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 Prelims Question: 

 
i) ‗Prompt Corrective Action‘, a term sometimes seen in the news, is related to: 

 

a)Handling of unruly and disruptive air passengers 

b) Financial health of banks 

c)The Pro-Active Governance and Timely Implementation (PRAGATI) platform 

d)The Aadhaar Act, 2016 

 

ii) Consider the following statements: 

1. There were several archaeological cultures in North-western region of the Indian subcontinent prior to the 
Mature Harappan culture 
2. MatureHarappan culture developed in some of the areas occupied by the Early Harappan cultures 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a. 1 only  
b. 2 only 
c. Both 1 and 2 
d. Neither 1 nor 2 
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iii) Which one among the following Inter-State Water Dispute (ISWD) tribunals has NOT been set-up under the 
ISWD Act? 
 

a) Mahanadi Water Disputes Tribunal 

b) Mahadayi WDT 

c) Godavari WDT 

d) Cauvery WDT 
 

iv) The Central Coordinating authority for oil-spill response in the Maritime Zones of India is 
 
a) The Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services 
b) The Indian Coast Guard 
c) The Indian Navy 
d) The National Disaster Response Force 

 

v) The Liaodong Peninsula partly separates: 
 
a) Sulu Sea from the Celebes Sea 
b) Bo Hai (Gulf of Chihli) from the Korea Bay 
c) Gulf of Thailand from the South China Sea 
d) Sea of Okhotsk from the Pacific Oceana 

 
 

vi) ‗The Arctic‘ is the northernmost region of Earth. Most scientists‘ definition of the region include parts of: 
 

a) The Arctic Ocean Basin 

b) Northern part of Scandinavia 

c) Northern part of Greenland 

d) Alaska (USA) 
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Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
 

a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
b) 1 only 
c) 3 and 4 only 
d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 Topic: Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States 

 

 Naga Peace Accord:  

 
 Nagaland peace accord is the accord signed in August 2015 by the Government of India and the National Socialist 

Council of Nagaland (NSCN) to end the insurgency.  

 In the framework agreement (details of which are yet to be made public), the Centre had accepted “uniqueness 

of Naga history and culture” and the NSCN(IM) had agreed on “primacy of the Indian constitution‖. 

 Question 1.  

 What is NAGA PEACE ACCORD? Briefly describe Shared Sovereignty and analyse its feasibility in the 
Nagaland Issue. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Socialist_Council_of_Nagaland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Socialist_Council_of_Nagaland
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  There is still uncertainty on the issue of Greater Nagalim.  

 Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and Mizoram — states which have Naga-inhabited areas — have opposed giving 

away their territory for the Naga cause.  

 The final accord on Naga issue will be signed on the basis of the agreement. 

 

 Naga Peace accord called for Shared Sovereignity . 
 

 Under this arrangement, state actors have the authority to enter into agreements that would compromise their Westphalian 
sovereignty, with the goal of improving domestic sovereignty. 

  While states preserve their authority to enter voluntary agreements, they cede their autonomy by pooling their resources 
into a multilateral organization or their commitments into an international treaty, which then become vehicles for 
international collective action. 
 

 Given national governments have been unable or unwilling to develop the status of some sections of their population 
due to incompetence or lack of material resources—thus denying these citizens access to healthcare, education, safety and 
economic well-being—the only viable way, as per the idea of "shared sovereignty" is to include these areas within an 
international organisation or trusteeship that partners with the national government to improve the lives of the common 
people. 
 

 Shared sovereignty in Naga areas would mean that the state is no longer the sole authority in policymaking, but that function 
is shared with the NSCN (IM), NGOS, community leaders. 
 

 However Nagaland is based on International border, so it can raise further conflicts. 
 

 Question 2.  

 
 What is MRP? SC recently said in an order that Hotels and restaurants can charge consumers more than MRP 

on of packaged water- critically analyze. 

http://www.mitpressjournals.org/doi/abs/10.1162/0162288042879940#.WNrTH1UrKUk
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Topic: Indian economy – Resource Mobilization 
 
 MRP : 

 

 A maximum retail price (MRP) is a manufacturer calculated price that is the highest price that can be charged for a 
product sold in India and Bangladesh. 

