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         Probable Topics For UPSC Mains 2018 

GS-1 

1. Kabir 

GS-2 

Social issues 

2. Ayushman Bharat  

3. National Medical commission Bill 2017 

4. Low women work participation 

5. Women temple entry 

6. Maternity benefits amendment act 2017 

7. Women empowerment schemes 

8. Samagrashiksha scheme 

9. RTE (second) amendment bill 

10. Primary education in India 

11. Higher education in India 

12. UGC 

13. Higher Education Commission of India (HECI) 

14. Institutions of eminence. 

15. National Testing Agency 

16. Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, Protection and Rehabilitation) Bill, 2018 

17. New consumer protection bill 

18. Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Amendment Bill,2018 

19. Challenges of elderly in India 

20. E-Shakti 

Polity 

21. Electoral bonds 

22. Betting legalization 

23. National register for citizens 

24. DNA Technology (Use and Application) Regulation Bill, 2018 

25. Live streaming of judicial proceedings 

26. Issues with Judicial appointments 

27. Mob Lynching 

28. Supreme court verdict on lynching 

29. Judgment on A239 AA Delhi 

30. Section 377 of IPC 

31. Adultery 

32. Euthanasia 
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33. Special category status 

34. Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2016 

35. Net neutrality  

36. Triple talaq judgment 

37. Oxytocin ban 

38. Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2016 

39. Foreign Contribution Regulation Act amendments 

40. Article 35A : Kashmir 

Governance 

41. Right to Information (Amendment) Bill 2018 

42. Motor vehicle amendment bill 

43. Panchayat raj institutions 

44. Lateral entry into civil services 

45. Directly elected mayors 

International relations 

46. India- Africa relations 

47. Rohingya conflict 

48. Trade war 

49. Look west policy of India 

GS-3 

Agriculture 

50. Millets 

51. Zero budget natural farming 

52. Operations Green 

53. Milk sector challenges 

54. Minimum Support price 

55. Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY)  

56. Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bhima Yojana 

57. E-NAM 

58. Soil health card scheme 

59. Important agricultural schemes of government 

60. Government schemes for research and innovation 

61. Atal innovation Mission 

Environment 

62. Plastic pollution 

63. Plastic Waste Management (Amendment) Rules 2018 

64. Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016 
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65. Solid waste management rules 2016 

66. Water crisis 

67. Aerosols 

68. Delhi air pollution 

69. E-waste management rules 

70. Forest fires 

Energy 

71. Bio-fuels 

72. National bio-fuel policy 

73. Electric vehicles 

74. National Electric Mobility Mission Plan (NEMMP) 2020 

75. Pradhan Mantri SahajBijli Har Ghar Yojana–―Saubhagya‖ 

76. Rural electrification in India 

77. Kisan Urja Suraksha evamUtthaanMahabhiyan (KUSUM) 

78. High speed rail project 

Internal security 

79. Challenges of fake messages 

80. Cyber security 

Disaster management 

81. Dam safety bill 2018 

82. Urban floods 

Science & Tech 

83. Big Data 

84. Nipah Virus 

Important Committees and reports 

85. Shekatkar Committee 

86. BN Srikrishna committee on Data protection. 

87. Malimath Committee report on reforms in the criminal justice system 

88. TSR committe on Education policy 

89. Ashok Dalwayeecommittee on Doubling farmer‘s income 

90. V Kamakoti committee report 

91. National Strategy for Artificial Intelligence 

92. Ease of doing business report 

93. Global hunger report 

94. Mihir shah committee report 

95. State of the forest report 
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96. ASER report 

97. National achievement survey 

98. India state level disease burden report 

99. BibekDebroy report 

ShailashNaik committee on CRZ 

1. SantKabir 

Context: 2018 is 500th death anniversary of Sant Kabir. 

About Kabir 

 Kabir Das, a mystical poet and great Saint of India, was born in the year 1440 and passed away in the year 

1518.  

 It is clearly not known about his birth parents but it is believed that he was fostered by the very poor family 

of Muslim weavers. 

 Kabir trained under Guru Ramananda a Bhakti Saint  

Teachings 

 Kabir Das is among the first Indian saint who  tried to bring close the Hinduism and Islam by giving a 

universal path which could be followed by both Hindus and Muslims. 

 According to him every life has relationship with two spiritual principles (Jivatma and Paramatma). His 

view about the moksha- it is the process of uniting these two divine principles. 

 Kabir is known for being critical of both Hinduism and Islam, stating that the former was misguided by 

the Vedas, and questioning their meaningless rites of initiation such as the sacred 

thread and circumcision respectively. 

 Kabir suggested that True God is within the person who is on the path of righteousness, considered all 

creatures on earth as his own self, and who is passively detached from the affairs of the world. 

 Kabir's legacy survives and continues through the Kabirpanth ("Path of Kabir"), a religious community that 

recognizes him as its founder and is one of the Sant Mat sects. Its members are known as Kabirpanthis. 

Poetry 

 SantKabir Das was a highly acclaimed poet of his time. Kabir's poems were in vernacular Hindi, borrowing 

from various dialects including Avadhi, Braj etc. They cover various aspects of life and call for a loving 

devotion for God 

 His writings significantly influenced the Bhakti movement. Some of his famous writings 

include ‗SakhiGranth‘, ‗Anurag Sagar‘, ‗Bijak‘ and ‗KabirGranthawali‘. 

Relevance of Kabir 

 Religious harmony: He respected all religions and advocated peace among them. 

 Caste discrimination: Worked towards up-liftment of lower caste 

 Nirguna Bhakti: He always objected the conventional and ascetic methods as a means of salvation 

2. Ayushman Bharat  

Background: 
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 Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana was earlier cash insurance scheme with cashless health insurance scheme 

benefit coverage of Rs. 30.000/- per annum on a family floater basis [for 5 members], for Below Poverty 

Line (BPL) families, and 11 other defined categories of unorganised workers.  

 Considering the limited scope of the scheme various Central Ministries and State/UT Governments have 

launched health insurance/ protection schemes for their own defined set of beneficiaries.  

 Ayushman Bharat was launched to converge these schemes, so as to achieve improved efficiency, reach 

and coverage. 

The Government has announced two major initiatives as part of Ayushman Bharat: 

1. Health and Wellness Centre:-  

 Under this 1.5 lakh centres will bring health care system closer to the homes of people. 

 These centres will provide comprehensive health care, including for non-communicable diseases and 

maternal and child health services.   

 These centres will also provide free essential drugs and diagnostic services.  

 The Budget has allocated Rs.1200 crore for this flagship programme. 

  Contributions from private sector through CSR and philanthropic institutions in adopting these centres 

is also envisaged. 

 

2. National Health Protection Mission 
 Coverage: Scheme will cover over 10 crore poor and vulnerable families (approximately 50 crore 

beneficiaries) upto 5 lakh rupees per family per year for secondary and tertiary care hospitalization. 

 Cashless Benefits: Benefits of the scheme are portable across the country and a beneficiary covered 

under the scheme will be allowed to take cashless benefits from any public/private empanelled 

hospitals across the country. 

 Entitlement based scheme with entitlement decided on the basis of deprivation criteria in the SECC 

database. 

 The beneficiaries can avail benefits in both public and empanelled private facilities. 

 To control costs, the payments for treatment will be done on package rate (to be defined by the 

Government in advance) basis. 

 Scheme provides co-operative federalism and flexibility to states. States would need to have State 

Health Agency (SHA) to implement the scheme. Cost will be shared between centre and states. 

 In partnership with NITI Aayog, a robust, modular, scalable and interoperable IT platform will be 

made operational which will entail a paperless, cashless transaction. 

 Implementation Strategy: 

 National Health Protection Mission Agency (AB-NHPMA) to implement it at National level. 

 States/ UTs would be advised to implement the scheme by a dedicated entity called State Health Agency 

(SHA). 

 States can either use an existing Trust/ Society/ Not for Profit Company/ State Nodal Agency (SNA) or set 
up a new entity to implement the scheme.  
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Challenges 

1. Cost sharing: Health is a state subject. States have to share 40% of the cost. Greater co-ordination between 

center and states may be difficult to achieve. 

2. Reluctance of private hospitals to join the scheme as cost proposition is not viable for private hospitals. 

3. Implementation failures are very common for many Indian schemes. Despite having many schemes in the 

past, achievement was not significant. 

4. Infrastructureassociated challenges in tier -2, tier-3 cities and rural areas. 

5. The current framework of the scheme will not be beneficial for people who need tertiary care as the 

remunerations under the scheme will not be sufficient to avail value-based healthcare. 

 Under the scheme, tertiary healthcare service providers will be forced to cut cost at every level, which 

will lead to offering a sub-standard healthcare to patients under the scheme. 

 They may not be able to avail the necessary medication, technology and clinical expertise to get the best 

outcome and will soon lose confidence in the system 

 

Major Impact of the scheme: 

 Reduction of Out Of Pocket (OOP) expenditure  

o In-patient hospitalization expenditure in India has increased nearly 300% during last ten years. 

o More than 80% of the expenditure is met by out of pocket (OOP).  

o Rural households primarily depended on their 'household income / savings' (68%) and on 'borrowings' 

(25%), the urban households relied much more on their 'income / saving' (75%) for financing expenditure 

on hospitalizations, and on borrowings (18%). (NSSO 2015).  

o Out of pocket (OOP) expenditure in India is over 60% which leads to nearly 6 million families getting 

into poverty due to catastrophic health expenditures.  

o AB-NHPM will have major impact on reduction of Out Of Pocket (OOP) expenditure on grounds of: 

 Increased benefit cover to nearly 40% of the population, (the poorest & the vulnerable) 

 Covering almost all secondary and many tertiary hospitalizations. (except a negative list) 

 Increased access to quality health and medication.  

 Unmet needs of the population which remained hidden due to lack of financial resources will be catered to.  

 This will lead to timely treatments, improvements in health outcomes, patient satisfaction, and 

improvement in productivity, efficiency and job creation thus leading to improvement in quality of 

life. 

3. National Medical commission Bill 2017 

Highlights of the Bill 

 Setting up the National Medical Commission (NMC).   

o The NMC will regulate medical education and practice.   

o It will determine fees for up to 40% seats in private medical institutions and deemed universities. 

o The NMC will consist of 25 members.  A Search Committee will recommend names to the central 

government for the post of Chairperson, and the part time members.  

 Four autonomous Boards have been set up under the supervision of the NMC.  These Boards will focus on 

undergraduate and postgraduate medical education, assessment and rating, and ethical conduct. 



                  
 

© APTI PLUS ACADEMY FOR CIVIL SERVICES 

 National Licentiate Examination for doctors to obtain a licence to practice after graduation.  This 

examination will also be the basis for admission to post-graduate medical courses. 

 State Medical Councils will receive complaints relating to professional or ethical misconduct against a 

doctor.  If the doctor is aggrieved of a decision of the State Medical Council, he may appeal to successively 

higher levels of authority.  

 Central government will constitute the Medical Advisory Council, which will be the primary platform 

through which the states/union territories can put forth their views and concerns before the NMC. 

 There will be a uniform National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test for admission to undergraduate medical 

education in all-medical institutions regulated by the Bill. 

 The Bill allows practitioners of Ayurveda and other traditional Indian systems of medicine the license to 

prescribe allopathic drugs after they have passed a ‗bridge course. 

 Ethics and Medical Registration (EMR) Board shall maintain a separate National Register including the 

names of licensed AYUSH practitioners. 

 Joint sitting of the National Medical Commission, the Central Council of Homoeopathy, and the Central 

Council of Indian Medicine at least once a year ―to enhance the interface between homoeopathy, Indian 

Systems of Medicine and modern systems of medicine‖. 

 

 

Key Issues and Analysis 

 Lack of diversity:  
o Two-thirds of the members in the NMC are medical practitioners.   

o Expert committees have recommended that the regulator should consist of more diverse 

stakeholders in order to reduce the influence of medical practitioners in regulating medical 

education and practice.  

 Fee capping: The NMC will determine fees for up to 40% of the seats in private medical colleges and 

deemed universities. There have been various arguments on fee capping by experts.  

o  It has been recommended by some experts that fees should be capped to enable access to medical 

education for all.   

o On the other hand, it has also been suggested that fee capping would discourage entry of private 
colleges. 

 In cases of professional or ethical misconduct by medical practitioners, the practitioners can appeal a 

decision of the NMC to the central government.  It is unclear why the central government, and not a 

judicial body, is the appellate authority. 

 There is no requirement for periodic renewal of the licence to practice.  Some countries require periodic 
testing to ensure that practitioners remain up to date, fit to practice, and give good care to patients. 

 The Bill proposes a bridge course for practitioners of AYUSH to enable them to prescribe modern 

medicines.  There are differing views on this provision.  While some emphasize the need for greater 

integration between traditional and modern schools of medicine, others consider this step harmful for the 
independent development of AYUSH. 

4. Low Female Labour Force Participation  

Background:  

 Various reports indicated decreasing women work participation in India. 
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 According to World Bank report India stands 120th among 131 nations in women work participation. 

 According to a report of the International Labor Organization, India‘s female labor force 

participation rate (LFPR) fell from 35.8% in 1994 to merely 20.2% in 2012. 

 Indian women work participation is around 20% which is well below world‘s average of 40%. 

Reasons for low women work participation: 

Social causes 

1. Patriarchy: Age old Indian mindset of women should work inside the house. 

2. Women security issues at work place & after work hours: E.g. Rape incidents in various cities after night 

shifts. 

3. Maternity. Many women who join the workforce are unable to rejoin after having a child. 

4. Men preference at workplace and prejudice to women. 

5. Low literacy rates compared to men. 

Economic causes 

1. Increasing income of men leads to women leaving jobs to care for family. 

2. Glass ceiling in high paying jobs. 

3. Underemployment of women forcing them not to opt for jobs. As per UNDP 68% of graduated women 

are unemployed. 

Measures to improve women work participation 

1. Work from home opportunity for women. 

2. Incentives for private companies for women employment. 

3. Reservation for women in government companies. 

4. Use MGNREGA as a tool to bring unskilled women labor under work force. 

5. Hygienic facilities for women at workplace. E.g : toilets 

6. Skill India initiative to upgrade the skills of women. 

7. Ensure safety and security of women at work place through ensuring Vishaka Guidelines.  

8. Promote SHG‘s for empowerment of women. 

9. Start-up India and Stand-up India to provide entrepreneurial conditions for women. 

10. Awareness drives to change the mentality of people. Persuasion through media, celebrities and religious 

leaders.  

11. Proper implementation of maternity benefit rules. 

5. Women temple entry 

Context:  

 Women within the age from 10 to 50 years are not allowed inside the Sabarimala temple. Women who are 

of an age to menstruate, are restricted from entering the temple as its presiding deity, Lord Ayyappa, 

is considered to be a celibate. 

 The Supreme Court referred the petitions on women's entry into Sabarimala temple to the Constitutional 

bench. 

 

Why there should not be restrictions on women? 
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 Against the gender equality: which is against the fundamental rights given in the constitution. 

 It denotes a patriarchal and partisan approach. 

 The entry prohibition takes away the women‘s right against discrimination guaranteed under Article 15(1) 

of the Constitution. 

 It curtails religious freedom of women given under the fundamental rights. 

 Religion is based on a broad based philosophy which has higher importance on purity of mind rather than 

physical and biological aspects. 
 The classification based on age is, in essence, an act of discrimination based on sex. 

Why there should be ban on women entry? 

 Ban of women into temple is an age old practice of the temple. Lifting the ban may go against the religious 

belief of the people. 

 Lifting ban may against the ethos and right to religious practice of those people. 

 

Conclusion 

Discrimination of women based on gender is not right way for the progressive society. Hence temple entry should be 

gender neutral. 

 

6.  Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act 2017 

Salient features: 

1. Increased Paid Maternity Leave:  from the existing 12 weeks to 26 weeks. 

2. Maternity leave for adoptive and commissioning mothers: for the duration of 12 weeks. 

3. Work from Home option: This may be exercised after the expiry of the 26 weeks‘ leave period. 

4. Crèche facility: The Maternity Benefit Amendment Act makes crèche facility mandatory for every 

establishment employing 50 or more employees 

5. Information about benefits: Establishment must inform a working woman of all benefits available under 

the law. 

Concerns against the act 

1. Such high maternity leave provisions deter the employers to hire women in the maternity age group. 

2. Payment without work is huge economic burden for small companies. A recent report by Team Lease, 

found a negative or mixed response from all but the IT and e-commerce companies. 

3. India has merely 6.5% women in formal workforce. Extension of act only to organized sector leaves majority 

of women who works in unorganized sector untouched. 

4. Only providing maternity leave without paternity leave perpetuates gender bias. 

Though maternity benefit act 2017 is a good step forward, there is a need of little modifications to improve the 

women work participation and successful implementation of the act. 

Way forward 

1. Government should share the burden associated with payment without work at least for smaller 

companies. 

2. Providing paternity leave not only brings gender equality but also helps employer in not avoiding women 

of maternity age group as both men and women can avail the leaves. 
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3. Introduction of benefits to unorganized sector through government intervention. 

4. Providing good crèches and childcare centers. India largely lacks facilities where women can leave their 

children not just to be ―minded‖, but also for early childhood development. 

 

7. Women empowerment schemes  

1) SwadharGreh Scheme 

 For women victims of unfortunate circumstances who are in need of institutional support for rehabilitation so 

that they could lead their life with dignity.  

 The Scheme provides shelter, food, clothing and health as well as economic and social security for the 
women victims of difficult circumstances  

2) Ujjawala Scheme:Ujjawala Scheme is being implemented for Prevention of trafficking and for Rescue, 

Rehabilitation, Re-integration and Repatriation of victims of trafficking for commercial sexual exploitation  

3) ‗Support to Training and Employment Programme for Women (STEP) Scheme‘: To provide skills that give 

employability to women and to provide competencies and skills that enable women to become self-

employed/entrepreneurs. 

4) National Nutrition Mission (NNM):  

 To achieve improvement in nutritional status of Children, pregnant women and lactating mothers and reduce 

anemia among children and women.  

 It strives to reduce the level of stunting, under-nutrition, anemia and low birth weight babies. 

5) Scheme for Adolescent Girls 

 The scheme aims at providing supplementary nutrition containing 600 calories, 18-20 grams of protein and 

micronutrients per beneficiary per day for 300 days in a year, motivating out of school girls to go back to 

formal schooling or skill training under non-nutrition component of the scheme.  

6) One Stop Centre (OSC) to support women affected by violence  

7) Universalisation of Women Helpline 
8) Pradhan Mantri Mahila Shakti Kendra: It aims at empowering rural women with opportunities for skill 

development, employment, digital literacy, health and nutrition. 

9) NARI portal: aims to provide women citizens with easy access to information on government schemes and 

initiatives for women run by both Central as well as the States Governments. 

 

8. Samagra Shiksha scheme 

Context:  

(i) The Union Budget, 2018-19, has proposed to treat school education holistically without segmentation from pre-

nursery to Class 12. 

(ii) Samagra Shiksha - an overarching programme for the school education sector extending from pre-school to 

class 12 has been, therefore, prepared with the broader goal of improving school effectiveness measured in 

terms of equal opportunities for schooling and equitable learning outcomes. 

(iii) It subsumes the three Schemes of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan 

(RMSA) and Teacher Education (TE). 
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Features of the scheme  

1. Holistic approach to education 

 Single Scheme for the School Education Sector from Classes I to XII- extension of interventions to 

senior secondary stage. 

 Supporting States to initiate pre-primary education 

 Inclusion of senior secondary levels and pre-school levels in support for School education for the first 

time 

2. Administrative reform: Single and unified administrative structure leading to harmonized implementation 

3. Enhanced Funding for Education 

4. Focus on Quality of Education 

 Emphasis on improvement of Learning Outcomes 

 Enhanced Capacity Building of Teachers 

 Focus on strengthening Teacher Education Institutions like SCERTs and DIETs to improve the quality 

of prospective teachers in the system 

 Outcome oriented allocation of resources 

5. Focus on Digital Education 

 Support ‗Operation Digital Board‘ in all secondary schools over a period of 5 years, which will 

revolutionize education- easy to understand, technology based learning classrooms will become flipped 

classrooms. 

 Enhanced use of digital technology in education through smart classrooms, digital boards and DTH 

channels 

 Digital initiatives like ShalaKosh, Shagun, ShaalaSaarthi to be strengthened 

 Strengthening of ICT infrastructure in schools from upper primary to higher secondary level. 

 ―DIKSHA‖, digital portal for teachers to be used extensively for upgrading skills of teachers 

 Enhanced Use of Technology to improve access and provision of quality education – ‗Sabko Shiksha 

Achhi Shiksha‘ 

 

 

 

6. Focus on Girl Education 

 Empowerment of girls 

 Upgradation of KGBVs from Class 6-8 to Class 6-12 . 

 Self-defence training for girls from upper primary to higher secondary stage 

 Stipend for CWSN girls to be provided from Classes I to XII. – earlier only IX to XII. 

 Enhanced Commitment to ‗BetiBachaoBetiPadhao‘. 

7. Focus on Inclusion 

 Allocation for uniforms under RTE Act enhanced per child per annum. 

 Allocation for textbooks under the RTE Act, enhanced per child per annum. Energized textbooks to be 

introduced. 

 Allocation for Children with Special Needs (CwSN) increased from Rs. 3000 to Rs. 3500 per child per 

annum. Stipend of Rs. 200 per month for Girls with Special Needs from Classes 1 to 12. 

 Commitment to ‗Sabko Shiksha Achhi Shiksha‘ 

8. Focus on Skill Development 

 Exposure to Vocational Skills at Upper Primary Level would be extended. 

 Strengthening of vocational education at secondary level as an integral part of curriculum 

 Vocational education which was limited to Class 9-12, to be started from class 6 as integrated with the 

curriculum and to be made more practical and industry oriented. 

 Reinforce emphasis on ‗Kaushal Vikas‘. 

9. Focus on Sports and Physical Education 
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 Sports equipment will be provided to all schools under this component. 

 Sports Education to be an integral part of curriculum 

 Every school will receive sports equipments under the scheme to inculcate and emphasize relevance of 

sports in the school curriculum 

 Support ‗Khelo India‘ 

10. Focus on Regional Balance 

 Promote Balanced Educational Development 

 Preference to Educationally Backward Blocks (EBBs), LWEs, Special Focus Districts (SFDs), Border 

areas and the 115 aspirational districts identified by Niti Aayog 

 ‗SabkaSaathSabka Vikas‘ and Sabko Shiksha Achhi Shiksha. 

 

9. The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (Second Amendment) Bill 2017 

 

Context:  

The Lok Sabha recently passed The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (Second Amendment) Bill 

2017 which allows detention of school students in class 5 and 8. 

 

What is no detention policy? 

Under the No Detention Policy children are automatically promoted to the next class. Instead of traditional method 

of examination the Act focused on Continuous and Comprehensive Evaluation mechanism. 

 

 

Amendment Bill  

 The new bill amends the No Detention Policy and brings in regular examination at the end of academic 

year of either class 5th OR class 8th or in both.  

 If a child fails the examination, he or she is given instructions and given a chance to reappear after 2 months. 

In case they still cannot pass, the States or Centre have the option of detaining them.  

 Arguments in support of the amendment:  

 The education system was not prepared to support the no detention policy. 

 Automatic promotion meant children and teachers were not working hard for promotion Examination was 

also a method of accountability of teachers  

 Low learning outcomes due to automatic promotion in 2015 – 20 led to states suggesting the scrapping of No 

Detention Policy.  

Arguments against the amendment: 

 No research has been able to establish – cause effect relation between – learning levels and no detention 

policy.  

 Research though has highlighted the following for low learning outcomes:  

o Lack of infrastructure  

o Teacher vacancies and training 

 Since the introduction of No Detention Policy annual drop-out rate has halved – from 8% in 2006-07 to 

4% in 2014-15.  

 Fear of examination and failures lead to students suicides. 

 

10. Primary education in India 

Challenges of primary education in India 
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1. Quality of primary education in India is a serious cause of concern. Recent ASER report highlighted that 

a. 25% of 14-18 years still cannot read basic text fluently in their own language. 

b. More than half struggle with division (3 digits by 1 digit) problems.  

c. 47 per cent of all 14 year-olds in the sample could not read English sentences. 

2. Gender gap in education still persists. 

3. Urban-Rural, Poor – Rich gap still persists in primary education. Tremendous quality differences in 

primary education leads to huge output differences. 

4. Lack of teachers in rural areas. 

5. Poverty and  economic distress. 

6. Child labor: leads to not attending schools or discontinuation.As per the census 2011 India accounts for 

10.13 million child laborers between the age group of 5-14 years. 

Government schemes 

(i) Samagra Shiksha scheme: subsumes the three Centrally Sponsored schemes i.eSarvaShiksha Abhiyan 

(SSA), Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) and Scheme on Teacher Education (CSSTE). 

 Samagra Shiksha scheme, aims to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education for all.  

(ii) RTE Act: provides a legal framework that entitles all children between the ages of 6-14 years free and 

compulsory education till completion of elementary education. Also Right to elementary education has 

been added as a fundamental right. 

(iii) National Achievement Survey for classes 3, 5, and 8 based on learning outcomes. It enables States and 

UTs to identify gaps in learning outcomes at district level and design strategies to address those gaps.  

(iv) The National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS) has been entrusted to conduct this training through 

ODL (Open Distance Learning) mode.  

(v) Padhe Bharat Badhe Bharat: focuses on improving language development and to create interest 

in mathematics. 

(vi) Rashtriya Aavishkar Abhiyan (RAA) program to motivate and engage children of the age group 6-18 

years in Science, Mathematics and Technology through observation, experimentation, inference drawing, 

model building, etc.  

(vii) The NCERT has developed a framework for Performance Indicators for Elementary School Teachers 

(PINDICS) for accessing teacher performance and providing constructive feedback for further 

improvement. 

(viii) Mid-day meal scheme: to ensure nutrition and avoid dropouts due to economic hardship. 

