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1. Government to reintroduce Bill to grant Constitutional Status to NCBC 

 
 Probable Questions : 
 
1. What are the privileges does a Body with Constitutional status enjoy. 
2. What is NCBC ? Critically analyze the different aspects of providing the body with a constitutional status. 
3. Analyse the 123rd Constitutional Amendment Bill. 

 
 Topic:   
 
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these vulnerable 
sections 
 
 
 NCBC 

 
 National Commission for Backward Classes is under the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment established on 14 

August 1993.  
 It was constituted pursuant to the provisions of the National Commission for Backward Classes Act, 1993. 
 National Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC) is proposed to be dissolved to create the National Commission for 

Socially and Educationally Backward Classes (NCSEBC) as a constitutional body. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_Social_Justice_and_Empowerment
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 Indra Sawhney & Ors. Vs. Union of India.(1992) 
 

 directed the Government of India, State Governments and Union Territory Administrations to constitute a 
permanent body in the nature of a Commission or Tribunal for entertaining, examining and recommending 
upon requests for inclusion and complaints of over-inclusion and under-inclusion in the list of OBCs. 

 The Supreme Court held that the Constitution recognised only social and educational — and not economic 
— backwardness. 

 The number of backward castes in Central list of OBCs has now increased to 5,013. 
 In October 2015, National Commission for Backward Classes proposed that a person belonging to OBC with an 

annual family income of up to 15 lakhs should be considered as minimum ceiling for OBC. 
 NCBC also recommended sub-division of OBCs into 'backward', 'more backward' and 'extremely backward' 

blocs and divide 27% quota amongst them in proportion to their population, to ensure that stronger OBCs 
don't corner the quota benefits. 

 
 Composition 

 
5 members 

1. Chairperson : SC or HC judge 
2. 2 PERSONS : Special knowledges regarding backward classes. 
3. 1 social scientist4 
4.  officer of Secretary rank from GoI 

 

 The Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty-Third Amendment) Bill, 2017 
 

 Constitution of a Commission under Article 338B for socially and educationally backward classes by name of National 
Commission for Backward Classes.    

 insertion of Clause (26C) under Article 366 with modified definition viz. “socially and educationally backward classes” 
means such backward classes as are so deemed under Article 342A for the purpose, this Constitution  
 

 
 

 Role of NCSC:   
 

http://www.prsindia.org/billtrack/the-constitution-one-hundred-and-twenty-third-amendment-bill-2017-4725/
http://www.prsindia.org/billtrack/the-constitution-one-hundred-and-twenty-third-amendment-bill-2017-4725/
http://www.prsindia.org/billtrack/the-constitution-one-hundred-and-twenty-third-amendment-bill-2017-4725/
http://www.prsindia.org/billtrack/the-constitution-one-hundred-and-twenty-third-amendment-bill-2017-4725/
http://www.prsindia.org/billtrack/the-constitution-one-hundred-and-twenty-third-amendment-bill-2017-4725/
http://www.prsindia.org/billtrack/the-constitution-one-hundred-and-twenty-third-amendment-bill-2017-4725/
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 Currently, under the Constitution the NCSC has the power to look into complaints and 
welfare measures with regard to Scheduled Castes, backward classes and Anglo-Indians.   

 The Bill seeks to remove the power of the NCSC to examine matters related to backward 
classes. 

 

 Backward classes:   
 
 The Constitution Amendment Bill states that the President may specify the socially and 

educationally backward classes in the various states and union territories.   
 He may do this in consultation with the Governor of the concerned state.  
 a law of Parliament will be required if the list of backward classes is to be amended. 

 

 Functions:  
 
    Under the Constitution Amendment Bill, the duties of the NCBC will include: 
 

(i) investigating and monitoring how safeguards provided to the backward classes 
under the Constitution and other laws are being implemented 
 

(ii)  inquiring into specific complaints regarding violation of rights 
 

(iii)  advising and making recommendations on socio-economic development of such 
classes.  The central and state governments will be required to consult with the NCBC 
on all major policy matters affecting the socially and educationally backward classes. 

                                    

 The NCBC will be required to present annual reports to the President on working of the safeguards for backward classes.  
These reports will be tabled in Parliament, and in the state legislative assemblies of the concerned states. 
 

