
 

 

 

APTI Q 

The Hindu Dt: 14/12/2017 

MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION                                

 

1. Which of the following correctly explains ‘peace clause’ mentioned in Dispute Settlement 

Mechanism of WTO? (Indian Economy) 

1. Trade negotiators generally refer to Article 13 of the World Trade Organization's Agreement on 

Agriculture as the Peace Clause. 

2.It holds that domestic support measures and export subsidies of a WTO Member that are legal 

under the provisions of the Agreement on Agriculture can be challenged by other WTO Members on 

grounds of being illegal under the provisions of another WTO agreement. 

Select Codes: 

a) Both 1 & 2 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 only 

d) None of these 

2. Which of the following is/are ground(s) of disqualification in case of Anti-Defection Law? (Indian 

Polity) 

(a) If an independent candidate joins a political party after the election. 

(b) If a nominated member joins a party six months after he becomes a member of the legislature. 

(c) Both (a) & (b) 

(d) None of these 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subsidies


 

 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1. State whether the provision discriminates against men on the basis of gender and gives an 

unconstitutional exemption to women? Critically analyze it in the context of recent apex court 

judgement in relation to adultery. (Gender related issues) (Editorial) 

2. Do you think groups like the IS will find Iraq an easy breeding ground and regain its footing? 

(International Issues)(Editorial) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1.c 

Explanation: It holds that domestic support measures and export subsidies of a WTO Member that 

are legal under the provisions of the Agreement on Agriculture cannot be challenged by other WTO 

Members on grounds of being illegal under the provisions of another WTO agreement. 

2.c 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS 

MODEL ANSWERS 

1. Context: There is no doubt at all that a reconsideration of the law on adultery is long overdue. By 

agreeing to have another look at the constitutional validity of Section 497 of the Indian Penal Code, 

under which men can be prosecuted for adultery, the Supreme Court has re-opened a question that 

has been decided thrice in the past. This time the court will have to do more than pronounce on 

whether the provision discriminates against men on the basis of gender and gives an 

unconstitutional exemption to women. 

Apex court judgement in relation to adultery: 

 While agreeing to issue notice to the government, the Bench has observed that the 

provision is archaic. It has further noted that in a case of adultery, one person is liable for 

the offence but the other is absolved, and that the concept of gender neutrality, on which 

criminal law normally proceeds, is absent. 

 The court has also noted that once the consent or connivance of the husband is established, 

there is no offence of adultery at all. It rightly describes this as subordination of a woman 

and something that “creates a dent on the independent identity of a woman”. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subsidies


 

 

 In the past, the Supreme Court has emphasised that a married woman is a “victim” and the 

man is “the author of the crime”. It has treated the exemption given to women as a special 

provision that has the protection of Article 15(3). 

 It has rejected the argument that it is discriminatory by pointing out that neither a man nor 

a woman can prosecute their disloyal spouses. It is only the ‘outsider’ to the matrimonial 

relationship who can be prosecuted, and that too by the aggrieved husband alone. This is 

made clear in Section 198(2) of the Code of Criminal Procedure, a provision also under 

challenge. 

Way forward: It is one thing for adultery to be a ground for divorce, a civil proceeding, and quite 

another for it to be a basis for incarceration. It will be a travesty if in the name of empowering 

women the ambit of the criminal law is extended to cover both genders. The correct course will be 

to dispense with this archaic provision altogether; it serves no real purpose in the criminal statute. 

2. Context: At the peak of its influence, the IS controlled almost a third of Iraq, including Mosul, its 

second largest city. Mr. Abadi, who took over as Prime Minister in September 2014 when the 

country was in the middle of the civil war, adopted a cautious, gradualist approach with direct help 

from the United States and Iran to take on the IS. 

Chances of regrouping and regaining of territory by IS: 

 For Mr. Abadi and the Iraqi military, this is a moment of both relief and accomplishment. But 

it may be far too simplistic to conclude that Iraq is totally rid of the IS threat. Perhaps a 

greater challenge they face is healing the wounds of the civil war. Iraq is a divided country 

today. 

 The resource-rich south, which is mostly Shia, supports the government and is relatively 

peaceful. In the war-stricken north and west, there is no doubting that people feel alienated 

from the Shia-dominated government in Baghdad. 

 The Kurdish Autonomous Region has already held a referendum, against the wishes of 

Baghdad, in which a majority of voters supported independence. If the government fails to 

tackle these divisions and lets parts of the country drift into anarchy again, groups like the IS 

will find it an easy breeding ground and regain a footing. 

 The IS may have lost territory, but it would be blind to deny that the group doesn’t exist 

anymore. It is not known, for instance, what happened to its self-declared Caliph, Abu Bakr 

al-Baghdadi. 



 

 

 In Syria it still controls territory, even if it is under growing pressure of Russian-American 

bombing and Kurdish attacks. In 2006-07, al-Qaeda in Iraq had faced similar military 

setbacks. But when Iraq’s sectarian rivalry took a turn for the worse and civil war broke out 

in Syria, it regrouped and reinvented itself as the IS. 

Looking ahead:  Mr. Abadi has to see that this doesn’t repeat itself. In order to do so, he must, 

besides keeping the military on alert, reach out to the country’s disaffected Sunnis and Kurds. Only a 

united Iraq can hold off the resurrection of the extremists. 

 

 

 


