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o Static Part : Buddhism/Jainism/Mauryan Empire  

1. Mauryan Empire is marked with great Administrative organisation. Which of the following is NOT a correct Match? 

 

      1. Dharmamahamatras            Spread of Dhamma 

      2. Gopa                                  Village administration 

      3. Nagarika                            City administration 

      4. Samharta                            Army 

      (i) 1 and 2 only  (ii) 1 and 3 only  (iii) 4 only  (iv) 2 and 4 only. 

** Samharta = Revenue Collector. 

2. Which of the following statements is/are correct?  

A. The first part of Kautilya‟s Arthasastra tells about war and diplomacy. 

B. Mudrarakshasa written by Visakdatta was a drama. 

C. Megasthenes‟s Indica has no mention of the Kalinga War. 

D. Asoka‟s Edicts provide information on the decline of TheMauryan Empire. 

 

(i) A and B  (ii) B only  (iii) A, B and C  (iv) All are correct. 

 

** First PART OF Arthashastra == king and council 

** Megasthenes was contemporary to Chandragupta Maurya  

** Mauryan decline is a debatable topic. 
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3. The Jain philosophy holds that the world is created and maintained by: (UPSC Pre 2011)  

 

     (a.) Universal Law       (b.) Universal Truth    (c.) Universal Faith    (d.) Universal Soul 

 

4. With reference to the history of ancient India, which of the following was/were common to both Buddhism and Jainism? 

 

1. Avoidance of extremities of penance and enjoyment 

2. Indifference to the authority of the Vedas 

3. Denial of efficacy of rituals 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 and 3 only  (c) 1 and 3 only  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

5. Lord Buddha‟s image is sometimes shown with the hand gesture called „Bhumisparsha Mudra‟. It symbolizes (2012) 

 

          a. Buddha‟s calling of the Earth to watch over Mara and to prevent Mara from disturbing his meditation. 

          b. Buddha‟s calling of the Earth to witness his purity and chastity despite the temptations of Mara 

          c. Buddha‟s reminder to his followers that they all arise from the Earth and finally dissolve into the Earth, and thus this life is     

              transitory 

          d. Both the statements (a) and (b) are correct in this context 

 

** Bhumisparsha gesture to summon the earth goddess, Sthavara , as witness to his attainment of Buddhahood. This gesture signifies 

the state of enlightment after meditating under the bodhi tree for four weeks and withstanding all the temptations put before him by 

Mara, the god of evil. 

 

6.      Which of the following statements is/are applicable to Jain doctrine? (2013) 

 

1. The surest way of annihilating Karma is to practice penance. 

2. Every object, even the smallest particle has a soul. 

3. Karma is the bane of the soul and must be ended. 

          Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 
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(a) 1 only  (b) 2 and 3 only  (c) 1 and 3 only  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

7. Some Buddhist rock-cut caves are called Chaityas, while the others are called Viharas. What is the difference between the 

two? (2013) 

 

         (a) Vihara is a place of worship, while Chaitya is the dwelling place of the monks. 

         (b)Chaitya is a place of worship, while Vihara is the dwelling place of the monks 

         (c) Chaitya is the stupa at the far end of the cave, while Vihara is the hall axial to it 

         (d) There is no material difference between the two 

 

8. Which one of the following describes best the concept of Nirvana in Buddhism? 

(a) The extinction of the flame of desire     (b) The complete annihilation of self 

(c) A state of bliss and rest       (d) A mental stage beyond all comprehension. 

9. Which of the following Kingdoms were associated with the life of the Buddha? (2014) 

1. Avanti 

2. Gandhara 

3. Kosala 

4. Magadha 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

(i) 1, 2 and 3   (ii)2 and 4   (iii) 3 and 4 only   (iv) 1, 3 and 4 

** Gandhara was associated with Jainism. 
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10. Who among the following was not a contemporary of the other three? 