(ix) Early Childhood Care and Education Centres (ECCE): for freeing older girls from sibling care. 

 

11. Schemes for Higher education in India 

(i) Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA): Improve the overall quality of state institutions by 

ensuring conformity to prescribed norms and standards and adopt accreditation as a mandatory quality 

assurance framework. 

(ii) Establishment of institutions of eminence: to bring Indian universities among top universities in the 

world. 

(iii)  SWAYAM  PRABHA  has  been  conceived  as the  project  for  using the  GSAT      15  transponders  to  

run  32  DTH  channels  that  would  telecast  high  
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quality educational programmes on 24X7 basis. Every day, there will be new content of atleast (4) hours w

hich would be repeated 6 times a day, allowing the student to choose the time of their convenience.  

(iv) Higher Education Commission of India (HECI) by repealing the UGC Act, 1951. 

(v) SWAYAM is an instrument for self-actualization,providing opportunities for a life-long learning. Here 

learner can choose from hundreds of courses, virtually every course that is taught at the university / college 

/ school level and these shall be offered by the best of the teachers in India and abroad. 

(vi) Higher Educational Financing Agency (HEFA): It would leverage the equity to raise up to Rs. 20,000 

crore for funding projects for infrastructure and development of world class Labs in IITs/IIMs/NITs and 

such other institutions. 

(vii) Global Initiative of Academic Networks (GIAN) aimed at tapping the talent pool of scientists and 

entrepreneurs internationally to encourage their engagement with the institutes of Higher Education in India 

so as to augment the country's existing academic resources, accelerate the pace of quality reform, and 

elevate India's scientific and technological capacity to global excellence. 

(viii) IMPRINT is Pan-IIT + IISc joint initiative to address the major science and engineering challenges 

that India must address and champion to enable, empower and embolden the nation for inclusive growth 

and self-reliance.  

(ix) National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF): This framework outlines a methodology to rank 

institutions across the country. 

 

12. University Grants Commission  

Context: To address the challenges of Indian higher education,TSR Subramanian committee recommended to 

replace UGC by a new national higher education act. Accordingly, Centre has decided to establish a Higher 

Education Commission of India (HECI) in the place of the University Grants Commission (UGC). 

About UGC 

 The University Grants Commission (UGC) is the statutory body created by the UGC Act 1956.  

 Functions of the University Grants Commission:  

o Promotion and Coordination of university education  

o Standards: ―Determining‖ and maintaining standards of teaching, examination and research in 

universities‖.  

o Regulations: It frames regulations on the ―minimum standards of education‖.  

o Grants: It monitors developments in higher education; and also disburses grants to the universities 

and colleges. 

o Link between State and Central government and educational institutions: It is a link between 

Union and State governments and higher education institutions. 

o Advisory: It advises the Central and State governments on the ―measures necessary for 

improvement of university education‖.  

 

Shortcomings of the UGC: 

 Irregularity in Approvals of new institutions. UGC has granted approvals to many sub-standard higher 

education institutions. For example – In 1951 – we had 20 universities and 500 colleges where as now we 

have more than 700 universities and about 40,000 colleges.  

 Standards and quality of education – Many colleges and universities have been found to offer courses 

which are below the acceptable standard and quality of education. 

https://www.nirfindia.org/Home
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 Expert committees in the past have suggested that UGC does not have the adequate personnel or the 

regulatory force in the higher education sector.  

 UGC has often adopted the one size fits all policy and neglected reforms in the higher education sector.  

 Autonomous institutions have accused UGC that their autonomy is often compromised by the UGC.  
The government of India has decided to dissolve the University Grants Commission (UGC) and replace it with new 

institution the Higher Education Commission of India (HECI). 

13. Higher Education Commission of India (HECI) 

Context: Government has decided to introduce the Higher Education Commission of India (Repeal of University 

Grants Commission Act) Bill 2018 that will do away with the University Grants Commission Act and pave the way 

for the setting up of the Higher Education Commission of India (HECI).  

Features of the bill 

1. Act establishes Higher Education Commission of India, repealing the University Grants Commission Act, 

1956. 

2. Separation of academic and funding responsibilities 

 HECI will be in charge of ensuring academic quality in universities and colleges. 

 Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) will be responsible for funding universities and 

colleges. 

3. Applicability  

 Applicable to all higher educational institutions established, under any Act of the Parliament 

excluding Institutions of National Importance so notified by the Government, Act of State 

Legislature and to all Institutions Deemed to be Universities so notified by the Government. 

4. Responsibility 

The Commission shall: 

  Put in place a robust accreditation system for evaluation of academic outcomes by various HEIs 

 Provide for mentoring of institutions found to be failing in maintaining the required academic 

standards 

 Order closure of institutions which fail to adhere to minimum standards without affecting the student‘s 

interest or fail to get accreditation within the specified period 

 Monitor, through a national database, all matters concerning the development of emerging fields of 

knowledge, balanced growth of higher educational institutions in all spheres and academic quality in 

higher education and research. 
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5. Powers 

  HECI shall have the power to grant authorization for starting of academic operations on the basis of 

their compliance with norms of academic quality. 

  HECI shall have the powers to revoke authorization granting to a higher education institution where 

there is a case of wilful or continuous default in compliance with the norms/regulations. 

  The Commission shall take steps for promoting the quality of academic instruction and maintenance 

of academic standards. 

  The Commission shall, subject to the provisions of this Act and regulations made under this Act, 

take measures to promote the autonomy of higher educational institutions for the free pursuit of 

knowledge, innovation, incubation and entrepreneurship, and for facilitating access, inclusion and 

opportunities to all, and providing for comprehensive and holistic growth of higher education and 

research in a competitive global environment. 

  No higher educational institution empowered, by or under law, to award any degree or diploma 

established after the coming into force of this Act shall commence its first academic operations 

unless it is so authorized, in accordance with such norms as may be specified by the Commission. 

  The Bill also provides for the penal provisions, which albeit graded in nature, will cover withdrawal 

of power to grant degrees/ diplomas or direction to cease academic operations and in cases of wilful 

non-compliance, may result in prosecution sanction as per the Criminal Procedure Code with a 

punishment of imprisonment for a term which may extend up to 3 years. 

 Every application for grant of authorization shall be made, by a higher educational institution or a 

University, to the Commission using an online e-governance module. 

 

Criticism on the bill 

 HECI is based on the principles of minimum government and maximum governance; nature of the 

structure of the commission and its advisory council shows that they are bound to have more 

―government‖ in decision-making processes. 

 Direct funding from the government may increase the political intervention in the organization. 

 With its mandate of improving academic standards with a specific focus on learning outcomes, evaluation of 

academic performance by institutions, and training of teachers, the HECI is likely to over regulate and 

micromanage universities. 

 Proposal to empower the Centre to remove the HECI‘s chairperson and vice-chairperson for reasons 

including ―moral turpitude‖ will again curtail the regulator‘s autonomy, which in turn will impact the 

autonomy of universities. 
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 More authoritative: Sweeping powers render the HECI more authoritative than the collective strength of 

campus authorities. 

 Institutions of National Importance: The Institutions of National Importance (INIs) have been kept out of 

purview of the proposed HECI Act. 

Way ahead: 

 HECI is good step forward in the direction of improving higher education in India. 

 However, there are some concerns associated with the bill. 

 Government should address those concerns effectively before passing the bill.  

14. Institutions of eminence scheme 

Scheme:  

 The scheme of Institutions of Eminence was rolled out by University Grants Commission (UGC).  

 10 Public and 10 Private institutions from India should emerge as ―World class teaching and Research 

Institutions‖.  

 These institutions would be known as ‗Institutions of Eminence‘.  

Aim of the scheme: 

 To bring these Institutions among the top 500 rankings in 10 years and eventually in top 100.  

Benefits to these institutions: 

 Greater autonomy – in terms of fixing and charging fees, course structure, number of years to take a 

degree, curriculum and syllabus  

 Institutions can admit upto 30% foreign students  

 Institutions can recruit upto 25% foreign faculty  

 They can offer 20% of their programmes via online route  

 They can enter into collaboration with other foreign institutions which are ranked in the top 500. They will 

be exempted from approvals of government or UGC for academic collaborations with foreign institutions, 

except institutions in MEA and MHA‘s list of negative countries 

 Each Institution of Eminence will get financial assistance up to Rs 1000 crore for a period of 5 years under 

this scheme.  

 

The Empowered Expert Committee (EEC) chaired by Shri Gopalaswami has selected the following institutions of 

eminence 

Public Sector:  

(i)Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore,  

(ii)Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay,  

(iii)Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi.  

Private Sector:  

(i)Jio Institute (Reliance Foundation), Pune (under Green Field Category);  

(ii)Birla Institute of Technology & Sciences, Pilani, Rajasthan; 

 (iii)Manipal Academy of Higher Education, Manipal.  

 

Criticism:  

1. It is difficult to assess amongdifferent institutions that which should get Eminence status. It is subjective and is 

prone to biases.  
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2. Lack of universities in the list of 6 institutions.  

3. The IITs, BITs Pilani and IISC do not have the necessary breadth of courses offered, for example the number of 

courses in Humanities and Social sciences are few.  

4. There have been criticisms of Jio Institute being selected in the Green field category. 

5. Some institutions like JNU, Law universities have been overlooked.  

 

Way forward:  

 The government should ensure that there is transparency in selection of Institutions of eminence. 

 There should not be limitation of 10 institutions in public and private category but other institutions of merit 

should also get place in it. 

 

15. National Testing Agency 

Background 

 Assessing competence of candidates for admissions and recruitment has always been a challenge in terms of 

matching with research based international standards, efficiency, transparency and error free delivery.  

 The National Testing Agency is entrusted to address all such issues using best in every field, from test 

preparation, to test delivery and to test marking. 

 The NTA will initially conduct entrance examinations currently being conducted by CBSE. 

 Other examinations will be taken up gradually after NTA is fully geared up. 

 These examinations will be conducted in online mode at least twice a year to give adequate opportunity to 

candidates to bring out their best. 

Objective 

 To conduct efficient, transparent and international standards tests in order to assess the competency of 

candidates for admission, and recruitment purposes. 

 To undertake research on educational, professional and testing systems to identify gaps in the knowledge 

systems and take steps for bridging them. 

 To identify experts and institutions in setting examination questions. 

 To produce and disseminate information and research on education and professional development standards. 

Composition: 

 NTA will be chaired by an eminent educationist appointed by Ministry of Human Resource Development. 

 Its CEO will be Director General (DG) appointed by Government. Besides, it has Board of Governors 

comprising members from user institutions. 

Functions 
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 To identify partner institutions with adequate infrastructure from the existing schools and higher education 

institutions which would facilitate conduct of online examinations without adversely impacting their 

academic routine. 

 To create a question bank for all subjects using the modern techniques 

 To establish a strong R&D culture as well as a pool of experts in different aspects of testing 

 To help individual colleges and universities in the field of testing and to provide training and advisory 

services to the institutions in India. To provide quality testing services to the academic institutions in India. 

 To develop a state of the art culture of testing in India by using domestic and international expertise. To 

collaborate with international organizations like ETS to achieve the same. 

 To undertake any other examination that is entrusted to it by the Ministries/Departments of Government of 

India/State Governments. 

 To undertake the reforms and training of school boards as well as other bodies where the testing standards 

should be comparable with the entrance examinations. 

 

16. Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, Protection and Rehabilitation) Bill, 2018  

Background 

Trafficking in human beings is the third largest organized crime violating basic human rights. There is no specific 

law so far to deal with this crime. Accordingly, the Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, Protection and 

Rehabilitation) Bill, 2018 has been prepared to address the challenge from the point of view of prevention, rescue 
and rehabilitation. 

Key features of the bill 

1) Addresses the issue of various forms of trafficking, which includes trafficking for the purpose of forced labor, 

begging, trafficking by administering chemical substance or hormones on a person for the purpose of early 

sexual maturity, trafficking of a woman or child for the purpose of marriage or under the pretext of marriage or 

after marriage etc. 

2) Rigorous Punishment 
a) Punishment ranges from rigorous minimum 10 years to life and fine not less than Rs. 1 lakh. 

b) Punishment for promoting or facilitating trafficking of person  

3) The confidentiality of victims/ witnesses and complainants by not disclosing their identity.  

4) Time bound trial and repatriation of the victims - within one year from taking into cognizance. 

5) Immediate protection of rescued victims and their rehabilitation 

6) Rehabilitation Fund created for the first time. To be used for the physical, psychological and social well-being 

of the victim. 

7) Designated courts in each district for the speedy trial of the cases. 
8) Dedicated institutional mechanisms at District, State and Central Level.  
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Criticism 

1) Bill conflates trafficking with sex work, and therefore, impacts consenting adult sex workers, marginalizing them 

further. 

2) According to experts, section 36 of the bill has been worded loosely enough to risk criminalizing many unrelated 

activities as well. 

3) Act proposes any act of publishing or advertising ―which may lead to the trafficking of a person shall be 

punished‖ (emphasis added) with imprisonment for 5-10 years. 
4) Provisions in the Bill that criminalize the ―publication‖ and ―distribution‖ of content criminally liable. 

Way forward 

 There is no doubt that the bill is right step towards intention of the government: ―making India a leader 

among South Asian countries to combat trafficking‖.  

 Considering some of the problematic provisions, it will be a wise to send the Bill to a select committee of the 

Parliament wherein the relevant stakeholders can engage with the lawmakers to arrive at a revised bill with 
least controversies.  

17. New Consumer Protection bill 2018 

Background 

Although the Consumer Protection Act of 1986 has served the purpose of the legislation to a considerable extent, 

some of the challenges are being faced by the act, viz: 

 Disposal of cases has not been fast due to various constraints. 

 Emergence of global supply chains, rise in international trade and the rapid development of e-commerce 

have led to new delivery systems for goods and services, and have provided new options and opportunities 

for consumer. There is a need to modify the bill as per the new requirements. 

Highlights of the Bill 

 The Bill replaces the Consumer Protection Act, 1986.  The Bill enforces consumer rights, and provides a 

mechanism for redressal of complaints regarding defect in goods and deficiency in services. 

 Consumer Disputes Redressal Commissions will be set up at the District, State and National levels for 

adjudicating consumer complaints.  Appeals from the District andState Commissions will be heard at the 

next level and from the National Commission by the Supreme Court. 

 Central Consumer Protection Authority to promote, protect and enforce consumer rights as a class.  It can 

issue safety notices for goods and services, order refunds, recall goods and rule against misleading 

advertisements. 

 If a consumer suffers an injury from a defect in a good or a deficiency in service, he may file a claim of 

product liability against the manufacturer, the seller, or the service provider.  

 E-Commerce: It endeavors to empower the Centre to make rules for preventing unfair trade practices in 

online trade. 

 The Bill defines contracts as ‗unfair‘ if they significantly affect the rights of consumers.  It also defines 

unfair and restrictive trade practices. 

 Consumer Protection Councils at the district, state and national levels to render advise on consumer 

protection. 

 Adulteration:  The Bill makes provision for the imposition of the punishment of imprisonment and fine for 

manufacturing for sale or storing, selling or distributing or importing products containing injurious 

adulterants. 
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Concerns 
 The Bill does not specify that the Commissions will comprise a judicial member.  If the Commissions were 

to have members only from the executive, the principal of separation of powers may be violated. 

 The Bill empowers the central government to appoint, remove and prescribe conditions of service for 

members of the District, State and National Consumer Disputes Redressal Commissions.  The Bill leaves the 

composition of the Commissions to the central government.  This could affect the independence of these 

quasi-judicial bodies.  

 Consumer Protection Councils will be set up at the district, state, and national level, as advisory bodies.  The 

State and National Councils are headed by Ministers in-charge of Consumer Affairs.  The Bill does not 

specify whom the Councils will advise.  If the Councils advise the government, it is unclear in what 

capacity such advice will be given. 

 

18. Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Amendment Bill, 2018 

Background 

 The Scheduled Castes and Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 – also known as the SC/ST Act, the 

Prevention of Atrocities Act, or simply the Atrocities Act – is an Act of the Parliament of India enacted to 

prevent atrocities against Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.  

 Article 17 of Indian Constitution seeks to abolish untouchability and to forbid all such practices. In 1955, the 

Untouchability (Offences) Act was enacted. However, lacunae and loopholes impelled the government to 

revamp the Act as the Protection of Civil Rights Act in 1976.  

 The Parliament recognising the continuing gross indignities and offences against Scheduled Castes and 

Tribes, passed the ‗Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe (Prevention of Atrocities) Act‘ in 1989 and the 

Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Rules in 1995. 

 In its recent judgment Supreme Court had diluted the SC/ST Act to state that immediate arrest of an accused 

under this law would no longer be mandatory.  

 The arrest was to follow a preliminary enquiry by the probing agency or the police. 

 Government passed Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Amendment Bill, 

2018‘to nullify the Supreme Court judgment. 

 

Violence against SC/ST‘s 

1. Honor killings: Many time dalits are victim to this social evil. 

a. BhagwanDass v. Delhi deemed honor killings is the ―rarest of rare‖ category of crimes that deserve 

the death penalty. 

2. Devadasi system: holds many dalit women as the victims of evil social practice. 

3. Lynching against Dalits in the name of cow protection. 

4. Caste clashes against Dalits:  for example Bhima-Koregaon violence in Maharashtra 2017 

5. Social discrimination:  

a. Despite provisions against untouchability, it is widely practiced in the country. 

b. Temple entry restricted in many places. 

c. Social boycott through villages. 

 

Some of the positives of the bill  

1. Helps to trial the people with stringent provisions to stop social discrimination. 

2. Atrocities against SC/ST can be checked. 
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3. Gives opportunity to report the crime against socially and economically higher classes. 

 

Issues associated with the bill  

1. Possible misuse of the bill to threaten the people. Threatening the innocent people as per the provisions of 

the act. 

2. Arrest without enquiry is against basic rights provided to the victim. 

3. Many critics feel that this step is an act of appeasement towards the SC/ST community.  

 

Conclusion 

 There is no doubt that scheduled castes and scheduled tribes are discriminated in the society. However, arrest 

without probing or enquiry on caste atrocities may not be the solution to the problem.  

 Certainty of punishment matters more than the severity of punishment. Government should act towards 

ensuring each and every SC/ST atrocities are addressed effectively in much better way than the provisions of 

the current act. 

 

19. Challenges of elderly in India 

Facts on elderly people in India 

 According to Population Census 2011 there are nearly 104 million elderly persons (aged 60 years or above) 

in India; Share and size of elderly population is increasing over time. From 5.6% in 1961 the proportion has 

increased to 8.6% in 20 11.  

  71% of elderly population resides in rural areas while 29 % is in urban areas. 

 The old - age dependency ratio climbed from 10.9% in 1961 to 14.2% in 2011 for India as a whole. 

 In rural areas , 66% of elderly men and 28% of elderly women were working, while in urban areas only 46% 

of elderly men and about 11% of elderly women were working. 

Challenges 

  Out of the 450 million who will leave the workforce at retirement age, only a small proportion of them are 

entitled to receive pensions. 

  More than 50% of the Indian elderly population is dependent on others for their daily chores and 

additionally, elderly women face more problems due to lack of economic independence. 

 Lack of infrastructure: With increasing longevity and debilitating chronic diseases, many elder citizens will 

need better access to physical infrastructure in the coming years. Lack of physical infrastructure is a major 

deterrent to providing comfort to the age. 

 Changing family structure and family values are harmful for elderly as no one will be there to look after 

them. 

https://www.helpageindia.org/wp-content/themes/helpageindia/pdf/state-elderly-india-2014.pdf
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 Availability, Accessibility and Affordability of Health Care. Cardiovascular diseases, respiratory disorders, 

hearing and visual impairments are common ailments to old aged population. Almost one-half (47 percent) 

of older Indians have at least one chronic disease such as asthma, angina, arthritis, depression, or diabetes. 

Nuclear families and lack of economic capacity has led to elderly health being neglected. 

 

Government schemes for Senior Citizens: 

 Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana (RVY) 

This scheme is also run by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. This is a central sector scheme 

funded from the Senior Citizens‘ Welfare Fund. 

 The fund was notified in the year 2016. All unclaimed amounts from small savings accounts, PPF and EPF 

are to be transferred to this fund. 

 Indira Gandhi National Old Age Pension Scheme (IGNOAPS) 

The Ministry of Rural Development extends social assistance for poor households- for the aged, widows, 

disabled, and in cases of death where the breadwinner has passed away. 

 Varishtha Pension Bima Yojana (VPBY): Scheme intended to give an assured minimum pension on a 

guaranteed minimum return on the subscription amount. 

 The Pradhan Mantri VayaVandana Yojana 

 The Pradhan Mantri VayaVandana Yojana (PNVVY) was launched in May 2017 to provide social 

security during old age. 

 Under the scheme, on payment of an initial lump sum amount ranging from Rs 1,50,000 for a 

minimum pension of Rs 1000 per month to a maximum of Rs 7,50,000/- for a maximum pension of 

Rs 5,000 per month, subscribers will get an assured pension based on a guaranteed rate of return of 

8% per annum. 

 National Programme for the Health Care of Elderly (NPHCE): To address various health related 

problems of elderly people.  

 

20. E Shakti 

Background 

Keeping in view the Government of India's mission for creating a digital India, NABARD launched a project for 

digitization of all Self Help Group (SHG) in the country. The project is being implemented in 100 districts across the 

country. 

 

Aims and Objectives: 

 Digitization of all the SHG accounts to bring SHG members under the fold of Financial Inclusion. 
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 Integrating SHG members with the national Financial Inclusion agenda; 

 Improving the quality of interface between SHG members and Banks for efficient and hassle free delivery of 

banking services by using the available technology; 

 Facilitate convergence of delivery system with SHGs using Aadhaar linked identity. 

 

Stakeholders of the Project: 

 Rural poor community and members of SHGs,  

 Self Help Promoting Institutions (SHPI), 

  Non-Government Organizations(NGOs),  

 Banks, NABARD, Government development departments and agencies like SLRM, NLRM etc.  

Impact: 

 Provided credit to SHGs based on real time performance; 

 Significantly reduced Saving-Credit linkage gap; 

 Captured credit history of members; 

 Promoted transparency through real time SMS alerts in 10 languages to members; 

 Aided convergence of SHGs with other Government Program 
 Integrated members with the larger Financial Inclusion Agenda; 

Challenges: 

 Sourcing of information from poor database and records; 

 Large scale training and capacity building of SHGs, SHPIs and others involved in implementation of the 

program. 

 Capture of field level information from SHGs in a limited time and periodic upload of savings and credit 

details of SHGs; 

 Cooperation from banks; 

 GPRS connectivity; 

 Initial funding of the pilot is being met by NABARD. There will be a huge fund requirement for scaling this 

pilot from the present level to 86 lakh SHGs across the country. 

21. Electoral Bonds scheme 

What is it? 
 Electoral bonds will be issued by a notified bank for specified denominations. One can donate to a political 

party by buying these bonds. 

 The party can convert these bonds back into money via their bank accounts.  

 Electoral Bond (s) would be issued/purchased for any value, in multiples of  

Rs.1,000, Rs.10,000, Rs.1,00,000, Rs.10,00,000 and Rs.1,00,00,000 from the Specified Branches of the State 

Bank of India (SBI). 

Why is it important? 

 Most political parties accept cash donations from anonymous sources. Nearly 70 per cent of the party 

funding over an 11-year period came from unknown sources. 
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 The 255th Law Commission Report on Electoral Reforms observed that opacity in political funding 

results in ―lobbying and capture‖ of the government by big donors.  

 Currently, political parties are required to report any donation of over Rs.20,000 to the IT department. But 

there has been a trend of more donations flowing by way of hard cash in smaller amounts. To fix this, the 

Budget has reduced the disclosure limit to 2,000 and insists that any amount over this must be paid through 

cheque or the digital mode. The idea is that electoral bonds will prompt donors to take the banking route to 

donate, with their identity captured by the issuing authority.  

 

Benefits of electoral bonds 

 Tackling Black Money in Political Funding: As electoral bonds will be purchased through KYC 

compliance therefore it would induce funding through clean money.  

 It is a first step towards bringing transparency and accountability in political funding. 

 Short span of 15 days for redeeming the electoral bonds will prevent it from being a parallel currency.  

 

Criticism against electoral bonds 

 It is instrument to ease the flow of black money to political parties. 

 Anonymity of donor: political parties no longer need to reveal the donor‘s name for contributions 

above20,000, provided these are in the form of electoral bonds.  

 Benefits only larger parties which gets large share of votes in previous elections. 

 Electoral bonds tilt the political finance balance heavily in favor of the ruling party in the Centre. 

 Political-corporate nexus 

 Electoral bonds and FCRA new regulations helps to manage black money easily. 

Way forward 

 Though electoral bonds are good step towards improving transparency, it is evident that parties can escape 

from the scrutiny. 

 Stringent provisions should be brought in the electoral bond provisions to improve the transparency in 

electoral funding.  

22. Betting legalization 

Context: The report, titled ―Legal Framework: Gambling and Sports Betting including Cricket in India‖ by the 

Law commission recommended regulated betting in India.  

Current status of betting in India  

 Betting is seen as a sensitive socio-political issue. More so in sports because of the match-fixing and spot-

fixing controversies.  

 The issue of legalising betting gathered momentum when former Chief Justice of India R M Lodha 

recommended that betting should be legalised in cricket.  

 Illegal betting market in India is worth $150 billion, or roughly Rs 9.6 lakh crore. Most of it is via local 

bookmakers and unregulated offshore websites. 
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Why regulation is better? 

 Difficult to ensure ban: Cricket matches to animal sports are betted illegally in India currently.  

 Organized crime: Keeping gambling illegal, has let organized crime benefit from it. 

 Gambling runs under black money if banned. 

 Revenue can be generated by legalizing and taxing the betting. 

 Social welfare activities can be initiated by the tax collected as suggested by Law commission. 

 Employment can be generated through institutional mechanism of betting. 

 Authentication through Aadhaar, PAN cards, e-transactions helps to minimize the exploitation/ faking of 

illegal betting. 

