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1.  “Technology and Finance key for countries like India that can simultaneously 

address Climate change and developmental needs”-Elaborate. 

 
 For India, climate change is not about politics, but a moral commitment. 

 Even though India’s contribution to global emissions is about one-third of the global average and carbon dioxide 

stock is just about 3 per cent, India has declared its ambitious Intended Nationally Determined Contributions 

(INDC). 

 On the domestic front, India envisages an increase in the overall renewable energy installed to capacity to 175 GW 

by 2022. 

 To achieve our climate goals, Government is implementing the National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) 

which encompasses eight national missions. 

 The broad policy initiatives of the government are supplemented by actions of the State Governments through 

their State Action Plan on Climate Change. 

 distribution of energy efficient appliances-LED light distribution 

 Government of India is also implementing its own National Adaptation Fund with a corpus of Rs. 350 crore 

 At the international level, under the leadership of the Prime Minister, India launched the International Solar 

Alliance (ISA) jointly with the French Government.  

 Technology and finance are the key for countries like India that can simultaneously address climate change and 

our development needs.  
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 Access to clean air, water and a liveable climate are inalienable human rights and solving this crisis is our moral 

obligation. 

 For us in India, protecting the environment and ensuring justice to our future generations of children is considered a 

moral duty.  

 India has taken several initiatives to address the issues related to climate change including taking forward the 

concept of “climate justice and sustainable lifestyles”, which forms an integral part of the Paris Agreement.  

 

2. Ministry of Railways extends the facility of booking of tickets from counters 

through UPI/BHIM Apps Payment System.   

 
 Major boost to Government’s key initiative of cashless transactions and passenger friendly measures. 

 No additional charges will be levied from passengers making payment at railway counters using UPI/BHIM for a 

period of 3 months. 

 The facility of payment through UPI/BHIM for booking of e-tickets online on IRCTC Website has already been 

implemented earlier. Now, this facility is being extended to the tickets being booked from railway counters. 

 

 Benefits to Passengers: 

 

a)  Offers additional payment option to customers availing railway services. 

b)  Safe to use as no need to share bank account or credit/debit card number. 

b)     No worry of losing cash or card. 

c)      Easy to use and supports payment through multiple banks on real time basis. 
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 Benefits to Railways: 

  

a) Promotes Government’s initiative for increasing digital/cashless transaction,. 

b) Reduces hassles of cash collection and handling. 

c) Reconciliation and settlement will be simplified. 

 UPI 

 Unified Payments Interface (UPI) is a system that powers multiple bank accounts into a single mobile 

application (of any participating bank), merging several banking features, seamless fund routing & merchant 

payments into one hood. 

  It also caters to the "Peer to Peer" collect request which can be scheduled and paid as per requirement and 

convenience. 

 Initially many banks have offered their own UPI applications for the customers creating little confusion among 

them on which UPI app to be used. For convenience of the users, a UPI App called BHIM has been developed by 

GOI. 

 BHIM 

 BHIM (Bharat Interface for Money) is a Mobile App developed by National Payments Corporation of India 

(NPCI), based on the Unified Payment Interface (UPI).  

 BHIM is inter-operable with other Unified Payment Interface (UPI) applications and bank accounts. 
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3. SMEs have to be strengthened to play a bigger role in country’s economic 

prosperity 

 

Probable Question : 

 
a) What are SME’s ?Briefly analyse their significance in India’s Inclusive development and growth. 

 

 SME :  

 

 Small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs, also small and medium enterprises) or small and medium-sized 

businesses (SMBs) are businesses whose personnel numbers fall below certain limits. 

 Small and medium scale enterprises (SMEs) are understood in India as enterprises where the investment in plant 

and machinery or equipments is between  

 

 Rs. 25 lakhs to Rs. 10 crores  in case of a manufacturing industry and 

 Rs. 10 lakh to Rs. 5 Crore  in case of a service sector enterprise. 

 This definition is provided in Section 7 of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises Development  Act, 2006. 

 

 Reference 

Manufacturing Sector 

Enterprises Investment in plant machinery 

Micro Enterprises Does not exceed 25 lakh rupees 

Small Enterprises More than 25 lakh rupees but does not exceed 5 crore 
rupees 
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Medium Enterprises More than 5 crore rupees but does not exceed 10 crore 
rupees 

Service Sector 

Enterprises Investment in equipments 

Micro Enterprises Does not exceed 10 lakh rupees: 

Small Enterprises More than10 lakh rupees but does not exceed 2 crore 
rupees 

Medium Enterprises More than 2 crore rupees but does not exceed 5 core 
rupees 

 

 Importance of SME’s 

 

 India’s Formal SME sector contributes to 45% og India’s GDP and gives employment to 46 crore people. 

 SME sector in India is the second largest employment provider after agriculture. 

 It is also showing a growing trend. 

 Apart from generating employment and wealth, SMEs play a critical role in equitable distribution of growth. 

 The SMEs represent the backbone of global economic activity and play a crucial role in alleviating poverty and ensuring 

inclusive economic growth. 

