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ANDHRA PRADESH 
 

Andhra Pradesh is a state in the south-eastern coastal region of India. It is the seventh-largest state by area covering 

an area of 160,205 sq km with a population of 49.67 million. It is bordered by Telangana to the north-west, 

Chhattisgarh to the north, Odisha to the north-east, Tamil Nadu to the south, Karnataka to the west and the Bay of 

Bengal to the east. It consists of 26 districts.  

 

HISTORY 

 

Ancient History 
1. Satavahanas 

 After the fall of the Mauryan Empire, the history of the Andhras, commences with the rise of the Satavahanas as a 

political power. According to Matsya Purana there were 29 rulers of this dynasty. They ruled over the 

Andhradesa including Deccan for about 400 years from the 2nd century B.C. to beyond the 2nd century A.D. 

Satavahanas were also called Salivahanas and Satakarnis.  

 In the 3rd century B.C., Simukha, the founder of the Satavahana dynasty, unified the various Andhra 

principalities into one kingdom and became its ruler (271 B.C. – 248 B.C.). Dharanikota near Amaravati in Guntur 

district was the first capital of Simukha, but later he shifted his capital to Pratishtana (Paithan in Aurangabad 

district). 

 Satakarni II, the sixth ruler of the dynasty (184 B.C.) was an able ruler who extended his kingdom to the west by 

conquering Malwa. He extended the boundaries of his realm far into central India across the Vindhyas, perhaps 

up to the river Ganges. 

 It was during the time of Gautamiputra Satakarni, the 23rd ruler of this dynasty, who ascended the throne in 

A.D.62, their kingdom made a sharp recovery of the lost territories from the western Kshatrapas. A Nasik record 

describes him as the restorer of the glory of the Satavahanas. 

 Yajnasri Satakarni‘s accession to the throne in A.D.128 brought matters to a crisis. He came into conflict with the 

Saka Satrap, Rudradamana, and suffered defeat, and consequently, lost all his western possessions. However, he 

continued to rule till A.D.157 over a truncated dominion. His ship-marked coins suggest extensive maritime trade 

during his days. With him passed away the age of the great Satavahanas and by the end of the 2nd century A.D. 

 Budhhism flourished throughout the period and at the same time the rulers were devoted to Vedic ritualism. 

They constructed several Buddhist Stupas, Chaityas and Viharas. The Stupa at Amaravati is known for its 

architecture par excellence. Satavahanas were not only the able rulers but were also lovers of literacy and 

architecture. The 17th ruler of this dynasty, Hala was himself a great poet and his Gathasaptasati in Prakrit was 

well received by all. Gunadhya, the minister of Hala was the author of ―Brihatkadha‖. 

 The decline and fall of the Satavahana empire left the Andhra country in a political chaos. Local rulers as well as 

invaders tried to carve out small kingdoms for themselves and to establish dynasties. During the period from 

A.D.180 to A.D.624, Ikshvakus, Brihatphalayanas, Salankayanas, Vishnukundins, Vakatakas, Pallavas, 

Anandagotras, Kalingas and others ruled over the Andhra area with their small kingdoms. Such instability 

continued to prevail until the rise of the Eastern Chalukyas. 

 

2. Eastern Chalukyas 

 This dynasty was a branch of the Chalukyas of Badami. Pulakesin II, the renowned ruler of Chalukyas conquered 

Vengi (near Eluru) in A.D.624 and installed his brother KubjaVishnuvardhana (A.D.624–641) as its ruler. His 

dynasty, known as the Eastern Chalukyas, ruled for nearly four centuries. Vishnuvardhana extended his 

dominions up to Srikakulam in the north and Nellore in the south. He was succeeded by his son Jayasimha I 

(A.D.641–673). Then followed a period of unrest characterised by family feuds and weak rulers. In the meanwhile, 

the Rashtrakutas of Malkhed ousted Chalukyas of Badami.  

 The Eastern Chalukyas occupied a prominent place in the history of Andhra Pradesh. Though they were 

originally of Kannada stock, they patronised Telugu and gave fillip to it. Since the time of GunagaVijayaditya, 
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inscriptions show Telugu stanzas, culminating in the production of literary works. Later on, in the 11th century 

under the patronage of the then Eastern Chalukya king, Rajaraja, the great epic, 'Mahabharata' was translated 

partly by his court poet, Nannaya. 

 At the time of Chalukya conquest three religions, Buddhism, Jainism and Hinduism, were prevalent. Of these, 

Buddhism was on the wane. The Buddhist Aramas were transformed into pilgrim centres by the resurgent 

Hinduism. Jainism lingered on, and an appreciable section of the people paid homage to the Tirthankaras. 

Hinduism enjoyed the status of a national religion throughout the kingdom. Temples were built which played an 

important role in the religious life of the people and the temples of Siva at ChalukyaBhimavaram and 

Draksharama are among them. 

 

Medieval Period 
Kakatiyas: 

 The 12th and the 13th centuries saw the emergence of the Kakatiyas. They were at first the feudatories of the 

Western Chalukyas of Kalyana, ruling over a small territory near Warangal. In A.D.1199, Ganapati deva 

succeeded, he was the greatest of the Kakatiyas and the first after the Satavahanas to bring the entire Telugu area 

under one rule. As Ganapati Deva had no sons, his daughter Rudramba succeeded him in A.D.1262 and carried 

on the administration.  

 Prataparudra succeeded his grandmother Rudramba in A.D.1295 and ruled till A.D.1323. He pushed the western 

border of his kingdom up to Raichur. He introduced many administrative reforms. He divided the kingdom into 

75 Nayakships, which was later adopted and developed by the Rayas of Vijayanagara. In his time the territory 

constituting Andhra Pradesh had the first experience of a Muslim invasion. In A.D.1303, the Delhi Sultan Ala-ud-

din Khilji sent an army to plunder the kingdom. But Prataparudra defeated them at Upparapalli in Karimnagar 

district. In A.D. 1310, when another army under Malik Kafur invaded Warangal, Prataparudra yielded and agreed 

to pay a large tribute. In A.D.1318, when Ala-ud-din Khilji died, Prataparudra withheld the tribute. It provoked 

another invasion of the Muslims. In A.D.1321, Ghiaz-ud-din Tughlaq sent a large army under Ulugh Khan to 

conquer the Telugu country then called Trilling. He laid siege to Warangal, but owing to internal dissensions he 

called off the siege and returned to Delhi. Within a short period, he came back with a much bigger army. The 

Kakatiya period was rightly called the brightest period of the Telugu history. The entire Telugu speaking area was 

under the kings who spoke Telugu and encouraged Telugu.  

 The Kakatiya dynasty expressed itself best through religious art. The most important temples during their reign 

are those at Palampeta, Hanamkonda and the incomplete one in the Warangal fort. The temple at Palampeta, 

described as the 'brightest gem in the galaxy of Medieval Deccan temple architecture', was constructed by 

Recherla Rudra, a general of Kakatiya Ganapati, in S.1135 (A.D.1213). A striking peculiarity of this temple is the 

figure-brackets which spring from the shoulders of the outer pillars of the temple. 

 Tadpatri, Srikalahasti and Penukonda. The Tadpatri and Lepakshi temples are the notable examples of 

Vijayanagar architecture and sculpture. 

 Telugu language and literature was given a preferential treatment and Telugu was treated as official language of 

the empire. Simultaneously, Sanskrit and other languages were encouraged by the Vijayanagar rulers. The 

renowned Telugu poet Srinatha was honoured with Kanakabhisheka by Proudhadevaraya of the first dynasty of 

the rulers. Particularly, the reign of Krishnadevaraya marked a new era in the literary history of south India. 

 

Modern History (Freedom Struggle) 
 The role of the Andhras in the Freedom Struggle is next to that of none and they had always been in the forefront 

along with the rest of the countrymen. The first War of Independence in A.D.1857 did in no way affect the state of 

affairs in the south, though ripples were felt in the State of Hyderabad, in the shape of a raid by Rohilla and Arab 

soldiers against the Residency and a rebellion by the Gonds in the Adilabad district under the leadership of Ramji 

Gond. However, in A.D.1860, the English suppressed all these rebellions. 

 The rest of the 19th century passed away without any event of major importance, though occasional rebellions of 

the peasants here and there brought out their dissatisfaction to the forefront. The introduction of English 

education helped the formation of a strong educated middle class, which found security of life in the Government 

jobs. The construction of dams across the Godavari and the Krishna by A.D.1852 and 1855 respectively, resulted in 
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increasing agricultural production and helped, for a time, to cloud the real issues. 

 The beginning of the twentieth century saw the emergence of the numerically strong, educated, confident but 

dissatisfied middle class, seeking equality with the white ruler. The dissatisfaction, as elsewhere, was voiced in 

the form of pamphleteering. The foreign government, ever vigilant in such things, sought to nip it in the bud and 

as a consequence of it, repressive measures were introduced. Gadicherla Hari Sarvottama Rao (1883–1960) was 

the first victim of the move in Andhra. He was sentenced for his seditious article 'Cruel Foreign Tiger'.  

 But, along with this agitation, a kind of constructive work was also carried on by some fore-sighted leaders such 

as KopalleHanumantha Rao (1880–1922). Long before Gandhiji thought of the constructive programme, 

Hanumantha Rao founded his 'Andhra JateeyaKalasala' (National College) in Machilipatnam to train young 

men in techniques of modern production, as he thought that it was the surest way to win independence from an 

imperialist rule which cared more for its markets than anything else. 

 In 1920, when Gandhiji started his non-co-operation movement, it had an immediate response in Andhra. Under 

the leadership of eminent men like Konda Venkatappaiah (1866–1948), TanguturiPrakasamPantulu (1872–1957), 

BulusuSambamurti (1886–1958) and BhogarajuPattabhiSeetaramaiah (1880–1959), the Andhra young men made 

many a sacrifice for the cause of the Nation. Many practicing lawyers gave up their lucrative practice and many a 

brilliant student gave up their studies to respond to the call of the Nation. In November, 1921, the Congress gave 

permission to the Provincial Committee to start Civil Disobedience if the conditions laid down by Mahatma 

Gandhi were fulfilled. 

 Three episodes during the Civil Disobedience Movement in Andhra attracted the attention of the whole country. 

The first was the Chirala-Perala episode led by DuggiralaGopalakrishnayya. Chirala and Perala were two 

contiguous villages in Prakasam (then part of Guntur) district with a population of 15,000. The Government 

wanted to combine them into a municipality in 1920. But the people protested against this move because it meant 

imposition of additional taxes. These protests were not headed to and the municipality was constituted. As a 

protest against this, all elected councilors resigned. The Government, however, carried on the administration of 

the municipality with a paid chairman. In January, 1921, the residents refused to pay the municipal taxes. Several 

of them including a woman were prosecuted, tried and sentenced to imprisonment. This woman was considered 

to be the first woman in the country to be imprisoned on political grounds. 

 The next episode was the 'Forest Satyagraha' of the ryots of Palnad in Guntur district in 1921. The peasants of this 

place had to pay heavy tax for permission to graze their cattle in forests. When the crops failed that year, they 

decided to send their cattle into the forests without paying the fee and suffer the penalties. They resorted to social 

boycott of all government officials and refused supply of even the bare necessaries of life to them 

 The No-Tax Campaign at Pedanandipadu in Bapatla taluk of Guntur district was the third famous landmark. 

There was considerable difference of opinion between leaders like Konda Venkatappayya and Mahatma Gandhi 

with regard to this campaign. Gandhiji wanted to try the experiment first in Bardoli in Gujarat. The local leaders, 

however, tried to convince him that the conditions laid down for starting such a campaign were fulfilled by the 

people of this place and they were very keen on starting it. Gandhiji reluctantly gave permission to proceed with 

it. In January, 1922, when the first instalment of land revenue fell due, a non-payment campaign was started 

under the leadership of Parvataneni. 

 

Post-Independence Era 
Struggle for Andhra State 

 The Andhras were struggling for the formation of a separate Andhra Province since the period of British, but 

could not succeed. When India attained Independence on the 15th of August, 1947, Andhras hoped that their 

 long-cherished desire would be realised soon. In spite of several renewed efforts put forth by the Andhra leaders 

before Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and Deputy Prime Minister Sardar VallaBhai Patel, the desire for a 

separate Andhra State remained a dream itself. 

 The Dar Commission, appointed by the Government of India under the Chairmanship of S.K.Dar did not 

recommend for the creation of States on linguistic consideration. This report of the Commission created such an 

adverse reaction in Andhra that the Congress leaders felt it prudent to assuage the ruffled feelings of the Telugus. 

An unofficial Committee, consisting of Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabhbhai Patel and PattabhiSitaramaiah, popularly 

known as the J.V.P. Committee, was constituted by the Congress. The Committee in its report submitted to the 
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Working Committee of the Indian National Congress in April, 1949 recommended that the creation of linguistic 

provinces be postponed by few years. However, it suggested that Andhra Province could be formed provided the 

Andhras gave up their claim to the city of Madras (now Chennai). This report provoked violent reaction in 

Andhra as the Telugus were not prepared to forego their claims to the city of Madras. 

 Under the prevailing situation, a Partition Committee was formed under the Chairmanship of Kumaraswami 

Raja, the then Chief Minister of Madras. Andhra was represented by TanguturiPrakasam, B.GopalaReddi, Kala 

Venkata Rao and N.Sanjiva Reddy. The Partition Committee could not arrive at an agreed settlement. Prakasam 

disagreed with the views of other members and gave a dissenting note. The Government of India, took advantage 

of the dissenting note of Prakasam and shelved the issue. To express the resentment of the Andhras, Swami 

Sitaram (Gollapudi Sitarama Sastry), a Gandhian, undertook a fast unto death, which created an explosive 

situation in Andhra. However, Swami gave up his 35-day fast on the 20th of September, 1951, on the appeal made 

by Vinoba Bhave. Nothing came out of this fast except the increasing distrust of the people of Andhra towards 

their own leaders and the Government of India. 