 Successful examples:Many western countries successfully regulated betting. 

Why there should be ban? 

 There is no guarantee that legalizing betting will curb black money. 

 Vulnerability of poor will increase as they tend to use large chunk of their income to quick gain of money. 

 Social vulnerability will increase by involvement of students, poor in betting trap by very attractive betting 

application. 

 Bankruptcy may increase. 

 Match-fixing and sportsfraud may increase as betters tend to fix the sportsmen. 

Betting is not morally correct in India. E.g Mahabharata epic shows huge negative impact of betting by 

Yudhishthira. 

 

23.National Register For Citizens 

Background: 

 Post independence Assam had great influx of illegal migrants from Bangladesh. This created socio economic 

and cultural tensions in Assam which led to anti immigration movements. 

 The All Assam Students Union (AASU) and Assam Gana Parishad led the movement and demanded update 

of NRC of 1951.  

 The National Register of Citizens (NRC) is the list of Indian citizens of Assam. It was prepared in 1951, 

following the census of 1951. 

 The Assam accord was signed between the leaders of AASU-AAGSP (All Assam Students Union and All 

Assam Gana Sangram Parishad) and the Government of India in 1985. The following was agreed: 

 Full Citizenship and Right to Vote to all foreigners who entered Assam between 1951 and 1961. 

 Full Citizenship but Right to vote after 10 years (No voting rights for 10 years). All foreigners who 

entered Assam between 1961 and 1971 

 No Citizenship to all foreigners who entered Assam after 1971 (24th March).They are to be declared 

a foreigner and deported.  

 The process of NRC update was taken up in Assam as per a Supreme Court order in 2013. In order to 

wean out cases of illegal migration from Bangladesh and other adjoining areas, NRC updation was 
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carried out under The Citizenship Act, 1955, and according to the rules framed in the Assam 

Accord. 

For a person‘s name to be included in the updated NRC list of 2018, he/ she will have to furnish: 

 Existence of name in the legacy data: The legacy data is the collective list of the NRC data of 1951 and the 

electoral rolls up to midnight of 24 March 1971. 

  Proving linkage with the person whose name appears in the legacy data. 

 

How is verification carried out? 

 The updating process started in May 2015 and ended on 31 August 2015.  

 A total of 3.29 crore people applied through 68.31 lakh applications. 

  The process of verification involved house-to-house field verification, determination of authenticity of 

documents, family tree investigations in order to rule out bogus claims of parenthood and linkages and 

separate hearings for married women. 

Who all have been left out? 

 Out of the 40.07 lakh applicants who have been left out of the final draft NRC released, 2.48 lakh applicants 

have been kept on hold including the D-Voters (doubtful voters who have been disenfranchised on account 

of failure to prove citizenship), descendants of D-voters and persons whose cases are pending before the 

foreigners tribunal.  

 The state however, has not revealed the reason for keeping others on hold. 

What next? 

 The process of filing claims and objections will start on 30 August, during which people whose names have 

been left out of the NRC Assam, can once again appeal to have their case reconsidered. 

  Those left out are not yet being labelled as ―foreigners‖ or being sent to detention centres. However, only 

those applicants who had submitted their applications in 2015 will be considered. 

Conclusion 

NRC is a good step against illegal migration to the country. However government should take proper actions to 

ensure safety and security of the citizens of the country and try to look at this issue as a humanitarian task, not just as 

a legal one. 

 

24. DNA Technology (Use and Application) Regulation Bill, 2018 

According to National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) 2016 data, more than 3 lakhs cases per year involve crime on 

human body and properties. Recently approved DNA Technology (Use and Application) Regulation Bill, 2018 helps 

to effectively address these cases. 

Key Provisions 

 Purpose: DNA based forensic technologies to support and strengthen the justice delivery system of the 

country. 

 Mandatory Accreditation and Regulation of DNA laboratories:  to set in place an institutional 

mechanism to collect and utilize DNA technologies for identifying people based on samples collected from 

crime scenes.  

 Special Database: Special databanks can only store information related to criminal investigations. 
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 Ensure Privacy: Several clauses in the Bill were tightened for assuring reliable DNA test results and 

immunity to data abuse in terms of privacy rights of the citizens. 

 Identifying the Missing:  Bill helps in cross-matching between persons who have been reported missing on 

the one hand and unidentified dead bodies found in various parts of the country on the other. 

 Regulation mechanism:Bill constitutes a DNA Profiling Board that would be the ultimate authority and 

would function to authorize the creation of State- level DNA databanks, approve the methods of DNA 

collection and inquire DNA- technologies. 

 

Significance of the bill: 

 Solving cases involving offences that are categorized as affecting the human body (such as murder, rape, 

human trafficking, or grievous hurt), and those against property (including theft, burglary, and dacoity). 

 Speedier justice delivery: reducing the delay of cases/ pending cases etc.  

 Increased conviction rate: Escape of criminals because of lack of proof can be reduced. Currently 

conviction rate is only 30%. 

 Identification of missing people can be easier. 

 Creates checks and balances to safe use of DNA data. 

Bill is a good step forward towards better justice delivery mechanism and easy identification of bodies. However, 

provisions in the bill should be implemented in letter and spirit to ensure safe use of DNA data collected as per the 

provisions of the bill.  

 

25. Live streaming of Supreme Court proceedings. 

Context: The Supreme Court‘s three judge bench has permitted live streaming of Supreme Court proceedings.  

Advantages: 

 Education: Watching live proceedings will educate law students, litigants and the public in general about law, 

due process of law. It would also help educate the people on various constitutional issues. The debates in the 

court would help enrich diverse views in people.  

 Convenience for litigants:  

  The litigants may not need to always travel to Delhi to witness the court proceedings. Many litigants are 

poor and have to travel from various corners of India to Delhi.  

 The litigants can also evaluate the performance of the judges in the court 

 Conduct of lawyers: Live streaming of court proceedings would ensure that lawyers adhere to utmost values of 

decorum. It would lead to lesser disruptions and adjournments thus leading to faster justice delivery.  

 Brings Transparency and accountability in judiciary. 

 

Disadvantages:  

 Privacy concerns: Hearing of cases related to marital disputes, rape or sexual assault may undermine privacy.  

 National security concerns: National security could be undermined if the matters related to it are live streamed.  

 Commercialization: Live streaming of court proceedings must not be commercialized and should not be used 

for profit.  
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 Conduct of lawyers: With proceedings live streamed there might be a tendency in lawyers to play the gallery 

which would affect the proceedings of court. 

 Streaming sensitive issues may provoke emotions of the groups. E.g.: Babri Masjid demolition case.  

 

Way forward: 

 Live proceeding must be conducted for only matters of great public importance.  

 Criminal matters and family matters must be out of its scope. 

 Introduction of live streaming/ recording of judicial proceedings in lower judiciary would help to improve 

the justice delivery from the grass root level of judicial system. 

 

26. Issues with Judicial appointments 

Context: Recently controversy regarding judicial appointments to higher judiciary was in news. 

 

Evolution of judicial appointments in India:  

 Constitutional Principle – Judges of SC and HC are appointed under the Article 124(2) and 217 

respectively. For example - a. Article 124 (2) states – ‗Every Judge of the SC shall be appointed by the 

President …Provided that in the case of appointment of a Judge other than the CJI, the CJI will always be 

consulted‘. 

 Evolution of Collegium  

o First Judges Case - S.P. Gupta Vs Union of India, 1981 – SC held that consultation was not 

concurrence and thus tilted the judicial appointments in favour of the executive. 

o Second Judges Case - Advocates-on-Record Association Vs Union of India, 1993, a 9-judge 

Constitution Bench – overruled the First Judges Case verdict and also devised a mechanism for 

appointment called Collegium for ‗protecting the integrity and guarding the independence of the 

judiciary‘. The collegium consisted of the CJI and his/her two seniormost colleagues.  

o Third Judges Case – Presidential Reference was made under Article 143 over the term 

‗consultation‘ which was heard by 9 judge constitutional bench – Collegium system was upheld. The 

collegium was expanded to CJI + 4 senior most judges.  

 Collegium system has had its criticism. It has been suggested that it is Non transparent and lacks 

accountability and checks. 

 To overcome the deficiencies of the Collegium, the Government enacted the National Judicial 

Appointments Commission (NJAC).  

 NJAC was deemed unconstitutional by a 4:1 majority verdict as it encroached upon the independence of the 

judiciary.  

 The SC asked the executive to establish a Memorandum of Procedure for appointment of Judges. The 

Government has established the MOP but has not revealed its details. 

 

Some issues with the current MOP: 

 Splitting recommended lists and selectively approving names on part of the government. This alters the inter 

se seniority among judges, this also affects who becomes the CJI or forms the collegium. 

 Delay in approving names  

 Some lists have been returned more than once. For example – Appointments to Allahabad HC.  

 

Judicial appointments has created many flashpoints between the Government and SC. Need of the day is to take 

another look at the Memorandum of Procedure to uphold the transparency in judicial appointments and focus on 

who is getting appointed by which method, instead of who gets to appoint. 
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27. Mob Lynching 

What is mob lynching? 

Mob lynching is killing of individuals by the mob. The mob tries to carry out instantaneous justice by beating or 

assaulting an alleged culprit of a crime which often results in death of the individual. 

Reasons for mob lynching 

 Lack of faith in government institutions like the judiciary and police. There are significant delay and 

pendency in lower courts, and police is often accused by the mob of not carrying out impartial 

investigations.  

 Communalism and other social divisions also leads to lack of trust among different communities at the 

local level. Often such divisions are mobilized by political parties leading to events such as mob lynchings to 

further the division.  

 Cow smuggling, cow killing and consumption of cow meat have been emotional issues for the mob and 

have led to lynchings. For example: Pehlu Khan was lynched in Alwar, Rajasthan while transporting cows 

for his dairy farm on suspicion of cow smuggling.  

 Rumours of child kidnapping have also led to mob lynching. Recently in Assam, two men were lynched 

on suspicion of kidnapping local children.  

 Road rage in metropolitan cities have also led to mob lynching. 

There has been a growth in the number of mob violence and lynching throughout India. Mob violence and lynching 

are gross violations against the fundamental rights of every individual specially Article 21 which enshrines the right 

to life and dignity. 

Laws for Lynching in India 

 Section 223 (a) of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC), to prosecute together two or more people 

accused of the same offence committed in the course of the ―same transaction‖. But the provision falls far 

short of an adequate legal framework for prosecuting lynch mobs. 

 National Campaign Against Mob Lynching  draft Protection from Lynching Act, 2017 defines, for the 

first time in Indian legal history, the terms ‗lynching‘, ‗mob‘ and ‗victim‘ of mob lynching. It makes 

lynching a non-bailable offence, criminalises dereliction of duty by a policeman, criminalises incitement on 

social media, and stipulates that adequate compensation be paid, within a definite time frame, to victims and 
survivors. It also guarantees a speedy trial and witness protection. This is yet to be implemented.  

28. Supreme Court Verdict on Lynching 

Context: Recently Supreme Court came up with the landmark judgment against mob lynching. 

What court said? 

 Mob lynching are horrendous acts of mobocracy  

 We have lost the values of tolerance to sustain a diverse culture  

 Recent horror of mob violence are made worse by apathy of bystanders, numbness of mute spectators, inertia 

of Police and grandstanding of the incident by perpetrators of crimes on social media  

 Mob violence will consume the whole country and is fed by fake news, self-professed morality and false 

stories .This would lead to emergence of a violent society.  

On Role of State  
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 State have the primary role to see that this form of vigilantism does not take place. 

 Parliament should make lynching a separate offence. 

  Centre and State governments should implement the measures and file compliance reports within 4 weeks.  

Measures to stop lynching: 

 Nodal Officer: The state government shall designate a police officer not below the rank of SP as Nodal 

Officers in each district. Nodal officer will be assisted by a DSP and together they will constitute a Task 

Force. 

  This task force shall take measures to prevent Mob violence and lynching, procure intelligence reports  

 The State governments have to identify Districts, Sub-Divisions and/or Villages which are most 

vulnerable to mob violence. Vulnerability would be dependent on the number of cases of mob lynching and 

violence reported in the last 5 years.  

 Designated Fast Track Courts in each district shall try cases of lynching and mob violence. Hearing 

should be on daily basis To cause deterrence, maximum sentence as per law must be awarded for mob 

violence and lynching  

 Disciplinary action must be taken against officials who fail to comply with the courts‘ directions and who 
act with deliberate negligence.  

The SC has rightly noted that the ‗Law is practiced in courts and not on the streets‘ and by resorting to mob 

violence and justice, people undermine the supremacy of the law. The law enforcement agencies thus should not be 

undermined and mob violence and lynching must be controlled to prevent the Indian society from transforming into 
a violent society. 

29. Judgement on Article 239 AA- Delhi 

 

Background 

 Article 239AA of the Constitution of India granted Special Status to Delhi among Union Territories (UTs) 

through 69th constitutional amendment. 

 Article provides Legislative Assembly and a Council of Ministers responsible to appropriate powers to 

address the concerns of common man.  

 As per Article 239AA – Public Order, Police & Land in NCT of Delhi fall within the domain of Central 

Government which shall have the power to make laws on these matters. 

 Remaining matters of State List or Concurrent List, in so far as any such matter is applicable to UTs, the 

Legislative Assembly shall have power to make laws for NCT of Delhi. 

 Further, the Council of Ministers are elected to aid and advise the LG in the exercise of his functions in 

relation to matters with respect to which the Legislative assembly has power to make law.  

What was the issue about? 

 In recent years, Lieutenant governor appointed by the Center and elected government initiated power war for 

supremacy resulting in setting up of 5 member constitutional bench after Delhi high-court‘s declaration of 

supremacy of Lieutenant governor. 
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Supreme Court‘s verdict: It made deviations from the Delhi High Court judgment of August 2016 and ensured 

constitutional supremacy and balance of power. 

1. Advice given by the council of ministers is binding on the LG to uphold the supremacy of elected 

government. 

2. LG can refer the matter to President for decision: to ensure balance of power between center and UT 

3. Judgment also cautioned about misuse of power of referring to President by saying that only sensitive issues 

can be referred to President. 

4. Judgment upholds the fact that Delhi is a national capital and complete statehood is not feasible. Hence 

upheld the balance of power between center and elected government of UT.  

Implications: 
1. It may end the tussle between elected government and LG. This would curb the existing issues and 

hindrances in proper functioning of the Government and would improve Governance of Delhi. 

2. The Clear Demarcations of Powers would be beneficial in future years to ensure proper Functioning of 

Government. 

3. The decision would uphold the Provisions of Indian Constitution regarding the Powers- Executive and 

Administrative of Delhi's Chief Minister. 

4. LG cannot act as agent of centre. He/she has to abide local government. 

5. End of tussle between central government and government of Delhi. 
 

Landmark judgment reiterates that the Constitution is supreme and whichever party holds office in Delhi, it derives 

its authority from the constitution. Both the governments should understand the necessities of co-operative 

federalism for better governance in the capital. 

 

30.Section 377 of IPC 

What is section 377 of IPC 

 Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code dating back to 1861, introduced during the British rule of 

India, criminalized sexual activities "against the order of nature", including homosexual activities. 

 In 2009, the Delhi High Court read down Section 377 to apply only to non-consensual, penile, non-vaginal 

sex, and sexual acts by adults with minors.  

 In December 2013, a two-judge Bench of the Supreme Court, on appeals filed by private parties, set aside the 

High Court‘s judgment. It upheld the criminalisation of gay sex while virtually denying the LGBTQ 

community the right to sexuality, sexual orientation and choice of partner. 

  In July 2018, a Constitution Bench re-opened the entire issue, saying a section of people could not live in 

fear of the law which atrophied their rights to choice, privacy and dignity. 

Issues with IPC section 377 

 Section 377 criminalizes a section of people for being a sexual minority. 

 Section 377 is against right to privacy which is a fundamental right. 

 Section 377 is an age old provision. With change in the mentality of the society, laws also need to be 

modified. 

 Government and laws should not constrict the very personal decisions of individuals. 

https://www.thehindu.com/tag/Supreme_Court/?utm=bodytag
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Support towards IPC section 377 

 Homo sexuality is against nature.  

 Homo sexuality is against the social and religious norms. Many religious leaders criticized it. 

 It may also lead to social stereotyping. 

 

31. Adultery 

Context: Recently Supreme Court of India took up public Interest Litigation about adultery which is a criminal 

offence in India under IPC section 497. 

What is adultery? 

Adultery is a voluntary sexual intercourse between a married person and a person who is not their spouse which is 

defined under IPC section 497 as follows: 

―Whoever has sexual intercourse with a person who is and whom he knows or has a reason to believe to be the wife 

of another man, without the consent or connivance of that man, such sexual intercourse not amounting to the offence 

of rape, is guilty of the offence of adultery‖ 

Background of section 497 cases 

 In Yusuf Abdul Aziz vs The State of Bombay, 1954, the constitutionality of Section 497 was questioned on 

the grounds that it violated gender equality, as promised by Articles 14 and 15 of the Constitution. The 

Supreme Court found the section to be constitutional. 

 Thirty years later, it came up before the Supreme Court again on the same grounds in Sowmithri Vishnu vs 

Union of India, 1985. Here, the Supreme Court looked into the meaning and purpose of the law more closely 

and observed that: 

 It is commonly accepted that it is the man who is the seducer and not the woman. 

 The contemplation of the law, evidently, is that the wife, who is involved in an illicit relationship 

with another man, is a victim and not the author of the crime. 

 Adultery is ―an offence against the sanctity of the matrimonial home, an act which is committed by a 

man, as it generally is.‖ 

 In V Revathi vs Union of India, 1988, as well, the Supreme Court held that the man is always the seducer. 

 Again in 2018, Supreme Court is hearing a PIL filed by Joseph Shine, challenging the penal provision of 

adultery under Section 497 of the Indian Penal Code. 

 The petitioners challenged the adultery law saying that it violates the right to equality guaranteed by Article 

14 of the Constitution. 

 They argued that the adultery law only punished married men for having extra-marital sexual relations with a 

married woman. 
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Issues related to adultery laws in India  

1. The provisions grants relief to the wife by treating her only as a victim going by the wide spread societal 

presumption which is against gender equality.   

2. Section 497 demeans a woman to the extent of her being considered the husband's "commodity" So much so 

that a woman can enter into an adulterous relationship if her husband consents. 

3. The law also does not take into account cases where the husband has sexual relations with an unmarried 

woman or widow. 

4. There is no provision for wife to go to the court in case husband commits adultery. 

5. Modern nations allow individuals to frame and live by their own codes of personal morality. IPC 

section 497 is against it.  

6. Legislative intent behind the enactment of Section 497 is quite different from today. So IPC section 497 

should be relooked again. 

Some arguments towards adultery laws are 

1. Decriminalizing adultery will dilute the institution of marriage. 

2. Decriminalization can act as grant for unethical relation which may bring social imbalance.  

3. 1985 Supreme Court judgement upholded criminalization of adultery. 

Conclusion 

It is evident that laws of adultery under IPC sections are gender biased and provides no right on one‘s own body 

which is against the fundamental principles of constitution. Personal choices like adultery may be morally 

unacceptable for many individuals but should not amount to criminal offences. 

32. Euthanasia 

Context: In March 2018, the Supreme Court of India legalized passive euthanasia in the country. 

What is Euthanasia? 

 Euthanasia is the practice of intentionally ending a life to relieve pain and suffering. 

 Euthanasia can be further divided into passive or active variants. 

 Passive euthanasia entails withholding the treatment necessary for the continuance of life. 

 Active euthanasia entails the use of lethal substances or forces (such as administering a lethal 

injection), and is the more controversial.  

Supreme Court decisions 

 ArunaShanbaug v. Union of India (2011) brought the issue of euthanasia into the public domain. Court laid 

out guidelines for passive euthanasia. According to these guidelines, passive euthanasia involves the 

withdrawing of treatment or food that would allow the patient to live. 

 On 25 February 2014, while hearing a PIL filed by NGO Common Cause, a three-judge bench of the 

Supreme Court of India observed that the judgment in ArunaShanbaug case was based on a wrong 

interpretation of the constitution bench judgment in Gian Kaur v. State of Punjab.Court observed that the 

judgment is inconsistent in itself as though it observes that euthanasia can be allowed only by legislature yet 
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it goes on to lay down guidelines on the same. Therefore, court referred the issue to a constitution bench 

which shall be heard by a strength of at least five judges. 

 In March 2015, the Supreme Court of India, passed a historic judgment-law permitting Passive Euthanasia in 

the country. 

 In 2018 the Supreme Court of India declared through a five-judge Constitution bench that, if strict guidelines 

are followed, the government would honor "living wills" allowing consenting patients to be passively 

euthanized if the patient suffers from a terminal illness or is in a vegetative state 

Arguments towards euthanasia 

 Article 21 of the Constitution gives the right to life. Right to life means right to take away life as well. The 

right to life includes the right to live with dignity. When you are in pain, that dignity is lost and you are 

forced to rely on your kith and kin for support. 

 There is no point in living only because a legal system demands it. Many of proponents argue that dying at 

free will should be legalized. For example: Narayan Lavate (88) and IravatiLavate (78) from Maharashtra 

 Passive euthanasia is part of Indian culture as these are practiced in the form of traditional 

rituals Santhara and Prayopavesa  

 Euthanasia is allowed in some countries like Netherland, Belgium etc. 

Arguments against the euthanasia 

 Section 309 of the Indian Penal Code prescribes punishment for attempting suicide. Euthanasia is another 

form of suicide by will. 

 Possible misuse of euthanasia for killing innocents. 

Legalizing passive euthanasia in India is a very good step. However effective regulations should be introduced to 

prevent the possible misuse of it. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Living_wills
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33. Special category status 

Context: There was demand for special category status from the states like Andhra Pradesh, Bihar and Orissa. 

Background: 

 The concept of Special Category Status was introduced by the Fifth Finance commission in 1969. It sought 

to provide additional benefits to the disadvantaged states in the form of central assistance and tax breaks.  

 Initially the states of Assam, Nagaland and J&K were granted special status. Since then 8 more states have 

been included - Arunachal, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Tripura, Sikkim, Uttarakhand and Himachal 

Pradesh. 

 All the other states barring these Special Category States are known as General category states.  

The rationalegiven for the special category status for the states was that these states had some inherent features and 

low resource base which made it difficult for these states to mobilize resources for development. 

Some of the criteria for the special category status are:  

 Hilly and difficult terrain;  

 Low population density or sizeable share of tribal population; 

 Strategic location along borders with neighboring countries;  

 Economic and infrastructural backwardness;  

 Non-viable nature of state finances.  

 

Reasons why there should be special category status: 

 It helps the states to mobilize resources, attract investments as they receive Tax Breaks.  

 Better implementation of central sponsored schemes as the special category states have to contribute 10% 

of the cost of the projects whereas General category states have to contribute 30% to 40% of the cost. It 

would also help in completing the projects pending due to financial constraints. 
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 Would help states which have unique circumstances. Those states do not have enough incomes and 

economic activity to earn through taxes and are thus dependent on funds from centre.  

 

Reasons why it does not hold any relevance:  

 The Finance Minister has recently suggested that the SCS does not hold much relevance anymore. The 14th 

Finance commission's new devolution formula takes into account the backwardness of the state.  

 The 14th Finance Commission increased the devolution to states to 42% of the central shareable taxes.  

 The special category status held relevance when Planning Commission was responsible for disbursing funds 

to the states. Erstwhile Planning commission has been dissolved and Niti Aayog has been created which 

works as a think tank and has no power to disburse funds to the states.  

Conclusion  

 The states of Andhra Pradesh, Biharand Odisha have been demanding the Special Category Status for the last 

few years. 

 Though their demand is legitimate as far as financial support is concerned but taking it through special 

category status may not hold relevance after the recommendation of the 14th Finance Commission.  

 The centre must ensure that financial support are given to the states through revenue grants to meet the 

revenue deficit of the states. 

 

34. Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2016 

Background  

 According to the Citizenship Act, 1955, illegal migrants are prohibited from acquiring Indian citizenship. 

  An illegal immigrant is identified as one who enters the country without valid travel documents (like 

passport and visa). The category also includes those people who have the valid travel documents but stay 

beyond the permitted time period. 

 On the other hand, the Foreigners Act, 1946, and the Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920, put forth the 

provision that illegal migrants can be imprisoned or deported.  

 These acts empower the central government to regulate the entry, exit and residence of foreigners within the 

territory of India. 

Highlights of the amendment Bill 

 The Bill amends the Citizenship Act, 1955 to make illegal migrants who are Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, 
Parsis and Christians from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan, eligible for citizenship. 

 Under the Act, one of the requirements for citizenship by naturalisation is that the applicant must have 

resided in India during the last 12 years, and for 11 of the previous 14 years.  The Bill relaxes this 11 year 
requirement to six years for persons belonging to the same six religions and three countries. 

Key Issues and Analysis 

 The Bill makes illegal migrants eligible for citizenship on the basis of religion. This may violate Article 

14 of the Constitution which guarantees right to equality. 

 Act doesn‘t have a provision for Muslim sects like Shias and Ahmediyas who also face persecution in 

Pakistan. 
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 Bill may increase the migrants to India from other countries. 

 Acts would embolden political forces of neighboring countries to evict people from other religions from their 

lands and force them to go to India. 

 People from Assam are opposing it as it may hurt the rights of people in the region. Meghalaya Democratic 

Alliance (MDA) also opposed the bill. 

 Bill fails to adhere to the provisions of the international refugee law.  

 The Bill allows cancellation of OCI registration for violation of any law. This is a wide ground that may 

cover a range of violations, including minor offences (eg. parking in a no parking zone). 

Conclusion  

 Providing a humanitarian assistance and asylum to the people suffering in other countries is good and it is in 

line with Indian value system. 

 However such move should not be religion-biased.  

 Government should ensure issues associated with the bill are solved before implementing the bill  

35.Net neutrality 

What is net neutrality? 

 Net neutrality is the principle that Internet service providers treat all data on the Internet equally, and not 

discriminate or charge differently by user, content, website, platform, application, type of attached 

equipment, or method of communication. 