 Powers of a civil court:  Under the Constitution Amendment Bill, the NCBC will have the powers of a civil court while 
investigating or inquiring into any complaints.  These powers include:  

o summoning people and examining them on oath,  
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o  requiring production of any document or public record,  
o  receiving evidence. 

 

 Three Important Articles  
 
 

o Article 338 
o Article 342A 

 
 342. Scheduled Tribes. 
 The President may with respect to any State or Union territory, and where it is a State, after consultation 

with the Governor thereof, by public notification, specify the tribes or tribal communities or parts of or 
groups within tribes or tribal communities which shall for the purposes of this Constitution be deemed to be 

Scheduled Tribes in relation to that State or Union territory, as the case may be. 
 

 Parliament may by law include in or exclude from the list of Scheduled Tribes specified in a notification 
issued  

 

 

o Article 366 
 

 Scheduled Castes means such cases, races or tribes or parts of or groups within such castes, races or tribes as are    
                                                         deemed under Article 341 to be Scheduled Castes for the purposes of this Constitution; 
 

 Scheduled Tribes means such tribes or tribal communities or parts of or groups within such tribes or tribal 
communities as are deemed under Article 342 to be Scheduled Tribes for the purposes of this Constitution 
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 Constitutuional and statutory body 
 

 

1. Constitutional body :-  
 
They are those bodies which find considerable mention in the constitution, in ways like having a part of the constitution 
or an article explaining their position. 

 example - Part XV of Indian constitution houses Elections, under which Article 324 has Election Commission - where 
its composition, Powers, independence is talked about. 

2. Extra Constitutional Body :- 
 
 they are those bodies which do not find mention in the   

constitution. They are created by various methods which further explain their nomenclature. 

          2.A. Statutory Body:-  

                   they are those bodies which are created by a law passed by the parliament which explicitly mentions the objectives for creation,           
                  their composition, Powers. Such bodies are subject to change by a respective change in the law governing them 
                                                                 example - the information commission derives its power from the right to information act - which provides      
                                                                                   for a body having power of civil court to redress issues relating to RTI. 
                                                                                  other examples are - National Human Rights Commission(formed to conform to United nations   
                                                                                  charter on Human rights), Central vigilance commission 

          2.B. Executive bodies :-  

             they are those bodies which are created by an executive order - i.e. order of a ministry of union or state. Such bodies have no    
                  constitutional or law backing them.  
                  Other such bodies are UIDAI (Aadhar card), which when faced controversy is undergoing shift to statutory body. 
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3. India asks UN to declare 2018 as International year of millets 

 Probable questions  

a) “Millets are considered to be a one stop solution to climate crisis” briefly explain the statement from India’s perspective 

 Advantage: 

 native to the sub-continent 
 offering a sustainable livelihood especially to the drought prone areas of the country. 
 opportunity to address India’s continuing malnutrition problem.. 
 Low water requirement ( Only pulses require lower water ),It gives A chance to ensure food security 

in the eventuality of climate-change-triggered drought 
 They thrive on non-chemical agronomic practices. 
 they are pest-free crops. 

 Don’t need fertile soil. 

 millet farming needs zero energy input 
 They offer not only food but also fodder, health, nutrition, livelihood and ecological security. Thus, 

while other food crops can offer us food security, millets can offer multiple securities. 

 Challenges :  

 to revert to millets when the government has been promoting the consumption of wheat and rice for decades 
 We don’t yet produce enough millets to fulfill our consumption yet. 

 Lack of innovation in food processing. 

 

 What the govt has asked for ? 
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o India has asked the United Nations to declare 2018 as the 'International Year of Millets' and promote it as 
nutrition-rich smart food across the world. 

o there is a need to promote millets as the "awareness is low" among consumers, policy makers, industry and R&D 
sector. 

o Promotion of production and consumption of millets through conscious efforts at global level is likely to contribute 
substantially in the fight against the targeted hunger and mitigate the effects of climate change in the long run 

o The yield of millets can be increased three times and they have multiple untapped uses such as food, feed, biofuels 
and brewing. Therefore, millets are smart food and good for consumers, farmers and the planet. 

o millets are nutritionally superior to wheat and rice owing to their higher level of protein with more balanced amino 
acid profile, crude fibre and minerals. 

o They are traditionally grown in resource poor agro- climatic region. 

