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 Prelims: 
1. Which among the following statement/statements is not correct regarding Indo-Nepal relation  

 

A. The Indo-Nepal Treaty of Peace and Friendship, 1950 provides for an open border between Nepal and India. 

B. 2015 Nepal earthquake, triggered the trafficking issue. 

C. Indo-Nepal Border is guarded by both BSF and SSB together. 

 

(i) C only  (ii) B Only  (iii) A Only  (iv) All are correct. 

** Following the 2015 Nepal earthquake, the Ministry of Home Affairs said that human trafficking from Nepal to India witnessed “a 

three-fold jump”. 

**BSF is border guarding force for Bangladesh and Pakistan Border. SSB on the other hand is border guarding force for Nepal and 

Bhutan border.  

2. Read the following statements and chhose the correct one/ones 

 

A. VoLTE has up to three times more voice and data capacity than 3G. 

B. Over the top (OTT) is a media distribution practice that allows a streaming content provider to sell audio, video, and other 

media services directly to the consumer over the internet via streaming media 

C. Machine learning is the science of getting computers to act after being explicitly programmed. 

 

(i) A and B  (ii) B and C  (iii) A and C  (iv) All are correct 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Streaming_media
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Content_provider
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Streaming_media


 

 

** Machine learning is the science of getting computers to act without being explicitly programmed. 

3. Read the following statements regarding 2003 Malimath Panel report and choose the correct one / ones  

 

A. The Malimath panel suggested constituting a National Judicial Commission. 

B. Article 124 in The Constitution Of India only deals with the impeachment of judges in supreme court of India. 

C. Defendants in criminal cases may offer evidence of their own good character to negate a charge of criminal conduct. 

 

(i) A  and B  (ii) B and C  (iii) A and C  (iv) All are correct 

** The Committee also suggested constituting a National Judicial Commission and amending Article 124 to make impeachment of 

judges less difficult. 

**Article 124. Establishment and constitution of Supreme Court. 

 

4. Which among the following is a World Bank Assisted programme :  

 

(i) Rashtriya Gokul Mission      (ii) National Mission on Bovine Productivity  

(iii)National Programme for Bovine Breeding   (iv)National Dairy Plan-I 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 TOPIC 1 : India‟s public distribution system (PDS)   

o Issue :  

Recent disruptions of the PDS have taken different forms, from compulsory biometric authentication to so-called direct  

benefit transfer (DBT). 

o Problem regarding Biometric mix-ups:  

 Government made Aadhaar-based biometric authentication compulsory for PDS users.   

 Instead of completing these reforms, for instance by removing private dealers, many government made Aadhaar-based 

biometric authentication compulsory for PDS users. 

 Consequences:  

 

 Large numbers of people, especially among vulnerable groups such as widows and the elderly, found themselves 

excluded from the PDS.  

 Those who were still able to buy their food rations faced considerable inconvenience due to connectivity and 

biometric failures.  

  There was a revival of corruption, as PDS rice meant for those who failed the biometric test was siphoned off 

with abandon. 

 Mass-cancelled ration cards not linked with Aadhaar only led to cancellation of ration cards actually belonged to 

families that had been unable to link their card with Aadhaar for no fault of their own. 

 PDS is sometime allotted to the names in the database, which provides restriction for the weaker families to get 

ample amount of grains under NFSA. 

 

o Problems with direct benefit transfer 

 

 Under the DBT system, people have to collect their food subsidy in cash from the bank before using it to buy rice from 

the ration shop at market price. 

 The main problem with DBT is that people waste enormous time shuttling between the banks,pragya kendras(common 

service centres) and ration shops to get hold of their money and then use it to buy rice at the ration shop.  

 Many families have several bank accounts, but apparently, they were not told where to look for their subsidy.Many 

people had to run from bank to bank to find out where their subsidy had been deposited.  



 

 

 TOPIC 2. Specialised IMD forecasts 

 

o Specialised health Forecast :  

 

 Following a memorandum of understanding with the Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, the 

department has already started providing climate information feed for health service on an experimental basis.  

 The specialised weather forecast for four days would predict the possibility of the spread of diseases, including 

malaria and dengue, in a particular region based on the temperature and humidity conditions there. 

 Such specialised services would be provided as part of its programmes for sustenance and upgrading forecasting 

system approved under the Niti Aayog 

 Forecast service for the health sector is likely to be launched in six months across the country. 

 

o Utilisation in train operations :  

 

 Weather plays an important role in the operation of trains as it can damage tracks and electric equipment powering 

the train. 

 The IMD is also providing weather information such as wind speed to the Indian Railways on a pilot basis. 

 

o Power generation:  

 

 Weather prediction would help plan ahead for power distribution. 

  Following an agreement with the Power System Operation Corporation, the IMD has proposed to develop a 

demand forecast based on various parameters, including wind, temperature, humidity and onset of sea breeze.  

 Various energy sources like thermal and wind could be operated according to the demand and weather conditions. 

