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1. Telcos in India can shut services without surrendering license: Trai 

 

 A carrier can shut its services without surrendering its license,

 but must immediately surrender non-auctioned spectrum and
 also inform customers 30 days in advance.
 a 60-day notice to the regulator and the telecom department (DoT), by a mobile 

phone operator closing services through shift in any other technology or by selling all 
of its airwaves by trading.

 DoT can reject requests to close down a service, 'only when warranted', in the interest 
of public or national security or in the event of national emergency or war.

 there are several exit options available for telcos


 including trading or outright sale of airwaves


 non-renewal of spectrum in a circle by choice or market forces


 change of technology


 sharing agreement comes to end.




 Experts noted that some telcos had renewed airwaves through an auction but were 
allocated different frequencies which needed technological adjustments leading to some 
service disruptions.

 In another case, a telco didn't renew its airwaves in some circles and hence had to ask 
its customers to move to another technology which it was offering or port out to another 
carrier.

 India started auctioning bandwidth from 2010, and airwaves before that were allocated for 
a fixed price, and termed administratively assigned spectrum.

 
 
 

2. IT systems of 7 north eastern states integrated with 
Public Financial Management System 

 

 To provide the Centre and State governments with a real time, reliable and meaningful 
management information system... the IT systems of all North Eastern States' treasuries 
(namely, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Mizoram, Assam, Meghalaya, Sikkim, and 
Tripura) except Nagaland, have been integrated with PFMS .

 The PFMS, also known as Central Plan Scheme Monitoring System (CPSMS),


 tracks fund disbursement and


 ensures that state treasuries are integrated with the Centre


 to ensure money is send as and when required.




©APTI PLUS ACADEMY FOR CIVIL SERVICES 
Stay Updated @ www.aptiplus.in For More IAS Exam Materials 
 

 
 The ministry has set a target to integrate PFMS with all state treasuries in current fiscal 

and implement Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) for welfare and scholarship schemes.
 
 
 

 

3. Government launches e-RaKAM portal for selling agri produce 

 

 The government today launched a portal, e-RaKAM, to provide a platform to sell 
agricultural produce.



 The portal is a joint initiative by state-run-auctioneer MSTC and Central 
Warehousing Corporation arm CRWC.





 E-RaKAM is a first-of-its-kind initiative that leverages technology to connect farmers of 
the smallest villages to the biggest markets of the world through internet and e-RaKAM 
centres.



 E-RaKAM is a digital initiative bringing together the farmers, FPOs, PSUs, civil supplies and 

buyers on a single platform to ease the selling and buying process of agricultural products.




 e-RaKAM centres are being developed in a phased manner throughout the country 
to facilitate farmers for online sale of their produce.



 farmers would be paid through e-Payment directly into their bank accounts.
 
 

 

4. Supreme Court asks Centre to take a relook at nod to medical 
colleges 

 

 issue of granting permission to several private medical colleges, which have 
been barred from admitting students for academic years 2017-18 and 2018- 19.

 It asked the government to re-evaluate the recommendations of the Medical Council 
of India.

 The court's verdict came on the plea of some colleges which challenged the 
government's May 31 order debarring them from admitting students in the two 
academic years -- 2017- 18 and 2018-19, due to several deficiencies.



©APTI PLUS ACADEMY FOR CIVIL SERVICES 
Stay Updated @ www.aptiplus.in For More IAS Exam Materials 
 

AUGUST 2ND 

 

1. Third bi-monthly monetary policy, 2017-18 

 

 Reduce the policy repo rate under the liquidity adjustment facility (LAF) by 25 
basis points from 6.25 per cent to 6.0 per cent with immediate effect.

 Consequently, the reverse repo rate under the LAF stands adjusted to 5.75 per cent, and 
the marginal standing facility (MSF) rate and the Bank Rate to 6.25 per cent.

 The decision of the MPC is consistent with a neutral stance of monetary policy in 
consonance with the objective of achieving the medium-term target for consumer price 
index (CPI) inflation of 4 per cent within a band of +/- 2 per cent, while supporting 
growth.


 ASSESSMENT





 Negatives


 

 
 a normal and well-distributed south-west monsoon for the second consecutive 

year has brightened the prospects of agricultural and allied activities and rural 
demand.



 Industrial performance has weakened in April-May 2017.


 Excess inventories of coal and near stagnant output of crude oil and refinery 
products combined to slow down mining activity.



 For electricity generation, deficiency of demand seems to remain a binding 
constraint.



 The output of core industries was dragged down by contraction in electricity, 
coal and fertiliser production in June, owing to excess inventory and tepid 
demand.



 
 Positives



 
 natural gas recorded an uptick in production after a prolonged decline and 

steel output remained strong.


 In the transportation sub-sector, freight carriage by air registered a strong 
performance sequentially and on an annual basis.



 Commercial vehicle sales rose after two successive months of contraction in 
response to the Bharat Standard (BS)-IV emission compliance switchover.



 motorcycle sales continued to grow for the third consecutive month, reflecting the 
firmness of rural demand.



 Activity in the communication sub-sector accelerated in May on strong and 
sustained growth in the subscriber base of voice and data services.



 The hospitality sub-sector was supported by vigorous growth of foreign tourist 
arrivals and air passenger traffic.



 Surplus liquidity of Rs 1 trillion was absorbed through issuance of treasury bills 
(TBs) under the market stabilisation scheme (MSS) and



 Rs 1.3 trillion through cash management bills (CMBs) on a cumulative basis so far
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2. No plan to set up collegium to select election commissioners 

 

 no proposal to introduce a 'collegium' system to appoint election commissioners, a 
recommendation made by the Law Commission as part of its report on electoral reforms.

 In its March 2015 report on electoral reforms, the law panel


 had recommended that the appointment of all election commissioners, 

including the CEC, should be made by the President in consultation with 
a three-member collegium or selection committee,





 consisting of the Prime Minister, the Leader of the Opposition of the Lok 
Sabha (or the leader of the largest opposition party in the Lok Sabha) and the



Chief Justice of India 


 The President appoints the CEC and ECs after the Law Ministry initiates the file 
for their appointment.

 The CEC can be removed from office only through impeachment by Parliament.

 The government can remove the ECs based on the recommendation of the CEC.

 The precedent is to appoint the senior-most election commissioner as the CEC.



3. RBI constitutes internal group to improve MCLR 

 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has constituted an internal study group to study the 
marginal cost of funds based lending rate (MCLR) to improve monetary policy 
transmission .

 The experience with the Marginal Cost of Funds Based Lending Rate (MCLR) system 
introduced in April 2016 for improving the monetary transmission has not been entirely 
satisfactory, even though
it has been an advance over the base rate system. 

 The study group will also explore linking the bank lending rates directly to market 

determined benchmarks and will submit its report .


 The central bank did not elaborate on what exactly is the problem with the 
current MCLR regime.

 The new MCLR regime was implemented in the fiscal year starting April 2016.
 It applies to all new borrowers and is closely linked to bank deposits rates. All 

new floating rate loans are now linked to MCLR.
RBI said that base rates of banks will also be scrutinised as base rates have moved 
more slowly than MCLR. 





4. Israel launches first environmental research satellite 

 

 Israel has successfully launched its first spatial environmental research vehicle 
designed for orbital monitoring of Earth's vegetation .

 The Venus satellite (Vegetation and Environment Monitoring New Micro-Satellite) is an 
earth-observation micro-satellite designed jointly by Israel's agency and France's 
National Centre for Space Studies (CNES)

 Venus has a dual mission: one scientific and the other technological.
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 The scientific mission will monitor Earth's vegetation using a camera capable of 

recording 12 narrow spectral bands.


 The technological mission will test the operation of an innovative electric 
propulsion system based on the Israeli-designed Hall Effect Thrusters.



 A Hall-effect thruster (HET) is a relatively low power device used to propel 
a spacecraft after entering orbit or farther out into space.



 Venus will circle the planet 29 times every 48 hours and will remain in service for four 
and a half years, after which it will be parked into a lower orbit.



 another Israeli-manufactured satellite was launched on Wednesday on a 
reconnaissance mission capable of taking very high-resolution images





5. USISPF set up to deepen Indo-US ties 

 

 A new representative body -- US- India Strategic Partnership Forum (USISPF) -- is being 
set up to further enhance business relations between the two countries.

 The non-profit corporation aims to promote bilateral trade and work on creating 

"meaningful opportunities that have the power to change the lives of citizens" .
 The body will work closely together with businesses and government leaders to achieve 

its goals of driving economic growth, job creation, innovation, inclusion and 
entrepreneurship .