 In the First General Elections of 1952, Andhras expressed their resentment towards the Congress leaders by 

defeating them at the polls. Out of the 140 seats from Andhra in the Madras Legislative Assembly, the Congress 

could secure only 43, while the Communist Party of India bagged as many as 40 seats out of the 60 it contested. In 

the Madras Legislative Assembly itself, Congress could secure only 152. The non-Congress members in the 

legislature, numbering 164 formed themselves into a United Democratic Front (U.D.F.) and elected T.Prakasam as 

their leader. But the Governor nominated C.Rajagopala Chari to the Legislative Council and invited him to form 

the ministry. 

 After Rajagopala Chari became the Chief Minister of the Madras State, he tried to divert the Krishna waters by 

constructing Krishna-Pennar Project for the development of the Tamil area. The Andhras agitated against this as 

they feared that the Project spelt ruin to Andhra. The Government of India appointed an expert Committee under 

the Chairmanship of A.N.Khosla, who pronounced that the project in its present form should not be proceeded 

with and suggested the construction of a project at Nandikonda (the site of the present Nagarjunasagar Project). 

The report of the Khosla Committee vindicated the apprehensions of the Andhras regarding the unfriendly 

attitude of Rajagopala Chari‘s Government towards the Andhras. The desire of the Andhras to separate 

themselves from the composite Madras State and form their own State gained further momentum. 

 At this juncture, Potti Sriramulu, a self-effacing Gandhian, began his fast unto death on the 19th of October, 1952 

at Madras. Though the fast created an unprecedented situation throughout Andhra, the Congress leaders and the 

Government of India did not pay much attention to it. On the 15th of December, 1952, Sriramulu attained 

martyrdom. The news of Sriramulu‘s death rocked Andhra into a violent and devastating agitation. The 

Government of India was taken aback at this popular upsurge. On the 19th December 1952, Jawaharlal Nehru 

announced in the Lok Sabha that the Andhra State would be formed with the eleven undisputed Telugu districts, 

and the three Taluks of the Bellary district, but excluding Madras City. 

 On the 1st of October, 1953, Andhra State came into existence. It consisted of the districts of Srikakulam, 

Visakhapatnam, East Godavari, West Godavari, Krishna, Guntur, Nellore, Chittoor, Cuddapah, Anantapur and 

Kurnool, and the taluks of Rayadurg, Adoni and Alur of the Bellary district. On the question of Bellary taluk, it 

was included in the Mysore State on the recommendation of the L.S.Mishra Commission. 

 Kurnool became the capital of the new State, under the terms of the Sri Bagh Pact of 1937 between the leaders of 

the Coastal Andhra and Rayalaseema. T.Prakasam became the first Chief Minister of the Andhra State and 

C.M.Trivedi was appointed Governor of this new State. With the inauguration of the Andhra State by Nehru, the 

forty year old dream of the Telugu people to have a separate State of their own was partly fulfilled. They looked 

forward to the formation of Visalandhra with Hyderabad City as the Capital. 

 

Emergence of Andhra Pradesh 
 The creation of Andhra State in October, 1953 strengthened the general demand for linguistic States. Andhras had 

also long cherished demand for the formation of Visalandhra, since the people of Hyderabad State were 

unanimous in their demand for the trifurcation of their State. Andhras hoped that the outlying Telugu areas in 

Orissa, Madhya Pradesh, Mysore and Madras be incorporated in the greater Andhra. 

 The States Reorganization Commission, with Syed Fazl Ali as the Chairman, was set up by the Government of 
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India in December 1953, which heard the views of different organisations and individuals, as though convinced of 

the advantages of Visalandhra, however, favoured the formation of separate State for Telangana. This report of 

the S.R.C. led to intensive lobbying both by the advocates of Telangana and Visalandhra. The Communists 

reacted sharply and announced that they would resign their seats in the Hyderabad Legislative Assembly and 

contest elections on the issue. In the Hyderabad Legislative Assembly, a majority of the Legislators supported 

Visalandhra. 

 The Congress High Command favoured Visalandhra and prevailed upon the leaders of the Andhra State and 

Telangana to sort out their differences, who, thereupon, entered into a 'Gentlemen's Agreement'. One of the main 

provisions of the Agreement was the creation of a 'Regional Council' for Telangana for its all round development. 

The enlarged State by merging nine Telugu-speaking districts of Adilabad, Nizamabad, Medak, Karimnagar, 

Warangal, Khammam, Nalgonda, MahabubNagar and Hyderabad, into Andhra State with its eleven districts of 

Srikakulam, Visakhapatnam, East Godavari, West Godavari, Krishna, Guntur, Nellore, Chittoor, Cuddapah, 

Anantapur and Kurnool, totalling 20 districts* was named 'Andhra Pradesh' with its capital at Hyderabad. It was 

inaugurated on the 1st of November, 1956 by Jawaharlal Nehru. Neelam Sanjiva Reddy became the first Chief 

Minister of Andhra Pradesh, and later rose to the position of the President of India. Burgula Ramakrishna Rao, the 

last of the Chief Ministers of Hyderabad State was elevated to the Office of the Governor of Kerala. C.M.Trivedi 

continued to be the Governor of Andhra Pradesh. 

 

Political Crisis in 1969 and 1972 

 During the years 1969 and 1972, Andhra Pradesh was rocked by two political agitations popularly known as the 

'Telangana' and the 'Jai Andhra' Movements respectively. Telangana agitation was started by the people of the 

region when they felt that the Andhra leaders had flouted the Gentlemen's Agreement which facilitated the 

formation of Andhra Pradesh.The influx of people from the coastal region into the city of Hyderabad created 

many social tensions. Slowly the discontent spread among the Telangana officials and the unemployed youth who 

felt that they were exploited by the people of the Andhra region.  

 In 1972, another agitation known as the Jai Andhra Movement was launched in the Andhra region. The agitation 

was a sequel to the Telangana agitation which demanded that only 'Mulkis' should be appointed to the posts in 

Telangana including Hyderabad city. The 'Mulki' issue had a long history behind it. As early as in 1919, the 

Nizam of Hyderabad issued a firman laying down that only 'Mulkis' are eligible for public appointments in the 

State. 'Mulki' was defined as one who was born in the State of Hyderabad or resided there continuously for fifteen 

years and had given an affidavit that he abandoned the idea of returning to his native place. Even after the 

formation of Andhra Pradesh, the Mulki rules continued to be in force in the Telangana region. As these rules 

stood in the way of the people of the Andhra region to compete for the posts, their validity was challenged in the 

High Court. A full bench of the High Court by a four-one majority held that the Mulki rules were not valid and 

operative after the formation of Andhra Pradesh. 

 But on an appeal by the State Government, the Supreme Court declared on the 3rd of October, 1972 that the Mulki 

rules were valid and were in force. The judgement created a great political crisis in the State. The people of the 

Andhra region felt that they were reduced to the status of second-class citizens in their own State capital. They felt 

that the only way to uphold their dignity was by severing their connection with Telangana and started a 

movement for the separation of the Andhra region from Andhra Pradesh. 

 As the agitation continued, President's rule was imposed in the State on the 10th of January, 1973. Finally, a 

political settlement was arrived at under the aegis of the Central Government. A 'Six-Point Formula' was agreed 

upon by the leaders of the two regions to prevent any recurrence of such agitations in future. 

 

Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2014 
 The Indian Parliament passed the Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2014, which divided the state of Andhra 

Pradesh into Telangana and the remaining Andhra Pradesh state. 

 

Historical Background: 

 After years of protests and agitation, and in response to the Telangana movement's massive demand for a new 

state, the Central Government, led by the United Progressive Alliance, decided to split and bifurcate the state of 
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Andhra Pradesh into Telangana and the rest of the state. 

 Telangana Movement was a movement that demanded the creation of a separate state of Telangana. It has a long 

and illustrious history. Telangana is a Telugu-speaking province within the princely state of Hyderabad. 

 

Important Highlights of the Reorganisation Act, 2014 

 For a period of not more than ten years, Hyderabad will serve as the joint capital of Telangana and Andhra 

Pradesh. 

 After the term ends, Hyderabad will become the capital of the state of Telangana, and the state of Andhra Pradesh 

will have a new capital. 

 The Central Government shall appoint an expert committee to investigate possible options for the successor state 

of Andhra Pradesh's new capital and provide appropriate suggestions within six months after the enactment of 

the Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2014. 

 The Governor of the present State of Andhra Pradesh shall be the Governor for both the successor States of 

Andhra Pradesh and Telangana on and from the specified day, for such duration as the President may determine. 

 The First and Fourth Schedules of the Constitution were amended as a result of the Act's provisions. 

 On and from the given day, the number of seats in the Legislative Assemblies of the States of Andhra Pradesh and 

Telangana shall be 175 and 119, respectively. 

 In accordance with the provisions of Article 169 of the Constitution, each of the successor States shall establish a 

Legislative Council consisting of not more than [58 members in the Legislative Council of Andhra Pradesh] and 

40 members in the Legislative Council of Telangana. 

 On and from the prescribed day, the existing Legislative Council of the State of Andhra Pradesh shall be regarded 

to have been reconstituted as two Legislative Councils of the successor States, with the existing members 

apportioned to the Councils as provided in the Fourth Schedule. 

 The High Court of Judicature in Hyderabad shall serve as the common High Court for the states of Telangana and 

Andhra Pradesh beginning on the appointed day and continuing until a separate High Court for the state of 

Andhra Pradesh is established under article 214 of the Constitution. 

 The principal seat of the Andhra Pradesh High Court shall be at such location as the President may appoint by a 

published order. 
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CULTURE 

 

Religion, Feasts and Festival 
 The Dwaita, the Visishtadwaita, the Advaita, and Saivite faiths coexist in Andhra Pradesh among Hindus, while 

Muslims and Christians also live side by side with tolerance. The Sakti, in her finer and cruder manifestations, is 

also worshipped. In the better and richer type of villages, the temples of Vishnu, Siva and Sakti prevail. Religious 

or sectarian fanaticism in general does not exist in the State of Andhra Pradesh. 

 Some of the famous temples in Andhra Pradesh are at Simahachalam, Sun temple in Arasavalli in Srikakulam 

District), Draksharama,  Annavaram and Antarvedi in the East Godavari District, Mangalagiri in Guntur District, 

Achanta, Palakol, Dwaraka Tirumala in West Godavari, Tirupati and Kalahasti in Chittoor, Kanaka Durga at 

Vijayawada in Krishna and Ahobilam in Kurnool District. The other famous temples are in Srikakulam, 

Mukhalingam. Kotappakonda, Srisailam and Mahanandi. All of them are structures of great antiquity and possess 

rare architectural values.  

 

Feasts and Festivals 
Ugadi:  

 Ugadi is Telugu New Year Festival that usually comes in March/April. This is regarded auspicious for the peace, 

prosperity and happiness of the family in the ensuing year.  

Dasara: 

 This festival falls in September/October and is celebrated for ten days as ‗Dasara Navaratri‘. On the ninth day 

craftsmen and artisans worship their tools as ‗Ayudhapooja‘.On the tenth day, Vijayadashami is celebrated with 

gaiety. 

Sankaranti: 

 The festival falls on the 13/14th of January every year when the farmer expresses his gratitude to nature after a 

good harvest. It is an important festival for Andhras. 

SambaraPolamambaJatara at Sambara, Makkuva Mandal: 

 Sri SriSriPolamambaAmmavari temple is situated in the village Sambara.AJatara is celebrated in honor of Sri 

Polamamba in the second week of January and lakhs of people to be attended from Srikakulam, Vizianagaram, 

Visakhapatnam and West Godavari districts and also from Orissa. Gomukhi river is passing through this village. 

Every Year on the preceding tuesday of Pongal/Sankrati festival Polamamba is brought to village.  

Sirimanu Utsav, Vizayanagaram:  

 Every year on the first Tuesday passing VijayadasamiSirimanu Utsav is being celebrated. Sirimanu means a big 

tree. It is known that before 15 days of Sirimanu Utsav goddess Pydimamba will come in the dream of temple 

Pujari and tell him where the Sirimanu for this year is located. Pujari will go in search of sirimanu and will cut the 

sirimanu with performing puja etc. 

 In front of Srimanu there will be a chariot in the shape of White elephant. In the olden days Maharajas used to sit 

on this white elephant and participate in Sirimanu Utsav. Now as per the present situation white elephant statue 

is being moved in front of Sirimanu as a part of tradition. 

Lumbini Festival, Vishakapatnam: 

 The city has got many sites related to the Buddhist religion in and around it. Thus, the regional Government 

conducts this festival so as tohonor Buddhism. This is one of the vivacious and multicolored festivals in the city. 

Starting from the 2nd Friday in the month of December every year, this festival continues for 3 days. During this 

time, all of those Buddhist sites are decorated. Special tours to those sites are even conducted for the tourists as 

well as locals. Solemnized with mirthfulness and superiority, this Buddhist festival is among the popular most 

festivals in Visakhapatnam. Besides the Buddhist paintings that are among the major attractions, this festival 

showcases the age old culture of the Buddhist civilization. Organized by the Government of Andhra Pradesh, this 

festival even provides a platform to the native sculptors and painters to uphold their works of art. 

