
 

 

 

APTI Q 

The Hindu Dt: 08 /12/2017 

MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION  

1. Which of the following statements is/are correct about the upcoming meeting of the World Trade 

Organisation’s (WTO) at Buenos Aires? (Indian Economy) 

1.  The TFS (Trade Facilitation in Services) proposal aims to ensure relaxation of norms for movement 

of skilled workers and professionals across borders for short-term work. 

2. The SSM(Special safeguard Mechanism) would permit developed nations  to temporarily raise 

tariffs to counter import surges or price declines of farm items, and thereby protect their 

farmers.(Indian Economy) 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 & 2 

d) None of these. 

2. Which country’s central bank has issued a regulation banning use of crypto-currencies recently? 

(a) China 

(b) Indonesia 

(c)  India 

(d) UAE 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION  



 

 

1. Is there a case for a relook at EVMs? Critically comment about the sentence in the context of 

recent controversies in outcome of electoral polls. (Governance) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S)  

1.a 

Explanation: The SSM (Special safeguard Mechanism) would permit developing nations like India to 

temporarily raise tariffs to counter import surges or price declines of farm items, and thereby 

protect their farmers. 

2.b 

Explanation: Indonesia’s central bank has issued a regulation banning use of crypto-currencies by 

financial technology companies involved in payment systems. 

                                                            DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS 

                                                                 MODEL ANSWERS  

1. Context: The issue of credibility of EVMs has become quite complicated, with Mayawati, Arvind 

Kejriwal, and leaders from the Samajwadi Party and the Congress raising serious objections about 

the functioning of the machines. Some leaders have gone to the extent of saying that the machines 

are being tampered with in order to favour the ruling BJP. 

The case of U.P: The outcome of the recent Uttar Pradesh civic polls suggests that tampering could 

be happening. I am not saying there is conclusive proof of EVM tampering, but the results do raise 

questions and doubts about a decisive victory. I had tweeted that the Bharatiya Janata Party had 

won more in places where there were EVMs and lost more in places where paper ballots were used. 

The fear is enough for us to move to paper ballots. There are fears especially in the context of 

majoritarian governments, and especially with regard to this government which has subverted all 

the major institutions. Look at the manner in which the dates were announced for the Gujarat 

Assembly elections. This has created too many apprehensions in the minds of the people and of the 

Opposition. In order to restore public confidence, we need to go back to paper ballots. EVMs have 

been in place for two decades and it is time to acknowledge that they have failed. Some European 

countries have acknowledged that EVMs have failed. Countries there started with EVMs and are now 

going back to the paper ballot. 



 

 

Problems of paper ballot: The paper ballots are cumbersome. Transporting them and guarding them 

is a problem. And ballot boxes can be captured. In the past, we know how this was done. But when I 

see what is in store for us now, I find that the scope of EVM manipulation and what can be achieved 

through this is on a much larger scale compared to booth capturing. 

Why EVMs are important?  

There were four important findings. 

 One, EVMs led to a significant decline in electoral fraud, particularly in politically sensitive 

States such as Bihar and Uttar Pradesh 

 Two, using luminosity data, we found that EVMs led to a significant increase in the provision 

of electricity, particularly in States that were more prone to electoral violence 

 Three, we also used data from civil society, and NGOs that monitor elections, and found that 

EVMs empowered those from the weaker sections of society who were victims of political or 

electoral violence. 

 Four, we also found that EVMs made the electoral process more competitive. There has 

been a significant decline in the incidence of re-election, and winning margins have reduced 

dramatically 

Looking ahead: The idea of trying to control electoral and political process with the help of 

technology is quite old. In 1977, in Technology of Political Control, written when there was no 

electronic voting and AI, the strategy for manipulation of political and electoral process was 

elaborately discussed. To overcome the dangers of manipulation, we must remain sceptical and 

accept the reality that the EVM issue is not simple. The fact that the issue is complicated 

necessitates a measure of caution in its application. 


