accompany of ―Kummi songs‖.Kummi songs became a popular addition to 

kuthiyottam festivities in modern times. Kummi can be practiced in different styles such as PoonthattiKummi, 

Deepa Kummi, KulavaiKummi, Kadir Kummi, MulaipariKummi, etc. This dance form has been encouraged by a 

number of poets, including SubramaniaBharathiyar, who has written KummiPaatu. 

 

MayilAttam 
 Mayilattam also known as ‗mayilnrittam‘ is an artistic and religious form of dance performed in the Hindu 

temples of Tamil Nadu and Kerala. Mayilattam is practiced in admiration and respect to Lord Subrahmanyam. 

Mayilattam dance was first originated in Tamil Nadu region. 

 In this art form, the performer wears costumes from head to toe that resembles that of a peacock with beak as 

Lord Subrahmanya used to travel on his most beloved animal that is peacock. 

 In this type of dance, mostly professionals are seen performing as it demands strength as well as the capability to 

balance the attire while dancing. Here, the dancers are dressed as peacocks and even wear peacock feathers with 

beak in front. The beak is movable as it is tied with a thread and it can be manipulated from within the dress. The 

dress is all seen in glittering form from head to toe. The dancers also attach a tall piece of wood at the end of their 

feet as they do not wear any other foot accessory. 

 

KazhaKothu 
 It is a popular folk dance form in the South Indian state of Tamil Nadu. This is very similar to what we call 

gymnastics today. To be more precise it is near modern-day circus. The performers travel together in a group 

from place to place, amusing the local people as and when required. People who flock together for a show get 

treated to an interesting selection of acts and pay a meagre amount in return. This ultimately helps the 

KazhaiKothu dance troupes earn a living. 

 

TheruKoothu 
 Thertukoothu (street theatre) is, as its name indicates, a popular form of theatre performed in the streets. It is 

getting rare and it is mainly practised in the poor areas of Chennai (formerly Madras). This operatic form is 

slightly influenced by the kathakali of Kerala. Therukoothu is, however, performed by amateur actors, who make 

a small financial contribution to the troupe in order to be able to participate in the performance.  

 The stories are derived from the Puranas, the Mahabharata, and the Ramayana. Songs predominate, while much 

of the dialogue is improvised. The troupe consists of 15 to 20 actors, accompanied by a vocalist and the 

instruments of a small orchestra that include drums, pipes and cymbals. Most of the melodies 

are Carnatic (classical music of South India) ragas. An obligatory chanting section precedes the actual songs. 

 The fantastic costuming gives therukoothu its picturesque character. The upper body is covered with a jacket, 

while a knee-length skirt covers the lower body. Huge crowns, chest decorations and other ornaments are made 

of gilded wood and decorated with shining, coloured mirrors. Massive, wing-like shoulder decorations give the 

actors a kind of non-human, square shape. 

 Bright colours dominate the make-up. Krishna‘s face is green, while another character has bright blue make-up. 

The villains‘ faces are covered with horrendous black and white three-dimensional dots. Some characters wear 

masks. 

 

Devaraattam 
 Devarattam a beautiful folk art form of Tamil Nadu, also known as the celestial dance of the Devas(demigods) is 

an indigenous dance form of the KambalaNayakars. It is performed for their various religious and life-events such 

as childbirth, puberty, marriage, and death. It used to be an integral part of the community. There were even 

specific dance movements in Devarattam that loosen the body for hunting or martial arts.  

 Men, women, and children alike wear stringed brass bells or Salangai on their ankles and dance to the various 

tunes of the Deva Dundubhi. The men usually wear turbans and shirts during the Devaraattam performance except 

during the worship of Jakkamma. Sometimes they even wear costumes like a king, warrior, God etc., during the 
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act.  

 The dance cannot be performed without the beats from deva dundubhi, also known as urumi. It is a two-sided 

hollow structure, narrow in the centre and wide at ends made from vengai (Indian kino) wood. The ends are tied 

with goatskin. Two different sticks made from different woods are used on either end. The instrument is tied with 

a string on both ends and is worn by the player similar to a garland.  

 

Silambattam 
 Silambam is a weapon-based Indian martial art originated from Tamil Nadu. The word Silambam is based on the 

Tamil word Silambal which means sound. While the bamboo staff is swriled and when the Silambam players are 

fighting, the weapons makes sound thus the art of the battlefield is called as Silambam. 

 

SevaiAttam 
 The culturally refined and highly advanced state of Tamil Nadu has a prosperous history of arts, crafts and 

traditional folklore. The local people who are firm believers of Iyal (Literature), Isai (Music) and Nadagam 

(Drama) also practice several dance forms of which SevaiAttam deserves special mention. 

 The aesthetically appealing folk culture of Tamil Nadu paints a pretty picture of the colorful and melodious 

cohesion that prevails with the state and imbibes an underlying spirit of ethos and spirituality with the people. 

Mainly performed during the temple festivals and other occasions of celebrations, the people are drunk in 

happiness, mirth and merriment. 

 

Puli Attam 
 Tamil Nadu, the forerunner of India's economy and industry also happens to be the country's cultural capital. The 

culturally refined citizens believe in three forms of entertainment, namely Iyal (Literature), Isai (Music), Nadagam 

(Drama) and also beautiful dance forms like the renowned Puli Attam. 

 The cultural paradise of Tamil Nadu is noted for several celebrated folk dances. One of the state's eminent 

cultural extravaganzas includes the Puli Attam, a 200-year old folk dance whose connotation implies "a play of 

the tigers". A highly exuberant and cultural festival, this dance form usually comprises of a troupe of 6 performers 

aping the movements of the majestic, predatory tigers. Their bodies are painted the painstaking efforts of local 

artists in vibrant yellow and black to resemble an exact replica of a tiger. The paintings include ferocious-looking 

fangs and convincing headgear replete with ears paws with claws and a long tail that conjures an accurate picture 

of the savage beast's graceful movements. 

 

Oyilattam 
 Oyil means beauty. This dance is hence the dance of beauty. Traditionally, it is danced only by men. Ten years ago 

women also began to participate. This dance is prevalent in the south districts and Kongu Nadu in particular. 

First a few people will stand in a row and start dancing with rhythmic steps with musical accompaniment. 

Intricate steps are used in martial arts, such as Silambattam. Then gradually the row will become longer as the 

new comers and guests all join and dance along as they like. The dancers wear ankle-bells. Normally, the dance is 

performed with the accomplishment of musical instruments and songs. It is performed near the temples or public 

places in the morning and evening hours, at times even till midnight. Styles of Oyilattam differ from place to 

place. The origin of this beautiful exclusive dance is in Madurai. 

 On the lyrics of divine songs, this dance used to be performed. The dance was said to be the act of devotion for 

their deities. Later this dance form started taking part in the king‘s courts. After becoming part of the king‘s court 

entertainment, it becomes famous, and now it is performed in every village festival. The colorful dresses and tied 

handkerchiefs give it individual look and pleasant to audiences. 

 

Karagattam 
 It is believed that Karagam is originated in Thanjavur, a village in Tamil Nadu. The villagers perform this dance 

in praise of the rain goddess ―Mari Amman‖ and the river goddess ―Gangai Amman‖ as a part of their custom. 

The idol of Mariamman is carried in procession. This ritual is performed in the month of August. 

 Karagam dance is a folk dance performed in the Tamil Nadu state of India. It is believed that Karagam is 

originated in Thanjavur, a village in Tamil Nadu. The villagers perform this dance in praise of the rain goddess 
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―Mari Amman‖ and the river goddess ―Gangai Amman‖ as a part of their custom. The idol of Mariamman is 

carried in procession. This ritual is performed in the month of August. The dance is very popular in Tamil Nadu 

for its intricate movements and the way dancers balance pot on their heads. Thousands of people comprising local 

as well as tourist witness this dance. 

 In the Karagam dance, intricate steps and body/arm movements decides the skill of the performer. This dance 

can be performed individually or in pairs, by both the genders. Some of the steps that are widely used are similar 

to the circus acts; dancing on a rolling block of wood, up and down a ladder, threading a needle while bending 

backwards and many more. In this dance, the performers balance the water pot on their head beautifully. 

However, the pots have transformed from mud pots to bronze ware and even stainless steel. The pots are 

decorated in many ways with the help of attractive flower arrangements, topped by a moving paper parrot. The 

parrot rotates as the dancer takes swings. When men perform this dance, they balance the pots filled with 

uncooked rice, surrounded by a tall conical bamboo frame decorated with colourful flowers.The instruments that 

accompany this dance comprise of drums and long pipes.  

 

Kali Attam 
 Kali means joy or fun and games. This is also known as Koladi, Kokkali, Kambadi Kali and Kolattam. Sticks one 

foot length are held in each hand and beaten to make a sharp, rasping sound as the dance proceeds with unique 

steps, twisting and turning. It is danced by both men and women, during festivals, auspicious days and 

weddings. The special qualities of the dance are quickness, alertness, while being careful not to hurt the other 

dancers by the swinging ‗kol‘. Earlier, the ‗kols‘ were brightly painted and decorated with brass rings, bells etc. 

The dancers used to wear ankle-bells. However, no special dress or make up was used for this dance. 

 

VARIOUS ARTS & CRAFTS OF TAMIL NADU 

 

Paintings 
 The Tanjore paintings are a hallmark of India‘s rich cultural legacy. Painted in vibrant shades embellished in 

colourful semi-precious stones, pearls, glass pieces and gold, they form some of the world‘s masterpieces done on 

surfaces of wood, mica or ivory. The paintings also adorn the ornate pillars, elaborately decorated canopies and 

garlands of ropes and chandeliers. 