(a) Bimbisara   (b) Gautama Buddha   (c) Milinda   (d) Prasenjit 

 

11. Which of the following Kingdoms were associated with the life of the Buddha? 

1. Avanti   2. Gandhara    3.Kosala  4. Magadha 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

(a) 1, 2 and 3  (b) 3 and 4 only  (c) 2 and 4  (d) 1, 3 and 4 

 

** Avanti was not directly related to life of Buddha. 

***Pasenadi (Prasenajit), king of Kosala, was the Buddha‟s contemporary and is frequently mentioned in Pali texts. Kosala and 

Magadha were linked through matrimonial ties. Buddha wandered through the towns and villages in the kingdoms of Kosala and 

Magadha teaching his philosophy. 

** Gandhara is not directly associated with the life of Buddha. It was expansion of Maurya Empire that Gandhara received much 

Buddhist influence, notably during the reign of Asoka. 

 
 

Current Affairs:  

 

1. Which among the following is/are  NOT true Regarding Indian Economy :  

 

A. Customs Duty is charged when goods are imported into, or exported from, the country, and they are paid by the importer 

or exporter.  

B. The excess of total expenditure over total non-borrowed receipts is called the fiscal deficit. 

C. The Capital Budget includes investments in shares, loans and advances granted by the central Government to State 

Governments, Government companies, corporations and other parties. 

D. Revenue Budget includes different kind of Direct and Indirect taxes only. 

 

(i) A only   (ii) B only  (iii) C only  (iv) D only  

 

** Revenue receipts are divided into tax and non-tax revenue 
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2. Which among the following statement is/are ture regarding the Union Budget :  

 

A. The Vote on Account is a grant made in advance by the parliament. 

B. The Finance Bill is produced before the presentation of the Union Budget. 

C. The word “Guillotine” is related to Union Budget. 

 

(i) A only  (ii) A and B  (iii) A and C  (iv) All are true. 

 

** The Finance Bill is produced immediately after the presentation of the Union Budget detailing the Imposition, abolition, alteration  

or regulation of taxes proposed in the Budget. 

 

 

o Topic 1: ASEAN-India: Shared values, common destiny 

All About India-ASEAN relationship:  

 India recently hosted the ASEAN leaders for the Commemorative Summit to mark 25 years of ASEAN-India Partnership.  

 India's ties with Southeast Asia stretch back more than two millennia. 

 More than two decades ago, India opened itself to the world with tectonic changes. And, with instincts honed over centuries, it 

turned naturally to the East. 

 For India, most of our major partners and markets -- from ASEAN and East Asia to North America -- lie to the East.  

 And, Southeast Asia and ASEAN, our neighbours by land and sea, have been the springboard of our Look East and, for the last 

three years, the Act East Policy. 

 Along the way, from dialogue partners, ASEAN and India have become strategic partners. 

 With each Asean member, we have growing diplomatic, economic and security partnership.  

 We work together to keep our seas safe and secure. 

 Our trade and investment flows have multiplied several times. ASEAN is India's fourth largest trading partner; India is ASEAN's 

seventh. Over 20% of India's outbound investments go to ASEAN. Led by Singapore, ASEAN is India's leading source of 

investments.  

 India's free trade agreements in the region are its oldest and among the most ambitious anywhere. 

 Air links have expanded rapidly and we are extending highways deep into continental Southeast Asia with new urgency and 

priority. Growing connectivity has reinforced proximity. 
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  It has also put India among the fastest growing sources of tourism in Southeast Asia. Over a 6 million strong Indian diaspora in 

the region -- rooted in diversity and steeped in dynamism -- constitutes an extraordinary human bond between us. 

 

 

o Thailand: 

 

 Important trading partner of India in Asean. 

 Important investors in India from Asean.  

 Bilateral trade between India and Thailand has more than doubled over the last decade. 

 Asean, East Asia Summit and Bimstec (the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 

Cooperation), as also in the frameworks of Mekong Ganga Cooperation, Asia Cooperation Dialogue and Indian Ocean 

Rim Association.  

 The whole of India mourned with their Thai brothers and sisters the demise of the great and popular King Bhumibol 

Adulyadej. 

 King Maha Vajiralongkorn Bodindradebayavarangkun is present king. 

 

o Vietnam 

 Common struggle for liberation from foreign rule and the national struggle for independence. 

