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KARNATAKA 
 

Karnataka, formerly (until 1973) Mysore, the state of India, is located on the western coast of the subcontinent. It is 

bounded by the states of Goa and Maharashtra to the north, Telangana to the east, Tamil Nadu to the southeast, 

Kerala to the south and by the Arabian Sea to the west. Its coastline stretches for some 200 miles. Before the 

independence of India in 1947, Mysore was a prosperous and progressive but landlocked princely state, the transfer of 

additional territories to the state in 1953 and 1956 united the Kannada-speaking peoples, gave the state an outlet to the 

sea, and greatly extended its boundaries. The state took its present name, a Kannada word meaning ―lofty land,‖ in 
1973. 

 

HISTORY 

 

In ancient times Karnataka was known as Karunadu which means elevated land or high plateau. The history of 

Karnataka can be traced back to prehistoric days. 

 

Karnataka in Tradition 
 IntheRamayananame-references,viz.,Dandakaranya,Godavari,Krsnaveni(Mahanadi), Kaveri and Tamraparni 

throw light on the region, Kiskindha has been identified as Anegondi near Hampi, Konkan comprising our South 

Kanara and North Kanara Districts is famous as Parasurama-ksetraortheland sanctified byParasurama. Local 

traditions describe that Hangal in Dharwad district isthecapital cityofKing Virata where Pandavas passed a year 

incognito.  

 

Pre-History 
 The present population of Karnataka owes its origin to people of different races that migrated here during 

different periods. People oftheNegritto race aresaidtobethefirst-comers. Scholars opine that 

theracialcharacteristicsofthelaterAustroloids canbegenerally recognised in the present-day aboriginal tribes such 

as lrula, Seliga and·Koraga. These people are supposed to have migrated to India, including parts of Karnataka, 

from regions of Australia and South-East Asia. But those who constitute the largest bulk of population in 

Karnataka are people who possess physical characteristicsof theMediterranean race. 

 Karnataka is said to be one of the four Dravidian states. Iron weapons dating back to 1200 BC have been found in 

Hallur. The early inhabitants of karnatka knew the use of iron, far ealier than the people of North India. The old 

stone age culture of Karnataka viz., the Hand-axe culture is quite distinct from the one pre-historic culture that 

prevailed in North India. Places like Hunsgi, Budihal, Piklihal, pattadakkal are some of the sites representing the 

various stages of prehistoric culture prevailed in Karnataka.   

 

Megalithic Culture: (700-400 BC) 
 The megalithic period in Karnataka is significant as it witnessed technological developments like the beginning of 

use of iron and fast wheel for the making of pottery as well as socio-economic and institutional developments 

such as the emergence of an agrarian base, demographic expansion, rudimentary craft specialisation, a 

developing exchange network and a degree of social differentiation. Many features typical of the megalithic phase 

continue into the early historic period. In fact, the megalithic and the early historical do not essentially represent 

two distinct chronological entities and are found overlapping at certain sites.  

 

Historic Period 
 Historians believe that some parts of Karnataka experienced the rule of the Nandas and the Mauryas. The 

Mauryan king Chandragupta is said to have visited Shravanabelgola and spent the last years there. Among the 

fourteen Rock Edicts of Ashoka, so far found in Karnataka, 10 are Minor (two each at Nittur and Udagolam in 

Ballari district; one at Maski in Raichur district; one each at Gavimutt and Palkigundu in Koppal district; one each 

at Brahmagiri, Jattinga Rameshwara and Siddapura in Chitradurga district) edicts, and Four are Major (viz., 13th 
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and 14th edicts found at Sannati in Kalaburagi district) Rock edicts. They testify to the fact that the Mauryan 

Empire had its jurisdiction over Karnataka also. It is interesting to note that, Emperor Ashoka‘s personal name 
occurs for the first time in his Maski minor rock edict wherein, besides his familiar epithet ―Devanampiya 
Piyadasi‖, his personal name ‗Ashoka‘ also occurs. Hence, his Maski edict has a unique place among all his royal 
edicts.  

 

Satavahanas (30 B.C - 230 A.D) 
 The Shatavahanas ruled between 30 B.C. to 230 A.D. with Paithan (also called Pratishtana) in Maharashtra, as 

their capital. Their empire covered extensive areas in Northern Karnataka and some scholars even argue that this 

dynasty hailed from Karnataka, as in early times, the region of modern Dharwad and Ballari districts was called 

as Satavahanihara (or the satavahana region). Even some Shatavahana rulers had the epithet ‗kings of Kuntala‘. 
Kanaganahalli near Sannati, has the ruins of Buddhist Stupas of their times covered with richly ornamented 

sculptures on them. 

 Among the findings at Sannati, images of Lord Buddha (in both sitting and standing postures) are significant. 

Besides, an inscribed image of Ashoka is also unearthed. Moreover, the stone images of eight Satavahana rulers 

are also unearthed from this place. Above all, a merchant from Banavasi seems to have built a cave during the 

second century A.D. at Ajanta in Maharashtra. Later, with the defeat of the Shatavahanas, Karnataka fell into the 

hands of the Pallavas of Kanchi. However, the Pallava domination in the Karnataka region was terminated, with 

the rise of the two indigenous dynasties, namely the Kadambas of Banavasi and the Gangas of Talakad, who 

divided Karnataka between themselves. 

 

Kadambas of Banavasi (345 - 540 A.D) 
 Being subjected to humiliation at the Pallava capital Kanchi, Mayuravarma gave up his hereditary priestly 

vocation (but his Brahmin origin has been questioned often by several researchers in recent times) and took to the 

life of a warrior and revolted against the Pallavas. This forced the Pallavas to recognise him as a sovereign when 

he crowned himself at Banavasi in the Uttara Kannada district. His Chandravalli inscription speaks about the 

construction or repair of a tank at Chandravalli by Mayuravarma near Chitradurga. One of his successors, 

Kakustha Varman (c.435-55) was such a powerful ruler that even the Vakatakas and the Guptas cultivated 

matrimonial relations with this family during his time. The great poet Kalidasa seems to have visited his court. 

The earliest Kannada record found at Halmidi (C.450 A.D.) in Belur Taluk, Hassan district is of this dynasty. 

However, recent researches trace the antiquity of the Kannada language to Ashoka‘s period. The Kadambas built 
some fine temples and the Kadamba Nagara style of stepped Shikharas is their contribution. They also got 

excavated the first rock-cut shrine of Vedic tradition at Aravalem (in Goa, which was, then under their control) in 

a laterite hill range. They had ‗Lion‘ as their royal insignia. 
 

Gangas of Talakad (350 - 1024 A.D.) 
 The Gangas appear to have started from Kolar and later their capital seems to have shifted to Talakad (Mysuru 

district). The elephant was their royal insignia. Until the advent of the Badami Chalukyas, they were almost a 

sovereign power. Many Ganga princes were not only scholars and writers but also great patrons of scholarship. 

Later they continued to rule over Gangavadi (which comprised major parts of South Karnataka and parts of 

Tamilnadu) up till the close of the 10th century, as subordinates of the Badami Chalukyas and the Rashtrakutas. It 

is the Gangas, who withstood the onslaught of the Pallavas and the Cholas, who tried to subjugate South 

Karnataka. The Sanskrit poet Bharavi appears to have lived in his court for some time.  

 

Chalukyas of Badami (540-757 A.D.) 
 The Chalukyas of Badami (also called Vatapi in inscriptions) brought the whole of Karnataka under a single rule. 

They have become immortal due to their contributions to the field of art and architecture. Their monuments are 

concentrated at Badami, Nagaral, Aihole, Pattadakal, Old and new Mahakuta in Karnataka and at Alampur, 

Gadwal, Satyavolal and Bichavolu in Andhra Pradesh. They are both rock-cut and structural, with wonderful 

sculptures wrought in hard red sandstone. The first great prince of the dynasty was Pulakeshi I (c. 540-66 A.D) 

who built the great fort of Badami and performed Ashwamedha Yaga (horse sacrifice) as elucidated in his Badami 

inscription of 543 AD, after subduing many rulers including the Kadambas. His grandson, Pulakeshi II (c.608-42 
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A.D.) built a vast empire, which extended from the Narmada in the north, to the Cauvery, in the south. In the east, 

he overthrew the Vishnukundins and appointed his younger brother Vishnuvardhana, as the Viceroy of Vengi. 

This prince founded the Eastern Chalukya Dynasty which ruled for five centuries in Andhra. Pulakeshin II, also 

defeated Harsha of Kanauj. The Chalukyan army popularly called ‗Karnatabala‘ is described in contemporary 
inscriptions as invincible. He exchanged embassies with Persia and the Chinese pilgrim Hiuen Tsiang visited his 

court. Ultimately, the Pallavas conquered Badami in c. 642 A.D. after defeating Pulakeshin II‘s army. His Aihole 
inscription, a prashasti composed by his court poet Ravikirti in 634 A.D. not only eulogises the political 

campaigns of Pulakeshi II in glorious terms but also refers to poet Kalidasa of early times. Later his son 

Vikramaditya I (655-81) reconquered the Chalukyan capital, re-organized his father‘s empire, and restored the 
fame of their army ‗Karnatabala‘ as ‗invincible‘.  

 Vikramaditya I‘s son Vinayaditya (681- 96) defeated the ruler of Kanauj, who claimed to be the paramount lord of 

the North (Sakalottarapathanatha). He even sent an expedition to Cambodia. The Chalukyan Empire included not 

only the whole of Karnataka and Maharashtra, but also a greater part of Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, and Andhra, 

and also parts of Orissa and Tamilnadu. Vikramaditya II (733-744) in the line defeated the Pallavas and entered 

the Pallava capital Kanchi victorious. However, he did not loot Kanchi, like the Pallavas who had done at Badami 

in C. 642. His queens Lokamahadevi and Trailokyamahadevi built the Virupaksha and Mallikarjuna temples at 

Pattadakal to commemorate this victory. However, the Chalukyan power weakened due to its frequent wars with 

the Pallavas and was ultimately dismembered during Kirtivarma II‘s regime in 757 A.D. 
 

Rashtrakutas of Malkhed (753-973 A.D.) 
 In 753, Dantidurga, a feudatory chieftain of Rashtrakuta origin over-threw the Chalukyan king Kirthivarman II, 

and his family inherited the fortunes of the Chalukyas. He claims that he did this by defeating the ‗Karnatabala‘ of 
the Chalukyas, described as ‗invincible‘ in those days. We owe the engraving of the celebrated monolithic Kailasa 
temple at Ellora (now in Maharashtra) to Dantidurga‘s uncle, Krishna I (756-74). Krishna‘s son, Dhruva (780-93) 

crossed the river Narmada, and after defeating the celebrated princes like Vathsaraja of the Gurjara Prathihara 

family and Dharmapala, the Gouda King of Bengal, and extracted tribute from the ruler of Kanauj, ‗the seat of 
India‘s Paramountcy‘. His son Govinda III (793-814) also repeated the feat when he defeated Nagabhata II, the 

Gurjara Prathihara, and Dharmapala of Bengal and again extracted tribute from the king of Kanauj. His ‗horses 
drank the icy liquid bubbling in the Himalayas‘ says a record, testifying to his victorious march in the North. The 

achievements of the Chalukyas of Badami and Rashatrakutas by defeating the rulers of Kanauj have made the 

name of their era the ―Age of Imperial Kanauj‖, a misnomer. Instead, it is to be called the ―Age of the Imperial 
Karnataka‖ as many historians rightly point out. Amoghavarsha Nripatunga (814-78), the renowned son of 

Govinda III, had to face the threat of the Eastern (Vengi) Chalukyas, who challenged his very existence.  

 Himself a scholar, Amoghavarsha patronized scholarship, and great Jaina savants like Veerasena, Jinasena, 

Gunabhadra, grammarian Shaktayana and Mathematician Mahaveera adorned his court. Adipurana and 

commentaries on the Shatkhandagamas called as Dhavala, Jayadhavala and Mahadhavala written in his court 

were the great Jaina works of all Indian importance. His court poet Srivijaya in 850 A.D. composed 

Kavirajamarga, the first extant Kannada work. His great-grandson Indra III (914-29) even captured Kanauj and 

held it under his control for two years. Rashtrakuta Krishna III (936-67) subdued the Cholas in the South and 

established a pillar of victory at Rameshwaram. In fact, the so-called ‗Age of Imperial Kanauj‘ in Indian history 
was the Age of Imperial Karnataka, when the prowess of the Kannadiga spread all over India. Even Rajashekhara, 

the celebrated Sanskrit writer, has called the Karnatas great experts in the technique of war. The Pala rulers of 

Bengal employed soldiers from Karnataka. One such Kannada warrior founded the Sena Dynasty of Bengal and 

another warrior founded the Karnata Dynasty of Mithila (modern Tirhath in Bihar). The Rashtrakutas sponsored 

the engravings of many Hindu rock-cut temples on the Buddhist model like the Dashavatara Shrine at Ellora, the 

Jogeshwari near Bombay and the one at Elephanta Island. (Some scholars ascribe the last name to their Kalachuri 

feudatories). Arab traveller Suleiman who visited India in 851 A.D, tells us that the Rashtrakuta Empire was the 

largest in India and he ranks it with the then greatest Empires of the world viz., the Eastern Roman, the Arab and 

the Chinese Empires.  

