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DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1. Do you think Social discrimination and isolation are still the biggest challenges HIV/AIDS patients 

face in current years? (Social Justice) 

2. Critically analyze the start-up ecosystem in India? In this context also highlight various schemes 

initiated by Govt to spur the state of it. (Indian Economy)  

 

                                                           DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS 

                                                                 MODEL ANSWERS  

1. Context: Since the beginning of the HIV epidemic in 1981, 35 million people have died of the 

disease globally and over 78 million people have been reportedly infected. According to the latest 

UNAIDS (The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS) report in 2016, one million people have 

died due to the disease. India has over 2.1 million people living with HIV, the third largest number of 

people with HIV in the world. 

Social discrimination and Isolation: Social stigma, discrimination and a lack of access to medicines 

continue to be the biggest problems for people living with HIV. Experts say that despite the success 

of the India’s National AIDS Control Programme (NACP) to bring down incidence and mortality rates, 

only 43% of those affected have access to antiretroviral therapy (ART). Access to medicines alone 

isn’t enough. The discrimination they face doesn’t allow many to even go to a hospital/dispensary to 

collect their medicines. 

Reaching out: In an attempt to bridge this gap, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, earlier 

this year, launched the “Test and Treat Policy”. Here, anyone who tests and is diagnosed as HIV 

positive will have access to ART treatment, irrespective of their immunity status or clinical stage of 

the disease. HIV disease management is expensive and a long-drawn process. What adds to the 

trauma are the many myths around it. There are many misconceptions about this disease. You can 



 

 

get or transmit HIV only through specific activities. Most commonly, people get or transmit HIV 

through unsafe sexual behaviours and improper needle or syringe use. 

AIDS,a disease caused by a virus called HIV, alters the immune system, making it more vulnerable to 

infections and diseases. No effective cure currently exists, but with proper medical care, HIV can be 

controlled. 

2. Start-up ecosystem: India is now the rockstar of the start-up world. Over the past three years, it 

has become the third largest start-up ecosystem, big enough to pull not only the likes of Ivanka 

Trump, but also serious money. According to data compiled by Inc42, as of end September, over 

$9.4 billion in funding has flowed into Indian start-ups in 2017, up 1.3 times over last year. There are 

more than a hundred funds registered with markets regulator Securities and Exchange Board of India 

alone. 

This is over and above the money the government is prepared to put in. The Centre alone has 

announced a corpus of ₹10,000 crore to fund startups, of which 75 have actually received some 

money so far. Earlier this year, India’s policy on foreign direct investment was specifically amended 

to include start-ups, with start-ups now allowed to accept up to 100% of their funding requirement 

from foreign venture capital investors. 

Schemes to support start-up:  

 There are different schemes run by various arms of the government, all of which provide tax 

breaks, incentives, grant money and other forms of assistance to wannabe technopreneurs. 

At last count, there were more than 44 such schemes. 

 The Department of Electronics and Information Technology offers not only technical 

assistance for filing patents, up to ₹15 lakh per invention, or up to 50% of the costs incurred 

in filing a patent, but also has a multiplier grants scheme which chips in with up to ₹2 crore 

for start-ups in the IT services, analytics, artificial intelligence, and Internet of things space. 

The Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for Micro and Small enterprises underwrites borrowings of 

up to ₹1 crore per unit. 

 The Centre’s Atal Innovation Mission funds up to ₹10 crore for each Atal Incubation Centre 

set up under the scheme. The Atal Mission also provides funding to schools to set up ‘Atal 

Tinkering Laboratories’ to spur the spirit of innovation and enterprise amongst the young. 

And so on. 

 State governments are not lagging behind either. As many as 16 State start-up policies are 

listed on the Startup India hub, but even this is not exhaustive, since early movers like Tamil 

Nadu and Kerala had rolled out schemes of their own before the Department of Industrial 

Policy and Promotion, the nodal body charged with looking after all things start-up, started 

compiling information 


