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1. Niti Aayog panel to help revamp gold market  

 
 Policy think tank Niti Aayog is forming a `Committee to Transform India's 

Gold Market' under the chairmanship of Ratan P Watal . 
 

 The committee will meet shortly in Delhi to  
 
 take stock of the global gold market and how India can leverage its status 

of a leading consumer of gold 
  possibly revamp the Gold Monetisation Scheme, 
  analyse growth drivers of gold and industries related to it  
 explore methods to incentivise trade to fully report financial transactions 

to facilitate curtailment of black money.  
 It will also examine the duty structure on gold, currently at 10 per cent, 

and suggest changes.  
 

 India imports 600-650 tonnes of gold annually. But since duty on gold was 
increased in stages from 2 per cent to 10 per cent in 2013 to curb a ballooning 
current account deficit, smuggling of bullion has begun.   

 
 
 

2. Volcanic CO2 to blame for warmest period in 66 mn years  
 

 The most rapid and extreme natural global warming event of the last 66 million years 
was driven by massive carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions from volcanoes during the 
formation of the North Atlantic Ocean.  
 

 the period is known as Palaeocene-Eocene Thermal Maximum (PETM)  
 

 It  lasted for around 150 thousand years 
 

  global temperatures increased by at least five degrees Celsius -- a temperature 
increase comparable with projections of modern climate beyond the end of this 
century.  
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 The PETM period occurred some 56 million years ago and is believed to be the most 
rapid and extreme natural global warming event of the last 66 million years.  
 

 How the ancient Earth system responded to this carbon injection at the PETM can tell us 
a great deal about how it might respond in the future to man-made climate change . 

 

3. Assam declared disturbed area for six months beyond August 31, 
2017  
 

 Government of Assam by a notification from the Home and Political Department  
 

 has declared the entire state of Assam as disturbed area for 6 (Six) months beyond 
August 31, 2017 unless withdrawn earlier as per power conferred under Armed Forces 

(Special Powers) Act, 1958.  
 

 It has been declared after assessing the present law and order situation in the State 
which has continued to be a matter of concern due to some violent incidents by 
underground outfits  
 

 Centre last month extended the disturbed area under the controversial Armed Forces 
(Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) for one more month in entire Assam.  
 

 AFSPA was clamped in the state since 1990, when insurgency was at its peak.  
 

 Tripura had withdrawn AFSPA, Nagaland government is demanded 
withdrawal of the AFSPA from the state.There is AFSPA is in Manipur 
however there is no AFSPA in Mizoram.   

 

 

 

2nd  SEPTEMBER 

1. Improve work culture, tax administration by 2022: PM 

Narendra Modi  

 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi exhorted tax officials  

 

 to improve their work-culture,  

 incorporate both a ‗sense of urgency‘,  
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 ‗measurability‘, in their performance  

 

 Modi made his remarks after the inaugurating the Rajasva Gyan Sangam, a 

joint conference of direct and indirect tax officials.  

 

 The prime minister said that besides economic integration of the country, and 

transparency in the system, the Goods & Services Tax (GST) has brought more 

than 17 lakh new traders into the indirect tax system within two months.  

 

 

 to enable all traders to take maximum benefit of GST, we should work towards 

ensuring that all traders, including even relatively smaller traders with a 

turnover below Rs 20 lakh, should register with the GST system . 

 

 The prime minister asked the officers to fix clear targets to improve the country's 

tax administration by 2022, the 75th anniversary of independence.  

 

 

 Human interface must be kept to a minimum in the tax administration's 

dealings. 

 use of data analytical tools to proactively track and determine undeclared 

income and wealth  

 

 to come up with a time-bound solution to ‗tax raised and not realised‘,  

 He also suggested complete reworking of human resource management in the 

tax departments to strengthen the data analytics and investigation wing.   

 

 

2. We need to strike a balance between privacy and transparency  

 

 Supreme Court held privacy as a fundamental right . 

 The judgement exempts national security, crime detection and dissipation of 

social benefits from the purview of privacy  

 a balance will now have to be struck between need for transparency and 

privacy and the ruling cannot be cited to shield information on suspicious cash 

spending. 
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 transparency and sharing information is also  important in the interest of 

revenue generation  

 In a major move aimed at promoting transparency in political funding  the 

Finance Minister had in this year's Budget speech announced capping of 

anonymous cash donations to political parties at Rs 2,000 and introduced 

electoral bonds.  

 the proposed bonds will resemble a promissory note and not an interest-

paying debt instrument.  

 They will be sold by authorised banks and can be deposited in notified 

accounts of political parties within the duration of their validity.  

 The bonds will not carry the name of the donor and  

 routing of the money through banks will ensure that only tax paid money 

comes into the political system.   

 

 

3. SECC data collected in 2011 still lying unused  

 
 The government is yet to take a decision on how to use Socio Economic and 

Caste Census (SECC) data for identifying beneficiaries of welfare schemes in 

urban areas.  

 These data were captured in 2011.  

 

 Though rural development ministry has plans to use the SECC data pertaining 

to villages and proposes to update the data for identifying the right beneficiaries, 

  it is dragging its feet following the recent Supreme Court order on privacy and 

pending the decision on Aadhaar by the apex court.  

 

 The SECC data were collected separately in urban areas and across villages.  

 

 

 Since the data collected dates back to 2011 there is a need to update them. The 

socio economic condition of people may have changed in the past six years  

 If government accepts the Bibek Debroy committee recommendations, 

 

 which submitted reports on using SECC data in urban areas,  
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 then those having a fourroom set or four-wheeler or an air conditioner 

will be automatically excluded from being eligible for social benefits in 

urban areas.  

 Households owning all of the three items -refrigerators, washing 

machines and two-wheelers -will also be automatically excluded.  

 All social welfare benefits are reaching people. Any clarity on updating and 

how to use the data will make it easier.   

 

4. Nepal signs UN development assistance framework 

 

 The Nepalese government has signed the UN Development Assistance 

Framework (UNDAF) for 2018-2022, which lays out the development strategy for 

the next five years.  

 The agreement was signed between the government's planning body National 

Planning Commission and the UN team in Nepal . 

 $635 million package involving 26 individual UN agencies was aimed at assisting 

Nepal in four areas – 

 

 inclusive economic growth,  

 social development,  

 climate change adaptation  

 disaster risk reduction.  

 Nepal has expressed high hope that the assistance framework will contribute to 

achieving Agenda 2030 for sustainable development.   

 

5. New climate-based system for India can predict dengue 

spread  

 
 Scientists have developed a system that can predict the spread of dengue in different 

parts of India, based on climatic factors, an advance that may help take preventive 

measures against the deadly infection.  
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 The team, in collaboration with researchers from Indian Institute of Chemical 

Technology (IICT) in Hyderabad and National Institute of Pharmaceutical Education 

and Research (NIPER) in Guwahati, focused on changes in a factor called 'extrinsic 

incubation period (EIP)' of the dengue virus by taking into account daily and monthly 

mean temperatures in these areas.  

 

 

 EIP is the time taken for incubation of the virus in the mosquito. During this period, 

after the mosquito draws a virus-rich-blood meal, the virus escapes the gut, passes 

through the mosquito's body and reaches it salivary glands.  

 

 Once this happens, the mosquito is infectious and capable of transmitting the virus to 

a human host. 

 

 

  It has been found that climatic conditions play an important role in EIP.  

 

 With increasing temperatures, feeding increases because of enhanced metabolism of 

the mosquito, leading to shorter EIPs.  

 However, a further increase in temperature beyond 35 degrees Celsius is detrimental 

to the mosquito survival.  

 It has been found that EIP is the shortest during the monsoon season in most states and 

therefore there is an enhanced risk of dengue during this time.  

 This climate-based dengue forecasting model could help health authorities to assess the 

disease intensity in a geographic region, based on that they can plan disease control 

operations well in advance and optimise the use of resources meticulously . 

 

 

 

3rd   SEPTEMBER 

1. Sattriya , a concert art form  

 
 Dr Indira PP Bora. The first female artist to receive the Sangeet Natak 

Akademi award in Sattriya dance in 1996 
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  Bora is a leading pioneer of the dance form.  

 Sattriya  is a major Indian classical dance. 

 It is a dance-drama performance art with origins in the Krishna-centered 

Vaishnavism monasteries of Assam,  

  attributed to the 15th century Bhakti movement scholar and saint 

named Srimanta Sankardev. 

 One-act plays of Sattriya are called Ankiya Nat,  

 which combine the aesthetic and the religious through a ballad, dance 

and drama 

  The themes played relate to Krishna and Radha, sometimes other 

Vishnu avatars such as Rama and Sita. 

 It was Recognized  as a classical dance in 2000 by Sangeet Natak Akademi of 

India. 

 One distinctive part of the Sattriya dance inside temples and monasteries is that 

the dance is not celebrated before any idol, but is performed before a copy of 

the Bhagavata Purana placed in eastern (sun rise) corner called Manikut of the 

dance hall (namghar) 

 Sattriya repertoire (marg) includes nritta (pure dance, solo), nritya (expressive dance, 
solo), and natya (dramatic play, group). Like all major classical Indian dance forms, 
those three categories of performances are:[25][26] 

 The Nritta  
 

o performance is abstract, fast and rhythmic aspect of the dance.  
o The viewer is presented with pure movement in Nritta,  
o wherein the emphasis is the beauty in motion, form, speed, range 

and pattern.  
o This part of the repertoire has no interpretative aspect, no telling 

of story.  
 