 

4. Gram Panchayat certificates no proof of citizenship: Supreme Court 
 

 Supreme Court of India which is monitoring the updation of National Register of Citizens (NRC) 1951 on completed 
hearing on if document issued by Panchayat can be considered as a proof of citizenship however the apex court has 
reserved the judgement. 

 
 
 

 National Register of Citizens of India 
 

 The National Register of Citizens (NRC) contains names of Indian citizens.  
 The NRC was prepared in 1951,after the Census of 1951 
 The NRC Updation is currently going on (2014-2016) across the state and shall include the names of those persons (or their 

descendants) who appear in the NRC 1951, or in any of the Electoral Rolls up to the midnight of 24 March 1971. 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/India
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/United-Nations
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/commoditysummary/symbol-WHEAT.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Supreme-Court
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/National-Register-of-Citizens
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/judgement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electoral
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5. Cabinet approves setting up of 15th Finance Commission 

 

 The Union cabinet has approved constitution of the Fifteenth Finance Commission that will decide the formula for sharing 
of taxes between the Centre and states for five years starting April 1, 2020. 

 The names of members and the terms of reference (ToR) of the commission will be announced later. 
 Article 280 of the Constitution requires setting up of a finance commission within two years from the commencement of this 

Constitution and thereafter at the expiration of every fifth year. 
 The primary task of the commission is to  

 

 decide the formula for the distribution between the Centre and the states of net proceeds of taxes and 
  the horizontal allocation of the devolution among states. 
  It also decides on the rules for grants-inaid to the states out of the Consolidated Fund of India. 

 The 14th Finance Commission was set up on January 2, 2013. Headed by former Reserve Bank of India governor YV Reddy, 
its recommendations cover the period from April 1, 2015 to March 31, 2020. 

 The Fourteenth Finance Commission had stepped up the share of states in net central taxes to 42% from 32%. 

 Important Topic : How do States get revenue from the Center? 

1. States’ share of taxes and Duties (As per Finance Commission recommendations) 
2. Non-Plan Grants & Loans (As per Finance Commission recommendations) 
3. Central Assistance for State & UT (with Legislature) Plans 
4. Assistance for Central and Centrally Sponsored Schemes 

In addition to this: 

 Direct release of Central assistance for State/UT Plans to implementing agencies (MPLADS) 
 Investments made from National Small Savings Fund in Special State Government Securities 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Consolidated-Fund
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 States’ share of taxes and Duties 

 Vertical Devolution: Proceed of taxes between centre and states. 

 Horizontal devolution: the allocation between the States of the respective shares of such proceeds. 

 
The finance commission formula for horizontal devolution is as below:  
 
1.Fiscal capacity or Income Distance (Highest weightage) 
2.Population 1971 ( More weightage as of 14th FFC) 
3.Population 2011  
4.Area  

5.Fiscal discipline  
6.Forest cover ( Latest introduction) 

 

 Difference between Normal Central Assistance, Additional Central Assistance and 

Special Central Assistance 

 

a) Normal Central Assistance(NCA) 

 

 70 percent of NCA will go to 18 states while 30 percent will go to 11 special category states. 

 The share of NCA is mostly as grants in case of special category states (90:10), while it being mostly loans in case of 

other states, ie 30:70 (grants: loans). 

 Allocation in Non special category states is done by Gadgil Mukherjee formula. 

 However, as a proportion of total centre-state transfers NCA typically accounts for a relatively small portion (around 

5% of total transfers). 

 11 states are currently enjoying special category status. They are: 
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1. Assam 
2. Nagaland 
3. Jammu & Kashmir 
4. Arunachal Pradesh 
5. Himachal Pradesh 
6. Manipur 
7. Meghalaya 
8. Mizoram 
9. Sikkim 
10. Tripura 
11. Uttarakhand 

 

 Features required for special status are: 

(i) hilly and difficult terrain; 

(ii) low population density or sizable share of the tribal population; 

(iii) strategic location along borders with neighboring countries; 

(iv) economic and infrastructural backwardness; 

(v) non-viable nature of state finances.  

