
 

 

 

APTI Q 

The Hindu Dt: 21/12/2017 

MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION  

1. Which of the following is the correct order (Decreasing trend) of urbanisation (Urban Population) 

of states in India as per the 2011 census? (Indian Geography) 

(a) Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, Kerala, Maharashtra 

(b) Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Gujarat, Maharashtra 

(c) Kerala, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, 

(d) Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Maharashtra, Gujarat. 

2. Deepor Beel or lake is recently in news, which of the following sentences correct about it? (Bio-

diversity) 

1. It is a permanent freshwater lake, in a former channel of the Brahmaputra River, to the south of 

the main river. 

2. It is also called a wetland under the Ramsar Convention which has listed the lake in November 

2002 

Select Codes: 

(a) I only 

(b) II only 

(c) Both I & II 

(c) None of these 



 

 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1. Critically analyze the Wetland (Conservation and Management) Rules, 2017.State whether it limit 

monitoring and omit important wetland types? (Bio-diversity)(Editorial) 

2. Critically examine the outlook for oil in 2018 .In this light also briefly state how it fare in 2017? 

(Indian Economy) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S)  

1.d 

Explanation: Tamil Nadu-48.44%,Kerala-47.69%,Maharasthra-45.23%,Gujarat-42.54%. 

2.c 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS 

MODEL ANSWERS 

 

1. Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Rules, 2017: 

The new rules, notified by the environment ministry, decentralise wetlands management by giving 

states powers to not only identify and notify wetlands within their jurisdictions but also keep a 

watch on prohibited activities. 

 Seeking to protect over 2 lakh wetlands across the country, the Centre has come out with 

rules to identify and manage these ecologically fragile areas which play an important role in 

flood control, groundwater recharge, preserving plant varieties, supporting migratory birds 

and protecting coastlines.  

 The new rules, notified by the environment ministry, decentralise wetlands management by 

giving states powers to not only identify and notify wetlands within their jurisdictions but 

also keep a watch on prohibited activities. 

 It also indirectly widens the ambit of permitted activities by inserting the 'wise use' principle, 

giving powers to state-level wetland authorities to decide what can be allowed in larger 

interest. The notification says, "The wetlands shall be conserved and managed in accordance 

with the principle of 'wise use' as determined by the Wetlands Authority." 



 

 

 The Centre's role under the Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Rules, 2017, will be 

restricted to monitoring its implementation by states/UTs, recommending trans-boundary 

wetlands for notification and reviewing integrated management of selected wetlands under 

the Ramsar Convention — an international arrangement to preserve identified wetlands. 

Limit monitoring and omit important wetland types: 

The 2017 Wetland Rules have been criticised for doing away with strong wetland monitoring 

systems and omitting important wetland types. At the same time, the Supreme Court order directs 

States to come forward and notify wetlands 

The 2010 and 2017 Rules for wetlands both emphasise that the ecological character of wetlands 

ought to be maintained for their conservation. ‘Ecological character’ refers to processes and 

components which make the wetland a particular, and sometimes unique, ecosystem. For example, 

as lagoons like Chilika (Odisha) and Pulicat (Tamil Nadu/Andhra Pradesh) are characterised by a mix 

of saline and fresh water, the flows of each type need to be maintained; river flood plains contain 

wetlands that require conservation so they can re-fuel the river with fish and and other aquatic life 

during flooding. 

2. Where will oil go in 2018?----------- 

As 2017 draws to an end, analysts have come up with varied targets for oil prices in 2018. Their 

estimates mainly depend on their judgment of whether OPEC will seize back control of the oil 

market. Last month, OPEC agreed to extend its supply-cut agreement until the end of 2018, which 

has led some analysts to stay bullish on oil. Agencies such as the International Energy Agency and 

the U.S. Energy Information Administration, however, foresee shale production rising in 2018 and 

beyond. If so, this should cap any significant rise in oil prices unless there is an equally strong 

response from OPEC to cut supply 

How did oil fare in 2017?-------------- 

The price of oil rose this year as the supply-cut agreement signed by the Organisation of the 

Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) in 2016 managed to survive despite a lot of speculation 

otherwise. Brent crude oil trades at around $64 a barrel currently, which represents a gain of over 

12% year to date, after dropping to an intra-year low of just below $45 in June. It is notable that the 

price rise this year looks quite subdued compared to the rally last year which saw prices almost 

double after dropping below $30 in January. Still, the current price of oil is far from the historic 

highs, of well over $100, that lasted until the latter half of 2014. 



 

 

Looking ahead: In all, a secular bull market in oil looks unlikely given the stiff resistance offered by 

U.S. shale producers, who have shown their ability to cut costs at quick notice and survive in a 

bearish environment, against OPEC. Geopolitical tensions, however, may offer OPEC some brief 

respite at times. 

 