 

Chalukyas of Kalyana (973-1189 A.D.) 
 The Chalukyas of Kalyana, who claim to be the scions of the Badami Chalukyas, over-threw the Rashtrakutas in 
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973, and Taila II the first ruler of this dynasty, who later defeated Uttama and Rajaraja I, the Chola rulers and even 

killed Paramara Munja of Dhara. His son Satyashraya (997-1008) patronised the great Kannada poet Ranna. 

Someshwara I (1043- 1068), Satyashrya‘s grandnephew, succeeded in resisting the efforts of the Cholas to subdue 

them and made Kalyana his new capital (modern Basava Kalyana in Bidar district). Someshwara I killed the 

Chola king Rajadhiraja, at Kuppam in 1054 A.D. His son Vikramaditya VI (1076-1127) who issued more than 1000 

inscriptions is the king who started the Vikrama Saka Samvatsara on his coronation; celebrated in history as the 

patron of the great jurist Vijhnaneshwara, who wrote Mithakshara, a standard work on Hindu law. The emperor 

has been immortalised by poet Bilhana who choose his patron as the hero for his Sanskrit work, viz., 

‗Vikramankadeva Charitam‘. His son Someshwara III (1127-39) was a great scholar. He has compiled 

Manasollasa, a Sanskrit encyclopedia and Vikramankabhyudayam, a poem to which his father is the hero. 

Manasollasa, a great work of multi-dimensions, which depicts the cultural conditions in South India, has sections 

on administration, medicine, architecture, painting, jewellery, cookery, dance, music, and sports etc., It has 100 

sections discussing various aspects of human activity. 

 The Kalachuris, who were the feudatories of the Chalukyas, overthrew the Chalukyas and captured Kalyana in 

1162. Bijjala, the first emperor of the dynasty, was the grandson of Vikramaditya VI, through his mother‘s side. He 
had Basaveshwara, the celebrated Veerashaiva religious leader, a rebel against Vedic tradition.  

 The Chalukyas were great builders, and their beautiful temples are renowned for fine and intricate engravings. 

Their temples are found in many places. They were great patrons of Scholars and Sanskrit writers like Vadiraja, 

and Kannada poets like Ranna, Durgasimha and Nayasena lived in their times.  

 The Veerashaiva movement saw the advent of Vachana literature in Kannada, initiated by Jedara Dasimayya and 

Kembhavi Bhoganna. It grew during the Kalachuri Interregnum when more than 770 Sharanas including Basava, 

Allama, Siddarama, Channabasava, Akkamahadevi and others lived. Veerashaivism preached equality of men, 

tried to emancipate women, and stressed the importance of the bread-labour concept by calling it ‗Kayaka‘, for 
worshipping God. 

Hoysalas of Dwarasamudra (1052-1342 A.D.) 
 The Hoysalas continued the great tradition of their art-loving overlords, viz., the Kalyana Chalukyas. The finest 

temples built by them are seen at Belur, Halebidu, and Somanathapura. The first great ruler of the dynasty, 

Vishnuvardhana freed Gangavadi from the Cholas (who had held it since 1004), in 1114 A.D. and in 

commemoration of his victory, built the celebrated Keertinarayana temple at Talakad, and the Vijayanarayana 

(Chennakeshava) Temple at Belur. Ramanujacharya, who stayed at Saligrama, Tonnur, and Melkote in Karnataka 

for a long, visited his kingdom. Vishnuvardhana patronised the saint and is believed to have been earlier 
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influenced by Srivaishnava Chola officers in Gangavadi. His commander Ketamalla built the famous 

Hoysaleshwara (Vishnuvardhana) temple at Halebidu. The Agraharas in Karnataka that was numerous by then 

and had created such a healthy intellectual atmosphere that Ramanuja, the great preacher of Srivaishnavism from 

Tamilnadu could get a hearing to his teachings from the intellectuals in Karnataka.  

 When the Pandyas in Tamilnadu attacked the Cholas, Ballala II took this opportunity in driving the Pandyas back 

and thus assumed the title ―Establisher of the Chola Kingdom‖. Later, in the days of his son Narasimha II (1220-

35), Hoysalas even secured a foothold in Tamilnadu and Kuppam near Srirangam became a second capital of the 

Hoysalas. Consequently, the empire was divided among his two sons and the collateral branch continued for over 

six decades. Ballala III (1291-1343), the last great Hoysala, had to struggle hard to hold his own against the 

invasions of the Delhi Sultans. He died while fighting against the Sultan of Madhurai. Late, it was his 

commanders Harihara and Bukka, who founded the Vijayanagara Kingdom, which later grew to be an Empire. 

Hoysala age saw great Kannada poets like Rudrabhatta, Janna, Kereya Padmarasa, Harihara and Raghavanka. 

Hoysala temples at Belur, Halebidu, Talakad, Amritapura, Melkote, etc., are wonderful works of art. The 

representative carving of land measuring rods used during this period is found on the temples at places like 

Amritapura, Mugur, and Bhairapura. 

 

Vijayanagara Empire (1336-1646 A.D.) 
 Harihara (1336-56) of the Sangama dynasty (1336-1485) founded the kingdom in about 1336 and secured control 

over northern parts of Karnataka and Andhra from coast to coast His brother Bukka (1356-77) succeeded in 

destroying the Madhurai Sultanate: He even sent an embassy to China. It is this prince who commissioned the 

compilation of the monumental commentary on the Vedas, viz., Vedarthaprakasha by engaging several thinkers. 

The work was completed in the days of his son Harihara II (1377-1404). Harihara II extended his domination in 

Konkan, beyond Goa up to Chaul. In the East, he conquered Pangal to the north of the Krishna. Efforts made by 

Firuzshah Bahmani to conquer this fort were foiled by Devaraya II (1424-49), the greatest of the Sangamas, who 

defeated the Bahamanis when he was the crown prince, and this resulted in the shifting of the Bahamani capital to 

the North i.e., Bidar in c. 1426. He defeated the Gajapatis of Orissa twice and foiled the efforts of the Bahamanis to 

wrest Mudgal. He highly patronized the Veerashaivas. The Hazara Rama Temple at Hampi is his creation. Abdul 

Razak, the Persian traveller who visited his court, says of the capital, ―nothing in the world could equal it.‖ The 
weak and vicious kings who followed Devaraya II in the Sangama dynasty would have caused the 

dismemberment of the empire, had not Saluva Narasimha, an able commander assumed power (1485). It paved 

way for the rule of the Saluva dynasty (1485-1505) for a short while later, there was a second usurpation, under 

the leadership of Tuluva Vira Narasimha. 

 The Tuluva Krishnadevaraya (1509-1529) a great warrior, scholar, and administrator of the Tuluva dynasty (1509-

1570), succeeded him. He secured Raichur doab, in 1512, and later marched victoriously into the capitals of his 

enemies like Bidar (1512) Vijayapura (1523) and in the East, Cuttack (1518), the capital of the Gajapatis. Being a 

great devotee of Tirumalai Venkatesha, he visited Tirupati frequently (seven times) and made lavish grants to 

Lord Venkatesha. As a token, the bronze statues of Raya and his two queens are seen even today at Tirumalai. 

One more example of this type is also available at Kanchipuram. ―A great ruler and a man of great justice‖ (in the 
words of Portuguese visitor Paes) Krishnadevaraya was a man of letters and a great patron of scholars. He 

himself wrote a Telugu work Amuktamalyada. He had eight great poets, called ashtadiggqjas in his court, and 

among them was Allasani Peddana. Raya built the Krishnaswamy Temple in the capital. It was during his time 

that the Portuguese conquered Goa from Vijayapura rulers in 1510. They had a flourishing trade with 

Vijayanagara, to whom they supplied Arab horses on priority. 

 During the rule of Sadashiva Raya (1543-70), the four Shahi Sultans attacked the Empire, and after killing Aravidu 

Ramaraya (1542-65), the Vijayanagar minister and Krishnadevaraya‘s son-in-law, at Rakkasa Tangadi (Rakkasagi-

Tangadagi) in 1565, destroyed the capital city Vijayanagara. Later, his brothers Thirumalaraya and 

Venkatapatiraya shifted the capital first to Penugonda, and later Chandragiri and Vellore became the subsequent 

capitals of late Vijayanagara rulers. The Tuluva dynasty was overthrown by the Aravidu dynasty (1570-1646).  

 Vijayanagara rulers built built fine temples of all denominations (Shaiva, Vaishnava, Srivaishnava, Jaina etc.,) but 

also renovated many temples destroyed prior to their rule. All existing temples were enlarged by adding huge 

prakaras (enclosures) and tall impressive entrance towers called rayagopuras found not only at Hampi but also at 

Srishailam, Kalahasti, Tirupathi, Srirangam, Chidambaram, Kanchi etc., in Andhra and Tamilnadu. In addition, 
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they also provided the existing temples with vast and impressive Kalyana Mantapas and Sabha Mantapas, which 

were open pillared pavilions. Each mandapa had scores of tall monolithic pillars, which were solid pieces of art. 

These public works provided jobs to thousands. Their temples seen at places like Hampi, Haravu, Belluru, 

Kikkeri, Ambaligere, Holalkere, Shringeri, Kurugodu, Bagali, Khandya, Kalasa etc. in Karnataka are noteworthy. 

Besides, they have also built innumerable temples in the neighbouring states of Tamilnadu and Andhrapradesh. 

Sanskrit, Kannada, Tamil, and Telugu literature flourished during this time. The Veerashaiva religion saw a 

renaissance. Karnataka Music came to blossom through the works of Vidyaranya, Kallinatha, Ramanamatya, 

Purandaradasa and Kanakadasa. Purandaradasa did a lot to popularise it by framing primary compositions to 

teach this music and saint Tyagaraja has rightly called him ―the father of Karnataka Music‖. Foreign merchants 
and travellers like Nicolo Conti (1420), Abdul Razak (1443), Barbosa (1500-11), Paes (1520), Nuniz (1535), and 

Caesar Fredrick (1567), who visited the Empire, give a vivid account on the flourishing condition that prevailed in 

the empire in general and the capital city Vijayanagara, in particular. 

 

Bahamani Kingdom (1347-1520 A.D.) 
 Founded by Alla-Uddin Hasan at Kalaburagi in 1347, the Bahmani Kingdom clashed with Vijayanagara all 

through its history. Muhammed Bahaman Shah built the famous Jamia Maszid at Kalaburagi fort in 1367. It is a 

huge monument of enduring beauty. They introduced domes, vaultings, and arches made of mortar in building 

the monuments in Karnataka. Firuz Shah (1397-1422), was a great Sultan in the line. He extended the kingdom in 

the east by capturing Rajamahendri from the Reddis. He took pleasure in the society of learned men and 

patronized Surhindi, a scholar, and Hassan Gilani, an astronomer. He erected the observatory at Daulatabad. 

Ahmed Bahaman Shah (1422- 36), the successor of Firuz shifted his capital to Bidar, where fine palaces were built 

in course of time. The Solha Kamb Mosque is a fine creation of his time. He was highly devoted to Sufi Saint 

Bande Nawaz. The prince himself was called ‗Vali‘ (saint) and his tomb at Ashtur near Bidar is highly venerated. 
Another great personality in Bahmani history is Mahamud Gawan, a clever and efficient minister who was born 

in Persia (1411). On his visit to Bidar (1445), he was given an important position in the Bahamani court. Later, he 

became the chief administrator of the kingdom from 1461 until his death in 1481. He administered the territory 

during the minority of two Sultans, and extended it in the South up to Hubballi, in the West up to Goa and the 

Konkan Coast, and in the East up to Kondavidu and Rajamahendri. A scholar and writer himself, he founded a 

college at Bidar and provided it with a library from his own personal income. 

 The forts built at Kalaburagi and Bidar of the period need special mention. The college building (Madrasa) now in 

ruins was once a fine structure. Gawan fell a victim to court intrigues. He was killed on the orders of Sultan 

Muhammad, whom Gawan had educated and brought up. With him vanished the glory of the Kingdom, and 

soon it broke up into five Shahi Kingdoms of the Deccan. The fine Indo-Saracenic buildings like the Bande Nawaz 

Dargah, Jamia Masjid, Sath Gumbaz, etc., at Kalaburagi, Gawan‘s Madarasa at Bidar, and his dome at Ashtur etc., 

are the important contributions of this Sultanate. 

 

Adilshahis of Vijayapura (1489-1686 A.D.) 
 The Adilshahis of Vijayapura, one of the five Shahi Kingdoms that rose on the ruins of the Bahamani Kingdom, 

ruled over the greater part of Karnataka. Yusuf Adil Khan, a commander and governor under the Bahamanis, 

founded it in 1489. The Adilshahis were great patrons of art and men of letters. Varthema, the Italian Visitor, has 

called Yusuf ―a powerful and prosperous king‖. Ibrahim II (1580-1626), Ali‘s nephew is another greatest king of 
the Adilshahi dynasty. He captured and merged the Baridshahi Kingdom of Bidar in 1619. He was a tolerant ruler 

and was nicknamed ‗Jagadguru‘. He built the temple of Narasimha Saraswati (Dattatreya) within the citadel of his 

fort. It is Muhammad Adil Shan, (1626-56) who extended the kingdom in the south up to Bengaluru and in the 

Southeast up to Vellore. As a result, Bengaluru and the surrounding regions were granted as jaghir to Shahji 

Bhosle, Shivaji‘s father. The Marathas retained Bengaluru until 1686. Muhammad Adil Shan has built the 
magnificent Gol Gumbaz at Vijayapura. He was succeeded by Ali II (1656- 72) and during Sikandar Adil Shah 

(1672-86), the last Adil Shahi ruler; Aurangzeb annexed the Adhilshahi Kingdom in 1686.  