 However, retailers may choose to sell products for less than the MRP. 

 MRP differs from systems using a recommended retail price because in those systems the price calculated by the 
manufacturer is only a recommendation, not enforceable by law. 

 All retail products in India must be marked with MRP. Shops cannot charge customers over the MRP.  

 Deviations from MRP:  
 

 Some shops may charge slightly below MRP to draw more customers to their stores.  

 In some remote areas, tourist spots, and in situations where a product is difficult to obtain, consumers are often 
charged illegally over the MRP. 

 

 Analysis :  
 

 The concept of Maximum Retail Price has been criticisedas incompatible with the free market system, because it 
involves manufacturers deciding what profit retailers will make. 

 The MRP also hurts consumers in rural areas because if retailers cannot charge a higher price to make up for the 
higher price of transportation and distribution to those areas, they may simply not stock many items. 

 
 

 Supreme Court Order :  
 

 Supreme Court said that hotels and restaurants can now charge more than the maximum retail price (MRP) for 
bottled water. 

 The Supreme Court rejected the Centre's argument and said that hotels and restaurants can overcharge for bottled 
water because there is an element of service in it. 

 The bench observed that this is not a simple sale and nobody goes to a restaurant to simply buy a bottle of water. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recommended_retail_price
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_market
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 provisions of the Standards of Weights and Measures Act, 1976, the Standards of Weights and Measures 
(Enforcement) Act, 1985 and the Standards of Weights and Measures (Packaged Commodities) Rules, 1977 are not 
applicable to services rendered in the premises of hotels/restaurants. 

 
 Government’s argurment :  

 
 The government mentioned in its affidavit that overcharging for pre-packed products was an offence under the Legal 

Metrology Act. 

 The government had also argued that overcharging for bottled water could help these establishments in tax evasion. 
 
 
 

 Recent Development:  
 

 The department of consumer affairs in its latest amendments to Legal Metrology Rules has tweaked the definition of 

institutional consumer, to prevent resale of pre packaged commodities sourced by institutional consumers such as 

hotels for their own use.  

 Institutional consumers have been allowed to purchase from manufacturers/packers/importers for their use, they 

have not been allowed to sell.  

 When they go to sell these commodities, they come under the purview of Legal Metrology (Packaged Commodities) 

Rules 2011, and the newly amended 2017 rules apply  

 The amended legal metrology rules which will kick in from January 1, 2018, mandate that no identical pre-packaged 

products should be sold at a price higher than its MRP.  
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 Topic : Indian Culture 

 

 Yoga is a holistic approach to well-being.  It has physical, emotional and spiritual dimensions. 

 The word Yoga is derived from two roots. One signifying “connection” and the second signifying “concentration”. 

  It connects physical health with mental equilibrium and emotional tranquility.  

 It promotes concentration and focused attention.  

 

 Yoga in Ancient Culture :  

 

 The ancient Indian thought life as a unified whole. It perceived that there is a vital connection between physical health 

and emotional well-being.  

 The ancient seers have said ‗ShareeramAdyamkhalu dharma sadhanam’ which means that you need to have a healthy 

body to fulfill your responsibilities and follow your dharma.  

 At the same time, Indians believed that focusing only on physical exercises is limiting the vast potential of human 

endeavor and excellence. 

 Beyond the physical, there is a metaphysical plane. That is why the proponents of yogic science have gone deeper into 

the interconnectedness in human life. 

 Question 3.  

 ―Yoga is a holistic approach to well being.‖-Explain. 
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  They emphasized the importance of ‗concentration‘ and being able to think, reflect and meditate quietly on the events 

happening around us. In those quiet moments, they visualized that all of us can make sound ethical decisions.  

 Sage Patanjali who compiled the first yoga philosophy defines yoga as an ability to control one’s own random 

thoughts and achieve a stillness, a calmness that creates inner harmony. This philosophy is usually referred to as 

Ashtanga Yoga. 