  In sustaining this planet and ensuring a greener future for posterity, the SMEs can play a crucial role by adopting practices 

that will not impact the environment and harm the present and future generations. 

 

 Challenges :  

 

 they face constraints in accessing finance and taxation issues. 

 handicapped by skill gaps, poor technology, regulatory complexities and trade barriers.  

 The United Nations had adopted the “2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development” in September 2015. 
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 This universal agenda has provided the base that the countries may adopt in economic, social and 

environmental spheres while formulating the national development strategies. 

 

 Way Forward: 

 

 In the context of SDGs, inclusive and sustainable industrialization and SME development must be the primary development agenda of 

the national governments, so as to address the critical issues around economic growth, job creation, social stability, and 

environmental protection. 

  It is also imperative to forge linkages with all other SDGs as regards job creation, sustainable livelihoods, SME development, better 

health, technology and skills development as well as food security, green technologies, environmental protection, building resilient 

cities and climate change mitigation.  

 

4.  India needs to complement its rich human connectivity with physical and 

infrastructural connectivity  

 

 Probable questions: 
1. What is Human connectivity? Briefly explain how along with physical; and infrastructural connectivity it will 

play important role in India’s development. 

2. What is society ? How much importance does a society have when it comes to development of nation? 

 

 EXCERPTS FROM PRESIDENT’S LECTURE : 
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 all political stake-holders as well as civil society groups – including the Church and Church-affiliated 

groups, women’s groups and other non-governmental organisations – have got together to create an 

atmosphere for peace and development. 

 India is a nation of astonishing diversity. 

 In our country – and even within states of our country – we see a huge variety of ethnic and religious 

identities, and so many languages, cultures and customs, modes of dress, food habits and types of 

cuisine.  

 This diversity is our strength. 

 It enriches each of us and contributes to both the unity and the wonder of India. It is important to 

preserve and cherish this diversity. 

 economic integration and the movement of people from one part of the country to another for work or 

education are making all of us much more familiar with each other. 

 They contribute, they earn, they stand out for their professionalism – and they add to the cultural wealth of 

our shared society. 

 It is this human connectivity that makes our country so unique. 

  It is important to complement it with physical and infrastructural connectivity in Mizoram and the rest 

of the Northeast. 

 

 

 What is Human Connectivity and its importance . 

 

 “A human being is a part of the whole called by us universe, a part limited in time and space. He experiences 

himself, his thoughts and feeling as something separated from the rest, a kind of optical delusion of his 

consciousness. This delusion is a kind of prison for us, restricting us to our personal desires and to affection for a 

few persons nearest to us. Our task must be to free ourselves from this prison by widening our circle of 

compassion to embrace all living creatures and the whole of nature in its beauty.” 
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 No significant learning can occur in life without a significant relationship. 

 Progress results from human interaction. 

 

  Advances in knowledge, transportation, communication, technology and industry have aided in social development 

only to the extent that they have brought greater numbers of people closer.  

 It is only human ingenuity that has achieved. 

 

  Historically, every event that marks a step forward in social evolution coincides with a discovery, invention or 

organizational innovation that brings people closer in contact. When two people meet, the knowledge, 

resourcefulness and capacity that they bring together grow not cumulatively but exponentially.  

 

 Thus every additional connection made to the human network adds to its depth and richness.  

 When this is done at a larger scale, between entire cultures and civilizations, the result is an explosion of creativity.  

 Urbanization and advances in technology have accelerated this interchange between people and cultures.  

 Unlike all other resources, human capital is inexhaustible, self-replenishing and has the potential to meet and 

overcome every challenge the world faces today. 

  The logistics of bringing human minds together effectively holds the key to consciously accelerating human 

progress. 

 

 

5. We must respect, preserve and propagate mother tongues 

 
 Probable questions: 

 
1. What do you mean by Mother Tongue? Why do we need to respect, preserve and propagate mother language? 
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 Literature not only encapsulates the fertile imagination of the writers and poets, but also reflects the realities of a society. 

  It holds a mirror to the social mores, culture, ills and all that is good in a society. 

  Language acts like a bridge and creates an emotional bonding between the people. 

 

 Mother Tongue : 

 

 The Census of India 1961 identified 1652 "mother tongues." "Mother tongues" thus identified may not have been 

identical to the languages, dialects, or even speech forms of the individuals.  

 These were the labels used by the individuals to identify their speech, when asked to give the name of the early 

childhood language used in the household of the individual. 

 

 Importance: 

 

 Mother tongue is one of the most powerful tools used to preserve and convey culture. 

 Mother tongue is important as a precursor to the world. It is through your mother tongue that you 1st learn how to 

communicate. 

 Often times we learn other languages by cross referencing it with our own regardless. 

  Learning does not start in school. It starts in the home and in the learner's mother tongue.  

 

6. Cabinet approves setting up of National Nutrition Mission 

 
 Probable Question: 

 

a) What is National Nutrition Mission? What are its features? Briefly describe. 
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 Setting up of National Nutrition Mission (NNM) with a three year budget of Rs.9046.17 crore commencing from 

2017-18. 