 The Nritya  
 

o is slower and expressive aspect of the dance that attempts to 
communicate feelings, storyline particularly with spiritual themes 

o  In a nritya, the performance expands to include story-telling,  
o the silent expression of words through gestures and body motion 

set to musical notes.  
o This part of a repertoire is more than sensory enjoyment, it aims to 

engage the emotions and mind of the viewer.  
 The Natya  

 
o is a play, typically a team performance,  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classical_Indian_dance
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assam
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ankia_Naat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avatar
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o but can be acted out by a solo performer  
o where the dancer uses certain standardized body movements to 

indicate a new character in the underlying story.  
o A Natya incorporates the elements of a Nritya 

 
 

 The basic dance unit and exercise of a Sattriya is called a Mati Akhara 

 the male costume comprising the dhoti and chadar and the paguri ( turban) and the 
female costume comprising the ghuri, chadar and kanchi (waist cloth). 

 Sattriya Nritya is accompanied by musical compositions called borgeets (composed 
by Sankardeva and Shree Shree madhavdev, among others) which are based on 
classical ragas. 

 A key musical instrument that accompanies a Sattriya performance are khols  

 Accompanying the khol are various types of Talas or cymbals (Manjira, Bhortal, Bihutal, 
Patital, Khutital) and the flute (bansuri). Other instruments like the violin and the 
harmonium have been recent additions. 

 

2. NIC developing e-mail server for all govt officers  

 
 The NIC is building a massive server to boost capacity vis-a-vis official e-mail 

usage by central and state government officers. 

 NIC (National Informatics Centre) is developing an e-mail server for the 

whole government.  

 present e-mail server has kind of already exceeded its capacity.  

 The government had on August 28 announced e-mail service for its five 

million personnel in English and Hindi in accordance with the e-mail policy, 

which bars government employees from using private e-mail services due to 

security reasons.  

 As part of the mandate under the Digital India programme, government will 

provide a secure eMail service to all its officials for secure communication.  

 As of now the service will be offered to five million users. Currently, the user 

base is 1.6 million   

 

 

3. Delhi-NCR to have common Air Quality Index  
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 The national capital region (NCR), considered among the world's most polluted 

area, will soon have a common air quality index based on data from around 50 

monitoring stations located across Delhi, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and 

Rajasthan.  

 Currently the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) and the Ministry of 

Earth Sciences (MoES) put out separate air quality indexes  

 while the Delhi Pollution Control Committee (DPCC) shares real-time data.  

 By next month, data from the monitoring stations coming under these agencies 

will be integrated and a common AQI, which is essentially an advisory for 

common people . 

 This will help cut through the confusion and an accurate picture of the air 

quality status will emerge.  

 Currently, there are days when AQI of CPCB does not match with that of the 

SAFAR, which comes under the MoES . 

 The air quality index or AQI is basically a figure and a series of colour codings 

shared by agencies on the level of pollution. For example, the one CPCB shares 

ranges between 0 and 500.  

 

 An AQI between 

 0-50 is considered 'Good', 

  51-100 'Satisfactory',  

 101-200 'Moderate', 

  201-300 'Poor',  

 301-400 'Very Poor' 

 401-500 'Severe'.  

 Each category comes with its own advisory.  

 In case of 'Moderate', it warns of breathing discomfort to people with lungs, 

asthma and heart diseases while 'Severe' means the air quality is so bad that it 

may affect even healthy people and seriously impact those with existing 

diseases.  

 

WHAT IS SAFAR ? 

 System of Air Quality Forecasting and Research (SAFAR) 

 This system has been developed indigenously.  

 This is being done in addition to weather services.  

 One of the major objectives of this project is to increase the awareness among 

general public regarding the air quality of Delhi.  
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 SAFAR system for the air quality is developed by the Indian institute of Tropical 

Meteorology (IITM), Pune and  

 weather information and forecasting is done by India Meteorological 

Department (IMD).  

Air Quality Index (AQI) 

 is a new public information tool that helps protect public health on a daily basis 

from the negative effects of air pollution.  

 a scale designed to help public understand what the air quality around them 

means to their health.  

 Emission inventory or criteria pollutants are an important component of the 

forecasting model. 

 

  

 

4TH    SEPTEMBER 

 

1. India still highly dependent on edible oil imports: ICRA  

 
 Despite steady improvement in oilseeds production, India has to go long way as 

import dependence for edible oils remain high . 

 over the years, the agriculture sector in India has made considerable progress in 

increasing the yields and hence production, particularly in respect of food crops 

such as wheat and rice.  

 However, in case of oilseeds, the performance has not been equally creditable.  

 The demand of edible oils (extracted from oilseeds in addition to palm oil) is 

significantly higher than the domestic production, leading to dependence on 

imports.  

 Considering the importance of oilseeds, and the high level of imports, various 

oilseeds development schemes have been funded by the government to 

encourage cultivation of oilseeds and palm.  

 There has been some progress in increasing the area under cultivation and 

improving yields, but the growth has been slow.  
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 ‗National Mission on Oilseeds and Oil Palm (NMOOP)‘ 

 

 to encourage the adoption of newly released varieties and  

 improved agro-techniques in oilseed crops.  

 

 The key constraints limiting the growth in production of oilseeds include  

 

 lack of suitable varieties,  

 high-costs of cultivation,  

 lack of timely availability of inputs, and  

 low & fluctuating prices.  

 

 The key to improve oilseeds production lies in 

 

 ensuring the availability of quality seeds. 

  bridging the awareness gap in farmers regarding better techniques 

  developing supportive infrastructure facilities 

  ensuring an efficiently managed market for better price recovery.  

 New location-specific high yielding varieties should be developed.  

 Investment in oilseeds research and development is a key element and 

should be stepped up.   

2. Four documents inked to boost commercial ties among BRICS 

nations  

 
 action agenda on economic and trade cooperation . 

 

 action plan for innovation cooperation (2017-2020) . 

 

 strategic framework of BRICS customs cooperation . 

 

 Memorandum of Understanding between the BRICS Business Council and the 

New Development Bank on Strategic Cooperation.  

 

 

 All these instruments were aimed at giving boost to trade ties within the five-nation 

grouping. 
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 According to IMF's estimates, BRICS countries generated 22.53 per cent of the world 

GDP in 2015 and has contributed more than 50 per cent of the world economic growth 

during the last 10 years.  

 

 

 5TH    SEPTEMBER 

 

1. PM Narendra Modi leaves for Myanmar for first bilateral 

visit  
 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi today left for Nay Pyi Taw for his first bilateral 

visit to Myanmar with an aim of charting a roadmap for closer cooperation 

between the two countries in areas like security and counter- terrorism.  

  India and Myanmar will look at strengthening existing cooperation in areas of  

 

 security and counter-terrorism,  

 trade and investment, 

  infrastructure and energy 

  culture.  

 both countries will review developments in bilateral ties with a focus on 

"extensive" programme of development cooperation and socio-economic 

assistance India is undertaking in Myanmar.  

 Modi said he was looking forward to paying a visit to the famed heritage city of 

Bagan, where the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has done a "stellar 

work" in renovating the Ananda Temple.  

 The ASI will be undertaking further restoration work on a number of pagodas 

and murals that were damaged in an earthquake last year . 

 Myanmar is one of India's strategic neighbours and shares a 1,640-km-long 

border with a number of northeastern states including militancy-hit 

Nagaland and Manipur.   
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2. Centre yet to fix a sum as minimum monthly national 

wage  

 
 The Code on Wages Bill, 2017, was introduced in the Lok Sabha on August 10, 

which seeks to subsume four existing laws – 

 

 the Minimum Wages Act, 1948, 

  the Payment of Wages Act, 1936,  

 the Payment of Bonus Act, 1965  

 The Equal Remuneration Act, 1976.  

 With enactment of the Code on Wages, all these four Acts will get repealed. 

 

 The codification will also remove the multiplicity of definitions and 

authorities 

 

  leading to ease of compliance without compromising on wage and social 

security of workers.  
 

 

 

3. Body set up to deal with sex determination information on internet: 

Government to Supreme Court  

 

 The government today informed the Supreme Court that it has set up a nodal 

agency to redress complaints seeking deletion of materials violating Indian 

laws prohibiting pre-natal sex determination, from search engines and 

websites.  

 the nodal agency was functional and besides taking action on complaints, it 

also kept tabs on websites to ensure that there was no information available in 

the virtual world on pre-natal sex determination.  

 the nodal agency should also be monitoring on its own to ensure that such 

materials are not there on websites. 

 the nodal agency can take suo motu (on its own) note of any violation  

 The nodal agency has been taking up issues of violation of the 1994 Pre-

Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (PCPNDT) Act, if complaints 

are brought before it . 
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 Section 22 of the PCPNDT Act pertains to prohibition of advertisements 

relating to pre-natal determination of sex and punishment for contravention.  

 

 The PCPNDT Act was enacted to stop female foeticides and arrest the 

declining sex ratio in India. It had banned pre- natal sex determination. 

 

 

4. Government aims to begin work on 3 river inter-linking 

projects soon  

 
 The river inter-linking projects were necessary to tackle flood and drought 

situations.  

 the government will use the latest technology in Ken-Betwa, Par-Tapi-Narmada 

and Damanganga-Pinjal river inter-linking projects.  

 Besides, the government aims to begin work on Pancheshwar and North Koel 

dams  

 These five projects will help irrigate lakhs of hectares.  

 

 Ken-Betwa 

 

 considered as the first river inter-linking project. 

 The project envisages fulfilling water needs of Bundelkhand 

region, which falls in Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh.  

 the project, when completed, will have bearing on socio-economic 

life of people in the region.  