 Mukesh Aghi will lead USISPF as president .



6. Indo-Pak border priority; 'smart fence' by March 2018 

 

 Sealing the Indian border with Pakistan is an immediate "priority"

 a smart technology- aided fence will be in place along the Jammu sector .
 Union home minister Rajnath Singh who has earlier said that the Assam portion of the 

Indo-Bangla border (about 200kms) will be completely sealed by the first half of 2018.
 the challenges of guarding these large borders on the two flanks of the country are very 

"dynamic" and hence the security requirements keep changing and nothing can be said 
to be adequate.



7. Inadequate breastfeeding may drain Indian economy of $14 
billion: UN report 

 

 Nearly one lakh children die every year in India due to diseases that could have been 
prevented through breastfeeding .

 The Global Breastfeeding Scorecard,


 a new report by the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) and WHO in collaboration 
with the Global Breastfeeding Collective



 points out that breastfeeding not only helps prevent diarrhoea and 
pneumonia, two major causes of death in infants,



 it also helps reduce mothers' risk of ovarian and breast cancer, two leading 
causes of death among women.
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 the high level of child mortality and growing number of deaths in women from cancers 

and type II diabetes attributable to inadequate breastfeeding is estimated to drain the Indian 
economy of USD 7 billion.

 breastmilk works like a baby's first vaccine, protecting infants from potentially deadly diseases 
and giving them all the nourishment they need to survive and thrive.

 the scorecard, which evaluated 194 nations, reveals that no country in the world fully 
meets recommended breastfeeding standards.

 Breastfeeding is one of the most effective - and cost effective - investments nations can make in the 

health of their youngest members and the future health of their economies and societies .

 

8. Government approves MoU for BRICS agriculture 
research platform 

 

 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs today gave ex-post facto approval for an 
MoU signed by India and other BRICS nations for setting up of an agriculture research 
platform.

 a memorandum of understanding (MoU) for setting up agriculture research platform 
(ARP) was signed by foreign ministers of BRICS countries in the 8th BRICS Summit 
held at Goa .

 The Centre will promote sustainable agricultural development and poverty 
alleviation through strategic cooperation in agriculture to provide food security in the 
BRICS member countries.

 BRICS-ARP


 will act as a global platform for science-led agriculture-based sustainable 

development for addressing the issues of


 world hunger,


 under-nutrition,


 poverty and inequality,


 particularly between farmers' and non-farmers' income,


 and enhancing agricultural trade, bio-security


 climate resilient agriculture .




 Establishment of BRICS Agriculture Research Platform was proposed by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi during the 7th BRICS Summit held on July 9, 2015 at Ufa 
in Russia.



9. RBI widens Basel-III-compliant asset base of banks 

 

 the Reserve Bank amended a slew of previous regulations on the same, helping banks shore 
up their capital buffers and improve liquidity coverage ratios.

 the new amendments widen the assets of banks such as


 the excess CRR;


 excess G-secs holdings in SLR;


 and also excess g-secs under marginal standing facility,




 which all would now be included in the stock of liquid assets without any limit as also 
without applying any haircut
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 the RBI reserves would include banks' overnight deposits and term deposits with the central 

bank which are explicitly and contractually repayable on notice from the depositing bank or 
which constitute a loan against which the bank can borrow on a term or on an overnight basis 
but automatically renewable basis.

 Other term deposits with the central bank are not eligible for this. However, if the term expires 
within 30 days, the term deposits could be considered as an inflow .

 Today's circular amends some key sections of all the previous ones on the Basel norms, 

including the Master Circular on 'Basel III Capital Regulations' dated July 1, 2013.
 

 

AUGUST 3RD 
 

 

1. Supreme Court wraps up hearing on Right to Privacy 
 
 

 The Supreme Court wrapped up hearings on whether privacy was a fundamental right 

guaranteed to all citizens under the Constitution.


 The hearing was necessitated after the government argued while defending the Aadhaar 

identity scheme that citizens had no such fundamental right.


 Petitions had been filed opposing the linking of Aadhaar with the permanent account 

number issued to income tax payers.


 Those opposed to Aadhaar had challenged its all-pervasive, mandatory nature as a violation 

of the fundamental right to privacy of a citizen.


 The government contended through Attorney General KK Venugopal that privacy was only a 

common law right.
 Not all aspects of privacy could be elevated to the status of a fundamental right.


 The Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies, Benefits and Services) Act, 

2016, will accordingly be tested by a smaller bench for validity.



 The Supreme Court outlined a three-tier, graded approach to the question whether privacy is a 

fundamental right by examining the issue through its intimate, private and public aspects 

even as it reserved its verdict in the case.
 

 

The first zone could be the most intimate zone of privacy concerning marriage, sexuality, relations with 

family and the law should frown upon any intrusion. The state could still intrude into this intimate 

zone in extraordinary circumstances provided it met stringent norms. 

 

The second zone would be the private zone, which involved parting of personal data by use of credit 
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card, social networking platforms, income tax declarations. In this sphere, sharing of personal data by an 

individual will be used only for the purpose for which it is shared by an individual. 

 

The third is the public zone where privacy protection requires minimal regulation. Here, the personal 

data shared will not mean the right to privacy is surrendered. The individual will retain his privacy to 

body and mind. 
 
 

 

2. India struggles to rebalance water-energy nexus 
 

 

Burning issue: 
 

 Electricity generation in the country is heavily dependent on coal-fired thermal 

plants and hydropower projects, which require consistent supply of large volumes of 

water to operate at optimal levels.


 Any disruption in water supply affects production and leads to power outages.


 water shortage related shutdowns in 2016 cost India roughly 14 terawatt-hours (TWh) of 

thermal electricity generation, enough to power neighbour Sri Lanka for an entire year


 most of the shutdowns happened between March and September, the hottest months in 

South Asia when demand for electricity is high not only for domestic and industrial use 

but also to irrigate farms during the main cropping season.

 

Reasons 
 

 power sector remains reliant mostly on thermal plants, which have a high water demand,
 mainly for washing coal




 and then for the boilers, from which the steam is funnelled to turn the 
power generation turbines.




 India depends on coal for about 60 per cent of its energy needs and aims to double 

its output to 1.5 billion tonnes by 2020 .


 Climate change is likely to increase the frequency and intensity of droughts, 

and socio-economic development will intensify local water competition.

 

Short Term Remdy 
 

 To reduce water requirement in thermal power plants, there has been a move to install 

closed cycle systems in new plants instead of the once-through cooling systems .


 Power plants are using other measures to conserve water such as


 installing ash water recirculation system,




 stopping discharge from ash pond effluents,




 adopting high and medium concentration ash slurry disposal systems,




 maintaining of high cycle of concentration in cooling towers




 use of cooling tower blow down for disposal of bottom ash.
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 But, considering the future water demand from upcoming thermal power plants and 

sectors like agriculture and domestic use, reducing water consumption in power plants 

will have only a short-term effect in improving overall water balance of the country, says 

a 2016 policy brief by The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI).

 

Long Term Approach 

 

 Adopting a more comprehensive approach, thermal power plants must be asked to 

reduce the water footprints (rather than consumption) of their operations .
 there is need for detailed plant-level water withdrawal and consumption data.
 using satellite imagery to develop a water usage database for thermal power plants.


 As demand for energy grows and climate change impacts water availability and 

timing, this kind of analysis will become vital for all countries .





3. NAARM launches program to boost startups in agri sector 
 

 The National Academy of Agricultural Research Management (NAARM) on 

Thursday launched "AGRI UDAAN" programme in which selected startups will be 

trained to develop innovative agriculture products.


 The startups will learn about different aspects of capacity building such as technology 

commercialisation, business plan preparation, finance management .


 startups will be mentored to scale up their operations in agriculture value chain .


 The Indian Institute of Management - Ahmedabad's (IIM-A) Centre for Innovation, 

Incubation and Entrepreneurship (CIIE) is also a part of the programme .


 The programme will also help in increasing farmers' income .


 The NAARM has decided to promote the programme across the country through 

online campaigns and road shows .





4. India may have a new coastal security force 
 
 

 The proposed force would guard maritime frontiers closer to the country's landmass.


 The Indian Coast Guard protects India's maritime interests and enforces maritime law, 

with jurisdiction over the territorial waters of India, including its contiguous zone 

and exclusive economic zone.