 A form of Urdu called Deccani Hindi also developed in their court. In the meantime, the Mughals extended their 

territory to the South. They conquered Bengaluru in 1686. Chikkadevaraya of Mysuru obtained it by paying a 

huge amount to the Mughals. They made Sira in Karnataka and Arcot in Tamilnadu as their important 

administrative centres. Sira has some fine Mughul buildings.  
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Keladi Kingdom 
 The Keladi Nayakas, who were the feudatories of Vijayanagara, became practically free in the days of Venkatappa 

Nayaka I (1586-1629), who merged the coastal territories like Gersoppa into his kingdom. Shivappa Nayaka (1645-

60), a great soldier and diplomat ousted the Portuguese, of their possessions on the West Coast, namely 

Mangaluru, Honnavar andBasrur. He reformed the land revenue system, and it is renowned as ‗Sisthu‘. He 
helped reclamation of land on a large scale. Keladi enjoyed a rich overseas trade, especially in spices, textiles, and 

rice. Their capitals viz., Keladi, Ikkeri, and Nagara are in Shivamogga district. His daughter-in-law, Chennamma 

(1571- 97) is renowned for her valour, as she gave shelter to Maratha prince Chatrapati Rajaram (son of Shivaji) 

and braved Aurangzeb‘s army. Keladwas captured by Haidar Ali in 1763, and the kingdom merged with Mysuru. 

Of the other feudatories of Vijayanagara, Kempegowda I of Magadi Kingdom, also called Yalahanka 

Nadaprabhus, raised the fort and new city of Bengaluru in 1537. Later they were forced to shift their capital to 

Magadi, where they ruled up to 1728. The Magadi fort is one of their creations. The Chitradurga Nayakas raised 

the magnificenthill fort at Chitradurga and continued to rule until their extinction by Hyder Ali in 1779. 

 

Mysuru Rulers 
 The Mysuru royal family, which was also a feudatory house under Vijayanagara, took advantage of the 

weakening of the Empire and became free. Raja Wadiyar (1578-1617), secured Srirangapattana in 1610, the seat of 

the Vijayanagara Viceroy. Kantirava Narasaraja (1638-59), the first sovereign ruler, successfully resisted the efforts 

of Vijayapura to subdue him and extended his territory. He built the Narasimha temple at Srirangapatna. He 

issued his own Coins called ‗Kanthirayi Panams‘. Chikkadevaraya (1673-1704) not only resisted the Marathas at 

Bengaluru and Jinji successfully but also extended his dominions in Tamilnadu. He secured Bengaluru and its 

surroundings from the Mughals on lease and accepted Mughal suzerainty. He made Mysuru a rich principality 

with his able revenue policies. Himself a great scholar and writer, and he patronized many Kannada writers like 

Tirumalarya, Chikkupadhyaya, and SanchiHonnamma.  

 

Hydar Ali 
 The defeat of the Marathas at Panipat in 1761 helped Hydar to follow an aggressive policy. He merged the Keladi 

Kingdom with Mysuru and extended Mysuru in all directions. He successfully used cavalry on a large scale. 

Mysuru came to have 80,000 square miles of territory under him. Hydar built the palace at Bengaluru, 

strengthened its fort, and began the Lalbagh Garden. He built the Dariya Daulat palace at Srirangapattana and 

laid a fine park all around it. He challenged the British in Tamilnadu and defeated them. However, Maratha 

Peshwa Madhavarao humiliated him more than once. Meanwhile, Hydar allied himself with the French against 

the British and successfully opposed them in the first Anglo-Mysuru war. In the meantime, Hydar Ali captured 

and annexed the Chitradurga Principality from the Madakari family of Chitradurga in 1779. But he died at 

Narasingarayapet,near Arcot, while fighting against the British in 1782 amidst the second Anglo-Mysuru war. He 

had a strong naval force stationed at Sultan Bateri near Mangaluru. 

 

Tipu Sultan 
 Tipu Sultan (1782-99) who continued his father‘s anti-British policy by fighting the third and fourth Anglo-

Mysuru wars dreamt of driving the British out of India. He sought the assistance of Napoleon, the French ruler 

and the rulers of Turkey and Afghanistan. Tipu was a scholar and a bold general. He introduced sericulture in 

Mysuru Kingdom; and took firm steps to establish industrial centres producing quality paper; steel wires for 

musical instruments, sugar, and sugar candy. He was very keen on promoting overseas trade and initiated State 

trading and founded stores not only in different centres of his kingdom but also at Kutch, Karachi, and Basrah in 

the Middle East. He had a curious mind and was keen on introducing novel things in every walk of life. He was a 

pioneer in introducing Rocket technology during his struggle against the British. However, his ambition of 

driving the British failed and he died in 1799, fighting against the British during the fourth Anglo-Mysuru war at 

Srirangapatna. Mysuru fell into the hands of the British who handed over parts of it to the Marathas and the 

Nizams, their allies in this venture and crowned the Hindu prince, Krishnaraja Wadiyar III, as the ruler over the 

Mysuru Kingdom, whose territories were considerably reduced.  
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British Rule 
 The advent of British rule brought about many changes in Karnataka, as elsewhere in India. The districts of 

Dharwad, Gadag, Haveri, Vijayapura, Bagalkot and Belagavi taken from the Peshwa, were merged into the 

Bombay Presidency in 1818. The Kanara District, now the districts of Uttara Kannada, Dakshina Kannada, and 

Udupi; and Ballari was taken from Tipu, was added to the Madras Presidency. In 1862, the Kanara District was 

divided into two, while North Kanara (Uttara Kannada} was tagged ontothe Bombay Presidency. South Kanara 

remained in Madras Presidency. Mysuru was retained as a separate principality; the prince of the Wadiyar 

dynasty, Krishnaraja III, was yet a boy when he became the ruler in 1799. The areas in the modern districts of 

Kalaburagi, Raichur, Koppal and Bidar were handed over to the Nizam of Hyderabad.  

 Mysuru, as the nucleus of Karnataka, grew to be a progressive State.It nurtured Kannada culture and encouraged 

Kannada literature and, scholarship. But for Mysuru State, Karnataka would have lost its identity.Purnayya was 

made the Chief Administrator (Diwan) during the minority of Krishnaraja III, and later in 1810, Krishnaraja 

himself assumed administration. But the Nagar Uprising of 1831, resulted in the East India Company assuming 

the Mysuru administration in 1831, and Mysuru came to be ruled by the British Commissioners for 50 years. The 

prince, who was a great scholar and lover of literature, spent the rest of his life in literary and artistic pursuits. The 

Mysuru court became a major centre of Rennaisance in Karnataka. He founded the Raja School for teaching 

English in 1833, which became the nucleus of Maharaja‘s high school and was later upgraded to Maharaja‘s 
College (1879). He also started a lithographic press called Ambavilasa (1841) and started printing books in 

Kannada. 

Commissioners’ Regime 
 Among the Commissioners, who ruled Mysuru between 1831 and 1881, two are the most notable viz., Mark 

Cubbon (1834-61) and Lewin Bowring (1862-70). To these two goes the credit for making Mysuru a Modern State 

by organizing the administration on European lines and bringing it on par with other districts of the British 

Presidencies. They also encouraged education by increasing the number of schools. By building roads and 

railways, and by introducing the telegraph, an infrastructure was planned for industrial progress, to meet their 

colonial requirements. 

 

Economic Changes 
 Diwan Purnayya earlier had raised a dam across the river Cauvery at Sagarakatte to improve irrigation. The 

laying of the first railway line (Broadgauge) between Bengaluru and Jolarpet initiated during the Cubbon‘s 
regime, started functioning in 1864, when Bowring was the Commissioner. Cubbon was also responsible for the 
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construction of new roads, with 300 bridges. He initiated the Coffee plantation. He also founded the Public Works 

and Forest Departments. District Savings Banks were started in Princely Mysuru in 1870. Sheshadri Iyer who 

initiated gold mining in the Kolar region (K.G.F.) in 1886, created the Departments of Geology (1894), and 

Agriculture (1898), and launched the Vanivilasa Sagara Irrigation Scheme in Chitradurga district. The 

Shivanasamudra Hydro-Electric Project, which supplied power to Kolar Gold Fields in 1902, later, also provided 

electricity to Bengaluru city in 1905 (the first city to obtain electrical facilities in the whole country) and for 

Mysuru in 1907, was the first major project of its kind in India.  

 The Harihar-Pune railway line was completed in 1888. Mangaluru was connected by rail with Madras in 1907. 

The Gokak Spinning Mill had been founded by securing power from the Gokak Falls (1887) and Mangaluru had 

some tile factories, first initiated by the Basel Mission (1865). A Spinning and Weaving Mill was also started at 

Kalaburagi in 1888. Gold mining had started in the Hatti region of Raichur District after preliminary 

investigations in 1886. Hubballi and Gadag had many ginning mills by then. Thus, Industrialization gave impetus 

to urbanisation and modernisation. Agriculture was also receiving great fillip because of better irrigation and 

demand for raw materials. The ‗Cotton Boom‘ of the 1860s of the American Civil War days gave impetus to 

raising a cotton crop, and though demands from Manchester fell after the 1860s, new factories founded at Bombay 

and Sholapur (Solapur) did purchase cotton from the North Karnataka area. But spinning, a domestic industry 

which provided hither-too jobs to lakhs of women by assuring a wage equal to a farm worker, was destroyed after 

the Industrial Revolution, and so was weaving. Thus, pressure on land increased. 

 

Anti-British Uprisings 
 Karnataka did not tamely submit to the foreign rule of the British. There were anti-British violent uprisings 

between 1800 and 1858. The earliest of these was of Dhondia Wagh, who after the fall of Tipu, unfurled the flag of 

revolt against the British in 1800 from the Bidanur-Shikaripur region; many former princes joined him. His revolt 

spread from Jamalabad to Sodhe in Coastal Districts and above the Ghats up to Belagavi and Raichur Districts. He 

was killed at Konagal in September 1800, and his colleague Krishnappa Nayak of Belur was killed in February 

1802. The Vellore (Tamilnadu) uprising of 1806 is to be recorded in the annals of Karnataka, because, the rebels 

invited Fathe Hyder, the son of the deceased Tipu sultan to assume the leadership which he refused. Eventually, 

the British quelled it within no time. The Koppal Rebellion led by one Virappa was also suppressed in 1819. The 

year 1820 saw the Deshmukh rebellion near Bidar. A strong revolt happened at Sindhagi in Vijayapura District in 

1824. The revolt of Kittur Rani Channamma in 1824 and of Sangolli Rayanna of the same kingdom in 1829 is also 

famous.  

 The Nagar Uprising of 1830-31 accompanied by similar agrarian revolts in the Kanara District in 1831 followed 

this. Sarja Hanumappa Nayak of Tarikere chieftains also joined the insurgents. Though this revolt failed, it cost 

Krishnaraja III, his throne. There was an uprising in Kodagu during 1835- 37, popularly known as ‗Kalyanappana 
katakayi‘ so named because its leader was Kalyana Swamy. One former official of the Peshwa called Narasappa 
Petkar organized a revolt against the British in 1840-41 popularly known as the Badami revolt, Karnataka 

responded to the 1857-58 uprisings positively. The Chandakavate Deshmukhs joined hands with the 

Venkatappanayaka of Surapur and revolted against the British. In November 1857, the Halagali Bedas revolted 

against the Arms Act, the British army ruthlessly suppressed them on 29th November at midnight and several 

people died. There was a long revolt in Supa, jointly led by men from Goa and Uttara Kannada, who included 

some Siddis also in 1858-59. Though the uprisings were suppressed, their lessons were not totally forgotten. The 

Nagar Uprising (1830) ultimately resulted in the founding of the Mysuru Representative Assembly in 1881. The 

British learnt to respond to the grievances of the people quickly. Local self-governing bodies were founded in 

towns during the 1850s and 1860s. People also learnt that without proper organisation, it is not possible to free the 

country from the British. The British also felt the need to improve the means of transport and communication to 

enable them to meet situations of breach of peace. The communication facilities initiated by them mainly served 

their colonial economic purposes. 

 

Beginning of Renaissance 
 This new administration helped the spread of modern education everywhere. Christian Missionaries also started 

education on Western lines. There were over 2000 primary schools in Mysuru State by 1881. A Government 

college was founded in Bengaluru in 1870 (named Central College in 1875) and later Bengaluru saw a second 
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institution, St.Joseph‘s College, in 1882. The Maharaja‘s College of Mysuru was started in 1879. The Government 
College of Mangaluru was founded in 1869, followed by St.Aloysius College in 1879. Christian Missionaries 

started printing in Kannada as early as 1817 (first from Serampore near Calcutta) and the Basel Mission started the 

first newspaper, named ‗Mangaluru Samachara‘ in 1843.  
 Mysuru royal court also encouraged many writers. Mudramanjusha (1823) by Kempunarayana was the first 

important prose work. Many English and Sanskrit plays were translated. The first original Kannada social play 

was Iggappa Heggadeya Prahasana (1887) by Venkatarama Shastry. The first original Kannada social novel was 

Suryakanta (1892) by Gadagkar, though social novels had been translated from English, Marathi, and Bengali too 

by then. 