MANYAM JATARA, Maredumilli, East Godavari:  

 It is a three day fair which reflects the customs, traditions and culture of tribal community. To promote tourism, 

both the East Godavari district administration and Integrated Tribal Development Agency are jointly organizing 
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‗ManyamJatara‘. The Jatara comprises 60 percent local tribes and 40 percent people from other districts. Food 

items and different varieties of bamboo products would be exhibited during the festival. 

Konaseema Festival:  

 Konaseema Utsav is celebrated in a grand manner at Muramalla village, Polavaram mandal. Thousands of people 

from different parts of the region and other districts participate in the fest. The Utsav showcases the beauty and 

culture of this area. 2k run is organized and the replicas of prominent temples are arranged and several cultural 

programmes are also organized. 

RottelaPanduga, Nellore:  

 Rotiyaan ki eid or RottelaPanduga is an annual three-day festival held at Bara Shaheed Dargah in Nellore. Annual 

event is observed in the month of Muharram as festival of 12 martyrs whose mortal remains are buried in the 

compound. People visit the shrine from far off locations. They exchange rotis as a religious practice in Nellore 

Tank. 

Flamingo Festival, Pulikat Lake:  

 Flamingo Festival is being organized at Pulikat lake for past many years. Migratory birds from various parts of 

the world visit this place during winter season for breeding. The Festival is a three day revelry to welcome and 

celebrate the arrival of migratory birds, especially Flamingos. Pelicans, Siberian Storks, Open Billed Storks, Night 

Herons, Egrets, Little Cormorant, Golden Backed Wood Pecker, Spotted and Ring Doves, King Fishers, Painted 

Storks, White Necked Storks, Spoon Bills are some other species of birds that come here during this period. The 

festival hosts many cultural events and is attended by thousands of visitors. 

GangammaJatara, Chittoor:  

 Chittoor GangammaJatara is celebrated in the district. The festival is celebrated about the killing of a vassal by the 

Gangamma. In Chittoor, the festival is celebrated in a grand scale. 

PenukondaBabayya Swami (Baba Fakruddin) Dargah Urs, Sri Satya Sai District:  

 Hazrath Baba Fakruddin was a great Sufi Saint of 12th century. DargaUrs which is a symbol of religious tolerance 

in South India, will be held in the month of March . Devotees from New Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata, 

besides Kerala, Singapore, Malaysia will throng the dargah. The dargah is one of the most sacred places of 

worship in the South. The event will take off with ‗Gandhapu Pooja Mahotsav‘. 

 

Dance 
 In historic times, dance in Andhra was a dedicated form practised invariably in the presence of deities in the 

temples. Devadasi System was in vogue during Vishnukundin and Eastern Chalukyan times. These devadasis 

were specially employed to practice dance according rigid systems of classical Natyasastra.They had to perform 

duties of ‗aarati‘ and ‗Pavalimpu seva‘ to the presiding deity. Manikyamba the builder of Draksharama temple 

was a typical devadasi. Kakatiyas, who were ardent followers of Saivism, encouraged Sivatandava dance 

throughout their kingdom. According to authoritative sources, there existed four dance institutions at Srisailam – 

the seat of Mallikharjuna, a Siva shrine. 

 Kelika style of dance was in vogue when the deity was taken in procession (utsava) in the streets. Devadasis used 

to dance in the procession. For some time, the court dancer or rajanartaki system was in vogue. Yakshaganas were 

invariably practised later by these devadasi – turned raja nartakis when their former systems fell into disuse by 

the efflux of time. 

Kuchipudi Dance: 

 Sidhendrayogi of Muvva, Krishna District around 15th century created Kuchipudi form of Bharatanatyam. 

Kuchipudi style is a watermark in Indian classical choreography. The near ballet type dance-drama, 

‗Bhamakalapam‘ was his composition. In essence, Kuchipudi dance consists of Nritya and Natya. In Kuchipudi 

dance performance, every character of ballet is introduced to the audience through the words of a song 

interspersed with several jatis. It is said that the Kuchipudi dance form is a comprehensive one as conceived by 

the great sage, Bharata, the exponent of Indian classical dance. Lasya, tandava,and abhinaya are liberally 

employed by the artists in rendering slokas. 

 While rendering ballet, Kuchipudi form presses into service all the moving limbs. Wide range of abhinaya-aharya, 

angika, satvika, and vachika of classical Bharatanatyam are covered. Though Kuchipudi form is classical by 

nature the rendering appealed to masses. Gita Govinda of Jayadeva, padmas of Kshetrayyatarangams of 
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Narayana Tirtha formed the repertoire of Kuchipudi dance. BhamaKalapam, GollaKalapam, Harischandra, 

Prahlada, and Usha Parinayam are popular in this system of Dance. Kuchipudi lays stress on Jada among other 

costumes and ornaments. 

 

Modern Drama 
 SarasaVinodiniNataka Sabha, started by playwright and actor DharmavaramKrishnamachari in the last quarter of 

nineteenth century gave spur to modern Telugu stage. Mention may be made of the commercialized dramatic 

companies such as Dharwar, Parsi, Sangli, Surabhi. Chitranaleeyam, a dramatic adaptation from an episode from 

Mahabharata and Sarangadhara, a romantic drama based on Chalukyan history attracted, in those days, crowded 

houses. Gayopakhyanam by Chilakamurti Lakshmi Narasimham too was a popular play. Vasantasena based on 

Sudraka staged by Surabhi company was a hit in those days. Balijepalli‘sHarichandra and adaptations from 

venisamharam, and sakuntalam formed the main pieces of his repertoire. 

 GurajadaApparao created in the Kanyasulkam (1918) a social satire based on widow remarriage and social 

emancipation of women. Another forceful play based on history Prataparudriyam by 

VedamVenkatarayaSastriwas a stage success. These two were stuffed with liberal use of spoken dialect eschewing 

all obsolete intricate grammatical structures. These two plays hailed as master pieces of the day, are popular even 

now. 

 The advent of Cinema resulted in the extinction of professional drama companies by 1940.However, the histrionic 

urge among Andhra youth gave birth to amateur drama activity. 

 

Music 
 The earliest musical work produced in the Andhra region is said to be a collection of seven hundred verses Gatha 

Sapta Sati in Prakrit completed during King HalaSatavahana‘s reign around the first century A.D. The work 

testifies to the existence of music and musical instruments in those days of the remote past. Amaravati and 

Nagarjuna Konda sculptures which are said to be nearly 2000 years old have visual descriptions of musical 

instruments. In the Kakatiya period around the 12th Century, Jayappa was a well-known musicologist and 

choreographer. His works Geetaratnavali and Nritya Ratnavali are renowned. 13th century onwards, the 

Vijayanagar period had music traditions of its own. The celebrated Vidhyaranya and Ramamatya were leaders of 

the Southern School. Sarangdeva in the kingdom of that period of Yadava Singanna wrote Sangita Ratnakara. A 

commentary on the Sudhanidhi by SarvajnaSinghana appeared later. Kalanidhi was another commentary. 

Vasantarajeeyam is yet another treatise on music by Kumaragiri of Konaveedu. Among the patrons of music, 

Proudhadevaraya, Krishnadevaraya (16th century), Achyuthadevaraya, and Nayaka rulers (Sangita Sudha, 

ChaturdandiPrakasa, Sangita Saramrita) are the most well-known of that period. Music was practised as a 

functional unit of related arts – dance, drama and other theatrical arts. 

 PalkurtiSomanatha (13th century) wrote Basavapurana, Panditaradhyacharitra in the popular desi ballad 

Dwipada. This work gives a fund of information about the prevailing musical forms in those days. 

TallapakaAnnamacharya (1424-1503) composed 32,000 verses in total belonging two different categories; 1. 

Sringarapadamulu (erotic lyrics) and 2. Adhyatmakirtanalu (devotional lyrics). KancharlaGopanna (Ramadas of 

Bhadrachalam) composed kirtanalu in praise of Srirama.  

 Music was extensively patronized by Andhra Gajapati of Vizianagaram College of Music was established in 

Vizianagaram. DwaramVenkataswamy Naidu, the violin-wizard, headed the college for a long time. Rallapalli 

Ananth Krishna Sarma (Tirupati) himself a noted musicologist, brought to light the well knownkirtanas 

numbering 1200 of TallapakaAnnamacharya from Tirumala and Ahobilam. 

 

Literature 
Literature 1: 

 Telugu literature traces back its roots to the second decade of eleventh century, though earlier literary works are 

few and far in between. That was time when a part of Mahabharata was rendered by Nannaya from Sanskrit into 

Telugu. Nannaya, poet laureate in the court of Rajarajanarendra of Rajahmahendravaram (now Rajahmundry) 

was the pioneer Telugu writer. Though he could finish only the first two and a portion of the third parva out of 

the 18 parvas of the epic, the translation attained a special significance. Thikkana (13th century).resumed and 



P a g e  | 13 

 

 

completed the rest but for a small gap after Nannaya. This gap was filled later by Erraprgada (14th century). Thus 

spanned over three centuries, the Telugu Mahabharata is a liberal admixture of prose and verse and is a 

significant work of all time. 

 The Mahabharata writers are known as kavitrayam trinity in early Telugu literature. In between, 

PalkuriSomanatha (12th century) composed a Saivite treatise Basavapuranam in Dwipada. Influenced by Sanskrit 

classics, Nannechoda wrote Kumara Sambhava. Though a latecomer in Telugu, Ramayana and Ranganatha 

Ramayana as well as Tikkana‘s Uttara Rama Charitra merit mention. Srinatha (15th century) has been described 

as the Byron of Andhra. Palnativeeracharitra was his historical classic. His contemporary and near relative, 

according to a legend Potana devoutly rendered the great Bhagavata Purana saying 

‗palikedidibhagavatamatapalikinchedivadu Rama Bhadrundanta‘ to stress that his inspiration was divine. Even 

today Potana‘s Bhagavata story woven around Lord Krishna, is recited by scholars and common people alike in 

Andhra. That was his popularity. 

Literature 2: 

 ‗Desabhashalandu Telugu lessa‘ was Krishna Devaraya‘s lex non scripta. Krishna Devaraya‘s reign was hailed as 

the golden age of Telugu literature. This was said to be starting point of original Telugu writings in the form of 

prabandhas. AllasaniPeddana‘sManucharitra, Poetess Molla‘s Ramayana, PingaliSuranna‘sKalapoornodaya, 

RamarajaBhushana‘s Vasu Charitra are merited literary productions of this period. Sataka is yet another literary 

from original and unique in Telugu full of wisdom and mysticism. Vemana, hailed as poet of the people excelled 

in Sataka form. Later, the Southern School of Telugu Literature took roots under Nayaka Kings (17th century) in 

Tanjore. Yakshagana, folklore type of literary form emerged along with other desi forms sung by women on 

festive occasions. Perhaps, Muslim invasions and later political subordination of the country under the Dutch, 

French, Portuguese and British rulers of alien origin drove Telugu literature into rapid decline. The Literary 

output in 18th and mid 19th century was meager according to one estimate. 

Literature 3: 

 Spurred by political awakening in the latter half of the nineteenth century, a new era began in Telugu literature 

with an accent on prose writings. Gidugu Venkata Ramamurty and GurazadaApparao (Kanyasulkam) 

revolutionized the literary field by establishing (see MODERN DRAMA) good prose traditions using a spoken 

form of Telugu. In this period of a renaissance as it is often called by experts, influenced by English literature and 

thought, KandukuriVeeresalingam (1848-1919) wrote Rajasekhara Chaitra based on Vicar ofWakefield by 

Goldsmith, a well-known English author. Aradhana is yet another peculiar form of Telugu literary tradition. It is a 

form of literary acrobatics. Tirupati Sastry and Venkata Sastry known as Jantakavulu or Tirupati pair (Tirupati 

Venkata Kavulu) mastered this avadhanam. Asukavita or extempore versification is one more unique feature of 

Telugu literary tradition. All these literary forms rely strongly on certain rigid metrical standards. 
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GEOGRAPHY 

 

1. Geographical Location:  

Andhra Pradesh lies between 12°41' and 19.07°N latitude and 77° and 84°40'E longitude, and is bordered by 

Telangana to the north and west, Chhattisgarh to the north-west, Orissa to the north, the Bay of Bengal to the east, 

Tamil Nadu to the south and Karnataka to the southwest and west. Andhra Pradesh has a coastline of around 974 

km, which gives it the second-longest coastline in the nation. 

2. Climate:  

The climate of Andhra Pradesh varies considerably, depending on the geographical region. Summers last from 

March to June. In the coastal plain, the summer temperatures are generally higher than the rest of the state, with 

temperature ranging between 20 and 41 °C (68 and 106 °F). July to September is the season for tropical rains. 

About one-third of the total rainfall is brought by the northeast monsoon. October and November see low-

pressure systems and tropical cyclones form in the Bay of Bengal which, along with the northeast monsoon, bring 

rains to the southern and coastal regions of the state.November, December, January, and February are the winter 

months in Andhra Pradesh. Since the state has a long coastal belt, the winters are not very cold. 