 India has a vast coastline of 7,516 km touching 13 states and Union Territories (UTs). It 

also has around 1,197 islands.
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5. Supreme Court gives nod to new outdoor advertisement policy 

in Delhi 
 
 

 new outdoor advertisemenmt policy aimed at curbing illegal hoardings and giving
Delhi an aesthetic look while ensuring safety of road commuters. 



 expeditious implementation of the new policy framed by the Environment Pollution 

(Prevention and Control) Authority (EPCA)



which has put a ban on advertisements which distracted road commuters by 

promoting "nudity, racism, drugs, cruelty to animals or any kind of violence. 






 It also noted the submissions of the amicus curiae, who assisted the court,
 that the hoardings on railway bridges




 flyovers and foot-over-bridges should be handled with utmost care and all 
efforts must be made to avoid visual clutter and ensure safety of the people as 
well as aesthetics.




 The sign boards should be non-reflective such that they do not flash or glare at drivers 

on the streets.


 They should not use reflective surfaces as mirror foils as the use of such material 

is visually disruptive to traffic and can be hazardous to drivers.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

AUGUST 4TH 
 
 
 

 

1. Lok Sabha passes bill to establish petroleum and energy institute 
 

 The Lok Sabha passed a bill to establish an Indian Institute of Petroleum and Energy in 

the port city Visakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh and


 declare it as an institution of national importance.


 the institute aims to provide high quality education and research focussing on the 

themes of petroleum, hydrocarbons and energy.


 the Krishna-Godavari basin could fulfil India's energy needs for several years to come.


 It will be the foundation stone for future energy security .
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2. India signs USD 329 million loan pact with AIIB for Gujarat road project 

 
 The objective of the project is to improve the rural road connectivity and accessibility 

(by providing all weather road connectivity)


 The project will also benefit the service providers such as public transport operators, 

educational institutions, hospitals, local markets and traders.
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

AUGUST 5TH 

 

1. Sri Lankan Navy commissions India-built AOPV 

 

 

 Sri Lankan Navy has commissioned an India-built state-of-the-art Advanced Offshore 

Patrol Vessel (AOPV)


 the first-ever purchase from a foreign ship builder, to boost its search and rescue 

capabilities.


 Built at the Goa Shipyard Ltd (GSL) in India, SLNS Sayurala is the first-ever brand new 

platform purchased from a foreign ship builder and
 tailored for the specific requirements of the Sri Lanka Navy (SLN).


 It is expected to conduct patrols, policing, surveillance, reconnaissance, search and 

rescue, Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) and pollution control 

missions in Sri Lanka's maritime zones.


 Equipped with a landing facility and hangar for an advanced light helicopter (ALH).




 The second AOPV is currently under construction in India and is slated to join the SLN 

fleet by next year.
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August 6th 
 

 

1. Chabahar Port 

 

 rolling out infrastructure projects in Iran and Afghanistan.


 Chabahar port, located in the Sistan-Balochistan province in the energy-rich Persian Gulf nation's 

southern coast, lies outside the Persian Gulf and is easily accessed from India's western coast, 

bypassing Pakistan.


 India is hopeful that Iran will ratify Trilateral Transit and Transport Agreement


 The trilateral pact was inked during Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to Tehran in 

May 2016.


 The pact envisages establishment of Transit and Transport Corridor between India, Iran 

and Afghanistan using Chabahar Port as one of the regional hubs for sea transportation in 

Iran besides multi-modal transport of goods and passengers across the three nations.


 Afghanistan has also ratified it but Iran is yet to complete the internal processes of 

the ratification.


 Chabahar will not only boost ties between Iran and India but we will be closer to Afghanistan 

and then Russia.We can export goods till Russia. This will be a direct route


 India has already built the Zaranj-Delaram Road in Afghanistan where the cargo reaching 

Zehedan can connect to.


 The rail route is aimed at connecting the existing rail network of Iran at Zahedan, and 

subsequently to Mashad in north area, thereby providing access to Turkmenistan as well 

as northern Afghanistan through its connection to the Bafq- Mashad route.


 Chabahar-Zahedan Railway line project is located in the Sistan-Baluchistan province in 

eastern Iran .


 As per the MoU signed between the two nations in May last year, India is to equip and 

operate two berths in Chabahar Port Phase-I .
 
 

 

2. Supreme Court judges ponder over rights to property, vote 

 

 Supreme Court judges, debating whether or not citizens have a fundamental right to 

privacy, have wondered aloud about the status of right to vote and property as well.


 Right to property was a fundamental right enshrined in the Constitution till 

the government in 1978 changed the law to reduce it only to a legal right.


 The government had then defended it as necessary to pave the way for agrarian reforms.


 The amendment gave it the power to acquire any property for a public purpose, 

paying an “amount” and not a “compensation”.


 Right to vote is a legal right in India, conferred by a statute. So is the right to 

contest elections.
LEGAL VS FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT 
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 A legal right is created by an ordinary law and can be taken away by changing 

the law.




 A fundamental right, on the other hand, is guaranteed by the Constitution and 
allows a citizen to move Supreme Court for its enforcement.




 It can only be curtailed by a constitutional amendment which must pass the 
test of ―reasonable restrictions.‖




 Since the rights to vote and contest elections are legal rights, some state have 
enacted laws to tweak those. One such law, which made having a toilet in 
the house mandatory for candidates contesting panchayat polls




 There is no fundamental right to vote in the Constitution though we have 
a parliamentary form of democracy.




 Article 326 of the Constitution only speaks of adult suffrage for those above 
18.


 
 
 
 

 

AUGUST 8TH 
 
 
 

 

1. Startling figures of inequality in India offer an incomplete picture 

 

 

 an Oxfam report released this year revealed that 57 billionaires in India own as much as the 

bottom 70 percent of the population and, more broadly, the richest one percent holds 58 

percent of the country's total wealth -- higher than the global average of 50 percent.


 inequality is no longer a first-world phenomenon. It is very much at our shores, but the 

moot question remains if the trend is undesirable at all.


 The general contention is that inequality is inimical to societal development and 

should be minimised to the fullest extent possible, preferably through redistributive 

means.


 However with rapid growth, rising relative inequalities, may lead to advancing 

distributional equity in society.




Why Does This Happen ? 




 when economic growth takes place, at the disaggregated micro-level, individual 
economic agents move along the real income scale -- a process known as 
"income mobility".



 income mobility can either be upward or downward




 but it is observed that during phases of rapid economic growth, opportunities for 
upward mobility far outweigh those for unchanged or downward mobility.
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 There are three criteria for social acceptability of rising inequality:


 inequalities arising out of people's merit and contribution to society,




 arising in an environment of equality of opportunities,




 that lead to improvement in well-being of individuals at the bottom 
of the ladder.




 In all of these three cases, rising inequality cannot be equated to a one-on-one fall in 

equity.


 it needs to be understood that rising inequality is not necessarily inequitable, if and 

when it arises out of rapid economic growth.


 The focus on wealth accruing at the top needs to be supplemented with the income 

mobility achieved by those at the bottom of the pyramid and


 with a focus on elimination the social and economic barriers that they face in 

achieving upward mobility.


 A skewed focus on the top hardly serves any purpose other than providing 
shock value.






2. Centre, Supreme Court mulling radical judicial reform to 

ease higher courts’ load 

 

 

 the government and the Supreme Court are actively considering a new judicial 

mechanism, courts of appeal — that will be set up to help clear the huge backlog of 

pending cases.


 The proposal moots that post hearings in district courts, appeals in all civil and 

criminal cases will be heard in the courts of appeal.


 These new courts will be placed higher than the district courts but below the 

high courts.


 After a court of appeal verdict in a civil or criminal matter, a litigant can only 

appeal before the Supreme Court, not a high court.
 High courts will only hear core constitutional matters.


 Since procedural and material costs of a Supreme Court appeal are quite high, the 

number of appeals to be filed in the top court after a verdict from court of appeals is 

expected to be low.


 Judges for these new courts will be recruited from among the “brighter members” 

of the cadre of district court judges as well as from the Bar.


 Setting up the courts of appeal will be a big administrative exercise and may 

require changes in some rules governing the present system.
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3. Government forms panel to make drugs more affordable 

 

 

 Government has constituted a committee of joint secretaries for ensuring 

enhanced affordability, availability and accessibility of drugs for the citizens .
 it would suggest ways to make pricing policy in favour of poor patients.


 The committee would also review the scope of Drugs (Price Control) Order 2013 (DPCO 

2013)
 and suggest ways for strengthening the regulatory provisions of the order.


 The panel will look at procedural improvements and process of re-engineering in NPPA

 to ensure better and quicker implementation of the 
government policy




 bring greater transparency so as to reduce litigations and 
review petitions.



