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1. What a geographical indication tag means for a product  
 
 Probable Questions  

 
a) What is a GI tag? Why is it important in Indian context? 

 
 The recent Rasgollah Fight : 

 
 Odisha and West Bengal have been sparring for over two years now over claims to the sweet‟s invention.  

 The former says it has been offered as prasad at the Puri Jagannath temple since the 12th century and the latter 
claims Nobin Chandra Das created the rasogolla as we know it today in Kolkata in 1868.  

 

 About GI Tag 

 

 A geographical indication (GI) is a name or sign used on products which corresponds to a specific 
geographical location or origin (e.g. a town, region, or country).  
 

 The WTO Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights ("TRIPS") defines 
"geographical indications" as indications that identify a good as "originating in the territory of a Member, or a 
region or locality in that territory, where a given quality, reputation or other characteristic of the good is 
essentially attributable to its geographic origin. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Trade_Organization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agreement_on_Trade-Related_Aspects_of_Intellectual_Property_Rights


©APTI PLUS ACADEMY FOR CIVIL SERVICES 

Stay Updated @ www.aptiplus.in For More IAS Exam Materials 

 The use of a geographical indication may act as a certification that the product possesses certain qualities, is 
made according to traditional methods, or enjoys a certain reputation, due to its geographical origin. 

 

 Like trademarks, geographical indications are regulated locally by each country. 
 

 GI has its origins in the 1883 Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property.  
 

 But it was formalised in the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) of 
1994.   

 In 1994, when negotiations on the WTO TRIPS were concluded, governments of all WTO member countries 
(155 countries, as of 10 May 2012) had agreed to set certain basic standards for the protection of GIs in all 
member countries. 
 

 India, which is a party to TRIPS, formulated a GI law in 1999, which came into force four years later. India 
has till now granted 303 GIs . 

 

 

 Karnataka is the state with most GIs, accounting for over a tenth of the country‟s total.   
 

 It is valid for 10 years after which it can be renewed. 
 

  Once a product has got a GI, it would be illegal for someone outside that region to make and sell a similar 
product under that name.  

 
 
 

 Significance of GI Tag 
 

 Gives commercial adavantage over GI tagged product. 

 Gives legal strength to a product from its actual place of origin. 

 Gives recognition to the regional  culture, tradition and heritage of the people of that area and of their lives . 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Trade_Organization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agreement_on_Trade-Related_Aspects_of_Intellectual_Property_Rights
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 Better pricing during export. 

 Gives a corporate outlook to the product related industry. 

 GI is a tool to protect the interests of small farmers, craftsmen and manufacturers, and to preserve the link of 
a product to a specific region, 

 Conclusion : 
 

GI tag is creating a great way for the culture and heritage of a region specific product to be recognized 
worldwide. Although it is not publicized in a big way , it is providing the much needed legal support to a 
generic product.However to convert it to actual financial output to the industry   it has a long way to go. In 
small scale is is providing much needed stability to small scame farmers.   

 
 

2. “Fruits of economic development must reach poorest of the poor” – Elaborate. 

 
 
 Economic Growth and Social evils  

 
 It is most paradoxical that as India marches ahead as one of the fastest growing large economies of the world,  

social evils like casteism, communalism and corruption are still prevalent and negatively impacting the social 
fabric of the country.  

 These three cankers affecting India’s growth narrative have to be destroyed.  

 promoting education among the downtrodden and in fighting against social evils like untouchability 

 Measures taken to promote social inclusiveness like implementation of 25 per cent seats for the poor in private 
schools will have to be strictly implemented.  
 

 Poverty Alleviation  
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 While the governments will continue with their welfare programmes for the poor and the needy, every 
conscientious citizen of the country must try to make a difference to the lives of the underprivileged in 
every possible manner. 

 The divisive walls erected in the minds of the people in the name of caste, religion or social hierarchy will have 
to be removed. 