 At its very inception, a wooden board is prepared. The paintings are done on a separate unbleached cloth and 

treated with a mixture of glue and chalk powder. Finally, the drawing is traced on the board, followed by 

elaborate and exquisite embellishments and painted with an amalgam of chalk powder and gum arabica to 

produce a three-dimensional stylized shading effect that is truly a sight to behold. 

 

Stone Carving 
 This primordial craft achieved prominence because of the generosity of the culturally refined ancient sovereigns 

who patronized the talented local craftsmen and kept the art form alive.  

 Among the relics of Tamil Nadu‘s stone carvings that have been excavated from archaeological sites, the granite 

figurines and statuettes deserve special mention. They narrate a sad tale of the vestiges of time. Contemporary 

granite carving is confined mainly around Mamallapuram and Chingleput, with the leading sculptors hailing 

from the local Vishwakarma or Kammaalar communities. 

 

Woodcraft 
 Woodcraft is a burgeoning revenue-generating industry in Tamil Nadu. The state whose skilful craftsmen once 

depended upon the patronage of the ancient monarchs to earn their livelihoods is now teeming with talented local 

villages and artisans whose expertise is manifested in the variety of indigenous artefacts created by them. 

 Tamil Nadu‘s basket and fibre products are aesthetically appealing and very much in vogue all over the country 

and abroad. Palm trees along with bamboo shoots, cane, grass and reeds form a major ingredient of Tamil Nadu‘s 

wood works and related basket products. Besides the wooden barks, the coconut fibres are used to make common 

utility products like baskets, ropes, mats and other miscellaneous items. 
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Jewellery 
 Tamil Nadu is noted for its traditional stone-encrusted jewellery that consists of earrings, nose drops, neckpieces, 

waist belts as well as anklets and bracelets. 

 In ancient Tamil Nadu, diamonds and other precious stones were a man‘s and woman‘s best friend alike. The 

people firmly believed in the magical wonders of the Navaratnam or the nine gems that supposedly warded off 

the evil and magnified the favourable aspect of the planetary positions.  

 

TAMIL NADU FAIRS AND FESTIVALS 

 

Natyanjali Dance Festival 
 This festival takes place at Chidambaram, The carnival begins on the day of Mahashivaratri and goes on for five 

days. The Natyanjali Dance Festival is the ideal means to pay tribute to Lord Nataraja, who is regarded as the lord 

of dancers. The Nataraj Temple is situated in a heavenly ambience. 

 

Pongal 
 The Pongal is also known as the Harvest Festival. It is observed to offer homage to Nature, Sun and Cattle for 

supporting people with a thriving harvest and affluence. The conventional cuisine of Pongal or boiled rice with 

milk and jaggery is made at every house. 

 

Chithirai Festival Madurai 
 Chithirai is the first month of the year and on the full moon day of this month Madurai celebrates the famous 

Chithirai festival. According to Gregorian calendar the festival falls in the month of April and May. The festival is 

celebrated in Madurai Temple with great enthusiasm by people and it continues for fifteen days.The festival is 

associated with Lord Vishnu and it also marks the beginning of the new financial year.  

 Legend has it that Lord Vishnu rode on golden horse to attend the ceremony but then he realized that he was too 

late for his sister's wedding and did not cross the river Vaigai and returned back to Azhagar Kovil. On this day 

Lord Vishnu comes to attend the marriage ceremony of her sister and Lord Sundreshwar, which is celebrated as 

Chithirai. 
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Dance Festival Mamallapuram 
 This event starts on December 25th of each year and is celebrated on all Saturdays. Outdoor stages have been 

constructed approximately 1,300 years back. The remarkable monolithic stone carvings of the Pallava rulers are 

located beside the sea in the prehistoric city of Mamallapuram. This occasion is a true visual feast for dance lovers. 

Dances performed include Bharatha Natyam, Kathakali, Kuchipudi, and Odissi. 

 This festival is organized for about twenty days in the town of Mahabalipuram. This festival is nothing but the 

celebration of folk dances that are prevailing in various regions and unique arts that brings out the rich culture of 

India.  

 The Mamallapuram Dance Festival is organised by the Department of Tourism, Tamil Nadu, and is a 30-day 

festival held annually between December and January. Professional classical dance artists from all around the 

nation come together for this grand event to showcase their mesmerising performances in traditional dance forms 

like Bharathanattiyam, Kuchipudi, Kathakali, Mohini Attam, Assami Dance, Odissi, and Kathak. Also, folk 

dancers add to the festival's vibrant atmosphere with their spirited performances. 

 

Mahamagam 
 A once in 12 years opportunity to drain your soul of the sins is the tourist attraction of 

Kumbakonam'sMahamaham Festival. Considered as one of the top spiritual festivals of Southern India, on the 

day of Mahamaham Hindus from all over the country travel here to take a dip in the Kumbakonam tank to wash 

off their sins. February 22 ,2016 was the last time this festival was celebrated in Kumbakonam. The date and the 

time to celebrate this religious festival is fixated as per the astrological positions. 

 A special flag hoisting ceremony in the Vaishnavite and other holy shrines of Kumbakonam is a way to start the 

celebrations of this popular festival of Tamilnadu. 

 

Aurbathimoovar 
 During the Aurbathimoovar Festival the 63 saints of Lord Shiva are honored for leading ideal lives of penance 

and devotion. The Aurbathimoovar Festival includes a colorful procession through the streets of Mylapore. The 

63 idols are carried around the town and thousands of devotees travel to Chennai to witness and be a part of the 

procession. 

 Offerings of flowers and fruits are made to the deities. Streets and houses of devotees are decorated with kolams. 

Celebrations also include folk music and Kokkalikattai and Koothu dances. The famous traditional thoippavai 

puppet show is performed during the festival. 

 The Aurbathimoovar Festival is celebrated between March and April. 

 

Kanthuri Festival 
 The Kanthuri Festival is held at the memorial of Saint Quadirwali in Tamil Nadu. It acts as a platform to choose 

the spiritual leader of the celebrations from one of the descendants of the saint. Several elaborate rituals and rites 

are witnessed. The devotees present their offerings to the Peer. The tenth and the last day of the festival witness 

the anointment of the tomb of the saint Quadirwali with sandalwood paste. The paste is distributed among the 

followers. It is considered that the paste has magical healing power. 

 Several devotees come to Tamil Nadu to witness this significant event and be a part of it. This event is generally 

celebrated between the months of July and August. This holy sandal paste is believed to possess special powers 

and acts as a remedy for illness. Kanthuri Festival is renowned at Nagore durgah near Nagapattinam. 

 

Kavadi Festival 
 One of the most exciting festivals in India, the Kavadi Festival of Tamil Nadu is a blend of faith, sacrifice, glamour 

and custom. The extreme pain and sacrifice, a devotee undergoes to offer his prayers to Lord Murugaare known 

as the Kavadi. It is believed, the amount of virtue one receives by performing the Kavadi is a million times greater 

than the pain he suffers. A Kavadi is generally a wooden stick, which has two baskets hanging from it. The 

Kavadi that is carried by the bearers on their shoulders may vary in shape and size. The Kavadis are adorned with 

peacock feathers and numerous brass bells. The two baskets are usually filled with rice, milk or any other things, 

which the devotee has promised to offer the Lord in his Vow. 

 The Kavadi bearer has to observe different rules from the time he has picked up the Kavadi till the day of the 



P a g e  | 12 

 

 

offering. One of the most difficult Kavadi offerings is the Agni Kavadi, where the devotee has to walk over a pit of 

burning coals while carrying the Kavadi. Egged by the watching crowd and boosted by the beating drums and 

fragrance of the burning incense sticks, the Kavadi bearer ecstatically walks through the red-hot coals. 

 

Velankanni 
 The Velankanni Festival of Tamil Nadu is surrounded by many mysterious legends. The most popular story is 

that some shipwrecked Portuguese sailors were saved miraculously from a terrible storm in the sea. After they 

had reached the shore, the local fishermen took them to a dilapidated chapel to thankGod for saving their lives. 

The sailors paid their tribute by establishing a permanent church. They worked on the improvement of the church 

with their subsequent visits. 

 The church was dedicated to Our Lady on the eighth day of the month of September. That was the beginning of 

the nine-day-long festival of Velankanni. Thousands of religious followers and devotees wearing orange robes 

visit the holy place where the ship landed. The divine church, which has earned the name - Lourdes of the East is 

well known for Virgin Mary's heavenly healing power. 

 The Marian shrine is one of the most visited pilgrimage sites in southern Asia. Serene and picturesque landscape 

embraces the chapel, which is bathed by the sea green waters of the Bay of Bengal. This world set-up makes it a 

great tourist spot. Pilgrims and visitors from all over the country and even different parts of the world come to see 

the famed chapel. If you are travelling to Tamil Nadu and still have not visited the church, it‘s high time you 

should. 

 

Navrathri 
 Navrathri is celebrated in this state in a slightly different manner. Dolls, also known as Golu, are made and put on 

display. 

 

KarthigaiDeepam 
 It is also named as the "Festival of Lights" and it is one of the most colourful carnivals in the state. 

KarthigaiDeepam is a very old event in Southern India which takes place on a full moon day. Small lamps are lit 

by people, embodying the Agni Linga. 

 

Thyagaraja Music Festival 
 Thyagarajar is one of the greatest among the Carnatic music composers of South India and one among the musical 

prodigies of all times. His Keerthanas about gods are of delicate spirituality, full of melodic beauty and in the 

highest sense artistic. 