 

 Yoga as a Philosophy:  

 
 Non-Violence, truthfullness, non-stealing, fidelity to one‘s partner and not being avaricious. 

 It advocates purity of mind, speech and body, contentment, acceptance of others, perseverance, self study, self 

reflection, contemplation of the Supreme Being.  

  Among its other facets are the posture, breathing exercises, abstraction, concentration, meditation and liberation. 

Clearly these aspects of the yogic philosophy cover both the physical as well as the metaphysical and the spiritual. 

 Yoga has been a guiding philosophy for a number of variants in Buddhism and Jainism as well. 
 

 

 

 Yoga as a form of Physical Exercise :  

 

 The emphasis on the physical exercises emerged around the 11th century AD in a branch of yoga called the Hatha yoga. These 

exercises have gained world-wide importance and prominence over the years. 

 Viewed from purely the physical aspect, yoga has proved to be a very powerful set of graded exercises which can be 

practiced by all – from children to youth and adults and even elderly.  Studies have shown that many psychosomatic 

disorders can be healed through Yoga.  

 the United Nations General Assembly has established 21st June as International Day of Yoga. This resolution has given a new 

impetus to the popularization of this ancient science. 
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 Lord Krishna in the Bhagwat Gita talks of three Yogas – Karma Yoga, Jnana Yoga and Bhakti Yoga. These three dimensions - 

Action, Knowledge and Devotion - are relevant in all walks of life. We should be always active and work with total 

dedication and devotion. At the same time we should keep learning and spreading the knowledge as we keep doing our 

work.  

 

 If work, knowledge and devotion are combined, the work we do gets transformed into something quite extraordinary. 

 

 

 Misc : Wet winter lead to more small wildfires, not less: NASA  

 

 NASA scientists have found that a wet winter corresponds to more small wildfires in the following fire season, not fewer . 

 a wet winter causes grasses and other small plants to grow profusely.  

 These plants dry out and die at the end of the growing season, leaving abundant fuel for a wildfire.  

 

 Trees and larger shrubs, however, retain more moisture after a wet winter. That might hamper the ability of small fires to 

grow into large ones in landscapes containing trees, said the study published online in the journal Environmental 

Research Letters.  

 The research is a step toward understanding the role of fuel moisture in wildfires, which could help in determining how 

severe a fire season may be several months before it arrives.  

 Knowing the moisture of a fuel supply can improve predictions of how fast a wildfire may spread, but measuring it from 

samples collected in the field is time-consuming and labor-intensive.  

 Remote sensing offers a possible alternative, and earlier studies have shown that soil moisture (the water contained in 

the soil) correlates well with fuel moisture.  

 

 German Gracity Resource Climae Experiment (GRACE): 
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 The researchers correlated records of wildfire occurrences across the US from 2003 through 2012 with soil moisture 

measurements from the U.S./German Gravity Recovery and Climate Experiment (GRACE) satellite mission and US 

Geological Survey data on vegetation and landscape types.  

 

 They found that although each landscape type varied in average soil moisture and average number of fires, in every 

landscape type, the number of small fires increased after a wet pre-season.  

 

 

 CBSE ties up with Ramakrishna mission to teach harmony, humility to students  

 
 The CBSE has tied up with the Ramakrishna mission to impart value education to its students and make them 

"awakened" citizens with values of peace, harmony, humility and cooperation.  

 

 Values such as harmony, peace, compassion and humility have for centuries been a part of the discourse of every society 

of the world and their need and importance is universally accepted and felt.  

 

 With the objective to strengthen, promote and develop cooperation in promoting values education, the Ramakrishna 

Mission, New Delhi has prepared 'Awakened Citizen Programme' for teachers and students. 

 

 This programme is a three-year graded Values Education programme for students of classes 6-8 (or classes 7-9).  

 

 The schools that opt for this programme are required to allot 16 periods per year and are to be committed for a minimum 

period of three years. As the programme involves initial two days' training of teachers conducted in the school, the 

schools desirous of enrolling into the programmes will also have to register with the Ramakrishna Mission. 