 
 

 New India Vision 
 

 New India, which we are envisaging to build, has to be free of poverty with equitable distribution of wealth and 
prosperity. 

 it has to be free from gender-based discrimination, atrocities on women and weaker sections, corruption, religious 
extremism, terrorism and regionalism.  

  It has to be a country of people with strong ethical and moral values, who believe in „One Country and One People‟, 
irrespective of religion. 

 some electoral reforms might also have to be considered to improve governance and make it more accountable to 
the people.  

 
 Demographic Dividend 

 
 with about 65 per cent of the Indian population under 35 years of age, India is on the cusp of a big a transformation 

and the skills and the talents of the educated youth will have to be fully tapped for development of the country.  
 
 

3. Authors and speakers will have to discuss how to bring about change in every 
sphere of India: Vice President  
 
 
Probable questions (Mainly for essay) 
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a) “Good books like great men are immortal” – Elucidate. 
b) “A society must always be in conversation with itself”-Elaborate. 
c) Describe the significance of Literature in building  a New India. 

 

 Literature is the lifeblood of a society, mirroring 
 

 its inner workings, 
  its triumphs and challenges, 
  its anxieties and its possibilities. 
  It is a reflection of its trials and tribulations. 
 It provides an insight into the happenings of a society and captures its culture, traditions, ethos . 

 

 Literature and its celebration are also intrinsically woven into the essential fabric of an open society and the culture of 
our democracy.  

 India has always been blessed with a strong literary lineage of writers, poets, intellectuals and thinkers, who have 
chronicled the times, exemplified our open traditions and enriched the intellectual traditions of India with some of 
the finest works.  

 Works of many Indian writers were translated into several languages because of their universal appeal.  

 Good books like great men are immortal.  
 

 the country has emerged as one of the large economic powers in the world and is increasingly becoming the 
favourite destination for foreign investors. 
 The recent upgrading of India’s sovereign rating by the Moody’s Investors Service,  
 India’s jump by 30 places in the World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business rankings to be ranked 100 among 190 

countries, 
  the decision of the government to infuse Rs.2,11 lakh crore into public sector banks,  
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 demonetization and introduction of Goods and Services Tax (GST)  augur well for Indian economy with the 
GDP growth likely to touch 7.5 per cent in the coming months.  

 India is at a historic juncture and at the cusp of a major transformation—not only in terms of economic growth, but 
also because it is one of the oldest civilisations with a young population.  

 with an educated, talented and skilled young work force, India has all the potential to become a leading player in 
digital technologies and global knowledge hub. 

 India always believed in pluralistic traditions and ethos and never allowed narrow and bigoted views or practices to 
rear their ugly heads. 

 while the freedom of speech is a fundamental pillar of our free society, it is not absolute and is circumscribed by 
reasonable restrictions.  

 Dissent is agreeable but disintegration is not acceptable. That is the bottom line and any attempt to undermine the 
integrity and unity of India by forces inimical to the growth of India must be nipped in the bud. 

 “A society must always be in conversation with itself” 
 
 

4. Important Appointments 
 

Sl No Name  Post 

1. Shaktikanta Das  India's G20 Sherpa 

 There are two tracks in G20 -- the 
Finance Track and the 
Development Track. 

  Finance Track is managed by the 
Secretary (Economic Affairs), 

Ministry of Finance, as India's 
Deputy to G-20 and the 
Development Track is coordinated 
by the Sherpa. 
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  The Department of Economic 
Affairs will provide necessary 
support to the Sherpa  

 Sherpas, who are representatives 
of leaders of G20 member 
countries, coordinate on the agenda 
of the summit. 

 The G20, a central forum for 
international cooperation on 

financial and economic issues, 
accounts for more than four- fifths 
of gross world product and is home 
to almost two-thirds of the world's 
population.  

2 N K Singh  appointed chairman of 15th Finance 
Commission 

 The commission will review the current 
status of the finance, deficit, debt levels, 
cash balances and fiscal discipline 
efforts of the Union and the states.  