 Every year this remarkable festival falls in the month of January in Thiruvaiyaru. As a mark of respect and 

thanksgiving to the saint, Carnatic musicians from all over the world get together and pay their reverence to the 

Saint by singing the Pancharatnakritis on the PushyaBahula Panchami - the day when he attained Samadhi.  

 

Float Festival Madhurai 
 The Float Festival of India, Madurai involves the carrying of Goddess Meenakshi and her consort, Lord 

Sundareshwarar in a procession to the lake where they are taken on a boat ride. 

 Early morning, the deities are carried in golden palanquins and escorted by elephants and musicians. On the 

banks of the lake the devotees worship the deities. 

 The devotees hold the two ends of the rope that help the idols to float. After a couple of rounds of the lake, the 

idols are taken to the temple on the island. The island is lit with lamps and decorated with colorful lanterns and 

flowers. 

 Float Festival of India, Madurai is celebrated in January every year. 

 

Cape Festival Kanyakumari 
 The Cape Festival is celebrated extensively in the district of Kanniyakumari Tamil Nadu. The southernmost point 

of the country is Kanniyakumari, popularly known as "Cape Comorin," and is renowned for its beautiful natural 

beauty. The festival is embraced with zeal and a joyous atmosphere. Every year during the month of October, a 3-

day celebration is organised to commemorate the Cape Festival. Many visitors swarm to the Cape Festival 
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location to see the confluence of the Bay of Bengal, the Indian Ocean, and the Arabian Sea. It is deemed lucky and 

auspicious to take a holy plunge in the Triveni Sangam (where the three water bodies converge). During the 

three-day Cape Festival, a number of cultural events are planned. The carnival is distinguished by magnificent 

cultural performances by musicians and dancers. The sparkling lights surround every monument at night during 

the Cape Festival. Additionally, community centres host performances of regional dances that may be enjoyed 

while savouring some of the most delicious Tamil cuisines, like Idli, Sambhar, Vada, Uttapam, and many more 

from the local food stalls. Every year, lakhs of tourists and local residents flock to the location to take a holy dip in 

the Triveni Sangam (where the three water bodies converge). 

 

FAMOUS PERSONALITIES FROM TAMIL NADU 

 

1. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, in full AvulPakirJainulabdeen Abdul Kalam, (born October 15, 1931, Rameswaram, India—

died July 27, 2015, Shillong), Indian scientist and politician who played a leading role in the development of 

India‘s missile and nuclear weapons programs. He was president of India from 2002 to 2007. He was the project 

director of the SLV-III, the first satellite launch vehicle that was both designed and produced in India.Kalam 

wrote several books, including an autobiography, Wings of Fire (1999). Among his numerous awards were two of 

the country‘s highest honours, the Padma Vibhushan (1990) and the Bharat Ratna (1997). 

 

2. C. V. Raman, Sir Chandrasekhara Venkata Raman, Indian physicist whose work was influential in the growth of 

science in India. He was the recipient of the Nobel Prize for Physics in 1930 for the discovery that when 

lighttraverses a transparent material, some of the light that is deflected changes in wavelength. This phenomenon 

is now called Raman scattering and is the result of the Raman effect. 

 

3. Vishwanathan Anand, an Indian chess master who won the Fédération Internationale des Échecs (FIDE; 

international chess federation) world championship in 2000, 2007, 2008, 2010, and 2012. He was awarded Padma 

Vibhushan in 2007 and Arjuna Award in 1985. 

 

4. Srinivasa Ramanujan is an Indian mathematician whose contributions to the theory of numbers include 

pioneering discoveries of the properties of the partition function.Ramanujan, along with Hardy, gave the famous 

Hardy-Ramanujan number. 

 

5. A.R Rahmanis an  Indian composer whose extensive body of work for film and stage earned him the nickname 

―the Mozart of Madras.‖ His biggest achievements include Two Academy Awards, two Grammy awards, Golden 

Globe Award, BAFTA Award, and Padma Bhushan.  

 

6. M.S Swaminathan is an Indian geneticist and international administrator, renowned for his leading role in 

India‘s ―Green Revolution,‖ a program under which high-yield varieties of wheat and rice seedlings were planted 

in the fields of poor farmers. Born in Tanjore District, Mr Swaminathan was awarded the second-highest civilian 

award Padma Vibhushan by the Government of India. 

 

7. Alarmel Valli is a foremost exponent of the Pandanallur tradition in BharataNatyam. She is hailed as a creative 

artist who brings depth, intensity, and naturalness to her work. Born in 1957, Valli at the age of 16 was invited to 

perform at the International Dance Festival, of the Sarah Bernhardt Theatre De La Ville in Paris. From then on, she 

has toured widely and received acclaim for her performances in leading theatres almost all over the world. She 

was honoured with many awards, including Padma Shri and Padma Bhushan. 

 

8. Indra Nooyi, (born October 28, 1955, in Madrasan Indian-born American businesswoman who was instrumental 

in the lucrative restructuring and diversification of soft-drink manufacturer PepsiCo, Inc.‘s brands.  

 

9. Mahesh Bhupathi, in full Mahesh Shrinivas Bhupathi, (born June 7, 1974, in Chennai, India), Indian tennis player 

who was one of the most dominant doubles players in the sport‘s history. With his victory in the mixed doubles 
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event at the 1997 French Open, he became the first Indian to win a Grand Slam title. He went on to win four men‘s 

doubles and seven more mixed doubles Grand Slam titles. He was awarded the Padma Shri for his achievements 

in tennis 

 

10. Sundar Pichai, in full Pichai Sundararajan, (born June 10, 1972, Madras, Indian-born American executive who 

was CEO of both Google, Inc. (2015– ), and its holding company, Alphabet Inc. (2019– ). He was awarded Padma 

Bhushan in 2022. 

 

GEOGRAPHY 

 

1. Geographical Location: Tamil Nadu is the eleventh largest state in India and covers an area of 130,058 square 

kilometres (50,216 sq mi). It is bordered by Kerala to the west, Karnataka to the northwest, Andhra Pradesh to the 

north, the Bay of Bengal to the east and the Indian Ocean to the south. Cape Comorin (Kanyakumari), the 

southernmost tip of the Indian Peninsula which is the meeting point of the Arabian Sea, the Bay of Bengal, and 

the Indian Ocean is located in Tamil Nadu. 

2. Climate: Tamil Nadu is heavily dependent on monsoon rains, and thereby is prone to droughts when the 

monsoons fail. The climate of the state ranges from wet rainforests to semi-arid. Tamil Nadu agriculture is a 

gambling of monsoon. The state has distinct periods of rainfall, which are the advancing monsoon period, South-

west monsoon (from June to September) with strong southwest winds, the North-east monsoon (from October to 

December), with dominant northeast winds, and the Dry season (from January to May). The normal annual 

rainfall of the state is about 945 mm (37.2 in), of which 48% is through the North East monsoon, and 32% through 

the South West monsoon. Since the state is entirely dependent on rains for recharging its water resources, 

monsoon failures lead to acute water scarcity and severe drought. 

3. Demography: The Population of Tamil Nadu according to the 2011 census stands at about 72 million which is not 

as huge as compared to some of the other big states in the country. This also reflects in the fact that the density of 

the state is about 555 which is on the higher side greater than the national average by about 150 points. The state 

has a growth rate of about 15 percent which will continue to rise due to the rise in infrastructure and development 

index of the state as a whole. Thus the population of the state is rising considerably given the progress in the state. 

The literacy rate in the state is about 80% which is a very positive stat much above the national average but 

something the state has worked hard on. The statistics in the Tamil Nadu Census 2011 reveal facts that can be 

taken into consideration by the government in a bid to further its development. The sex ratio in the state stands at 

995 which positive as the number exceeds the national average. 

Tamil Nadu Population 2011: As per details from Census 2011, Tamil Nadu has population of 7.21 Crores, an increase 

from figure of 6.24 Crore in 2001 census. Total population of Tamil Nadu as per 2011 census is 72,147,030 of which 

male and female are 36,137,975 and 36,009,055 respectively. In 2001, total population was 62,405,679 in which males 

were 31,400,909 while females were 31,004,770. 

Tamil Nadu Population Growth Rate: The total population growth in this decade was 15.61 percent while in 

previous decade it was 11.19 percent. The population of Tamil Nadu forms 5.96 percent of India in 2011. In 2001, the 

figure was 6.07 percent. 
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Tamil Nadu Literacy Rate 2011: Literacy rate in Tamil Nadu has seen upward trend and is 80.09 percent as per 2011 

population census. Of that, male literacy stands at 86.77 percent while female literacy is at 73.14 percent. In 2001, 

literacy rate in Tamil Nadu stood at 73.45 percent of which male and female were 83.28 percent and 64.91 percent 

literate respectively. In actual numbers, total literates in Tamil Nadu stands at 51,837,507 of which males were 

28,040,491 and females were 23,797,016. 

Tamil Nadu Sex Ratio: Sex Ratio in Tamil Nadu is 996 i.e. for each 1000 male, which is above national average of 940 

as per census 2011. In 2001, the sex ratio of female was 986 per 1000 males in Tamil Nadu. 

 

4. Political Geography:  

 
Tamil Nadu is divided into four major divisions as per the ancient Tamil kings namely Pallava Nadu division, Chola 

Nadu division, Pandya Nadu division and Chera Nadu division and the four divisions are further sub-divided into 38 

districts. 