 This will help end poverty in Bundelkhand.  

 The Par-Tapi-Narmada and Damanganga-Pinjal river inter- linking 

projects, estimated to cost Rs 16,000 crore, are envisaged to meet the 

water needs to Maharashtra and Gujarat.  

 

 India-Nepal bilateral Pancheshwar multipurpose project in 

Uttarakhand will help mitigate floods, besides generating electricity and 

irrigating land.  

 

 The Centre had last month given its nod to complete the remaining works 

of the North Koel reservoir project in Bihar and Jharkhand  
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 Once completed, the project will create annual irrigation potential 

for 91,917 hectares land in Bihar and 19,604 hectares in 

Jharkhand.  

 

 

  6TH SEPTEMBER 

 

 

1. India signs 11 agreements with Myanmar to bolster ties  

 

 India and Myanmar signed MoU  

 

 to strengthen maritime security cooperation.  

 an agreement for sharing white shipping information to improve data 

sharing on non-classified merchant navy ships or cargo ships.  

 organise cultural exchange programme for the period 2017-2020  

 one between the Election Commission and Union Election of Myanmar, 

the national level electoral commission of Myanmar.  

 agreements on cooperation between Myanmar Press Council and Press 

Council of India,  

 extension of agreement on the establishment of India-Myanmar Centre for 

Enhancement of IT skill.  

 agreements to cooperate in 'Medical Products Regulation' and in the field 

of health and medicine.  

 enhancing the cooperation on upgradation of the women's police training 

centre at Yamethin in Myanmar.   

 

2. India and China need to demarcate LAC  

 

 The Line of Actual Control (LAC) has to be properly demarcated and 

  simultaneously confidence building measures (CBMs) have to be conducted. 
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 More points of contact, including regular meetings and setting up of a hotline 

between the two militaries, have to be created to prevent future transgressions, 

incursions and face-offs.  

 The LAC, starting from northwest of the Karakoram pass and ending at 

Arunachal Pradesh, has not been demarcated and is virtually passed on by word 

of mouth. This has led to differing perceptions regarding the alignment, with 

China making territorial claims in at least eight areas.  

  

 

  They include Asaphila, Longju, Namka Chu, Sumdorong Chu, and Yangste in 

Arunachal Pradesh, 

  Barahoti in Uttarakhand,  

  Aksai China and Demchok in Ladakh.  

 

3. Niti Aayog panel suggests 10-point nutrition action plan  

 
 A high-level panel under Niti Aayog has drawn up a 10-point nutrition action 

plan that includes governance reforms in line with Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi‘s vision for ―Kuposhan Mukt Bharat‖.  

 The aim is to ensure that states create customised state/district action plans to 

address local needs and challenges.  

 This is especially relevant in view of enhanced resources available with the 

states,  

 to prioritise focused interventions with a greater role for panchayats and urban 

local bodies . 

 The strategy enables states to make strategic choices through decentralised 

planning and local innovation, with accountability for nutrition outcomes.  

 

 The nutrition strategy envisages a framework under which the four proximate 

determinants of nutrition – work together to accelerate decline of under-

nutrition in India. 
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 uptake of health services,  

 food, drinking water , sanitation  

  income  

 livelihoods – 

 Currently, it noted, there is lack of real-time measurement of these 

determinants, which "reduces our capacity for targeted action" among the most 

vulnerable mothers and children.  

 

  supply side challenges often overshadowing the need to address behavioural 

change efforts to generate demand for nutrition services.   

 

 

4. Uninhabited Lakshadweep island vanishes, says study  

 
 the biodiversity-rich uninhabited islands part of Lakshadweep has vanished due 

to coastal erosion and another four such territories in the sea are shrinking fast . 

 Parali I island, part of Bangaram atoll, which was 0.032 km2 in 1968 has been 

eroded to an extent of 100 per cent, resulting in its inundation  

 It is now widely recognised that islands and coastal areas are going to get 

eroded and inundated due to rising sea levels because of increasing global 

temperature.  

India's coasts and islands, which are densely populated, are highly vulnerable .  

 

5. India, Japan to step up defence cooperation  

 

 India and Japan have agreed to collaborate closely in defence production, 

including on dual- use technologies, under the framework of the 'Japan-lndia 

Special Strategic and Global Partnership'  

 

 The decision by India and Japan to boost defence ties comes amid escalating 

tension in the region in the wake of the  

 nuclear test by North Korea  

 China's growing assertiveness in the South China Sea.  
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 The two sides also agreed to commence technical discussions for research 

collaboration in the areas of Unmanned Ground Vehicles and Robotics.  

 agreed to ramp up counter-terror cooperation, besides deepening engagement 

among navies, air forces and ground forces of the two countries.  

 constructive engagement between Japan's Acquisition, Technology and Logistic 

Agency (ATLA) and India's Defence Research and Development Organisation 

(DRDO).  

 The defence and security cooperation between India and Japan is on an upswing 

and both countries are exploring ways to further deepen it.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2ND WEEK  

SEPTEMBER 

 

1. Assam enacts a major labour reform, employers can now fire 300 

staff without prior govt nod  
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 In a major labour reform, Assam has enacted the Industrial Disputes (Assam 

Amendment) Bill, 2017, 

  which authorises employers to retrench up to 300 employees without seeking 

approval of the government.  

 The amendment seeks to ―achieve the objective of ‗ease of doing business‘ and 

thereby encouraging positive business environment in the state.‖  

 

2. Supreme Court to hear plea on implementation of verdict on police 

reforms  

 
 The Supreme Court  has agreed to set up a bench to hear a clutch of contempt 

pleas claiming that its historic 2006 verdict on police reforms, recommending 

steps like fixed tenures for DGPs and SPs, has not yet been implemented by 

states and union territories.  

 

 Model Police Bill 2006, was drafted by a panel headed by former Attorney 

General Soli Sorabjee.  

 The court had recommended separation of police functions of investigation 

and maintaining law and order.  

 

 It had ordered setting up of a Police Establishment Board to decide and make 

recommendations on transfers, postings, promotions and other service-related 

matters of police officers of and below the rank of DSPs.  

 

 

 A National Security Commission needed to be set up at the union level to 

prepare a panel for selection and placement of chiefs of the Central Police 

Organisations with a minimum tenure of two years . 

 

3. Government has a mega plan to boost higher education  

 
 Not a single Indian institute has found a place among the top 250 in the Times 

Higher Education World University Rankings.  

 Only 30 Indian institutes have featured in the 1,000 in the rankings, compared 

to 31 last year.  
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 The government thinks the problem does not lie with students but with the 

stifling governance of education.  

 

 it is planning to build 20 world-class educational institutions, which will be 

termed Institutions of Eminence.  

 The human resource development ministry has already moved a proposal to the 

Union Cabinet for approval.  

 Since regulatory straitjacket often stifles innovation and excellence, these 

institutions will be governed by new regulations which will ensure their 

complete academic, administrative and financial autonomy.  

 

 These regulations will override all other UGC regulations and free the 

institutions of UGC‘s restrictive inspection regime, the regulatory control over 

fee and curriculum.  

 

 

 They will have a teacher:student ratio of 1:20 to begin with and 1:10 in five years, 

with a student enrolment of 15,000 in 15 years.  

 

 There will be a good mix of Indian and international faculty, and only those who 

come with a degree from top 500 institutions in global rankings will be 

considered eligible foreign faculty.  

 

 

 The institutions will be free to select students through a merit-based transparent 

admission process to ensure no meritorious student is turned away for lack of 

funds. 

 

  Up to 30% foreign students vis-a-vis the strength of domestic students can be 

admitted. 

 

 

  The institution will be free to decide its fee structure but will have to declare it in 

a transparent manner.  

 

 Any reports of capitation fee will be treated as serious violation. An 

Ombudsman will be set up to cater to student grievances.  

 One paper will have to be published per faculty member per year on average 

in a reputed peer reviewed international journal. 
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 A world-class library with subscriptions to reputed journals related to courses 

offered will have to be maintained along with cutting-edge research in frontier 

areas.  

 Full freedom to the institution to decide course structure, the credit hours 

needed for a degree, fixing of curriculum and syllabus and up to 20% online 

courses as part of its programmes and fully online certificate courses.   

 

4. DRDO carries out successful tests of Nag missile  

 

 India's indigenously developed third generation anti-tank guided missile 

(ATGM) Nag has been successfully flight tested by premier defence research 

organisation DRDO in deserts of Rajasthan, marking completion of development 

trials.  

 

5. India, Pakistan to hold 2nd round of discussion on hydro 

projects  

 
 A multi-disciplinary (Indian) delegation led by our secretary (Singh) will hold 

second round of technical discussions on Ratle and Kishenganga hydroelectric 

projects with Pakistan and the World Bank on September 14 and 15 . 

 The first round of discussion had taken place in Washington on July 31 and 

August 1 this year . 

 Following the first round, the global lender had also issued a fact sheet giving its 

stated position on the IWT under which India is allowed to construct 

hydroelectric facilities on the shared Indo-Pak rivers.  

 As per the IWT provisions, India does not require any approval or clearance 

from third party for constructing projects such as Kishenganga on the Western 

Rivers.  

 Pakistan had approached the World Bank last year, raising concerns over the 

designs of Ratle (850 MW) and Kishenganga (330 MW) hydroelectricity projects 

located in Jammu and Kashmir.  

 It demanded that the World Bank, which is the mediator between the two 
countries under the 57-year-old water sharing pact, set up a court of arbitration 
to look into its concerns. 
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 On the other hand, India asked for appointment of a neutral expert to look at 
the issues, contending the concerns Pakistan raised were "technical" ones. 