 

o There are also plans to upgrade the services already being offered in the tourism and agromet advisory services. 

 



 

 

 Topic 3. Caste Panchayats 

o Issue : 

 Any collective attack by a khap panchayat on an adult for choosing to marry the person of their choice is absolutely 

illegal and condemned, the Supreme Court said. 

 The Centre said it supports the dignity of women and agreed with the court that the judiciary should fill the legislative 

vacuum left by a lack of law against honour killing. 

o Basics :  

 

 A Khap is a community organisation representing a clan or a group of related clans. They are found mostly in northern 

India, particularly among the Jat people of Western Uttar Pradesh and Haryana. 

 A Khap Panchayat is an assembly of Khap elders, and a Sarv Khap is an assembly of many Khap Panchayats. 

 Khaps are not affiliated with the formally elected government bodies and is instead concerned with the affairs of the 

Khap it represents. 

 It is not affiliated with the democratically elected local assemblies that are also termed Panchayat.  

 A Khap Panchayat has no official government recognition or authority, but can exert significant social influence within 

the community it represents. 

o Origin :  

 

 The Khaps evolved as tribal and village administrations. 

 Pal, Janapada, and Ganasangha are other terms. 

 

o Decisions on social issues : 

 

 The Khap Panchayats frequently make pronouncements on social issues, such as abortion, alcohol abuse, dowry, and to 

promote education,specially among girls. 

 The largest Khap in Haryana is the Satrol Khap, which allowed inter-caste marriage in 2014,providing the marriage is 

not within the same gotra, village, or neighbouring villages. 

 A 2015 Sarv Khap meeting launched a "Save daughters, educate daughter" movement 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jat_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Uttar_Pradesh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haryana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panchayati_raj_(India)
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pal_(government)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Janapada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ganasangha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gotra


 

 

 Topic 4 : Embryo transfer technology (ETT) : 

 

o Why in news? 

 The government has recently rolled out Mass Embryo Transfer programme to carry out 440 embryo transfer of 

higher genetic merit indigenous bovines into surrogate cows. 

 The programme aims for conservation of indigenous cattle breeds. 

 

o Mass Embryo Transfer programme 

 

 Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries in co-operation with 12 States has undertaken a Mass 

Embryo Transfer programme in Indigenous Breeds under the scheme, National Mission on Bovine Productivity. 

 The programme is implemented with the objective of conservation and development of indigenous breeds under 

Rashtriya Gokul Mission. 

 Under this programme, embryos of higher genetic merit indigenous bovines are being transferred in to surrogate 

cows.  

 Embryos of Indigenous breeds such as Sahiwal, Gir, Red Sindhi, Ongole, Deoni and Vechur have been proposed to 

be transferred under this programme. 

 

o Embryo transfer technology (ETT) 

 Embryo transfer is a technique by which embryos are collected from a donor female and are transferred to recipient 

females, which serve as surrogate mothers for the remainder of pregnancy. 

 Embryo transfer techniques have been applied to nearly every species of domestic animal and to many species of 

wildlife and exotic animals, including humans and non-human primates.  

 Embryo transfer technology has revolutionized the breeding strategies in Bovines as a tool to  

optimize the genetic improvement in cattle. 

 

 



 

 

o Benefits of ETT: 

 

(i) a farmer can get a 5-6 fold increase in number of offsprings 

(ii) the calves so born will be of high genetic merit 

(iii) the offsprings born will be free from diseases 

 

 

o Government‟s Initiatives : 

 

 Rashtriya Gokul Mission: Rashtriya Gokul Mission has been launched December 2014 for the development and 

conservation of indigenous bovine breeds thereby enhancing milk production and productivity. 

 National Mission on Bovine Productivity: It has been launched in November 2016 with the aim of enhancing milk 

production and productivity and thereby making dairying more remunerative to the farmers.  

 National Programme for Bovine Breeding: It is being implemented for enhancing productivity of milch animals 

through extension of Artificial Insemination (AI) coverage.  

 National Dairy Plan-I: It is a world Bank assisted project being implemented in 18 major dairy States with aim of 

enhancing milk production and productivity in order to meet demand of milk in the country through 

strengthening of semen stations; bull production programme (progeny testing and pedigree selection), ration 

balancing programme etc. 

 

Topic 5 : ASER 2017 (Beyond the Basics) 

 
 The twelfth Annual Status of Education Report . 

  Every year since 2005, the Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) has reported on children‟s schooling status and their 

ability to do basic reading and arithmetic tasks.  

  Since 2006, ASER has focused on the age group 5 to 16.  

  In 2017, ASER focused on an older age group, youth who are 14 to 18 years old and have moved just beyond the elementary 

school age.  

 



 

 

o Highlights:  

 

 Near-universal enrollment and automatic promotion through the elementary stage have resulted in more and more 

children successfully completing elementary schooling.  

  The 2017 ASER report has made an attempt to look „beyond basics‟ and explore a wider set of domains beyond 

foundational reading and arithmetic. 