 

 

 

 Features: 

 The NNM, as an apex body, will monitor, supervise, fix targets and guide the nutrition related interventions across the 

Ministries. 

 

 The proposal consists of 

 

         Mapping of various Schemes contributing towards addressing malnutrition 

         introducing a very robust convergence mechanism 

         ICT based Real Time Monitoring system 

         incentivizing States/UTs for meeting the targets 

         incentivizing Anganwadi Workers (AWWs) for using IT based tools 

         eliminating registers used by AWWs 

         introducing measurement of height of children at the Anganwadi Centres (AWCs) 

         Social Audits 

         Setting-up Nutrition Resource Centres, involving masses through Jan Andolan for their participation on nutrition 

through various activities, among others. 

 

 Major impact: 

  

 The programme through the targets will strive to reduce the level of stunting, under-nutrition, anemia and low 

birth weight babies. 

 It will create synergy, ensure better monitoring, issue alerts for timely action, and encourage States/UTs to perform, 

guide and supervise the line Ministries and States/UTs to achieve the targeted goals. 
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7. Resource Efficiency- the key to a sustainable future  

 
 Probable questions: 

 

a) Amidst the resource crisis, especially the critical natural resources, How much important is resource utilization 

going to be. Briefly Analyse. 

 

 Using the resources efficiently to produce more while utilizing less has been one of the tested and trusted ways for a 

sustainable future. 

 It not only ensures the security of the resources but also minimizes the environment impact. In order to ensure that the two 

ends meet. 

 CII has released the first ever Strategy on Resource Efficiency for India which also includes an action plan for promoting 

resource efficiency in India. 

 

 Highlights of the RE Strategy: 
 

 

The Resource Efficiency Strategy includes the core-action plan for the period 2017-2018 and medium term action plan for 2017 
– 2020 with the following key elements: 
  Institutional development including setting up an inter-departmental committee and Task force of experts, 
·        Capacity development at various levels for strengthening of capacities and sharing of best practices, 
·        Development of an indicator monitoring framework for baseline analysis  
·        Launch of Short term course on RE under the MHRD GIAN Programme 
·        Promotional and regulatory tools in selected sectors (automotive and construction) such as Ecolabeling for 
Secondary Raw Material (SRM) products, recycling standards, R&D and Technology Development, Sustainable Public 
Procurement, development of Industrial clusters and waste-exchange platform, information sharing & awareness generation 
along with development of sectoral action plans. 
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 Background: 

  
 Resource efficiency is a strategy to achieve the maximum possible benefit with least possible resource input.  

 

 Fostering resource efficiency aims at governing and intensifying resource utilisation in a purposeful and effective way. 
 

 Such judicious resource use brings about multiple benefits along the three dimensions of sustainable development - 
economic, social and environmental. 
 

 

 Conclusion 

 It is expected that the strategy will pave the way forward in taking the agenda towards resource security and minimizing environment 

impact by setting up a framework.  

 

 The strategy implementation would also identify need for setting up a Bureau for Resource Efficiency (BRE) which creates a prominence 

and enabling platform for this topic like the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) in India. 

 

 

8. India re-elected as Member of International Maritime Council for two years 

(2018-19)  
 India re-elected as Member of International Maritime Council for two years (2018-19)  

 India has been one of the earliest members of the IMO, having ratified its Convention and joined it as a member-state in the 

year 1959.  

 India has had the privilege of being elected to and serving the Council of the IMO, ever since it started functioning, and 

till date, except for two years for the period 1983-1984.  
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 India is a party to 34 IMO Conventions and protocols and is currently in the advanced stage of ratifying Ballast Water 

Convention and Bunker Convention.  

 India has already deposited with the ILO, instrument of ratification of the Seafarers’ Identity Documents Convention 

(revised), 2003 and Maritime Labour Convention, 2006. 

 India continues to provide services of its expert manpower to the IMO, as and when required. The IMO’s panel of auditors 

for the Voluntary IMO Member State Audit Scheme (VIMSAS) and Goal Based Standards (CBS) has a number of auditors 

from India. 

 

 

9. SC notice to govt on PIL to ban convicts from heading parties  

 

 Probable Question: 

 
a) Critically analyse different sections of Section 29A of RPA, 1951. 

 

 News Excerpt: 

 
 The Supreme Court today sought the responses of the government and the Election Commission on a PIL seeking to 

restrain convicted politicians from running and holding posts in political parties.  

 A bench comprising Chief Justice Dipak Misra and Justices A M Khanwilkar and D Y Chandrachud agreed to examine 

the validity and contours of Section 29A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951.  

 Registration of associations and bodies as political parties with the Election Commission are dealt under this section.  

 Convicted politicians are barred under the law from contesting elections but they can still run a political party and hold 

posts in them, besides deciding as to who will become a lawmaker.  
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 The plea has sought directions to the Centre and the Election Commission of India to frame guidelines to decriminalise 

the electoral system and ensure inner-party democracy as proposed by the National Commission to Review the Working 

of the Constitution (NCRWC).  

 It also said that proliferation of political parties has become a major concern as Section 29A of the Act allows a small 

group of people to form a party by making a very simple declaration. 
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