 A distinct Mysuru school of Karnatak music evolved during this period. In architecture, the Western impact was 

seen. The Central College building in Gothic style, the Athara Kachery with ionic pillars and the Bengaluru 

Museum Building in Corinthian style were built during this period. The Basel Missionary, introducing light tiles 

from Mangaluru revolutionized architectural patterns. Churches too introduced the Western style. Our Lady of 

Sorrow Church (Mangaluru), St.Mary‘s Church (Shivaji Nagar, Bengaluru), St. Joseph‘s Seminary Church 
(Mangaluru) and St.Mary‘s Church (Belagavi) are some such early examples. Many social movements stirred 
Hindu society and social changes received an impetus. The propaganda of the Christian missions was also 

responsible for this, especially of the newly founded Protestant missions, though in a negative way. The 

Theosophical Society started its work in Mysuru State in 1886; Brahma Samaj started its activities at Bengaluru in 

1866 and at Mangaluru in 1870. This was followed by the Depressed Classes Mission, founded by Kudmul Ranga 

Rao at Mangaluru in 1897, which started many schools for the depressed classes. Bengaluru had the Indian 

Progressive Union in 1894. Mysuru State banned the marriage of girls below eight. Sheshadri Iyer started separate 

schools for the untouchables as they were hesitating to attend other regular schools. The Maharani‘s school for 
girls, founded in 1881 at Mysuru Palace by Bakshi Ambale Narasimha Iyengar became a high school in 1891 and 

later into college in 1901. 

 The Ramakrishna Mission was founded in Bengaluru in 1904. These developments mainly helped the 

emancipation of women and attempted eradication of untouchability. It was in this atmosphere that the history of 

the State also came to be written.  

 

Modernisation 
 The Princes of Mysuru were enlightened administrators and their genuine interest in the progress of the State 

won them the affection and respect of the people. All of them were patrons of learning, literature, music, and 

other fine arts. Krishnaraja Wadeyar IV, who ruled from 1902 to 1940, led an unostentatious life and combined 

piety with a modern outlook. During his reign, the State made rapid progress in all directions. His younger 

brother Kanthirava Narasimharaja Wadiyar, the Yuvaraja of Mysuru, was also a generous patron of fine arts; for 

many years, he was the Honorary President of the Kannada Sahitya Parishat. His son, Jayachamaraja Wadiyar, 

who came to the throne in 1940, proved as enlightened as his uncle. When the country won independence, 

Mysuru acceded to the Indian Union. Jayachamaraja Wadiyar served as Governor and won an enduring place in 

the heart of the people. The Diwans in charge of the administration in Mysuru made the Principality not only a 

modern state but also a model state. 

 

Contribution of M. Visvesvaraya 
 An Engineer with alarming vision, the great economist and administrator of foresightedness, Sir. M. Visvesvaraya 

became the Diwan in 1912. He was a man of vision and a dynamic administrator and during his brief period of 

administration that the Kannambadi Reservoir Project initiated earlier started and top priority was given to its 

construction. He founded many industries and undertook such progressive and far-reaching administrative 

measures that he came to be known as ―the Maker of Modern Mysuru‖. The Sandalwood Oil Factory of Mysuru 
(1916); Mysuru Chrome and Tanning Factory (1918), and Government Soap Factory in Bengaluru; and the Wood 

Distillation Factory at Bhadravati was founded by Sir.M. Visvesvaraya. The iron unit at Bhadravati was also his 

brainchild. He founded the Engineering College at Bengaluru (1917), the Medical School at Bengaluru (1917), the 

Agricultural School (1913), and the Mysuru University (1916) were also his creations. The Mysuru Bank was also 

started in his time (1913) and so was the Mysuru Chamber of Commerce (1916). During this period, a non-

Brahmin party viz. Praja Mitra Mandali was founded in 1917 based on the demand for social equality in public 
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service for non-Brahmins. The government appointed the Miller Committee to enquire about the grievances. 

Subsequently, Visvesvaraya resigned in 1918. Later in 1919, the Miller Committee submitted its report 

recommending for proper representation of backwards-class people in public employment.  

 Another important Diwan was Sir Mirza M. Ismail (1926-41) who was responsible for making Mysuru one of the 

best-known Princely States in India by expanding its industries, founding new ones, and undertaking major 

irrigation projects. Mysuru State served as a strong nucleus of Karnataka through its economic progress and 

cultural achievements. Plantation-based industries were expanded both in Mysuru and Kodagu regions. The 

Kannambadi project commissioned during the early Diwan regime was completed when Sir Mirza was the 

Diwan. It gave impetus to Sugarcane growth and helped the founding of Sugar-Factories later. The Swadeshi 

Movement gave a fillip to industrial activity in the British districts of Karnataka.  

 

Flag Satyagraha 
 Although there were no agitations in Princely State till 1937, the people of Mysuru State founded Mysuru 

Congress in that year and launched the Flag Satyagraha in April 1938 by organising the first session of the 

Mysuru Congress at Shivpura. This was followed by the forest satyagraha movement, which also insistedon 

responsible government in the Princely State (1939). More than 1200 persons were imprisoned during the 

movement. T. Siddalingaiah, H.C. Dasappa, S. Siddayya, K.C. Reddy, H.K.Veeranna Gowda, K.T. Bhashyam, 

were some of the important leaders of the Mysuru Congress. Similarly, the Hyderabad Congress was launched in 

1938, and it made a strong demand for responsible government. 

 

Mysuru Chalo Movement (1947) 
 Even after India became free in 1947, Hyderabad Karnatak region could be liberated only after the Police Action 

in 1948. Among the men who organised Congress, Ramananda Teertha, Janardanrao Desai, G. Ramachar, 

Krishnacharya Joshi, A. Shivamurthy Swamy, and Sharan gouda Inamdar were the noted leaders from 

Hyderabad Karnataka area. In Mysuru State an agitation called ―Mysuru Chalo‖ was launched for the 
establishment of a responsible government. The agitation succeeded, and a team of ministers headed by 

K.Chengalaraya Reddy as the Chief Minister took charge of the administration in October 1947. Later K. 

Hanumanthaiah (1952) and Kadidal Manjappa (1956) succeeded him as Chief Ministers in the erstwhile Mysuru 

State. To Hanumanthaiah goes the credit for raising Vidhana Soudha, the biggest building in the granite of 

modern times. Daily newspapers like the ‗Samyuktha Karnataka‘, the ‗Janavani‘, ‗Navajeevana‘, ‗Veerakesari and 
Vishwa Karnataka‘ (all from Bengaluru) and ‗Kodagu‘ (Weekly) from Madikeri rendered yeoman service to the 

movement. Women also came to the fore and participated in processions, mention may be made of Kamaladevi 

Chattopadhyaya, Umabai Kundapur, Krishnabai Panjekar, Yashodhara Dasappa, Siddamma Ballari and 

Gauramma Venkataramaiah, who were in the forefront of the movement. 

 

Unification of Karnataka 
 Before independence, Karnataka had been distributed among as many as 20 different administrations like Mysuru 

State, Madras Presidency, Bombay Presidency, Nizam State, Kodagu, Kolhapur, Sangli, Meeraj, Chikkameeraj, 

Kurundawada, Chik Kurundawad, Jamkhandi, Mudhol, Jath, Akkalakot, Aundh, Ramdurg, Sondur and Savanur 

principalities; Bengaluru, Belagavi, and Ballari Cantonments; and the handicaps and sufferings of the people of 

Karnataka in those days were severe. In a Kannada area like Mudhol, ruled by a Maratha Prince, there were no 

Kannada Schools and the administration was conducted in Marathi. This was the case with many Maratha States. 

In Hyderabad State, Urdu dominated. In big British Presidencies like Bombay or Madras, where Kannada districts 

were few and the Kannadigas were in a minority, their sufferings were many. They had no just share in the 

development activities. They could not secure minimum facilities like roads or bridges. 

 Everywhere the voice of the Kannadiga was a voice in the wilderness. The Nagpur Congress agreed to establish 

the K.P.C.C. in 1924. Thus Unification, initially an idea of the Kannada writers and journalists, secured the 

support of the politicians. The first Unification Conference was held at Belagavi in 1924 during the Belagavi 

Congress, with Siddappa Kambli as its president. Nine such conferences were held between 1926 and 1947 at 

Ballari (1926) and 1936) Dharwar (1928, 1933, 1944), Belagavi (1929), Hukkeri (1931), Solapur (1940), Mumbai 

(1946) and Kasargod (1947) respectively. In the meantime, Hindustani Sevadal was founded (1923) by Dr 

N.S.Hardikar started the signature campaign for unification in 1926. In 1928, the Jawaharlal Nehru Committee 
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strongly recommended the formation of a separate Karnataka Province.  

 From 1947, Unification was a demand that had to be urged upon the Government of India. At the same time, the 

legislatures of Mumbai and Madras States accepted the resolution for the creation of linguistic provinces in 1947. 

The ‗Karnataka Ekikarana Maha Samiti‘ formed in 1947 had S.Nijalingappa as the president. Later, its name was 
changed in 1952 to ‗Karnataka Ekikarana Sangha‘. However, the Dhar Committee appointed by the Central 
Government to investigate this issue gave an adverse report. This report was strongly opposed at the Jayapur 

Congress Session in 1948. To find a solution, a new committee (JVP) under Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabh Bhai Patel 

and Pattabhi Seetharamaiah was constituted in 1948 and in 1949, it recommended the creation of Andhra Pradesh 

only. The Kannadigas continued the agitation further, and when in 1953 Andhra Pradesh was formed, the Ballari 

district was handed over to Mysuru State.  

 In 1953, the Akhanda Karnataka Rajya Nirmana Parishat, a newly founded party with K.R. Karanth as the 

President, had to launch a major Sathyagraha and more than 5,000 people courted arrest. Finally, the Fazl Ali 

Commission was appointed, in December 1953 and according to its recommendations, linguistically united 

Mysuru State (later to be named Karnataka in 1973) came into existence on 1st November 1956 and S.Nijalingappa 

became its Chief Minister. Later, during D. Devaraj Urs‘s regime, the State‘s name was changed to ‗Karnataka‘, a 
long-cherished aspiration of the Kannadigas on Nov. 1st. 1973. 

ART AND CULTURE 
 

Fairs and Festivals 
1. Gombe Habba: Gombe Habba or the festival of dolls is celebrated by enthusiastic individuals 

during Dasara/Navaratri each year. God and Goddess pairs such as Sri Krishna and Radha, Shiva-Parvati, Rama-

Sita are commonly presented as lead pairs.  Dolls are set up in multiple levels, usually around 9, representing 9 

days of Navratri. 

 

2. Bengaluru Karaga: The 9-day Karaga, a tradition started and sustained by a Tamil-speaking community of 

gardeners called Thigalars. The Karaga festival is held at the Dharmaraya Swamy Temple in Bangalore. Just after 

dusk on the Karaga day between March and April, a priest dressed in female attire leads a spectacular procession, 

to the accompaniment of dazzling swordplay by a few dhoti-clad, bare-chested Thigalars. On his head, he carries 

a flower-bedecked pyramid. A unique feature of the Karaga is the unbroken tradition of visiting the tomb of an 

18th-century Muslim saintevery year – this custom has become a symbol of Hindu-Muslim unity. 

 

3. Mysuru Dasara: Mysuru lives up to its title as the cultural capital of Karnataka with its grand Dasara festival. 

https://www.karnatakatourism.org/destinations/dasara/
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Mysuru Dasara is the state festival of Karnataka, commonly called ‗Nadahabba‘. The event lasts for 10 days and is 
celebrated with royal elephant processions, cultural events, fairs and other pompous celebrations. During Jambu 

Savari or the Elephant Procession, 12 elephants who are specially trained for the occasion, carry the idol of the 

Goddess Chamundeshwari from the Mysore Palace to Bannimantap. The procession is worth it as it includes 

other performances like dances, musicals, torchlight parades and footsoldiers accompanying the procession. 

During Dasara, the Mysuru Palace and other importantbuildings get renovated and illuminated with thousands 

of bulbs. 

 

4. ShravanaBelagola MahaMastakabhisheka: Maha Mastakabhisheka at Shravanabelagola is a once-in-12-year 

celebration involving worshipping Gomateshwara (Bahubali) statue. The last Mahamasthakabhisheka was held in 

2018 and the next one will be held in 2030. Maha Mastakabhisheka celebrations last about 9 days. During Maha 

Mastakabhisheka, Shravanabelagola town sees an influx of over a million devotees. 

 

5. Bhootha Aradhane: Bhootaradhana or Deity worship is very popular in Tulunadu. A ritual called nema or kola is 

performed for ghosts/gods. Conducting kola/nema has its own race and rules. The face is painted, wrapped in a 

Siri made of coconut feathers, and danced invoking the deity. The Divine Dancer gives justice to human beings 

and resolves disputes through the Word of God. Deity worship is the fundamental religious belief of the Tulu 

race.Bhootha Aradhane is very common in the coastal towns of Karnataka. Idols representing ‗bhoothas‘ are taken 
out in a procession to the beating of drums and bursting of firecrackers. As the procession ends, the idols are 

placed on apedestal. Frantically pacing up and down, he enters a possessed state and acts as an oracle. 

Bhootada Kola is performed by a trained person who is believed to have temporarily become a god himself. The 

performer displays an aggressive outlook, dances fiercely and performs multiple rituals. This performer is feared 

and respected in the community and is believed to give answers to people‘s problems on behalf of god. Drums 

and music give company to the dancing and pooja rituals.  

 

6. Kambala: Kambala is a buffalo race event popular in Coastal Karnataka districts. Kambala is a spectacular sport 

and entertainment event for villagers. 