 For instance, under these principles, internet service providers are unable to intentionally block, slow down 

or charge money for specific websites and online content. 

Why net neutrality is important? 

 Without specific net neutrality regulations, ISPs can block or slow down internet speeds for select sites, or 

provide preferential treatment to certain content providers over others.  

 Telecom operators virtually control the interest of individuals. 

 Telecom operator can enter into an agreement with a company and allow faster access to its website 

compared to others, or bar the entry of new players in that particular area.  

Net neutrality in India 

 Free Basics and Airtel Zero controversy initiated the need of net neutrality in India. 

 Recently Telecom Commission has accepted the recommendations made by regulatory body TRAI (Telecom 

Regulatory Association of India) 

 The telecom regulator has ruled that if a service provider is found violating the regulation, there will 

be a penalty of Rs 50,000 for each day of contravention, subject to a maximum of Rs 50 Lakhs.   

 ISPs cannot block or throttle any web traffic or offer fast lanes for content providers who pay for the 

privilege. 

 The decision ensures that internet for Indians will continue to remain non-discriminatory and 

unrestricted. 

 However, emerging and critical services like remote surgery and autonomous cars that may require 

high-speed internet lanes have been kept out of the ambit of net neutrality rules.  
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36. Triple talaq judgment 

About talaq? 
 ‗Triple Talaq‘ or ‗Oral talaq‘ is a procedure of divorce mentioned under the Sharia Law which is a body of 

the Islamic law. Under this, a husband can divorce his wife by pronouncing ‗Talaq‘ thrice. 

 There are three forms of talaq: Ahsan, Hasan and Talaq-e-Biddat (triple or instant talaq). Ahsan and Hasan 

are revocable. Biddat — pronouncing divorce in one go by the husband is irrevocable. 

 Triple talaq is a practice mainly prevalent among Indian Muslim community.  

 Under the practice, a Muslim man can divorce his wife by simply uttering "talaq" three times but women 

cannot pronounce triple talaq and are required to move a court for getting divorce under the Sharia Act, 

1937. 

 Triple talaq divorce is banned by many Islamic countries, including Pakistan, Bangladesh and Indonesia. 

What happened? 

 In October 2015, a Supreme Court bench dealing with a case related to the Hindu Succession Act requested 

the Chief Justice of India to set up a separate bench to examine if Muslim women face gender discrimination 

in cases of divorce. Attorney General MukulRohatgi was asked to assist the court in pleas challenging the 

validity of Triple Talaq and polygamy. The government had vehemently opposed the practice in the court. 

 A five-judge Constitution bench was set up to hear the plea in May 2017. The court initially consulted with 

the All India Muslim Personal Law Board (AIMPLB) whether it was possible to introduce the option for 

women to say ‗no‘ to Triple Talaq. 

 The Court made it very clear in its proceedings that ―we will only look at Triple Talaq and whether it is 

constitutional and not go into issues such as polygamy.‖ Amid opposition from the AIMPLB, which said that 

the practice was 1,400 years old, the court declared the practice illegal in August 2017. 

 

Majority Verdict in SC 

 

 Three judges of the bench said that triple talaq must be struck down as it goes against the constitution and is 

unacceptable.  

 They said that the Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act of 1937 recognised and enforced triple 

talaq, therefore, it should not be considered a personal law but a statutory law. Hence it comes under the 

ambit of Article 13(1) of the constitution. 

 Article 13 mandates that any law, framed before or after the Constitution,  should not be violative of the 

fundamental rights. 

 Triple Talaq is manifestly arbitrary and was violative of Article 14 (the Right to Equality) and did not enjoy 

the protection of Article 25(1) of the Constitution. 

 

Minority Verdict in SC 
 

 Two judges ruled that triple talaq enjoys the status of fundamental rights as it is a part of Muslim personal 

law.  

 They were in favour of putting the practice aside for a period of six months allowing Parliament to legislate 

on it.  
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 They asked political parties to set aside their differences and introduce a new law on the practice, taking 

into account concerns of Muslim bodies and the Sharia law. 

 

The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Bill, 2017 

 After the judgment,The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Bill, 2017 was introduced in Lok 

Sabha 

 The Bill makes all declaration of talaq, including in written or electronic form, to be void (i.e. not 

enforceable in law) and illegal.   

 Offence and penalty:  The Bill makes declaration of talaq a cognizable and non-bailable offence.  (A 

cognizable offence is one for which a police officer may arrest an accused person without warrant.)  A 

husband declaring talaq can be imprisoned for up to three years along with a fine. 

 The Union Cabinet has approved has approved three key changes to the Muslim Women Protection of Rights 

on Marriage Bill. 

o Provision of Bail - The amendment gives power to the magistrate to grant bail to men accused of 

giving instant triple talaq to their wives. While the offence of instant triple talaq continues to remain 

non-bailable at the time of arrest, the magistrate can grant bail on hearing the wife during the trial. 

o Who can file the FIR? - Further if a husband gives instant triple talaq to his wife, an FIR against him 

will only become cognizable when it is filed by the victim or anyone having blood relation or relation 

by marriage. 

o Reconciliation - If the wife and the husband agree to settle their differences, then the magistrate can 
compound the offence on appropriate terms and conditions. 

Judgment can be effective only when the bill in the parliament is passed with effective legislation to prevent the 
triple talaq which discriminates the women. 

37. Oxytocin ban 

What is Oxytocin? 

 Oxytocin is a peptide hormone produced by the paraventricular nucleus of the hypothalamus and released by 

the posterior pituitary.[3]  

 It plays a role in social bonding, sexual reproduction in both sexes, and during and after childbirth. 

  Doctors use it to induce labour in pregnant women and to stem postpartum bleeding. 

 It is supposed to act directly on the uterus to induce rhythmic contractions. 

 WHO recommends it as the drug of choice in postpartum hemorrhages. 

Issues with the use 

 Oxytocin is a controversial hormonal injection that is used widely in the dairy industry, agriculture and 

horticulture to achieve milk let-down. 

 It is believed to stimulate the mammary gland and induce milk production in farm animals. 

 There are news reports that it shortens their lives and makes them barren sooner. 

 Studies in Karnataka have shown that Oxytocin is being misused to speed up deliveries for pregnant women 

in overcrowded government hospitals.  

 Authorities are also concerned that the misuse of this growth booster is reported among trafficked children, 

injected to accelerate puberty among girls. 

Considering the challenge, government has decided to ban the import of the drug. Also production is restricted to 

PSUs. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxytocin#cite_note-3
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Issues with the Ban 

 Drug cannot be banned for its beneficial medical use. It is used for induction and augmentation of labour and 

control post-delivery bleeding. 

 Oxytocin is listed in the National List of Essential Medicines (NLEM) for reproductive health. 

 Move may create the challenges like shortage of the drug which is very essential. 

 Cost of the PSU manufactured drug is very high as compared to the private producers. 

 

38. Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2016 

Need 

 According to the latest census, India accounts for 4.8 million transgender whose rights are under threat. 

 People belonging to this section face various types of discrimination and social biases. 

Evolution  

 In February 2014, the Supreme Court passed a landmark judgement, paving the way for enshrining the rights 

of transgenders in law. It ruled that the fundamental rights granted by the Constitution are equally applicable 

to transgenders who constitute the 'third gender'. 

 Rights of Transgender Persons Bill, 2014, was introduced as a Private Member‘s Bill in the Rajya Sabha by 

Mr. Siva. It was unanimously passed in the Upper House but was never debated in the Lok Sabha. 

 Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2016 was introduced in the Lok Sabha in August 2016  

Provisions in the Bill: 

 The Bill makes it illegal to force atransgender person to leave residence or village, remove their clothes 

and parade them naked, force them into begging or any kind of bonded labour. These acts will be punishable 

with up to two years of imprisonment, along with a fine and also asks for amendments in the law to cover 

cases of sexual assault on transgender persons. 

 OBC status to all transgenders and reservation under the respective categories. 

 The Bill identifies ‗Transgender‘ as the third gender and gives a transgender person the freedom to 

identify as ‗man‘, ‗woman‘ or ‗transgender‘, independent of surgery/hormones.  

 Ensures transgender people enjoy the human rights like right to equality, right to life and dignity and 

personal liberty as guaranteed by the Constitution of India. 

 No discrimination in education. 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/rajya-sabha-passes-private-bill-on-transgenders/article7138056.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/live-today-in-parliament-april-29-2016/article8536287.ece
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 The Bill instructs the police to provide every assistance under the law to an aggrieved transgender person, 

and also to put the person in touch with the nearest organisation for rehabilitation. 

Concerns with the bill 

 Bill simply ignores the numerous welfare schemes suggested by the Supreme Court in its judgment in 

National Legal Services Authority versus Union of India (2014). 

 The bill requires a transgender individual to make an application to the district magistrate for issuing a 

certificate of identity as a transgender person which would be referred to the district screening committee 

constituted for the purpose of recognition of transgender persons. Such provision is patently in violation of 

the rights of the third gender guaranteed under Article 21 of the Constitution. 

 

39. Foreign Contribution Regulation Act amendments 

Foreign Contribution (regulation) Act, 2010 is an act of the Parliament of Indiato 

 regulate the acceptance and utilization of foreign contribution or foreign hospitality by certain 

individuals or associations or companies  

 Prohibit acceptance and utilization of foreign contribution or foreign hospitality for any activities 
detrimental to the national interest. 

About FCRA amendments 

 FCRA bars political parties from receiving foreign funds. 

 In 2016, the government amended the FCRA through the Finance Bill route, allowing foreign-origin 

companies to finance non-governmental organisations and clearing the way for donations to political 

parties by changing the definition of ―foreign companies‖. 

 The retrospective amendment did not apply to donations prior to 2010.  

 Government has again proposed an amendment through the Finance Bill, 2018 which makes 

amendment applicable from 1976. i.e. political parties are off the hook for any donation received 

after August 5, 1976 – the date of the commencement of the original Foreign Contribution (Regulation) 
Act of 1976. 

Criticism 

 Move that will benefit the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party and the Congress held guilty by the Delhi 

High Court for receiving foreign funds from two subsidiaries of Vedanta, a U.K.-based company. 

 The move came even as the government was cracking down on NGOs for allegedly violating the 

FCRA, freezing the bank accounts of Greenpeace and Citizens for Justice and Peace and even 
instituting criminal proceedings against the anti-communal activist TeestaSetalvad. 

Way forward 
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 It is evident that FCRA amendments are introduced to get the undue benefits for political par ties. 

 Such provisions should be squashed down by the court under the judicial review.  

 It is also important to bring sensitivity in the legislators not to pass such bills which are intentionally 
introduced to bring undue benefits to the political parties and against national interest. 

 

40. Article 35A: Kashmir 

Context: The controversial Article 35A of the Constitution is currently being challenged in the Supreme Court 

What is Article 35A? 

 It was added by a 1954 presidential order issued under Article 370, the constitutional provision that mediates 

the relationship between the Union of India and Kashmir 

 Article 35A of the Indian Constitution is an article that empowers the Jammu and Kashmir state‘s legislature 

to define ―permanent residents‖ of the state and provide special rights and privileges to those permanent 

residents. 

 Article 35A also empowers the State‘s legislature to frame any law without attracting a challenge on grounds 

of violating the Right to Equality of people from other States or any other right under the Constitution 

Arguments against scrapping Article 35A 

 Scrapping the Article 35A is seen as an assault on the special status of the Jammu and Kashmir. 

 The rights of the state legislature are not unlimited and can be given only in the case of – Employment, 

Property, Settlement and Scholarship. 

Arguments in favour of scrapping Article 35A 

 Article 35A was not a part of the original Constitution but was added later by a presidential order of 1954. 

 Article 370 is another matter of discussion as it is not permanent but a temporary clause. 

 The definition can be altered by the state government by passing a law with two third majority. 

 Its critics have argued that the Article affords Jammu and Kashmir undue powers, particularly by preventing 

non-State residents to own land in the State. 

 The act discriminates against women and Valmiki community. 

 

41. Right to Information (Amendment) Bill 2018 

Proposed amendment to RTI:  

The salary and the terms of service of the Chief Information Commissioner and Information Commissioners shall be 

determined by the Central Government. 

 

Criticism: 

 It would undermine the independence of the CICs and ICs. 
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 Rationale that a statutory body should not be compared with a constitutional body is flawed. The 

principle of statutorily securing tenure and protecting the terms of service by equating it to constitutional 

bodies as followed in the case of RTI act is common. For example – similar provisions exist for CVC and 

Lokpal. 

 RTI act has been used to bring transparency and accountability to the highest offices in the country. Many 

RTI activists have been murdered in the past. Thus utmost care must be taken to protect the Right to 

information of the citizens. 

Pros:  

 The bill does not make any changes to the intent of the RTI act  

 Sections 13 and 15 of the RTI act – states that - the salaries, allowances and other terms of service of the 

Chief of the Central Information Commission shall be the same as that of the Chief Election Commissioner. 

Those of the Central Information Commissioners and State Chief Commissioners will be on par with 

Election Commissioners. The Chief and other Election Commissioners are paid a salary equal to the salary of 

a judge of the Supreme Court, which is decided by Parliament. 

 Since according to Article 324, the CEC and EC are constitutional bodies with a different mandate, the 

salaries and terms of service should not necessarily be linked. 

Conclusion  

The government must ensure that RTI act is not diluted by the above amendment. Though RTI is a statutory act it 

safeguards the Fundamental right to information. It has also become fundamental to accountability and transparency 

in governance. 

 

42. Motor vehicle amendment bill 

Need 

 India loses over 1.5 lakh lives in road traffic accidents every year.  

 Country has only about 2% of the world‘s motor vehicles but accounts for over 12% of its traffic 

accident deaths, making the Indian road network the most unsafe on the planet. 

 According to a study by the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, road 

traffic accidents cost India nearly 3% of its gross domestic product a year. 

Features of the bill 

 National Transportation Policy: Union government must frame National Transportation Policy, in 

consultation with the states.  

 Recall of vehicles: It empowers Union government to order for recall of motor vehicles if a defects in the 

vehicle may cause damage to the environment, or the driver, or other road users. 

 For deaths in hit-and-run cases, the government will provide a compensation of Rs 2 lakh or more to the 

victim's family.  

 Protection of Good Samaritans. Those who come forward to help accident victims will be protected from 

civil or criminal liability. It will be optional for them to disclose their identity to the police or medical 

personnel.  

 Increase in penalties 

 The minimum fine for drunk driving has been increased from Rs 2,000 to Rs 10,000.  

 The fine for rash driving has been increased from Rs 1,000 to Rs 5,000.  

 Driving without a licence will attract a minimum fine of Rs 5,000 as against Rs 500 at present.  
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 The fine for over-speeding will go up from Rs 400 to Rs 1,000-2,000.  

 Not wearing seatbelt would attract a fine of Rs 1,000 as against Rs 100 at present. 

 Talking on a mobile phone while driving will attract a fine of Rs 5,000, up from Rs 1,000.  

 Motor Vehicle Accident Fund will provide compulsory insurance cover to all road users in India for certain 

types of accidents.  

 Offences committed Juveniles: The owner or guardian will be deemed guilty in cases of offences by the 

Juveniles. Juvenile will be tried under JJ Act and the registration of Motor Vehicle will be cancelled 

 Contractors, consultants and civic agencies will be accountable for faulty design, construction or poor 

maintenance of roads leading to accidents.  

 A time limit of six months has been specified for an application of compensation to the Claims Tribunal with 

regard to road accidents. 

Concerns 

 Public Transportation System at present is a state subject and is operated by State Transport Undertakings 

(STUs) under the direct control of the State Government. But bill may take away the powers of the state. 

 Bill allows participation of private sector in public transport: The transport sector workers fear if the 

private sector is allowed to interfere in this sector, it will create more difficulty to the public and will be a 

threat to the job security of the employees working under STU. 

 The ―Road Safety Board‖ proposed by the Bill as per Section 215D has only advisory powers. It is felt that 

India is in need of a separate ―Road Safety Bill‖ to address concerns relating to road engineering and 

vehicle designs. 

 Removal of educational qualifications for transport license. 

 

43. Panchayat Raj Institutions 

Context: 2018 marked the 25th anniversary of the 73th Amendment, a good time for some examination and 

introspection on Panchayati raj. 

Success of Panchayat raj 

 Universal establishment: All states have ensured the full and conscientious implementation of the 

mandatory provisions of the Constitution on local self-government institutions in both rural and urban India. 

  Increased devolution of finances: Successive (central) Finance Commissions have substantially increased 

funding to the local bodies 

 Strengthening democracy: Through third tier of governance which is very close to the people. Today, we 

have in our 2.5 lakh panchayats and municipalities some 32 lakh elected people‘s representatives. 

 Empowerment of discriminated: by providing the reservations to SC/ST. 

 Women empowerment: Minimum One-third reservation for women. Today there are 14 lakh women 

members, with some 86,000 chairing their local bodies 

Issues 

 Transfer of various governance functions—like the provision of education, health, sanitation, and water 

was not mandated and has not happened effectively. 

 Lack of finances for PRIs: power to tax, even for subjects falling within the purview of PRIs, has to be 

specifically authorized by the state legislature 

 Non uniform transfer of power among the states. 

 Panchayats have not been incentivised to build their competency; 
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 Corruption in the local bodies. 

What needs to be done? 

 Effective devolution of power. 

 Educating the members of local bodies to effectively handle their roles and responsibilities 

 Financial incentivisation of the states to encourage effective devolution to the panchayats of the three Fs — 

functions, finances, functionaries. 

 District planning based on grassroots inputs received from the village, intermediate and district levels 

through people‘s participation in the gram and ward sabhas. 

 Following the example of Karnataka, to establish a separate cadre of panchayat officials who would be 

subordinate to the elected authority. 

 

44. Lateral Entry In Civil Services 

Context: Department of Personnel and Training's invitation for applications from outstanding individuals to laterally 

enter into civil services. 

Why it is needed? 

 Specialist into services: Areas such as financial services, agriculture, environment, renewable energy, 

transport and revenue needs specialists. Lateral entry could be a significant step towards fulfilling the 

longstanding need for domain specialists in positions crucial to policy-making and implementation of 

government schemes. 

 It helps to bring corporate management practices, corporate culture to governance which may improve the 

efficiency of executive.  

 First Administrative Reforms Commission (ARC) way back in 1965 only suggested the need of 

specialization bureaucracy. 

 The UK has already attempted this with some success. 

 There are already many experts working in the governance. Lateral entry system gives them proper channel 

for recruitment. 

 Need for change in bureaucracy with change in the system.Indian bureaucracy has been designed when 

government was provider of goods and services. After 1991 this dimension ischanging. Today government is 

tending towards being a facilitator.  

 

Issues with lateral entry  

 Laterally entered bureaucrats lack familiarity with operating in a government environment. 

 The recruitment and selection process may act as breedingground for corruption and nepotism. 

 Political appointments of higher posts are quite possible. This may deteriorate the system. It can act as 

backdoor entry for politicians and powerful people. 

 It is very hard to establish the credible procedure for selection process. 

 Lateral entrants from the private sector and academia may not work well with the bureaucracy. Difference in 

work culture and ideology may act as hindrance. 
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 Systemic issues, political interference, frequent transfers etc. are bigger challenges of today's bureaucracy. 

Without addressing these issues lateral entry is just a toothless tiger.  

Though lateral entry into civil services is a good step. There is much which needs to be done to realize the value of 

it. There must be a transparent autonomous body like the Union Public Service Commission to minimize the risk of 

political considerations trumping merit. As well said by 2nd ARC, ―institutionalized and transparent process for 

lateral entry at both the Central and state levels‖ is the key to success of this new initiative. 

45. Directly Elected Mayors 

Background: 

 A private member Bill that was introduced in the Lok Sabha by Congress parliamentarian Shashi Tharoor 

last year.  

 Tharoor‘s Bill on direct elections for mayors included a provision for a mayor-in-council that would be 

nominated by the directly elected mayor.  

Need of directly elected mayors 

 Currently, the head of the municipal corporation, the mayor, is merely a ceremonial authority and 

executive decisions are carried out by the municipal commissioner appointed by the state government. 

  Another issue is the short tenure of mayors in many states. Mayor‘s tenure is two-and-a-half years—

hardly enough to create lasting changes in a large metropolis. 

 Our cities have a weak and fragmented institutional architecture in which multiple agencies with 

different bosses pull the strings of city administration. 

 A popularly elected mayor with a fixed tenure also offers more stability in governance as the person is not 

dependent on the elected members of the council or on the local or state level political leadership for his 

survival in office. 

 A stable leadership can also afford to roll out long term plans that will ensure major changes in the cities‘ 

political and economic landscape. 

 In fact studies have shown that cities with elected mayors have more stability and change in leadership in 

such cities is 50% lower than in those with nominated or indirectly elected mayors. 

 Locally elected mayor knows ground realities and issues much better than the appointed mayors. 

Issues 

 Instead of enabling efficiency, it might actually result in gridlock in administration, especially when the 

Mayor and the majority of elected members of the city council are from different political parties.   

 Devolution of such power is prerogative of the state. Enabling law would be an infringement on the authority 

of the state legislature. 

 Working of local bodies are not yet efficient enough in India. Directly elected mayor may not be able to 

produce desired results. 
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46. India- Africa relations 

Africa once known as the Dark Continent is the ray of hope for new opportunities. Entire world including India is 

trying to build better relations with Africa. 

History of India- Africa relations 

 India and Africa had trade relations since ancient time as a part of ‘Indian Ocean circuit of trade’. Favorable 

sea winds and the development of a suitable marine technology helped to improve the trade even further. 

 During colonial era Africa became the gate way to India. Slave trade between India and Africa also 

increased the Indo-African contacts. Indian link with Africa is very significant as our father of the nation 

Mahatma Gandhi protested against colonialism in South-Africa. 

 Post colonialism, India played a significant role in de-colonizing the continent. India‘s NAM not only 

improved its soft power diplomacy but also saved many African countries from joining vicious super power 

diplomacy. 

India- Africa relations in the recent past 

1. Since 2008, Indo-African relations are institutionalized by engaging with African Union and initiating India 

Africa Forum Summit. 

2. Importance of Africa for India has increased in the recent years as market to Indian goods, safety and 

security of Indian Ocean and trade routes.  

3. India is trying to build close relationship with individual countries of Africa through ministerial dialogues, 

visits of PM, President and Vice President. 

4.  It is also engaged in regional organizations viz, BRICS, ISA and IBSA. 

5. India is also providing humanitarian assistance, peace keeping forces as well as line of credits to many 

African countries. 

6.  India and Japan initiated Asia-Africa growth corridor for developmental projects in Africa. 

Challenges in Africa 

1. Presence of U.S and China in the region. Both the countries follow cheque book diplomacy which India 

cannot as it is a much smaller economy compared to China and US. 

2. Slower developmental projects due to bureaucratic hurdles.  

3. Implementation of the pledges made during the last two India- Africa Forum summits. During the first India 

- Africa summit India had offered to set up 19 institutions to help in capacity building in Africa. India will 

have to move at a faster pace to implement these projects 

4. Racial attacks on Africans in India. Racial discrimination is prevalent which creates challenges for the 

relations.  

5. Lack of Bilateral relations and only engagement with forums like African Union. 

6. Terrorism, civil wars and security issues in the region makes it difficult to initiate developmental projects 

in Africa. 

7. Competition by cheaper manufactured goods from China. 

8. Apprehension of African countries about the intentions of investorsand fear of neo-colonialism.  
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Conclusion 

Both India and Africa share common history and common interests for development. Recent engagement of India in 

Africa is very good move to develop the relations to further heights.  

Way forward 

1. Developmental projects should be initiated in the region with faster pace. Japanese support in this regard is a 

welcome step. 

2. There is enough room for Indo-China in the region. As against the hard power diplomacy of China, India 

should continue soft-power diplomacy which is sustainable in the long run. 

3. India should engage more effectively with Indian Ocean countries for trade safety and security of the region. 

 

47.Rohingya conflict 

Who are Rohingyas? 

 The Rohingyas trace back their ancestry to those who were brought into western Myanmar (referred to as 

Arakan previously and as Rakhine at present) by the British colonial government when they took over Burma 

in 1824. Majority of them belonged to Chittagong in present day neighbouring country, Bangladesh and were 

brought over by the British to work as farm labourers 

 Currently, there are about 1.1 million Rohingyas in the country. 

 The Rohingya speak Rohingya or Ruaingga, a dialect that is distinct from others spoken throughout 

Myanmar.  

 They are not considered one of the country's 135 official ethnic groups and have been denied citizenship in 

Myanmar since 1982, which has effectively rendered them stateless. In 1982, the Burmese government 

passed a Citizenship law that gave national citizenship to only those Burmese who could prove having 

ancestors residing in the country before British colonial rule. This was the strongest case of institutionalised 

discrimination against the Rohingyas. They found themselves classified as ‗associate‘ citizens. 

 Nearly all of the Rohingya in Myanmar live in the western coastal state of Rakhine and are not allowed to 

leave without government permission. 

What is happening in Myanmar? 

 Since the 1970s, a number of crackdowns on the Rohingya in Rakhine State have forced hundreds of 

thousands to flee to neighbouring Bangladesh, as well as Malaysia, Thailand and other Southeast Asian 

countries.  

 During such crackdowns, refugees have often reported rape, torture, arson and murder by Myanmar security 

forces. 

 Meanwhile recently, The Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA), started attack on army to defend, 

salvage and protect Rohingya community. 

 This has led to huge crackdown on Rohingyas in Myanmar and Humanitarian crisis in the region. 

http://www.aljazeera.com/topics/country/malaysia.html
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Impact of the issue on India 

 Being a neighboring country of Myanmar, India also gets affected by the intensity of the issue. 

 Almost 40000  Rohingyas are estimated to have migrated to India but not identified. 

 Foreign policy dilemma:  Myanmar is important for India for North eastern connectivity and development. In the mean 

time India faced tension from international community to address the issue. 