 
 
 

6. India speeds up border road work to avoid future 

Doklams  

 
 India's capacity to counter challenges like Doklam is likely to get a significant 

boost in the next couple of years with stepped up pace of work on India-China 

border roads likely to result in several critical high altitude links being 

completed well before the 2020-21deadline.  

 

 A sense of urgency has been injected into BRO projects as the need to close, or at 

least narrow the logistics gap, between Indian and Chinese forces along the 

border has been brought home by the serious threat posed by incidents like 

Doklam to India's strategic interests.  

 

 Another factor that worried the government and spurred construction of roads 

was reports of local populations migrating to the Chinese side in search of 

better economic activities.  

 

 The construction of IndiaChina border roads came in for scathing criticism by the 

comptroller and auditor general of India in a report that noted that only 27 roads 

were ready .  

 

 number of forest clearance cases and land acquisition cases are pending and 

non-allotment of stone quarries is also hurting the implementation of road 

projects critical to safeguarding India's interests.  

 

 The BRO's task has been made easier with the latest decision to empower states to take a 

call on forest clearances within a certain threshold. 

 

 

7. Government to hold contest to assess impact of smart city 

projects  
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 To measure the "quality" and "impact" of various ongoing smart city projects, the 

Centre will hold a contest carrying total prize money of Rs 50 lakh . 

 The housing and urban affairs ministry has circulated a concept note and 

guidelines on 'India Smart Cities Awards Contest, 2017' to all States and Union 

Territories.  

 The contest is aimed at 

 

 recognising and rewarding cities, projects and innovative ideas that 

promote the goals of the Smart City Mission, 

 

  including enhancement in quality of life of citizens . 

 

 Evaluation criteria include "impact, innovation and 

scalability/replicability" in other areas of the city  

 Under the Smart City Mission, ninety cities have so far been identified 

through three rounds of competition for implementing various projects. 

  A total investment of Rs 1.91 lakh crore has been proposed by these 90 cities.   

 

8. Defence ties high on agenda during Belarus President 

Alexander Lukashenko's India trip  
 

 India and Belarus are expected to ramp up their bilateral co-operations, including in 

defence and security . 

 The visit takes place at a time when Belarus and India are celebrating the 25th 

anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations.  

 They are also likely to exchange views and assessments on regional and multilateral 

issues of mutual interest.  

 A business forum and parallel meetings organised for the members of the large 

delegation accompanying Lukashenko would explore opportunities and cooperation 

avenues  

 

 

9.Centre, Supreme Court look for agreement on High Court 

judges’ selection 
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 The government and the Supreme Court are trying to iron out their differences over the 

new guidelines for selecting high court judges, mainly over alleged involvement of any 

candidate in anti-national activities that the court wants to be put on record while the 

Centre wants it to be considered only orally by the collegium.  

 

 the apex court had in May 2016 returned to the government the revised Memorandum 

of Procedure (MoP) for selecting high court judges.  

 

 

 While returning the revised MoP in May last year, the Supreme Court had underlined 

that certain clauses were not in harmony with the tenets of independent functioning 

of judiciary. 

 

  The government and the judiciary need to agree to the final draft before the MoP can be 

implemented.  

 Earlier, in October 2015, a five member bench of the apex court had struck down the 

National Judicial Appointments Commission after more than a year-long standoff with 

the government over the constitution of the body.  

 

 Setting aside NJAC, a proposed alternative to the collegium system, the SC had asked 

the Modi government to prepare a revised MoP in consultation with the Chief Justice 

of India.  

 

 

 While preparing the draft MoP, the government decided to keep appointment of top 

judges out of the purview of the Right to Information Act.   

 

10 . India-Japan sign 15 agreements in the summit  

 

 3 sets of documents were exchanged in the joint press statement . 

 First document 

 

 contained the four exchange of notes on official development assistance 

between the Government of India and the Government of Japan.  



©APTI PLUS ACADEMY FOR CIVIL SERVICES 

Stay Updated @ www.aptiplus.in For More IAS Exam Materials 

 

 It includes the project for the construction of Mumbai-Ahmedabad High-speed 

rail and the construction of international cooperation and convention centre in 

Varanasi.  

 

 Two memorandum of cooperation were exchanged,  

 

 first between the ministry of exterbnal affarirs (GOI) and ministry of foreign 

affairs (Japan)in the field of Japanese language education in India  

  the second was between the Government Of India and Government of Japan 

for the India Japan act east forum.  

 An agreement was signed between the Union Home Ministry and the Japanese 

government for cooperation and collaboration in the field of disaster risk 

management and to share experiences, knowledge and policies on disaster 

prevention.  

 

 Another agreement was signed for an India Japan Act East Forum to enhance 

connectivity and promote developmental projects in the northeastern region of India in 

an efficient and effective manner.  

 

 Another agreement was signed between the Department of Industrial Policy and 

Promotion and Japan's Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry to accelerate and 

facilitate Japanese investments in India.  

 

 India Post and Japan Post inked an agreement to implement the commercial 

arrangement of "Cool EMS" service through which fresh food can be sent from Japan to 

India in cool boxes for Japanese expatriates in India.  

 

 To promote institutional cooperation between India's Research and Information 

System (RIS) think tank and Japan's Institute of Developing Economies (IDE-JETRO) 

and a memorandum of understanding (MoU) was signed to strengthen the capacity of 

research and effectiveness of dissemination of research findings.  

 

 India and Japan today signed an agreement that will allow their airlines to operate 

unlimited number of flights between the two countries.  

 

 The National Civil Aviation Policy, 2016, allows the government to enter into an 'open 

sky' air services agreement on a reciprocal basis with SAARC nations as well as 



©APTI PLUS ACADEMY FOR CIVIL SERVICES 

Stay Updated @ www.aptiplus.in For More IAS Exam Materials 

 

countries beyond a 5,000 kilometre radius from New Delhi.  

 

 

 The agreement will not only encourage connectivity and passenger travel between the 

two countries, but will also result in reduction in airfares on these routes  
 

 

11. Titanium oxide detected in exoplanet atmosphere  
 

 the atmosphere of the exoplanet WASP-19b  

 Titanium oxide is rarely seen on Earth although it is known to exist in the atmospheres 

of cool stars.  

 The exoplanet WASP-19b, which is about the same mass as Jupiter, is so close to its 

parent star that it completes an orbit in just 19 hours and its atmosphere is estimated 

to have a temperature of about 2,000 degrees Celsius.  

 If present in large enough quantities, these molecules prevent heat from entering or 

escaping through the atmosphere, leading to a thermal inversion -- the temperature is 

higher in the upper atmosphere and lower further down, the opposite of the normal 

situation.  

 Ozone plays a similar role in Earth's atmosphere, where it causes inversion in the 

stratosphere.  

  

 

3RD  WEEK ONWARDS 

SEPTEMBER 

 

1. Supreme Court passes slew of directions on prison reforms 

across India  

 
 The Supreme Court today asked all high courts to register a suo motu petition 

to identify kin of prisoners who admittedly died an unnatural death after 2012 

and award suitable compensation to them.  
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 the apex court directed all state governments to appoint counsellors and 

support persons for counselling prisoners, particularly first-time offenders.  

 It also directed all states to study the availability of medical assistance to 

prisoners and take remedial steps wherever necessary.  

 

 The top court also directed the Ministry of Woman and Child Development to 

discuss with the official concerned of the state governments "and formulate 

procedures for tabulating the number of children (if any) who suffer an 

unnatural death in child care institutions where they are kept in custody either 

because they are in conflict with law or because they need care and protection  

 

2. Assam forms 'State Capital Region' around Guwahati  

 

 Assam will have a 'State Capital Region' encompassing Guwahati and its 

peripheral areas with the passing of a bill in the state Assembly today.  

 

 The Assembly passed Assam State Capital Region Development Authority 

(ASCRDA) Bill 2017 by voice vote 

 

 

  to set up the regional authority for preparation of a plan for rapid 

development of the SCR.  

 

 SCR shall comprise the districts of Kamrup Metropolitan, Kamrup, Nalbari, 

Darrang and Morrigaon, fully or partly.  

 

 

 ASCRDA will be the overall authority to direct, implement and monitor the 

development of SCR  

 

3. India's external debt falls by 2.7% to $471.9 billion by 

March  
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External debt (or foreign debt) is the total debt a country owes to foreign creditors, 

complemented by internal debt owed to domestic lenders. 

 The debtors can be the government, corporations or citizens of that country. 

  in India it is classified in seven heads: 

 (a) Multilateral, 

 (b) Bilateral, 

 (c) IMF loans, 

 (d) Trade credit, 

 (e) Commercial borrowings, 

 (f) Non-resident Indian and person of Indian origin deposits, 

 (g) Rupee debt, and 

 (h) NPR debt. 

 

 

 There are various indicators for determining a sustainable level of external debt.  

  These indicators are primarily in the nature of ratios—i.e., comparison between two heads 

and the relation thereon and thus facilitate the policy makers in their external debt 

management exercise.  

 Examples of debt burden indicators include the 

 (a) Debt-to-GDP ratio, 

 (b) foreign debt to exports ratio, 

 (c) government debt to current fiscal revenue ratio etc.  

 

 

4. Government is working on simplifying labour laws  
 

 The government is committed to labour reforms and simplification in the related 

laws to safeguard workers' interest . 

 Provisions have been made in the Employees' Compensation (Amendment) Act, 

2017 to increase the penalty for its contravention from Rs 5,000 to Rs 50,000, 

which is extendable to Rs 1 lakh.  

