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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION  

1. With reference to the Australia Group, which focuses on biological and chemical weapons, which 

of the following statements is/are correct?(International Organization) 

1. China is not a member of the group. 

2. India is a member of the group. 

Select codes: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1&2 only 

(d) None of these 

 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION  

1. Do you think Wassenaar Arrangement strengthens India’s credentials as a responsible nuclear 

power? (International Organization)(Editorial) 

2. State whether it is high time to tax carbon in order to curb pollution? (Environmental related 

issues) 

 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S)  



 

 

1. (a) 

Explanation:  China and India are not members of Australia group founded in 1985. 

 

                                                            DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS 

                                                                 MODEL ANSWERS  

1. Context: India’s admittance into the Wassenaar Arrangement, a multilateral export control 

regime, as its 42nd participating member is a big step forward in its quest for formal acceptance as a 

responsible nuclear power. This has come a year after India made the request for membership.  

Strengthens India’s credentials as a responsible nuclear power: 

 As a non-signatory to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), New Delhi has been at 

pains to convey to the international community that it adheres to, and is invested in, a rules-

based order. The Wassenaar Arrangement was founded in 1996, and is clubbed with 

mechanisms such as the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG), the Missile Technology Control 

Regime (MTCR) and the Australia Group. 

 Its stated aim is “to contribute to regional and international security and stability, by 

promoting transparency and greater responsibility in transfers of conventional arms and 

dual-use goods and technologies, thus preventing destabilising accumulations.” India’s 

Wassenaar success at the Vienna plenary meeting last week presumes a broad acceptance 

among its members of the country’s credentials as a fastidious adherent to export controls. 

It comes on the heels of membership last year of the MTCR. 

 Ever since India signed the 123 Agreement in 2005, the underlying assumption was that the 

United States would help chaperone New Delhi into global nuclear acceptability after it 

separated its civil and military nuclear programmes and plugged the loopholes to prevent 

diffusion of nuclear materials and technology in a way that is demonstrably in line with best 

practices followed by the members of the NSG. 

Way forward: Nonetheless, now that more and more countries are signing on to India’s steadily 

strengthening credentials in the nuclear area, there is hope that a fresh momentum will be imparted 

to a future bid for the NSG. It will not be easy. The Australia Group, which focusses on biological and 

chemical weapons, may be easier to crack given that China is not a member. But meanwhile, the 

Wassenaar Arrangement will embed India deeper in the global non-proliferation architecture and 

enable access to critical technologies in the defence and space sectors. 



 

 

2. Context: As of 2014, more than 20% of India’s population did not have access to electricity. In July 

2012, India experienced a blackout affecting roughly 70 crore people. Through this Right to Energy 

programme, every household in India will have access to electricity, a feat that almost all the 

governments since Independence have dreamt of but have failed to deliver. The free entitlement of 

fuel and electricity for a household works out to 189 kWh per month based on our calculations from 

the National Sample Survey data. Anything above this limit will be charged in full to control misuse 

of this policy. Travel passes with a pre-loaded balance amount of around ₹4,600 per household per 

annum, which can be used in any mode of public transport — private and government alike — will 

be available for every household. 

Taxing carbon: The level of carbon tax required for this policy to come into effect is ₹2,818 per 

metric tonne of CO2. It will be levied upstream, namely, at ports, mine-heads, and so on. While the 

prices of almost all the commodities will rise, the highest rise in price will be in fuel and energy since 

the carbon content is the highest in this category. To give an idea about the pinch that will be felt, 

the average price of electricity will rise from its current value of ₹3.73 to ₹4.67 per kWh. 

Way forward: This policy not only curbs emissions but also delivers on providing more employment 

since the employment elasticity in greener forms of energy is higher than those in fossil fuel-based 

energy. Higher prices of commodities according to their carbon content will induce households, 

including the rich, to look for greener substitutes. They have the effect of enticing even the poor to 

move away from traditional forms of energy consumption because the price of energy will be zero 

for them (provided they consume less than the cut-off limit) as compared to a shadow positive price 

in terms of the time used for collection of wood or cow dung cakes. Availability of free energy also 

addresses the issue of stealing of electricity, since there will be no incentive left for those who steal. 

In India, even in 2014, the value of electricity stolen through corrupt means amounts to about 0.8% 

of GDP. It’s difficult to put a figure on the health benefits that such a policy will entail, but as a rough 

measure, a significant part of more than 3% of India’s GDP currently spent on pollution-induced 

diseases will surely come down. 