3. Natural vegetation:  

Eastern Ghats region is home to dense tropical forests, while the vegetation becomes sparse as the Ghats give way 

to the Deccan Plateau, where shrub vegetation is more common. The vegetation found in the state is largely of dry 

deciduous types with a mixture of teak, Terminalia, Dalbergia, Pterocarpus, Anogeissus, etc. The state has many 

sanctuaries, national parks and zoological parks, such as Coringa, Krishna Wildlife Sanctuary, Nagarjunsagar-

Srisailam Tiger Reserve, Kambalakonda Wildlife Sanctuary, Sri Venkateswara Zoological Park and Indira Gandhi 

Zoological Park. Atapaka Bird Sanctuary, Nelapattu Bird Sanctuary, Telineelapuram and Telukunchi Bird 

Sanctuaries and Pulicat Lake Bird Sanctuary attract many migratory birds. 

4. Demography:  

The total population constitute, 70.4% of rural population with 34,776,389 inhabitants and 29.6% of urban 

population with 14,610,410 inhabitants. Children in the age group of 0–6 years are 5,222,384, constituting 10.6% of 

the total population, among them 2,686,453 are boys and 2,535,931 are girls. Visakhapatnam district has the largest 

urban population of 47.5% and Srikakulam district with 83.8%, has the largest rural population, among others 

districts in the state. The overall population of the state comprises 17.1% of the Scheduled Caste and 5.3% of the 

Scheduled Tribe population. There are 24,738,068 male and 24,648,731 female citizens—a sex ratio of 996 females 

per 1000 males, higher than the national average of 926 per 1000. The literacy rate of the state stands at 67.41%. 

However, post-bifurcation Telangana, the state is expected to reach 91.1% by 2021. West Godavari district has the 

highest literacy rate of 74.6% and Vizianagaram district has the least with 58.9%.Andhra Pradesh ranks tenth of all 

Indian States in the Human Development Index scores, with a score of 0.416. The National Council of Applied 

Economic Research district analysis in 2001 reveals that Krishna, West Godavari and Chittoor are the three 

districts in rural AP with the highest Human Development Index scores in ascending order. 

5. Political Geography: 

Andhra Pradesh can be divided into three regions, namely Coastal Andhra, Uttarandhra and 

Rayalaseema.Andhra Pradesh has 26 districts: Anantapur, Annamayya, Anakapalli, Alluri Sitharama Raju, 

Bapatla, Chittoor, East Godavari, Eluru, Guntur, NTR, Kakinada ,Konasema, Krishna, Kurnool, Nandyal , Sri 

PottiSreeramulu Nellore, Prakasam, ParvathipuramManyam, Palnadu , Srikakulam, Sri Sathya Sai, Tirupati, 

Visakhapatnam, Vizianagaram, West Gdavari and YSR Kadapa, Prakasam is the largest district of the state 

Andhra Pradesh with an area of 14,322 sq. km. Each district is divided into multiple mandals, and each mandal 

has many villages.  

Visakhapatnam is the largest city in the state followed by Vijayawada. Other important cities and towns are 

Kakinada, Guntur, Rajahmundry, Tirupati, Nellore, Ongole, Kurnool and Eluru. 
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Agriculture 
1. Land Utilization:  The percent share of the different segments of land use of the total geographical area 162.97 

lakh hectares of the state in the year 2019-20 is 

 
 

 

 

Soil Resources of Andhra Pradesh 

1. Red Soil: Red soils make up approximately 66% of the cultivated regions across the state. You can primarily 

find this type of soil in the districts of Rayalaseema.  

2. Black Soil: Another 25% of cultivated areas within Andhra Pradesh consist of black soils.   

3. Alluvial Soil: The deltaic alluvial soils and coastal alluvial soils make up approximately 5% of soil in the 

state. They are the richest soils in the region and support the most agricultural production across the state.   

4. Lateritic Soil: Approximately 1% of the state contains lateritic soils. They can vary in color, ranging from red or 

brown to black. 
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Key Strategies and interventions to make Agriculture Profitable 

1. Extending financial assistance of Rs. 13500/- per farmer family per year (including Rs.6000/- from PM-KISAN) 

under 'Dr.YSRRythuBharosa-PM KISAN'as an investment support to the farmers started from Rabi, 2019. 

2. The tenant farmers are also made eligible for Navaratnalu, i.e., Crop Insurance, Interest Free Loans, 9 Hours free 

power, guaranteed support price to the produce and also an amount of Rs 7 lakhs from YSR Bima to the 

accidental or Suicide victims' in addition to YSR RythuBharosa. 

3. Government of Andhra Pradesh has established 10778 nos. of Dr.YSRRythuBharosaKendralu (Dr.YSR RBKs) 

&154 Hubs, with an integration of Agri Input Shop and Farmer Knowledge Centre in coterminous with Village 

Secretariats /Gram Panchayats for rendering all services of Agriculture and Allied sectors at village itself. 

4. Agri Input Shop ensures the availability of Certified & quality multi-branded Agri inputs to farmers at their 

village 

5. Farmer Knowledge Centre provides scientific Advisories pertaining to Agriculture & Allied sectors to the farmers 

timely. 

6. e-Crop booking is done to create farmer's database through e-Crop Application. This data base is made mandator 

y for usage in implementation of Crop Insurance, providing Input subsidy, Sunna VaddiPantaRunalu and 

Procurement of Agriculture produce. 

7. Extending Sunna VaddiPantaRunalu to all the eligible farmers. 

8. Organization of Dr.YSRPolambadi (Farmer Field Schools) to empower the farmers to take economically viable 

decisions by adopting eco-friendly practices of Integrated Crop Management in a scientific manner and also to 

reduce the cost of cultivation and enhance the productivity. 

 

Agricultural Credit 

 The Annual Credit Plan for the year 2020-21 is Rs.1,28,660 crores towards Agriculture Credit which is 11.88% 

increase over previous year. An amount of Rs. 1,08,800 Cr (85%) was disbursed during 2020-21. 

 

Livestock Population Status as per latest Livestock Census, 2019 

 Andhra Pradesh takes pride in having famous and worldrenowned Livestock breeds like Ongole and Punganur 

in cattle, Godavari Buffaloes, Nellore in Sheep and Aseel in Poultry. As per the latest Livestock Census 2019, the 

Livestock resources in the State consist of 340.67 lakh total Livestock & 1075.11 lakh poultry. 

 

AP-AMUL Paalavelluva (YSR Cheyutha) 

 The State Government is determined to increase the income of the women farmers and their families under the 

scheme by encouraging popular livelihood activities through purchase of animals Cows & Buffaloes (Pregnant 

heifers, milch animals) under YSR Cheyutha scheme through appropriate procedures for finalization of 

specifications and rates. The scheme envisaged with a project cost of Rs. 3517 crores is expected to benefit 4.69 

lakh women. 

 

Fisheries 

 Andhra Pradesh has favorableagro-climatic conditions for the growth of fisheries and aquaculture sector. The 

State is contributing about 29.7% of National fish production and is a major exporter of Shrimp in India with share 

of 40.4% in total value of sea food exports of the country during 2019-20. 

 

 Under Y.S.R. MatsyakaraBharosa, relief is provided to marine fishermen families during fishing ban period. The 

Government enhanced the relief from Rs.4000/ to Rs.10000/-. An amount of Rs.109.23 Crores was spent to benefit 

109231 fishermen families. 

 

Forest 

 Its varied topography ranging from the hills of Eastern Ghats and Nallamala's to the shores of Bay of Bengal 

supports varied ecotypes, which in turn support a rich diversity of flora & fauna. 

 As per Indian State Forest Report 2019 Andhra Pradesh state forest cover an area of 37392.24 Sq. Kms, which 

amount to 22.94% of the total geographical area. Out of this, Very Dense Forest is 1994.22 Sq. Kms, Moderate 
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Dense Forest is 13938.36 Sq. Kms, Open Forest is 13204.82 Sq.Kms, and Scrub Forest is 8254.84 Kms. 

 

Industries 

 Manufacturing sector, accounting for about 11% of the GSDP, remains the high focus area in the state. The 

government has identified competitive MSMEs as a central theme for developing the MSME sector.  

 The Government is planning to lay emphasis on the manufacturing sector duly identifying value creation and 

enhancement opportunities, making the VizagChennai Industrial Corridor (VCIC) and Chennai-Bangalore 

Industrial Corridor as viable options to promote growth and enhance the employment avenues. 

 

Industrial Development Policy 2020-23 

 The Andhra Pradesh Government have introduced the AP Industrial Development Policy (IDP) 2020-23 

identifying 10 thrust areas to propel economic growth, with manufacturing as the high priority sector that would 

create large scale employment. 

 

'YSR AP One'- a one- stop resource and support centre for industries 

 'YSR AP One' would provide handholding support (to investors) during pre-establishment and setting up of 

industrial units. The major incentive a prospective investor gets under the new policy is the reimbursement of 

State Goods and Services Tax for five years (capped to Fixed Capital Investment) for medium, large and mega 

industries linked to employment creation. 

 

Dr. Y.S.R. Navodayam Scheme 

 The MSME sector, which contributes immensely for the economic development of the State and employment 

creation, needs lot of credit support from the Financial Institutions and also timely help in times of stress. RBI has 

decided to permit a One-Time Restructuring (OTR) of existing loans to MSMEs classified as 'standard' without a 

downgrade in the asset classification. 

 

YSR JaganannaBaduguVikasam 

 Government introduced a new scheme 'Jagananna YSR BaduguVikasam' as part of special industrial policy 2020- 

23 under which a series of incentives have been announced for the benefit industrialists from SC and ST 

communities in order to achieve inclusive growth through economic upliftment by providing a special package of 

incentives for Entrepreneurs belonging to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. The scheme aims to make the 

scheduled castes and scheduled tribes people self-reliant in the Andhra Pradesh State. 

 

Industrial Corridors 

 Government is undertaking the development of Chennai Bengaluru Industrial Corridor (CBIC) with Vizag- 

Chennai Industrial Corridor (VCIC). As part of CBIC, Krishnapatnam node has been identified for development 

in Andhra Pradesh. The Shareholder's Agreement (SHA) and State Support Agreement(SSA) have been executed 

and a Joint Venture Company by the name ―NICDIT Krishnapatnam Industrial City Development Limited‖ has 

been incorporated. Further Hyderabad Bangalore Industrial Corridor is also identified to be developed along with 

CBIC and VCIC. 
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Irrigation 
 There are major, medium and minor rivers in Andhra Pradesh, of which Godavari, Krishna, Pennar, Vamsadhara 

and Nagavali are prominent rivers in peninsular India. To provide water security, the state government is going 

forward with a strategy for scientific management of water resource by adopting combination of supply side and 

demand side measures depending on the local conditions by utilizing advanced technological tools. 

 

Irrigation Potential created 

 Creation of Irrigation Potential continued to be the most prioritized 

area. So far 105.79 lakh acres of irrigation potential has been 

created up to March 2021 under major anicuts on Krishna, 

Godavari and Pennar rivers, Projects like Nagarjuna Sagar, Telugu 

Ganga, Somasila, SRBC, Vamsadhara, Medium Irrigation projects 

and Minor Irrigation schemes. 

 

Projects under Jalayagnam 

 The works of Polavaram and PoolaSubbaiahVeligonda projects 

and other ongoing projects are under brisk Progress. The Polavaram and PoolaSubbaiahVeligonda project Phase-I 

are scheduled to be completed by 2021 and PoolaSubbaiahVeligonda Project Phase-II by 2023. 

 Out of 54 Jalayagnam Irrigation Projects proposed in the divided state of Andhra Pradesh, 14 Projects are 

completed and in 2 other Projects, Phase-I is completed. 

 The other Jalayagnam Projects are prioritized based on their progress, balance funds required and the benefits 

that will be accrued. Action plan is chalked out for completion of these projects in phased manner in the next 3 

years. 

 

Restoration of Minor Irrigation Tanks – NAVARATHNALU 

 Restoring the existing Minor Irrigation Tanks by taking up de-silting of tanks, arresting the leakages from bund, 

breach restoration, repairs and Reconstruction of weirs & sluices. 
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SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE 

 

1. Population:  

Andhra Pradesh is the tenth largest state in the Country, in terms of population. As per the 2011 Census, the State 

accounts for 4.10 per cent of the total population of the country.. Among the districts, East Godavari district is the 

most populous district in the State whereas Vizianagaram accounts for the lowest population. 

2. Sex Ratio:  

Sex ratio, the number of females per 1,000 males has shown a declining trend in the State till 1991. The sex ratio in 

the State was up from 983 in 2001 to 997 in 2011 and is higher than all India figures of 943 in 2011. Sex ratio 

continues to be favourable in Vizianagram and Srikakulam districts. The Districts of East Godavari, 

Visakhapatnam, West Godavari and Guntur have registered a progressive sex ratio moving from less than 1,000 

category to more than 1,000 from 2001 to 2011. 

3. Population Density:  

The density of population for Andhra Pradesh is 304 persons per square kilometre, as against 382 persons per 

square kilometre at all India level in 2011. Krishna district has the highest density at 518 while YSR and Prakasam 

districts have the lowest population density with less than 200. 

4. School Education:  

The government provides schooling facility to school aged population of 72.78 lakh children (Aadhaar linked 

enrolment). 

5.  Universal Access in School Education:  

Andhra Pradesh has achieved 99% access at elementary level and 91.5% at secondary level. 

 

JaganannaAmmavodi:  

 To ensure that poverty of the parents does not come in the way of educating their children, the Government of 

Andhra Pradesh has launched a unique and innovative scheme ―JaganannaAmmavodi‖. Under the scheme, 

government is providing financial assistance of Rs. 15,000/- per annum to each mother or recognized guardian 

from Below Poverty Line (BPL) families who are sending their children to schools or colleges from Class I to XII 

(Intermediate Education) in all government and Private recognized management schools / colleges in the State. 