 It will also recommend a fiscal 
consolidation road map for sound fiscal 
management.  

 As per Article 280 of the Constitution 
 

 the commission is required to 
make recommendations on 
the distribution of the net 
proceeds of taxes between 
the Centre and the states.  

 The commission also suggests the 
principles which should govern the 
grants in aid of the revenues of the 
states out of the Consolidated Fund of 
India.  

 the impact of the GST  
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 The new Finance Commission will 
cover five-year period commencing 
April 1, 2020.   

 
5. India, Russia sign comprehensive counter terror pact  

 
 India and Russia agreed that terror should be fought unitedly and asserted that there are no good or bad terrorists 

as they signed a comprehensive counter terror agreement.  

 cooperation in the field of security is an important aspect of this bilateral relationship further strengthen 
cooperation to combat terrorism, extremism and radicalism.  

 The two sides also agreed to cooperate in combating new challenges, enhance exchange of information, cooperate 
in building a data base, and in training of police and investigative agencies. 

 Both sides agreed to hold the next Joint Working Group to counter terrorism between India and Russia in 2018.  

 This agreement provides a comprehensive approach for cooperation in security related issues, including 
 

 Information Technology Crimes,  
 Counterfeiting currency,  
 Illicit Trafficking in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances,  
 Trafficking in Human Beings, 
  Economic Crimes,  
 Crimes related to Intellectual Property, Cultural Property . 

 
 
 
 

6. 30% premature deaths in India due to air pollution: CSE Report  
 

 lifestyle diseases like obesity, mental health, cancer and heart diseases to count a few, as the major killers in India.  
 

 a report by Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) stated that air pollution is responsible for 30 per cent of 
premature deaths in India while every third child in Delhi has impaired lungs.  
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 India ranks second in the list of countries with highest diabetes patients . 

 According to the World Health Organization (WHO), there are four major risk factors for NCDs -- alcohol, tobacco, 
poor diet intake and lack of physical activity, which the WHO claims could be dramatically reduced by investing 
just USD 1-3 per year per person.  

 

 the cost is going to be much higher considering that risk factors in India are many more than the four identified by the 
global body . 

 air pollution is known to cause Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Diseases (COPD), but there is little understanding 
on how this can adversely affect mental health.  

 Targeting environmental risk factors is essential if we want to meet the Sustainable Development Goal 3.4, which 
mandates a one-third reduction in premature deaths due to lifestyle diseases by 2030 .  

7. Indian project aims to overcome shortage of donor organs  
 
 Probable Questions  

 
a) What is “Tissue Engineering”? How can tissue engineering solve the problem of Organ Donor 

shortage in India? 
 
 

 Tissue engineering is the use of a combination of cells, engineering and materials methods, and suitable biochemical and 
physicochemical factors to improve or replace biological tissues. 
 

  Tissue engineering involves the use of a scaffold for the formation of new viable tissue for a medical purpose.  
 

 Scaffolds are materials that have been engineered to cause desirable cellular interactions to contribute to the formation of 
new functional tissues for medical purposes. Cells are often 'seeded' into these structures capable of supporting three-
dimensional tissue formation. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cell_(biology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Engineering
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Materials_science
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biochemistry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dimension
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dimension
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 It has become an established protocol for the bioengineering of living tissues using engineered "scaffolds" that cells can 
populate and allow for regeneration of tissues that can be fully functional.   
 

  in practice the term is closely associated with applications that repair or replace portions of or whole tissues 
(i.e., bone, cartilage, blood vessels, bladder, skin, muscle etc.). 
 

 the success of tissue engineering methods has now generated strong interest in the next level of whole organ development 

wherein the tools of tissue engineering are integrated with engineering and process technologies, molecular biology and 

developmental biology to generate working organs for transplant.  

 

 Tissues of complex organs like heart, lung and liver have been successfully recreated in the lab, but they are a long way 
from being ready for implant into a patient.  