 

6.SC's no to plea to nullify polls if NOTA gets majority 

 

 The Supreme Court  refused to entertain a plea seeking a direction to the poll panel to nullify an election result and 
conduct fresh poll if NOTA gets the maximum votes in a constituency.  
 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Supreme-Court
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 The apex court termed the suggestions as "unworkable" and said "we cannot destroy our democracy just like that... 
holding an election in our country is a very serious and expensive business. Today we cannot say that unless a person 
gets 51 per cent of votes, he cannot be declared elected. 

 

The petition had also said the right to reject and elect a new candidate will give power to the people to express their 
discontent. 
 

 The Right to Reject was first proposed by the Law Commission in its 170th report in 1999 as part of its 'Alternative 
Method of Election'.  

 It had also suggested that the contesting candidates should be declared elected only if they have obtained 51 per cent 
of all valid votes. 
 

 Probable Questions :  

 
1. What is Right to Reject ? How relevant is it to Indian democracy ? Critically analyse. 

2. Briefly explain  merits and demerits of NOTA . 
 
 

 Right to Reject  
 

 Right To Reject is a condition when Rejection/Negative Votes win majority, it results in re-election. 
According to Indian constitution, Freedom To Vote is fundamental Right but Right to vote is statutory right. 

 Hence, govt cant force anyone to vote,  

 So one can vote negatively as  we have Freedom to Vote, but since the Right to vote is statutory, you have can only vote for 
the options that Election Commission provides for you. 
 
 

 Advantage of NOTA  
 

 this introduction will draw in new voters. 
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 This move puts common man on top and shall also give rise to a consciousness among the political parties of being scrutinized for 
not nominating honest candidates. 

 The main purpose of decriminalization of politics would be served to an extent. 
 

 Disadvantage of NOTA based Re Election 
 

 The court did not provide any solution to the outcomes that it would lead to. 
  Even If NOTA gets majority there is no provision of Re-election . 
 Nothing is said about the candidates who are restricted. 
 Re election may lead to a weakened governance.  

 It is also a burden on our economy.  

 The time gap between the election may lead to policy paralysis and development will get stalled. Which in turn will 
create an adverse situation locally. 

 Resource arrangement , especially staff will affect the productivity of other sectors also. 
 
 
 
 

 CONCLUSION  
 

 the right to reject may not serve the democracy in practice but in principle.The provision of casting a negative vote would be a 
powerful tool indeed only if it could be enabled against each individual candidate.It , if implanted properly will increase the sense of 
accountability and decriminalization of Political system. 

 

6. Cabinet approves agreement between India and Philippines on co-operation and 
mutual assistance in customs matters 
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 Agreement between India and Philippines on co-operation and mutual assistance in customs matters. 
 The Agreement will help in the availability of relevant information for the prevention and investigation of Customs offences. 
 The Agreement is also expected to facilitate trade and ensure efficient clearance of goods traded between the countries. 
 The draft Agreement takes care of Indian Customs' concerns and requirements, particularly in the area of exchange of information 

on the correctness of the Customs value declared and authenticity of certificates of origin of the goods traded between the two 
countries. 
 

7. Unity and integrity is strength of our country: Vice President 
 

 we believe in India’s philosophy of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ which says ‘the world is one family’. 
 ours is the land that prayed for welfare of all - “Sarve Janaah Sukhino Bhavantu”. 
 We showed humanity the righteous path of compassion, tolerance and universal brotherhood. 

 
( These lines are important while writing an essay relevant to the heading above) 

 

8. exemption of 'bamboo' from Forest Act 
 

 entire North Eastern Region (NER) of India will benefit from this decision which had been a public demand for the last nearly 90 
years. 

 Following the approval by the Union Cabinet, the President of India promulgated the Indian Forest (Amendment) Ordinance, 2017  
 
 to exempt bamboo grown in non-forest areas from the definition “Tree”,  
 thereby dispensing with the requirement of obtaining a permit for felling of bamboo for economic use. 
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 the bamboo was legally defined as a "Tree" under the Indian Forest Act, 1927 which proved to be a major impediment for bamboo 
cultivation by non-farmers on non-forest land. 