 Leaders like Mahatma Gandhi and President Hồ Chí Minh led our peoples in the heroic struggle against colonialism. 

 Prime Minister Nguyễn Tấn Dũng to India in 2007, we signed the Strategic Partnership agreement. 

 This strategic partnership has grown into a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership in 2016. 

 India‟s relations with Việt Nam are marked by growing economic and commercial engagement. 

 Bilateral trade between India and Việt Nam has increased about 10 fold in 10 years. 

 Defence Co-operation has emerged as a significant pillar of strategic partnership between India and Việt Nam. 

  Science and Technology is another important area of cooperation between India and Việt Nam. 

 

o Myanmar 

 

 India and Myanmar share a land-border of over 1600 kms as well as a maritime boundary. 

 Religious and cultural traditions flowing from our deep sense of kinship and our common Buddhist heritage bind us as 

closely as does our shared historical past. 

 Gleaming tower of Shwedagon Pagoda.  
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 The cooperation to restore Ananda Temple in Bagan with assistance of the Archaeological Survey of India also is 

emblematic of this shared heritage. 

 During the colonial period, political bonds were forged between our leaders, who displayed a great sense of hope and 

unity during our common struggle for independence. Gandhiji visited Yangon several times. Bal Gangadhar Tilak was 

deported to Yangon for many years. The clarion call of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose for India‟s independence stirred 

the souls of many in Myanmar. 

 Trade has more than doubled over the last decade. 

 Investment ties are also robust. 

 Development cooperation has a significant role in India‟s relations with Myanmar. 

 

o Singapore : 

 

 Singapore and India share a strategic partnership. 

  Singapore is India's leading destination and source of investments. 

 Thousands of Indian companies are registered in Singapore. 

 Sixteen Indian cities have over 240 direct flights every week to Singapore. Indians make up the third-largest group of 

tourists in Singapore. 

 Singapore's inspirational multiculturalism and respect for talent have nurtured a vibrant and dynamic Indian community 

that is contributing to deeper cooperation between our nations. 

 

o Philippines :  

 

 Share our experience with the Philippines in universal ID cards, financial inclusion, making banking accessible to all, 

facilitating direct transfer of benefits, and in promoting cashless transactions. 

 Making affordable medicines available to all is another priority area for the government of the Philippines that we are 

ready to contribute to. 

 

o Malaysia : 

 

 Malaysia has emerged as the third largest trading partner of India in ASEAN and is one of the important investors in 

India from ASEAN. 

 Bilateral trade between India and Malaysia has increased more than two-fold in 10 years. 
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  India and Malaysia have a bilateral Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement since 2011. This Agreement is 

unique in the sense that both sides have offered ASEAN Plus commitments in trade in goods and have exchanged WTO 

Plus offers in trade in services. 

 The Revised Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement between the two countries, signed in May 2012, and the MoU 

on Customs Cooperation, signed in 2013 further facilitate our trade and investment cooperation. 

 

o Brunei :  

 

 India and Brunei share common membership of UN, NAM, Commonwealth, ARF, etc. 

 

o Lao PDR :  

 

 India has been actively involved in power transmission and agricultural sectors in Lao PDR.  

 India has extended Duty Free Tariff Preference Schemes to Lao PDR, encourage exports of goods from Lao PDR to 

India. 

 Implementation of the ASEAN-India Services and Investment Agreement would help facilitate our services trade. 

 

o Indonesia :  

 

 Separated by a mere 90 nautical miles in the Indian Ocean, India and Indonesia share a continuity of civilizational 

relationship that spans over two millennia. 

 annual Balijatra celebrated in Odisha or the legends of Ramayana and Mahabharata, which are visible across the entire 

landscape of Indonesia, these unique cultural threads umbilically bind the peoples of Asia‟s 

 „Unity in Diversity‟ or Bhinneka Tunggal Ika is also a key facet of the shared societal value structures that both countries 

celebrate, as also the common values of democracy and rule of law.  

  Indonesia continues to be our largest trading partner in ASEAN. 

 Bilateral trade between India and Indonesia increased 2.5 times in the last ten years.  