 NPPA




 The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) is a government 
regulatory agency that controls the prices of pharmaceutical drugs in India. 

 It was set up as per executive order and thus not a statutory body.




 It has been given powers to implement and enforce the Drugs Price Control




Order (DPCO), 1995/2013. 

 

FUNCTIONS  
o monitor the availability of drugs, identify shortages, if any, and  

to take remedial steps. 
 

o collect/ maintain data on production, exports and imports, 

market share of individual companies, profitability of 
 

companies.  
o undertake and/ or sponsor relevant studies in respect of pricing  

of drugs/ pharmaceuticals.  
o recruit/ appoint the officers and other staff members of the 

 
Authority, as per rules and procedures laid down by 

the Government. 
 

o render advice to the Central Government on changes/ revisions 

in the drug policy. 
 

o render assistance to the Central Government in the 

parliamentary matters relating to the drug pricing. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
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AUGUST 9TH 
 
 
 

 

1. Supreme Court asks whether special status for Jammu and 

Kashmir has lapsed 

 

 

 A Supreme Court bench led by Chief Justice JS Khehar asked the government to explain 

whether Article 370 of the Constitution, which grants special status to Jammu and

Kashmir, was a temporary provision that is no more valid. 


 The chief justice also questioned the Centre’s decision to delegate matters such as
 citizenship to the state government and




 the state’s decision to have a separate Constitution, when it 
had ratified its accession to India unconditionally.




 The temporary provision of Article 370 is deemed to have lapsed automatically either 

in February 1954, when the state ratified the accession, or maximum in 1957 when the 

Constituent Assembly of J&K was dissolved .


 as per the Indian and the J&K Constitutions, the state is an integral part of India.
 Therefore, the President could declare Article 370 inoperative


 validity of the J&K Constitution was also questioned on the ground that it was yet to be 

ratified either by the President or Parliament. 
 

 

ABOUT ARTICLE 370 

 

 Article 370 of the Indian constitution is an article that gives autonomous status to the 

state of Jammu and Kashmir.  
 The article is drafted in Part XXI of the Constitution: Temporary, Transitional and  

Special Provisions.  
 The State's Constituent Assembly was empowered to recommend the articles of the 

Indian constitution to be applied to the state or to abrogate the Article 370 altogether. 

After the state Constituent Assembly dissolved itself without recommending abrogation, 
 

 the Article 370 was deemed to have become a permanent feature of the Indian 

Constitution

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_constitution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jammu_and_Kashmir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Part_Twenty-one_of_the_Constitution_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constituent_Assembly_of_Jammu_and_Kashmir
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2. Cyber Coordination Centre 

 

 

 The first phase of National Cyber Coordination Centre, set up to scan the country's web traffic 

to detect cyber security threats, has been made operational now.



 NCCC scans internet traffic coming into the country to detect real-time cyber threat and alert 

various organisations as well as internet service providers for timely action.




 The government has also made operational botnet and malware cleaning centre that will 

detect malicious software in devices of citizens and clean them.



 NCCC, a multi-stakeholder body, will be implemented by Indian Computer Emergency 

Response Team (CERT-In) at Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology.





 The Centre derives necessary powers as per provisions of section 69B of the Information 

Technology Act, 2000 and the Rules notified thereunder 

3. Supreme Court seeks assistance on audio recording of court 
 

proceedings 
 

 The Supreme Court today sought a senior law officer's assistance in deciding whether the CCTV 

cameras installed in court rooms should be allowed to record the audio of the proceedings.


 Additional Solicitor General Maninder Singh has been appointed amicus curiae (friend of the 

court) to assist it in the matter.


 The apex court had on March 28 directed installation of CCTV cameras, without audio, in at least 

two districts in every state and Union Territory.


 It had made it clear that the CCTV footages would not be available under the the Right to 

Information Act and would not be given to anyone without the permission of the high court 

concerned.


 The Centre had told the court that audio-video recordings could contribute to transparency in 

judicial proceedings.

 

4. India ratifies 2nd commitment period of Kyoto Protocol 

 

 

 India has ratified the second commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol that commits 

countries to contain the emission of greenhouse gases, reaffirming its stand on 

climate action.


 India's Permanent Mission to the UN said that India deposited its Instrument of 

Acceptance of the Doha Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol under the UN 

Convention on Climate Change .
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 With this, India became the 80th country to accept the amendment relating to the 

second commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol, the international emissions reduction 

treaty.

 

KYOTO PROTOCOL 

 

 The Kyoto Protocol is an international agreement linked to the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), which 
commits its Parties by setting internationally binding emission reduction targets.




 The Kyoto Protocol was adopted in Kyoto, Japan, in December 1997 and 
entered into force in February 2005.



 The first commitment period under the Kyoto Protocol was from 2008-2012.




 The Doha Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol was adopted in Qatar in 
December 2012.




 The amendment includes new commitments for parties to the Kyoto Protocol 
who agreed to take on commitments in a second commitment period from 
January 2013 to December 2020 and a revised list of greenhouse gases to be 
reported on by Parties in the second commitment period .



 
 
 
 
 

 

AUGUST 10TH 
 
 
 

 

1. India set to unveil new biofuel policy in bid to cut oil, gas, 

coal imports 

 
 

 a new policy on biofuel to incentivize the use of the cleaner fuel .


 To cut India’s dependence on imported crude oil, the government has been promoting 

the use of biofuel for years but has tasted limited success.


 Over the years, the official mandate to oil companies to blend ethanol and biodiesel in 

certain proportion in petrol and diesel respectively has been only partly implemented.


 Increased use of biofuel, along with higher domestic oil and gas production, energy 

efficiency and a faster switch to renewable power and electric vehicles are expected 

to help India curb the import of crude oil.


 The country imports 82% of its crude requirement and the government is targeting to 

cut it down to 67% by 2022.


 Besides bringing down pollution, biofuels produced indigenously from 

agricultural waste, bamboo, non-edible oilseeds, or municipal waste will help cut 

the country’s import burden .
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2. No plans to replace UGC, AICTE with single 

regulator: Government 

 

 

 The government is not considering any merger of the UGC and the AICTE into a 

single higher education regulator at present .


 However, HRD Ministry officials had earlier claimed that the government was mulling 

introducing Higher Education Empowerment Regulation Agency (HEERA) to replace 

the UGC and the AICTE with an aim of eliminating overlaps in jurisdiction and 

remove irrelevant regulatory provisions.


 While the National Knowledge Commission (2006) recommended an independent 

regulatory authority for higher education,


 the Committee on Renovation and Rejuvenation of Higher Education (2009) advocated 

an apex regulatory body by converging multiple regulatory agencies in the field of 

higher education.







3. Rajya Sabha passes banking regulation bill 

 

 

 a bill that will empower the RBI to deal with stressed assets in the banking sector 

which have soared to Rs 8 lakh crore.


 The Banking Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 2017, which was passed by a voice vote in 

the Rajya Sabha, replaces an ordinance promulgated in May.


 The measure allows the RBI to initiate insolvency resolution process on 

specific stressed assets.


 The RBI would also be empowered to issue other directions for resolution, appoint or 

approve for appointment, authorities or committees to advise the banking 

companies for stressed asset resolution.
 

 

AUGUST 14TH 
 

 

1. El Nino aided in massive carbon dioxide release 

 

 

 This was announced by scientists after they analysed data collected by Nasa's Orbiting
Carbon Observatory-2 (OCO-2) satellite, which measures level of carbon dioxide 

in the atmosphere. 
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 El Nino is a periodic climate event that causes waters to warm up in east-central Pacific 

Ocean, which in turn causes huge changes in wind directions
 bringing less rain to south-east Asia and the Indian subcontinent,




 while increasing rain in other parts of the world.




 According to a report in the scientific journal Nature, the El Nino led to excessive 

carbon dioxide releases in three ways.



 Hot weather and drought caused extensive wildfires in south-east Asia, while 
drought in the Amazon rainforest stunted plant growth, reducing the amount of 
carbon they absorb while growing.




 warmer weather and near normal rainfall in Africa caused forests to exhale 
more CO2.





2. Earth's largest volcanic region discovered in Antartica 

 

 

 The largest volcanic region on Earth -- with nearly 100 volcanoes -- has been discovered two 

km below the surface of the vast ice sheet in west Antarctica.


 These active peaks are concentrated in a region known as the west Antarctic rift system -- which 

stretches 3,500 km from Antarctica's Ross ice shelf to the Antarctic peninsula.


 According to geologists, this huge region is likely to dwarf east Africa's volcanic ridge -- 

currently rated as the densest concentration of volcanoes in the world.


