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DESCRIPTIVE  QUESTIONS  FOR  MAIN  EXAMINATION 

1.Is the Supreme Court facing an institutional crisis? Critically analyze in the context of independence 

of judiciary. (Indian Polity) 

2. Briefly elucidate about India’s commitment to deepening ties with the ASEAN member states and 

the wider Indo-Pacific region as part of the ‘Act East’ policy. (Foreign Affairs)(HINDU EDITORIAL) 

MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION      

                          1. K. Veeraswami v. Union of India (1991) case is recently in news, it is related to 

which of the following? (Indian Polity) 

a) Fundamental Rights 

b) Judges of High Courts/Supreme Courts 

c) Preamble 

d) None of these 

2. Which of the following countries is first to legalise same-sex marriage? (Current Affairs) 

a) Netherland 

b) Belgium 

c) Malta 

d) Italy 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS 

MODEL ANSWERS 



 

 

 

1. Current Controversy: The registration of an FIR against a retired judge of the Orissa High Court 

and some other persons, for allegedly attempting to influence through extraneous means 

proceedings in the Supreme Court, must therefore be viewed with circumspection if not scepticism. 

In K. Veeraswami v. Union of India (1991), the Supreme Court laid down the law clearly: “We 

therefore direct that no criminal case shall be registered under Section 154, Cr. P. C. against judge of 

the High Court, Chief Justice of High Court or judge of the Supreme Court unless the Chief Justice of 

India is consulted in the matter. If the Chief Justice of India himself is the person against whom the 

allegations of criminal misconduct are received, the government shall consult any other judge or 

judges of the Supreme Court. 

Judiciary versus executive: Since then, the executive has been ‘itching’ to wrest this power back 

from the judges. The discourse on purported judicial activism, the Judicial Standards and 

Accountability Bill, 2010 that lapsed on the dissolution of the 15th Lok Sabha, and the National 

Judicial Appointments Commission Act (NJAC), 2014 that was subsequently struck down by the 

Supreme Court with a majority of 4-1 as violative of the basic structure doctrine are but 

manifestations of that struggle for supremacy. 

The Supreme Court’s striking down of the NJAC has not been taken very kindly by the current 

National Democratic Alliance government. One mechanism that Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 

his not-so-merry men have exploited to the hilt is the back door that the Supreme Court 

inadvertently left ajar by providing a role for the government in conceptualising the Memorandum 

of Procedure (MoP) that would regulate the process of appointment of judges to the higher 

judiciary. The government has skilfully utilised the protracted negotiations over the MoP to hobble 

appointments to the higher judiciary. 

In the context of independence of judiciary: 

Lawyers and judges are intelligent people but politics can be devious business, especially at a time 

when a great evil stalks our land. The highest court needs to go very deep into the matter and 

separate fact from ostensibly deliberate fiction, for what is at stake is the very independence of the 

judiciary. 

2. Centre of global politics: 

The Indo-Pacific region is now central to global politics and economics and recent days have merely 

reinforced the trends that have been emerging for some time. China is the most important player in 



 

 

the region, and as Chinese President Xi Jinping made clear in his speech at the recent Communist 

Party Congress, Beijing is now more confident than ever of projecting regional and global power. In 

this, China has had the good fortune of having an administration in the U.S. that lacks seriousness of 

purpose and is unable to communicate effectively its priorities for the region. This makes this period 

of transition very significant for countries like India that have a stake in the long-term stability of the 

region. 

For a balance of power: 

The ASEAN members and India together consist one of the largest economic regions with a total 

population of about 1.8 billion. ASEAN is currently India’s fourth largest trading partner, accounting 

for 10.2% of India’s total trade. India is ASEAN’s seventh largest trading partner. India’s service-

oriented economy perfectly complements the manufacturing-based economies of ASEAN countries. 

There is, however, considerable scope for further growth. Formidable security challenges remain, 

and the two sides must think strategically to increase cooperation for a favourable balance of power 

that would ensure regional stability. 

Looking ahead: 

India needs to do a more convincing job as a beneficial strategic partner of ASEAN by boosting its 

domestic economic reforms agenda, enhancing connectivity within the region, and increasing its 

presence in regional institutions. The ASEAN nations should be clearer and more specific in their 

expectations from New Delhi and nudge India for a deeper, more broad-based engagement. There is 

much at stake for both sides. 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S)  

1.b 

Explanation: Refer to Q.1 of descriptive section. 

2.a 

Explanation: Same –sex marriage was first legalised country - wide in Netherlands in 2000. 