  Four domains were considered – activity, ability, awareness and aspirations. 

 

o ASER 2017: KEY FINDINGS 

 

 

 ACTIVITY 

 Overall, 86% of youth in the 14-18 age group are still within the formal education system, either in school or in college. 

 The enrollment gap between males and females in the formal education system increases with age. There is hardly any 

difference between boys‟ and girls‟ enrollment at age 14; but at age 18, 32% females are not enrolled as compared to 

28% males.  

 Overall, about 5% of youth are taking some type of vocational course. This includes those who are enrolled in school or 

college as well as those who are not currently enrolled . 

 A substantial proportion of youth in the 14-18 age group are working (42%), regardless of whether they are enrolled in 

formal education or not. Of those who work, 79% work in agriculture – almost all on their own family‟s farm.  

 

 

 ABILITY: 

 

 Even among youth in this age group who have completed eight years of schooling, a significant proportion still lack 

foundational skills like reading and math.  

 English seems to improve slightly with age (more 18 year-olds can read than 14 year olds), the same does not seem to 

apply to math. 

 Many young people of this age group are the first in their families ever to complete eight years of schooling.So, their 

ability to do basic calculations and make correct decisions is important not just for themselves but for the whole family. 

 Having basic foundational skills like reading and arithmetic are very helpful even for daily tasks and common 

calculations.  



 

 

 However, not everyone who has these foundational skills can correctly complete these everyday tasks. Similarly, 

although having completed at least 8 years of schooling is an advantage, not all youth who have done so can do these 

tasks. Females perform worse than males on almost all tasks. 

 

 AWARENESS & ASPIRATIONS 

 

 Mobile phone usage is widespread in the 14-18 age group. 73% of the young people had used a mobile phone within 

the last week. 

 However, significant gender differences are visible. While only 12% of males had never used a mobile phone, this 

number for females is much higher at 22%.  

 But for these young people, the use of internet and computers was much lower. 

 For those who are currently enrolled in the education system, access to internet and computers is higher than those who 

are not currently enrolled. However mobile usage is high regardless of whether they are enrolled or not.  

 With respect to participation in financial processes and institutions, close to 75% youth have their own bank account. 

Interestingly, a slightly higher percentage of females have bank accounts than males in this age group 

 About 60% youth in the age group 14-18 years wanted to study beyond Std XII. 

 Professional aspirations are clearly gendered, with males aiming to join the army or police or becoming engineers and 

females showing preference for teaching or nursing careers 

 

 Excerpts from Vice President‟s Lecture :  

 

o Effective Administration :  

 

 Fruits of democracy will reach the citizens if we can combine a resolute political will with robust administrative skill.  

 

 Effective service delivery deepens the roots of democracy because it ensures that all citizens, especially those whose 

voices are not adequately heard, participate actively in nation building. 

 

 any policy is only as good as its implementation. The positive impact of policies has to be felt by the citizens. This will 

happen only if the administration is responsive, the decisions are judicious, the execution is swift and there is a culture 

of continuous monitoring and evaluation. 

 



 

 

 With an efficient civil administration, India can leverage every challenge that comes its way in transforming itself into a 

world leader in various spheres in the years to come. As we expand globally and open our doors to the entry of 

multinational corporations to participate in nation‟s progress, there needs to be more emphasis on efficiency, 

transparency and ethical compliance. 

 Public administration is no longer concerned with just implementation and monitoring of government policies. 

 

  In a rapidly changing world, the administrative apparatus must be more agile than earlier. It must be innovative, 

humble, emphatic and objective 

 

o Education :  

 

 Education is a powerful tool that empowers individuals and transforms communities. It can break the vicious cycles of 

poverty.  

 It can enable a country like India with a large youth population, to grow. But only if it can capitalize on its 

demographic advantage. 

 True education gives us the humility that makes us realize as to how much more there is to learn. This humility makes us 

lifelong learners and we grow as individuals. 

 Without a good human resource development strategy, country cannot achieve sustainable development. Without 

equipping our children, youth and adults with the required knowledge, skills and attitudes, we cannot be a developed 

nation. 

 The humanistic, inclusive, harmonious vision given to us by ancestors must be integrated into our education system. We 

must now get down to making our schools, colleges and universities great places of learning.  The new resurgent India 

can be built on excellence and equity in education. 

 

 People involved in education sector need to focus on improving access to pre-primary education and elementary 

education of good quality. We cannot afford to ignore this vital dimension any longer. We cannot build a new India on 

a weak foundation. We cannot tolerate the high level of illiteracy. 

 

 India requires a curriculum that makes learners knowledgeable, skillful and responsible. We should make put the 

children at the centre of schooling. We should make the system respond to the learning needs of youth and adults. The 

higher education system must focus on research and extending the frontiers of knowledge. 

 



 

 

  Education system must have essential guiding principles to help students become good human beings. 

 

  Education is for employment. Education is for enlightenment. Education is for empowerment. Education is for 

evolution into a competent and caring individual. Education is for transformation of societal norms. 