 
 

8. Can't direct government to bring a law on torture: Supreme Court  
 
 
 Probable Questions 

 
1. What is a “writ petition” ? Examine its effectiveness with regards to its limitations. 
2. Discuss the role of NHRC regarding torture related issues in India. Does India need legislations regarding Torture in 

custody? Critically analyse. 

 
 Recent News  

 
 Attorney General K K Venugopal who said the prayer in a plea with regard to framing of a law to prevent torture 

and inhuman treatment of individuals in custody was also a subject matter of discussion in the Law Commission.  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autologous_chondrocyte_implantation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blood_vessels
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urinary_bladder
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muscle
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 The bench was hearing a PIL filed by senior advocate and former law minister Ashwani Kumar, who has sought 
directions to frame an effective law on the issue and empower agencies like the NHRC with necessary 
enforcement capabilities and mechanisms to implement its orders and directions.  

 

 despite being a signatory to the United Nations' Convention Against Torture, 1997, India has not ratified the 
convention so far since ratification required an enabling legislation to reflect the definition and punishment for 

'torture'.  
 

 The government had earlier said a writ petitioner cannot seek a legislation through the court as the issue fell under the 
domain of the executive and the legislature.  

 

 
 

9. Constitution day Celebrations; Urge for  Liberty, Equality and Fraternity Among 
three Branches of State 
 

 Constitution Day celebrations, organised by the Supreme Court to mark the anniversary of the adoption of our 
Constitution on November 26, 1949. 

 
 

 Probable Questions : 
 

a) What are the intrinsic values of Indian Constitution? Discuss on the role of Constitution in Inclusive 
Development of India. 

b) “Sobriety and discretion in communication between the three branches namely Judiciary, Administration and 
Legislation is also extremely advisable”- Critically Analyse. 

c) How does Indian constitution deal with the dynamics of Modern Polity ?  Discuss.  
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 Constitution is not static but is a living document. 
 

 The Constituent Assembly was conscious that the Constitution would need to be interwoven with new 

threads. 
 In a dynamic world, this would be the best way to serve the people and the nation as a whole.  
 over the years, many amendments have been carried out to the Constitution by Parliament.  

 

 Constitution is not just an abstract ideal. 
 

 It has to be made meaningful to the lives of ordinary people in every street, every village and every mohalla of 
our country.  

 It has to somehow connect with their everyday existence and make it more comfortable.  
 

 

 Sense of trust is inherent in constitutional governance 
 
 When the Government trusts citizens to attest their documents themselves, it is in keeping with the spirit of 

the Constitution. 
 Union government trusts state governments by devolving financial powers to them, and  

 taking ahead the mission of cooperative federalism, then too we are working in the spirit of the Constitution.  
 

 Mutual empowerment 
  The Constitution empowers the people as much as the people empower the Constitution. 
 When individuals and institutions ask what the Constitution has done for them and how it has built their 

capacities – they must also consider what they have done to uphold the Constitution. And what they have 
done to support its value system. 
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 Trinity of Democracy 
 
 our Constitution builds a superstructure of political, economic and social democracy.  
 This superstructure rests on three principles or pillars: liberty, equality and fraternity.  

 
 the three branches of the state – that is, the judiciary, the legislature and the executive. They are all equal. 

They should all be conscious of their liberty and strive to protect their autonomy. 
 

 And yet, they should be careful not to disturb the fraternity of the separation of powers by even unknowingly 
intruding into the domain of either of the two other branches.  

 

 Sobriety and discretion in communication between the three branches is also extremely advisable.  
 

 This will promote and enhance fraternity between three equal branches of the state, all of which have a certain 
responsibility to the Constitution.  

 

 
 

 Way Forward 
 

 our fundamental commitment must continue to be to take the values of our Constitution – and the fruits of our 
social, economic and political development – to the very grassroots of our society. 

  For this we must make constant efforts to raise standards of subordinate institutions and bring them at par with 
apex institutions in all spheres.   