 

7. Nagamandala:Nagamandala also referred to as Nagaradhane is a multi-day festival and worship program in 

honour of the snake god.People of Dakshina Kannada perform an elaborate ritual called Nagamandąla to appease 
the serpent spirit.  

 

8. Udupi Paryaya Utsava:Udupi Paryaya Utsava is a biennial festival held in the temple town of Udupi in Coastal 

Karnataka. The colourful Paryaya Festival, where officiating priests from one of the Ashta Mathas hand over their 

responsibilities to other pontiffs, beckons thousands of devotees from all over the country every alternate year. 

Udupi town has eight Mathas (religious institutes). They are: Puttige, Palimaru, Adamaru, Shirur, Pejavara, 

Sodhe, Kaniyuru and Krishnapura. Each Matha is headed by a seer or Swamiji. Together known as 

―Asthtamathas‖ these Mathas manage Udupi Sri Krishna Temple on a rotational basis. 

 

9. Chalukya Utsava:Chalukya Utsava (festival) is an annual cultural and heritage festival held in historic cities 

of Badami and Aihole in north Karnataka. Chalukya Utsava is celebrated as a two- or three-days event, usually 

early February. 

 

10. Hampi Utsav: The State Government holds the Hampi Utsava to recreate the grandeur of the erstwhile 

Vijayanagara Empire. It is believed that the Utsav is celebrated from the time of the Vijayanagara Empire and 

hence might be one of the oldest celebrations/festivals in India. Today, the Hampi Utsava also called as Vijaya 

Utsav celebrated over 2 or 3 days captures the pomp, splendour, and glory of the Vijayanagara empire. The 

festival includes lighting up of the prominent monuments in Hampi, Jumbo Saavari (elephant procession), 

performances by some of India‘s most celebrated singers, dancers and performers, a kite festival, water sports, 

food courts, photography competition, rangoli/ Mehendi competition etc. Hampi Utsav attracts lakhs of visitors 

from all parts of the world and is one of the most popular celebrations in Karnataka making Hampi one of the top 

places to visit in Karnataka. 

https://www.karnatakatourism.org/coastal-karnataka/
https://www.karnatakatourism.org/tour-item/dakshina-kannada/
https://www.karnatakatourism.org/tour-item/udupi/
https://www.karnatakatourism.org/tour-item/badami/
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11. Pattadakallu Dance festival: Pattadakallu Dance festival is held every year under the sponsorship of Govt of 

Karnataka. Invited dancers delight spectators by showcasing their talent in the backdrop of famous temples of 

Pattadakallu. 

 

Handicrafts 
1. Sandalwood Carving: Undoubtedly one of the most exquisite arts associated with Karnataka ,sandalwood 

carving has an illustrious thousand year history. Elegantly carved and scented sandalwood figurines, tables, 

boxes, caskets, stationary and even furniture have found devotees around the world. The expert craft persons in 

the field are called Gudigars in Kannada. The Gudigar families of Shimoga, Uttara Kannada and Mysore specialize 

in this craft.  

2. Chittara Drawings: Chittara is a dying art form, native to the Deewaru community who mainly inhabit districts 

of Shivamogga and Uttara Kannada in Karnataka. It‘s mostly the women from the community who draw. 
Chittara was primarily used to adorn bare mud walls in the house. The painting brush is mainly a root fiber and 

traditionally only natural colours were used – like ground rice paste for white colour, roasted rice for black, 

yellow seeds (Gurige) etc. Chittara drawings have intricated geometric patterns that represent the auspicious 

ceremony and rituals of life. 

3. Metalware: Metalware is a rich and unique art of Karnataka. From casting to embossing, metalware was used for 

religious and household purposes. While Udupi is famous for its small images and ritual objects, Karkala is well-

known for its Jain icons. Mangalore is home to domestic articles made of bell-metal and Nagamangala near 

Mysore is celebrated as a centre for bronze casting. 

4. Silk Sarees: The shimmering silks of Karnataka still have an ardent following. Noted for the rich medley of 

colours and prints, fine gold threads weave exquisite patterns in the sarees. Mysore is the largest producer of silk 

in the State. Contributing to about 70% of the total mulberry silk produced in India, Mysore has rightfully earned 

the epithet, ‗Silk City of India’. 
5. Bidriware: In the historical town of Bidar, under the rule of the Bahamani Sultans in the 14th century, a unique 

metal ware – the Bidriware, originated. On a blackened alloy of zinc, tin, lead and copper, inlaid with thin sheets 

of pure silver, craftsmen work their magical filigree. All the process of making the Bidriware starting from casting 

to oxidation is done by hand and therefore it is time consuming and hence costlier too. The hookahs, goblets, 

plates, pen holders, vases, even bangles with patterns of vines, delicate floral motifs are a vision to behold. 

Bidriware also has a Geographical Indication (GI) tag under the World Trade Organisation. 

6. Rosewood Carving: The ancient craft of rosewood carving is known for its elaborate rosewood inlay work. The 

art has been practiced in Mysore for centuries and is said to have enjoyed the patronage of the Mysore Maharajas. 

Artisans meticulously even out the wood and prepare it for etching the designs. The heavy timber that rosewood 

is, it‘s used extensively in furniture, cabinetry and architectural woodwork as well. 
7. Gokak Toys: In Gokak, local artisans create bright and colorful wooden toys mainly in the form of fruits, 

vegetables, animals and birds. This craft is believed to be at least 200 years old. Here, the toys are made using a 

specialised soft variety of wood, usually hariwala, polki, and hale wood 

8. Kasuti Embroidery: Kasuti, a form of embroidery practiced especially in Dharwad district, is known for its 

intricate and stunning workmanship and has the Geographical Indications (GI) tag. Four kinds of stitches are 

commonly used in Kasuti, a permutation and combination of which results in innumerable intricate designs. 

These are influenced by the architectural patterns of temples, and are symbolic of rituals and life around temples. 

9. Navalgund Dhurrie: The origin of this craft, which also has the Geographical Indications (GI) tag, dates to the 

16th century where women belonging to the Muslim Sheikh community spun unusual patterns in bright yellow, 

red, blue and green. Navalgund is a place in Dharwad and is famous for peacocks. The colours and design of the 

peacock is incorporated as a part of the the pattern in the jamkhana. Jamkhana in local language means floor mats 

which are widely used as floor coverings for decorations. Basically, it is a carpet made of twisted cotton yarn 

which is locally called durrie. These are placed on the floor during certain occasions like weddings, religious 

gatherings and other special occasions. Famous motifs include the dice game board and geometric designs. 

10. Channapatna Lacquerware: 60 kilometres from Bengaluru is the small town of Channapatna, locally called as 

gombegala ooru (the town of toys). Every day, over 3000 local craftsmen produce colourful lacquerware including 

wooden toys, games, puzzles, jewellery, coasters, napkin rings, powder boxes etc. This vegetable-dyed 
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lacquerware has also been awarded the geographical indication (GI) by the World Trade Organization. 

11. Kinhal Wood Carving: Kinhal wood carving is the aquerware woodcraft that takes its name from a small town in 

Koppal district. The craft was highly patronized by the Vijayanagara kings. Using a paste of tamarind seeds and 

pebbles to stick carved parts of wood, the Chitragars or artists create exquisite figurines and idols. A mixture of 

pebble powder and liquid gum is then used to sculpt ornaments and jewellery on these figures. The breath-taking 

designs of the Kinhal art can be easily differentiated from other forms of art by its vibrant colours and intricate 

designs. Kinhal toys have been given the Geographical Indication (GI) tag by the World Trade Organisation. 

12. Ilkal Sarees: The Ilkal sarees take their name from a quaint little village in the Bagalkot district and it also has the 

prestigious Geographical Indication (GI) tag. These sarees are famous around the world for their unique weaving 

method – cotton for the body, art silk for the border, and art silk again for the pallav, which are then joined 

together with a series of loops. 

 

Music 
Karnataka is the only Indian state where both Hindustani and Carnatic singers flourish. North Karnataka is 

predominantly famous for Hindustani music and South Karnataka is well known for Carnatic music. 

 

Carnatic Music: 
 With the rise of Vaishnavism and the Haridasa movement came Karnataka composers like Purandaradasa, whose 

Kannada language works were lucid, devotional and cultural and hence appealing to the masses. Owing to his 

contribution to the Carnatic Music he is referred to as the Father of Carnatic Music (Karnataka Sangeeta 

Pitamaha).  

 The basic elements of śruti, swara, rāga, and tala (the rhythmic cycles) form the foundation of improvisation and 

composition in Carnatic music. Although improvisation plays an important role, Carnatic music is mainly sung 

through compositions, especially the kriti (or kirtanam).  

 Carnatic music is usually performed by a small ensemble of musicians, consisting of a principal performer 

(usually a vocalist), a melodic accompaniment (usually a violin), a rhythm accompaniment (usually a 

mridangam), and a tambura, which acts as a drone throughout the performance. 

 

Dance 
 Yakshagana- Yakshagana a form of dance drama is one of the major theatrical forms in coastal Karnataka. A 

fusion of folk and classical tradition makes Yakshagana a unique form of art which includes colourful costumes, 

music, dance, singing, and most importantly dialogs composed on the fly. 

 

Folk Dances  
1. Dollu Kunitha: Dollu Kunitha is a popular form of folk dance in Karnataka. Its primarily performed by men and 

women from the Kuruba community in Uttara Karnataka. The group consists of 16 dancers, each wearing a drum 

and playing various rhythms while dancing. A leader directs the beat, which includes cymbals in the centre. Slow 

and fast rhythms alternate and the ensemble weaves a unique pattern. 

 

2. Kamsale: Mahadeshwara devotees perform Kamsale, a unique folk art. Singers wear unique outfits while playing 

the brass instrument. The artists expose the Kamsale in their left hand to be hit by the Kamsale in their right hand. 

Combining different patterns and tempos creates rhythm. Beesu Kamsale, also known as Kamsale dance, is a 

unique dance form in which religious fervour meets martial dexterity. Kamsale dancers live in Kannada, Mysore, 

Kollegal, Bangalore, Chamarajanagar, Hassan, and Mandya.  

 

3. Veeragase: Veeragase is a dance form popular in the Indian state of Karnataka. Jangama performs energy-sapping 

dance movements very intensely in this vigorous dance based on Hindu mythology. During the Dasara 

procession in Mysore and the Hindu months of Shravana and Karthika masa, Veeragase is performed. A 

significant celebration in all critical Lingayat household functions. 
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Art and Architecture 
 Architecture has been a highlight in the culture of Karnataka from time immemorial. The monuments at Hampi 

are proposed as UNESCO World Heritage sites. Dynasties that ruled Karnataka contributed extensively towards 

architecture. Different dynasties portrayed different styles of architecture. 

 The structural temples at Pattadakal are a great testimony of Badami Chalukyan's architectural style. The other 

noteworthy contribution includes rock-cut cave temples at Aihole and the Virupaksha temples. Another major 

contributor includes the Hoysalas. Masterpieces of Hoysala architecture are Chennakesava temples at Belur and 

Hoysaleswara temple at Halebidu. Vijayanagar kings were never behind in their contribution towards 

architecture. King Krishnadevaraya built innumerable temples of Vaishnava and Saiva faiths decked with 

intricate craftsmanship. 

 The Mysore palace is a perfect testimony to the love towards architecture. The palace is renowned, for its 

workmanship by architects of the kings of Mysore. Mysore the cultural capital of Karnataka, speaks volumes of 

the affinity towards art and architecture. 

 

GEOGRAPHY 
 

The Indian State of Karnataka is located between 11°30' North and 18°30' North latitudes and between 74° East and 

78°30' East longitude.It is situated on a tableland where the Western Ghats and Eastern Ghats converge into the 

complex, in the western part of the Deccan Peninsular region of India. Karnataka is the 6th biggest, 8th most populous 

state of India.  

 

Physiographic Divisions: 
1. Northern Karnataka Plateau: The Northern Karnataka Plateau 

covers the districts of Belgaum, Bidar, Bijapur and Gulbarga. The 

area is mainly composed of the Deccan Trap. It represents an 

extensive deforested plateau landscape. The Northern Karnataka 

Plateau has an elevation of 300 metres to 600 metres from the sea 

level. The plateau slopes towards the east. The landscape is 

mainly covered with rich black cotton soils. 

The vast expanse of treeless plateau is interspersed with river 

plains, watersheds, residual hills and ridges. The river plains are 

represented by those of River Bhima, River Ghataprabha, River 

Krishna and River Malaprabha. 

2. Central Karnataka Plateau: The Central Karnataka Plateau is 

located between the Northern Karnataka Plateau and the 

Southern Karnataka Plateau. It consists of districts like Bellary, 

Chikmagalur, Chitradurga, Dharwad, Raichur and Shimoga. The 

elevation of the Central Karnataka Plateau varies between 450 

metres and 700 metres. The general slope of this plateau is 

towards the east.  

This region is the location of the Tungabhadra River basin. 

3. Southern Karnataka Plateau: The Southern Karnataka Plateau 

includes the districts of Bangalore Urban, Bangalore Rural, 

Hassan, Kodagu, Kolar, Mandya, Mysore and Tumkur. This 

plateau region is covered by a high degree of slope. It is encircled by the Western Ghats on the west and the 

south. The Southern Karnataka Plateau has a general elevation of 600 metres to 900 metres. But the Biligirirangan 

hills of Mthe ysore district and the Brahmagiri range of Kodagu district have residual heights ranging between 

1,500 metres to 1,750 metres. 