 

Bio-metric Attendance 

 The e-Hazar Project (Aadhaar enabled Bio-Metric Attendance System (AEBAS)) is being implemented in a phased 

manner in all High Schools, Upper Primary Schools, Teacher Training Institutes and all School Education 

administrative offices. The government has embarked on a mission to create Bio-metric Attendance Registers to 

monitor attendance of Students and Teachers in order to check student enrolment with daily attendance, curb 

allegations of misuse of funds allocated for mid-day meal and false entries in account books. 

 

Minority Education 
Vidya Varadhi (Online Programme)  

 The Samagra Shiksha is conducting online teaching programmes to Urdu medium students from classes 6th to 

10th in Doordarshan, Saptagiri channel from June 2020 onwards for the academic year 2020-21. 

 

Mother Tongue based Multi Lingual Education in Tribal Areas 

 The APSS has initiated this project from 2019-20 for Primary classes for all subjects and developed in the needy 

tribal languages of Savara in Srikakulam & Vizianagaram, Konda, Kuvi& Adivasi Oriya in Visakhapatnam, Koya 

in East Godavari & West Godavari, Sugali/Lambada in Kurnool, Ananthapuram, Prakasam, Guntur, Krishna and 

YSR Kadapa districts. 

 

Jaganna Vidya Kanuka (Supply of Student Kits): 

 Government of AP have supplied the Students Kits consisting of three (3) pairs of uniforms, set of notebooks, text 

books, a pair of shoes and two (2) pairs socks, a belt and school bag to all the students studying from Classes I to 
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X in all the Government/MPP/Municipal/ Residential Schools of Education & Welfare Departments/ Ashram 

Schools/Aided Schools/ Model Schools/ KGBVs/ Registered Madarsas in the State. 

 

Health 
1. Dr. YSRAarogyasri Health Care Trust 

The objective of the scheme is to provide end to end cashless health care services to the BPL families identified by 

the Government in Empaneled Network Hospitals for 2436 procedures with financial limit of Rs. 5 Lakhs per 

family per annum. 

2. Aarogyaraksha 

The APL families are covered under Dr. YSR Aarogyasri scheme with a premium collection of Rs.1200/- per 

family member per year and implemented w.e.f 07.04. 2017. The financial coverage is Rs 2.00 lakhs per year per 

individual. Entitled for Semi-private ward. 

3. Amrutha Health Scheme for Orphans and destitute 

The Orphans and destitute in old age homes, managed / recognized by the State Government are covered under 

Dr. YSR Aarogyasri scheme. 

 

Dr. YSR KantiVelugu 

 The Government of Andhra Pradesh initiated a unique Special innovative Programme ―Dr.YSRKantiVelugu‖ - 

Mass Eye Screening to provide comprehensive Primary, Secondary and Tertiary Eye care services to the 

population at free of cost, to be implemented in 6 Phases over a period of 3 years on a mission mode from 

10.10.2019 to 31.01.2022.The programme has been launched on 10.10.2019 on the occasion of ―World Sight Day‖. 

 

YSR SAMPOORNA POSHANA PLUS (+) AND YSR SAMPOORNA POSHANA SCHEME  

 To address the problem of anemia and malnutrition among pregnant and lactating mothers and children aged 6 

months to 72 months, YSR SampoornaPoshana Plus and YSR SampoornaPoshana scheme was introduced for 

supplementary nutrition through Anganwadi centres at a annual budget of Rs. 1,863.11 Cr has been allocated for 

the nutrition of Pregnant women, Lactating mothers and Children. Milk and Egg are being given on daily basis to 

all 23,70,000 children aged 6 months to 72 months and 6,46,000 Pregnant and Lactating women who are enrolled 

in the Anganwadis. 
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Tribal Welfare 

 According to census, 2011, the tribal population of Andhra Pradesh is 27.39 lakhs constituting 5.53 percent of the 

total population of the State. The scheduled areas extend over 14,132.56 sq kms, which is about 8.82 percent of 

total area of the State, with 5,318 villages spread in Srikakulam, Vizianagaram, Vishakapatnam, East Godavari 

and West Godavari districts. There are 34 ST communities living in the State. Of the 27.39 lakh tribal population, 

10.54 lakh are found in the above 5 districts. 

 The ST literacy rate is 48.83% (Female 39.40%, Male 58.37%). Government accorded high priority for development 

of Tribals. Major focus is on Education, Health, Skill Development, and creation of social infrastructure including 

road connectivity and supply of drinking water in tribal areas. 

 

Tribal Sub Plan 

 The total budget under STC (earlier TSP) for the financial year 2020-21 is Rs. 5,177.54 Crores distributed to (47) 

line departments covering (268) schemes. Out of which an amount of Rs.4731.91 Cr. (91%) was incurred. 

 Under the Scheduled Tribes and other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006, the 

Schedules Tribes (STs) and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (OTFDs) who are dwelling in the Forest land for 

years, and eking out their livelihood from the Forest produce prior to 13-12-2005, are eligible for Forest Rights on 

the Forest lands. The STs and OTFDs are eligible for Forest Rights on the Forest lands, as aforementioned up to a 

maximum of 10 Acres per family. 

 

 

IMPORTANT SCHEMES 

 

Navaratnalu 
The nine Navratna Welfare Schemes are: 

 

1. YSR RaithuBharosa 

 Every farmer to be provided Rs 50000 financial assistance. For crop sowing farmers to get Rs 12500 during May 

itself. 

 Farmers need not worry about crop insurance. Government to pay crop insurance premium on behalf of farmers. 

 Interest free Crop loans to be provided to farmers. 

 Free bore-wells to be provided to farmers. 

 9 hours Free electricity during day time for agriculture purpose. 

 Aqua culture farmers to get electricity @ Rs 1.50 per unit. 

 Rs 3000 crores corpus fund allotted to prices stabilisation. Rates to be declared before crop sowing. Farmers to be 

assured Minimum support price. 

 Rs 4000 crores allotted for Natural disaster Relief fund. 

 Every constituency to be provided with cold storages, go-downs. Food processing units to be established where 

necessary. 

 Cooperative sector will be revived during the first year. Every dairy farmer who participates in a cooperative 

dairy from the second year onwards gets Rs. 4 bonus per liter. 

 Toll Tax and Road Tax to be waived off for Agriculture Tractors. 

 Rs 7 Lakh YSR Bhima to be provided to the family of farmer for accidental death or suicide. Act will be passed in 

the assembly to ensure amount does not land into the hands of loaner and government will stand by the deceased 

farmer family. 

2. Fee reimbursement, Youth Employment & Job Creation 

 Education expenditure will be borne for poor. 

 Rs. 20,000 per student per annum to be provided in addition to fees reimbursement, boarding and lodging. 

3. Arogyasri 

 YSR Aarogyasri cover for all categories with annual income less than Rs. 5 lakh. 

 Aarogyasri applicable for all medical expenses above Rs. 1000/-. 
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 Free medical treatment through Aarogyasri. 

 Aarogyasri treatment applicable through out country. 

 All diseases and operations to be covered under Aarogyasri. 

 Financial assistance to the family of person during rest after operation or medical treatment. 

 Rs. 10,000/- pension per month to be provided to the persons suffering with Kidney, Thalassemia and perineal 

diseases. 

 All government hospitals to modernized in two years at par with corporate hospitals for better Aarogyasri 

treatment. Photo of the government hospitals would be displayed. As per requirement the number of Doctors 

would be increased. 

4. YSR Jalayagnam 

 Jalayagnam dream projects of late Dr YSR to be completed. 

 Polavaram, Poolasubbayya, Veligonda and other projects to be completed in war footing basis. 

 Safe water for drinking and water for cultivation to be provided. Ponds to be modernized to improve water 

tables. 

5. Ban on Alcohol 

 Liquor is one of the main reason for dispute in families. 

 Human relations are collapsing. 

 Ban on Alcohol will be implemented in three stages. Alcohol use to be limited to 5 star hotels. 

6. Amma Vodi 

 Mothers of poor families need not worry about children education. 

 Financial assistance of Rs. 15,000/- given to mothers for children education. 

7. YSR Asara, YSR Cheyuta 

 Loans of Women Cooperative Societies would be paid to them directly in four installments. 

 0% interest loans will be issued to the women and the interest will be borne by the government to the bankers. 

 YSR Chevuta to be provided to BC, SC, ST, Minority women. 

 Present Corporations system will be revamped and transparent system would be put in place. 

 Rs. 75000 to be granted after first year to women above 45 years age of BC, SC,ST and minorities through various 

corporations as YSR Chevuta. 

8. Housing for all poor 

 Housing for all home less poor families irrespective of parties, cast, religion, category. 

 25 lakhs houses to be constructed in 5 years. 

 House sites to be provided to house less poor people along with registration and construction. 

 Registration to be done in the name of female persons in the house at time of hand over. 

 Tie-up with banks for loans @ 25 paise against the newly constructed house. 

9. Pensions – Enhancement 

 Pension age limit to be decreased to 60 from 65 years. 

 Senior citizen pension to be gradually increased to Rs. 3000/-. 

 Rs. 3000/- pensions for Differently abled persons. 

 

Jagananna Amma Vodi:  

 The objective of Jagananna Amma Vodi Schemes is to provide Financial assistance of Rs. 15,000/- per annum to 

each mother or recognized guardian who is below poverty line household and sending their children to schools 

/colleges i.e., from Classes I to XII (Intermediate Education). G.O.MS.No. 79 Dated: 04-11-2019. (275122) STs 

benefitted with an amount of Rs. 412.68 Cr during 2019-20. (284212) STs benefitted with an amount of Rs. 397.90Cr 

during 2020- 21.  

Jagananna Vidya Deevena (RTF):  

 The objective of Jagananna Vidya Deevena (RTF) is to provide reimbursement of tuition fee to eligible ST 

students. Government issued guidelines vide G.O. Ms. No.115, Social Welfare (Edn) Dept., Dt.30.11.2019 for 

sanction of Jagananna Vidya Deevena (RTF). (76595) ST students benefitted with an amount of Rs.113.76 Cr 

during 2019- 20 and (9344) ST students benefitted with an amount of Rs.12.85 Cr during 2020-21. 
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JaganannaVasathiDeevena (MTF):  

 The objective of JaganannaVasathiDeevena (MTF) Schemes is to provide Rs. 10,000/- per person to ITI students, 

Rs. 15,000/- per person to Polytechnic students, Rs. 20,000/- per person for other Degree and above courses per 

year to every eligible student for food and hostel expenses. (G.O. Ms. No. 115 Dated:30-11-2019). (54287) ST 

Students benefitted with an amount of Rs.41.39 Cr during 2019-20.  

 

YSR Vahanamitra:  

 This scheme provides financial assistance of Rs. 10,000/- per annum to Self-Owned Auto/Taxi Drivers towards 

insurance, fitness certificate, repairs and other requirements. 8764 STs are benefitted with an amount of Rs.8.76 Cr 

during 2019-20 and 10552 STs benefitted with an amount of Rs.10.55 Cr during 2020-21. 

 

YSR Cheyutha:  

 Under the scheme financial assistance is extended to the women belonging to BC, SC, ST and Minority 

Communities who are in the age group of 45 – 60 years (except the women beneficiaries already covered under 

YSR Pension Kanuka) with a sum of Rs. 75,000/- in four phases (in four years) through various Welfare 

Corporations to create access to enhanced livelihood opportunities, income generation and wealth creation at the 

household level, on a sustainable basis leading to better standards of living. 1,34,409 ST women were benefitted 

with an amount of Rs.252.02 Cr during 2020-21. 

 

JaganannaChedodu:  

 The scheme provides financial assistance to Rajakas, Nayee Brahmins and Tailors belonging to all communities 

who are living below poverty line. The financial assistance would be Rs. 10,000/- per annum. 3464 ST Rajakas, 

Nayee Brahmins and Tailors benefitted with an amount of Rs.3.46 Cr during 2020-21. 

 

YSR NethannaNestham:  

 The scheme provides Rs. 24,000/- per annum to every weaver family who owns a Handloom to modernize their 

equipment and to compete with the power looms sector. 265 ST waivers are benefitted with an amount of Rs. 1.20 

cr during 2020- 21.  

 

YSR MatsyakaraBharosa:  

 Financial Assistance @ Rs. 10,000/- for each fishermen family during the ban period is provided under the 

scheme. 292 ST fishermen benefitted with an amount of Rs.0.29 Cr during 2020-21. 

 

YSR Pension Kanuka:  

 The scheme YSR Pension Kanuka is a part of the welfare measure to ameliorate the hardships of the poor and 

vulnerable sections of the society particularly the old and infirm, widows, and persons with disability to secure a 

dignified life. 3,60,855 STs benefitted with an amount of Rs. 833.92 Cr during 2020-21 (as on February, 2021).  

 

Jagananna Chedodu:  

 The scheme provides financial assistance to Rajakas, Nayee Brahmins and Tailors belonging to all communities 

who are living below poverty line. The financial assistance would be Rs. 10,000/- per annum. 3464 ST Rajakas, 

Nayee Brahmins and Tailors benefitted with an amount of Rs.3.46 Cr during 2020-21. YSR Aasara: Under the 

scheme, the entire bank outstanding loan amount as on 11.04.2019 will be reimbursed directly to the Groups 

Savings accounts of the SHG women in four instalments from financial year 2020-21 through the respective 

welfare Corporations. 29843 STs benefitted with an amount of Rs.169.60 Cr during 2020-21. 
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POVERTY 

 

Poverty - current standings 

 As per the official estimates of the Planning 

Commission for the year 2011-12, the poverty ratios 

for rural and urban areas of united Andhra Pradesh 

were 10.96% and 5.81% respectively and the Head 

Count Ratio for the combined ratio stands at 9.20%. 