 Terrorism in India by Rohingyas is one of the fears due to which India is hesitant to act on the issue. 

Why should provide asylum to Rohingyas 

 Deporting Rohingyas is against the constitutional guarantees to refugees in India.  

 It is also against the principle of non-refoulement.  The principle of non-refoulement or not sending back 

refugees to a place where they face danger is a principle of customary international law and is a part of 

various conventions that India has ratified.  

 Providing assistance to needy is in line with the ethos of India. 

  UNHCR condemned India for its decision.  

 India loses its credibility and prestige in the international community. 

 

Why India shouldn‘t give place to Rohingyas? 

 Although Indian has a reputation of welcoming refugees, it is not a signatory to the UN Convention on 

Refugees and the Protocol of 1967.  

 Rohingyas issue may hamper the security of the country. 
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  It also affects the relationship between Myanmar and Bangladesh.  

 Terrorist organizations associated with Rohingyas may start operating from India which is not in the interest 

of the country.  

  The Indian intelligence has also discovered Pakistani Army & ISI connections within the ranks of ―Arakan 

Rohingya Army which is currently involved in an insurgency against Myanmar. 

 Migration may further increase to India. 

 India initiated Operation InsaniyatHumanitarian assistance to Bangladesh on account of influx of refugees 

which is good enough to balance India‘s interests. 

 

48. Trade war 

What is a Trade war? 

 Trade war stands for competing tariffs that nations impose on the import from the other nation.  

 These tariffs are often retaliatory and not prudent.  

 They are prohibitive in terms of ease of trade as they create barriers. 

 Example: US imposed tariffs of 25% Additional levy on $34b worth of Chinese goods imported into the US. 

China retaliated by suggesting it would impose similar tariffs on US goods imported into China including – 

automobile, seafood. To which the US has replied that it would then raise the tariffs and levies on $500b 

worth of Chinese good  

 

Impact/Consequences of such a trade war: 

Short Term  

 It would slow down the Chinese and US economy by up to 0.2% points according to various estimates.  

 It would disrupt the global markets.  

 Direct impact on certain industries and sectors of the countries associated with the trade war.  

 It would derail the economic recovery path of the global economy after the 2008 recession.  

 It could also break the industrial value chains.  

 Strain bilateral ties between the concerned nations. 

 Trade wars trigger Currency wars 

Many countries resorted to devaluing their currencies so that their exports remained cheaper and competitive 

in the world market. 

Example: 

China, a major global exporter, deliberately kept the renminbi value low. 

Even Japan and South Korea stepped into the currency markets to keep their currencies low. 

 What is a currency war? 

Currency wars are triggered when nations either allow their currencies to weaken appreciably or devalue 

them to gain a competitive advantage over trade rivals. 

Such competitive lowering of currency values using monetary and exchange rate instruments was described 

as ―international currency wars‖. 

This could lead to instability in markets. 

 

Long Term  

 Retaliatory measures by nations like USA-China, USA-Canada, USA-Europe would push the world 

towards protectionism with significant barriers to trade. This could adversely impact the global 

economy.  
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 Protectionism in the long term would reverse the positive effects of Globalisation – which was 

movement of people across nations, sharing of technology, shared research and development and 

intermixing of cultures.  

 Trade barriers would also mean that the least development nations and the Emerging Market Economies 

will find it harder to develop as businesses would find it difficult to outsource or relocate to such nations.  

 Trade wars would undermine the WTO: WTO dispute Resolution Mechanism cannot act quickly enough 

to address such issues.  

 

Impact on India 

 Slowdown in global growth impacts the trade of India. As our exports plus imports of goods and services 

constitute around 42% of GDP 

 Price fluctuation in base metals. 

 The rupee will weaken more on account of capital outflows due to trade problems. 

 If US initiate such wars against and other countries, it may hit India negatively. 

 India may gain temporarily as it is a competitive economy to China in US. 

49. Look west policy of India 

Background: 

India enacted its Look east policy almost 25 years ago to improve its ties with South-east and East Asian countries. 

Policy resulted in significant success towards improving Indian relation with eastern countries. 

On the backdrop of that, India initiated ‗Look west Policy‘ to engage with countries of Arab bloc and Israel.  

Policy comes in the right time when West Asian countries are looking east for trade and development. 

Significance of the policy 

 Energy security: Indian energy security lies in the  

 Huge opportunities in west Asia for investment, development and trade 

 Technology and defense: Israel collaboration would be the game changer for technology, innovation and 

defense 

 New dimension to India-Pakistan relations: India can influence the West Asian countries to improve Indo-

Pak relations 

 Declinig stakes of US has provided sufficient room for other countries to enter and develop the trade in the 

region. 

 Job/ ensuring the interest of the diaspora:  

 Connectivity to central asia, Russia and Europe 

Way forward: 

 India should use the initial thrust in the relations to improve the stakes in the region. 

 Transportation projects should be initiated with faster pace 

 India should use the influence of Gulf countries to improve relation with Pakistan. 

 India should focus on achieving the tangible benefits from the policy in much faster pace compared the Act 
east policy. 
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50. Millets 

Background: Government of India declared 2018 as National year of Millets. 

 Millets are a group of highly variable small-seeded grasses, widely grown around the world 

as cereal crops or grains for fodder and human food. 

 Millets may have been consumed by humans for some 7,000 years, and potentially had a pivotal role in the 

rise of multi-crop agriculture and settled farming societies. 

 Millets are important crops in the semiarid tropics of Asia and Africa, with 97% of millet production 

in developing countries. 

 They include jowar (sorghum), ragi (finger millet), korra (foxtail millet), arke (kodo millet), sama (little 

millet), bajra (pearl millet), chena/barr (proso millet) and sanwa (barnyard millet). 

 Millets are coarse grains and a repository of protein, fibre, vitamins and minerals.  

 

In 2016, global production of millet was 28.4 million tonnes, led by India with 36% of the world total 

(table). Niger also had significant production. 

Importance of Millets 

Easy Cultivation 

 Compared to rice and wheat, millets need less water and chemicals. 

 Some millets can come up in marginal land and harsh weather conditions where no other crop can grow. 

 As global warming becomes an increasingly real phenomenon, millets can actually be a smart way of 

farming and eating 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tonnes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
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Nutrition 

 It is a rich source of protein, dietary fiber, several B vitamins and numerous dietary minerals, Raw millet is 

9% water, 73% carbohydrates, 4% fat and 11% protein. 

Health benefits 

 Anaemia (iron deficiency), B-complex vitamin deficiency can be effectively tackled with millets. 

 They can also tackle health challenges like obesity, diabetes and lifestyle problems. 

 They have a low glycemic index, high in dietary fibre and antioxidants. 

As a food source 

 Millets are major food sources in arid and semiarid regions of the world, and feature in the traditional cuisine 

of many others. 

  In western India, sorghum (called jowar has been commonly used with millet flour (called jowari in western 

India) for hundreds of years to make roti. 

  Another cereal grain popularly used in rural areas and by poor people to consume as a staple in the form 

of roti.  

 Other millets such as ragi (finger millet)is used  in Karnataka and other southern states. 

 

51.Zero Budget Natural Farming 

Context: NITI Aayog has called for the scientific validation of zero budget natural farming (ZBNF) through multi-

location trials, which it believes can help farmers through cost reduction and yield enhancement. 

The Government of Andhra Pradesh has launched a scale-out plan to transition 6 million farms/farmers to 100% 

chemical-free agriculture by 2024. 

What is it? 

 Zero Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF) is a farming practice that believes in natural growth of crops without 

adding any fertilizers and pesticides or any other foreign elements. 

 The word Zero Budget refers to the zero net cost of production of all crops (inter crops, border crops, multi 

crops). The inputs used for seed treatments and other inoculations are locally available in the form of cow 

dung and cow urine. 

Advantages 

 A ZBNF practicing farmer has lower cost of inputs and thus has better capacity to increase the incomes.  

  ZBNF helps in soil fertilizing and is climate change resilient. 

 Minimizes adverse health impact of chemical fertilizers, pesticides. 

 This is an unprecedented transformation towards sustainable agriculture at such a massive scale. 

 Utilization of wastes generated through agriculture. 

 Implemented effectively, it can reduce pollution associated with burning of agricultural wastes. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roti
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52. Operation Greens 

What is the need? 

 India is the second largest producer of vegetables in the world with about 180 MMT. 

 However India faces very high price volatility in perishable items especially vegetables. 

 Price fluctuation impacts both producers (farmers) as well as consumers. 

 To address the challenge Operation Greens was introduced by the government in the Union budget 2018-19. 

 

Features of the scheme 

 Budget: Allocation of 500 crore for the project. 

 Strategy:  

o Operation Greens wants to replicate the success story of the operation flood in fruit and vegetables, 

o Yields of potatoes, onions and tomatoes contribute to almost half of the country‘s vegetable 

production. Hence project is initiatedwith tomatoes, onions and potatoes. 

o Links major consumption centers to major production centers with a minimal number of 

intermediaries. 

 Promotion of Farmer Producer Organizations: by providing tax concession. 

 Processing facilities: for value addition and improving the quality. 

 Professional management.modern warehouses, storage facilities, efficient supply chain mechanism to 

reduce wastage  

 

Way forward 

 FPO‘s to be given authority to directly purchase from the farmers by amending the APMC act. 

 Agricultural marketing to be promoted through close linkage of the scheme with e-NAM. 

 Special focus on supply chain and storage facilities to increase the life of the products. 

 

53. Milk sector  

Context: Currently Indian dairy sector is under crisis. Protests by milk producers were recently seen in news. 

Indian dairy sector fact sheet 

 India is the world's largest producer and consumer of dairy products.  

 The dairy industry in India was worth INR 5,000 billion in 2016.  

 India is also globally the largest milk producing country since 1997. 

  In India, the co-operatives and private dairies have access to only 20% of the milk produced. 

Approximately, 34% of the milk is sold in the unorganized market while 46% is consumed locally.  

 Indian milk sector is country‘s biggest agricultural ‗crop‘, with its output even exceeding that of all the 

cereals and pulses put together. 

Current challenges of milk sector in India are: 

1. Increasing production:  

 After operation flood, milk production in India is constantly increasing. 20 million tonnes (mt) in 

1960-61 to 165.4 mt in 2016-17. 

 Co-operative models followed by AMUL have improved production. 
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 Milk output, instead of falling during the lean (summer) season, registered high growth. 

2. Decreasing demand 

 Improved summer milk production has reduced the demand. 

 Skimmed milk powder demand has reduced in India as well as in world market. 

 Protectionist mechanism developed worldwide against Indian milk/ skimmed milk powder. 

 Not finding a good export outlet has accentuated the milk price crisis in the country. 

 

3. Quality concerns 

 Many western countries doesn‘t allow Indian milk/ milk products due to quality concerns. 

 21 per cent of India‘s milk production gets processed through the organized sector and the rest passes 

through unorganized small players which is difficult to regulate. 

Milk production is one of the major sources of income to small and landless agri-households. 70 per cent of those 

earning their livelihood from milk are women. Failure of milk sector creates big impact on vulnerable sections of the 

society. 

What needs to be done? 

Create demand to match production 

 Create a buffer stock of Skimmed Milk through NDDB and introduce SMP to the futures market platform. 

 Expand domestic demand for higher milk consumption through concerted campaigns, especially in the 115 

aspirational districts where malnutrition is high. 

Develop the dairy sector to global standards 

 Bring Skimmed Milk Products under the Merchandise Exports Incentive Scheme (MEIS).Incentivize 

farmers who have to make do with poor back-end infrastructure for collection and marketing of milk. 

 Incentivize investments in value-added products in the organized sector. 

 Global agreements to remove non-tariff barriers. 

 Improve quality of dairy products with special care.  

 

Subsidized/ free supply to beat malnutrition   

 Government can procure excess production and use the same to solve nutritional challenges. 

 India can help its neighbors and other poor countries by free of cost milk aid as developed world did in the 

past. It will improveglobal profile of India and also create demand for Indian milk in long run. 

Current milk crisis is an opportunity rather than a threat. Government should use the opportunity to make Indian 

milk industry the best in the world. 

54. Minimum Support Price 

Context: The government has recently announced the increased Minimum Support Prices for Kharif season for 17 

crops. On an average, the hike is around 25%. The Commission on Agricultural Costs and Prices is said to have 
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employed the A2+FL+50% formula that constitutes input cost as well as family labour while calculating the 

MSP for various crops. 

What is MSP? 

 Minimum Support Price (MSP) is a form of market intervention by the Government of India to insure 

agricultural producers against any sharp fall in farm prices.  

 The minimum support prices are announced by the Government of India at the beginning of the sowing 

season for certain crops on the basis of the recommendations of the Commission for Agricultural Costs and 

Prices (CACP). 

  MSP is price fixed by Government of India to protect the producer - farmers - against excessive fall in price 

during bumper production years. 

Positive impact on the farmers:  

 Improves purchasing power of farmers: There have been recent protests by the farmers demanding higher 

MSP across the country. For example, in Maharashtra the farmers marched to Mumbai to protest.  

 There have been supply gluts for various crops due to good monsoons which have resulted in lower prices 

for the crops.  

 Many farmers have been deeply indebted by taking loans as the input cost has been constantly increasing. 

The input cost has been increasing due to increasing cost of quality seeds, increasing demand for fertilizers, 

irrigation.  

 Makes farming competitive business. 

Negative impacts of the decision:  

 Lack of coverage 

o The MSP benefits reach farmers only when they are enforced through procurements. Mostly the 

procurements take place only for Rice and Wheat.  

o MSP is covered for only 25 crops. 

o MSP often does not reach farmers as the government does not procure on time and the farmer has 

to make distress sales. 

 Agricultural imbalance: The MSP dictates the Cropping pattern instead of considerations of economic 

demand, climate, soil, land capabilities etc. This makes the farmer more vulnerable and highly dependent on 

MSP.  

 Weak farm to fork linkage and stringent Marketing norms, like APMC - Mandis, Essential Commodities 

Act – stock holding limits, limit the capability of farmers actually benefitting from the MSP 

 Small and marginal farmers do not benefit from the MSP consideration as their produce is usually low and 

quality is sub optimal  

 Farm exports and subsidies policies are not in line with long term sustainable agricultural vision but 

piecemeal short term arrangement and mostly reactive. 

 Increase in inflation due to the increasing purchasing power of the farmers. 

 Free market distortion. 

55. Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY)  

Need 

 Out of about 141 m.Ha of net area sown in the country, about 65 million hectare (or 45%) is presently 

covered under irrigation.  

 Dependency on rainfall makes cultivation in unirrigated areas a high risk, less productive profession.  
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 Empirical evidences suggest that assured or protective irrigation encourages farmers to invest more in 

farming technology and inputs leading to productivity enhancement and increased farm income. 

 The overreaching vision of Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY) is to ensure access to some 

means of protective irrigation to all agricultural farms in the country, to produce ‗per drop more crop‘, thus 

bringing much desired rural prosperity. 

 

Objectives of the scheme 

 Achieve convergence of investments in irrigation at the field level  

 Enhance the physical access of water on the farm and expand cultivable area under assured irrigation (Har 

Khet ko pani). 

 Integration of water source, distribution and its efficient use, to make best use of water through appropriate 

technologies and practices. 

 Improve on-farm water use efficiency to reduce wastage and increase availability both in duration and extent. 

 Enhance the adoption of precision - irrigation and other water saving technologies (More crop per drop). 

 Enhance recharge of aquifers and introduce sustainable water conservation practices. 

 Ensure the integrated development of rainfed areas using the watershed approach towards soil and water 

conservation, regeneration of ground water, arresting runoff, providing livelihood options and other NRM 

activities. 

 Promote extension activities relating to water harvesting, water management and crop alignment for farmers 

and grass root level field functionaries. 

 Attract greater private investments in irrigation. 

 

Features of the scheme 

 Krishi Sinchayee Yojana with an outlay of Rs.50,000 crores for a period of 5 years to achieve convergence 

of investments in irrigation at the field level. 

 PMKSY has been formulated amalgamating ongoing schemes 

o Accelerated Irrigation Benefit Program (AIBP)  

o Integrated Watershed Management Program (IWMP)  

o On Farm Water Management (OFWM)  

 PMKSY is to be implemented in an area development approach, adopting decentralized state level planning 

and project execution, allowing the states to draw their irrigation development plans based on district/blocks 

plans with a horizon of 5 to 7 years. States can take up projects based on the District/State Irrigation Plan. 

 All the States and Union Territories including North Eastern States are covered under the programme. 

 Provision has been made under PMKSY during 2015-16 for carrying out extension activities in the field with 

special focus on water harvesting, water management and crop alignment for farmers and grass root level 

field functionaries. 

 

Components of the project 

 

A. Accelerated Irrigation Benefit Program (AIBP) 

 To focus on faster completion of ongoing Major and Medium Irrigation including National Projects. 
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B. PMKSY (Har Khet ko Pani)  
 

 Creation of new water sources through Minor Irrigation (both surface and ground water) 

 Repair, restoration and renovation of water bodies; strengthening carrying capacity of traditional water 

sources, construction rain water harvesting structures (Jal Sanchay); 

 Command area development, strengthening and creation of distribution network from source to the farm; 

 Ground water development in the areas where it is abundant, so that sink is created to store runoff/ flood 

water during peak rainy season. 

 

C. PMKSY (Per Drop More Crop) 

 Promoting efficient water conveyance and precision water application devices like drips, sprinklers, pivots, 

rain - guns in the farm. 

 Construction of micro irrigation structures to supplement source creation activities including tube wells and 

dug wells. 

 Secondary storage structures at tail end of canal system to store water when available in abundance  

 Water lifting devices like diesel/ electric/ solar pumpsets including water carriage pipes, underground piping 

system. 

. 

D. PMKSY (Watershed Development) 

 Effective management of runoff water and improved soil & moisture conservation activities such as ridge 

area treatment, drainage line 5 treatment, rain water harvesting, in - situ moisture conservation and other 

allied activities on watershed basis. 

 Converging with MGNREGS for creation of water source to full potential in identified backward rainfed 

blocks including renovation of traditional water bodies. 

 

Issues related to Watershed Projects under the PMKSY 

 Parliamentary Standing Committee report has said that only 10% of watershed projects have been 

completed.  

 Change of funding pattern for watershed projects from Centre: State = 90:10 to 60:40 has contributed to 

the slowdown.  

 Coordination between government departments and agencies on the ground is low. Thus while physical 

infrastructures are built, government infrastructures is missing.  

 Participation of Panchayati Raj Institutions and local leaders is low. 

 

56. Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY)  

Context: Government of India has launched the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana ( PMFBY) with simplified 

provisions  making them more farmer friendly.   

Need of PMFBY?  

 Before the PMFBY, the National Agriculture Insurance Scheme (NAIS) and Modified NAIS (MNAIS) 

were operating in the country. 

 Benefits under MNAIS were low. 

 These schemes were based either on the quantum of crop loans or on the capping of the sum insured;  
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 The crop damage assessment based on crop cutting experiments was time-consuming, and compensation 

to farmers often took several months —very often, more than a year. 

 To overcome these challenges and improve the status of the farmers government introduced the 

PMFBY. 

 

Features and benefits of the PMFBY 

1. Simplification of the Scheme : PMFBY has been formulated, with simplified provisions 

2. Reduction in Premium: The farmers premium has been reduced for all food and oilseeds crops  and kept at  

a maximum of 1.5% for Rabi, 2% for Kharif and 5% for annual horticultural/commercial crops. 

3. Increased coverage : Intends to cover 50% of the farmers. 

4. Increase in sum insured 

a. Due to capping of premium under erstwhile schemes, the sum insured was consequentially reduced, 

as a result of which the farmers were denied the expected benefits and complete compensation for 

their crop loss.   

b. However, under PMFBY, in order to provide maximum risk coverage to farmers, sum insured has 

been equated to Scale of Finance (SOF).  As a result the farmers now get timely settlement of claims 

for entire sum insured, without any deduction and are being compensated for entire crop loss. 

5. Increase in Risk Coverage 

·         Coverage of Losses due to Prevented Sowing  

·         25% advance relief due to mid-season adversity  

·         Coverage of localised claims  

·         Coverage of Post-Harvest Losses  

6. Use of Improved Technology 

7. Faster Claim Settlement 

 

Challenges in the scheme: 

 Claims to be settled by centre- state sharing. There can be delay due to lack of co-ordination. 

 It may increase the burden on the government. 

 All the losses are not covered in the scheme for example crop losses due to wild animals. 

 Delay in issuing state notification. 

 Delay in disbursal of funds by insurance firms. 

 

57. National agricultural market (e-NAM) 

Background 

 The National Agriculture Market scheme (e-NAM) envisages initiation of e-marketing platform at national 

level and to support creation of infrastructure to enable e-marketing in 585 regulated markets across the 

country by March 2018. 

 

Challenges in agricultural marketing 

 Market fragmentation into various APMCs 

 Multiple levy of Mundi fees. 

 Requirement of multiple licenses to trade in different APMCs 

 Barrier in getting licenses  

 Poor infrastructure and technology. 

 Farmers lack the resources and authority to decide the price of their product. 

 Cartelization :Internal settlement among the bidders to quote low prices 
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Features of the E-NAM 

 Scheme allows the farmers to showcase their product online through nearby APMCs. As on 2.7.2017, 47.95 

lakh farmers and 91,500 traders have registered on e-NAM portal. 

 Traders from anywhere can quote for the product. 

 Unified licensing for the traders. 

 Single point levy of fees. 

 

Benefits of the scheme 

 

Mandis 

 A reduction in book keeping and reporting system  which are now generated automatically 

 Better monitoring and regulation of traders and commission agents (CA‘s). 

 Completely transparent system which eliminates any scope of intentional/un-intentional manipulation of 

tendering / auctioning process. 

 Improvement in the market fee collection by means of accounting all the transactions that are taking place in 

the market. 

 Reduction in manpower requirements as tendering / auctioning process takes place through the system. 

 Analysis and forecasting of the arrivals and prices. 
 Availability of the activities of each APMC on the website directly. 

Farmers 

 NAM promises more options for selling produce  

 Better prices and competitive returns. 

 Warehouse based selling is possible 
 Reduction of monopoly of traders. 

Traders 

 NAM will provide access to larger national market for secondary trading. 
 Single point levy of fees. 

Buyers, Processers & Exporters 

 NAM will enable direct participation in the local mandi trade, reducing intermediation cost. 

 

 

58. Soil Health Card Scheme 

Context: Government initiated the scheme to provide information to farmers on nutrient status of their soil. 

Factors that influence the fertility of the soil  

1. Presence of plant nutrients: There are seventeen most important nutrients for plants. They can be 

broadly classified into 
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a) Macronutrients: nitrogen (N), phosphorus (P), potassium (K), calcium (Ca) etc. 

b) Micronutrients : iron (Fe), boron (B), chlorine (Cl), manganese (Mn) 

2. Soil structure: determines how the particles of the soil arrange together. It has influence on water and air 

movement, biological activity, root growth and seedling emergence. 

3. Soil pH: in the range 5.5 to 7.0 is suitable for most of the crops. 

4. Presence of organic matter: helps to determine the soil structure and water retention capacity of the soil. 

5. Moisture content and water retention capacity of the soil. 

6. Soil depth: Sufficient soil depth helps to adequate root growth and water retention. 

7. Internal drainage helps to optimal root growth. 

8. Parent soil characteristics 

 

Features of Soil health card scheme.  

1. Information regarding Soil nutrients helps to improve the knowledge 

1. Plant nutrient measurement: Both micro and macro nutrients are measured under the scheme. 

2. Measurement of Ph, Organic content and electrical conductivity. 

2. Soil health card distribution to each farmer to know soil health status. 

3. Recommendations for dosage of fertilizers applications helps to stabilize the skewed fertilizer (NPK) 

usage in the country of present 8.2:3.2:1 (2012-13) as against the preferred ratio of 4:2:1. 

4. Integrated nutrient management helps to reduce the chemical fertilizer usage by 20% and improve 

soil fertility. 

5. Complementary schemes like Fertilizer Quality Control System andParticipatory Guarantee Systems helps 

to improve the soil fertility through better quality fertilizers. 

6. Nutrient Mapping based on the region helps government to derive fertility management programs based on 

community/village/block levels. 

 

Current progress of the scheme 

 crore Soil Health Cards have been distributed during Cycle-I (2015-17)  

 4.71 crore Soil Health Cards have been distributed to the farmers across the country during Cycle-II (2017-
19). 

  A GPS based unified criteria for Collection of Soil Samples at a grid of 2.5 ha in irrigated and 10 ha in 
rainfed areas are being adopted throughout the country as per suggestion of ICAR. 

59. Important agricultural schemes of government 

1. Neem Coated Urea (NCU): 
  

 Scheme being promoted to regulate use of urea, enhance availability of nitrogen to the crop and 

reduce cost of fertilizer application.  

 NCU slows down the release of fertilizer and makes it available to the crop in an effective manner.  

 The entire quantity of domestically manufactured and imported urea is now neem coated.  

 The reports from field are positive. The expected saving is 10% of urea consumption, thereby 

resulting in reduced cost of cultivation and improved soil health management. 

  

2.  Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana  (PKVY): 

 Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY) is being implemented with a view to promote organic 

farming in the country.   

 

3. Interest Subvention Scheme (ISS): 

 The Government provides interest subvention of 3% on short-term crop loans up to Rs.3.00 lakh.   
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 Presently, loan is available to farmers at an interest rate of 7% per annum, which gets reduced to 

4% on prompt repayment.   

 Interest subvention will be available to small and marginal farmers having Kisan Credit Card for a 

further period of upto six months post-harvest on the same rate as available to crop loan. 

4. Kisan Channel has been started by Doordarshan to address various issues concerning farmers. 

5. Sub-Mission on Agricultural Mechanisation (SMAM) to improve agriculture mechanization 

6. Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY): 

 RKVY was launched during 2007-08 to achieve 4% annual growth in agricultural sector. 