 

o Cambodia: 

 

 The magnificent structure of Angkor Wat temple is a glorious testimony and grand symbol of our ancient historical, 

religious and cultural links. 

 India was proud to undertake restoration and preservation of Angkor Wat temple during the difficult period from 

1986-1993. India continues this valuable association in the ongoing restoration of Ta-Prohm temple.  
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 After the collapse of Khmer Rouge regime, India was the first country to recognize the new government in 1981. 

 India was also associated with the Paris Peace Accord and its finalization in 1991. 

 Cambodia is an important interlocutor and a supportive partner for India. 

 

 

 

o Conclusion :  

 

 Our partnership in ASEAN-led institutions like East Asia Summit, ADMM+ (the ASEAN Defence Ministerial Meeting Plus) 

and ARF (the ASEAN Regional Forum) are advancing peace and stability in our region. 

 India is also an eager participant in the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement, seeking a 

comprehensive, balanced and fair agreement for all 16 participants. 

 India and ASEAN nations have relations free from contests and claims. 

  We have a common vision for the future, built on commitment to inclusion and integration, belief in sovereign equality of 

all nations irrespective of size, and support for free and open pathways of commerce and engagement. 

 With the gift of demography, dynamism and demand -- and with rapidly maturing economies -- India and ASEAN will build 

a strong economic partnership.  

 In an era of cooperative and competitive federalism a connected Northeast will be a bridge to ASEAN-India ties of our 

dreams. 
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 Topic 2 : Budget Related Economic terms :  

 

o Union Budget:  

 most comprehensive report of the Government's nances in which revenues from all sources and outlays for all activities 

are consolidated. 

 The Budget also contains estimates of the Government's accounts for the next scal year called Budgeted Estimates. 

 

o Direct and Indirect Taxes :  

 Direct taxes are the one that fall directly on individuals and corporations. For example, income tax, corporate tax etc. 

 Indirect taxes are imposed on goods and services. They are paid by consumers when they buy goods and services. These 

include excise duty,customs duty etc. 

 

o Customs Duty :  

 These are levies charged when goods are imported into, or exported from, the country, and they are paid by the 

importer or exporter. 

 Usually, these are also passed on to the consumer. 

o GST :  

 

 The constitution denes "Goods and Services Tax" means any tax on supply of goods, or services or both except taxes 

on the supply of the alcoholic liquor for human consumption. 

 “Goods” means every kind of movable property other than money and securities but includes actionable claim, 

growing crops, grass and things attached to or forming part of the land which are agreed to be severed before supply 

or under a contract of supply. 

 “Services” means anything other than goods, money and securities but includes activities relating to the use of money or 

its conversion bycash or by any other mode, from one form, currency or denomination, to another form, currency or 

denomination for which a separate consideration is charged. 

 

o Primary Decit : The primary decit is the scal decit minus interest payments. It tells how much of the Government's  

borrowings are going towards meeting expenses other than interest payments. 
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o Fiscal Decit :  

 When the government's non-borrowed receipts fall short of its entire expenditure, it has to borrow money form the 

public to meet the shortfall. The excess of total expenditure over total non-borrowed receipts is called the scal decit. 

o Revenue Decit :  

 The difference between revenue expenditure and revenue receipt is known as revenue de cit. It shows the shortfall of 

government's current receipts over current expenditure. 

 

o Fiscal policy :  

 It is the government actions with respect to aggregate levels of revenue and spending. Fiscal policy is implemented 

though the budget and is the primary means by which the government can inuence the economy. 

 

o Monetary Policy :  

 This comprises actions taken by the central bank (i.e. RBI) to regulate the level of money or liquidity in the economy, 

or change the interest rates. 