The Cauvery River basin forms a significant part of this plateau. 

4. Karnataka Coastal Region: The Karnataka coastal belt starts from the Western Ghats in the west and extends to 

the edge of the Karnataka Plateau in the east. The Karnataka Coastal Region includes the districts of Uttara 



P a g e  | 19 

 

 

Kannada and Dakshina Kannada.The terrain of this region consists of rivers, creeks, waterfalls, ranges of hills and 

peaks. 

 

Climate 
 The climate of Karnataka is subtropical, with winter (January and February), summer (March through May), 

southwest monsoon (June through September), and post-monsoon (October through December) seasons. 

Maximum daily temperatures in winter reach the upper (low 30 C), whereas in the summer months temperatures 

rise into the low (about 40 °C). Annual precipitation ranges from roughly 20 inches (500 mm) in the drier portions 

of the Maidan to nearly 160 inches (4,000 mm) in the wettest parts of the coastal plain. Most of the state‘s annual 
precipitation falls between June and September; much of the remainder is brought by a less-significant northeast 

monsoon that blows during the post-monsoon season. The winter months are particularly dry. 

 

Land Utilization 
 As per the land utilization statistics for 2019-20, out of the total 190.50 lakh ha geographical area of the State, the 

net cropped area was 108.04 lakh hectares accounting for 56% of the total geographical area. The Gross cropped 

area was 138.31 lakh hectares including 30.27 lakh hectares area sown more than once, this works out to 128 

cropping intensity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forest types in Karnataka 
 The state of Karnataka is blessed with magnificent forests. The impressive blanket of forest greenery existing in 

the state is composed of 5 different forest types. The forest types found in Karnataka are: 

 

1. Evergreen and Semi-evergreen Forest 

The evergreen forests mainly comprise evergreen trees that retain their green foliage throughout the year. The 

semi-evergreen forests are a mixture of evergreen trees and deciduous trees that lose their leaves seasonally. 

The evergreen forests are found in the western slopes of the Western Ghats in the state. The semi-evergreen 

forests also cover the Western Ghats. Both these forest types are dense in nature. 

2. Moist Deciduous Forest 

The suitable temperature conditions and moderate rainfall help moist deciduous forests to flourish in the state. 
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The moist deciduous forests mostly occupy the eastern slopes of the Western Ghats in Karnataka. They are spread 

across the wet north-eastern parts of the Peninsula. These forests are mainly dominated by Sal and Teak trees 

along with rosewood trees. 

3. Dry Deciduous Forest 

Dry deciduous forests are a type of Indian deciduous or monsoon forest. This forest type thrives in warm 

climates. These forests are characterized by tall trees. They drop their leaves during the dry winter and spring 

months. 

The dry deciduous forests dominate the lee side of the Western Ghats in the state. This region does not receive 

much rainfall. The most significant tree found in dry deciduous forests is Sal. 

4. Scrub and Thorny Forest 

The scrub and thorny forests are seen in the arid parts of the Deccan Plateau located in the northeastern part of 

the state. These forests receive less than 750 mm (30 in) of annual rainfall. There is no rainfall in this region during 

the months of November to April. The region experiences high temperatures during the summer season. Due to 

the scanty rainfall, the vegetation of this forest type is characterised by thorny trees, spiny and xerophytic shrubs, 

and dry grassland. 

5. Un-wooded Forest 

There are several areas of grassland and wasteland found in Karnataka. In the heavy rainfall regions of the state, 

the grasslands occur at high altitudes. These grasslands are un-wooded. Often the high-altitude grasslands of 

Karnataka are interspersed with pockets of shola forests. 

 

Soil Types 

 

 

 

Soil name Properties Distribution 

  
Black soil  

In texture, soil vary from loam to clays. 
Generally, they are neutral to alkaline in 
reaction, calcareous and well supplied with 
bases such as Ca, Mg, k., Black soil are known 
to get self-ploughed due to their swelling and 
shrinking properties with change in their 
moisture content. 

District are belgam, bijapur,gulbarga and 
bidar also part of raichur chitradurga and 
ballary 

Laterite soil Laterite soil are in the advanced stage of 
weathering highly leached,poor in bases and 
very acidic in reaction.The moisture retentivity 
of the soil is very poor and they become hard 
during summer months soil contain adequate 
quantities of organic matter. 

Malnad  and coastal area of Uttara kannada 
and part of dharwad ,chikmaglur, hassan 

Red and red loamy 
soil 

They are light textured from sandy or gravely 
to loams with poor aggregating ability.The soil 
are poor in bases and acidic to neutral in 
reaction. 

Shimoga ,chikmagalur, hassan,mysoreand 
coorg. 

Coastal alluvials The surface soil is generally grey ,yellow or 
light brow ,the intensity of the colour increases 
with depth .the soil are acidic in nature ,low in 
cation exchange capacity and bases. 

Dakshin Kannada , Uttara Kannada 

Dark brown clayey 
soil 

They are clayey ,low bases,rich in organic 
matter ,as the surface soil receive the 
decomposition product of the virgin forest 

Dakshin Kannada , Uttara Kannada, coorge, 
Mysore 

Mixed red and 
black soil 
  
  

Black soil seen in the low land and valleys 
have properties resembling those of medium 
black soil. Soil are productive under good 
management practices. 

Belgaum,bijapur ,dharwad , raichur  bellary 
and chitradurg. 
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ECONOMY 
 

State of the Economy 
 Karnataka is among the Top 5 states in India and has demonstrated strong growth over the years. Its per-capita 

Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) of INR 3.05 lakhs, is the highest among the Top 5 states. A standout feature 

of the state economy is it has the highest share of services in the Gross State Value Added (GSVA) of 66.1% in FY 

22—the highest among all states, a product of its robust IT services industry and other technology-driven areas. 

Karnataka is also a major job producer, having produced 10% of the formal jobs in the country while contributing 

8.8% to the national Gross Domestic Product and constituting less than 5% of the population. 

 The agriculture sector grew at 16.6% CAGR in five years. The sector has the largest portion of the workforce 

dependent on it, as well as the most government support and subsidies which supported its growth. The industry 

sector‘s growth, which severely lags both agriculture and services, is 6.1%, which signifies that the structures to 

support this sector are inadequate and require investment, incentives and a structured movement to skill and 

transfer excess agricultural workforce to industry. The services sector, the mainstay of the Karnataka economy is 

growing at 11.6% CAGR. 

 

Services 
 A significant pillar for Karnataka‘s substantial services economy is the IT industry and the accelerating start up 

ecosystem. Indian software exports in the current FY are pegged to be USD 170 billion, of which Karnataka‘s 
share is an estimated 38%. Further, the state has more than 40 unicorns (companies with valuation of more than 

USD 1 billion)—42% of India‘s total of 95 unicorns. Among the districts, Bengaluru Urban leads with 83.4% 
services sector value added, with Dharwad and Hassan after it. 

 Further, major growth drivers for the services sector are investments and export orientation, of which Foreign 

Direct Investment (FDI) has a significant role.  

 

Investment promotion policies and programmes in Karnataka 
 The select policies are Karnataka Biotech Policy (2017-22), Karnataka IT Policy 2020-25 and Karnataka‘s 

Electronics Systems Design and Manufacturing Policy 2017-22. The extensive and diversified supports under 

these policies through the public investments are complementary to attraction and growth of private Indian and 

Foreign investments in the State. 
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Karnataka Biotech Policy (2017-22) 
 Karnataka was one of the states in India to frame an industry-oriented biotechnology policy called Millennium 

Biotech Policy in 2001 and a revised Millennium Biotechnology Policy – II (2009 – 2014). The present Karnataka 

Biotechnology Policy – III (2017 – 2022) aims at integration and adoption of new and emerging technologies as 

well as utilize the new developments in the rapidly advancing field of biotechnology for finding new solutions to 

the persisting challenges in the State. The policy also aims to capture 50% share of the national bio-economy target 

of US$ 100 billion by further enhancing ―Ease of Doing Business‖ and strengthen relationships with other relevant 

departments in the Government. 

 K-tech Innovation Hub - Bangalore Bio innovation Centre (BBC) is an initiative of Karnataka Innovation 

Technology Society (KITS), Department of Electronics, IT, BT and S&T, Government of Karnataka with funding 

support from Department of Biotechnology (DBT), Government of India. It is located within Bengaluru Helix 

Biotech Park at Electronic City. It provides incubation, mentoring support, funding opportunities, branding 

support and networking support besides laboratories and equipment. BBC caters to the broad areas of Life 

Sciences i.e., Healthcare (MedTech & Pharma/Bio-Pharma), Agriculture, Food/ Nutrition, Industrial 

Biotechnology and Environmental Biotechnology. 

 

Karnataka IT Policy 2020-25 
 Karnataka IT Policy 2020-25 has distinct incentives being offered to new IT / ITeS and other knowledge based 

sectors to set up their facility in Tier 2/3 Cities across Karnataka. These incentives are as follows. 

 IT Hubs/Cluster: Financial support of up to 20% of fixed investment for infrastructure, with a ceiling of Rs.3 

crore. 

 Co-working Spaces /Plug and Play Infrastructure: Financial support of up to 33% of the fixed investment for 

infrastructure, with a ceiling of Rs.2 crore. 

 Industrial Power Tariff instead of Commercial Power Tariff for IT/ITES Industry. 

 Patents cost reimbursement maximum of Rs.2 lakh for Domestic and Rs.10 lakh for international. 

 Open data initiative: In line with the Government of India‘s National Data Sharing and Accessibility Policy 

(NDSAP) 2012 and the Open Government Data. 

 Talent Development: National Apprenticeship Training Scheme, YUVA YUGA , Virtual Incubation & Mentorship, 

Finishing School. 

 

Karnataka’s Electronics Systems Design and Manufacturing Policy 2017-22 
 The Government of Karnataka, through KITS, has announced the new ESDM Policy 2017- 22 on 1st December 

2017, offering ecosystem support and various incentives/concessions to ESDM companies of the State. The vision 

of the Policy is to develop Karnataka into a global ESDM hub and a hotbed of innovation through focused 

interventions and encouragement to local companies in the sector. The policy aims to foster high growth for the 

ESDM industry, which can be achieved by attaining the following goals.  

 Stimulate the growth of 2000 ESDM start-ups during the policy period. 

 Enhance value addition done in Karnataka by 50%.  

 Create 20 Lakh new jobs in the ESDM industry by 2025 both direct and indirect, and thereby increase the total 

workforce in the sector by ten times.  

 Effect a quantum jump in the overall revenues of Karnataka‘s ESDM companies to US$ 40 billion by 2025.  
 Significantly grow the ESDM exports from the state to US$ 16 billion by 2025. 

 

Exports from Karnataka 
 Karnataka has been a major traditional exporter of commodities like coffee, spices, silk, cashew nuts, handicrafts 

and agarabattis. Over the last three decades, along with traditional commodities, Karnataka‘s exports have been 
diversified into electronic and computer software, engineering goods, readymade garments, petrochemical, agro 

and food processing products, chemicals, minerals and ores, marine products, etc. Karnataka has carved out a 

niche for itself in the global marketplace as the knowledge and technology capital of India. 

 

Development of the district as an Export Hub 
 Karnataka has identified products for developing districts as Export Hubs. The products identified for 30 districts 
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are given below: 

S.No. Name of the 

District 

Items Identified 

1 Bellary Granite, Jeans Pant, Apparels Jute products, Engineering products, Electrical 

Machinery and Transport Equipment 

2 Belgavi Hulled Wheat, Organic Jaggery, Sugar, Raisins Iron castings, Industrial castings 

3 Bidar Bidariware (GI Tag), Bulk Drugs, Green Gram and Soya Bean products, Hand 

paper, Craft paper. Ginger, Papaya, Mango 

4 Chikballapur Bangalore Rose Onion, Grapes (Bangalore blue) (GI Tag), Mango (Alphanso, 

Mallika, Raspuri and Baneshan), Vegetables including gherkin & tomato. 

5 Chikkamangalur Coffee (GI Tag), Speciality coffee (valve added item) (Arabica and Robusta), Pepper 

(Panniyur), Gherkins, Honey, Cucurbit seeds, Tourism 

6 Chitradurga Pomegranate, Ground Nut, Minor Millets and Onions, Molakalmur silk saree (GI 

Tag), Maize Grit, Tourism 

7 Dakshin 

Kannada 

Cashew (Ullal 1,2,3) and Spices, Marine products, Jack Fruit, Plastic components, 

Light Engineering: Auto components, Electrical, Plastic machinery etc 

8 Dharwad Mango(Alphanso), Bhendi, Green Gram, Black Green Gram, Industrial valves, Auto 

components, Gherkins, Mango Pulp, DharwadPedha (GI Tag), Navalgund 

Carpets(GI tag),Karnataka Kasuti (GI Tag), Sweet corn Baby Corn 

9 Gadag Ground Nuts, Chilies, Pulses, Green Gram, Maize 

10 Hassan Rice, Coffee (GI Tag), Speciality coffee (value added item), Spices, Potato 

11 Kalburgi Turdal (GI Tag) and Pulses, Kamalapur red Banana 

12 Kodagu Coffee (GI Tag), Speciality coffee (valve added item), Coorg Madrin (GI Tag), 

Spices, Anthuriums and Orchids, Cardamom (GI Tag), Pepper, Honey, Tourism 

13 Kolar Mango (Thothapuri, Mllika, Baneshan and Alphanso), Tomato, Color Capsicums, 

Millet Ragi, Rose Onion, 

14 Mysuru Banana, Sweet Corn and Spices, Betel Vine, Silk, Silk textiles, Engineering products 

15 Raichur Rice, Pomegranate, FIG, Cotton, Pharma products, Chillies 

16 Ramanagara Channapattana Toys (GI Tag), Wood based craft products & wooden kitchen items, 

Coir products 

17 Tumkuru Coconut, Pomegranate, Tamarind and Minor Millets, Machine tools, Automobile 

components  

18 Udupi Marine products, Cashew, Rice (kagga), MatugullaBrinjal (GI Tag), UdupiSaree (GI 

Tag), Udupi jasmine (GI Tag) 

19 Uttara Kannada KonanaKatte Liquid Jaggery (sugarcane), Cashew and Marine products, Spices, jack 

fruit, Turmeric, Arecanut and its valueadded products. 

