
 

 

 

APTI Q 

The Hindu Dt: 13/11/2017 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION 

1. State whether Aadhaar-based Biometric Authentication (ABBA) has no role in reducing 

corruption? (Governance) 

2. Do you think recent regional coalition ‘quad’ will be a counter to the china’s BRI? (International 

Relations) 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS 

MODEL ANSWERS 

1. Context: For months, the Central government has been insisting on 100% Aadhaar “seeding” 

across schemes such as the PDS, Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 

(MGNREGA) and pensions. Seeding refers to the practice of entering Aadhaar numbers for each 

household member on the ration card. It is a pre-requisite for the Aadhaar-based Biometric 

Authentication (ABBA) system, the practice of using an electronic point of sale (PoS) machine to 

authenticate each transaction. The government has made seeding and the ABBA mandatory in the 

PDS. As explained below, the distinction between seeding and the ABBA is important. 

Reducing Corruption:  What most people don’t realise is that the ABBA has no role in reducing 

corruption. If the ABBA helps reduce corruption, it might be worth fixing these failures. Quantity 

fraud is the practice of cheating on quantities sold. Neither seeding nor the ABBA can stop quantity 

fraud. In a survey in Jharkhand, dealers continue to swindle people by cutting up to a kg of their 

grain entitlement despite successful ABBA authentication. Identity fraud, for example in the form of 

duplicate ration cards, only requires Aadhaar-seeding; the ABBA is unnecessary. Two caveats on 

seeding: it can be foolproof against identity fraud only in a universal system. More seriously, it raises 

privacy issues. 

Further, in Aadhaar’s rulebook for example, an elderly person asking a neighbour to fetch their grain 

would count as identity fraud. In fact, it is flexibility that is lost when the ABBA is made mandatory. 

Concluding remark: 



 

 

The ABBA must be withdrawn immediately from the PDS and pensions in favour of alternative 

technologies such as smart cards. This will allow us to keep the baby (offline PoS machines with 

smart cards) and throw out the bathwater (Internet dependence and biometric authentication). 

If the government continues to insist on the ABBA, there is only one conclusion that can be drawn. 

That it is actively trying to sabotage the PDS, which, quite literally, is a lifeline for the poor. 

2. “Indo-Pacific” over “Asia-Pacific”: By Japan and India coming together in this way, this “broader 

Asia” will evolve into an immense network spanning the entirety of the Pacific Ocean, incorporating 

the United States of America and Australia. Open and transparent, this network will allow people, 

goods, capital, and knowledge to flow freely. 

By Japan and India coming together in this way, this “broader Asia” will evolve into an immense 

network spanning the entirety of the Pacific Ocean, incorporating the United States of America and 

Australia. Open and transparent, this network will allow people, goods, capital, and knowledge to 

flow freely. 

Looking ahead: India finds itself at a crossroads of grand alliances unfolding in the Indian Ocean 

Region. While one axis is a maritime one across the Indo-Pacific, the other is land-based, extending 

from Afghanistan into Southeast Asia. Interestingly, both are intended to act as a check on China’s 

growing clout. 

Of late, the U.S. has been more vocal in its desire to include Australia in the India-Japan-U.S. security 

cooperation in the Indian Ocean Region, referred to as the “quad” — a quadrilateral alliance of “like-

minded” countries. Taking it a step further, Japanese Foreign Minister Taro Kono has called for the 

inclusion of France and Germany.  

Against this backdrop, the prospect of quadrilateral discussions in Manila has generated 

considerable global interest on the possible outcome.  