 

o Ination :  

 A sustained increase in the general price level. The ination rate is the percentage rate of change in the price level. 

o Capital Budget:  

 The Capital Budget consists of capital receipts and payments. It includes investments in shares, loans and advances 

granted by the central Government to State Governments, Government companies, corporations and other parties. 

o Revenue Budget :  

 The revenue budget consists of revenue receipts of the Government and it expenditure. Revenue receipts are divided 

into tax and non-tax revenue. Tax revenues constitute taxes like income tax, corporate tax, excise, customs, service and 

other duties that the Government levies. The non-tax revenue sources include interest on loans, dividend on 

investments 

o Finance Bill :  

 The Bill produced immediately after the presentation of the Union Budget detailing the Imposition, abolition, 

alteration or regulation of taxes proposed in the Budget. 

o Vote on Account :  

 The Vote on Account is a grant made in advance by the parliament, in respect of the estimated expenditure for a part 

of new nancial year, pending the completion of procedure relating to the voting on the Demand for Grants and the 

passing of the Appropriation Act. 
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o Budget Estimates :  

 Amount of money allocated in the Budget to any ministry or scheme for the coming nancial year. 

o Excess Grants: 

 If the total expenditure under a Grant exceeds the provision allowed through 

 its original Grant and Supplementary Grant, then, the excess requires 

 regularization by obtaining the Excess Grant from the Parliament under 

 Article 115 of the Constitution of India. 

 It will have to go though the whole process as in the case of the Annual Budget, i.e. through presentation of Demands 

for Grants and passing of Appropriation Bills. 

 

o Revised Estimates:  

 Mid-year review of possible expenditure, taking into account the rest of expenditure, New Services and New instrument of 

Services etc. 

 Revised Estimates are not voted by the Parliament, and hence by itself do not provide any authority for expenditure 

 Any additional projections made in the Revised Estimates need to be authorized for expenditure through the Parliament's 

approval or by Re-appropriation order. 

 

o Re-appropriations :  

 

 Re-appropriations allow the Government to re-appropriate provisions from one sub-head to another within the same 

Grant. 

 Re-appropriation provisions may be sanctioned by a competent authority at any time before the close ofthe nancial year 

to which such grant or appropriation relates. 

 The Comptroller & Auditor General and the Public Accounts Committee reviews these re- appropriations and comments on 

them for taking corrective actions. 

o Outcome Budget :  

 

 From the scal year 2006-07, every Ministry presents a preliminary Outcome Budget to the Ministry of Finance, which is 

responsible for compiling them. 

 The Outcome Budget is a progress card on what various Ministries and Departments have done with the outlays in the 

previous annual budget. 
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 It measures the development outcomes of all Government programs and whether the money has been spent for the 

purpose it was sanctioned including the outcome of the fund usage. 

 

 

o Guillotine : 

 

 Parliament, unfortunately, has very limited time for scrutinizing the expenditure demands of all the Ministries. 

 So, once the prescribed period for the discussion on Demands for Grants is over, the Speaker 

of Lok Sabha puts all the outstanding Demands for Grants, Whether discussed or not, to the vote of the House. This process 

is popularly known as 'Guillotine”. 

 

o Cut Motions : 

 

 Motions for reduction to various Demands for Grants are made in the Form of Cut Motions seeking to reduce the sums 

sought by Government on grounds of economy or difference of opinion on matters of policy or just in order to voice a 

grievance. 

 

o Consolidated Fund of India :  

 

 All revenues raised by the Government, money borrowed and receipts from loans given by the Government ow into it.  

 All Government expenditure other than certain exceptional items met from Contingency Fund and Public Account are 

made from this account. 

 No money can be appropriated from the Fund except in accordance with the law. 

 

o Contigency Fund of India :  

 

 A fund placed at the disposal of the President to enable him/her to make advances to the executive/Government to meet 

urgent unforeseen expenditure. 

 

o Public Account :  

 

 Under provisions of Article 266(1) of the Constitution of India, Public Account is used in relation to all the fund ows 

where Government is acting as a banker. 
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 Examples include Provident Funds and Small Savings. This money does not belong to government but is to be returned to 

the depositors.  

 The expenditure from this fund need not be approved by the Parliament. 

 

o Corporate Tax: tax paid by corporations or rms on the incomes they earn. 

o Minimum Alternative Tax (MAT): minimum tax that a company must pay, even if it is under zero tax limits. 

o Disinvestment :  

 Sale of shares of public sector undertakings by the Government. 

 

 


