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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION                                

1. Which of the following correctly explains Ponzi scheme? (Indian Economy) 

(a) It is an operation where the operator generates returns for older investors through revenue paid 

by new investors. 

(b)It is an operation where the operator generates returns for newer investors through revenue paid 

by old investors 

(c) Either (a) or (b) 

(d) Neither (a) or (b) 

2.Night frog is recently in news, It mostly found in (Bio-diversity) 

(a) Eastern Ghats 

(b) Western Ghats 

(c) Mizo Hills 

(d) Blue mountains 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1. Does the burden of volunteering for clinical trials often fall only on the poor and vulnerable? In 

this context also suggest suitable solution to the unhindered problem. (Social Issues)(Editorial) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

 



 

 

1. a 

Explanation: A Ponzi scheme is a fraudulent investment operation where the operator generates 

returns for older investors through revenue paid by new investors, rather than from legitimate 

business activities or profit of financial trading. Operators of Ponzi schemes can be either individuals 

or corporations, and grab the attention of new investors by offering short-term returns that are 

either abnormally high or unusually consistent. 

2.b 

Explanation: Nyctibatrachus is a genus of frogs endemic to the Western Ghats of southwestern 

India. Their common name is night frogs. Their scientific name also means "night frog", in reference 

to their habits and dark color. 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS 

MODEL ANSWERS 

1.Context: Clinical trials involving human subjects have long been a flashpoint between bioethicists 

and clinical research organisations (CROs) in India. Landmark amendments to the Drugs and 

Cosmetics Act in 2013 led to better protection of vulnerable groups such as illiterate people, but 

more regulation is needed to ensure truly ethical research. 

Negative ramification on poor and vulnerable: While CROs have argued that more rules will stifle 

the industry, the truth is that ethical science is often better science. The big problem plaguing clinical 

research is an over-representation of low-income groups among trial subjects. Sometimes CROs 

recruit them selectively, exploiting financial need and medical ignorance; at other times people over-

volunteer for the money. Such over-volunteering occurs more frequently in bioequivalence studies, 

which test the metabolism of generics in healthy subjects. Because these subjects are well-paid, and 

get no therapeutic benefit, their only reward from the trial is financial. This results in an incentive to 

lie about one’s medical history or enrol in multiple trials to maximise one’s income. 

Suitable solutions:   

 One potential solution is a national registry of trial volunteers, which will alert a CRO when 

someone signs up for two studies simultaneously. But this will need work, because volunteer 

privacy cannot be compromised. So regulators need to create a system that anonymises 

each participant’s data. 



 

 

 Another option is to pay volunteers less, taking away the financial incentive to fudge their 

participation history. But this measure, in isolation, would reduce trial participation 

dramatically: an unacceptable side-effect because clinical trials are essential to drug 

research.  

 A third, more sustainable solution is to encourage a wider cross-section of society to 

participate in research on human subjects. 

Looking ahead: It is imperative that this burden not fall completely on the vulnerable groups. 

Instead, the educated and affluent, who have greater access to the drugs that emerge from clinical 

research, must grasp the criticality of this research and pull their weight. Selectiveness in recruiting 

subjects for clinical trials leads not only to human rights violations but also to bad science. Civil 

society’s vigilance is vital. 

 