The corresponding figures for All India during the 

same period were 25.70%, 13.70% for rural and urban 

areas and the combined was 21.92%.  

 

Employment and Unemployment 

 The PLFS Survey reveals that nearly 45.4% of the AP 

State's population (All age groups) is in labour force. 

The participation, however, is better in rural areas as 

compared to urban areas. The lesser (although better 

than India) overall Labour Force Participation Rate 

(LFPR) in AP was primarily due to lower LFPR for 

females, which was 32.2% only. However, when compared to All India (18.6%), the LFPR for females is fairly 

higher in the AP state. 

 The unemployment rate is lower in AP (5.3%) as compared to India (5.8%). Unemployment is highest in people 

aged between 15-29 years and as age advances, the problem appearsto cease. 

 

Nutrition related outcomes in Andhra Pradesh - Current Scenario: 

 As per Comprehensive National Nutrition Survey (CNNS), 

2019 anemia is higher in the children in the age-group 1- 4 

years and this hovers around 40% both in the case of AP state 

and India as well. Anaemia among girls in the adolescent age-

group is more serious and is even more alarming in the case of 

India. 

 

Infant Mortality Rate:  

 The Infant Mortality Rate in Andhra Pradesh has reduced to 29 

from 41 by the year 2018 in a span of 7 years. 

 

Maternal Mortality Ratio:  

 The Maternal Mortality Ratio MMR (the number of mothers dying per 1 lakh live births) has shown a significant 

progress during the last 7 years. While there is a decline of 62% in MMR in seven year span for country, AP 

recorded a better progress with 67% decline. 

 

ECONOMIC GROWTH 

 

GSDP Estimates at constant (2011-12) Prices 

 As per the Advance Estimates, the GSDP at constant (2011-12) prices for the year 2020-21 is estimated at 

Rs.6,51,624crores as against Rs.6,68,848 crores for 2019- 20 (FRE) indicating a contraction of 2.58% in comparison 

with the All India GDP growth rate of -8.0% for 2020-21. 

 National Statistical Office (formerly CSO), Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation, Govt. of India in 

its Second Advance Estimates has estimated the GDP of the Country for the year 2020-21 at Rs. 134.09 lakh crores, 

as against Rs. 145.69 lakh crores in 2019-20(FRE) and registered a contraction in growth rate by 8.0 percent due to 
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Covid-19 as compared to the growth rate of 4.0 % in 2019-20 (FRE). 

 The sectoral growth rates of GVA of Andhra Pradesh at constant (2011-12) prices are Agriculture: 4.16%, Industry: 

-3.26% and Services sector: -6.71%. 

 The Per Capita Income (NSDP) of Andhra Pradesh at current prices has registered a growth of 1.03 percent as it 

increased from Rs.1,68,480 in 2019-20 (FRE) to Rs.1,70,215 in 2020-21, as compared to the Per Capita Income of All 

India which has declined from Rs. Rs.1,34,186 (AE) in 2019-20 to Rs.1,27,768(AE) in 2020- 21. 

 

Industry Potential of Andhra Pradesh 

 Andhra Pradesh, over the years, has established a strong presence in agro and food processing, textiles, chemicals 

& petrochemicals, pharmaceuticals, metallurgy, electronics and electrical engineering sectors. 

 

Sector wise major districts by output 

Government of Andhra Pradesh has identified 10 thrust areas for greater focus: 

1. Agro& Food Processing 

2. Life sciences (including pharmaceutical, biotechnology & medical equipment) 

3. Textile & Apparel 

4. Electronics & Information Technology 

5. Aerospace& Defence Manufacturing 

6. Automobiles& Auto Components 

7. Petroleum, Chemicals, (including Fertilizers) and Petrochemicals 

8. Energy 

9. Mineral based industry 

10. Leather 

 
 

Important Tribes in Andhra Pradesh 

Jatapu: 

 Jatapus are primarily residing in forest and hill areas in Vizianagaram district particularly in the Mandals of 

GLPuram, Kurupam and Komarada. Population of Jatapus is 44%, out of the total tribal population in the district. 



P a g e  | 26 

 

 

Kondadora: 

 Konda Doras are most of them residing in plain areas. They are living in thatched houses. 

 These are mainly concentrated in mandals of Saluru, Pachipenta and Makkuva in TSP area, Parvathipuram. 

 Population of Kondadoras is 24%, out of the total tribal population in the district. Their main occupation is 

agriculture and also doing fishing activity. Their spoken language is Telugu. 

 

Savara: 

 Savara community is found inhabiting mainly hill slopes and near hill streams particularly in the mandals of 

Gummalakshmipuram and Kurupam in Vizianagaram District. Savaras are considered as Particularly Vulnerable 

Tribal Groups (PVTGs). Their population is 31983(13% of total ST population in the district). 

 Literacy rate is very low in this community. 

 

Gadaba: 

 Gadabas are predominantly found in Saluru, Pachipenta, Jiyammavalasa and Parvathipuram mandals and small 

number in other plain areas in the district. They live in huts. Their population is 19164 (9.5% of total ST 

population of the district). Gadabas speak their own dialect called‖ GADABA‖. 

 

Mannedora:  

 The tribe that has less percentage among tribal community in the district of Vizianagaram is Manne Dora. In the 

villages of certain plans of the frontier regions of Andhra and Orissa, this tribe is settled and they are very less in 

number 

 

Mukhadora:  

 The Mukha Dora‘s appear in Vizianagaram district in less percentage. They are one of the ancient Tribal Group 

living in rural and urban areas. They speak their own language which belongs to Dravidian languages. 

 The Mukha Dora population numbers just over 40,000, according to the 2001 census, and about 30,000 of them 

speak Mukha Dora. 

 

PLACES OF INTEREST 

 

KaasiVisweswara temple 

 This temple is located in Addapuseela Village in Parvathipuram it is a 15th Century temple. Shiva lingam in this 

temple is said to be looks white from Pournami to Amavasya and black from Amavasya to pournami. 

 

Thotapalli Barrage 

 Thotapalli Barrage is located in Garugubilli Mandal, Vizianagaram district of Andhra Pradesh State. It was named 

after the freedom fighter and Political leader Sardar Gouthu Latchanna.  

 In 1908, the old Thotapalli regulator was constructed across the Nagavali River with a 64,000 acres irrigation 

potential. The regulator was replaced by the current barrage which has a 2.51 Tmcft storage capacity and an 

additional 56,000 acres irrigation potential. 

 

Thonam Waterfalls, Salur 

 Thonam is a Village in Salur Mandal in Vizianagaram District of Andhra Pradesh State, India. It belongs to 

Andhra region . It is located 75 KM towards North from District head quarters Vizianagaram. It has a Water Fall 

nearby near DiguvaMendangi.  

 

Tadikonda waterfalls 

 Located in Gummalakshmipuram Mandal of Vizianagaram District. Best Waterfalls same as ArakuChaparai. 

. 

Durgapadu Waterfalls at Rayagada 

 Durgapadu Waterfalls is located at Sikabadi The water fall is surrounded by forests and hills. The water of this 
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waterfalls flows through the springs from top of the hills.  

 

Sambara Polamaba Temple, Makkuva, Vizianagaram 

 Legend has it that 300 years ago Sambarasura, a demon, used to torture the locals and kill the cattle. In answer to 

the prayers of the villagers, the Goddess fought with the demon and killed him. The village came to be known as 

Sambara since then, and prayers are offered to the saviour Goddess as Polamamba. People here believe that after 

killing Sambarasura, Goddess Polamamba turned herself into a Neem tree and blesses the devout with health and 

wealth. Situated on the banks of River Gomukhi, in Makkuva mandal, Sambara draws lakhs of devotees every 

year for its annual temple festival. People come from Vizianagaram, Srikakulam, Visakhapatnam districts in A.P., 

and Koraput and Rayagada districts in Odisha as well. The temple is located inMakkuva Mandal and at distance 

of 65 KM from Vizianagaram Town and 30 KM from Parvathipuram town. 

 

FAMOUS SPIRITUAL PLACES 

 

1. Sri Venkateswara Swamy Temple, Tirupati: 

Tirumala is the riches pilgrimage centre in the world.  It is the abode of Lord Venkateswara located atop 

Seshachalam Hills often called as Seven Hills.  The temple of Lord Venkateswara was built by Thondaman King 

and reformed periodically by Cholas, Pandyas and Vijayanagar.  The Temple rites were formalized by 

Ramanujacharya in the 11th Century A.D.  These hills are 980 meters above the sea level and is about 10.33 square 

miles in area.  Tirumala temple is next to Vatican city in Rome in terms of income. 

 

2. Sri Kalahasti Temple, Srikalahasti:  

Srikalahasthi is located on the banks of river Swarnamukhi.  It is one of the important Saiva Kshetras  of South 

India.  The name of the place Srikalahasthi comes from three animals Sri (Spider), Kala (Snake) and Hathi 

(Elephant) who worshipped shiva and gained salvation here. 

 

3. Sri Varasidhi Vinayaka Swamy Temple ,Kanipakam:  

Vinayaka Temple or Sri Varasidhi Vinayaka Swamy Temple is a Hindu Temple of Ganesha. It is located at 

Kanipakam in Chittoor district of  Anhra Pradesh. The temple is about 11 km from Chittoor and 68 km from 

Tirupati.According to legend, there were three brothers who were mute, deaf and blind.  

They were digging a well to fetch water to their field. The device they were using fell into the well hitting hard 

object. When they dug further, blood started to gush out of the well and the three got rid of their disabilities. The 

villagers rushed to the spot and found deity of Ganesha. Villagers dug further, but they were not able to find the 

base of the deity. The deity sits in the well which is always full of water. 

 

4. Kodandarama Swamy Temple,Vontimitta:  

The largest-and most famous temple of Kadapa district is the Kodandarama Swamy Temple in Vontimitta (or 

Ontimitta). Set in a sprawling walled complex, the temple has three lofty gopurams and mandapas with a wealth 

of ornate carvings depicting Rama and his acolytes. he sanctum and attached pillared hall were built earlier 

(reportedly in the 14th century), while the gopuram and central mandapa were added later.While earlier the 

official Ramanavami celebrations of the state were held in Bhadrachalam, after Andhra's bifurcation, the 

Kodandarama Swamy Temple was chosen as the venue. The Brahmotsavam of the temple falls around 

Ramanavam (March-April). There are plans to develop the shrine as a spiritual centre on the lines of Tirumala. 

 

5. Laksmi Narasimha Swamy Temple, Kadiri:  

The Laxmi Narasimha Swamy Temple at Kadiri is one of the most important temples dedicated to the deity in the 

Anantapuram district. The temple authorities claim that the deity's chariot here is the largest amongst those of all 

south Indian temples. 

Most of the inscriptions on the shrine's walls date back to the Vijayanagara Era and are in Telugu. These mention 

that the temple was built during the reign of Bukkaraya I. Other structures, such as the thousand pillar pavilion, 

were constructed over subsequent centuries. However, the shrine has been extensively painted over and thus, 
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looks like it was built in recent times. 

 

6. Sri Veerabhadra Swamy Temple, Lepakshi:  

Situated in Anantapuram district, the temple town of Lepakshi is seeped in mythological grandeur. The larger-

than-life sculptures and exquisite friezes here are a rich repository of stories from Hindu mythology. It has shrines 

dedicated to Shiva, Vishnu, Papanatheswara, Raghunatha, Rama and other deities.Whether it is the smaller 

carvings on the pillars of the Veerabhadra Temple or the monolithic Nandi, said to be the largest in the world. The 

ceilings of the Natya and Ardha Mandapa have several murals illustrating scenes from the Mahabharata, 

Ramayana and Puranas.  

The central portion of the roof has a mural of Lord Veerabhadra, Ranked by the builders of the temple Virupanna 

and Viranna. Measuring 23 ft 13 ft, it is probably the largest mural in Asia. There are also representations of at 

least 15 avatars of Shiva. 

One of the major highlights of the temple is the Hanging Pillar,which seems like the 70 other pillars in the vicinity, 

but does not actually rest on the ground.  

A gigantic statue of Nandi, also known as Basavanna, is located about 200 mts away from the temple.The seated 

bull faces the Nagalingeshwara sculpture inside the temple. It is decorated with a necklace and garland of bells. 

At a height of 15 ft and length of 27 ft, it is the largest monolithic stone statue of Nandi in the country.The 

perfectly-proportioned body, finely carved ornaments and smooth contours make this colossal structure a 

popular photo of among tourists. 

 

7. Mahanandiswara Swamy Temple, Mahanandi:  

It is located east of the Nallamala Hills. It is encircled by woods. There are nine Nandi shrines, known as Nava 

Nandulu, within 15 km of Mahanandi. One of the Nava Nandis is Mahanandi. Here lies the Mahanandiswara 

Swamy Temple, an important shrine.  

The temple dates back to over 1,500 years. The inscriptions of tablets from the 10th century speak of the temple 

being repaired and reconstructed several times. Mahanandi, Shivanandi, Vinayakanandi, Somanandi, 

Prathamanandi, Garudanandi, Suryanandi, Krishna nandi (also known as Vishnunandi) and Naganandi are these 

nine temples. 

