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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION                                

1.’Special watch list” designated by US State department, is recently in news, which of the following 

statements is/are correct? (International issues) 

1. The Special Watch List is for countries that engage in or tolerate severe violations of religious 

freedom. 

2. Pakistan, notably, is the first ever country to be placed in this list. 

Select codes: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

2. In the context of National Waterway-1, consider the following statements: (Current Affairs) 

1. States covered under NW-1 are Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, and West Bengal. 

2. The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has given its approval for implementation of the Jal 

Marg Vikas Project (JMVP) for capacity augmentation of navigation on National Waterway-1 (NW-1). 

Select codes: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 



 

 

(c) Both 1and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1. d 

Explanation: The Special Watch List is for countries that engage in or tolerate severe violations of 

religious freedom but may not rise to the level of the CPC. The Special Watch List designation is 

being seen as a step below designating it as Country of Particular Concern, which would have 

automatically kicked in economic and political sanctions. 

Pakistan, notably, is the first ever country to be placed in this list, which is a new category created by 

the Frank R Wolf International Religious Freedom Act of 2016. The 2016 Frank R Wolf International 

Religious Freedom Act amended the IRF Act to require the President to designate a ‘Special Watch 

List’ of countries deemed not to meet all of the CPC criteria but who engaged in or tolerated severe 

violations of religious freedom. IRF stands for International Religious Freedom. 

A country is labelled as a CPC after it engages in “systemic, ongoing, [and] egregious” violations of 

religious liberty. This declaration is in accordance with the International Religious Freedom Act of 

1998. The governments that have been designated as CPCs are subject to ‘Presidential Actions’, such 

as sanctions, which may include economic or political measures directed against a government to 

encourage it to improve the state of religious freedom in its country. 

2. d  

Explanation: The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has given its approval for implementation 

of the Jal Marg Vikas Project (JMVP) for capacity augmentation of navigation on National Waterway-

1 (NW-1) at a cost of Rs 5369.18 crore with the technical assistance and investment support of the 

World Bank.  The Project is expected to be completed by March, 2023. 

Ganga-Bhagirathi-Hooghly river system from Allahabad to Haldia was declared as National 

Waterway No.1. States covered under NW-1 are Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, and West Bengal. 