 Labour Ministry is working towards 'reforms and simplification in labour laws' 

and converting 44 labour laws into 4 simplified codes  

 minimum wages have been enhanced for all sectors, including agriculture and 

construction . 

 Payment of Bonus Amendment Act has enhanced the bonus eligibility limit from 

Rs 10,000 to Rs 21,000 per month.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Debt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creditor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internal_debt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IMF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-resident_Indian_and_person_of_Indian_origin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_rupee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nepalese_rupee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Debt-to-GDP_ratio
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 the government has ensured that employment of children below 14 years is 

prohibited besides, prohibiting working of teenagers in the age-group of 14 to 

18 years in hazardous occupations.  

 maternity benefit has been enhanced to 26 weeks from 12 weeks for two kids and 

ensured that payments to employees are deposited in their bank accounts by 

employers.  

 Vishwakarma Rashtriya Puraskar to 111 individuals in recognition of 

outstanding suggestions given by worker or group of workers and implemented 

by the management resulting in improvement in quality, productivity and 

working conditions such as safety, health and environmental conservation.  

 The ministry is working to develop a National OSH (occupational safety and 

health) profile in line with ILO Conventions  

 to help understand the OSH profile of the country, which will lead to plug in 

the gaps for implementation of policies and programmes.  

 

5. Shanghai Cooperation Organisation members discuss 

deepening anti-terror cooperation  

 
 India along with Pakistan, China and other members of the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organisation (SCO)  discussed plans to deepen practical 

cooperation on counter-terrorism.  

 31st meeting of Council of Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure of the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organisation (SCO-RATS) . 

 India looks forward to constructive and productive engagement in the 

framework of SCO-RATS to eradicate the common menace of terrorism and 

ensuring security of the region and the world . 

 For years the SCO-RATS has specialised in cooperation in counter terrorism 

operations with periodic exercises between the member countries.   

 The SCO is comprised of China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, 

Uzbekistan, India and Pakistan.  
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6. Private member's bill proposes MPs also declare assets 

after term ends  

 
 Parliamentarians must declare their assets at the end of their tenure to ensure 

accountability and transparency, a new private member's bill has proposed.  

 The Representation of The People Act (Amendment) Bill, 2017, will be 

presented in the Winter Session of Parliament this year.  

 The bill proposes that Members of Parliament declare their assets within 90 days 

after their tenure ends.  

 This provision is to be inserted as sub section 75B(1) in the 'Representation of 

People Act, 1951. 

 The proposed amendment in the parent act will help in maintaining 

transparency and accountability of people's representatives at the apex level. 

  It will also help in creating a positive atmosphere of corruption-free status of 

MPs. 

 At present, 

 

 elected candidate of the two Houses of Parliament have to declare their 

assets and liabilities within ninety days from the date on which they take 

their seat.  

  

 However, there are no such provisions for declaration of assets and 

liabilities after the expiry of the term.  

 

 

 The Supreme Court took strong exception to the Centre's attitude of not 

disclosing information on action taken by it against politicians, some of whose 

assets had seen a massive jump of up to 500 per cent between two elections, and 

had directed the government to place the necessary information in this regard 

before the court.  

 The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) later told the Supreme Court that 

there has been a substantial hike in the assets of seven Lok Sabha MPs and 98 

MLAs across the country and "discrepancies" had been found.   
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7. Need legal framework to regulate use of space: Air chief  

 
 urgent need to evolve a comprehensive international legal framework for 

ensuring regulated use of space, particularly in view of an exponential growth 

in the reliance on space-based assets . 

 the importance of addressing issues of Space debris management, 

 liability of damages,  

 accidents by rogue or decommissioned satellites  

 use of satellite-based weapons . 

 

8. India’s First 19-seater aircraft  

 
 TAC 005, as the aircraft is called,  

 will be ready for flight in the next four months, and is likely to give shape to 

India‘s dream of a homegrown passenger aircraft.  
 

 

9. China opens dual-use highway to Nepal via Tibet  

 
 which could be used for civilian and defence purposes, a move that Chinese 

experts say will enable Beijing to make forays into South Asia. 

 The highway will shorten the journey from an hour to 30 minutes between the 

dual-use civil and military airport and Tibet's second-largest city.  

 Geographically, any extension of the road and railway connectivity to South Asia 

is through India, Bhutan and to Bangladesh.  

 The new road runs parallel with the Xigaze-Lhasa railway and links the city's 

ring roads with the 5,476-kilometre G318 highway from Shanghai to Zhangmu 

on the Nepal border  

 The G318 with Xigaze in the middle connects to Nepal on one end and other 

end links to Nyingchi, the Tibetan town close to Arunachal Pradesh border.  

 

10. Gene map reveals how bajra survives extreme heat, 

drought  
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 Scientists, including those from India, have decoded the genome of bajra and 

discovered how the crop survives high temperatures and drought, 

  a finding that may help boost production of other cereals in light of the 

impending global climate change and food crisis.  

 Rising temperatures and frequency of extreme climate events like heat waves 

in many parts of the world will lead to a drop in major staple crop production. 

 

 

 

11. Government to strengthen surveillance, laws to check 

cybercrimes  

 
 The issue came up at a high-level meeting where the strategies being adopted to 

check financial cybercrimes were discussed in detail.  

 It was noted that both legal and technological steps need to be taken to address 

this situation.  

 It has been decided to expedite the implementation of cybercrime prevention 

initiatives in these agencies towards this end along with measures required to 

acquire critical cyber forensics equipment.  

 It was also decided that an inter-ministerial committee may be set up to identify 

action points and monitor the implementation.  

 As per the information reported to and tracked by Indian Computer 

Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) . 

 As per the data maintained by National Crime Record Bureau (NCRB). 

 

12. Decks cleared for Chardham highway project, NGT 

disposes plea  

 
 The Uttarakhand government and Border Roads Organisation (BRO) assured a 

bench headed by NGT Chairperson Justice Swatanter Kumar that they would 

carry out the project after due compliance with the laws 

 especially the Bhagirathi eco- sensitive zone.  

 The four pilgrimage towns to be connected by the 900 km- long highway are 

Kedarnath, Badrinath, Yamunotri and Gangotri.   
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 during the project's implementation, no muck will be thrown either into the river 

or in the forest areas down the hill.  

 

 

 improvement of the national highway will also facilitate better connection 

with India-China border roads.  

 

 

 

13. Maharashtra approves 50 per cent cost sharing for 

Sagarmala project  

 
 The Maharashtra government  approved the implementation of the Centre's 

ambitious Sagarmala project, with a 50 per cent cost sharing by the state.  

 The Cabinet also decided to make a provision of Rs 35.90 crore for Ro-Ro jetty 

at Bhayandar, Kharwadeshwari, Malvan, Gorai, Vasai, Narangi, Manori, and 

Ghodbandar areas in various parts of the state . 

 The project is a strategic and customer-oriented initiative of the Central 

government to modernise ports in the country 

  so that port-led development can be augmented and coastlines can be 

developed to contribute in the country's growth.  

 

14. India may soon give OTC drugs definition  

 
OTC drugs 

 medicines that can be sold without prescriptions. 

 a committee of the apex drug regulator has decided to create a category for over-the-

counter medicines.  

 

Why This Move ? 

 

 If approved by the advisory board on drugs, India would finally define OTC drugs and 

possibly curb the sale of some that should not be sold without prescriptions.  
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 At the same time, health activists feel the move may not have much impact unless the 

regulations to discourage the sale of harmful medicines without prescriptions are 

strengthened and enforced.  

 

 The Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO) is expected to 

amend rules on drugs and cosmetics to include a separate schedule for 

OTC drugs.  

 

 Once the OTC list is prepared, pharmacists would legally be allowed to 

dispense medicines on it without prescriptions. 

 

  More importantly, it would define which medicines currently excluded 

from categories requiring prescription are safe to be sold over the 

counter  

 

 Generally, people presumed drugs not in Schedule H, H1, X, etc., do not 

require a prescription.  

 

 Unscheduled drugs don’t require licences to manufacture or sell.  

 

 

15. India collaborating with Russia for nuclear power plant in 

Bangladesh  

 
 India is collaborating with Russia to build the Roppur nuclear power plant in 

Bangladesh,  

 the first initiative under a Indo-Russia deal to undertake atomic energy 

projects in third countries.  

 This will also be India's first atomic energy venture abroad.  

 Indian nuclear establishment for years has not been able to grow, 

internationally, due to sanctions imposed on New Delhi post the 1974 Pokhran 

tests.  

 It is , however, not clear what kind of "collaboration" India was doing since it 

is not a member of the Nuclear Suppliers Group-- a 48 member grouping that 

controls the export of materials, equipment and technology that can be used to 

manufacture nukes.  

 

 



©APTI PLUS ACADEMY FOR CIVIL SERVICES 

Stay Updated @ www.aptiplus.in For More IAS Exam Materials 

 

 According to the December 2014 'Strategic Vision for Strengthening 

Cooperation in Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy'  

 

 between India and Russia, 

  the "two sides will explore opportunities for sourcing materials, 

equipment and services from Indian industry for the construction of 

the Russian- designed nuclear power plants in third countries"  

 

 India signed a civil nuclear cooperation deal, along with two more agreements, with 

Bangladesh in April under which the two sides can supply and manufacture 

equipment, material for the atomic power plant.  

 The Roppur project, which is being built by the Russians near Dhaka, will be 

Bangladesh's first atomic energy project.  