 If they are reduced significantly, this could release pressure on the volcanoes that lie below 

and lead to eruptions that could further destabilise the ice sheets and enhance sea level 

rises that are already affecting our oceans
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUGUST 15TH 
 

 

1. Supreme Court to examine law which denies Kashmiri 

women property rights, should they marry outsiders 

 

 

 Supreme Court may examine a law which denies Kashmiri women and their 

descendants of their property rights, should they marry anyone outside the state and 

bars them from applying for local jobs.


 A Kashmiri woman has challenged this law as violative of the right to equality 

guaranteed to all women under the Indian Constitution.


 The Jammu and Kashmir legislature is empowered by Article 35A of the Indian 

Constitution to make special laws regarding the state. Another state law which bars 

outsiders from picking up property or jobs in the state is already under challenge.
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 The top court is examining also a challenge to the special status guaranteed to the 

state under Article 370 of the Constitution.


 Article 35A, added to the Constitution by a Presidential Order in 1954, accords special 

rights and privileges to the citizens of the J&K, and empower the state legislature to 

frame separate laws for the state.


 Section 6 of the J&K Constitution restricts the right of women to marry a man of 

their choice by not giving the heirs any right to property if the woman marries a man 

not holding a Permanent Resident Certificate


 Her children are denied a permanent resident certificate, thereby considering them 

illegitimate — not given any right to such a woman’s property even if she is a 

permanent resident of Jammu and Kashmir
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

AUGUST 16TH 

 

1. Cabinet nod to single corpus fund for secondary and 

higher education 

 

 

 The Cabinet today approved creation of a single corpus fund in which all proceeds of 

secondary and higher education cess will be credited and utilised for the government's 

schemes in education sector.


 The HRD Ministry will be responsible for the administration and maintenance of the non-

lapsable pool account which will be known as "Madhyamik and Uchchtar Shiksha

Kosh" (MUSK). 
 in any financial year, the expenditure on ongoing schemes of the Department of School

Education and Literacy and Department of Higher Education 


 would be initially incurred from the Gross Budgetary Support (GBS)




 and the expenditure would be financed from the MUSK only after the GBS is 
exhausted.
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2. Union Cabinet clears India, Sweden MoU signing on 

intellectual property right 

 

 

 aimed at benefiting entrepreneurs, investors and businesses.
 This will enable India to exchange experiences in innovation and IP ecosystems.


 The MoU establishes a wide-ranging and flexible mechanism through which both 

countries can exchange best practices and work together on training programmes and 

technical exchanges to raise awareness on IPRs and better protect intellectual property 

rights


 The government hopes that the MoU signing will further the objective of National IPR 

Policy, 2016, and


 sees it as a landmark step towards becoming a major player in global innovation.


 Exchange of best practices between the two nations will improve protection and 

awareness about India's various intellectual creations -- which are as diverse as 

its people.



WHAT DOES THIS MOU SAY ? 




 a joint coordination committee with members from both sides will be 
established to exchange best practices, experiences and knowledge on IP 
awareness among the public, businesses and educational institutions of 
India and Sweden.




 there will be collaboration for training programmes, technical and expertise 
exchanges, exchange on best practices, experiences and IP knowledge with the 
industry, universities, research and development organisation and small and 
medium enterprises (SMEs).




 The MoU will also cover cooperation in automation and modernisation 
projects, new documentation and information system in IP and procedures for 
management of intellectual property.




 it will also cover exchange of information and best practices on intellectual 

property law infringements in digital environment, especially copyright 

issues, besides other activities decided upon by both the parties.






3. Government approves 2% interest rate subvention for small crop 

loans 

 

 

 The government has approved an interest rate subvention of 2 per cent for crop loans up 

to Rs 3 lakh during the current fiscal year ending March 2018, the RBI said in a 

notification to banks.
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 As a result, banks will be able to offer short-term crop loans up to one year at 7 per cent 

per annum.


 Further farmers paying back loans promptly will be offered another 3 per 

cent subvention reducing their interest rate further to 4 per cent.


 However, the subvention will only be allowed to farmers which have linked their 

Aadhaar numbers with their accounts.


 The subvention will be calculated on loan amount from the date of its disbursement to the 

date of actual repayment of the crop loan by the farmer or up to the due date of the loan 

fixed by the banks whichever is earlier, subject to a maximum period of one year .


 Interest rate subsidy by the government is a common tool to mitigate stress for small 
farmers in India.


 Recently three state governments have also announced plans to waive off small farmers 

who are vulnerable to volatile weather patterns and unpredictable prices for their produce.


 RBI said that the subvention will be open to marginal farmers with Kisan Credit Cards 

for an extended period of upto six months post the harvest of the crop at the same rate 

as available to crop loan against negotiable warehouse.


 Farmers affected by natural calamities will get an interest subvention of 2 per cent per 
annum for the first year on the restructured loan amount. Such restructured loans will 
attract normal rate of interest from the second year onwards.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

AUGUST 17TH 
 

 

1. Sugar mills in South demand cut in import duty 

 

 

 Sugar mills in drought-affected Tamil Nadu have demanded tariff-rate quota (TRQ) 
import of 6 lakh tonne of raw sugar at zero import duty to help minimise losses.


 government is reviewing the situation and may accept their demand,



 as it will not only help keep sugar prices in southern India under control




 but also enable sugar mills clear cane farmers' dues.




 India imposes 50 per cent duty on imported sugar in order to maintain domestic prices.


 Cheap imports have always been seen hitting the profitability of local sugar mills which 
then delay payments to cane farmers.





©APTI PLUS ACADEMY FOR CIVIL SERVICES 
Stay Updated @ www.aptiplus.in For More IAS Exam Materials 
 

2. Government bans export of gold items above 22-carat purity 

 

 

 The government has banned exports of gold jewellery, medallions and other articles 

above 22- carat purity in a bid to check round tripping of the precious metal.


 the Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) has said certain provisions of 

the foreign trade policy (2015-20) are


 "amended to allow export of gold jewellery (plain or studded) and articles 

containing gold of 8 carats and above up to a maximum limit of 22 carats


 only from domestic tariff area and export-oriented units,




 electronics hardware technology parks, software technology parks and 
bio technology parks




 This means that export of gold jewellery, medallions and other articles of the 

precious metal above 22 carat purity is not permitted by any exporter, including from 

these parks, which are meant for sector-specific shipments.


 The DGFT also stated that only those exporters can avail of incentives who are 

shipping gold jewellery and other articles containing gold of 8 carats and up to a 

maximum limit of 22 carats and not beyond.



 Indian gold jewellery traders have raised concerns over a surge in gold imports from 

South Korea.


 India is the world's second-biggest gold consumer after China. The imports mainly 
take care of demand by the jewellery industry.









3. Mars 2020 rover to use X-ray techniques to find signs of life 

 

 

 NASA's Mars 2020 rover mission, which aims look for signs of past life on the Red 

Planet, will use smart X-ray techniques originally developed to find the oldest life on 

Earth.


 Previous missions to Mars have used a relatively broad brush - analysing average 

chemistry over roughly the size of a postage stamp - to 'follow the water' and seek 

ancient habitable environments.


 Mars 2020 , in its direct search for evidence of ancient microbial life, focusing 

measurements to the microbial scale and producing high-resolution maps 

over similarly postage stamp-sized analytical areas


 Rather than using "bulk" geochemistry techniques that measure the average 

composition of a rock,


 Mars 2020 is developing new capabilities including X-ray fluorescence and Raman 

spectroscopy to map the elemental, mineral, and organic composition of rocks at 

high spatial resolution, with analytical spot sizes about the width of a human hair.


 Understanding the spatial distribution of chemical features preserved in ancient rocks 

is key to determining whether or not they were formed by life.
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 When these methods have been applied on Earth they have enabled scientists to 

lower limits of detection or to better understand formerly ambiguous observations.


 the Mars 2020 mission will use the knowledge gained from its scientific exploration 

to select and collect key samples that could one day be examined in laboratories back 

on Earth.


 Mars 2020 represents a crucial first step towards a possible Mars sample return. Our 

objective is to collect a diverse set of samples from our landing site with the best potential 

to preserve records of the evolution of Mars - including the presence of life if it was there 

.








4. NHAI launches mobile apps for electronic toll collection 

 

 

 The two apps -- MyFASTag and FASTag Partner -- will facilitate the availability of 

FASTags for electronic toll collection making it possible to buy or recharge FASTags 

online .


 cumbersome method of purchase and recharge of FASTags has been one of the 

major challenges with the Electronic Toll Collection project.


