
 

 

 

APTI Q 

The Hindu Dt: 26/12/2017 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1. Discuss the role of SHGs (Self Help Groups) in tackling the widespread problem of IPV(Intimate 

Partner Violence).Critically analyze in Indian context.(Gender related issues) 

2. Do you think the permanent solution lies overcoming the Maoism in reversing the alienation of 

tribals? (Internal Security)  

 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1. Context: The World Health Organisation estimates that almost one-third of all women who have 

been in a relationship have experienced physical and/or sexual violence by their intimate partner, 

which affects their physical and mental well-being. Boys who witness parental violence are more 

likely to use it in their adult relationships; girls are more likely to justify it. 

Strategies to address IPV: Strategies to address IPV have included legal reforms, awareness creation 

drives, and strengthening of women’s civil rights. As criminal justice solutions have largely been 

inaccessible to socially precarious women, a more inclusive alternative is to have collective-based 

resolution mechanisms. The potential of large-scale groups of women, such as self-help groups 

(SHGs), becomes critical in the Indian context. 

Role of SHGs in Indian context : India has experimented with many models of community dispute 

resolution mechanisms — the Nari Adalats (women courts) in various States, Women’s Resource 

Centres (Rajasthan), Shalishi (West Bengal), and Mahila Panchayats (Delhi) — which have seen IPV as 

a public issue rather than a personal problem. Several NGOs have co-opted these models so that 

women can resolve cases of violence without getting entangled in tedious legal processes. 



 

 

SHGs are the most widely present collectives across regions. The experiences of large-scale 

programmes offer valuable insights into action for IPV redressal within SHG-led development 

models. These, as well as previous models, provide two key lessons — one, collectives of women 

need adequate investment for building their capacities; and two, mediation of IPV requires 

specialised structures to avoid manipulation by kinship relations and political affinities. 

Way forward: Not all groups of women become safe spaces to discuss violence. SHGs must first 

become enabling spaces where the economic and social concerns of women are stated as priorities. 

Freedom from violence must be stated as a necessary component of empowerment. It takes time for 

most women to recognise that violence is unacceptable. To enable them to understand this, there 

must be investment in specific training, and gender analysis processes. SHGs are mostly seen as 

administrative entities. Their social role can be enhanced to tackle the widespread problem of IPV. 

2.Context: The Central Reserve Police Force lost 40 personnel in two Maoist attacks in the first half 

of 2017 in Sukma, the most severely Maoist-affected district of Chhattisgarh. Though the forces 

were jolted by these attacks, their spirit to fight back has not dampened. Rather, they continue to 

undertake challenging development work in these areas. This shows how the paradigm on tackling 

Maoism has changed over time. The government’s response has matured in terms of deliverance — 

from reactive it has become proactive, and from localised it has become holistic. 

Safeguarding the interests of Maoists: The Maoist problem is not merely a law and order issue. A 

permanent solution lies in eliminating the root cause of the problem that led to the alienation of 

tribals in this area. The focus now is to build roads and install communication towers to increase 

administrative and political access of the tribals, and improve the reach of government schemes. The 

government has enhanced the support price of minor forest produce like imli (tamarind). More bank 

branches have been opened to ensure financial inclusion. All India Radio stations in the three 

southern districts of Bastar will now broadcast regional programmes to increase entertainment 

options. And a new rail service in Bastar is set to throw open a new market for wooden artefacts and 

bell metal. 

Looking ahead: 

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has said in the latest annual report report on 

‘Children in Armed Conflict’ that the Maoists are providing combat training to children in Jharkhand 

and Chhattisgarh. Despite the Maoists not wanting their children to study and get government jobs, 

remarkable work has been done in the field of school education and skill development. Earlier, the 

hostel of the Ramakrishna Mission in Narainpur was the only place where children could get quality 



 

 

education. Then, an educational hub and a livelihood centre in Dantewada district sprang up. Seeing 

its success, the government has now opened up livelihood centres, known as Livelihood Colleges, in 

all the districts. If the youth are constructively engaged by the government, the recruitment of youth 

by the Maoists will slowly stop. 