 

 To cater to the needs of the country's expanding nuclear power programme, the 

Department of Atomic Energy is also 

 

 stepping up exploration . 

  mining operations for uranium production  

 

 

 

16. Arctic Sea ice extent hits another low in 2017  

 
 Arctic Sea ice, the layer of frozen seawater covering much of the Arctic Ocean 

and neighbouring seas, is often referred to as the planet's air conditioner.  

 Its white surface bounces solar energy back to space, cooling the globe.  

 The sea ice cap changes with the season, growing in the autumn and winter and 

shrinking in the spring and summer.  

 Its minimum summertime extent, which typically occurs in September, has 

been decreasing, overall, at a rapid pace since the late 1970s due to warming 

temperatures.  
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17. India to conduct BIMSTEC disaster management exercise  

 
 India's National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) is going to conduct a disaster 

management exercise next month in New Delhi with BIMSTEC countries. 

 The exercise,  acronymed as BIMSTEC DMEx-2017,  

 is the first such exercise aimed at strengthening disaster management in South Asia.  

 This exercise will be a platform for sharing best practices on all aspects of  

 disaster risk reduction,  

 strengthening regional response 

  coordination for disaster management among the BIMSTEC member 

countries 

 

 The main focus of the BIMSTEC DMEx-2017  

 

 will be on testing the region's preparedness and resilience towards effective 

activation of inter-governmental interaction/dialogue/agreements for 

immediate deployment of regional resources for disaster response  

 

 It will help create synergy and synchronise efforts to institutionalise regional 

cooperation among the member countries.  

 

 The exercise will help strengthen the effective utilisation of the search and 

rescue teams for disaster relief and emergency response, especially in situations 

involving breakdown of infrastructure and communication  

 

 The BIMSTEC DMEx-2017 will be conducted in two phases in Delhi and its 

suburbs.  

 

 The main exercise will comprise of Table Top Exercise (TTX), Field Training 

Exercise (FTX) and After Action Review (AAR).  

 

 The majority of BIMSTEC countries, situated in South Asia, are prone to natural 

disasters such as floods, cyclones, earthquakes, avalanches and drought.  
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 The Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation 

(BIMSTEC) involves Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Bhutan and 

Nepal.  

 

 At the end of the four-day exercise, a publication will be brought out on the outcomes 

and recommendations of the joint exercise and include agreement among BIMSTEC 

nations on regional cooperation for disaster management  

 

 This would be presented to the BIMSTEC leaders at the Summit to be hosted by Nepal 

later this year.   

 

 

18. G4 countries seek early reform of UN Security Council  

 
 Foreign Ministers of G4 countries, including India, have called for an "early 

reform" of the UN Security Council and expansion of its permanent and non-

permanent members.  

 The ministers of G4 countries - Brazil, Germany, India and Japan - asserted 

that such a reform was essential to make the most powerful wing of the UN 

more representative and effective, reflecting the ground realities of the 21st 

century.  

 the number of the United Nations Member States has increased from 51 in 1945 

to 193 today and that the current composition of the Council does not reflect the 

changed global realities .  

 

19. Government considering introducing Women's 

Reservation Bill  

 
 the Women's Reservation Bill seeks to reserve one-third of seats in the Lok 

Sabha and state assemblies for women.  

 Reservation for women in local bodies already exists . 

 The bill was first introduced by the the United Front government in 1996 and 

then the Vajpayee government tabled it a few times.  
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 However, it could never be passed in any of the two Houses on all these 

occasions.  

 The prospects of its passage brightened when the UPA government tabled it in 
the Rajya Sabha in 2010 and managed to get it passed in the Upper House. 

 However, reluctance from some of its allies and opposition from backward caste 

MPs from many parties meant that the Lok Sabha never took it up and it lapsed 

with the dissolution of the 15th Lok Sabha in 2009.  

 

 

20. India to expand hydrocarbon cooperation with 

Kazakhstan  

 
 India is considering expanding hydrocarbon cooperation with resource-rich 

Kazakhstan including 

 exploration and production of hydrocarbons  

  participation of Indian companies in the oil  gas sector of Central Asia‘s 

biggest country.  

 

 India will also explore the possibility of implementing a petrochemical project 

in Kazakhstan Astana has expressed interest supplying gas to India.  

 This was decided at the 13th meeting of the Indo-Kazakh Intergovernmental 

Commission (IGC) on trade and economic, scientific, technical, industrial and 

cultural cooperation held in Astana earlier this week.  

 

 India and Kazakhstan also decided to explore the possibility of cooperation in 

the field of delivery of nuclear fuel and its components.  

 

 

 The two sides further agreed to identify joint projects on the application of 

nuclear science in the fields of medicine, industry and agriculture. 

 

  Kazakhstan is one the suppliers of uranium to India.  
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 India invited Kazakhstan to join the International Solar Alliance.  

 

 India has also proposed to organize training and capacity building programs 

with the help of the Geological Survey of India and the Indian Bureau in the 

field of exploration and mining regulation for the staff from Kazakhstan. 

 

  

 The two sides will continue to actively cooperate in the space sector in the 

development of communication satellites; the launch site and launch vehicles; 

Earth observation satellites, terrestrial segments and applications.  

 

 India has proposed to sign a Memorandum on cooperation in the field of 

television and radio broadcasting as well as the exchange of audiovisual 

programs between JSC Republican Television and Radio Corporation 

"Kazakhstan" and Prasar-Bharati.  

 India is also ready to receive IT specialists from Kazakhstan to share experience 

in information technology and software production.   

 

 

21. India gets crucial backing in fighting terrorism through 

global pact  

 
 India received the backing of three international groups, IBSA, BRICS and 

SAARC on Thursday to push for the adoption of the international treaty against 

terrorism . 

 The ministerial meetings of the organisations in their statements called for the 

early adoption of the Comprehensive Compact on International Terrorism  

 that was proposed by India in 1996 to ban support for terrorist organisations 

and punish cross-border terrorism.  

 

 

 The India-Brazil-South Africa (IBSA) group's ministerial meeting, which 

was presided over by Sushma Swaraj,  

 

 "called for a comprehensive and determined international action",  

 including "the early conclusion and 
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  adoption of the CCIT to address the menace" . 

 

 

 The Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa (BRICS) group of 

emerging economies ministers 

 

 "reaffirmed their commitment to an expeditious adoption of a 

CCIT at the UN . 

 

 The CCIT,  

 

 if adopted, could potentially impact cross-border terrorism from 

Pakistan.  

 

 But in two decades of discussions it has been blocked by 

disagreements on defining terrorism, with some claiming some 

terrorists could be "freedom fighters".  

 

 

22. Government's flip-flop leaves Chakma and Hajong 

refugees on wings of hope  

 
 Supreme Court‘s order backing the tribes may not be implemented anytime soon 

 The Chakma, a Buddhist tribe had wanted to be with India during the 1947 

Partition. 

 The Hajong, who are Hindus, fled East Pakistan‘s Mymensingh district because 

of threats of conversion to Islam and harassment by government authorities.  

 Some of the refugees also entered India through Tripura.  

 The Indian government had to find a place to settle them.  

 

Point Chakma Hajong 

Religion Buddhist Hindu 
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Track 
record 

Fled the Chittagong hill tracts after 
being displaced by a hydel power 
project  

Left mainland East Pakistan 
due to religious 
discrimination 
and settled in MMA 
(Mizoram,Meghalaya,Assam) 

 Entered in 1964-69 
And settled in NEFA (Arunachal 
Pradesh) 
 
 North-East Frontier Agency 

(NEFA), which became the 
Union territory of Arunachal 
Pradesh in 1972 and a state 15 
years late . 
 

 India had just lost a war to 
China in 1962 and it made 
strategic sense to populate 
the vacant lands in NEFA, 
which bordered China.  
 

 

 

 Chakmas live in Meghalaya,Mizoram, ,Assam, Tripura, WB. 

 They do have ST status. 

 1996- SC decalred that They cant be evicted from Arunachal Pradesh. 

 2004 : They were included in electoral Rolls. 

 

 

However Citizenship status may well come up with its own negativities  

 

 Demographic challenge to a state composed of small tribes. 

 Get into already debated quota system. 

 They may no longer remain limited within the 3 states.  

 

23. Gram Samridhi Evam Swachhta 

 
 The Centre will conduct the 'Gram Samridhi Evam Swachhta' campaign from  

 October 1 to 15,  
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 in partnership with state governments, to give a boost to development activities in 

rural areas  

 The campaign will focus on educating villagers about hygiene and cleanliness through 

self-help groups, anganwadi centres and schools, and conducting training 

programmes.  

 Orientation programmes and job fairs should also be organised to inform the rural 

youth about the opportunities available . 

 a pledge to villagers to make their surroundings open-defecation free.  

 Special attention has been given to conducting training programmes on  

 

 food processing, 

  organic farming,  

  horticulture.  

 

 creating awareness about government schemes "through camps, cultural activities, and house-to-house 

campaigns".  
 

24. Hybrid, e-vehicles continue to attract incentives under 

FAME  

 
 The FAME India Scheme is aimed at incentivising all vehicle segments, including 

two-wheelers, three wheeler auto, passenger four-wheeler vehicle, light commercial 

vehicles and buses.  

 Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of (Hybrid &) Electric Vehicles in India (FAME-

India) scheme was launched in 2015.   

 The scheme covers hybrid and electric technologies like a strong hybrid, plug-in 

hybrid and battery electric vehicles.  

 

 The scheme has four focus areas entailing 

 

 technology development,  

 demand creation 

  pilot projects  

 charging infrastructure.  
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 The period of the FAME-India Scheme is further extended for a period of six months 

i.e. up to 31st March, 2018 or till launching of Phase-II of the Scheme by Niti Aayog, 

whichever is earlier . 

 government eyes the ambitious goal of India becoming a 100 per cent electric vehicle 

nation by 2030.  