 Sub mission under the scheme include 

 Bringing Green Revolution to Eastern India (BGREI), 

 Crop Diversification Program (CDP),  

 Reclamation of Problem Soil (RPS), 

 Foot & Mouth Disease – Control Program (FMD-CP), 

 Saffron Mission, 

 Accelerated Fodder Development Programme (AFDP). 

 

 

60. Government schemes for research and innovation 

 

Teacher Associateship for Research Excellence (TARE) Scheme: 

 The scheme aims to tap the latent potential of faculty working in state universities, colleges and private 

academic institutions who are well trained but have difficulty in pursuing their research due to varied reasons 

including lack of facilities, funding and guidance.  

 This scheme facilitates mobility of such faculty members to carryout research in well-established public 

funded institution such as IITs, IISc, IISERS and other National Institutions (NITs, CSIR, ICAR, ICMR labs, 

etc) and Central Universities located preferably nearer to the institution where the faculty member is 

working. Up to 500 TAs will be supported under this scheme. 

Overseas Visiting Doctoral Fellowship: 

 This has been instituted for enhancing the international mobility of Indian research students which has the 

potential to create a talented pool of globally trained manpower.  

 The scheme provides an opportunity for research students to gain exposure and access to top class research 

facilities in academia and labs across the world.  

 This scheme offers opportunities for up to 100 PhD students admitted in the Indian institutions for gaining 

exposure and training in overseas universities / institutions of repute and areas of importance to country for 

period up to 12 months during their doctoral research.  

 The selected fellows will be paid a monthly fellowship amount equivalent to US $ 2000, one-time 

Contingency / Preparatory allowances of Rs. 60,000/- to cover visa fee, airport transfer charges, medical 

insurance etc.  

AWSAR (Augmenting Writing Skills for Articulating Research): 

 This has been initiated to encourage, empower and endow popular science writing through newspapers, 

magazines, blogs, social media, etc. by young PhD Scholars and Post-Doctoral Fellows during the course of 

their higher studies and research pursuits. 

  As over 20,000 youth are awarded PhD in S&T every year in India, the scheme aims to tap this tremendous 

potential to popularize & communicate science and also to inculcate scientific temperament in the masses. 
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Ramanujan Fellowship Scheme 

1. The fellowship is meant for brilliant scientists and engineers from all over the world to take up scientific 

research positions in India, i.e. for those scientists who want to return to India from abroad 

2. Ramanujan Fellowship are only for those candidates who are doing Post Doctoral abroad and not for the 
people who already have permanent position in a scientific organization in the country 

Innovation in Science Pursuit for Inspired Research (INSPIRE) Faculty Scheme 

1. INSPIRE is an innovative program sponsored and managed by the Department of Science & Technology for 

attraction of talent to Science 

2. The basic objective of INSPIRE is to communicate to the youth of the country the excitements of creative 

pursuit of science, attract talent to the study of science at an early age and thus build the required critical 

human resource pool for strengthening and expanding the Science & Technology system and R&D base 

3. A striking feature of the program is that it does not believe in conducting competitive exams for 

identification of talent at any level 

4. It believes in and relies on the efficacy of the existing educational structure for identification of talent 

5. INSPIRE has three components: 

i. Scheme for Early Attraction of Talent (SEATS) 

ii. Scholarship for Higher Education (SHE) 

iii. Assured Opportunity for Research Careers (AORC) 

61. Atal Innovation Mission 

About the scheme 

 The Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) is a flagship initiative set up by the NITI Aayog to promote innovation 

and entrepreneurship across the length and breadth of the country. 

 AIM is also envisaged as an umbrella innovation organization that would play an instrumental role in 

alignment of innovation policies between central, state and sectoral innovation schemes. 

Features of the scheme 

 Atal Tinkering Labs – to promote creative, innovative mind set in schools 
 Atal Tinkering Labs (ATL) in schools across all districts across the country. 

  These ATLs are dedicated innovation workspaces of 1200-1500 square feet where do-it-yourself 

(DIY) kits on latest technologies like 3D Printers, Robotics, Internet of Things (IOT), 

 This will enable creating a problem solving, innovative mind set within millions of students across 

the country. 

 Atal Innovation Tinkering challenges are regularly held in the school as well as by AIM every month to 

ensure students active involvement in creating innovative solutions to solve problems in their community and 

in the country.  

 In the ATL Community Day for in awareness building on ATL technology driven innovations at the ATL 

schools, with over 25000 of the children participating from the non ATL labs school communities. 

 Atal Incubators – promoting entrepreneurship in universities and industry 

Women led incubators and entrepreneurial startups are strongly encouraged by AIM.. 
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 Atal New India Challenges and Atal Grand Challenges – to promote technology driven innovations and 

product creation for social and commercial impact. 

 Industry, Academia, Government, Global Collaborations. 

 

62. Plastic pollution 

Context:   

2018 World Environment day was hosted by India. Theme of WED 2018 was ―Beat Plastic Pollution‖.  

―Plastic Plastic everywhere there is no place to live‖ is the current condition of plastic pollution which is impacting 

all the living beings on this planet earth. 

 

Plastic pollution fact sheet 

 Easy availability and cheaper production has made exponential increase in the plastic usage. In 1950, the 

world‘s population of 2.5 billion produced 1.5 million tons of plastic; in 2016, a global population of more 

than 7 billion people produced over 320 million tons of plastic. This is set to double by 2034. 

 Plastics consistently make up 60 to 90% of all marine debris studied. 

 Recent studies have revealed marine plastic pollution in 100% of marine turtles, 59% of whales, 36% of 

seals and 40% of seabird species examined. 

 100,000 marine mammals and turtles and 1 million sea birds are killed by marine plastic pollution annually. 
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 India generates more than 15000 tons plastic waste everyday which is cause of concern. 

Impact of plastic pollution  

 Soil pollution:  

a) Wastes in the soil makes soil infertile and non effective for cultivation. 

 Air pollution 

a) Burning of plastic contributes for air pollution. Poisonous gases cause serious health impacts. 

 Micro beds used in day to day activities creating acute problems as it is very difficult to separate and clean it. 

 Ocean pollution 

a) Plastic getting accumulated into oceans in very dangerous proposition 

b) Plastic has been found on stomachs of most of the ocean animals. 

c) Bodies of 90% of seabirds contain plastic debris. 

d) The enormous collection of detritus that floats in the Pacific Ocean, halfway between Hawaii and 

California is known as Great Pacific Garbage Patch (GPGP). 

 Water pollution 

a) Plastic pollution is already impacting us through tap water pollution by contaminating the water table. 

 Health issues 

a) Plastics have potentially harmful to human beings effects that could include cancer, hormonal imbalance, 

endocrine disruption etc. 
 

Steps to be taken 

 3R‘s Reduce, Reuse, Recycle to be implemented letter and spirit. 

 Say no to plastic. 

 Governments should focus on phase out plastic in a specific period of time for welfare of human kind. 

 Need to focus and align the industry to find potential environment friendly, economic, alternatives to plastic. 

 Research and innovation should be focused on degradation of plastic. International efforts in should be made 

with collaboration of various research institutes. 

 Change of behavior is the need of the hour which can be done with campaigns, social networks, media etc. 

 Government should come up with innovative actions like plastic tax to discourage the usage. Money collected to 

be used to develop environmental friendly substitute of plastic. 

 

Should there be blanket ban on Plastic? 

For Ban Against Ban 

 Unregulated pollution: can be 

checked. 

 Many of the Indian cities like Delhi, 

Mumbai, Chennai and Bengaluru 

are facing challenges with disposal 

of Solid wastes. It can be addressed 

effectively by plastic ban. 

 Plastic entering food chain of 

 Unemployment: Indian plastic industry 

provides employment to over four million 

people in approximately 30,000 processing 

and manufacturing units.  

 Loss of revenue: It was worth ₹1 trillion as of 

financial year (FY) 15 and is poised to grow at 

a steady 10.5% 

 Export losses: Plastic exports accounted for 



                  
 

© APTI PLUS ACADEMY FOR CIVIL SERVICES 

animals can be checked. 

 Plastic based marine pollution can 

be addressed effectively. 

 Plastic wastes creating health issues 

like hormonal imbalances, sexual 

problems, cancer etc. on humans can 

be addressed by banning plastic. 

 

nearly 3% of India‘s total exports. 

 No easy alternative: choosing between 

alternatives that are either too expensive, 

impractical or not as easily available. 

 Ban impacts more on poor as they are 

dependent on plastic products which are 

cheaper. 

 Lack of implementation of rules makes the 

rule ineffective. Lot of initiatives in the past 

didn't yield desired results. 

 

 

63. Plastic Waste Management (Amendment) Rules 2018 

The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has notified the Plastic Waste Management (Amendment) 

Rules 2018  

 Phasing out of Multilayered Plastic (MLP) which are non-recyclable, or non-energy recoverable, or with no 

alternate use. 

 The Rules also lay down that any mechanism for the registration should be automated and should take into 

account ease of doing business for producers, recyclers and manufacturers.  

 The centralized registration system will be evolved by Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) for the 

registration of the producer/importer/brand owner.  

 While a national registry has been prescribed for producers with presence in more than two states, a state-level 

registration has been prescribed for smaller producers/brand owners operating within one or two states. 

64.Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016 

 In India,15, 000 tonnes of plastic waste is generated every day, out of which 9, 000 tonnes is collected and 

processed, but 6, 000 tonnes of plastic waste is not being collected. To address such challenge Plastic waste 

management rules 2016 has been introduced. 

Important features 

 The rules offer directives to urban local bodies and Gram Panchayats on segregation, collection, 

transportation, processing and disposal of plastic waste in their areas of jurisdiction 

 Increase minimum thickness of plastic carry bags from 40 to 50 microns and stipulate minimum thickness 

of 50 micron for  plastic sheets also to facilitate collection and recycle of plastic waste, 

 Expansion of jurisdiction of applicability from the municipal area to rural areas, because plastic has 

reached rural areas also; 

 Extended producers introduce collect back system of plastic waste by the producers/brand owners. 
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 Collection of plastic waste managementfee through pre-registration of the producers, importers of plastic 

carry bags/multilayered packaging and vendors selling the same for establishing the waste management 

system. 

 Phasing out of manufacture and use of non- recyclable multilayered plastic. 

  Responsibility of waste generator: All institutional generators of plastic waste, shall segregate and store 

the waste generated by them in accordance with the Solid Waste Management Rules, and handover 

segregated wastes to authorized waste processing or disposal facilities or deposition centers, either on its own 

or through the authorized waste collection agency. 

 Responsibility of retailers and street vendors: to not sell, or provide commodities to consumers in carry 

bags, or plastic sheet, or multilayered packaging, which are not manufactured and labeled or marked, as 

prescribed under these rules. 

 

65. Solid waste management rules 2016 

Need 

 In India, 62 million ton of solid waste generated every year. 70% of the waste generated is being collected. 

Only 18% of total waste generated gets treated. 

 Due to increasing urbanization, changing lifestyle, increasing income and industrialization solid waste 

generation will increase. 

Provisions  

1. Expansion of rules: from municipal corporations to railway stations, townships, airports etc. 

2. Segregation of waste generated in 3 categories 

i) Bio-degradable 

ii) Non- Bio-degradable 

iii) Domestic hazardous  

3. Applicability of the rules to event organizers with 100+ people, hotels and restaurants. 

4. Waste management charges may be imposed by local bodies. 

5. Fines for littering, throwing, burning solid waste. 

6. New townships & housing societies are made responsible for waste handling 

7. Manufacturers of napkin and diapers have to provide pouches for proper disposal.  

Impacts of solid wastes 

 Health issues like Low birth weight, Cancer, Congenital malformations, Neurological disease, Nausea and 

vomiting. 

 Solid wastes emits large amount of methane causes green house effect. 

 Soil pollution and water contamination are also big threats. 

 Toxic solid wastes generated by industries cause health hazard for human as well as other animals. 

Way forward 
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 Solid waste management rules are welcome step towards waste management. However proper 

implementation can only ensure the effective disposal of solid wastes. 

 Solid waste management strategy like composting to be promoted to ensure proper disposal of waste also 

using the waste as input to agriculture. 

 Solid waste treatment facilities to be developed in the country to ensure proper treatment. 

 Development of a business model: Promotion of private participation and making solid waste management 

as a profitable business. 

 

66. Water crisis in India 

Recent years have been witnessing very serious water scarcity problems throughout the world.  

Water scenario in India 

1. 18 percent of the world's population resides in India but only has access to 4-5 percent of usable water 

sources. 

2. Annual per capita availability of water in the country has plummeted significantly with 163 million Indians 

lacking access to safe drinking water. 

3. Great water shortage problem in 2016, recent incident of Simla running out of water shows the criticality of 

the problem. 

4. Recent Composite Water Management Index of NITI Aayog warns that 21 major cities may run out of 

ground water by 2021. 

5. Climate change, global warming has resulted in erratic raining pattern leading floods and draughts in various 

areas.  

6. Distorted cropping pattern in India leading to water table imbalances throughout India. E.g.sugarcane 

production in western Uttar Pradesh and parts of Maharashtra—regions suffering from severe water crisis. 

Improving Water use efficiency in India 

1. Improving water efficiency in Agriculture 

Indian water usage pattern reveals that more than 80% of water in India used for agriculture. Steps to taken to 

improve water efficiency could be 

1. Development of micro-irrigation systems. Up to 90% of water efficiency can be achieved with drip and 

sprinkler irrigation. 

2. Focus on command area development (CAD). This is now part of Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee 

Yojana (PMKSY) which focuses on ―more crop per drop‖. 

3. Cropping patterns should be changed as per the agro-climatic zones. 

4. Address the issue of fragmentation in farming. 

a. Expedite the adoption of the Model Agricultural Land Leasing Act, 2016 

b. Developing farmer producer organizations (FPO). 

 

2. Improving water efficiency in domestic uses 

1. Water harvesting techniques to be made compulsory in urban areas which face acute water crisis. 

2. Re-use of water after sewage treatment. E.g. treated water can be used for agriculture. 

3. Promoting innovative methods to conserve water in day today uses. E.g.  displacement device into the 

toilet cistern, Installing water efficient showers, 

4. Awareness drives conserve water 
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Conclusion  

Government has initiated various schemes like PM Krishi Sinchayi Yojana, National hydrology project, Jal 

Kranti Abhiyan etc. to improve the water efficiency in the country. These programs need to be implemented with 

letter and spirit to gain maximum benefits out of it. 

 

67. Aerosols 

Context: Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology, Pune, predicted that aerosols have possible impact on Indian 

monsoon system. 

What is aerosol? 

 An aerosol is a suspension of fine solid particles or liquid droplets, in air or another gas. 

  Aerosols can be natural or anthropogenic. Examples of natural aerosols are fog, dust, 

forest exudates and geyser steam. Examples of anthropogenic aerosols are haze, particulate air 

pollutants and smoke. 

What report said? 

 Aerosols and changes in forest and agricultural cover is affecting the strength of the monsoon, which is 

weakening over the last 50 years. 

 New simulations suggest that aerosols may be a far more important factor than GHGs. 

How do aerosols weaken India monsoon? 

 The monsoon is mainly driven by the thermal contrast between Indian subcontinent and the adjoining ocean. 

 As the land warms up the air above the land surface it is heated and rises up and is less dense than cool air 

over the ocean. 

 This contrast in temperature and densities causes the cool moisture bearing wind form the south to move into 

the land mass and bring monsoon rain to the subcontinent. 

 However, the scenario is changed due to presence of aerosols 

 These aerosols reduce incoming solar radiation over northern India and northern Indian Ocean, and lead to 

cooling of both land and sea, thus resulting in a lowered thermal contrast. 

 Hence, monsoon winds and circulation are weakened as both land sea are cooled due to aerosol 

accumulation. 

 

68. Delhi: Air Pollution 

Background 

 The capital city Delhi been ranked as the most polluted megacity in the world.  

 Last year, the Delhi chief minister compared the city to a ―gas chamber‖, while the Indian Medical 

Association issued a public warning saying it was in a state of ―medical health emergency‖.  

 United Airlines had cancelled some of its Delhi-bound flights, calling Delhi‘s air quality toxic, with 

conditions similar to a ―natural disaster‖.  

 More than 2.2 million schoolchildren in Delhi are threatened with irreversible lung damage.  
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Reasons for air pollution 

 Delhi‘s air pollution is a regional problem: A study by the International Institute for Applied Systems 

Analysis (IIASA) and the National Environmental Engineering Research Institute (NEERI) in Nagpur, India, 

showed that about 60% of the PM2.5 burden in Delhi is due to the neighboring states. 

 High vehicle emission in the region. 

 Burning of crop residue in the neighboring states. 

 Air pollution due to particulate matter gets worse in the winter months due to temperature inversion. During 

winter season, air is dense. Dust particles and pollutants in the air unable to move. They get locked in the air 

and forms smog. 

 Delhi lacks public transport infrastructure. For instance it has only half the buses it needs for public 

transport. 

 As a result of dust-laden winds blowing from the Middle East, the air quality in Delhi has deteriorated with 

rise in particulate matter. The increase in PM10 level is mainly due to incursion of dust from Oman and other 

parts of Middle East. 

Actions taken 

 The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) notified the Graded Response 

Action Plan to combat air pollution in NCR Delhiregion. 

 As per a Supreme Court order, the Graded Response Action Plan for the NCR involves stringent 

measures against burning of waste, industrial pollutionand transport sector emissions. 

 Ban on fire crackers 

 Ban on Pet coke in the region. 
 

What needs to be done? 

 Effective regulation of industries and vehicles. 

 Implementation BS-VI norms of  

 Switching to public transport. 

 Incentivizing electric vehicles. 

 Demotivating private vehicles through higher parking/ toll charges. 

 Effective regulation of crop residue burning in the surrounding region. 

 Usage of particulate filters, anti- smog guns etc. 

 Usage of bio fuel and other fuels with lesser pollutant emissions. 
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69. E-waste management rules 

Background:  

 Electronic waste or e-waste describes discarded electrical or electronic devices. 

 Increasing use of electronic items has made India 5th largest producer of E-waste. 

Challenges of India 

 Lack of recycling facility: Infrastructure is sufficient to recycle only half of the waste generated. 

 Proliferation of informal sector: in collecting and handling the e-waste. 

 Burning, breaking the waste to take out the precious metals in the waste. Throwing the residue creates higher 

proliferation of waste. 

 Lack of segregation of wastes. 

Features of the bill 

1. Wider applicability 

1. Manufacturer, dealer and Producer Responsibility Organization (PRO) have been introduced as 

additional stakeholders in the rules. 

2. The applicability of the rules has been extended to components, consumables, spares and parts  

3. Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR). 

1. Option has been given for setting up of PRO, e - waste exchange, e - retailer, Deposit Refund Scheme as 

additional channel for implementation of EPR by Producers to ensure efficient channelization of e - 

waste. 

2. Producer is made responsible for disposing the e-waste. 

3. Include environment costs associated with goods in the market price of the item. 

4. Deposit Refund Scheme has been introduced as an additional economic instrument wherein the producer 

charges an additional amount as a deposit at the time of sale of the electrical and electronic equipment and 

returns it to the consumer along with interest when the end - of - life electrical and electronic equipment is 

returned. 

5. The manufacturer is also now responsible to collect e - waste generated during the manufacture of any electrical 

and electronic equipment and channelize it for recycling or disposal and seek authorization from SPCB. 

6. Roles of state governments and local bodies 

1. State Government to prepare integrated plan for effective implementation of these provisions, and to 

submit annual report to Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change. 

2. Urban Local Bodies (Municipal Committee/Council/Corporation) has been assign the duty to collect and 

channelized the orphan products to authorized dismantler or recycler. 

What needs to be done? 

 Capacity building in E-waste handling and recycling. 

 Regulation of unorganized sector in handling the E-waste. 

 Educating the masses towards possible health impacts in dismantling and using the metals inside the e-

wastes. 
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70. Forest fires 

Background 

 India has witnessed a 125% spike in forest fires between 2015 and 2017.  

Causes of forest fires:  

1. Natural causes  

 Dry climate, summer heat – the forest gets littered with dry leaves and twigs and a slightest of sparks causes 

forest fire.  

 Lightning can set trees on fires but are often extinguished by rain.  

 Global warming, El Nino results in increasing forest fires. 

2. Man Made causes 

 Burning wood  

 Cigarettes and bidis  

 Inflammable material.  

 Electric faults.  

 Bullets used in hunting. 

 Intentional fire by the local people to improve grass quality grown in the forest and hilly areas.  

 Jumming cultivation 

Types of Forest Fires:  

1.Surface Fire – Primarily fire spreads from the forest surface or forest floor, primarily driven by dry leaves and 

twigs  

2.Crown Fire – Primarily the crown of trees and shrubs burn, often supported by surface fire.  

Steps to prevent forest fire:  

1. Separation of sources of fire and combustible or inflammable material.  

2. We must not allow pile up combustible material and look for safe storage.  

3. To adopt safe practices in areas near forests viz. factories, coal mines, oil stores, chemical plants and even in 

household kitchens.  

4. To incorporate fire reducing and fire fighting techniques and equipment while planning a building or coal 

mining operation. 

5. Volunteer teams to fight fire and sound alert needs to be developed.  

6. Fire fighting drills must be conducted frequently.  

Steps to contain forest fires:  

 Spray of fire retardants or water through pumps, Helicopters or aeroplanes (This method is expensive and 

is not practiced in India)  

 Compartmentalization of forest fire so that it is contained in compartments. (Practiced in India). Using 

natural barriers – rivers streams or using man made barriers – Roads or Making fire lines which have no 

vegetation.  

 Counter fires which rush towards the forest fire. (Practiced in India)  

 People try to beat the fire out using green leafy branches. This is dangerous as it causes asphyxiation and 

dehydration. (Practiced in India)  

 Involvement of local people to mitigate the forest fires. 
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71. Bio-fuels 

What are they? 

 Bio-fuels are liquid or gaseous fuels primarily produced from biomass, and can be used to replace or can be 

used in addition to diesel, petrol or other fossil fuels for transport, stationary, portable and other applications.  

 Crops used to make biofuels are generally either high in sugar (such as sugarcane, sugarbeet, and sweet 
sorghum), starch (such as maize and tapioca) or oils (such as soybean, rapeseed, coconut and sunflower). 

Categories of bio-fuels 

Biofuels are generally classified into four categories. 

 First generation bio-fuels - First-generation biofuels are made from sugar, starch, vegetable oil, or animal 

fats using conventional technology. Common first-generation biofuels include Bioalcohols, Biodiesel, 

Vegetable oil, Bioethers, Biogas. 

 Second generation bio-fuels - These are produced from non-food crops, such as cellulosic biofuels and 

waste biomass (stalks of wheat and corn, and wood). Examples include advanced biofuels like biohydrogen, 

biomethanol. 

 Third generation bio-fuels - These are produced from micro-organisms like algae. 

 Fourth generation bio-fuels : In fourth generation production systems, biomass crops are seen as efficient 

'carbon capturing' machines that take CO2 out of the atmosphere and ‗lock‘ it in their branches, trunks and 

leaves. Then, the carbon-rich biomass is converted into fuel and gases by means of second generation 
techniques.  

Benefits of using biofuel 

 Reduces vehicle emission which makes it eco-friendly. 

 Can be prepared locally. 

 Bio-fuels increases engine performance because it has higher cetane numbers as compared to petro diesel. 

 It has excellent lubricity. 

 Increased safety in storage and transport because the fuel is nontoxic and bio degradable (Storage, high flash 

pt) 

 Production of bio fuels in India will reduce dependence on foreign suppliers, thus helpful in price stability. 

 Reduction of greenhouse gases. 

72. National Bio-fuel Policy 2018. 

Salient Features of the policy: 

1. Categorization ofbiofuels based on the generations enables extension of appropriate financial and fiscal 

incentives under each category. 

2. Expansion of  the scope of raw material for ethanol production by allowing use of Sugarcane Juice, Sugar 

containing materials like Sugar Beet, Sweet Sorghum, Starch containing materials like Corn, Cassava, 

Damaged food grains like wheat, broken rice, Rotten Potatoes, unfit for human consumption for ethanol 

production. 
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3. Use of surplus food grains for production of ethanol for blending with petrol with the approval of National 

Biofuel Coordination Committee. 

4. Viability gap funding scheme for second generation ethanol Bio refineries of Rs.5000 crore in 6 years in 

addition to additional tax incentives, higher purchase price as compared to 1G biofuels. 

5. Setting up of supply chain mechanisms for biodiesel production from non-edible oilseeds, Used Cooking 

Oil, short gestation crops. 

6. Well defined roles: Roles and responsibilities of all the concerned Ministries / Departments with respect to 
biofuels has been captured in the Policy document to synergize efforts. 

Expected Benefits of Bio fuel development in India: 

1. Reduce Import Dependency: Around 150 crore liters of ethanol will result in savings of over Rs.4000 crore 

of forex by reducing oil imports. 

2. Cleaner Environment:  

o Through less emission compared to conventional fuels. 

o By reducing crop burning & conversion of agricultural residues/wastes. 

3. Health benefits: Used Cooking Oil is a potential feedstock for biodiesel and its use for making biodiesel will 

prevent diversion of used cooking oil in the food industry. 

4. Municipal Solid Waste Management: There are technologies available which can convert waste/plastic, 

MSW to drop in fuels. Helps to build cleaner cities. 

5. Infrastructural Investment in Rural Areas: 

6. Employment Generation:  

7. Additional Income to Farmers: by using crop residue for fuel generation. Helps to achieve doubling 
farmer‘s income. 

Conclusion 

Bio fuel is good alternative energy resource for fissile fuel scarce country like India. Considering its potential 

benefits, government is already supporting various bio-fuel plants. Efficient municipal waste collection and 

converting it to bio-fuel in a PPP model, mechanism to use crop to generate bio-fuels can be developed more 
effectively to convert challenges of the country to greater opportunities.  

73. Electric Vehicles 

 

Benefits of Electrical Vehicles 

1. Environmental friendly and pollution can be controlled: 14 of the 20 most polluted cities in the world are 

in India. Such status can be significantly improved. 