20 Vijaypura Pomegranate, Kagzi Lime and Grapes, Raisins 

21 Bagalkot Pomegranate, Grapes (Thompson seedless, Red Globe, Sharad seedless), Sapota and 

Turmeric, Raisins, Organic Jaggery, Sugar and Maize. 

22 Bengaluru Rural Bangalore Blue Grapes, Wine, Guava Pulp, Vegetables and Flowers, Readymade 

garments 

23 Bengaluru Urban Processed Foods, Vegetables and Flowers. Engineering Machine tools/ 

Automobile& Auto components/ Aerospace components/ Precision components. 

Pharma & Biotech, Electrical machinery. 

24 Chamarajanagar Turmeric, Banana, Ginger, Honey, Mango (Alphanso), Silk textiles, Black Granite 

25 Davanagere Rice, Maize, Vegetable, Minor Millet (Ragi, Navane) and value-added products, 

Arecanut value-added products/plates, sugar, Marigold flower extract. 

26 Haveri Byadgi chillies, Chilies, Mango 

27 Koppal Rice, Mango (Kesar and Alphanso), Guava Pink, Papaya, Pomegranate. 

28 Mandya Banana, Organic/ chemical-free Jaggery, Sugar, Ragi 

29 Yadagir Bajra, Rice, Tur, Cotton 
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30 Shimoga Ginger, Banana, Arecanut value-added products, Spices (Pepper and Cardamom), 

Pineapple, Areca leaf cup 

 

Karnataka Digital-Economy Mission 
 ‗Karnataka Digital-Economy Mission‘ a Section 8 company is a new initiative to be established to promote Digital 

Industry growth and attract investments by providing hand-holding services and suggesting policy initiatives to 

be taken up by the State Government for facilitating investments. The body will act like a bridge between 

Industry and Government to build global linkages for promoting tech industry and further enhancing the brand 

equity of the State. The body will help in increasing the contribution of the digital economy in the State to 30% of 

the GSDP, generating additional employment of around 30 Lakhs and target at achieving about US$ 150 billion of 

IT exports in the next 5 years. 

 

Social Infrastructure and Human Development 
Education 
 Karnataka‘s overall literacy rate, which was 66.64% in 2001, rose to 75.60% in 2011 with the State‘s overall literacy 

rate, male and female literacy rates being higher than those at the national level.During 2021-22, Gross Enrolment 

(GER) and Net Enrolment Ratios (NER) in lower primary were 103.73 and 99.16 respectively, while in the Higher 

primary stage, GER and NER were 102.26 and 87.55 respectively. 

 Karnataka has made efforts to provide the five basic facilities (Pancha Soulabhya) of drinking water, Toilet, 

Playground, Compound Wall, and School Building in all schools under the Samagra Shikshana Karnataka 

programme. 

 

Health 
 The State‘s total fertility rate declined from 2.0 in 2011 to 1.7 in 2021 along with a faster decline in the Birth rate 

and infant mortality rate during the said decade. The prevalence of anaemia among children, women and men in 

the age group 15-19 is notably high and has slightly increased from 2015-16 to 2019-20.  

 The neonatal mortality rate has declined from 18.5 per 1,000 live births in 2015-16 to 15.8 per 1,000 live births by 

2019-20; while the Under-five mortality has declined from 31.5 per 1,000 live births in 2015-16 to 29.5 per 1,000 live 

births by 2019-20. Infant mortality has declined faster during the last few years and has reached 21 in 2021 from 35 

in 2011. 

 

Drinking Water and Sanitation 
 Karnataka has been at the forefront of adopting SDG targets in providing basic infrastructure relating to water 

and sanitation to its citizens.The SDG Index 3.0 (2020-21) of NITI Aayog observes that 59.47% of Karnataka‘s rural 
population received safe and adequate drinking water within premises through Piped Water Supply (PWS), and 

that 100% of the State‘s rural population had access to an improved source of drinking water. 

 

Miscellaneous 
Tourism 
 The districts of the Western Ghats and the southern districts of the state have popular eco-tourism locations 

including Kudremukh, Madikeri and Agumbe.The ruins of the Vijayanagara Empire at Hampi and the 

monuments of Pattadakal are on the list of UNESCO's World Heritage Sites. The cave temples at Badami and the 

rock-cut temples at Aihole representing the Badami Chalukyan style of architecture are also popular tourist 

destinations.The Hoysala temples at Beluru and Halebidu, which were built with Chloritic schist (soapstone) are 

proposed UNESCO World Heritage sites.[193] The Gol Gumbaz and Ibrahim Rauza are famous examples of the 

Deccan Sultanate style of architecture. The monolith of Gomateshwara Bahubali at Shravanabelagola is the tallest 

sculpted monolith in the world, attracting tens of thousands of pilgrims during the Mahamastakabhisheka 

festival. 

 The waterfalls of Karnataka and Kudremukh are among the " Wonders of the World". Jog Falls is India's tallest 

single-tiered waterfall with Gokak Falls, Unchalli Falls, Magod Falls, Abbey Falls and Shivanasamudra Falls 

among other popular waterfalls.  
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 Several popular beaches dot the coastline, including Murudeshwara, Gokarna, Malpe and Karwar. In addition, 

Karnataka is home to several places of religious importance. Several Hindu temples including the famous Udupi 

Sri Krishna Matha, the Marikamba Temple at Sirsi, the Kollur Mookambika Temple, the Sri Manjunatha Temple at 

Dharmasthala, Kukke Subramanya Temple, Janardhana and Mahakali Temple at Ambalpadi, Sharadamba 

Temple at Shringeri attract pilgrims from all over India. Most of the holy sites of Lingayatism, like 

Kudalasangama and Basavana Bagewadi, are found in northern parts of the state. Shravanabelagola, Mudabidri 

and Karkala are famous for Jain history and monuments. Jainism had a stronghold in Karnataka in the early 

medieval period with Shravanabelagola as its most important centre. The Shettihalli Rosary Church near 

Shettihalli, an example of French colonial Gothic architecture, is a rare example of a Christian ruin, is a popular 

tourist site. 

 

Famous Personalities from Karnataka 
1. Basavanna: Basava was an Indian philosopher, statesman and social reformer from what is now Karnataka. 

Basava fought against the practice of the caste system, which discriminated against people based on their birth, 

and other rituals in Hinduism. He spread social awareness through his poetry, popularly known as Vachanaas. 

Basavanna used Ishtalinga, an image of the Siva Linga, to eradicate untouchability, establish equality among all 

human beings and attain spiritual enlightenment. These were rational and progressive social thoughts in the 

twelfth century.He created a model Parliament called the "Anubhava Mantapa," which not only gave equal 

proportion to men and women but also had representatives from different socioeconomic backgrounds.  

 

2. Akka Mahadevi: Akka Mahadevi was a prominent figure of the Veera Shaiva Bhakti movement of 12th century 

Karnataka. Akkamahadevi Vachanas in Kannada, a form of didactic poetry, are considered her most notable 

contribution to Kannada Bhakti literature. In all she wrote about 430 Vachanas which is relatively fewer than that 

compared to some other saints of her time. Yet the term 'Akka' (elder Sister), which is an honorific given to her by 

great Veerashaiva saints like Basavanna, Chenna Basavanna, Kinnari Bommayya, Siddharama, Allamaprabhu 

and Dasimayya, speaks volumes of her contribution to the movement that was underway. She is in hindsight seen 

as a great and inspirational woman for Kannada literature and the history of Karnataka. She is said to have 

accepted the god Shiva ('Chenna Mallikarjuna') as her husband, traditionally understood as the 'madhura bhava' 

or 'madhurya' form of devotion (like how 8th century Andal declared herself marriable only to lord Vishnu or as 

centuries later Meera, a 16th-century saint, considered herself married to Krishna). 

 

3. Sarvajna: Sarvajna was a Kannada poet, pragmatist, and philosopher. He is famous for his pithy three-lined 

poems which are called tripadis, "with three padas, three-liners", a form of Vachanas. He is also referred to as 

Sarvagna in modern translation. 

 

4. Madhvacharya: Madhvacharya also known as Purna Prajna and Ananda Tirtha, was the chief proponent of 

Tattvavada "philosophy of reality", popularly known as the Dvaita (dualism) school of Hindu philosophy. It is 

one of the three most influential Vedanta philosophies. Madhvacarya was one of the important philosophers 

during the Bhakti movement. He was a pioneer in many ways, going against standard conventions and norms.  

 

5. Purandara Dasa: Purandara Dasa is one of the most prominent composers of Carnatic music and is widely 

regarded as the "Grandfather of Carnatic Music". Purandara Dasa addressed social issues in addition to worship 

in his compositions, a practice emulated by his younger contemporary, Kanakadasa. Purandara Dasa's Carnatic 

music compositions are mostly in Kannada; some are in Sanskrit. He signed his compositions with the mudra 

(pen name), "Purandara Vittala" (Vittala is one of the incarnations of the Hindu god Vishnu). 

 

6. Kanaka Dasa: Kanaka Dasaru (1509-1609) was a poet, philosopher, musician and composer from modern 

Karnataka. He is known for his Kirtanes and Ugabhoga compositions in the Kannada language for Carnatic 

music. Like some other Dasas, he often used colloquial language for his compositions. He was a disciple of 

Vyasathirtha and a follower of Dwaita philosophy propounded by Madhvacharya. 

 

7. Bahubali: Bahubali also called Gomateshwa was an Arihant. According to Jainism, he was the second of the 
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hundred sons of the first Tirthankara, Rishabha and king of Podanpur. The Adipurana, a 10th-century Kannada 

text by poet Adikavi Pampa (fl. 941 CE), written in Champu style, a mix of prose and verse and spread over in 

sixteen cantos, deals with the ten lives of the first tirthankara, Rishabha and his two sons, Bharata and Bahubali. 

According to the Digambaras he was the first human in this half time cycle to attain liberation. 

A monolithic statue of Bahubali referred to as "Gommateshvara" built by the Ganga dynasty minister and 

commander Chamundaraya is a 60 feet (18 m) monolith and is situated above a hill in Shravanabelagola, in the 

Hassan district of Karnataka state, India. It was built in the 10th century AD. Hundreds of thousands of pilgrims, 

devotees and tourists from all over the world flock to the statue once in 3 years for an event known as 

Mahamastakabhisheka. On August 5, 2007, the statue was voted by Indians as the first of Seven Wonders of India. 

49% votes went in favor of this marvel. 

 

8. C. V. Raman: Sir Chandrasekhara Venkata Raman, (7 November 1888 - 21 November 1970) was an Indian 

physicist whose ground breaking work in the field of light scattering earned him the 1930 Nobel Prize for Physics. 

He discovered that, when light traverses a transparent material, some of the deflected light changes in 

wavelength. This phenomenon is now called Raman scattering and is the result of the Raman effect. In 1954, he 

was honoured with the highest civilian award in India, the Bharat Ratna. 

 

9. Field Marshall K.M. Cariappa: Field Marshal Kodandera "Kipper" Madappa Cariappa OBE (28 January 1899 - 15 

May 1993) was the first Indian Commander-in-Chief,of the Indian Army and led the Indian forces on the Western 

Front during the Indo-Pakistan War of 1947.He is among only two Indian Army officers to hold the highest rank 

of Field Marshal (the other being Field Marshal Sam Manekshaw). His distinguished military career spanned 

almost three decades, at the highest point of which, he was appointed as the Commander-in-Chief of the Indian 

Military in 1949. 

 

10. Gangubai Hangal: Gangubai Hangal (5 March 1913 - 21 July 2009) was an Indian singer of the khyal genre of 

Hindustani classical music, who was known for her deep and powerful voice. Hangal belonged to the Kirana 

gharana. 

 

11. Kuvempu (K.V. Puttappa):Kuppali Venkatappa Puttappa December 29, 1904 - November 11, 1994), widely 

known by the pen name Kuvempu or by the abbreviation K. V. Puttappa, was a Kannada writer and poet, widely 

regarded as the greatest poet of 20th century Kannada literature. He is the first among eight recipients of Jnanpith 

Award for Kannada. Puttappa wrote all his literary works using the pen name Kuvempu. He is the second - after 

M. Govinda Pai - among Kannada poets to be revered as Rashtrakavi, a national poet. His work Sri Ramayana 

Darshanam, the rewriting of the great ancient Indian epic Ramayana in modern Kannada, is regarded as revival 

of the era of Mahakavya (Epic poetry) in a contemporary form and charm. He is immortalised by some of his 

phrases, and in particular for his contribution to Universal Humanism or in his own words Vishwa maanavataa 

Vaada. He was conferred Padma Vibhushan by Government of India. He has penned the Karnataka State anthem 

Jaya Bharata Jananiya Tanujate. 