 The scheme requires synchronised efforts of different departments of the government, 

including the Power Ministry; Ministry of Road Transport and Highways; and Heavy 

Industries Ministry.   

 

 

 

25. Tax-GDP ratio to go up: Niti Aayog  

 
 Several reforms including demonetization would have a durable impact on the direct tax 

revenues. 

 the think tank‘s Three Year Action Agenda said.  

 

 ―The cumulative result of these measures would be an increase in the tax 

compliance and an expansion in the tax base. Going forward, this will 

lead to an increase in the direct tax-to-GDP ratio.  

 The government has taken several steps to curb black money, such as  

 

 disclosure of foreign assets,  

 Benami Property Act  

  amendments in double taxation avoidance pacts with Mauritius, 

Singapore and Cyprus.  

 

26. Supreme Court calls for data protection law  

 
 Informational privacy is a facet of the right to privacy. 

  The dangers to privacy in an age of information can originate not only from the state 

but from non-state actors as well. 
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  We commend to the Union government the need to examine and put into place a robust 

regime for data protection . 

 Such a regime must take care of concerns over misuse of the web by terrorists.  

 Any such law must ensure that the restriction falls within the zone of reasonableness. 

  It must also be proportional to the object and needs sought to be fulfilled by the law. 

Apart from national security, the state may have justifiable reasons for the collection and 

storage of data. 

 

27. Niti Aayog wants urban kitchens to shift to electric 

cooking  

 
 The government should explore the prospects for switching over to electric cooking in 

areas where reliable supply of electricity already exists. 

 However, the truth is that even after assured power supply , even in urban areas, it will 

be a long time before cooking dalchawal on an electric device becomes a common 

practice.  

 There are several reasons. 

 

 electric cooking doesn't work well for Indian dishes.  

 the appliances, utensils are expensive.  

 That's why , electric cooking is largely limited to the use of microwave 

ovens, toasters, grills and fryers in urban kitchens.  

 uninterrupted 24x7 power supply is still limited to a few cities.  

 

 

 The document also said the momentum of gains from `Ujala', the programme to replace 

inefficient lighting with LED lamps, should be extended to ACs, fans and water pumps 

by 2019.  

 `Three Year Action Agenda' was  released by finance minister Arun Jaitley .  

 

28. Government talks Deendayal Upadhyay’s way of living to achieve 

UN goals  

 
 The Centre has decided to take ideas from several experts and expert organisations to 

achieve UN sustainable goals. 
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 It has roped in Deendayal Upadhyay Research institute to get inputs on how to go 

about the programme.  

 experts from the institute have urged the government to focus on Sangh ideologue 

Deendayal Upadhyay's 

 

 philosophy of integral humanism , 

  shifting to Indian way of living   

 dependence of family to promote well-being.  

 in Indian traditions, spirituality and family matter, these factors also contribute majorly 

to the wellbeing of Indians. 

  The focus should be on empowering Indians, increasing their esteem by giving them 

a life of dignity  

 the sustainable development goals also known as the Global Goals, are a universal call 

to  

 

 end poverty,  

 protect the planet  

 ensure that all people enjoy peace and prosperity.   

 

29. Railways' campaign to rescue kids to cover 75 busiest 

stations  

 
 The Operation Muskaan, launched in 2015 to rescue the children found on the 

railway premises, currently covers only 35 railway stations.  

 The railway ministry has now decided to bring 47 additional stations within the 

ambit of the campaign, taking the number of stations covered under it to 82 . 

 With this, all the 75 'A1' category railway stations in the country would be 

covered under the campaign  

 Under the Operation Muskaan campaign,  

 

 special kiosks and child help desks had been set up at the designated 

stations,  

 which were being manned round-the-clock by the RPF personnel and 

members of NGOs nominated by the Ministry of Women and Child 

Development. 
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30. Government to launch Saubhagya scheme for household 

electrification  

 
 Rs 16,320-crore scheme to supply electricity to all households by December 

2018,  

 providing free connections to the poor and at very low cost to others.  

 The Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojna, named ‗Saubhagya‘,  

 

 which will be executed just before the next general elections,  

 aims to improve the environment, public health, education and 

connectivity with the help of last-mile power connections across India.  

 It will help reduce the use of kerosene lamps in non-electrified households.  

 After connecting each house with electricity, the government’s next target would be to 

end load shedding and provide 24x7 power  

 Importantly, electricity would be billed without any subsidy.  

 This is a natural transition of government policy from electrification of villages to 

connecting households. 

  Access to energy is central to development and this initiative to expedite that access is 

strongly positive for growth.  

 Remote hamlets will be powered with solar panels along with five LED lamps, a DC fan, 

and a plug point along with repair and maintenance for five years . 

 Under the Saubhagya scheme 

 

 electricity connections will be given free to people identified by the Socio 

Economic and Caste Census of 2011 

 while others will get it for Rs 500, payable in 10 instalments in the bill . 

 

 

 The scheme primarily benefits rural areas, which have the vast majority of households 

without power connections.  

 Rural Electrification Corp will be the nodal agency for the scheme throughout the 

country  

 while public institutions and panchayats will be authorised to collect applications 

forms, distribute bills and collect payments in consultation with panchayati raj 

institutions and urban local bodies.  

 About 90% of the non-electrified households are in Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, 

Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Jharkhand, Rajasthan, Karnataka, J&K and North-Eastern 

States.   
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31. G33 nations wants sops for food security in global rules  

 
 The Group of 33 developing countries, including India and China, has proposed 

to include procurement of food products from farmers at minimum support 

price (MSP) and their distribution at subsidised rates to poor in the global 

rules of agriculture.  

 Subsidies on account of these programmes should not be included in the 

category of trade distorting subsidies that disrupt markets and prices of food 

items . 

 G33 includes 47 developing and least developed countries. 

 

  It has called for an amendment in the Agreement on Agriculture of the World 

Trade Organisation (WTO) because current rules suggest a fixed subsidy of 

10% for food procurement from farmers to feed the poor.  

 

 

 The existing rule also uses an old methodology for subsidy calculation that 

does not account for inflation and is based on a price index of 1986-88. 

 

 The new G33 proposal is based on a submission the group tabled in 2015 

proposing insertion of a new annex to the Agreement on Agriculture.  

 The annex in the draft legal text says public stockholding (PSH) programmes 

for food security purposes would be exempt from subsidy reduction 

commitments.  

 

 

 Public stockholding 
 

 is a policy tool used by governments to purchase, stockpile and 

distribute food when needed. 

  While stocking and distributing food is permitted under WTO rules,  

 governments purchasing food at prices higher than market prices are 

considered to be subsidising their farmers.  

 Public stockholding for food security is critical for developing countries 

where agriculture is dependent on rains, agricultural markets are 

imperfect and they provide subsidised food grains to their poor.  
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 Finding a permanent solution is also important as the peace clause that exempts 

developing countries from penal action for violations comes to an end this year.  

 

 India had challenged a major flexibility given to developed countries whereby they can 

concentrate their subsidies to a few farm products, which allows them more policy space 

and causes distortions in global agricultural trade.   

 

 

32. Government launches negotiable warehousing receipts in 

e-format  

 
 farmers can use to avail of bank credit easily and without fear of losing or 

misusing it.  

 a web portal for registration of warehouses in a faster and more transparent 

manner.  

 Negotiable warehouse receipt, 

 

 which was launched in 2011,  

 allows transfer of ownership of that commodity stored in a warehouse 

without having to deliver the physical commodity. 

  These receipts are issued in negotiable form, making them eligible as 

collateral for loans.  

 Warehouse receipts are made negotiable under the Warehouse 

(Development and Regulation) Act, 2007,  

  regulated by the Warehousing Development and Regulatory Authority 

(WDRA).  

 Farmers will not have to worry about losing the receipt -- which has 

details of the quantity, quality and the warehouse where the commodity 

is stored -- as it will be uploaded online and will be accessible to banks 

while sanctioning loan . 

 This will also stop farmers from taking multiple bank loans on a single 

receipt  

 

 a step towards doubling farmers' income by 2022  
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33. Karnataka launches consultative process for vision 2025  

 
 a first-of-its-kind consultative exercise with the citizens of the state to draw up a 

vision document for overall development in 13 sectors over the next seven years.  

 The government is inviting feedback on agriculture and allied sectors, infrastructure, 

industrial development, services, education, employment and skill development, health 

and nutrition, rural development, social justice and empowerment, urban development, 

IT and BT.  

 A logo has bee unveiled for the project, which is to be backed by a website designed to 

connect and engage with the youth of the state.  

 

34. Saksham committee 

 
 UGC appointed 'Saksham Taskforce'  is formed for ensuring gender sensitisation in 

universities . 

 The SAKSHAM Task Force was set up since the UGC was ―committed to a policy of 

zero tolerance regarding harassment of any kind.  

 Accordingly, a Task Force was constituted to review the present arrangements, identify 

loopholes and inadequacies and to formulate remedial measures to address the concerns 

of all girls and women, and of the youth who study and live in the country‘s numerous 

and diverse university campuses. 

 The Task Force had the following Terms of Reference: 

 (i) To analyse and assess the extent to which the existing arrangements for safety of 
women, both students and employees in particular, and youth in general, are adequate 
on the campuses of the institutions; 

 (ii) To identify shortcomings in the existing system and to suggest measures to put in 
place strong safeguards. 