To celebrate Maha Shivaratri, the Great Night of Shiva, a festival is held here annually during February and 

March. 
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Sri Raghavendra Swamy Mutt, Mantralayam: Mantralayam is situated on the banks of river Tungabhadra and 

Lying 90 kms from Kurnool.  It derived its importance form the Jeevasamadhi of Madhva Saint Sri Raghavendra 

Swamy. The Choultries and Sanskrit School are the real attracting of these places and draws thousands of 

devotees from South India particularly Madhvas. On there the places to see including Raghavendra Swamy 

Brindavan, the tomb that Swamy entered alive, Panchamuki Anjaneya Swamy Temple and Venkateswara Swamy 

Temple are the important visiting spots. 

 

8. Sri Nava Narasimha Swamy Temples, Ahobilam:  

It is the centre of worship of Narasimha, the lion-headed avatar of Vishnu, to whom the nine Hindu temples and 

other shrines all dedicated.Situated amidst dense Nallamala Forest, Ahobilam is one of the 108 DivyaDesams. 

This place is also called as Nava Narasimha Kshetra since Lord Narasimha is worshipped in 9 different forms and 

separate temples exist for all the forms within a radius of 5 km from the main temple. Jwala Narasimha, Ahobila 

Narasimha, Malola Narasimha, Kroda Narasimha, Kaaranja Narasimha, Bhargava Narasimha, Yaogananda 

Narasimha, Chathravata Narasimha and Paavana Narasimha are the nine forms of Lord Narasimha in Ahobilam. 

Ahobilam is traditionally regarded as the place where Vishnu in the form of Narasimha killed the Rakshasa 

Hiranyakashipu in order to save his devotee Prahlada. 

 

9. Sri Mallikarjuna Swamy Temple, Srisailam:  

The temple at Srisailam is the ancient and sacred place of South India. The presiding deity of the place is 

BrahmarambaMallikarjuna Swamy in natural stone formations in the shape of Lingam and is listed as one of the 

twelve Jyotirlingams existing in the country. The Temple built in 14th Century and the walls are carved with 

depictions of elephants hunting scenes and Lord Shiva in different manifestations. Apart from the main temple 

there are other places like Sikhareswaram, the gates of Heaven, Hatakeswaram and PalaDhara – PanchaDhara, 

Sakshi Ganapathi, Sivaji spurthikendra, Pathala Ganga, Chenchu Lakshmi Tribal Museum & Rajeev Gandhi Wild 

life sanctuary etc. are well worth for visit. 

 

10. Sri Amareswara Swamy Temple: 

Amararama temple is in the town of Amaravathi. Lord Shiva is referred to as Amareswara Swamy or 

Amaralingeswara Swamy in this temple. The Amaravati temple is located on the Krishna River‘s southern bank. 

BalaChamundika is Lord Amareswara Swamy‘s consort.Since the Sivalinga is so tall here, the archakas mount a 

pedestal platform on which they conduct regular rituals and Abhisheka. A red stain covers the surface of the 

Linga. It is said that Sivalinga was growing in size and that a nail was pounded into the top of the Sivalinga to 

stop it from growing even larger. It appears that when the nail entered the Linga, blood began to ooze from the 

Sivalinga. 

 

11. Sri TrikooteswaraSwamt Temple, Kotappakonda: 

Kotappakonda is a holy hill which is considered sacred by many visitors and locals. The Kotappakonda Temple is 

dedicated to Lord Shiva and a grand festival is also celebrated annually, which is known as Thirunallu Festival. 

The hill is named after the trinity of Brahma, Shiva, Vishnu, thus it is known as Trikoteswara Swamy. The 

particular shrine is grand and measures 1587 ft. 

 

12. Lord Panakala Lakshmi Narasimha Swamy, Mangalagiri: 

Mangalagiri is a hill of bliss by virtue of the location of the famous temple of Lord Panakala Lakshmi Narasimha 

Swamy. The Lord is popular for his consumption of ½ of the quantity of jaggery water offered by the devotees 

leaving the remaining half as Prasada and that not even a single and is found around, which is conspicious. As 

such the Lord is otherwise popularly known as Panakala Narasimha Swamy or Panakala Swamy. 

 

13. Kanaka Durga Temple, Vijayawada:  

The ancient temple of Kanaka Durga, atop the Indrakeeladri hill on the banks of the Sacred river Krishna in 

Vijayawada, abounds with legends of historical interest.Here Durga is on the right side of Malleswara as against 

the tradition of Goddesses taking their position on the left of their consorts. This shows that Shakthi is 
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predominant on the Indrakeeladri.This is only temple in the world where the main deity (moola varlu) are 

decorated in forms of Sri Saraswati, Sri Maha Lakshmi, Sri Bala Tripura Sundari, Sri Rajarajeswari, Sri 

Mahishasuramardini, Sri Durga devi, Sri Annapurna devi, Sri Gayatri, Sri Lalitha Tripura Sundari. 

 

14. Satyanarayana Swamy temple, Annavaram:  

It is located on the top of the hill in Kakinada city. Lord Satyadev and his life partner, goddess Sri Anantha 

Lakshmi, are this temple‘s presiding deities. The base of the Lord Satyadev idol represents the Lord Brahma. The 

top represents Lord Vishnu, and the middle portion represents Lord Shiva. 

 

Folk Dances of Andhra Pradesh 
A folk dance is a dance that reflects the life of the people of a certain country or region.  

 

The major folk dances of Andhra Pradesh are: 

1. Veera Natyam: It means the dance form of one who is brave. It is a popular dance form in the East and West 

Godavari which includes Kurnool, Ananthapur, Warangal and Kammam districts in Andhra Pradesh in India. 

The Veeranatyam dance not only has cultural significance but also has a significant religious aspect. The 

Veeranatyam dance is performed in honour of the Hindu deity, Lord Shiva. Dancers perform this dancing style in 

the Shaivite temples dedicating to their muse, Shiva who is considered to be the Supreme dancer. 

Veeramusti community, who are the cohorts of the Veerabhadra, the fearsome form of Lord Shiva, are 

acknowledged for practising this dance form. This ancient form of dance is performed in three stages. At first, the 

artist holds the ‗VeerabhadraPallem‘ which is an enormous plate carrying a fired up camphor. The roar of several 

percussions mainly the war drum create an otherworldly ambience along with vigorous dancing style. 

The spirited performance continues till the fire blazes. During this stage, ‗Khadgalu‘ recital is chanted where a 

priest brandishes a sword representing it to be of Lord Veerabhadra. In the second phase, the performers hold a 

long sanctified pole smeared with scared ash known as ‗Vibhuti‘ which represents the deity‘s ‗DhwajaSthamba‘. 

In the last phase, the dancers dance with tridents that pierce into their tongue, hands & ankles which are known 

as ‗Narasam‘. The artists are clad in coloured knee – length ‗dhoti‘and waist sashes. The whole body is smeared 

with the Vibhuti. In recent times, Veeranatyam has taken a shape of an art form and is performed in several 

religious processions. 

 

2. Kuchipudi: Kuchipudi, a pre-eminent Indian classical dance form counted among ten leading classical dance 

forms of India, is a dance-drama performance art that originated in a village of Krishna district of Andhra 

Pradesh, India. Similar to all leading Indian classical dance forms, Kuchipudi too evolved as a religious art rooting 

back to the age-old Hindu Sanskrit text ‗Natya Shastra‘ and connects traditionally with temples, spiritual faiths 

and travelling bards. This ancient dance form finds place in the 10th century copper inscriptions and in 15th 

century texts like ‗MachupalliKaifat‘. Traditionally it is regarded that the sanyassin of Advaita Vedanta sect, 

Tirtha Narayana Yati, and his disciple Siddhendra Yogi initiated, methodized and arranged the present day 

version of the dance form in 17th century. Usually performance repertoire of Kuchipudi that is broadly oriented 

on Lord Krishna and the tradition of Vaishnavism include an invocation, dharavu – short dance, nritta – pure 

dance and nritya – expressive dance respectively. 

While a male character wears dhoti, a female character wears a colourful sari that is stitched with a pleated cloth 

which opens like a hand fan when the dancer stretches or bends her legs while portraying spectacular footwork. 

The ensemble of a Kuchipudi performance includes a Sutradhara or Nattuvanar who is the conductor of the entire 

performance. He recites the musical syllables and uses cymbals to produce rhythmic beat. The story or spiritual 

message is sung either by the conductor or another vocalist or sometimes by the actor-dancers. The musical 

instruments usually include cymbals, mridangam, tambura, veena and flute.   

 

3. Gobbi Dance: This is a popular dance in coastal Andhra during the Samkranti festival. The courtyards of all houses 

are cleaned and decorated with different kinds of rangavallis. Gobbillui.e. balls of cow dung are placed in the middle 

of these designs and worshipped with flowers, kumkum and turmeric. During evenings young girl's gather around 

these gobbillu to dance and sing. This dance is a derived form of Garba described in dance treatises.This is a popular 
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dance in coastal Andhra during the Samkranti festival. The courtyards of all houses are cleaned and decorated with 

different kinds of rangavallis. Gobbillui.e. balls of cow dung are placed in the middle of these designs and 

worshipped with flowers, kumkum and turmeric. During evenings young girl's gather around these gobbillu to 

dance and sing. This dance is a derived form of Garba described in dance treatises. 

 

4. Kolattam Folk Dance: This is a stick dance and very popular dance in Andhra Pradesh. The dance form was 

originated in the Seventh century. This dance form has various names, in various regions of India. In Andhra 

Pradesh, this dance called as KolKollannalu, Kolattam and Kolannalu. 

In early days the dance was performed by women only, gradually the changes occurred in this dance and now the 

dance was performed by both male and female. Generally, this art form is performed during village festivals. The 

dance is the combination of rhythmic movements, songs, and music.The dance is performed by 8 to 40 artists as a 

group and each two artists grouped as a pair. Each one holds the two sticks and moves the sticks.  

 

5. Tappeta folk dance: TappetaGullu dance derives its name from the instrument used in the dance itself. Tappeta is 

an instrument that has the shape of a flat drum. It is widely popular in North Andhra districts like Srikulam, 

Visakhapatnam, and Vizianagaram. TappetaGullu is regarded as a devotional dance as it is performed to please 

the goddess of rain Gangamma.  

In old times, TappetaGullu was used by shepherds to invoke the goddess of the rain. Later, it became popular 

with the general public also. The popularization of the dance gave it exposure outside the villages. When 

TappetaGullu dance is performed in a ritualistic form, first a man takes a water pot decorated with ornaments all 

around the village. After this performance starts in the evening when everyone can witness this performance. 

Themes for the dance are mainly taken from Ramayana or Bhagavata Gita. This performance is also done for lord 

Vishnu. It shows ten incarnations of Lord Vishnu that he has taken in Indian mythology.  

The dancers wear shirts and dhotis. They are not different from daily clothing only the colors which they wear 

while performing are more vibrant than the clothes they wear in daily life. Dancers also wear a bell around their 

ankle. The tappeta drum is tied to their chest so they can perform easily without it getting in their way.  

With time TappetaGullu has become a dance of celebration. It is being performed in ceremonies like marriages. At 

first, it was popular only with Yadavas but later it found its way to all communities. 

 

6. Garagalu/Garika: It is also known as Veta Natyam and is popular in East and west Godavari districts. Garaga 

means an earthen ware vessel which symbolizes the synthesizing of earth, water and sed, occupies an important 

part of wedding celebrations. 

Puli Vesham or VetaNrityam is one of those forms of dances that imitates animals and recreates the feeling of an 

ancient man fighting his way through the terrifying experiences of confronting and overcoming the beasts of the 

forests.  

 

7. Dhimsha Folk Dance: The basic feature of the Dhimsa Dance is its attempt to establish friendship between the 

neighboring villages. The communities join hands and this is perhaps another important aspect of this dance. This 

facet also distinguishes the Dhimsa Dance from the rest. 

The Dhimsa dance is held during the months of March and April. It is generally performed during the wedding 

occasions when the performers bedeck themselves with ornate jewelry and dance in tune to the drum beats. The 

Dhimsa dance is also performed by the performers during the time of the other festivals like anniversaries and 

yearly celebrations.Various types of instruments accompany this dance. They include the Mori, Kiridi, 

Tudumu, Dappu and Jodukommulu. 

 

8. Butta Bommalu: This dance is performed to celebrate happiness during festivals. Some believe that the name of 

the dance has been taken from the king of the place from where this dance was originated. The name of the king 

was Tarakasena. He was a Rakshasha or demon. Some others say that the name is based on the costume of the 

Butta Bommalu dance. The words Butta Bommalu mean basket toys. It is also called the dance of masks.  

Butta Bommalu performers wear a costume made of bamboo sticks, cow dung, paint, and dry grass. It is a doll-

like a costume hollow from the inside. Since it is hollow and made from bamboo sticks it is very light-weighted 

https://www.indianholiday.com/andhra-pradesh/arts-and-crafts/dappu.html
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which makes it easier for the dancer to carry it around while dancing.The dolls are made open at the bottom for 

the dancer to be able to slip in them. They look like dancing puppets. These costumes are painted with colorful 

paints. Every dancer wears a costume on their head, shoulder, and waist. Costumes of Krishna, Rama, Shiva, 

Parvati, Hanuman, etc are very popular.  

This dance can be seen during many festivities in Andhra Pradesh. Which doll is being used depends on the 

festival too. If it‘s Navratri, dolls of goddesses will be used, if it‘s Dussehra dolls of Rama and hanuman will be 

used. The costume of Hanuman is popular among kids. Hanuman dancers do the tricks of a monkey to present 

their role strongly. 