2. Reduction of fiscal deficit: Import of oil can be reduced by introduction of electrical vehicles. 

3. Efficiency : EVs are at least 3 to 3.5 times more energy efficient than the traditional internal combustion 

engine-based vehicles 

4. Reduction of health issues associated with harmful gases emitted by the fossil fuels. 

5. Easy maintenance of battery as compared to engines. 

6. Low noise levels 

7. Can be run through renewable energy resources. 
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Challenges 

1. Lower driving ranges: 

2. Lack of charging infrastructure and huge time for charging the battery 

3. Lack of interdepartmental co-ordination to promote electric vehicles in India. 

4. Electricity distribution grid assets are currently unable to handle large-scale EV energy requirements. 

5. Resources:  

a. India has very little amount of known Lithium which is very essential for batteries. 

b. Unavailability of rare earth materials used for making magnets for EV motors is another constraint.  

6. Technology gaps 

a. Limited Lithium battery manufacturing knows how. 

b.  Lack of semiconductor manufacturing facilities and controller design capabilities. 

Way forward 

1. Four heads namely Technology development, demand creation, pilot projects, and charging infrastructure 

development should be focused and targeted to achieve the desired results 

2. International Solar Alliance member countries are good source for gaining the raw material requirements like 

Lithium, cobalt, Nickel etc. 

3. Benefits of technology transfer from ISRO to manufacture Lithium Ion batteries to be harnessed effectively for 

large scale manufacturing. 

4. Policy framework to be created to develop semiconductor and controller manufacturing industry.  

 

74. National Electric Mobility Mission Plan (NEMMP) 2020 

 Government of India launched the National Electric Mobility Mission Plan (NEMMP) 2020 in 2013.  

 It aims to achieve national fuel security by promoting hybrid and electric vehicles in the country.  

 There is an ambitious target to achieve 6-7 million sales of hybrid and electric vehicles year on year from 

2020 onwards. 

 Emphasizes importance of government incentives and coordination between industry and academia 

 Target of 400,000 passenger battery electric cars (BEVs) by 2020 ~ avoiding 120 million barrels of oil and 4 

million tons of CO2 

 Lowering of vehicular emissions by 1.3 percent by 2020 

 

FAME India scheme 

 Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of Electric and Hybrid Vehicles in India popularly known as FAME 

India scheme was initiated as a part of NEMMP in the year 2015. 

 Aims to support hybrid/electric vehicles market development and manufacturing ecosystem. 

 The scheme has 4 focus areas i.e. 

i) Technology development, 

ii) Demand Creation, 

iii) Pilot Projects and 

iv) Charging Infrastructure. 

 The FAME India Scheme is aimed at incentivizing all vehicle segments i.e. 2 Wheeler, 3 Wheeler Auto, 

Passenger 4 Wheeler Vehicle, Light Commercial Vehicles and Buses. 
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75. Pradhan Mantri SahajBijli Har Ghar Yojana–―Saubhagya‖ 

Background: 

 India achieved 100% electrification. However 100% house hold connectivity is yet to be achieved.  

 Pradhan Mantri SahajBijli Har Ghar Yojana – intends to free electricity connections to all households (both APL 

and poor families) in rural areas and poor families in urban areas.  

Implementation strategy 

 Rural Electrification Corporation (REC) has been designated as its nodal agency for the Saubhagya scheme. 

 To expedite and monitor the electrification process under Saubhagya a web portal was launched. 

 Under the Saubhagya scheme, DISCOMs will also organize camps in villages/cluster of villages to facilitate 

on-the-spot filling up of application forms including release of electricity connections to households.  

Scope of the Scheme: 
 Providing last mile connectivity and electricity connections  

o To all un-electrified households in rural areas. 
o Connections to all remaining economically poor un-electrified households in urban areas. Non-poor 

urban households are excluded from this scheme 
 Providing Solar Photovoltaic (SPV) based standalone system for un-electrified households located in 

remote and inaccessible villages/habitations, where grid extension is not feasible or cost-effective. 

 

Salient Features of Saubhagya are: 
 Financial assistance to DISCOMS: All DISCOMs including Private Sector DISCOMs, State Power 

Departments and RE Cooperative Societies shall be eligible for financial assistance under the scheme. 
 SECC data for selection of beneficiary: The prospective beneficiary households for free electricity 

connections under the scheme would be identified using SECC 2011 data. However, un-electrified 

households not covered under SECC data would also be provided electricity connections under the scheme 

on payment of Rs. 500 which shall be recovered by DISCOMs in 10 installments through electricity bill.  
 Connection to remote areas: In case of un-electrified households located in remote and inaccessible areas, 

power packs of 200 to 300 Wp(with battery bank) with a maximum of 5 LED lights, 1 DC Fan, 1 DC power 

plug etc. may be provided along with the provision of Repair and Maintenance (R&M) for 5 years. 

 

76. Rural electrification in India 

Context: Recently government announced accomplishment of 100% rural electrification in India. 

Definition of electrified village 

A village would be declared as electrified, if: 

 Basic infrastructure such as Distribution Transformer and Distribution lines are provided in the inhabited 

locality as well as the Dalit Basti hamlet where it exists. 

 Electricity is provided to public places like Schools, Panchayat Office, Health Centers, Dispensaries, 

Community centers etc. 

 The number of households electrified should be at least 10% of the total number of households in the village. 

       Some facts 

 World Bank in its recent report said India is doing ―extremely well‖ on electrification with nearly 85% of 

the country‘s population having access to electricity. 
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 Between 2010 and 2016, India providing electricity to 30 million people each year, more than any other 

country. 

Issues 

 100% rural electrification doesn‘t mean that all the households of India are electrified. 

 According to data 31 million houses are still in darkness. 

 Full time supply of electricity is more important to ensure that the benefits of connections reach the 

beneficiaries. 

Way forward 

 Government should focus on 100% rural household electrification. Recent Saubhagya scheme should be 

implemented effectively. 

  Government should also ensure 24*7 power supply to entire country.  

 

 

77. KisanUrja Suraksha EvamUtthaanMahabhiyan (KUSUM) 

Features 

 Installation of grid-connected solar power plants each of capacity up to 2 MW in the rural areas; 

 Installation of standalone off-grid solar water pumps to fulfill irrigation needs of farmers not connected to 

grid; 

 Solarization of existing grid-connected agriculture pumps to make farmers independent of grid supply 

and also enable them to sell surplus solar power generated to DISCOM and get extra income; and 

 Solarization of tube-wells and lift irrigation projects of Government sector. 

Benefits of the scheme 

 Scheme would provide additional income to farmers. 

 Promote decentralized solar power production 

 Reduce transmission losses 

 To support the financial health of DISCOMs by reducing the burden of subsidy to the agriculture sector. 

 To support States to meet the RPOs targets 

 To promote energy efficiency and water conservation. 

 Provide water security to farmers through provision of assured water sources through solar water pumps – 

both off-grid and grid connected 

 To provide reliable power to utilize the irrigation potential created by state irrigation departments 

 To fill the void in solar power production in the intermediate range between roof tops and large parks 

78. High speed rail project 

 

About the project 

 Project is under-construction high-speed rail line connecting the cities of Ahmedabad, Gujarat, and India's 

economic hub Mumbai, Maharashtra.  
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 Project helps run the trains with maximum speed of 350 km/hour. 

 Project is undertaken by Japanese technology as well as low interest loan 

 Track is constructed with 8% tunnel track, 64% on embarkment, 25% in duct. 

Criticism 

 Project is not viable as its high fairs after completion. Few estimates suggest air fair will be less than the train 

fair. 

 Failure of the project in terms of economic viability inmany other countries. 

Advantages of the project 

 Reduction in travel time 

 Producer and consumer linkage between the cities help to develop the region. 

 Technology learn can be horizontally deployed to other rails improve the average speed of Indian railway 

system. 

 Showcases India‘s transportation infrastructure. 

 As the trains run by electricity, GHG emission will reduce. 

 Port connectivity helps to improve the economy. 

 Though cost of travel is high in the short term, long run it is very economical. 

 Loan by Japan is with 0.1% interest which almost like an interest free loan. 

Conclusion 

Advancement in the rail infrastructure is the need of the hour for the country like India which is all set to grow in 

next decades. High speed train project can be seen as first step to improve the transportation infrastructure in this 

direction. 

 

79. Challenges of fake/ forward messages 

Context: With the advent of social media, challenges of fake forward messages are increasing. 

Issues with fake/forward messages 

 Terror: E.g. ISIS used for recruiting, mobilizing the group for terrorism. 

 Defamation: Joking/mocking/abusing the person against the dignity of individuals  

 Communal hatred, social disharmony through communal groups. 

 Messages create violence: Violence between Karnataka and Tamil Nadu during Kaveri issue was intensifies 

due to these messages. 

 Long term impact on children/youth after watching the images/ videos posted through social media. 

 Unfair trade practices, unethical business: E.g. message of AIDS spread droplets on Coca-Cola. 

 Anonymity: Hard to detect the origin of message. Many times wrong persons get punished by the act. 

 Fake accounts, erosion of values like truth, honesty etc. 

Measures to be taken 

 Awareness 

o Awareness campaigns towards fake/forward messages. 

o Education to people to check authenticity before sharing/ believing the message. 
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 Regulation 

o Social media, messaging groups through specific laws and liabilities. 

o Global regulation platform. 

o Laws, legal actions against fake news spreaders. 

 Infrastructure  

o Dedicated cyber security system to monitor to monitor fake messages. 

o Product Controls, Digital Literacy and Fact-Checking and Proactive Action by Social media like 

Whatsapp, Facebook, twitter etc.  

o Cyber security network development by the governments check the issues associated with these 

messages. 

o Use of advance technology like machine learning, big data to identify fake message senders. 

80. Cyber security 

Challenges 

 Ransom ware attacks and demanding money are increasing. E.g: Wannacry, Petya 

 Cyber space for spreading the terrorism: e.g. ISIS used cyber space to get disillusion the people. 

 Cyber theft, data hack, money theft are increasing 

 Cyber crime: Cyber crime rate in India is exponentially increasing. For instance 2016-17 showed 100% 

increase in cyber crime. 

 Privacy issues: data sharing by renowned companies like Facebook, Google etc. 

 New technologies like artificial intelligence, machine learning also face new challenges for cyber security.  

Internet of things is often not built with security. 

 Low cost phones in developing county like India are often prone cyber attacks. 

 Lack of global conventions: Budapest convention is the global convention  

 Low digital literacy: in poor and developing countries 

 Lack of cyber security staffs: 

 Cyber warfare: Countries are using cyber space to initiate virtual war E.g: Russia on Ukraine. 

Government initiatives 

 National Cyber Security Policy, 2013 

1. Aimed at building a secure and resilient cyberspace for citizens, businesses and the Government.  

2. Its mission is to protect cyberspace information and infrastructure, build capabilities to prevent and 

respond to cyber attacks, and minimise damages through coordinated efforts of institutional 

structures, people, processes, and technology.  

 Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) is designated as a National nodal agency to 

coordinate matters related to cyber security incidents in the country. 

 National Critical Information Infrastructure Protection Centre (NCIIPC) has been setup to enhance the 

protection and resilience of Nation‘s Critical information infrastructure. 

 Public Private Partnership has been developed for cooperation and collaboration for responding cyber 

security incidents. 
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 Information Security Education and Awareness (ISEA) Project is being implemented with an objective 

of capacity building in the area of Information Security, training of Government personnel and creation of 

mass Information Security awareness.  

 Cyber forensics training labs in all north eastern states, CBI Academy Ghaziabad and cities such as 

Mumbai, Pune, Kolkata and Bangalore have been setup.Police from North Eastern States, Maharashtra, West 

Bengal and Karnataka have been trained for dealing with cybercrime. 

 Cyber Crisis Management Plan (CCMP) for countering cyber threats and cyber terrorism has been 

developed. 

 National Cyber Coordination Centre (NCCC) to generate necessary situational awareness of existing and 

potential cyber security threats and enable timely information sharing for proactive, preventive and 

protective actions by individual entities. 

 Cyber Swachhta Kendra (Botnet Cleaning and Malware Analysis Centre) which provides detection of 
malicious programs and free tools to remove the same. 

 

81. Dam Safety Bill 2018 

Need of Dam safety in India 

1. Lack of Institutional mechanism: Majority of the Dams in India are built and maintained by states or 

autonomous bodies. 

2. Lack of funding: Failure of states to devolve sufficient money for safety purposes. 

3. Presences of large number of Dams: There are over 5200 large dams in India and about 450 are under 

construction. Plus there are thousands of medium and small dams. Safety problem of any one of them may 

cause huge people as well as monitory losses. 

4. Densely settled population over the banks of the rivers brings the much needed actions towards Dam safety. 

5. Seismic Zone: Himalayan region of India is highly prone to earth quakes which may damage the dams. 

6. Increasing age of the Dams: Many dams are getting older. 2+% of dams built before 1950 are failed 

globally. India should look into dam safety to prevent such failures. 

Features of Dam safety Bill 2018.  

1. The Bill provides for proper surveillance, inspection, operation and maintenance of all specified dams in 

the country to ensure their safe functioning. 

2. Institutional mechanism 

a. Policy formation: National Committee on Dam Safety which shall evolve dam safety policies 

and recommend necessary regulations as may be required for the purpose. 

b. Policy implementation: National Dam Safety Authority as a regulatory body which shall 

discharge functions to implement the policy, guidelines and standards for dam safety in the 

country. 

c. State Committee on Dam Safety by State Government. 

3. Comprehensive safety evaluation (CSE) by independent panel of expert. First CSE within 5 years, and 

thereafter at regular intervals specified by NCDS. 

4. Guidelines for dam owners: 

a.  Owner has to establish a ‗dam safety unit‘ 
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b. Has to undertake pre-monsoon & post-monsoon inspections of dam. 

c. Various measures to be followed by dam owners has been detailed. 

5. Offences and penalties for not following the provisions are also mentioned in the bill. 

6. Detail emergency action plan has been given. 

Dam Safety Bill 2018 is welcome step by the government to improve the safety of dams. Provisions of the bill to be 

utilized effectively to ensure the safety of dams to prevent possible disasters. 

 

83. Big Data 

Big data is a term that is used to describe data that is high volume, high velocity, and/or high variety; requires new 

technologies and techniques to capture, store, and analyze it. 

 

Applications of Big data 

 Manufacturing: Big data provides an infrastructure for transparency in manufacturing industry, which is the 

ability to unravel uncertainties such as inconsistent component performance and availability. 

 Improving healthcare – Data-driven medicine involves analysing vast numbers of medical records and 

images for patterns that can help spot disease early and develop new medicines. 

 Preventing crime – Police forces are increasingly adopting data-driven strategies based on their own 

intelligence and public data sets in order to deploy resources more efficiently and act as a deterrent where 

one is needed. 

 Governance:   

o Resolving traffic problems in cities 

o Efficient supply chain management 

o Targeting healthcare delivery 

o Providing personalized educational experience for students 

o Preventive steps to protect the environment 

o Enabling security to people and society 
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o Informed policy making 

 

 Providing Density And Location Coordinates To Fishermen 

 Predictive Analytics for Farming: For example, in 2016 Microsoft collaborated with International Crops 

Research Institute for Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) and Andhra Pradesh government, to develop a new 

mobile application for farmers.  

 

Big Data challenges 

 Data privacy – The Big Data we now generate contains a lot of information about our personal lives, which 

can be misused. 

 Data security –  

 Data discrimination: Charging different rates to different persons, different facilities based on persons etc. 

are possible. 

 Lack of Digitization :  

 Heterogeneity, Complexity and Incompleteness of data  

 High investment Cost and Access. 

 

84. Nipah Virus 

Background: 

 Nipah Virus Infection is the infection caused by the Nipah virus. It is a zoonosis or a zoonotic disease 

(disease that can transmit from animals to humans). 

 Nipah virus was first identified in 

 Malaysia (1998) - where it spread from fruit bats to pigs to pid breeders 

 Bangladesh (early 2000) - where it spread from bat urine/saliva to date palm sap to humans who 

drank it and then human to human 

 In India - West Bengal saw two outbreaks of the virus in Siliguri and Nadia districts between 2000 

and 2010. 

 

How Nipah Virus Spreads: 

 Nipah virus spreads from animals to humans, and then from humans to other humans through respiratory 

droplets and fluids, although it is not very efficient in spreading and only affects people within one meter of 

patient. 

 

Government Steps: 

Long term steps: 

 'Science & Technology' and 'Research and Development' – Through S&T and R&D government can ensure 

that the state of the art labs and equipment are available to the virologists to test samples for viruses. It would 

help them determine the genetic makeup of virus. It will also help in isolating antibodies. New technologies 

can help track and predict the path of various viral vectors. Encouraging and attracting private investments 

and international collaboration will help in this regard. 

 The government spending is low in health (1.2% of GDP) and in RnD (<1% of GDP). Low finances are a 

bottleneck to training, research, purchasing new equipment. With low investments early detection of cases 

become difficult as often samples are sent abroad for testing. 
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Short Term Steps: 

  Regular and latest training will ensure that latest practices have been imbibed by the Indian researchers. It 

would also help in developing researchers throughout India. 

 Patient Zero (is the first patient to be affected by the viral outbreak) often affects other patients as we saw in 

the case of Nipah virus as the relatives – often share the same bed and utensils with the patient. Such 

practices need to be discouraged. 

 Spreading Awareness about the disease, ways to reduce the infection. For example –Awareness about 

hygiene. 

  Decentralized Testing and Diagnostic services at local level and district level Thus, we see that through 

effective steps and measures such viral outbreaks can be controlled. 

 

Important Committees and Reports 

85. Recommendations of Shekatkar Committee  

Background  

 The committee was constituted owing to the higher revenue component (day-to-day costs/salaries) in the 

defence budget. 

 The revenue component of the defense is outweighs the capital component leading to less budget available 

for the defense capital development. 

 Since the 1999 Kargil conflict, government is focusing to improve the combat capabilities of the army 

without increase in the manpower. 

 On this backdrop Shekatkar committee was constituted. 

 

Aim of the committee 

 Committee of Experts (CoE) was constituted by Ministry of Defence under the chairmanship of Lt Gen (Retd) 

DB Shekatkar to recommend 

 Measures to enhance combat capability 

 Rebalance defense expenditure of the armed forces  

 Increase ―Teeth To Tail Ratio‖.   

 The committee submitted its report in December 2016. 

Recommendations of the committee 

Optimization in non-combat forces 

 ‗Optimizing support staffs  

 Abolishing military and dairy farms,  

 Downsizing the remount veterinary corps. 

Structural reforms  

 Re-organize the role of certain organisations like the DRDO, DGQA, Defence Estates, Defence 

Accounts, and Ordnance Factory Board (OFB).  

 Restructure of the National Cadet Corps (NCC) and suggested bringing it under the administrative 

control of the ministry of human resources than MoD.  

 Cutting down the expenditure and even close down certain organisations/PSUs, which it feels is wasteful 

expenditure 

Modernization 

 India‘s defence budget should be atleast 2.5% of its GDP. 
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 To meet the urgent combat needs of our armed forces and in terms of providing them with modern 

equipments and weapon systems. 

 Creation of Joint Services War College that runs a one year combined course for all the three forces. 

 Increase the retirement age of jawans by two years, it will help the army save a significant amount on 

pensions and training of personnel (Important).  

 

Government has accepted the majority of the recommendations of the committee and started implementing it. 

Effective implementation of the recommendations will help the government to save 25000 crores in next 5 years. 

 

86. BN Sri Krishna Committee on data protection 

Background 

 Government of India constituted an expert Committee headed by BN Srikrishna to study and identify key 

data protection issue and recommendations to addressing the challenges.  

 The committee submitted its report titled - ―A Free and Fair Digital Economy – Protecting Privacy, 

Empowering Indians‖.  

 

The committee touches upon  

 Consent  

 What compromises personal and sensitive personal data  

 Exemptions which can be granted  

 Grounds for processing data  

 Storage restrictions for personal data  

 Individual rights  

 Right to be forgotten  

 

Key Recommendations of the committee are:  

 Restrictions on processing and collection of personal data. Exemptions in state or societal interest and 

according to procedure established by law.  

 Individuals will have right to withdraw consent  

 All firms and agencies will have to appoint data protection officers  

 Right to be forgotten to be granted to citizens in line with EU  

 Data localisation – Personal data to be stored in servers in India  

 Data Protection Authority – Regulatory body to oversee and enforce data protection rights  

 Aadhar act to be amended to bolster data protection  

 Cross border transfer of of personal data would be through model contract clauses. Critical personal data 

will be prohibited from cross border transfer.  

 Separate and more stringent laws for protection of data of children. 

 

Criticism 

 There are many exceptions for processing of data. It would dilute the data protection norms.  

 The recommendations do not cover surveillance law reform in India. 

 Localization of data can be an impediment to the open character of the internet. 

 Mandating localization of all personal data as proposed in the bill is likely to become a trade barrier in the 

key markets.  Startups from India that are going global may not be able to leverage global cloud platforms 

and will face similar barriers as they expand in new markets  
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 Certain provisions of the recommendation and draft bill violate privacy Like - Processing of personal data in 

the interest of security of state 

 

Way forward 

 Recommendation of the committee is very good first step in the way to data protection in the country. 

 Some of the provisions needs to be discussed and debated to overcome the loopholes in the report ensure 

better data protection bill. 

 

87.Malimath Committee report on reforms in the criminal justice system 

Context: Union government is considering to revisit the Malimath Committee report on reforms in the criminal 
justice system. Here we look at what the panel recommended in 2003. 

Background 

 In 2000, the then NDA government formed a panel headed by the former Chief Justice of Kerala and 

Karnataka, Justice V.S. Malimath, to suggest an overhaul of the century-old criminal justice system. 

 Two years later, the Justice Malimath Committee submitted a report with 158 recommendations to the 

Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, who was also the Home Minister.  

 The Committee felt that the existing system ―weighed in favor of the accused and did not adequately focus 

on justice to the victims of crime.‖ 

Key recommendations 

Right to silence 

 The panel recommended a modification to Article 20 (3) of the Constitution that protects the accused from 

being compelled to be a witness against himself/herself. 

 The Committee suggested that the court be given freedom to question the accused to elicit information and 

draw an adverse inference against the accused in case the latter refuses to answer.  

 The Committee also felt that the accused should be required to file a statement to the prosecution disclosing 

his/her stand. 

Rights of the accused 

 The Committee suggested that a Schedule to the Code be brought out in all regional languages so that the 

accused knows his/her rights, as well as how to enforce them and whom to approach when there is a denial 
of those rights. 

Justice to victims of crime 

 The victim should be allowed to participate in cases involving serious crimes and also be given adequate 

compensation. 

 If the victim is dead, the legal representative shall have the right to implead himself or herself as a party, in 

case of serious offences. 
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 Victim compensation is a State obligation in all serious crimes, whether the offender is apprehended or 

not, convicted or acquitted. This is to be organised in a separate legislation. 

 A Victim Compensation Fund can be created under the victim compensation law and the assets confiscated 
in organised crimes can be made part of the fund. 

Police investigation 

Police custody is now limited to 15 days. The Committee suggested this be extended to 30 days and an additional 

time of 90 days be granted for the filing of charge sheet in case of serious crimes.. 

Courts and judges 

 The report submitted in 2003 pointed out the judge-population ratio in India is 10.5 per million population as 

against 50 judges per million population in many parts of the world. The ratio is 19.66 per million people as 

of 2017. 

Trial procedures 

 The Committee felt that all cases in which punishment is three years and below should be tried summarily 
and punishment that can be awarded in summary trials be increased to three years. 

Offences against women: 

 Bigamy: Evidence regarding a man and woman living together for a reasonably long period should 

considered as marriage, even if he is already married and he is liable to provide maintenance to both women. 

 Adultery: When a man can be punished for having sexual relations with another man‘s wife, the woman 

should also be liable for punishment. 

 Domestic abuse: The Committee favoured making Section 498A as a bailable and compoundable offence. 

This Section is largely used in case of dowry harassment. 

 Rape: Non-penal penetration and any forcible penetration should also be considered as rape and must be 

carry a heavier punishment. The trial of rape cases should be done with most expeditiously, within four 

months, and with a high degree of sensitivity. 

 

Some of the accepted recommendations 

 The committee made 158 recommendations, and since then some of these have become law.  

 Its suggestion on permitting videography of statements has been implemented.  

 The definition of rape has been expanded and new offences against women have been added. 

 Its advocacy of substantial witness protection has not been realised, but victim compensation is now part of 
law 

Organized crime and terrorism 

 Though crime is a State subject, a central law must be enacted to deal with organised crime, federal crimes, 

and terrorism. A Department of Criminal Justice must be established to appraise procedural and criminal 

laws and to periodically amend them, the Committee said. 

 One of its suggestions was that the possession of prohibited automatic or semi-automatic weapons and lethal 
explosives be made punishable with up to 10 years jail. 
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88. TSRSubramanian Committee report on new education policy 

TSR Committee with the intention of bringing quality and equality in education system. 

Key recommendations of the committee 

 Indian Education Service (IES) should be established as an all India service with officers being on 

permanent settlement to the state governments. 

 Increase the funds to educationto at least 6% of GDP without further loss of time. 

 Improve quality of teaching 

o There should be minimum eligibility condition with 50% marks at graduate level for entry to 

existing B.Ed courses. 

o Teacher Entrance Tests (TET) should be made compulsory for recruitment of all teachers. The 

Centre and states should jointly lay down norms and standards for TET. 

o Certification for teachers in government and private schools should be made mandatory, with 

provision for renewal every 10 years based on independent external testing. 

 Pre-school education for children in the age group of 4 to 5 years should be declared as a right and a 

program for it implemented immediately. 

 The no detention policy must be continued for young children until completion of class V when the 

child will be 11 years old. At the upper primary stage, the system of detention shall be restored subject to the 

provision of remedial coaching and at least two extra chances being offered to prove his capability to move 

to a higher class 

 The mid-day meal (MDM) program should now be extended to cover students of secondary schools. This is 

necessary as levels of malnutrition and anaemia continue to be high among adolescents. 