 India is one of the major producers of bamboo in the world, found abundantly in the NER. 
 bamboo can be utilized for manufacture of furniture, handicrafts, house construction and several other diverse applications 

including paper industry, cottage industry, fabric making units, wood substitutes like flooring, roofing, panels etc. 
 this will not only help in  

 

 generating employability  
 self-employment  
  give a major boost to revenue  
 Boost to  Start-Up entrepreneurship in the Northeast. 

 

 Probable Questions :  
1. The  Cabinet has recently decided to exempt bamboo from being considered as a tree in Non forst area . How 

will it going to impact the NER? Discuss. Define a Forest and Tree. What is a Non Forest Area ? 
 
 

9. Cabinet approves India's Membership for European Bank for Reconstruction & 
Development 
 
 Probable Questions 

 
1. India recently has joined multiple multilateral development banks globally. How can this step boost India’s 

role in global Politics and Economics. Briefly explain. 
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 Main News   
 

 Background  

 
 With the country's impressive economic growth over the years and enhanced international political profile, it was 

considered appropriate that India should expand its presence on the global developmental landscape beyond its 
association with the Multi-lateral Development Banks (MDBs) such as the World Bank, Asian Development Bank and 
African Development Bank. 
 

 The decision to join the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) and the New Development Bank (NDB) was 
taken earlier in this backdrop. 

 

 Financial Implications: 

 
 India decided to buy minimum number of shares. 

 The minimum initial investment towards the membership of EBRD will be approximately €1 (one) million. 
 

 Impact: 
 

 Membership of EBRD would enhance India's international profile and promote its economic interests. 

 India's investment opportunities would get a boost 

 It would increase the scope of cooperation between India and EBRD through co-financing opportunities in 
manufacturing, services, Information Technology, and Energy. 

 The membership would help India leverage the technical assistance and sectoral knowledge of the bank for the 
benefit of development of private sector. 

 This would contribute to an improved investment climate in the country. 

 would enhance the competitive strength of the Indian firms, and provide an enhanced access to international markets 
in terms of business opportunities, procurement activities, consultancy assignments. 

 Increased economic activities would have the employment generating potential.  

 It would also enable Indian nationals to get the employment opportunity in the Bank. 
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12. Defence of Andaman & Nicobar Islands Exercise (DANX-17) 
 

 Main objective of the exercise was to practice & validate procedures and drills of all the Command forces aimed at 
defending Andaman & Nicobar Islands.  
 
 

#####  National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) and the Indian National Centre for Ocean Information 

Services (INCOIS) conducted a first-of-its-kind multi-State mega mock exercise on tsunami preparedness covering 
the entire eastern coastline of the country. 
 

 Simulation exercises were conducted simultaneously in 35 coastal districts across four States of West Bengal, 

Odisha, Andhra Pradesh & Tamil Nadu and Union Territory of Puducherry along the entire East Coast, to 
assess and improve the early warning and response mechanism to mitigate the impact of a high-intensity 
tsunami. 

 Representatives from 11 Pacific Island countries observed the exercise for key lessons and best practices to be 
adopted while preparing for and responding to a disaster situation. 

 After the drills, post-exercise analyses were carried out by NDMA. 
 The exercise is one of the various activities planned on the occasion of the 2nd World Tsunami Awareness Day 

held on 5th November this year. 
 

 

 Conclusion 
 

 Tsunami is a highly devastating natural hazard, and requires rapid response when it occurs as the reaction time is 

limited. 
  The exercise is significant as India's eastern coast is susceptible to both cyclones and tsunamis.  
 The region was one of the worst affected by the Indian Ocean tsunami of 2004.  
 This exercise will go a long way in helping States/UTs in updating their resources, procedures and plans. 
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IMPORTANT ESSAY TOPIC FOR THIS WEEK 

In the wake of National Law Day 26th November 

1. Judicial Review and Parliamentary Democracy – Balancing the Separation of Powers.  

2.     Appointments to Higher Judiciary – Constraints of Collegium System and Reforms Ahead.  

3.     Structural Reforms for Overcoming Delays in Justice Delivery.  

4.     Scope of Judicial Powers: Judicial Activism 