 While MyFASTag is a consumer app where one can purchase or recharge 

FASTags, FASTag Partner is a merchant app.


 One lane in every toll plaza will be dedicated FASTag lane where no other form 
of payment will be accepted.



 The other lanes, though FASTag enabled, can accept other forms of payment too.


 

 

AUGUST 18TH 
 
 

 

1. Government doubles child care allowance for women 

with disabilities 

 

 

 The Centre has doubled to Rs 3,000 per month the child care allowance for women 

with disabilities.


 The allowance shall be payable from the time of the child's birth till the child is two years 

old .
 It shall be payable for a maximum of two eldest surviving children .


 The Commission recognises the huge responsibility that these women shoulder while 

raising their children.



©APTI PLUS ACADEMY FOR CIVIL SERVICES 
Stay Updated @ www.aptiplus.in For More IAS Exam Materials 
 

AUGUST 19TH 

 

1. Goa government launches biofuel-run buses 

 

 

 Goa government launches biofuel-run buses.


 The project is a part of the state government's comprehensive mobility plan announced in 

the recent budget.


 The company will be required to maintain the bus for 15 years. The state government 

will only operate the bus and collect the ticket and pay the company on per-kilometre 

basis.





2. Street lighting programme lights up 50,000 km of roads 

 

 

 The Street Lighting National Programme (SLNP) has led to the illumination of 50,000 km of 

Indian roads with installation of 30 lakh LED street lights across the country.


 The installation of 30 lakh LED street lights has resulted in 39 crore kwh of annual 

energy savings .


 Further, it helped in reduction of 3.29 lakh tonnes of carbon dioxide (CO2) annually.
 Under SLNP, Rajasthan leads the country followed by Andhra Pradesh and respectively.


 The procurement price of LED street lights has been reduced to Rs 80 per watt, from Rs 

135, due to mass procurement.
 
 

 

AUGUST 20TH 

 

1. Regional rural banks' mergers gets exemption from CCI ambit 

 

 

 The mergers of regional rural banks that are ordered by the government are now 

exempt from seeking CCI approval, according to a notification -- a move that will lead to 

faster closure of such transactions.
 

 CCI


 

 The Competition Commission of India (CCI) keeps a tab on unfair business 

practices across sectors. The CCI comes under the corporate affairs ministry.


 Mergers and acquisitions beyond a certain threshold compulsorily require 

clearance from the fair trade watchdog.
 

 RRB
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 Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) set up under the RRB Act, 1976 -- provide credit and 

other facilities to small farmers, agricultural labourers and artisans, among others, 

in the rural areas.


 Currently, there are 56 RRBs.


 Under the RRB Act, 50 per cent stake in a RRB would be with the central government, 

15 per cent with the state government concerned and the remaining with the sponsor 

bank.
 

 RECENT NEWS


 

 As per a recent notification, the corporate affairs ministry said the mergers of RRBs 

directed by the government have been exempted from seeking CCI approval.


 The exemption has been granted for a period of five years.



 In 2015, the RRB Act was amended whereby such banks were permitted to raise capital 

from sources other than central, state governments and sponsor banks.


 In such instances, the combined shareholding of the central government and 

the sponsor bank should not be lower than 51 per cent.


 if the state government's stake comes down to below 15 per cent in an RRB, then 

the central government needs to consult the state government concerned.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

AUGUST 21ST 

 

1. Startups should adopt 10-20 villages for digital innovation: 

Ravi Shankar Prasad 

 

 

 Digital India is designed to bridge the digital divide between the digital haves and the 

have nots.


 digital inclusion is very important .


 startups need to come up with innovative ideas for virtual health and education for 

villages.


 They are asked to help the government design its Skill India mission in line with the 

industry's requirements.
 The National Optical Fibre Network



 was a programme started in 2011, called as NOFN,




 designed to link 2,50,000 gram panchayats with an optical fibre network.
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 the global shift in employment is that with more and more artificial intelligence, new 

technologies coming in, the nation will have to move away from organised labour or 

large-scale factories giving you proper jobs or government jobs to job creation by 

startups and newer businesses, new ideas.




2. Niti Aayog's 3-year action agenda 

 

 

 The draft paper had suggested a host of reforms in taxation, agriculture and energy sectors, with 

an aim to accelerate growth and increase employment opportunities.


 There is also a focus on the need for recalibrating the role of the government by limiting its 

involvement in activities that do not serve any public purpose.


 the Aayog had suggested the closure of loss-making CPSEs and strategic disinvestment in 20 

state- owned companies.
 The three-year agenda (2017-18 to 2019-20)



 calls for steps to check tax evasion, expand tax base and simplify taxation system through 
reforms.




 It had suggested that the government should consider consolidating existing 
Customs duty rates to a unified one.




 creation of an institutional mechanism to promote competition through 
comprehensive review



 reform of government regulations across all sectors,




 strengthening of the public procurement system.




 The policy body plans to come out with three documents -- 3-year action agenda, 7-year medium-

term strategy paper and 15-year vision document.
 

 

AUGUST 22nd 

 

1. Panel asks political parties to respond to Supreme 

Court observation 

 
 

 apprehensions that disqualifying candidates from contesting polls from the day charges are 

framed against them in a court -- as observed by the Supreme Court -- may be misused by a 

party in power if put into effect


 Currently, a candidate is disqualified from contesting for a certain period if he or she is convicted 

by a court.
 The present position is also based on a July 2013 SC judgement.


 Earlier this month, the apex court referred to a five- judge constitution bench a case on 

whether politicians charged with offences attracting five or more years of jail term should be 

barred from contesting polls.
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 The court was hearing a plea which sought to declare the provisions of the Representation of 

the People Act, which bars convicted politician from contesting elections for six years, as ultra 

vires to the Constitution.


 It had said the EC could not remain silent on the matter and wondered if it was "constrained" 

to give its views on the matter.
 
 

 

2. Government brings in new norms on solar power procurement 

 

 

 The government has implemented new rules for buying power from grid-linked solar power 

projects through competitive bidding under the National Solar Mission to improve 

transparency and standardise auctions.



 These guidelines, prepared by the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE), cover 

the grid-connected solar PV power projects with a size of 5 mw and above





 this will help in reducing off-takers' risks, encourage investments, enhance bankability of projects 

and improve profitability for investors.



 The norms provide that the minimum power purchase agreement tenure (PPA) will be 25 

years that will help ensure lower tariffs. Besides, unilateral termination or amendment of 

PPA is not allowed.




 The issues related to land, connectivity and clearances and the extension in the case of delay 

have been streamlined for ensuring project preparedness.


 There is a provision for termination compensation to increase bankability of projects by securing 

investment by the generator and lenders against any arbitrary termination of a PPA.


 The penalties have been rationalised so as to reduce the overall cost to the generator while at 

the same time ensuring compliance with rules.


 Now, the PPA would have provisions with regard to force majeure definitions, 

exclusions, applicability and available relief as per the industry standards.


 The successful bidder -- if it is a single company -- shall ensure its shareholding in the 

SPV company executing the PPA shall not drop below 51 per cent at any point prior to one 

year from the commercial operation date except with the prior approval of the procurer.
 
 

 

3. Triple talaq verdict 

 

 

 The apex court today banned the 1,400 year-old practice of instant 'triple talaq' among Sunni 

Muslims and
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 set it aside on several grounds including that it was against the basic tenets of the Holy Quran 

and violated the Islamic law Shariat.

 

4. NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant to launch 'Mentor 

India Campaign' 
 
 

 a strategic nation building initiative to engage leaders who can nurture and guide students at 

more than 900 Atal Tinkering Labs.


 Atal Tinkering Labs have been established across the country as a part of the Atal 

Innovation Mission.


 Atal Tinkering Labs are dedicated workspaces where students from Class 6th to 12th 

learn innovation skills and develop ideas that will go on to transform India.
 The Mentor India Campaign is aimed at maximising the impact of Atal Tinkering Labs .
 The idea is to engage leaders who will nurture and guide students in the Atal Tinkering Labs


 NITI Aayog is looking for leaders who can spend anywhere between one to two hours every 

week in one or more such labs to enable students experience, learn and practice future 

skills such as design and computational thinking

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

AUGUST 23RD 
 

 

1. RBI to issue Rs 200 notes: Finance Ministry 

 

 

 The government has issued a gazette notification, which will allow for the distribution 

of Rs 200 denomination currency notes.


 In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) of Section 24 of the Reserve Bank 

of India Act, 1934, and on the recommendations of the central board of directors of 

RBI, the Centre hereby specifies the denomination of bank notes of the value of two 

hundred rupees,‖ the notification said.