5. Relief, drainage, and soils:Tamil Nadu is divided naturally between the flat country along the eastern coast and 

the hilly regions in the north and west. The broadest part of the eastern plains is the fertile Kaveri (Cauvery) 

River delta; farther south are the arid flatlands surrounding the cities 

of Ramanathapuram and Madurai (Madura). The high peaks of the Western Ghats run along the state‘s western 

border. Various segments of this mountain range— including the Nilgiri, Anaimalai, and Palni hills—have 

peaks exceeding 8,000 feet (2,400 metres) in elevation. Anai Peak, at 8,842 feet (2,695 metres) in the Anaimalai 

Hills, is the highest mountain in peninsular India. The lower peaks of the Eastern Ghats and their outliers—locally 

called the Javadi, Kalrayan, and Shevaroy hills—run through the centre of the region. Tamil Nadu‘s major 

rivers—the Kaveri, the Ponnaiyar, the Palar, the Vaigai, and the Tambraparni—flow eastward from the inland 

hills. 

Apart from the rich alluvial soil of the river deltas, the predominant soils of the state are clays, loams, sands, and 

red laterites (soils with a high content of iron oxides and aluminum hydroxide). The black cotton-growing soil 

known as regur is found in parts of the central, west-central, and southeastern regions of Tamil Nadu. 

6. Agriculture: Tamil Nadu agriculture is the most overriding sector in the economy of the state. Around 70 percent 

of the state's population is involved in agricultural activities as this one of the major means of livelihood in Tamil 

Nadu. Tamil Nadu has occupied an area of 1.3 lakh sq. km with an overall area of around 63 L.Ha for plantation. 
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Agro climatic conditions of Tamil Nadu  
Based on soil characteristics, rainfall distribution, 

irrigation pattern, cropping pattern and other ecological 

and social characteristics, the State Tamil Nadu has 

been classified into seven agro-climatic zones. The 

following are the seven agro-climatic zones of the State 

of Tamil Nadu.  

1. Cauvery Delta zone  

2. North Eastern zone  

3. Western zone  

4. North Western zone  

5. High Altitude zone  

6. Southern zone and  

7. High Rainfall zone 

 

Horticulture in Tamil Nadu  
 The Horticulture crops grown in Tamil Nadu have 

been classified into six categories viz., fruits, 

vegetables, spices and condiments, plantation crops, 

flowers and medicinal and aromatic plants.  

 Major fruit crops are Banana, Mango, Citrus, 

Grapes, Guava, Sapota, Papaya, and Pine -apple. 

These are grown  mainly in districts like 

Krishnagiri, Dindigul, Thirunelveli, Vellore , Theni, Erode, Trichy, Thiruvallur, Dharmapuri and Madurai.  

 Major Vegetable crops grown are Tapioca, Onion, Tomato, Potato, Brinjal, Bhendi, Drumstick, beans and Carrot 

mainly in districts like Namakkal, Salem, Dharmapuri ,Trichy, Thiruppur ,Dindigul, Erode , Villupuram, 

Krishnagiri , Perambalur , Nilgiris and Theni Districts.  

 Important Spices and Condiments grown are Chillies, Turmeric, Tamarind , Coriander , Pepper ,Cardamom and 

Cloves in districts like Ramnad, Thoothukudi, Erode , Salem , Virudhunagar, Dindigul, Dharmapuri and 

Sivagangai Districts. 

 Tea, Coffee, Rubber and Cashew are the important Plantation Crops grown in Districts like Nilgiris ,Ariyalur, 

Cuddalore, Kanyakumari , Dindigul , Coimbatore , Pudukottai and Salem.  

 In addition to the traditional flowers like Jasmine, Crossandra , Tuberose, and Chrysanthemum, cut flowers like 

Rose, Carnations , and Gerbera are also being produced in the State. The cut-flower industry is growing day by 

day due to high export prospects. Flowers are grown in districts like Dindigul, Dharmapuri, Krishnagiri, Salem, 

Madurai, Tirunelveli, Thiruvallur, Vellore and Thiruvannamalai.  

 Medicinal and Aromatic crops like Gloriosa, Senna, Coleus, Lemon-grass and Periwinkle are grown in districts 

like Virudhunagar, Dindigul, Thiruvallur ,Ariyalur ,Madurai, Thiruvarur,Dharmapuri ,Salem, Nagapattinam, 

Trichy .  

 Innovative and advanced technologies are given to horticultural farmers through various schemes to improve the 

productivity of almost all horticultural crops.  

7. Industry and Minerals: Major Industries in the State are cotton, heavy commercial vehicles, auto components, 

railway coaches, power pumps, leather tanning industries, cement, sugar, paper, automobiles and safety matches. 

Knowledge based industries like I.T. and Biotechnology have become the thrust area in the industrial scene in 

Tamilnadu. TIDEL, a software technology park, has been established in Tharamani, Chennai. The Software export 

from the State which was Rs. 20,700 crores in 2006-07 is expected to cross Rs. 25,000 crores in 2007-08. Top I.T. and 

Telecom companies such as Nokia, Motorola, Foxcon, Flextronic and Dell have commenced production. Global 

auto majors Hyundai Motors, Ford, Hindustan Motors and Mitsubishi have commenced production plants. 

Ashok Leyland and TAFE have set up expansion plants in Chennai. Main mineral wealth of the state is granite, 

lignite and limestone. The state is an important exporter of tanned skin and leather goods, yarn, tea, coffee, spices, 

engineering goods, tobacco, handicrafts and black granite. Tamil Nadu contributes to 60 per cent of the tannery 

industry in India. 
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8. Irrigation: Important irrigation schemes and modernisation of existing Periyar Vaigai System, Palar Basin System 

and Parambikulam-Aliyar System besides the minor system in Vellar, Pennayar, AraniyarAmaravathi, Chithar 

basins totaling, an extent of six lakh acres of existing ayacut in Tamil Nadu have been benefited by implementing 

the 'System Improvement and Farmers Turnover Projects' executed with assistance from World Bank. The major 

irrigation system covering one-third of irrigated extent in Tamil Nadu, namely tank irrigation system has been 

given due regard for development under WRCP, and 620 tanks maintained by Public Works Department falling 

under Palar, Vaigai, and Tamaraparani Basins have been taken up for rehabilitation and improvement. The State 

has become the pioneer State to implement the system of 'River basin management' by an individual body 

consisting of officials and farmers besides various representatives of the basin. To start with, Basin Management 

Boards have been formed for Palar and Tamaraparani basins. 

9. Power: The total installed capacity for electricity in the State is 8,249 MW. The installed capacity of State Sector is 

5,288 MW, and that of Private Sector is 1,058 MW. Apart from this, 1,903 MW is available as share from Central 

Sector. 

10. Transport 

Roads: The length of roads network in Tamil Nadu is 1, 93,918 km. 

Railways: The total length of railways is 4,181 km, the main junctions being Chennai, Madurai, Tiruchirapalli, 

Coimbatore and Tirunelveli. 

Aviation: Chennai being the international airport in the southern region is the main centre of airline routes. Besides, 

there are airports at Tiruchirapalli, Madurai, Coimbatore and Salem. 

Ports: Major ports in the State are Chennai and Tuticorin. There are seven other minor ports including Cuddalore and 

Nagapattinam. 

 

Tamil Nadu Forest Types: 
 Forest vegetation is divided into 3 major groups according to temperature zones namely Tropical Forests, 

Montane Subtropical Forests and Montane Temperate Forests, which are subdivided into nine type groups based 

on moisture and physiognomic variation. 

 

1. TROPICAL EVERGREEN FOREST 

 This type of forest is present on the western ghats of Tirunelveli, Kanyakumarai, The Nilgiris and Coimbatore 

districts on the upper slopes and top hills and sometimes on the steep slope of lower down 

 

2. TROPICAL SEMI EVERGREEN FOREST 

 This type occurs on slopes of hills and mountains usually up to 1000 m. Canopy is of two or three storeys. This 

forest type is present in Coimbatore, Tirunelvei and Kanyakumari districts between western tropical evergreen 

and the moist deciduous type with a mixture of occasional evergreen and abundant moist deciduous tree species. 

 

3. TROPICAL MOIST DECIDUOUS FORESTS 

 This type of forest lies below the zone of semi-evergreen and evergreen forests. The trees reach a height of 30 to 30 

m and are deciduous. Bamboos are common. 

 

4. LITTORAL AND SWAMP FORESTS 

 This type of forest is present in the coastal area in the river deltas along the edges of the delta streams, tails of 

islands and over sea face where accretion is in progress. The vegetation, typically evergreen of moderate height, 

with leathery leaves, vivipary usually, composed of trees specially adapted to survive on tidal mud, permanently 

wet with salt water and submerged every tide.  

 

5.TROPICAL DRY DECIDUOUS FORESTS 

 These forests are found at about 400 m and above. The canopy is closed. Most of the species are deciduous. The 

undergrowth is usually dense. 
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6. TROPICAL THORN FORESTS 

 Those forests are found from plains up to 400m the common trees of top storey are Acacia ferruginea, Acacia 

leucophloea, Albizzia amara and Azadirachta indica. 

 

7. TROPICAL DRY EVERGREEN FORESTS 

 A low forest consisting mostly of small coriaceous leaved evergreen trees with short boles and spreading crowns. 

The proportion of deciduous species may be large locally and climbers are numerous.  

 

8. MONTANE SUBTROPICAL FORESTS 

 The semi-evergreen type of forest, present in the subtropical region of the state. In Eastern Ghats it is found in the 

upper slopes and Plateau of Shevaroys, Kollimalai, and Pachamalai. Epiphytes are common. 