 

Folk Music of Andhra Pradesh 
1. Oggu Katha:  

It derives its name from the ―Damarukam‖, also called the oggu, which initiates the story. It is a traditional 

folklore singing praising and narrating the stories of Hindu Gods Mallana. Mallanna Katha which is performed 

by the OgguPujarulu (minstrels) to their patron community, the seven Kurumas / Gollas. Mallanna Katha is their 

caste myth, which narrates the exploits of Mallanna their caste hero. As the Mallanna Katha is narrated using a 

particular percussion instrument called as "Oggu" by "OgguPujarulu" it is popularly termed as Oggu Katha. It is 

the style of narration, which belongs to a distinct genre with an admixture of song-speech-dance-sequence 

performed by 5 to 7 performers having a lead narrator within them. They also narrate stories on  Beerappa ,  

Yellamma, PedaraasiPeddamma Katha. 

2. GollaSuddulu:  

It is accompanied by drum and horn. They participate in reciting a long verse (Dandakam) on religious occasions 

and offer sacrifices during festival rituals. 

 

Famous Personalities of Andhra Pradesh 
1. Alluri Sitarama Raju:  

Raju is believed to have been born in present-day Andhra Pradesh in 1897 or 1898. He is said to have become a 

sanyasi at the age of 18, and gained a mystical aura among the hill and tribal peoples with his austerity, 

knowledge of astrology and medicine, and his ability to tame wild animals. He was a revolutionary freedom 

fighter during India‘s independence struggle.  

 

2. PottiSreeramulu: 

Sriramulu took part in the Indian Independence Movement and was imprisoned for participating in the 1930 Salt 

Satyagraha.Between 1941 and 1942, he participated in the individual satyagraha and the Quit India movement 

and was imprisoned on three occasions. He fasted in support of Dalit entry rights to the Venu Gopala Swamy 

Temple in Moolapeta, Nellore, rights which were eventually secured. He again fasted to receive favourable 

orders, passed by the Madras government, to further uplift the Dalit community. He is also known as the father of 

Andhra Pradesh. 

 

3. Muktyala Raja:  

Raja VasireddyRamagopala Krishna Maheswara Prasad was the last Raja of Muktyala. He was the driving force 

behind the construction of the world‘s tallest masonry dam, Nagarjuna Sagar Dam. 

 

4. TanguturiPrakasam: 

He was not only a great lawyer, student leader but an excellent writer. Between the years 1907-1920 he became a 

very popular advocate in Madras High Court. He gave up his practice and jumped in to the Non-Cooperation 

Movement. In 1928 he led a brave procession against Simon Commission‘s visit to Madras.He was hailed by his 

fellow satyagrahis as ―Andhra Kesari‖. In October 1953, he became the First Chief Minister of Andhra State and he 

died in May 1957 at Hyderabad. 

 

5. PingaliVenkayya: 

PingaliVenkayya was a freedom fighter and the designer of the Indian National Tricolour flag.  
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6. PuchalapalliSundarayya:  

He participated in the Simon Commission boycott movement in 1928. Puchalapalli Sundaraiah participated in Salt 

Satyagraha Movement in West Godavari. He was the author of a book titled VisalandhraloPrajaRajyamin in 1946. 

He played a very significant role in the Telangana Peasant Armed struggle and led the Communist party. 

 

7. Makineni Basavapunnaiah:  

He was an Indian Communist leader who was a member of Politbureau of the Communist Party of India 

(Marxist) (CPI (M)). He was also the editor of the central organ of CPI (M), People's Democracy magazine. He was 

a member of the Rajya Sabha for 14 years from 3 April 1952 to 2 April 1966. 

 

8. Rani Rudrama Devi:  

She was a ruler of the Kakatiya dynasty from 1261 - 1289 in the Deccan Plateau and one of the few ruling queens 

in Indian history. Since Rudramadevi was the first woman ruler to have ascended the throne in South India. 

 

9. Sarojini Naidu:  

She was a freedom fighter and poet of modern India. Though she was from a Bengali family she was born in 

Hyderabad and married into a telugu family. She was known as ―The Nightingale of India‖. 

 

Famous Handicrafts of Andhra Pradesh 
1. Kondapalli Wood Works:  

Kondapalli wood dolls are very adorable and realistic. The figure‘s face would be very natural that you can find 

almost all kinds of expressions. Kondapalli is a small village near Vijayawada.  

Soft Poniki is used for making these toys. Starting from animals to deities, you can find a lot of wooden structures 

in this village.The popularity of this work is well spread around the country. The reason for this beauty is the 

flexibility of the wood. The wood is marinated to make it flexible enough to carve. Goat hair brushes, tamarind 

seed gum, lime gum and clay are used in the process.  

2. Crochet Lace OfPalakollu:  

Palakollu and Narsapur are two main villages in West Godavari district. Here crocheted laced work is very 

famous. You can find wall hangings, covers, table mats, sheets and curtains made out of this work material. You 

can find lace works in vibrant colours and various shaped. This craft was brought to this land by Scottish 

people. Today more than a lakh of people are making this as their source of living.  

3. Bidri:  

Bidri is an antique metal work. Bidriware is a very common item in the 14th century. Bidar was a small town 

where these metal works were made in the ancient Andhra Pradesh. It is said that sultans of Andra Pradesh 

invited many craftsmen from Iran to make these works for royal palaces and other monuments. 

This style of craft is a mixture of Indian, Persian, Iranian and many other related styled. This metal work is made 

by Zinc mixed with a little amount of copper. After moulding the metal, the engravings are done with silver wire 

and thin silver sheets. The surface becomes very black after it is oxidized and thus Bidriware is formed. 
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Protected Areas (Wildlife Sanctuaries, National Parks & Biosphere Reserves) in Andhra Pradesh 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wildlife Sanctuaries National Parks Biosphere Reserves 

Papikonda WLS Sri Venkateswara NP Seshachalam Hills 

Coringa 

Kolleru 

Kondakarla Ava  

Krishna 

NagarjunsagarSrisailam 

Rolla Padu 

GundlaBrahmeswara 

Sri Lankamalleswara 

Nelapattu 

Pulicat Lake 

Koundinya 

Sri Penusila Narsimha 

Kambalakonda 

 

FLORA AND FAUNA 

 

Flora 
 Andhra  Pradesh  state constitutes  a total  of 2601 species  belonging to 1035genera and 173 families of 

Angiosperms. The state although dominated by tropical flora, also favored the development of subtropical and 

temperate species especially in the Eastern Ghats, which harbors mainly dry  deciduous,  scrub  and  patches  of  

moist  deciduous  and  semi-evergreen  forests. 
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Vegetation types of Andhra Pradesh 

The vegetation of the state can be classified into the following four major types. 

1. Forest vegetation 

2. Coastal vegetation 

3. Aquatic vegetation 

4. Vegetation of wastelands and cultivated fields 

 

Forest (vegetation) types of Andhra Pradesh 

 The types  of vegetation  in any  area are  determined by climatic,  edaphic and biotic factors coupled with 

altitude. The wide variations in climate and topography of the State have resulted in various types of forest 

growth.the forest types  can be categorized into 6 types. Since these forests fall in the tropical zone, all the names 

are preceded by the word ‗tropical‘.  

1. Tropical semi-evergreen forests 

2. Tropical moist deciduous forests 

3. Tropical dry deciduous forests 

4. Tropical dry Savannah forests 

5. Tropical dry evergreen forests 

6. Tropical scrub forests 

 

Tropical semi-evergreen forests 

 These are moist deciduous forests mixed with evergreen elements distributed at an altitude of around 800m and 

are found in Visakhapatnam district (Gudem, Sapparla, Galikonda  and Minumuluru  area) ; Vizayanagaram 

district  (Sithampeta)  ; Srikakulam district  (Palakonda ,  Pathapatnam);  East Godavari  district (Nukalamiddi,  

Maredumilli, Rampa Forest). 

 

Tropical moist deciduous forests 

 In addition to annual rainfall, the extent of dry period will also play an important role in the floristicassemblage of 

deciduous forests. These are typical deciduous forest with high annual rainfall of over 1000mm and with a dry 

period of March-April.  These are of three types. 

 

Northern Tropical Moist Deciduous Sal forests 

 This type of forests found only in Srikakulam district. The forests are dominated bysal, Shorearobusta which 

represents the southern limit of this species. 

 

Southern Tropical Moist Deciduous Forests 

 These  are  found  in  the  districts  of  Vizayanagaram  (Punyagiri  area), Visakhapatnam (Gudem), East Godavari 

(Rampa), West Godavari (Polavaram), Kurnool (Gundlabrahmeswaram), Mahaboobnagar (Appapur) and 

Chittoor (Talakona area). This forest is of predominant in well developed soils with a rainfall of 600-1000mm and 

an altitudinal range of >500m. These forest with more or less pure associations occur as patches along the dry 

deciduous forests. 

 

Southern Tropical Moist Deciduous Riparian Forests 

 These are common along  riverbanks especially along Godavari.  

 

Tropical dry deciduous forests 

 These forests are common throughout the state. The forests are characterized by leaf-fall  by  most  of  the  tree  

species  during  summer  season. 

 

Dry deciduous Teak forests  

 These are distributed mostly in Eastern Ghats of Visakhapatnam, East Godavari, West Godavari. 
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Dry deciduous non-Teak forests 

 These forests are found in the districts of Rayalaseema, Telangana and Nellore. Teak is absent in these  forests.  

Dry  deciduous forests constitute of trees of  10-20m height with 40-60% of canopy cover. 

 

Mixed dry deciduous forests 

 These  are  more  common  in  drier  localities  in  Rayalaseema. In these forests a mixed type of vegetation is seen. 

 

Dry savannah forests 

 These forests,  formed as  a result  of intense   biotic interference,  are scattered throughout the  Eastern Ghats area 

and  are dominated by grasses with isolated  tree growth. 

 

Dry evergreen forests 

 This type of forest occurs in coastal  and plains areas with a  rainfall of about 600  mm and  below at an  altitude of 

less  than 250m.  The soils  are with  lessorganic matter and impoverished.  This type of forest occur in places like 

Poolbaghof Vijayanagaram district, Madugula range of Visakhapatnam, Tekkali and Pathapatnam of Srikakulam, 

Sriharikota island in Nellore district and Mamandur valley in Chittoor district.  

 Sriharikota Island is located in southern most part of Nellore district adjoining the Pulicat Lake. The island and its 

surroundings support dry evergreen vegetation. 

 

Thorny scrub forests 

 These  are  degraded  deciduous  forests  due  to  biotic  interference,  over exploitation, and frequent fires and are 

widely distributed in arid and semiarid parts of Eastern Ghats especially in forest peripheries. 

 

Fauna  
Wildlife in Andhra Pradesh includes rare varieties of animals and birds. Some of the animals found in the region are 

Spotted Deer, Wild Boar, Sloth Bear, Gaur, Panther, Tiger and Jackal Muntjack. 

 

Boundary Disputes with neighbouring states: 

Border Dispute with Odisha 

 Odisha and Andhra Pradesh are locked in a territorial dispute over Kotia gram panchayat since 1960. Disputes 

pertain over 21 villages in Kotia gram panchayat.Residents of Kotia panchayat receive benefits from both Pottangi 

block in Koraput and Salur in Vizianagaram district of Andhra Pradesh. They depend on both the blocks for their 

day to day activities. 

 

Water Dispute between Andhra Pradesh and Odisha 

 In 2006, Odisha sent a complaint to the Central Government under Section 3 of the Inter-State River Water 

Disputes (ISRWD) Act, 1956 regarding its water disputes with Andhra Pradesh pertaining to Inter-State River 

Vamsadhara. 

 

CURRENT AFFAIRS 

 

1. Andhra Pradesh decides to rejoin PM FasalBima Yojana: Andhra Pradesh has decided to implement the PMFBY 

from the Kharif-2022 season.With this decision, crops of more than 40 lakh farmers of the state will get insurance 

cover in case of natural calamity.Andhra Pradesh had opted out from PMFBY in 2020 citing higher premium 

prices. 

2. 125th birth anniversary of Alluri Sitarama Raju on 4 July 2022: Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveiled a 30-ft 

bronze statueof him in Andhra Pradesh.The famed attack on the Chintapalli police station on August 22, 1922, 

with over 300 revolutionaries was carried out by him. 

3. India's 1st cable-cum-suspension bridge across Krishna river: The central government approved construction of 

an iconic cable stayed-cum-suspension bridge across Krishna river connecting Telangana and Andhra Pradesh 
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and passing through the Nallamala forest range. 

4. World Bank extends unconditional loan of $250 million for SALT project: World Bank (WB) has extended an 

unconditional loan of $250 million to the Supporting Andhra's Learning Transformation (SALT) project in 

appreciation of the path-breaking reforms implemented by the State government. 

5. Mondelez India plant in Sri City bags WEF award: Mondelez India's factory in the Sri City in Tirupati district has 

bagged the World Economic Forum's fourth Advanced Industrial Revolution (4IR) 'Digital Lighthouse award'. 

6. Rock painting at Chintakunta, Andhra Pradesh is identified for ‗National Importance‘ tag.  

7. Andhra Pradesh State Wildlife Department has kick-started the first-ever survey of blackbucks along a stretch of 

islands in the Godavari between Dowleswaram andYanam with the goal of drawing up a conservation plan to 

protect the endangered species. 

8. Greenko commences construction of world's largest integrated renewable energy storage project in Andhra 

Pradesh. Greenko Group, a Hyderabad-based clean energy firm, has initiated the construction of the world's 

largest integrated RE storage project with Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister, Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy, performing 

the first concrete pour ceremony for the facility at Kurnool district. 
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