
 

 

                                 

                         APTI Q 

                       The Hindu Dt: 07/11/2017 

 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1. Briefly elucidate the immediate impact of Russian revolution on colonies like India. (World 

History) (Hindu Editorial) 

2. What is social progress Index? How it helps in measuring social progress in individual states in 

India? Do you think economic development is negatively co-related with social progress? (Social 

Justice) (Hindu Editorial) 

3. Discuss the role of separatist in restoring peace in Jammu & Kashmir? (Internal Security) 

 

                                                             DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS 

                                                                 MODEL ANSWERS  

1. Context:  A century ago, on November 7, the world was shaken by a revolution in Russia. Public 

recollection on the centenary has been scanty in India thus far, perhaps out of the fear that 

remembering the Russian Revolution is tantamount to endorsing its outcomes. 

Impact on colonies: The other consequence of the Russian Revolution was for Europe’s colonies. 

While Stalin’s initiatives for ending colonialism were notably absent, the early communist movement 

had a global ambition aiming for the emancipation of all subject peoples. This was to have an impact 

on India. Though the communists never had a hold on the British working classes, the latter 

supported the revolution in Russia as did the British Labour party, which drew its support from the 

workers. It was natural that its commitment to socialism would extend to Indian independence. The 

Labour Party was to redeem its pledge. Winning the elections after the Second World War, the party 



 

 

withdrew British rule from India. Though the subsequent return to power of the Conservative Party 

under Churchill was to, predictably, delay the decolonisation process, Indian independence had a 

domino effect on Europe’s colonial possessions. 

Concluding thought: To end on a more mundane note, for almost three decades after Khrushchev’s 

denunciation of Stalin, India enjoyed warm relations with the former Soviet Union. We received 

loans and other forms of economic assistance and political support in a notoriously partisan UN 

Security Council. An aspect of the former was the rupee-rouble trade whereby the Soviet Union 

accepted payment in rupees in exchange for vital goods needed by India, including defence 

equipment, oil and fertilizer. This mattered for the economy, for otherwise hard currency would 

have had to be earned on the international market before these goods could be had. 

2. Social Progress Index: The Social Progress Index measures the extent to which countries provide 

for the social and environmental needs of their citizens. Fifty-four indicators in the areas of basic 

human needs, foundations of well-being, and opportunity to progress show the relative 

performance of nations. The index is published by the nonprofit Social Progress Imperative, and is 

based on the writings of Amartya Sen, Douglass North, and Joseph Stiglitz.The SPI measures the well-

being of a society by observing social and environmental outcomes directly rather than the 

economic factors. The social and environmental factors include wellness (including health, shelter 

and sanitation), equality, inclusion, sustainability and personal freedom and safety. 

Social progress in individual states in India: All the States have climbed the social progress ladder, 

with the group of States that had the worst performance in 2005 — Tripura, Meghalaya, Uttar 

Pradesh, Odisha, Rajasthan, Jharkhand and Bihar — now showing improvement. This suggests that 

States with a relatively low level of social progress can improve rapidly. Similarly, in States that have 

achieved a threshold level of social progress, driving improvements becomes more difficult. This is 

backed by the fact that average improvement is the lowest among the group of States that were 

categorised as “Very High Social. 

Social progress vis-à-vis economic development: 

The greatest improvements have been in areas where social progress most often accompanies 

economic prosperity. On the other hand, areas where performance has declined or stagnated is 

where the correlation with economic development is weak. For instance, “Access to Information & 

Communication and Inclusion” depicts a strong relationship with per capita GDP and are the ones 

that have improved the most over the years. And “Health and Wellness & Environmental Quality”, 

that are least correlated with economic development, have eroded. This suggests that States should 



 

 

focus on policies that target social issues. The focus on economic parameters will result in 

unbalanced social development. 

Concluding remark: The overall findings show that while the economy is on the right track, there is 

an urgent need to identify and focus on social parameters. The reliance on the idea that economic 

development will automatically transform social conditions will hamper further improvements in 

social progress. Social progress needs to be stimulated by focussing on policies directly targeting 

social issues. 

3. Context: Secession in India typically refers to state secession, which is the withdrawal of one or 

more states from the Republic of India. Some have argued for secession as a natural right of 

revolution. All Parties Hurriyat Conference (APHC) is an alliance of 26 political, social and religious 

organizations formed on March 9, 1993, as a united political front to raise the cause of Kashmiri 

separatism. This alliance has historically been viewed positively by Pakistan as it contests the claim 

of the Indian government over the State of Jammu and Kashmir. 

Restoring Peace: Whether credible or not, Hurriyat thinking is still a factor in Kashmir as much as 

Pakistan. Basically, the Kashmiri is not at peace with the status quo. The peace with honour he 

bargained for still eludes him. The reason that we have reservations about talking to the Hurriyat 

and to Pakistan are the very reasons we need to talk to them. The magic of democracy is that 

hardliners get moderated and mainstreamed. The majority realise that their future lies with India. 

They deserve a chance. 

Looking ahead: Nothing can redeem their credibility better than engagement. As Mufti Mohammad 

Sayeed would say, there is no better way but to talk. Not talking is no longer an option, if it ever 

even was. 

 

 