 

9. MONTANE TEMPERATE FORESTS 

 The montane forest mostly confined to moist and sheltered valleys, glens and hollows as in the Anamalais, Nilgiri 

and Palani at above 1000 m. they are known in Tamil as sholas. The trees are evergreen. 

 

Protected Areas of Tamil Nadu 

National Parks Wildlife Sanctuaries Biosphere Reserves 

Guindy National Park Mudumalai Wildlife Sanctuary Nilgiris Biosphere Reserve 

Mundanthurai Wildlife Sanctuary 

Gulf of Mannar Marine Park  Point Calimere Wildlife Sanctuary 

Kalakad Wildlife Sanctuary Gulf of Mannar Biosphere 

Reserve Indira Gandhi National Park Indira Gandhi Wildlife Sanctuary 

Vallanadu Black Buck Sanctuary 

Mukurthi National Park Grizzled Giant Squirrel Wildlife Sanctuary Agasthiyarmalai Biosphere 

Reserve Kanyakumari Wildlife Sanctuary 

Mudumalai National Park Sathyamangalam Wildlife Sanctuary 

Megamalai Wildlife Sanctuary 

Kodaikanal Wildlife Sanctuary 

Gangaikondan Spotted Deer Sanctuary 

Cauvery North Wildlife Sanctuary 

Nellai Wildlife Sanctuary 

 

Mangroves, Coral Reefs and Wetlands of Tamil Nadu 

Mangroves Coral Reefs Wetlands 

Muthupet Coral Reefs in Gulf of Mannar Point Calimere 

Pitchavaram Kazhuveli 

Ramnad Pallikkaranai 

 

Tamil Nadu State Symbols 

State Animal Nilgir Tahir 

State Bird Emrald Dove 

State Flower Glorosa Lily 

State Tree Palm Tree 

State Butterfly Tamil yeoman 

State Fruit Jackfruit 

 

Welfare Schemes of Tamil Nadu 
1. MakkalaiThediMaruthuvam Scheme 2021 (“healthcare at doorstep” scheme):To provide enhanced treatment 

quality of life for all, the healthworkers will screen those with infirmities through routine door-to-door check-ups 

and detect non-communicable diseases that are also seen to cause sudden mortalities and impact the quality of 
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life. Around 1172 health sub centres, 189 primary Health centres and 50 Community Health Centre across 50 

universal health coverage blocks are covered under this scheme. Through the scheme, hidden health issues such 

as high blood pressure and diabetes will be screened, and monthly medicines will be provided at the door-step. 

Physiotherapy will be given to those that need care. The scheme will also include screening of kidney ailments 

and congenital defects in children and will be followed up through hospital treatment. 

2. NammaiKaakkum 48 Scheme 2021 (Emergency care scheme): Under ‗NammaiKakkum 48‘, Accident victims in 

Tamil Nadu will be given free emergency treatment for the first 48 hours at 609 empaneled government and 

private hospitals in the state. Offers free 81 life-saving procedures worth Rs 1 lakh. It covers all procedures not 

included in the current state insurance scheme. It will be dovetailed with the Chief Minister‘s Health Insurance 

scheme next year after review. 

3. Athikadavu Avinashi Scheme 2021: The main purpose of this scheme is to raise and recharge the ground water 

levels.  The scheme aims to ensure piped fresh drinking water supply to all households in the state. A pipeline 

will be created for 1,058 Km and 6 pump houses would be constructed. 

4. Adi Dravidar and Tribal Welfare Department -Scholarship: Free Education provided to students upto 12th Std. 

to all i.e. tuition fee will not be collected, and the amount will be reimbursed by Government. 

5. Scheme for integrated textile parks (SITP):Under the Scheme for setting up Integrated Textile Parks, the 

Government of India provides Grant or equity limited to 40% of the project cost subject to a ceiling of Rs.40 crore 

for the textile projects. The combined equity stake of the Government of India / State Government / State 

Industrial Development Corporation, if any, should not exceed 49%. 

6. Pudhumai Penn scheme launched in Tamil Nadu for Girl Children: Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin on 

September 5 launched the MoovalurRamamirthamAmmaiyar Higher Education Assurance scheme titled 

'Pudhumai Penn'. Pudhumai Penn scheme, girl students, who studied from Class V to Class XII in state 

government schools would be paid a monthly assistance of '1,000 till they complete their graduation or diploma. 

7. Tamil Nadu rolls out 'Chief Minister's Breakfast Scheme' at 1,545 government primary schools: The Tamil 

Nadu government has issued an order to implement the first phase of the Chief Minister's Breakfast Scheme at 

1,545 government primary schools for t he benefit of over 1.14 lakh children in Classes IV during 202223. The cost 

would be Rs. 33.56 crore. 
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ECONOMY 

 

Economic Snapshots 
 GSDP of the state as percentage to all India GDP is 9.6% 

 State GDP grew at 5.87% vis-à-vis 3% GDP growth rate of India. 

 At current prices, Tamil Nadu‘s gross state domestic product (GSDP) is estimated to be Rs. 24.85 trillion in 2022-

23.  

 The state‘s GSDP increased at a CAGR of 11.27% between 2015-16 and 2022-23.  

 The state‘s per capita GSDP was Rs. 249, 517 in 2020-21. 

 Per capita GSDP increased at a CAGR of 9.56% between 2015-16 and 2020-21. 

 FDI Inflow & Investments: The state ranked 5th in terms of FDI inflows. 

 Exports: The state exported key items such as RMG cotton including accessories, motor vehicles, auto components 

/parts, cotton fabrics, electric machinery and equipment. 

 Tamil Nadu is the fourth-largest state of India. It has a diversified manufacturing sector and features among the 

leaders in several industries like automobiles and auto components, engineering, pharmaceuticals, garments, 

textiles, leather, chemicals, plastics, etc. It ranks first among the states in terms of the number of factories and 

industrial workers. 

 Tamil Nadu Industrial Development Corporation Ltd (TIDCO), State Industries Promotion Corporation of Tamil 

Nadu (SIPCOT), Tamil Nadu Industrial Investment Corporation Limited (TIIC), and Tamil Nadu Small Industries 

Development Corporation Limited (TANSIDCO) are jointly developing industrial infrastructure in the state. 

 At current prices, Tamil Nadu‘s gross state domestic product (GSDP) is estimated to be Rs. 24.85 trillion in 2022-

23. The state‘s GSDP increased at a CAGR of 11.27% between 2015-16 and 2022-23. 

 In 2020-21, the tertiary sector contributed 54.33% to the state‘s Gross State Value Added (GSVA) at current prices, 

followed by the secondary sector at 32.72%. 

 As of March 2022, the state had a total installed power generation capacity of 35.14 GW. 

 According to the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), between October 2019-

December 2021, FDI inflows in Tamil Nadu stood at US$ 5,707.82 million. The state ranked 5th in India in terms of 

FDI inflows. 

 Total merchandise exports from the state stood at US$ 31.52 billion in FY22 (till February 2022). IT &ITeS export 

from Tamil Nadu increased to Rs. 1.39 lakh crore in 2018-19, at a growth rate of 10% YoY. 

 Tamil Nadu Industrial Guidance and Export Promotion Bureau have been set up with the objective to attract 

major investment proposals to Tamil Nadu. 

 

Some of the major initiatives taken by the Government to promote Tamil Nadu as an 
investment destination are: 
 In May 2022, Acme Solar Holdings Ltd announced that it was planning to set up an integrated seven gigawatt 

(GW) renewable energy and green ammonia production facility in Tamil Nadu at an estimated cost of about US$ 

6 billion. 

 In May 2022, Southern Railway announced that it will set up solar power plants at 18 stations in northern Tamil 

Nadu to reduce emissions. 

 In September 2021, the state government announced plans to set up solar power parks across Tamil Nadu to 

generate 4,000 MW of solar energy with battery storage system of 2,000 MW. 

 In September 2021, the UAE-based DP World announced plans to invest Rs. 2,000 crore to establish numerous 

projects in Tamil Nadu. These projects include a container terminal, cold storage and seafood processing zone, 

free trade zone with an integrated rail siding, minor port in the Eastern Coast of Tamil Nadu and inland container 

depots in Erode, Karur and Tiruppur. 

 In September 2021, the Asian Development Bank approved a Rs. 1,095 crore loan to enable access to inclusive, 

resilient and sustainable housing for the urban poor in Tamil Nadu. 

 In September 2021, Minister for Rural Industries, Mr. TM Anbarasan, announced that four industrial estates will 

be established across Tamil Nadu to ensure balanced growth across the state. The industrial estates will be 

developed by the Tamil Nadu Small Industries Development Corporation (Tansidco) at Manapparai in 
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Tiruchirappalli district, Kaverirajapuram in Thiruvallur district, Kodur in Chengalpattu district and 

Sakkimangalam in Madurai district, across a total of 394 acres at a project cost of Rs. 218.22 crore (US$ 38.20 

million), and it is expected to generate 7,000 jobs. 

 In September 2021, the state government announced that the 144-km Coimbatore metro rail project will be 

completed at the cost of Rs. 6,300 crore (US$ 855.79 million) through Coimbatore Trichy Road, Avinashi Road, 

Sathyamangalam Road, Mettupalayam Road and Corporation Roads. 

 In August 2021, the state government announced the ‗Chief Minister Road Improvement Scheme‘ to widen roads 

connecting the taluk headquarters and the district headquarters in the next 10 years. The government will spend 

Rs. 3,200 crore (US$ 434.69 million) in FY22 to widen roads to two-lane and four-lanes to facilitate free movement 

of traffic. 