 The currency note is expected to address liquidity issue and also reduce the burden 

on the Rs 100 note.
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 A larger percentage of smaller denomination notes is expected to discourage 

black economy and hoarding .





2. CCEA nod to rename food processing scheme as PM 

Kisan Sampada 

 

 

 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) today approved renaming the 

new central food processing scheme SAMPADA as Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada 

Yojana (PMKSY)


 with an aim to benefit 20 lakh farmers and generate 5.30 lakh jobs by 2020.


 The objective of the PMKSY is to supplement agriculture by promoting processing 

and reducing farm wastage.


 In May, the CCEA had approved the central scheme called SAMPADA (Scheme for 

Agro-Marine Processing and Development of Agro-Processing Clusters) by 

clubbing all ongoing schemes related to food processing.


 The PMKSY will promote setting up of food processing units to boost availability 

of processed food items in the domestic market and for export purpose.


 The scheme will encourage creation of modern infrastructure with efficient supply 

chain management from farm gate to retail outlet.


 This will not only help provide better prices to farmers but also create huge employment 

opportunities.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

AUGUST 24TH 

 

1. SCO Summit on disaster 
 

 Home Minister Rajnath Singh is expected to meet Chinese officials in Kyrgyzstan for a Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) disaster management meet 

 This meeting deals with the prevention and elimination of emergency situations.


 Singh is also expected to interact with Chinese officials at that meet as SCO, like BRICS, 

provides yet another multilateral forum to both Delhi and Beijing to build mutual confidence.


 India got full membership of SCO this year and PM Narendra Modi attended its annual Summit 

meeting in June.



ABOUT SCO 
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 is a Eurasian political, economic, and security organisation,  
 the creation of which was announced on 15 June 2001 in Shanghai, China  
 by the leaders of China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan  
 India and Pakistan joined SCO as full members on 9 June 2017 in Astana, Kazakhstan. 

 

ACTIVITIES 
 

 Cooperation on security.




 increased military cooperation, intelligence sharing, and counterterrorism.




 to enhance economic cooperation.




 Cultural cooperation.






2. Highway liquor ban: SC clarifies order 

 

 the ban on sale of alcohol within 500 meters of state and national highways does 

not apply within city limits, granting relief to the liquor and hospitality industry.


 This move will enable liquor vends, which fall under the city limits but operate 

within 500 meters of a highway, to open shutters and apply for license renewal.


 The purpose of the directions is to deal with the sale of liquor along and in proximity 

of highways properly understood, which provide connectivity between cities, towns 

and villages.


 The order does not prohibit licensed establishments within municipal areas.


 the top court had last month allowed state authorities to denotify highways passing 

through the municipal limits, many outlets were still waiting for denotification orders.
 The ban had severely impacted the spirits and beer industry in India too.








3. ED searches at dozen locations in Delhi for FEMA violations 

 

 

 FEMA


 The Foreign Exchange Management Act, 1999 (FEMA)




 is an Act of the Parliament of India  
 to consolidate and amend the law relating to foreign exchange




 with the objective of facilitating external trade and payments and for promoting the 
orderly development and maintenance of foreign exchange market in India.



 FEMA replaced the Foreign Exchange Regulation Act (FERA).  
 This act makes offences related to foreign exchange civil offenses. It extends to 

the whole of India.  
 It also paved the way for the introduction of the Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 

2002 
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4. Government tweaks regional air connectivity scheme UDAN 

 

 

 To improve regional air connectivity, the government today announced increasing 
viability gap funding for helicopter operators and allowing smaller planes, among 
other concessions, under the UDAN scheme.




 The regional connectivity scheme -- UDAN -- seeks to connect unserved and under-
served airports as well as make flying more affordable as fares are capped at Rs 2,500 
for one-hour flights.




 smaller aircraft will be allowed to operate RCS flights in priority areas, including north 
eastern states and Uttarakhand.




 In the first round of bidding, as many as 128 routes connecting 70 unserved and under-
served airports were awarded.









5. India, Nepal ink eight pacts, call for closer security and 

defence ties 

 
 

 Nepal today assured India that it would not allow any activity against its "friendly 

neighbour" .


 emphasis on closer cooperation between the security and defence forces of the two 

countries in order to avoid misuse of the open border between India and Nepal.


 On August 21, the Nepalese parliament failed to endorse the much-awaited Constitution 

amendment bill to address the issues of Madhesis as the ruling coalition could not 

garner the two-thirds majority required for its passage.


 both sides also exchanged views on regional and sub-regional cooperation using



 BIMSTEC (The Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical 
and Economic Cooperation) and




 BBIN (Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal Initiative) and create a "win-
win" situation in various areas.




 regular engagement at the highest political level would greatly contribute to 

sustaining and cementing trust between the two countries .


 The two leaders jointly inaugurated the Kataiya- Kusaha and Raxaul-Parwanipur cross border 

power transmission lines.


 this would give an additional 100 MW of power to Nepal, apart from the existing 350 MW.


 The two sides also agreed on development of the Ramayana and Buddhist tourism circuits 

through better connectivity.
 Flood management and irrigation projects was a point of focus.


 Detailed Project Report for the Pancheshwar project on the Uttarkhand border of the Indian 

side would be finalised soon .
 the land acquisition issues for Arun III irrigation project had been addressed .
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Pancheshwar Project 

 

 It is located at Narayan Ghat of Dharchula on Mahakali River( also known as Kali 
Ganga in Uttarakhand ) in Nepal.




 will be the second largest dam in the world with a capacity of 6720 Mega Watt (MW) 
power production.




 India has reached into an agreement with Nepal to procure additional 
electricity produced by project.




 This project will regulate and control the free flow of Karnali and Mohana 
rivers which cause floods in Kheri, Pilibhit of Uttar Pradesh .



 
 

 

ARUN III 
 

 Arun III was a hydro-electric project in Nepal at the Arun River.  
 However, the NGOs, environment protectors and individuals worried against 

rampant privatization in the culture and natural beauty of the Arun valley expressed 
numerous concerns against it.




 the criticism of the project included fear of increase of already high electricity tariffs 
and if the size of the project was appropriate for a country of Nepal's size.




 The Project again resurfaced and Project Development Agreement (PDA) was signed 
in November 2014, which brought into limelight the 21.9% free power to Nepal for 25 
years, effectively silencing the Organisations and individuals working hard to protect the 
Arun valley.




 The surplus power from the project will be exported to India from Dhalkebar in Nepal 
to Muzaffarpur in Bihar.




 In 2017 the cabinet of india approved the project once the resistance for the 
project were weakened, and so the project is being pushed to be inaugurated in 
October, despite numerous objections to it.









6. Government to issue security standards for phone makers 

to control data theft 




 the government is set to mandate strict security and privacy guidelines and standards 

for device makers.


 The cyber-security standards are aimed at protecting the data and information of 

mobile users.


 they will look at controlling the clandestine movement of personal information of 
users to servers abroad


 The concern of the government stems from the fact that internet access in India is led 

by mobile devices which has emerged as the main source of contact with the online 

world.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nepal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arun_River_(Nepal)
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 with digital transactions going on an overdrive after the government's efforts in this 

direction, the fear of hacking and siphoning of data is at alarming levels


 The government feels that rising tensions with China may lead to a situation where 

critical data of individuals may be compromised, when procured illegally.


 The standards will be based on the recommendations of two high-level committees –


 one led by the RBI




 and the other by the Department of Telecom (DoT).




 These will be in addition to the provisions in the IT Act that guard against any 
theft of data.




 apart from financial and personal data, the information being accessed illegally also 

includes location of individuals, their medical records, and their browsing history.


 The IT ministry will also take reference from ISO standards issued on the matter and 

also other relevant guidelines that have been prescribed from time-to-time .





7. social audit of MNREGA compulsory: NITI Aayog 

 

 

 Social audit of rural job scheme MNREGA, by an independent unit, should be made 

compulsory says NITI Aayog in its three-year action agenda.


 monitoring of the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 

(MNREGA) should be strengthened .


 Observing that number of assets created under MNREGA fall into disrepair and become 

unsuitable for use over time .


 the Aayog suggested for creation of a separate maintenance fund.


 A maximum of say 10 per cent of the MGNREGA budget could be set aside for 

this fund with an equal contribution being mobilised from the community .


 This will need to be accompanied by putting in place a set of clear operational guidelines 

so that it does not serve as an incentive for construction of low quality assets .