 UGC Act must be allowed to lapse once a separate law is created for the management of higher education. 

The University Grants Commission (UGC) needs to be made leaner and thinner and given the role of 

disbursal of scholarships and fellowships. 

 Top 200 foreign universities should be allowed to open campuses in India and give the same degree 

which is acceptable in the home country of the said university. 

 

Conclusion 

 Government is implementing few of the recommendations of the committee like introducing HECI, no 

detention policy. However, majority of the recommendations are not taken into consideration. 

 Government has constituted new committee under K Kasturirangan to make Indian education contemporary, 

improve its quality, and internationalize it. 

 

89.Ashok Dalwai Committee Draft Report on doubling the farmers income 

Background  

 The government announced to double farm incomes by 2022 in its Union Budget 2016-17. 

 In line with this it appointed an 8-member inter-ministerial committee headed by Ashok Dalwai, to consider 

major reforms in agriculture sector. 

 

Major recommendations (draft) 

 One-India market concept 
o Agricultural Marketing to be under Concurrent list the  

o Greater private sector participation in agri-marketing and logistics 

 Localization of markets 
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o The committee estimated that the country need about 10,000 wholesale and nearly 20,000 rural retail 

markets to achieve the desired market density to build a pan-India system. 
o It is suggested that State Governments may convert these principal and submarket yards into full-

fledged and independent markets. 

 State Level Measures - 

o Better physical infrastructure. 

o Improved price information dissemination campaigns. 

o Reform in the regulations that force farmers to sell their produce to local monopolies. 

 Producer Organizations  
o Increase the number of Farm producer Organizations 

o Each FPO/VPO would cover 1,000 farmers and/or 1,000 hectares. 

o Amend the Companies Act to facilitate private sector shareholding in FPOs up to 26 per cent. 

 Model Agricultural Produce and Livestock Marketing (Promotion and Facilitating) Act (APLM)to be 

established by the center so that States can make the act operational. 

 Product withholding capacity for farmers 
o Small and marginal farmers benefit from the price fluctuations only when they have withholding 

capacity. 

o Pledge financing should be initiated. 

o Storage godowns, including cold storages, should be upgraded per the standards laid down by the 

Warehousing Development and Regulatory Authority so that they can issue Negotiable Warehouse 

Receipts. 

 

90. V Kamakoti committee on Artificial Intelligence 

Background 

 AI Task Force was set up to prepare India for the upcoming Industrial Revolution 4.0 and the resulting 

economic transformation, with an emphasis on artificial intelligence. 

 Task force was headed by V Kamakoti committee   Professor from Indian Institute of Technology, Madras. 

Mission of the AI Task Force was to: 

 Leverage AI for economic benefits 

 Create policy and legal framework to accelerate deployment of AI technologies 

 Create concrete five-year horizon recommendations for specific Government, Industry and Research 

programs 

Highlights of the report 

 Creating a data ombudsman — like the one available in banking and insurance sector — to address data-

related issues and grievances. 

 The report also stresses the need to have more effective data protection policies as a precursor to encouraging 

any form of data sharing. 

 Setting up of Inter-Ministerial National Artificial Intelligence Mission funded to the tune of Rs 1200 

crores over 5 years. The main task of the mission should be setting up Centers of Excellence, setting up a 
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generic AI test bed for developers to use as a validation platform, creation of interdisciplinary large data 

centre. 

 AI Task force has also identified 10 specific domains that need attention with respect to AI: 

o Manufacturing 

o Fintech 

o Healthcare 

o Agriculture 

o Education 

o Retail/Customer engagement 

o Public utility services 

o Aid for differently-abled persons/Accessibility technology 

o Environment 

o National security 

 Using AI asan Interdisciplinary Bridge to close the gap between any disciplines. 

 AI based curriculum for education and skilling; and leveraging international relationships and participation 

in AI based international standard setting discussions. 

 

Criticism about the report 

 It is a set of preliminary recommendations, and not as detailed as perhaps the subject demanded.  It just does 

not delve deep enough into the subject. In areas like national security, ethics in AI, and even in creating 

centres of excellence, it seems to skim the surface. 

 It could perhaps have tackled a couple of other exceedingly important questions.  

o Policies needed to turn India into an AI research powerhouse, and not merely an user of AI 

solutions?  

o How does one guard against the dark side of AI? 

 

91. National Strategy for Artificial Intelligence 

Context:NITI Aayog has come with report ―National Strategy for Artificial Intelligence #AIFORALL. 

Each section of the report focuses on 

1. Opportunities and economic impact of Artificial Intelligence for India 

2. India specific key challenges and focus areas of AI implementation 

3. Different initiatives identified for AI implementation in India and the role of different parties (Academia, Start-

Up, Tech-Giants, Citizens, etc.) and the role of our government to make those successful. 

 

Key highlights 

  There are huge opportunities and economic impact that AI can bring, estimating AI to boost India‘s annual 

growth rate by 1.3 percentage points by 2035. 

 AI is going to create a wide spread transformative impact on the overall quality of life of our citizens. 

 The report indicates that India also provides a perfect ‗playground‘ for enterprises and institutions globally to 

develop scalable solutions which can be easily implemented in the rest of the developing and emerging 

economies. 

 Few of the key sectors where AI has already become a differentiator are — Healthcare, Agriculture, Banking 

& Finance, Transports & Logistics, Retail, Manufacturing, Energy, Smart Cities and Education & Skilling. 
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Healthcare 

 India and is expected to grow to USD 280 billion by 2020 from the current USD 100 billion, yet it faces major 

challenges of quality, accessibility and affordability for a large section of the population. 

 Application of AI in Healthcare can help address issues of high barriers of access to healthcare facilities.  

 The difficulties like affordability and reactive approach for cancer treatment can be minimized with the 

adoption of AI for India‘s cancer woes. 

  The ‗Digital Pathology‘ and another project under discussion namely the ‗Imaging Biobank‘ for cancer will 

help the detection of the disease accurately and precisely in a very early stage. 

 AI based Radiomics is an emerging field. 

 AI can play a crucial role for the success of many government schemes. 

 AI based healthcare solutions can also help in making healthcare services in India more proactive, moving 

from ‗sick care‘ to ‗true health care‘ 

Agriculture 

 Application for soil care:  

 AI sowing App 

 AI for herbicide optimization: 

 AI for precision farming: 

Education- 

 Adaptive learning tools for customized learning 

 Microsoft is helping in predicting drop outs in Andhra Pradesh: 

Smart Cities and Infrastructure: 

 Smart Mobility and Transportation:  to address congestion and road accidents, high number of traffic 

deaths, lack of public transportation infrastructure etc. 

 

Challenges in India 

 Shortage of expertise, 

  Absence of data ecosystem, 

  Privacy & security issues,  

 Lack of awareness, and  

 Absence of any collaboration. 

 

Recommendations  

 Creating a multi-stakeholder marketplace to encourage the development of sustainable AI solutions  

 Facilitating creation of large foundational data sets which will enable and accelerate development of AI 

solutions by start-ups and other AI research organizations. 

 Partnership and collaborative approach involving various stakeholders and the government.  

 Supporting AI start-ups financially as well as through other means, 

 Establishing a ‗National AI Marketplace (NAIM)‘ and ‗Data Marketplace‘ and few more. 

 

92. Ease of doing business report 

Context: India exhibited significant jump in the ease of doing business ranking from 130 in 2017 to 100 in 2018.  

What is ease of doing business ranking? 

 Ease of doing business index is calculated by World Bank and ranking is given among 190 countries. 



                  
 

© APTI PLUS ACADEMY FOR CIVIL SERVICES 

 Calculation is done on 10 indices. Starting a business, Dealing with construction permits, Getting 

electricity, Registering property, Getting credit, protecting minority investors, Paying taxes, Trading across 

borders, Enforcing contracts and Resolving insolvency. 

 

Reasons for India‘s improvements 

 India listed in top ten best performers in ease of doing. 

 India has improved its rank in 6 out of 10 parameters, while it moved closer to global best practices in 9. 

 Enactment of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code and action under it helped India move from 136 to 

a rank of 103 in the ‗resolving insolvency‘ parameter. 

 Obtaining direction identification number, permanent account and tax deduction account number (PAN 

and TAN) —have been merged into one. 

  Online procedures to get a construction permit reduced the total days get the permit. 

 Ease of tax payment through online mode. 

India‘s rank may improve even further as implementation of GST, implementation of insolvency and bankruptcy 

code will impact on ranking. 

Some concerns/challenges about ease of doing business 

 Ranking considers only 2 cities of India. 

 Merely focusing on improvement in number may not be the right way. 

 Intent of reforms and quality of actual enforcement may not be seen on the ground level. 

 Some of the areas like starting business, construction permit, registering property etc. in India are very 

difficult. Improvements need to be done in those areas. 

 

93. Global hunger report 

Context: India ranked 100 out of 119 countries in Global Hunger Report 2017. 

What is global hunger Index? 

 The Index was adopted and further developed by the International Food Policy Research 

Institute (IFPRI) 
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 The Index ranks countries on a 100-point scale, with 0 being the best score (no hunger) and 100 being 

the worst, although neither of these extremes is reached in practice. 

 GHI combines 4 component indicators:  

o  The proportion of the undernourished as a percentage of the population; 

o The proportion of children under the age of five suffering from wasting;  

o The proportion of children under the age of five suffering from stunting;  

o The mortality rate of children under the age of five. 

What report says about India? 

 Given that three-quarters of South Asia‘s population resides in India, the situation in that country 

strongly influences South Asia‘s regional score.  

 At 31.4, India‘s 2017 GHI score is at the high end of the serious category.  

 According to 2015–2016 survey data, more than a fifth (21 percent) of children in India suffer from 

wasting. Only three other countries in this year‘s GHI—Djibouti, SriLanka, and South Sudan—have data 

or estimates showing child wasting above 20 percent in the latest period (2012–2016).  

 India‘s child wasting rate has not substantially improved over the past 25 years.  

 Country has made progress in other areas: Its child stunting rate, while still relatively high at 38.4 

percent, has decreased in each of the reference periods in this report, down from 61.9 percent in 1992. 

 Areas of concern include  

o Timely introduction of complementary foods for young children (that is, the transition away from 

exclusive breastfeeding), which declined from 52.7 percent to 42.7 percent between 2006 and 

2016;  

o Children between 6 and 23 months old who receive an adequate diet—a mere 9.6 percent for the 

country; and  

o Household access to improved sanitation facilities—a likely factor in child health and nutrition—

which stood at 48.4 percent as of 2016. 

 As per the report, India ranks below many of its neighboring countries such as China (29th rank), Nepal 

(72), Myanmar (77), Sri Lank (84) and Bangladesh (88). It is ahead of Pakistan (106) and Afghanistan 

(107). 

Why report is misleading? 

 Per capita food production in India has increased by 26% (2004-05 to 2013-14), while it has doubled 

in the last 50 years. But the hunger report shows other way round. 

 While a casual reading would create the impression of India being among the worst performers and 

underachievers in addressing food and nutrition security, closer scrutiny shows that it should not be taken 

at face value as it is neither appropriate nor representative of hunger prevalent in a country. 

 GHI assigns 70.5% weightage to children below five who constitute only a minor population share and 

29.5% weightage to the population above five, which constitutes 81.5% of the total population.  

 The IFPRI acknowledges that only 45% of child mortality is due to hunger or undernutrition. If child 

health indicators are not included in the GHI, India will move to the 77th spot. 

 There is still inconclusive debate on the cut-off for minimum energy requirement calculation. 
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  National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) data on Household Consumption Expenditure for the latest year 

(2011-12) indicate that 72% of India‘s population consumed less food than required to meet the calorie 

norm specified by ICMR-NIN. Applying theICMR-NIN norm, a significant percentage of the population 

even in rich income households is undernourished. 

What needs to be done to improve the ranking? 

 Improvement in the areas of malnourishment, child stunting. India should focus on nutrition 

improvement in children. 

 In India, underweight is not just the problem of poor. Significant steps to be taken to ensure sufficient 

nourishment in all the sections of the society. 

 Hunger Index also consider sanitation component. Aggressive implementation of recent initiatives of the 

government like Swatch Bharat Abhiyan helps to improve the condition.  

 Inequality in all its forms must be addressed also food security for the all should be ensured to improve 

the ranking of the country. 

 

94.Mihir Shah Committee report: How to solve water crisis 

Background 

 The country‘s water sector is going through a rough patch. From polluted water resources to increasing 

demand for water due to rising population and frequent droughts, there are many problems that plague the 

sector. 

 At present, water is being managed under two separate heads--surface water and groundwater. Surface water 

is managed by the Central Water Commission or CWC and the groundwater is managed by the Central 

Groundwater Board or CGWB. 

 From a hydrological standpoint, however, the two disciplines are not separate from each other and are 

interconnected. Therefore, a major shift is needed in the institutional framework of the CWC and the CGWB 

to make water management more holistic and multidisciplinary. 

 In this context, Mihir Shah Committee, a seven-member committee headed by DrMihir Shah, has proposed 

in its report on India‘s water reforms in 2016 to restructure the CWC and the CGWB into a National Water 

Commission. 

Committee Recommendations: 
 Emphasized on overhaul of the water management system in the country. 

 Modification in surface water as well as ground water management policies to face emerging challenges. 

 Restructuring of Central Water Commission and Central Ground Water Board. It has recommended the 

establishment of National Water Commission to be established as the nation‘s apex facilitation organization 

dealing with water policy, data and governance. 

 The Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh model of participatory last-mile connectivity should be deployed across the 

country. 

 States should only concentrate on technically and financially complex structures, such as main systems up to 

secondary canals and structures at that level. 

 Tertiary level canals and below, should be handled by the users. 
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Mihir Shah Committee has proposed the following structure for the NWC: 

 The NWC should be an adjunct office of the Ministry of Water Resources, functioning with both full 

autonomy and requisite accountability. 

 The NWC should be headed by a chief national water commissioner, a senior administrator with a stable 

tenure and a strong background in the public and development administration, and should have full-time 

commissioners representing hydrology (present chair, the CWC), hydrogeology (present chair, the CGWB), 

hydrometeorology, river ecology, ecological economics, agronomy (with focus on soil and water) and 

participatory resource planning & management. 

 The NWC should have a strong regional presence in all the major river basins of India. 

 The NWC should build, institutionalize and appropriately manage an architecture of partnerships with 

knowledge institutions and practitioners in the water space, in areas where in-house expertise may be 
lacking. 

Responsibilities of the NWC  

1. Irrigation reform 

 Enable and incentivise state governments to implement all irrigation projects in reform mode with an 

overarching goal of harkhetkopaani.  

 Improve water resource management and water use efficiency, not just construction of large-scale 

reservoirs, as the main objective. 

2. River rejuvenation 

 Develop a nation-wide, location-specific program for rejuvenation of country‘s rivers to effectively 

implement the triple mandate of nirmaldhara, aviraldhara, swachhkinara. 

3. Aquifer mapping and participatory groundwater management 

4. Water security 

 Device policies and programs for tackling flood, draught challenges.  

 Provide flood-forecasting services to all major flood prone interstate river basins of India  

5. Urban and industrial water management 

 Promote cost effective programmes for appropriate treatment, recycling and reuse of urban and industrial 

wastewater.  

6. Water quality 

 Develop and implement practical programmes for controlling point and nonpoint pollution of water 

bodies, the wetlands and aquifer systems. Under this mandate, the NWC will work in close coordination 

with all other divisions and also with the CPCB to address the water quality issues. 

7. Data management and transparency. 

8. Knowledge management and capacity building. 

 

95. India State of Forest Report 2017  

 

About the report 

 ISFR is a biennial publication of Forest Survey of India. 
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  ISFR 2017 is the 15th in the series since 1987. 

  It provides state wise and district (633) wise forest cover. 

 The report for the first time provided:  

o Information on decadal change in water bodies in forest during 2005-2015 

o Forest fire  

o Production of timber from outside forest  

o State wise carbon stock in different forest types and density classes 

 

Key findings of the report 

 

1) Increase in the total forest cover 

 The total forest and tree cover is 24.39 per cent of the geographical area of the country. In this forest 

cover is 21.54% 

 Forest and Tree Cover of the country has increased by 8,021 sq km (1 %) as compared to assessment of 

2015. The very dense forest has increased by 1.36 % as compared to last assessment. 

 There is increase in forest cover in southern Indian states. Whereas decreasing forest cover in North 

eastern states. 

 The increasing trend of forest and tree cover is largely due to the various national policies aimed at 

conservation and sustainable management of our forests like  

o Green India Mission,  

o National Agro-Forestry policy (NAP),  

o REDD plus policy,  

o Joint Forest Management (JFM), 

o  National Afforestation Program 

o  Funds under Compensatory Afforestation to States. 

 The main reasons for the decrease are - shifting cultivation, other biotic pressures, rotational felling, and 

diversion of forest lands for developmental activities, submergence of forest cover, agriculture expansion 

and natural disasters. 

2) Water bodies inside forests have increased over a decade 

 As per the latest assessment, water bodies inside forest cover have increased by 2,647 sq. kms during the 

last decade 

3) Mangrove cover of the country has shown a positive change: As per ISFR 2017, mangrove forests have 

increased by 181 sq. kms. 

4) India is striving towards achieving its NDC goal of creating additional carbon sink of 2.5 to 3.0 billion 

tonnes of CO2 equivalent through additional forest and tree cover by 2030. As per present assessment total 

carbon stock in forest is estimated to be 7,082 million tones. There is an increase of 38 million tons in the 

carbon stock of country as compared to the last assessment. 

 

Conclusion 

It is a positive move that India‘s performance in the forest coverage is improving. Government as well as 

civil society should give further more emphasis to increase the magnitude of the forest growth in the county. 

 

96. Annual Status of Education Report 

 

About the survey 

 NGO Pratham conducts survey of annual Status of Education Report (ASER) report. 

 Till 2017, ASER focused on the age group of 8-14. 
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 In 2017, ASER focused on an older age group, youth who are 14 to 18 years old and have moved just beyond 

the elementary school age. 

 Near-universal enrollment and automatic promotion through the elementary stage have resulted in more and 

more children successfully completing elementary schooling. 

 The 2017 ASER report has made an attempt to look ‗beyond basics‘ and explore a wider set of domains 

beyond foundational reading and arithmetic. Four domains were considered – activity, ability, awareness 

and aspirations. 

 

KEY FINDINGS 

 Overall, 86% of youth in the 14-18 age group are still within the formal education system, either in school or 

in college.  

 The enrollment gap between males and females in the formal education system increases with age. There is 

hardly any difference between boys‘ and girls‘ enrollment at age 14; but at age 18, 32% females are not 

enrolled as compared to 28% males. 

 The proportion of youth not enrolled in school or college increases with age. At age 14, the percentage of 

youth not enrolled is 5%. By age 18, this figure increases to 30%. 

  A substantial proportion of youth in the 14-18 age group are working (42%), regardless of whether they are 

enrolled in formal education or not. Of those who work, 79% workin agriculture – almost all on their own 

family‘s farm. Also, more than three quarters of all youth do household chores daily – 77 % of males and 

89% of females. 

 About 25% of this age group still cannot read basic text fluently in their own language. 

 More than half struggle with division (3 digit by 1 digit) problems. Only 43% are able to do such problems 

correctly.  

 53% of all 14 year-olds in the sample can read English sentences. For 18 year-old youth, this figure is closer 

to 60%.  

 14% of rural youth in the age group of 14-18 failed to identify the map of India.  

  36% of those surveyed did not know that Delhi is the capital of India.  

 60-80% of them cannot even tell the time correctly.  

 More than half in the age group struggle with simple division (3 digits by 1 digit) problems.  

 Report shows that existence of digital divide, with poor access to facilities.  

 

Way forward 

 With close to 100% enrollment in primary education, it is right time to focus on improving enrollment in 

secondary education. 

 Quality of education should be taken into consideration. 

 Gender, regional, digital biases in the education to be considered to reduce the disparity. 

 

97. National Achievement Survey (NAS)  

 

 The National Achievement Survey (NAS) is the largest ever national assessment survey in the country. 

 Survey conducted for the Classes 3, 5 and 8 in government and government aided schoolsfor their 

performance in terms of learning outcomes. 

 Survey is developed by the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) in Maths, 

languages, Sciences and Social Sciences. 

 Along with the test items, questionnaires pertaining to students, teachers and schools were also used.  
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 The learning levels of more than 25 lakhs students from 1, 10,000 across 700 districts in all 36 States/UTs 

were assessed. 

 The district wise learning report cards are prepared based on software especially designed for this. 

Subsequently, analytical reports will be prepared. 

 NAS results will help guide education policy, planning and implementation at national, state, district and 

classroom levels for improving learning levels of children and bringing about qualitative improvements.  

 

 

 

98. India State Level Disease Burden report 

 

Report was released by Indian Council Of Medical Research, Public Health Foundation Of India Institute For Health 

Metrics And Evaluation. 

 

Key findings 

 Life expectancy : improving Major inequalities between states still persists 

o Life expectancy at birth improved in India from 59.7 years in 1990 to 70.3 years in 2016 for females, 

and from 58.3 years to 66.9 years for males.  

o There were, however, continuing inequalities between states, with a range of 66.8 years in Uttar 

Pradesh to 78.7 years in Kerala for females 

 Disease burden rate in India has improved since 1990, 

 Rising burden of non-communicable diseases in all states:  

o Since 1990, including cardiovascular diseases, diabetes, chronic respiratory diseases, mental health 

and neurological disorders, cancers, musculoskeletal disorders, and chronic kidney disease increased 

significantly. 

o In 2016, three of the five leading individual causes of disease burden in India were non-

communicable 

 The contribution of injuries to the total disease burden has increased in most states since 1990. 

 Unacceptably high risk of child and maternal malnutrition  

o While the disease burden due to child and maternal malnutrition has dropped in India substantially 

since 1990, this is still the single largest risk factor, responsible for 15% of the total disease burden in 

India in 2016. 

 Unsafe water and sanitation improving, but not enough yet. 

 Household air pollution improving, outdoor air pollution worsening. 

 Cardiovascular diseases and diabetes are increasing. 

 

99.BibekDeberoy committee report on Indian railways 

 

Background 

 7 member BibekDebroy Committee was formed to provide recommendations for restructuring of railways 

and resource mobilization under economist Dr. BibekDebroy. 

Recommendations 

 Introduction of commercial accounting practices and improving accountability. 

 Elimination of separate Railway Budget. 

 Streamline recruitment & HR processes. 

 Focus on core activity 
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 Separate railway tack holding company 

 Entry of private players in the railway. 

 Establishment of railway manufacturing company 

 Greater decentralization of powers 

Government has received few of the recommendations and acting upon them. However many important 

recommendations are yet to be implemented. Government should take necessary steps to implement the 

recommendations to improve the status of Indian railways. 

 

100.Shilesh Nayak committee report on coastal regulatory zones 

Coastal regulatory zones 

 Under the Environment Protection Act, 1986 of India the coastal land up to 500m from the High Tide 

Line (HTL) and a stage of 100m along banks of creeks, estuaries, backwater and rivers subject to tidal 

fluctuations, is called the Coastal Regulation Zone(CRZ).  

 CRZ along the country has been placed in four categories 

o CRZ-1: these are ecologically sensitive areas these are essential in maintaining the ecosystem of the 

coast. They lie between low and high tide line. Exploration of natural gas and extraction of salt are 

permitted 

o CRZ-2: these areas form up to the shoreline of the coast. Unauthorized structures are not allowed to 

construct in this zone. 

o CRZ-3: rural and urban localities which fall outside the 1 and 2. Only certain activities related to 

agriculture even some public facilities are allowed in this zone 

o CRZ-4: this lies in the aquatic area up to territorial limits. Fishing and allied activities are permitted 

in this zone. Solid waste should be let off in this zone. 

 The notification of coastal regulatory zone 1991, which governs the conservation and protection work of 

India‘s coastline, was amended 25 times before being comprehensively revised in 2011. 

 To look into issues raised by states regarding the 2011 CRZ notification government constituted a committee 

under ShaileshNayak, In January 2015, the Nayak panel submitted the report. 

 Other objectives were 

o Protection of livelihoods of traditional fisher folk communities   

o Preservation of coastal ecology 

o Promotion of economic activity that are necessarily  located in coastal regions   

  

Recommendations of SaileshNayak Committee: 

1. Changing the definition of No Development Zone. 

  It is reduced from 200 metres from the high tide line to 100 meters only.  

 This has been done to meet increased demands of housing of fishing and other traditional coastal 

communities.   

2. Weaken regulation – It recommends that except for activities covered under environmental clearances, the state 

governments along with the local authorities should be left in charge of managing coasts in towns, rural areas as 

well as the waters up to 12 nautical miles. These relaxations are only for activities not covered under 

Environment Impact Assessment Notification 2006.  

3. States to determine the floor area zone rather than CRZ authority 
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4. Opening of seas for reclamation of lands for array of activities allowed. States are permitted, if they want to 

redevelop and rehabilitate slums in coastal zone. 

5. Construction and other activities could be taken up in CRZIII (rural areas) zone just 50m from the HTL in 

densely populated rural areas under state norms with the responsibility to rescue and rehabilitate during disasters 

left to local authorities 

6. Regulated tourism in the No Development Zone  

7. Determining the list of restrictive activities has been recommended to be left to the states and Centre will involve 

itself with matters that come under Environmental regulations.  

8. States should be allowed to determine the restrictive activities of of CRZ. 

 

Criticism 

 According to experts, recommendations are highly skewed towards capitalist class. 

 Implementation of regulations will pose negetive impact on environement. 

 Cause construction boom in the coastal area. 

 Destruction of mangroves. 

 Giving authority for local bodies to regulation may invite corruption. 

 

Way forward 

 Recent amendments of the government with selected provisions of the committee recommendations are 

criticized. 

 Considering the fact that recommendations of the committee are overweigh development over environment, 

there should be new look at the CRZ regulations. 

 

 