 In August 2021, four airports in Tamil Nadu were featured in the central government‘s monetisation plan. Trichy 

airport has been identified for monetisation through brownfield PPP models in FY22, followed by Madurai and 

Coimbatore airports in FY23 and Chennai airport in FY24. 

 In July 2021, Tamil Nadu exchanged 35 memorandums of understanding (MoUs) with a cumulative investment of 

Rs. 17,141 crore (US$ 2.33 billion) and employment opportunities for 55,054 people. These investments are in the 

fields of power plants, electronics, auto components, industrial parks, IT/ITeS services, food processing, footwear, 

pharmaceuticals, and textiles. 

 The state introduced the ‗Industrial Policy 2021‘ to achieve an annual growth rate of 15% in the manufacturing 

sector while attracting investments worth Rs. 10 lakh crore (US$ 137.8 billion) and creating employment 

opportunities for 20 lakh people by 2025. 

 In February 2021, Flipkart signed a memorandum of understanding with the Tamil Nadu MSME Trade and 

Investment Promotion Bureau to bring local artisans, weavers, craftsmen and small and midsized enterprises into 

the e-commerce marketplace. 

 In January 2021, Tamil Nadu approved 34 key investment proposals worth Rs. 52,257 crores (US$ 7.14 billion). 

These investments are likely to create >93,000 jobs in the electronics, automobile and auto components sectors, 

including electric vehicles and solar cell manufacturing. 

 In December 2020, Tamil Nadu announced that France will sign a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with 

Tamil Nadu‘s industrial Guidance and Export Promotion Bureau and the Indo-French Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry to facilitate mutual investments, and to promote ease of doing business 

 The government has proposed the Tamil Nadu Urban Flagship Investment Programme to support the state in 

developing urban and environmental infrastructure. The programme will cost Rs. 8,156 crore (US$ 1.11 billion) 

and will be financed with assistance from the Asian Development Bank. Further, 179 projects at a cost of Rs. 8.6 

lakh crore (US$ 117.58 billion) relating to Tamil Nadu have been included in the national infrastructure pipeline. 

These projects will be implemented in the next five years (2020-25). 

 The Comprehensive Road Infrastructure Development Programme (CRIDP) is a flagship scheme to upgrade road 

infrastructure in the State. Under Budget 2020-21, Rs. 5,500 crore (US$ 780.25 million) has been allocated to the 

scheme. 

 The Asian Development Bank assisted Tourism Development Project is currently under implementation and a 

sum of Rs. 90.85 crore (US$ 12.89 million) has been provided in the Budget Estimates of 2020-21. 

 In 2019, the Chief Minister launched the Tamil Nadu New Integrated Textile Policy, 2019. 

 Tamil Nadu ranked first in terms of foreign tourist arrival and second in terms of domestic tourist arrival in 

2019(P). In 2018, foreign tourist arrival reached 6.07 million, while domestic tourist arrival reached 385.90 million. 

 In July 2020, the Tamil Nadu government signed MoUs worth US$ 1.48 billion; this is expected to create 13,507 

jobs in fields such as solar cells, data centres and industrial parks. 

 

UNESCO World Heritage Sites in Tamil Nadu 
 There are several ancient temple ruins and erotic monuments that are still alive with the stories and legends of the 

royals in Tamil Nadu. Among these, four places are recognized as world heritage sites by UNESCO and are 

categorized as two groups. The first three are collectively known as Great Living Chola Temples and the 

remaining one is ―Group of Monuments at Mahabalipuram. Besides these four sites, the Western Ghats & the 

Nilgiri Mountain Railway are also recognized by UNESCO as World Heritage sites. 
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1. Group of Monuments at Mahabalipuram: 

Mahabalipuram also known as Mamallapuram is known for 

its charming seashore and incredible rock sculptures. 

The Group of Monuments at Mamallapuram is a collection of 

7th- and 8th-century CE religious monuments in the coastal 

resort town of Mamallapuram in Tamil Nadu, India and 

a UNESCO World Heritage Site. It is on the Coromandel 

Coast of the Bay of Bengal, which is 60 kilometers south 

of Chennai. Arjuna‘s penance is the magnum opus of Tamil 

Nadu artist; this mid-seventh-century art is the world‘s 

largest bas-relief. Its bulky size will make you wish for thousand eyes to capture this incredible art as a whole. 

Other monuments are based on varied god and goddesses of the Hindu religion. Few Buddha sculptures are 

found in here. The noteworthy monuments are PanchaRathas, the shore temple, Varaha temple, and Descent of 

the Ganges. Most notable Cave Temples of Mahabalipuram are Varaha Cave Temple, Krishna Cave 

Temple and Panchapandava Cave Temple. 

2. Great Living Chola Temples 

 Built during the rule of the Chola Empire, the Great Living Chola Temples are a group of three temples situated in 

the Southern Part of India. The three temples are the Brihadeeswarar Temple at Thanjavur, the Temple of 

GangaikondaCholapuram, and the Airavatesvara Temple at Darasuram. Built during the 11th and 12th centuries 

by the kings of the Chola dynasty, these temples stand testimony to the architectural splendor and beauty of 

Chola art, architecture, and sculpture 

A. Brihadeeswarar Temple, Tanjavur: Also known as the Tanjore Big Temple or PeruvudaiyarKovil, 

Brihadeeswarar Temple in Thanjavur is the most ambitious Chola temple that was built for King Raja Raja Chola I 

in 1010 AD. With its grand design and magnificence, it remains one of the greatest glories of Indian architecture 

and among the best places to visit in Thanjavur.  Declared by UNESCO as a World Heritage Site in 1987,  

theBrihadeeswarar Temple is dedicated to Lord Shiva and is famous for its grandeur and beautiful sculptures. 

The temple consists of an entrance tower followed by the main temple complex. Built purely with granite stones, 

the main shrine of Brihadeeswarar boasts an amazing structure with a large mandapa followed by an antarala and 

the sanctum. The 13-tier tower over the sanctum is the prime attraction of the temple which is built in Dravidian 

style. Yet another totally outlandish fact is that the shadow of Sikhara never falls on the ground. 

B. GangaikondaCholapuramBrihadeeshwarar Temple: GangaikondaCholapuram became the capital of Cholas 

during the reign of Rajendra Chola I in 1025 CE and served as the Chola capital for around 250 years. This 

historical town is home to the renowned Brihadeeswarar Temple. Dedicated to Lord Shiva, it was built by 

Rajendra Chola I, the son and successor of Rajaraja Chola, and is renowned for having the biggest Shivalingam in 

the Southern part of India. The temple of GangaikondaCholapuram and the Airavatesvara Temple at Darasuram 

were added as extensions to the Brihadeeshwarar Temple, Thanjavur in 2004. The 182 feet tall tower over the 

sanctum is the second biggest after the Tanjavur Temple. 

C. Airavatesvara Temple, Darasuram: Dedicated to Lord Shiva, the Airavatesvara Temple at Darasuram was built 

during the time of Raja Raja II in the 12th century CE, and is aesthetically different from the other two.  It is one of 

the four temples built by the Cholas entirely on stone Vimanas. Though much smaller in size when compared to 

the Brihadisvara temple at Thanjavur, this temple is different as it is highly ornate in execution. The temple 

consists of a sanctum and axial mandapas. The front mandapa known in the inscriptions as 

RajagambhiranTirumandapam is unique as it was conceptualized as a chariot with wheels. The pillars of this 

mandapa are highly ornate. 

3. The Nilgiri Mountain Railway: The Nilgiri Mountain Railway is a 1,000 mm-meter-gauge railway in Tamil Nadu 

built by the British in 1908. Operated by the Southern Railway, it is the only rack railway in India. In 2005, 

UNESCO added the Nilgiri Mountain Railway as an extension to the World Heritage Site of Darjeeling 

Himalayan Railway. One of Tamil Nadu‘s favorite experiences, the train runs between Mettupalayam and Ooty 

that passes through tunnels and curves offering its passengers a ride they would relish for a lifetime as the 

enticing 46 km long journey promises the opportunity to witness panoramic views in abundance. 

4. The Western Ghats: The Western Ghats is a mountain range that covers an area of 160,000 sq. km in a stretch of 

1,600 km parallel to the western coast of the Indian peninsula, traversing the states of Kerala, Tamil Nadu, 

https://www.tamilnadutourism.com/chennai/index.php
https://www.trawell.in/tamilnadu/thanjavur/places-to-visit-things-to-do
https://www.trawell.in/tamilnadu/chidambaram/gangai-konda-cholapuram
https://www.trawell.in/tamilnadu/kumbakonam/darasuram-airavatheswar-temple
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Karnataka, Goa, Maharashtra, and Gujarat. UNESCO‘s World Heritage Committee inscribed the Western Ghats of 

India as a world heritage site on 1st July 2012. It comprises a total of 39 properties including national parks, 

wildlife sanctuaries, and reserve forests– 20 in the state of Kerala, 10 in Karnataka, 5 in Tamil Nadu, and 4 in 

Maharashtra. The decision will ensure the mountain range gets international support for the conservation of 

biological diversity, besides containing areas of high geological, cultural, and aesthetic values. 

Older than the Himalayas, the mountain chain of the Western Ghats influences Indian monsoon weather patterns 

by intercepting the rain-laden monsoon winds that sweep in from the southwest during late summer. Besides, it is 

one of the ten hottest biodiversity hotspots in the world as it has over 7,402 species of flowering plants, 1,814 

species of non-flowering plants, 139 mammal species, 508 bird species, 179 amphibian species, 6,000 insects 

species, and 290 freshwater fish species. The Western Ghats are home to at least 325 globally threatened species. 

