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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION                                

1. Consider the following statements in the context of National Knowledge Network :( Government 

Schemes) 

1. It is a multi-gigabit whose purpose is to provide a unified high speed network backbone for 

educational institutions in India. 

2. India’s National Knowledge Network and China’s LEARN which connect to educational institutions 

between the two countries have now been linked with each other through high capacity internet. 

Select codes: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1nor 2 

2. Who is widely referred to as the Pitamaha of Carnatic Music? (Art and Culture) 

(a) Kanakadasa 

(b) Vyasatirtha 

(c) Purandara Dasa 

(d) None of these 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION  



 

 

1. State whether India’s public distribution system (PDS) is in danger of being disrupted in several 

States across the country? (Social issues)(Editorial) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1. a 

Explanation: India’s National Knowledge Network and Sri Lanka’s LEARN which connect to 

educational institutions between the two countries have now been linked with each other through 

high capacity internet. 

2. c 

Explanation: Purandaradasa was the pioneer who blended the rich musical streams, namely the 

Dravidian and Aryan music, into a single stream known as Carnatic music. In honor of his significant 

and legendary contributions to Carnatic Music, he is widely referred to as the Pitamaha of Carnatic 

Music. 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS 

MODEL ANSWERS 

1. Context: India’s public distribution system (PDS) is in danger of being derailed in several States 

across the country. Recent disruptions of the PDS have taken different forms, from compulsory 

biometric authentication to so-called direct benefit transfer (DBT). The consequences are alarming, 

but tend to go unreported. 

Causes of disruption: 

 Biometric mix-ups: 

Jharkhand is a prime example of this problem. By mid-2016, the PDS in Jharkhand had 

greatly improved, partly due to a series of reforms inspired by Chhattisgarh’s experience and 

intensified under the National Food Security Act (NFSA). Instead of completing these 

reforms, for instance by removing private dealers, the Jharkhand government made 

Aadhaar-based biometric authentication compulsory for PDS users. 

 The cash route: 

All this, however, is just a trailer. Preparations are on for a much bigger assault on the PDS in 

Jharkhand: the transition to so-called “direct benefit transfer”. Under the DBT system, 

people have to collect their food subsidy in cash from the bank before using it to buy rice 

from the ration shop at ₹32 per kg. Until now, they were able to buy rice from the ration 



 

 

shop at ₹1 per kg. Direct benefit transfer is an odd term for the new system, whereby the 

food subsidy is provided in a very roundabout way. 

Across different states: Jharkhand is among the worst cases of destabilisation of the PDS, but similar 

moves are happening in other States. Most of them are under tremendous pressure from the 

Central government to impose Aadhaar-based biometric authentication or move towards DBT. In 

Bihar, I am told, DBT failed in the pilot block (Kasba in Purnia district), but the failure went largely 

unreported. In Rajasthan, the biometric authentication has caused enormous damage, evident even 

in the government’s own transactions data. Even Chhattisgarh, known for its model PDS, is under 

pressure to follow the diktats of the Central government and adopt Aadhaar-based technology. In all 

these States, we know senior officers in the Food Department who understand the 

inappropriateness of this technology and privately oppose it. Yet, they have no choice but to follow 

the Central government’s instructions. This is symptomatic of a larger malady in India’s social sector: 

growing centralisation and technocracy. 

Looking ahead: The most disturbing aspect of this trend is a lack of concern for the hardships that 

people face. Aadhaar-less ration cards are cancelled without notice. Pensions are discontinued 

without the victims being told what the problem is. Job cards are cancelled just to meet the “100% 

seeding” targets. Elderly persons with rough fingerprints are deprived of food rations without 

compensation. Cash payments are automatically redirected to Aadhaar-linked bank accounts that 

people sometimes know nothing about. In effect, they are treated as guinea pigs for undependable 

technologies, without any effective arrangements for grievance redressal or even information 

sharing. Let people perish if need be, Aadhaar must prevail. 

  