 (iii) To evaluate grievance Redressal mechanism for gender specific concerns and to 
suggest measures to strengthen them; 
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 (iv) To suggest academic measures and action programmes to bring about changes in 
practices and attitudes within society towards recognizing the fundamental right to 
gender equality; 

 (v) To suggest how gender education and sensitization can be made an integral part of 
the university curriculum in all subject domains; 

 (vi) To suggest how awareness of gender sensitive issues be made an essential eligibility 
criterion in the future recruitment of university staff – both teaching as well as non-
teaching. 

The SAKSHAM Report was accepted as guidelines by the UGC in 2013.  
 

 

 

34. Incredible India 2.0: Focus on spirituality, wellness and 

traditions  

 India's spiritual and wellness traditions will form the highlights of tourism ministry's 

Incredible India 2.0 campaign that will be launched by President Ram Nath Kovind 

on World Tourism Day  

 to promote India as a preferred tourist destination for global audiences will focus on far 

flung monasteries in Lahaul Spiti, and Ayodhya, the centre of the disputed Ram temple-

Babri Masjid site, apart from the usual pilgrim favourites like Varanasi, Mathura and 

Ajmer.  

 the government will also launch the 'Adopt a Heritage' project,  

 

 which entails encouraging students and private organisations to participate more 

actively in the maintenance of Indian heritage.  

 Incredible India 2.0 campaign will focus on developing at least 10 cities where it will 

promote their spirituality quotient and also develop their medical and wellness 

potential.  

 The "holistic development model" of 10 cities have been identified in Uttar Pradesh, 

Assam, Haryana, Tamil Nadu and Gujarat.   
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35.Cabinet gives nod for pacts by Exim Bank under BRICS 

mechanism  
 

 The Cabinet  approved signing of  

 

 interbank local currency credit line agreement and  

 cooperation memorandum relating to credit ratings by Exim Bank with member 

banks 

  under BRICS Interbank Cooperation Mechanism.  

 The initial Master Agreement on Extending Credit Facility in Local Currency 

under the BRICS Interbank Cooperation Mechanism had a validity of five years, 

which expired in March 2017  

 Cooperation Memorandum Relating to Credit Ratings would enable sharing of 

credit ratings amongst the BRICS member banks, based on the request received 

from another bank.  

  

 Exim Bank finances, facilitates and promotes India's international trade. 

  It provides competitive finance at various stages of the business cycle.  

 As the agreement and the MoU are umbrella pacts and non-binding in nature, the 

Board of Directors of Exim Bank has been authorised to negotiate and conclude any 

individual contracts and commitments within their framework.   

 

36.Govt approves Rs 25000-crore mega internal security 

scheme  

 

 to strengthen the country's law and order mechanism, mordernise police forces and 

effectively fight against terrorism . 

 The key Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS), headed by Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi, gave its approval for implementation of the umbrella scheme -- Modernisation of 

Police Forces (MPF) -- for 2017-18 to 2019-20.  

 Special provisions have been made under the scheme for internal security, law and 

order, women security, availability of modern weapons, mobility of police forces, 

logistical support, hiring of helicopters, upgradation of police wireless, national satellite 

network, crime and criminal tracking network and systems, e-prison, etc  
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 a central budget outlay of Rs 10,132 crore has been earmarked for internal security-

related expenditure for Jammu and Kashmir, northeastern states and those affected by 

the left wing extremism (LWE).  

 A scheme for special central assistance (SCA) for 35 districts worst hit by LWE has been 

introduced . 

 the scheme will help undertake development interventions which will catalyse in 

improving the quality of life in these areas and help combat these challenges 

effectively at the same time.  

 Police stations will be integrated to set up a national data base of crime and criminal 

records. It will be linked with other pillars of criminal justice system such as prisons, 

forensic science laboratories and prosecution offices.  

 The umbrella scheme also provides for  

 

 setting up of a state-of-the-art forensic science laboratory in Amravati and 

  upgradation of Sardar Patel Global Centre for Security, Counter Terrorism and 

Anti Insurgency in Jaipur and  

 Gujarat Forensic Science University in Gandhinagar.  

 

 It is expected that the umbrella scheme, 'modernisation of police forces', will go a long 

way to boost the capability and efficiency of central and state police forces by 

modernising them .  

 

37.Karnataka Cabinet clears anti-superstition bill  

 

 to prevent and eradicate "inhuman evil practices"  

 The Evil, Inhuman and Superstitious Practices Prevention Bill. After omitting the 

word superstitious, it is now titled The Karnataka Prevention and Eradication of 

Inhuman Evil Practices and Black Magic Bill, 2017.  

 The government was under pressure from civil society groups to bring in an anti-

superstition bill after the murder of rationalist M M Kalburgi.  

 Those practices which have been included under the 'schedule' for prohibition are--

performing any inhuman, evil act and black magic in search of precious things, 

bounty and hidden treasures  
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38.India is world's 40th most competitive economy: WEF  
 

 latest Global Competitiveness Report 

 slipping one place from last year's ranking -- on the World Economic Forum's global 

competitiveness index, which is topped by Switzerland.  

 On the list of 137 economies, Switzerland is followed by the US and Singapore in 

second and third places, respectively.  

 score has improved across most pillars of competitiveness. These include infrastructure 

(66th rank), higher education and training (75) and technological readiness (107), 

  reflecting recent public investments in these areas . 

 According to the report, India's performance also improved in ICT (information and 

communications technologies) indicators, particularly Internet bandwidth per user, 

mobile phone and broadband subscriptions, and Internet access in schools.  

 A big concern for India is the disconnect between its innovative strength (29) and its 

technological readiness (up 3 to 107):  

 

 as long as this gap remains large, India will not be able to fully leverage its 

technological strengths across the wider economy . 

 Among the BRICS, China and Russia (38) are placed above India.  

 

 South Africa and Brazil are placed at 61st and 80th spots, respectively.  

 The Global Competitiveness Index (GCI) is prepared on the basis of country-level data 

covering 12 categories or pillars of competitiveness. 

 

 Institutions,  

 infrastructure, 

  macroeconomic environment, 

  health and primary education 

 , higher education and training, 

  goods market efficiency,  

 labour market efficiency,  

 financial market development, 

  technological readiness,  

 market size,  
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 business sophistication and 

  innovation 

 According to WEF's Executive Opinion Survey 2017, corruption is the most 

problematic factor for doing business in India.  

 The second biggest bottleneck is 'access to financing', followed by  

 'tax rates',  

 'inadequate supply of infrastructure', 

  'poor work ethics in national labour force' 

  'inadequately educated work force',.  

 Countries preparing for the Fourth Industrial Revolution and simultaneously 

strengthening their political, economic and social systems will be the winners in the 

competitive race of the future  

  

 

39. VNL, BSNL launch disaster management service in India  

 
 "Relief 123" service to provide disaster management in India.  

 

 The "Relief 123" service is an integrated disaster response solution for first 

responders and public safety agencies.  

 

 

 The solution is designed and manufactured by VNL and the backhaul 

connectivity will be provided by BSNL.  

 Given that our country is prone to natural disasters, the availability and quick 

deployment of comprehensive communications solutions will help disaster 

management agencies mount faster and more reliable search and rescue 

operations  

 The comprehensive communication solution will bring BSNL and disaster 

management agencies -- National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) 

and National Disaster Relief Force (NDRF) on one platform for better 

coordination.  

 

 The "Relief 123" is based on "ResQMobil", an integrated portable 

communication solution which packs in the required hardware into a portable 

transportable trailer-on-wheels.  

 The service will  
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 restore connectivity at disaster sites 

 , help locate the affected people  

  integrate information across platforms for quick relief.  

 

 

 The model can also be scaled for Saarc countries, wherein BSNL would have roaming 

agreements with local mobile service operators.  

 Both companies have partnered in the past for the roll out of voice and data 

connectivity in the worst Left-wing extremism-affected areas of the country.  

 

 

 

40. Tropical forests now emit more CO2 than they remove  

 
 continued deforestation and degradation 

 the authors found trends between local policies and carbon abundance.  

 For example in Brazil,  

 

 decreasing losses in carbon density are evident during the early period of 

the study, which the authors attribute to retractions in soy and cattle 

production,  

 increases in monitoring and enforcement together with fines and 

embargos on illegal deforestation, and the creation of new protected 

areas.  

 

41.China launches world's first hack-proof quantum trunk line  

 

 world's first 2,000-km-long "hack proof" quantum communication line between Beijing 

and its commercial capital Shanghai that cannot be wiretapped 

 Quantum communications have ultra-high security. It is impossible to wiretap, 

intercept or crack the information transmitted through them . 

 The line is the world's first trunk line of secure quantum telecommunications. The Jing-

Hu (Beijing-Shanghai) Trunk Line connects Beijing, Jinan, Hefei and Shanghai.  

 The line is connected with the world's first quantum satellite . 
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 The satellite is nicknamed 'Micius' after a Chinese philosopher and scientist who 

conducted optical experiments.  

 

 

 

 

41. Nirmala Sitharaman inagurates Pratham-Shyok bridge in 

Leh  

 
 Pratham-Shyok bridge that will link Leh to Karakoram, providing connectivity on the 

strategically important Darbuk-Shyok-Daulat Beg Olde axis for military transport.  

 The state-of-the-art bridge is a major development on the Shyok Gong river which will 

enhance travel of locals as well as the Army in this strategic region.  

 It will increase travel and communication for strategic transport. 

 

Senior IPS officer Rajni Kant Mishra today took charge as 

Director General of Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB), succeeding 

Archana Ramasundaram 1st Woman as  DG of SSB 

 