The five sites in Tamil Nadu are KalakkadMundanthurai Tiger Reserve, Srivilliputtur Wildlife Sanctuary, 

Sathyamangalam Wildlife Sanctuary, Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary, and Mukurthi National Park. 

 

Tamil Nadu in News Recently 
1. Tamil Nadu is the only State to achieve Jal Jeevan Mission target for 2022 Q1 and Q2:Tamil Nadu has emerged 

as the only State which has achieved the target for 2022 Q1 and Q2 for Jal Jeevan Mission, with 69.57 lakh 

households provided with tap connections till date, according to official data. Of the 1.25 crore households in 

Tamil Nadu, 69.57 lakh households have received tap connections till date. The percentage of households 

(55.63%) with tap connections. 

2. Union Education Ministry to organise 'Kashi Tamil Sangamam' monthlong programme from November 16: 

The Indian Institute of Technology Madras along with the Banaras Hindu University will serve as knowledge 

partners for Kashi Tamil Sangamam, an initiative to bring to light the academic, economic, social and cultural 

relations between Varanasi and the State. 

3. Country's first slender loris habitat in Karur, Dindigul districts of TN notified: Tamil Nadu government has 

notified the country's first Kadavur slender loris sanctuary covering 11,806 hectares in Karur and Dindigul 

districts of the State. Slender lorises are small nocturnal mammals and are arboreal in nature, as they spend most 

of their life on trees. The species has a wide range of ecological role and importance to play in the terrestrial eco 

system. 

4. India’s first Dugong Conservation Reserve notified in Tamil Nadu: Tamil Nadu notified the country‘s first 

‗Dugong Conservation Reserve‘ in Palk Bay covering the coastal waters of Thanjavur and Pudukottai districts 

with an area of 448 square kilometers. Dugongs are the largest herbivours marine mammals in the world thriving 

primarily on seagrass beds, a major carbon sink of the oceans. Dugongs are protected under Schedule 1 of the 

Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972.  

5. 100% Saturation of Grey Water Management in Pappankuzhi Village, Tamil Nadu: Owing to the concerted 

efforts of community members and government officials, a grey water management system has been successfully 

implemented in Pappankuzhi Village Panchayat in Kanchipuram district of Tamil Nadu. The initiative is a part of 

the Swachh Bharat Mission Grameen (SBM-G) Phase II campaign of which greywater management is an integral 

component. 

6. Centre notifies India's 

31st Elephant Reserve 

In Tamil Nadu on World 

Elephant 
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Day:Agasthyamalai Elephant Reserve has been notified as India's 31st Elephant Reserve by the Union 

environment ministry. This is the fifth elephant reserve in Tamil Nadu. The Periyar-Agasthyamalai landscape is 

estimated to have 1,800 Asian elephants (Census 2010). Karnataka has the highest number of elephants in India. 

 

Political Movements in Tamil Nadu 
A brief history of anti-Hindi imposition agitations in India 

 The debate over language has been an imperative one even in pre-independent India. When the Congress formed 

the government in Madras Presidency under the leadership of C. Rajagopalachari in 1937, it planned the 

imposition of Hindi on Tamilians. This sparked massive protests and anti-Hindi demonstrations led by E.V. 

Ramaswamy Naicker (Periyar). He raised the slogan 'Tamil Nadu for Tamilians' and accused Hindi of being a tool 

of the Aryans for infiltrating Dravidian culture. 

 The Madras government finally buckled under this pressure in February, 1940. However, the language issue 

continued to play an important role in the politics of this region. The year 1965 saw another anti-Hindi agitation 

lead by the DMK in Tamil Nadu. This period was fraught with violent student agitations and self-immolations.  

 The Constituent Assembly Debates record intensive arguments being made for and against the designation of 

Hindi as the ‗national language‘. A member, R.V. Dhulekar, agitated for the usage of only Hindi for all official 

work. This was widely criticised by many leaders from the south who felt that this would mean a very limited 

role for the non-Hindi speaking south Indians in the government as well as bureaucracy. The Constituent 

Assembly finally decided on Hindi as the official language, while providing a clause that stated the continuation 

of English as an official language for a period of 15 years. Later in 1963, the central government, headed by, Nehru 

passed the Official Languages Act, which provided for the continuation of English language for official purposes 

of the Union and for its use in Parliament. 

 During the national movement, our leaders had envisaged creation of states based on linguistic principles. 

However, post independence, there was a feeling that a division based on this principle would divide the country 

and so, it was temporarily put off, while the leaders focused on more socio-economic issues. However, the 

Vishalandhra movement for the creation of a separate state for Telugu speaking areas out of Madras province 

forced the government to appoint a States Reorganization Commission in 1953. In its report, the commission 

stated that the boundaries of the states must reflect the boundaries of different languages. In accordance with this, 

the States Reorganisation Act was passed in 1956. 

 However, Hindi has not always been treated with such strong resentment. M.K. Gandhi instituted the Dakshina 

Bharat Hindi PracharSabha,  headquartered at Georgetown in Madras, in 1918. Its provincial branches were 

established in 1936 and in 1964, it was declared an Institution of National Importance by an act of Parliament. 

 

Justice Movement 
 The Justice movement was started by C.N. Mudaliar, T.M. Nair, and P. Tyagaraja in Madras 

Presidency to secure jobs and representation for non-brahmins in the legislature. The Madras Presidency 

Association was founded in 1917 to demand separate representation in the legislature for the lower castes.  

 
Background 

 The conflict between Brahmins and non-Brahmins is at the heart of this movement. 

 Non-Brahmans began to demand their rights and questioned the dominance of Brahmins in every sphere. 

 In order to counter the growing clout of Brahmins in society and politics, Zamindars and Maharajas established 

the South India Welfare Association in Madras Presidency in 1916. 

 Dr. TM Nair, Theagaroya Chetty, Dr. C NatesaMudaliar, Panagal's Raja, and Sir A Ramaswamy Mudaliar were 

among the organization's eminent non-Brahman leaders. 

 It began by publishing the English newspaper 'Justice,' and as its popularity grew, the society became known as 

the Justice Party. 

 This Justice party ran in the election, and for the first time in Indian history, a cabinet was formed in the Madras 

Presidency in 1921. 

 

Formation of Justice Movement 

 The Madras Non-Brahmin Association was founded in 1909 by two young lawyers, P Subramaniam and M 
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Purushothama Naidu, in response to simmering feelings against Brahminical hegemony and the need to 

confront it head-on. 

 The association failed for a variety of reasons, but it sowed the seeds for the Justice Party. 

 The Madras United League was founded in 1912, with NatesaMudaliyar as secretary. It was later renamed 

the Madras Dravidian Association. 

 On November 20, 1916, around 30 prominent non-Brahmin leaders, including Dr.NatesaMudaliyar, Sir PT 

Theyagaraya Chetty, TM Nair, and a woman AlameluMangaiThayarammal, came together to form the South 

Indian Liberation Federation (SILF). 

 It was later known as the Justice Party after the 'Justice' newspaper launched to promote the movement's ideals. 

 The meeting was held in Victoria's historic public hall. 

 In 1938, Periyar was elected as the leader of the Justice party. 

 In 1944, the Justice Party and the Self-Respect Movement were renamed DravidarKazhagam. 

 

Factors Leading to Justice Movement 

 Theyagaraya Chetty and TM Nair recognized the need to politicize the non-Brahmin movement after being 

defeated by Brahmin candidates in the imperial legislative council and local council elections, respectively. 

 Despite being political rivals, Theyagaraya Chetty and Nair collaborated to launch SILF, thanks to the efforts of 

NatesaMudaliyar. 

 The Justice Party's formative years in power are responsible for Tamil Nadu's legacy of social justice. 

 To legislate reservations, the party introduced what is known as communal G.O. 

 Periyar, incidentally, left the Congress after the party failed to pass the communal G.O. 

 

Objectives 

 To promote the educational, social, economic, and political advancement of all communities in South India other 

than the Brahmins. 

 To work for the development of non-Brahmins through a constitutional government. 

 To create a government that is truly representative. 

 To mobilize public opinion in support of Non-Brahmins' demands. 

 Montagu Chelmsford's 1919 reform introduced dyarchy in the presidency, designating some departments for 

Indian Ministers to be chosen from elected members. 

 The Justice party won the majority in the first election under dyarchy in 1920, and A.Subbarayalu became Chief 

Minister; after his death, Raja of Panagal became Chief Minister of Madras in 1921. 

 Congress boycotted the elections as part of the Non-Cooperation Movement. 
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Political Ideology of Justice Party 

 It fought against Brahmins in civil service and politics, and this anti-Brahmin stance influenced many of its ideas 

and policies. 

 It was opposed to Annie Besant's Home Rule movement because it believed it would benefit the Brahmins. 

 In addition, the party campaigned against the non-cooperation movement in the presidency. It was at odds with 

M. K. Gandhi, owing to his support for Brahminism. 

 Its distrust of the Brahmin-dominated Congress drove it to oppose the Indian independence movement. 

 They obtained reservations for non-Brahmins through the Government of India Act of 1919 by petitioning the 

imperial administration, which was more than willing to oblige. 

 

Justice Movement – Significance 

 In December 1916, the Justice Party issued its non-Brahmin manifesto. 

 The manifesto became a significant document that would later shape the rise of the Dravidian movement. 