 

12. R.K. Narayan:R. K. Narayan (10 October 1906 - 13 May 2001), full name Rasipuram Krishnaswami Iyer 

Narayanaswami, was an Indian writer, best known for his works set in the fictional South Indian town of 

Malgudi. He is one of three leading figures of early Indian literature in English (alongside Mulk Raj Anand and 

Raja Rao), and is credited with bringing the genre to the rest of the world. 

Narayan broke through with the help of his mentor and friend, Graham Greene, who was instrumental in getting 

publishers for Narayan's first four books, including the semi-autobiographical trilogy of Swami and Friends, The 

Bachelor of Arts and The English Teacher. Narayan's works also include The Financial Expert, hailed as one of the 

most original works of 1951, and Sahitya Akademi Award winner The Guide, which was adapted for film and for 

Broadway. 

 

13. Narayana Murthy: Nagavara Ramarao Narayana Murthy CBE (born 20 August 1946), commonly referred to as 

Narayana Murthy, is an Indian IT industrialist and the co-founder of Infosys, a multinational corporation 

providing business consulting, technology, engineering, and outsourcing services. Murthy studied electrical 
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engineering at the National Institute of Engineering, University of Mysore, and M. Tech at the Indian Institute of 

Technology Kanpur. 

 

14. Azim H Premji: Azim Hashim Premji (born 24 July 1945) is an Indian business tycoon and philanthropist who is 

the chairman of Wipro Limited, guiding the company through four decades of diversification and growth to 

emerge as one of the Indian leaders in the software industry has twice been listed among the 100 most influential 

people by TIME Magazine, once in 2004 and more recently in 2011. Premji owns 79 per cent of Wipro and also 

owns a private equity fund, PremjiInvest, which manages his $1 billion personal portfolio. 

 

Wildlife Sanctuaries 
Major Wildlife Sanctuaries in Karnataka – Bhadra Wildlife Sanctuary, Cauvery Wildlife Sanctuary, Kappathagudda 

Wildlife Sanctuary, Ranganathittu Bird Sanctuary, Dandeli Wildlife Sanctuary, Melkote Wildlife Sanctuary etc. 

 

Protected Areas  
National Parks Biosphere Reserves Wetlands 

Nagarhole National Park Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve Ranganathittu Bird Sanctuary 

Bandipur National Park 

Anshi National Park 

Bannerghatta National Park 

Kudremukh National Park 

Mudumalai National Park 

 

Tiger Reserves UNESCO World Heritage Sites 

Bandipur Group of Monuments at Hampi 

Bhadra 

Dandeli-Anshi 

Nagarahole Group of Monuments at Pattadakkal 

Biligiriranga Swamy 

 

 

State Symbols  
State Motto Satyameva Jayate 

State Animal Asian Elephant 

State Bird Indian Roller 

State Flower Lotus 

State Tree Sandalwood 

State Song Jaya Bharata Jananiya Tanujate 

State Butterfly Southern Bird Wing 

State Fish Carnatic Carp 

State Fruit Mango 

State Dance Veeragase 

 

GI Tags  
 

Agriculture Handicraft Food Miscellaneous 

Byadgi chilli Kinnal Toys Dharwad Pedha Mysore Agarbathi 

 Bangalore Blue Grapes Kasuti Embroidery 

Bangalore Rose Onion Mysore Silk Mysore Pak 

 

Mysore Sandal Soap 

Coorg orange Mysore Rosewood Inlay 

Udupi Jasmine Bidriware Mysore Sandalwood Oil 
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Mysore betel leaf Channapatna Toys & Dolls 

Nanjanagud Banana Mysore Traditional 

Paintings 

Hadagali Jasmine Ilkal Sarees 

Mysore Jasmine Molakalmuru Sarees 

Monsooned Malabar 

Arabica Coffee 

Karnataka Bronze Ware 

Monsooned Malabar 

Robusta Coffee 

Navalgund Durries 

Malabar Pepper Ganjifa Cards of Mysore 

Devanahalli Pomello Sandur Lambani 

Embroidery 

Appemidi Mango Karnataka Bronzeware 

Logo 

Kamalapur Red Banana Ganjifa Cards of Mysore 

Logo 

Bababudangiris Arabica 

Coffee 

Guledgudd Khana 

Sirsi Supari Udupi Sarees 

Coorg Arabica Coffee Mysore Silk Logo 

Chikmagalur Arabica 

Coffee 

Kolhapuri Chappal 

Udupi Mattu Gulla Brinjal Navalgund Durries Logo 

Gulbarga Tur Dal 

 

 

 

Western Ghats Conservation 
Threats to Western Ghats 
1. Developmental Pressures: About 50 million people are estimated to live in the Western Ghats Region, resulting 

in developmental pressures that are orders of magnitude greater than many protected areas around the world. 

2. Biodiversity Relates Issues: Forest loss, habitat fragmentation, habitat degradation by invasive plant species, 

encroachment and conversion also continue to affect the Ghats. 

 

Committees for the Western Ghats 
Gadgil Committee (2011): Also known as the Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel (WGEEP), it recommended that all 

the Western Ghats be declared as the Ecological Sensitive Areas (ESA) with only limited development allowed in 

graded zones. 

Kasturirangan Committee (2013): It sought to balance the development and environment protection in contrast to the 

system proposed by the Gadgil report. 

The Kasturirangan committee recommended that instead of the total area of Western Ghats, only 37% of the total area 

should be brought under ESA and a complete ban on mining, quarrying and sand mining be imposed in ESA. 

 

Government Schemes 
1. Raita Siri- Encouragement for farmers to grow minor millets: This programme ensures an incentive of 

Rs.10000/- per ha for farmers growing six Nutri Cereals. During 2021-22 a budgetary allocation of Rs.12.75 crores 

is provided under this scheme. 

 

2. Kayaka Nidhi: Implementation of the Kayaka Nidhi Scheme will help about 29,000 licensed hamals working in 

APMCs who are below the poverty line. The amount under this scheme had been utilized to meet the medical 

expenses of surgical operations up to Rs.1.00 lakh & Rs.10,000/- to meet expenses related to cremation in case of 
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the death of Hamals working in the market area. So far, Rs.9,83,725/- has been spent on medical expenses and 

Rs.69,40,000/- for funeral assistance for Hamals. This has benefited 730 hamals. 

 

3. Ksheera Bhagya: Under Ksheera Bhagya Scheme, Anganwadi children in the State were earlier provided 3 days 

150 ml of milk for three days in the form of 15 gm milk powder in a week and this has been enhanced to 5 days a 

week with 150 ml creamy milk and 10 gms sugar from July 2017. Up toNovember 21, there are 41.02 lakhs of 

beneficiaries benefited from this scheme. 

 

4. Srushti Scheme: All the children between in the Anganwadi centre between 3 to 6 years are provided eggs 2 days 

a week from June 2017. Up toNovember 21, there are 19.81 lakhs of beneficiaries benefited from this scheme.  

 

5. Bhagyalakshmi Scheme 2022 for Girl Child:In the Bhagya Lakshmi Yojana, the state govt. provides financial 

assistance to the girl child through her mother/father or natural guardian on fulfilment of some conditions. 

The objectives of the Bhagyalakshmi Scheme for girl children in Karnataka are: promoting the birth rate of 

girl child in BPL families, raising the status of girl children which would result in women empowerment in 

the society, providing financial aid to the girl child through her mother/father/natural guardian. The benefits 

of Bhagyalakshmi Scheme in Karnataka: - 

 Girl child will get health insurance coverage up to Rs. 25000 per year. 

 Annual Scholarship b/w Rs. 300 to Rs. 1000 will be given to girl child up to class 10th 

 There will be an increase in the birth rate of girl children in economically weaker sections of society. 

 Status of girl children would be increased within family and society. 

 Apart from these benefits, the parents have to get Rs. 1 lakh in case of an accident and Rs. 42,500 for the 

natural death of the beneficiary. 

 At the end of 18 years, the beneficiary would be paid Rs. 34,751 

 

6. Karnataka Driver Scheme 2022: Karnataka Driver scheme aids drivers of taxis, cabs and auto-rickshaws. To avail 

of assistance, eligible beneficiaries will have to perform Karnataka Driver Scheme online registration and then 

each beneficiary will get Rs. 5000 assistance. The major objective of the Drivers Scheme is to help people who need 

money and whose businesses have been hit badly after the COVID-19 crisis. 

 

7. Karnataka Free Laptop Scheme: Karnataka Free Laptop Scheme was launched by the state govt. of Karnataka to 

provide laptops to all students who have passed their 12th examinations with merit. In addition to this, various 

higher education fields such as medicine, engineering etc were finalized to distribute the laptops among the 

students. 

 

8. Chief Minister Self-Employment Scheme: The state government of Karnataka provides government loans to 

individual entrepreneurs to generate self-employment opportunities under the chief minister‘s self-employment 

generation programme. Beneficiaries can start a new project by making their own contribution of just 5% (special 

category) and 10% (general category) of the total project cost. Department of Commerce, Industry and Tourism is 

the nodal agency for the implementation of CMEGP scheme in Karnataka.  

9. Mukhya Mantri Anila Bhagya Yojana (MMABY): The state government of Karnataka has launched the 

Mukhyamantri Anila Bhagya scheme to provide free LPG connection to its citizens. Under the Anila Bhagya 

scheme, the Karnataka government would provide free LPG gas connection along with a double gas burner 

stove and two-cylinder refills to each beneficiary, particularly BPL families. 

10. Karnataka Electric Bike Taxi Scheme 2022: The main objective of the Electric Bike Taxi Scheme 2022 is to 

reduce the travel time and inconvenience faced by the public, travelling from their homes to bus stands, 

railway, and metro services, especially Bengaluru. Karnataka Electric Bike Taxi Scheme 2022 will serve as a 

bridge between public transport and daily travellers. 
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Border Disputes with other states 
1. Belgavi Border Dispute- Belgaum or Belagavi is 

currently part of Karnataka but is claimed by 

Maharashtra. 

In 1957, slighted by the implementation of the 

States Reorganisation Act, 1956, Maharashtra 

demanded the readjustment of its border with 

Karnataka. Maharashtra objected to Marathi- 

speaking areas being added to Karnataka. 

Basis of Maharashtra’s Claim: Maharashtra‘s 
claim to seek the readjustment of its border was 

on the basis of contiguity, relative linguistic 

majority and wishes of the people. If the claim 

over Belagavi and surrounding areas was based 

on Marathi-speaking people and linguistic 

homogeneity, it laid its claim over Karwar and 

Supa where Konkani is spoken by citing Konkani as a dialect of Marathi. 

 

Mahajan Committee-1966 
In 1967, the committee recommended that some villages in Karwar, Haliyal and Suparna talukas of Karnataka be 

given to Maharashtra but left Belagavi with the southern state. This report was objected by Maharashtra. 

 

Major River Disputes of Karnataka 
1. Krishna-Godavari water dispute: The Krishna is an east-flowing river that originates at Mahabaleshwar in 

Maharashtra and merges with the Bay of Bengal, flowing through Maharashtra, Karnataka, Telangana and 

Andhra Pradesh. Together with its tributaries, it forms a vast basin that covers 33% of the total area of the four 

states.  A dispute over the sharing of Krishna waters has been ongoing for many decades, beginning with the 

erstwhile Hyderabad and Mysore states, and later continuing between successors Maharashtra, Karnataka and 

Andhra Pradesh.  In 1969, the Krishna Water Disputes Tribunal (KWDT) was set up under the Inter-State River 

Water Dispute Act, of 1956, and presented its report in 1973. 

The report, which was published in 1976, divided the 2060 TMC (thousand million cubic feet) of Krishna water at 

75 per cent dependability into three parts: 560 TMC for Maharashtra, 700 TMC for Karnataka and 800 TMC for 

Andhra Pradesh. Afterward, as new grievances arose between the states, the second KWDT was instituted in 

2004. It delivered its report in 2010, which made allocations of the Krishna water at 65 per cent dependability and 

for surplus flows as follows: 81 TMC for Maharashtra, 177 TMC for Karnataka, and 190 TMC for Andhra Pradesh. 

2. Mahadayi river dispute: The dispute over Mahadayi river began in the 80s and grew stronger in the subsequent 

decades. The trigger was Karnataka‘s move to design several dams, canals and barrages to route the Mahadayi 
river water to the Malaprabha basin. The state claimed that channelling the river water into the basin of 

Malaprabha, a tributary of the Krishna, would meet the requirements of water-scarce districts of Bagalkot, Gadag, 

Dharwad and Belagavi.  Goa, seeking redressal to the dispute in 2002, sought the constitution of a water disputes 

tribunal.   

3. Cauvery Dispute Present and Future: The dispute therefore involves 3 states and one Union Territory 

(Pondicherry). The genesis of the dispute is 150 years old and dates back to the two agreements of arbitration in 

1892 and 1924 between the then Madras presidency and Mysore. 

To resolve the matter, Cauvery Water Dispute Tribunal was established in 1990 it took 17 years to arrive at the 

final order (2007) on how Cauvery water should be shared between the 4 riparian states in normal rainfall 

conditions. In distress years, a pro-rata basis shall be used, it instructed. 

The government again took 6 years and notified the order in 2013. This was challenged in the Supreme Court 

which recently directed Karnataka to release 12000 cusecs of water to Tamil Nadu prompting protests in the State. 
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