
 

 

 

APTI Q 
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DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION 

1. Do you think Aadhar Act flagrantly infracts Article 21 of the Constitution? Critically comment. 

(Indian Polity)(Editorial) 

2. Briefly enumerate the role of soil in carbon sequestration. In this context also highlight its impact 

of soil organic carbon (SOC) on Indian agriculture. (Ecology & Environment)(Editorial) 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS 

MODEL ANSWERS 

1. Context:  What really is Aadhaar all about? Is the machinery that supports it constitutionally 

sustainable? How does the creation of a central identity database affect the traditional relationship 

between the state and its citizens? What, in a democracy, ought to be the role of government? On 

Wednesday, January 17, a five-judge bench of the Supreme Court is scheduled to commence 

hearings on a slew of petitions that will bring these questions and more to the forefront of a 

constitutional battle for the ages. The verdict that the court ultimately pronounces will decisively 

impact the future of governance in the country. At stake is the continuing legitimacy of the social 

contract that the Constitution embodies. 

Restricting the Article 21: When a government creates a central database such as this, when it links 

that database with every conceivable human activity, it naturally allows itself access to the most 

intimate details of a person’s life. Effectively, what the Aadhaar programme tells us is this: our 

fingerprints don’t belong to us but to the state that the government has an untrammelled authority 

to insist on expropriating our identity as a precondition for it to do its job. It ought to be clear that 

this vision, this basic hypothesis on which the Aadhaar Act operates, militates against the principles 

that lie at the foundation of any democracy. The essence of individual freedom, of the right to life 

that Article 21 of the Constitution guarantees, is that every person has a basic entitlement to bodily 

integrity, to decide for themselves how they want to lead their lives. But, how, we might wonder, 

can we truly be free, when the state is watching our every step? 

Looking ahead: For its part, in the Supreme Court, the government will no doubt argue that Aadhaar 

can bring about many benefits, that it has the capacity to do good. But any policy, howsoever poorly 



 

 

framed, will likely bring about certain gains, some of them even unintended. The question here is 

ultimately one of proportionality, one of justice. In the case of the Aadhaar Act, the government’s 

intentions are patently clear. The aim is to create a seamless police state, which will chill our 

freedom and place the state in a position of rampant power. Will the Supreme Court dare to stop 

this? 

2. Context: Significant carbon pools on earth are found in the earth’s crust, oceans, atmosphere and 

land-based ecosystems. Soils contain roughly 2,344 Gt (1 gigatonne = 1 billion tonnes) of organic 

carbon, making this the largest terrestrial pool. Soil organic carbon (SOC) comes from plants, 

animals, microbes, leaves and wood, mostly found in the first metre or so. There are many 

conditions and processes that determine changes to SOC content including temperature, rainfall, 

vegetation, soil management and land-use change. 

Role of soil in carbon sequestration:  

 Increasing SOC through various methods can improve soil health, agricultural yield, food 

security, water quality, and reduce the need for chemicals. Changing agricultural practices to 

make them more sustainable would not just address carbon mitigation but also improve 

other planetary boundaries in peril such as fresh water, biodiversity, land use and nitrogen 

use. 

 Currently, the world is on a path to be about 3ºC warmer than pre-Industrial times even if 

there was follow through on all the commitments made at the Paris climate conference in 

2015. The aim of the global community is to try and stay below 1.5ºC, which is a very tall 

order since current average temperatures are already about a degree higher. 

 Approaches to increase SOC include reducing soil erosion, no-till-farming, use of cover crops, 

nutrient management, applying manure and sludge, water harvesting and conservation, and 

agroforestry practices. Rattan Lal from Ohio State University estimates that an increase of 

just 1 tonne of soil carbon pool of degraded cropland soils can increase crop yield by several 

kilograms per hectare. Moreover, carbon sequestration in soils has the potential to offset 

GHG emissions from fossil fuels by up to 15% annually. In contrast, it has been estimated 

that SOC in India has reduced from 30% to 60% in cultivated soils compared with soils that 

are not disturbed. 

Indian context:  

 Many of these practices have come into their own over several decades — through the 

efforts of farmers and sometimes with support from local groups — and the time is long past 

where these are regarded as outlandish alternative methods. Given that these techniques 

can contribute to relieving a range of challenges, State-level policy makers need to 

understand better the successes on the ground in India’s different agro-climatic zones 

 They also need to identify what kinds of support are needed by farmers with small holdings 

to transition from existing practices. Not paying attention to the successes of our own 

farmers has partly contributed to the agrarian crisis the country now faces. 

 

 India’s population will continue to increase through at least the middle of the century and 

we need to be able to grow more food, grown in less land and in more severe weather 

conditions. We ignore our own farmers’ successes at our own peril. 