 When the Justice Party was in power, women were granted voting rights, and a noon-meal programme was 

implemented. 

 The party was also instrumental in allowing women to run for office, paving the way for Dr.Muthulakshmi 

Reddy to become India's first female legislator. 

 Dr.Muthulakshmi Reddy's pioneering efforts resulted in the abolition of the Devadasi system when the Justice 

party was in power. 

 The Justice Party ensured an adequate number of opportunities for non-brahmins of all categories in education 

and employment through a Communal government order. 

 They eliminated Sudra and Panchama discrimination in public transportation, roads, restaurants, and public 

wells. 

 They established a newly formed Hindu Religious Endowment Board to regulate temple laws and provided 

lands to the Panchamas known as Panchami Land. 

 They built new townships and industrial parks. 

 Children from low-income families were given an education. 

 For the first time, they implemented the "Noon Meal Scheme" in a few schools. 

 The requirement of knowing Sanskrit as a prerequisite for medical school was removed, allowing non-brahmin 

students to enrol. 

 Cooperative societies were encouraged. Mirasdari's regime was demolished. In 1923, various irrigation schemes 

were implemented. 

 During the Justice Party regime, Annamalai and Andra Universities were established. 

 Despite being given only a few departments by the British, the Justice Party provided the most successful 

government. 

 

Reasons for Decline of Justice Movement 

 There was abuse of power and corruption. 

 It lost support from the depressed and minority populations. 

 Periyar's self-respect movement had become more radical. The Justice Party's pro-British stance is critical to its 

decline. 

 Due to Periyar's refusal to enter electoral politics and Gandhi's growing popularity, the Congress won the Madras 

Presidency elections in 1937, and Rajagopalachari became the premier. 

 To some extent, the Justice Party's image as an organization of rich landlords and Western-educated upper-caste 

non-Brahman intellectuals from Tamilnadu and Telugu countries contributed to its demise. 

 The region's Dalits were not adequately represented. 

 Despite its limitations, the Justice movement was successful in abolishing the Devadasi system, promoting inter-

caste and inter-religious marriages, and legalizing marriages without the presence of a Brahman priest, thereby 

reducing Brahminical dominance. 

 

Demand for Dravida Nadu 

 The recent statement of an MP from Tamil Nadu that if the central government did not give greater autonomy, 
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there is a chance to revive the demand for a separate state, has spurred controversy. 

 

What parties/platforms were involved in the concept of Dravida Nadu 

 Justice Party - The South Indian Liberal Federation, popularly known as Justice Party was founded in 1917 by Sir 

PittiTheagaraya Chetty, Dr T M Nair, and Dr C NatesaMudaliar 

 It was the first to raise the flag of anti-Brahminism, and oppose the caste system that put Brahmins at the top of 

the social hierarchy. 

 In 1920, the Justice Party won the first legislative council elections held under the Government of India Act, 1919, 

and formed the government. 

 The Justice Party remained in power until 1926, and then from 1930-37. 

 Self-Respect Movement- Periyar was the founder of the Self-Respect Movement (1925) and was anti-caste and 

anti-religion. 

 He advocated major social reforms, including equality for women in society, and supporting birth control for 

women for their health and well-being. 

 He also opposed the domination of Hindi and emphasised the distinct cultural identity of the Tamil nation. 

 He envisaged an independent Dravida Nadu, comprising Tamil, Malayalam, Telugu and Kannada speakers. 

 DravidarKazhagam- In 1938, the Justice Party and Self-Respect Movement came together. 

  In 1944, the new outfit was named DravidarKazhagam. 

 DK was anti-Brahmin, anti-Congress, and anti-Aryan (North Indian), and launched a movement for an 

independent Dravida nation. 

 During the anti-Hindi agitations in 1938, Tamil scholars including MaraimalaiAdigal and Somasundara Bharathi, 

at a public meeting held on Marina beach raised the slogan Tamil Nadu Thamizharukke (Tamil Nadu is only for 

Tamils) for the first time. 

 

How was the idea of an independent Dravida Nadu weakened 

 Post-Independence- In 1949, Annadurai split from Periyar due to ideological differences, and his DMK joined the 

electoral process. 

 The DMK‘s platforms were social democracy and Tamil cultural nationalism, but Annadurai was silent on 

Dravida Nadu. 

 Linguistic nationalism- The Linguistic Provinces Commission (S K Dhar Commission) set up in 1948 argued 

against a linguistic basis of reorganisation of states, as it could lead to further division. 

 In 1952, the freedom fighter Potti Sriramulu died at the end of a 56-day hunger strike undertaken to demand a 

separate Telugu state. 

 In the face of intense public anger, Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru announced an intention to create a separate 

Andhra state. 

 In 1953, the States Reorganisation Commission was constituted under Justice Fazl Ali, K M Panikkar, and H N 

Kunzru which favoured the linguistic division of states based a balanced approach. 

 The States Reorganisation Act, 1956 redrew the boundaries of states along linguistic lines, and created the states of 

Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Mysore and Kerala in southern India. 

 In the process, a major demand of the linguistic movements was fulfilled, and the idea of an independent Dravida 

Nadu was weakened. 

 

How did the demand for Dravida Nadu evolve after 1960 

 DMK dropped their demand for a separate Tamil Nadu in 1962, in the wake of the Chinese aggression to show 

solidarity in facing an external threat with a unified face. 

 Also, 16th Amendment to the Indian Constitution was passed in 1963, which placed a demand upon every 

Member of Legislature or Parliament to pledge him/herself to uphold the unity and integrity of the Indian Union. 

 Since 1967, the preservation of Tamil culture and language has been a major focus area of successive state 

governments. 

 The state opposed the three-language formula in 1966, and has continued to protest the introduction of Hindi in 

education. 

 The demand for Dravida Nadu was gradually replaced by a demand for greater autonomy in education and 
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cultural practices. 

 

Boundary Disputes & River Water Disputes with other states: 

1. Boundary Dispute with Kerala: Kerala state has been accused of encroaching Tamil Nadu land. The dispute is 

regarding a border village Kombai where Kerala Tourism has installed a tall statue of ―Adivasis‖ at the site. 

2. Kaveri River Water Dispute: The sharing of waters of the Kaveri River has been the source of a serious conflict 

between the two Indian states of Tamil Nadu and Karnataka. The genesis of this conflict rests in two agreements 

in 1892 and 1924 between the Madras Presidency and Kingdom of Mysore. 

o It involves 3 states and one Union Territory (Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka and Puducherry). 

o It entailed the principle that the upper riparian state must obtain consent of lower riparian state for any 

construction activity viz. reservoir on the river Cauvery. 

o Recent Developments:To resolve the matter, the CWDT (Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal) was established 

in 1990 which took 17 years to arrive at the final order (2007) on how Cauvery water should be shared 

between the 4 riparian states in normal rainfall conditions. 

o In distress years, a pro-rata basis shall be used, it instructed. 

o The final verdict of the SC came in 2018 where it declared the Cauvery a national asset and largely upheld the 

water-sharing arrangements finalised by the CWDT and also reduced the allocation of water from Karnataka 

to Tamil Nadu. 

o Mekedatu Reservoir Project: It aims to store and supply water for drinking purposes for the Bengaluru city. 

Around 400 megawatts (MW) of power is also proposed to be generated through the project. 

o TN is opposed to any project being proposed in the upper riparian unless it was approved by the SC. 

 

What is the ancient connect between Kashi and the Tamil land? 

 Legend has it that King Parakrama Pandya, who ruled over the region around Madurai in the 15th century, 

wanted to build a temple to Lord Shiva, and he travelled to Kashi to bring back a lingam. While returning, he 

stopped to rest under a tree — but when he tried to continue his journey, the cow carrying the lingam refused to 

move. 

 Parakrama Pandya understood this to be the Lord‘s wish, and installed the lingam there, a place that came to be 

known as Sivakasi. For devotees who could not visit Kashi, the Pandyas had built the Kasi Viswanathar Temple 

in what is today Tenkasi in southwestern Tamil Nadu, close to the state‘s border with Kerala. 

 

What is the history of ties between Kashi and Tamil Nadu? 

 The connection between Kashi and the Tamil region is deep and old. Much later, another king, Adhivir Ram 

Pandyan, after returning from a pilgrimage to Kashi, constructed another Shiva temple in Tenkasi in the 19th 

century. 

 Sant Kumara Gurupara from Thoothukudi district had negotiated with the princely state of Kashi to get a place 

for the consecration of Kedarghat and Vishvesvaralingam in Varanasi. He also composed Kashi Kalambagam, a 

collection of grammar poems on Kashi. 

 

What is the Kashi Tamil Sangamam? 

 The month-long Kashi Tamil Sangamam, which is held in Varanasi, will celebrate the many aspects of the 

historical and civilisational connection between India‘s North and South. Some 2,400 people from Tamil Nadu 

will be taken to Varanasi in groups for visits that will last eight days and will include, besides an immersive local 

experience, trips to Ayodhya and Prayagraj. 

 The broader objective is to bring the two knowledge and cultural traditions (of the North and South) closer, create 

an understanding of our shared heritage and deepen the people-to-people bond between the regions. 

 This is in sync with the National Education Policy, 2020 which emphasises on nurturing a generation that is 

modern and in sync with the 21st-century mindset, while being rooted in the Indian culture and ethos. 

 BHU and IIT-Madras are knowledge partners for the event, and the Ministries of Culture, Tourism, Railways, 

Textiles and Food Processing have been roped in as stakeholders, besides the government of Uttar Pradesh and 

the Varanasi administration. 
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