8. Privacy a protected right emerging from Article 21: Supreme Court 

 

 

 The apex court said privacy ensures the fulfilment of dignity and is a core value 

which the protection of life and liberty is intended to achieve.


 elements of privacy arise in varying contexts from other facets of freedom and dignity 

recognised and guaranteed by the fundamental rights contained in Part III of the 

Constitution.


 judicial recognition of the existence of a constitutional right of privacy was "not an 

exercise in the nature of amending Constitution", nor was the court embarking on a 

constitutional function which is entrusted to the Parliament.


 The Constitution must evolve with the felt necessities of time to meet the 

challenges thrown up in a democratic order governed by the rule of law.
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 The meaning of the Constitution cannot be frozen on the perspectives present when it 

was adopted.


 Technological change has given rise to concerns which were not present seven decades 

ago and the rapid growth of technology may render obsolescent many notions of the 

present.


 Hence the interpretation of the Constitution must be resilient and flexible to allow 

future generations to adapt its content bearing in mind its basic or essential features .


 A law which encroaches upon privacy will have to withstand the touchstone of 

permissible restrictions on fundamental rights .


 privacy has both positive and negative content.



 While the negative content restrains the state from committing an intrusion 
upon the life and personal liberty of a citizen,




 its positive content imposes an obligation on the state to take all 
necessary measures to protect the privacy of the individual.




 life is precious in itself but life is worth living because of the freedoms which enable each 

individual to live life as it should be lived.


 The best decisions on how life should be lived are entrusted to the individual.
 They are continuously shaped by the social milieu in which individuals exist.


 The duty of the state is to safeguard the ability to take decisions, the autonomy of 

the individual and not to dictate those decisions .


 The draftsmen of the Constitution defined their vision of the society in which 

constitutional values would be attained by emphasising, among other freedoms, liberty 

and dignity. So fundamental is dignity that it permeates the core of the rights guaranteed 

to the individual by Part III.


 Privacy with its attendant values assures dignity to the individual and it is only when life can be 

enjoyed with dignity can liberty be of true substance. Privacy ensures the fulfilment of dignity 

and is a core value which the protection of life and liberty is intended to achieve .
 
 

 

AUGUST 25TH 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1. Centre to invite global expertise for housing scheme 

 

 

 The Centre will invite companies from across the world to showcase their construction 

techniques,


 The firms from across the world would be invited to demonstrate their technology to 

build houses at "minimum cost and in minimum duration" by using local material and 

adhering to our building norms .
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 The move is in line with the government's push under the 'Pradhan Mantri Awas 

Yojana' (PMAY) (Urban) project, which aims at providing 'pucca' houses to every poor 

family in the country by 2022.


 It is possible to complete housing projects, which normally takes 2-3 years, within 90 

days with the help of technology.


 The technology provider will have to partner with local firm--either private or public-- 

and will be provided land at six to eight place across the country where they will 

demonstrate their construction skills.



WHY DO WE NEED TECHNOLOGY HERE? 



 if you are constructing houses in three years, Rate of interest is so high that it 
will never be affordable.




 The affordable house need to be constructed in three to four months and that 
is possible with the help of technology




 We need to have extremely sustainable and innovative urbanisation -- how do we 
use technology and compress the speed of construction .





 The government has set an ambitious target of constructing 12 lakh houses under PMAY 

(Urban) in the 2017-18 period, out of which only 1.49 lakh houses were built in 2016.


 There is also a problem regarding inflated land price in India, Which often pushes 

the migrated population to rent houses rather than building one.

 

Way Forward : 
 

o action is further hampered by the fact that urban spaces and land issues fall 

under the jurisdiction of the states and will require action by each state 

individually. 
 

o many sick public sector enterprises (PSEs) own large pieces of unused land in 

prime urban areas and said closure of these units can help bring substantial 
 

land into the market.  
o central and state governments own substantial urban land that remains unused 

or subject to encroachment could be monetised to finance infrastructure and 

other critical expenditures while also making the land available for housing 
 

and other uses. 
 

o Scarcity of horizontal space can also be countered by expanding 

space vertically through the construction of taller buildings . 
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AUGUST 26TH 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1. New norms for solar power bids to enhance transparency: MNRE 

 

 

 The Ministry of New & Renewable Energy (MNRE) today said its guidelines for tariff 

based bidding for procuring solar power would
 reduce risk




 enhance transparency




 and increase affordability.




 The guidelines have been issued under the provisions of Section 63 of the Electricity
Act, 2003 


 for long term procurement from grid-connected Solar PV Power Projects of 5 MW and 

above, through competitive bidding.


 the move will help protect consumer interests through affordable power.


 It will also provide standardisation and uniformity in processes and a risk-sharing 

framework between various stakeholders involved in the solar PV power procurement .


 to ensure lower tariffs, minimum PPA (power purchase agreement) tenure has 

been kept at 25 years.
 unilateral termination or amendment of PPA is not allowed.


 The guidelines also streamline the provision for project preparedness to expedite 

and facilitate the setting up of projects.


 the risk of generator's revenue getting blocked due to delayed payment/non-payment by 

the procurers has been addressed through provision of


 Payment Security Mechanism through instruments like Letter of Credit 

(LC), Payment Security Fund and State Guarantee.




 The penalties have been rationalised so as to reduce the overall cost to the generator, 

while at the same time, ensuring compliance with the Commissioning Schedule/Scheme 

Guidelines.


 The norms provide that generators are free to repower their plants .





2. RTI may now face privacy hurdle 

 

 

 The Supreme Court ruling on right to privacy being a fundamental right could lead to 

an uncertain impact on right to information as some activists and experts are warning 

that the order could leave RTI facing new challenges.


 there is certain conflict between the RTI Act and the right to privacy .
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 RTI had created a weak situation for disclosure of private information.


 Pressure to disclose is high in public authorities, prompting private information 

being disclosed for `public good'. The use of the term is too wide.


 Whether a person's right to information can overrule the right to privacy is a 

question that has been at the heart of the RTI Act 2005.


 In a country like ours, where institutions of probity and accountability are largely 

ineffective in controlling corruption, experience with the RTI law has shown that it is 

critical for people to have access to relevant information in order to empower them to 

fight graft .
 

 

AUGUST 27th 
 
 
 

 

1. Government notifies changes in Banking Regulation Act 

 

 

 The government has notified the Banking Regulation (Amendment) Act under which it can 

authorise the RBI to issue directions to banks to initiate insolvency resolution process to 

recover bad loans.


 The banking sector is saddled with non-performing assets (NPAs) of over Rs 8 lakh crore, of 

which Rs 6 lakh crore is with public sector banks (PSBs).


 Earlier this month, Parliament had approved the Act, which replaced an ordinance in this 

regard.


 The government had promulgated an ordinance authorising the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

to issue directions to banks to initiate insolvency resolution process
 under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016.


 Following the ordinance, the RBI had identified 12 accounts each having more than Rs 5,000 

crore of outstanding loans and accounting for 25 per cent of total NPAs of banks for immediate 

referral for resolution under the bankruptcy law.


 Under the Banking Regulation (Amendment) Act, 2017, the RBI can issue directions to banks 

for resolution of stressed assets.
 The RBI can specify authorities or committees to advise banks on resolution of stressed assets.
 The members on the committees will be appointed or approved by the RBI.

 
 

 

2. Maharashtra government to move SC against HC order on quota 

in promotions 

 
 

 the Bombay High Court set aside a 2004 government resolution (GR)


 which provided for reservation in promotions in government jobs for people from SC/STs, 

Denotified Tribes (DTs), some Nomadic Tribes (NTs) and Special Backward Classes (SBCs).
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 The GR had granted 33 per cent quota at promotion stage for the government 

employees belonging to the SC, ST, DT, NT and SBC categories

 

3. India facing problem of severe under-employment, says Niti 

 

 

 The government think-tank in its three-year action plan, released last week, has said that 

a focus on the domestic market through an import-substitution strategy would give 

rise to a group of relatively small firms behind a high wall of protection.


 the Employment Unemployment Surveys (EUS) of the National Sample Survey Office 

(NSSO) have consistently reported low and stable rates of unemployment over more 

than three decades.


 unemployment is the lesser of India's problems. The more serious problem, instead, is 

severe underemployment .


 What is needed is the creation of high-productivity, high-wage jobs.


 The Aayog in its 'Three Year Action Agenda' also recommended for the creation of a 

handful of Coastal Employment Zones (CEZ), which may attract multinational firms in 

labour-intensive sectors from China to India.


 The presence of these firms will give rise to an ecosystem in which local small and 

medium firms


 will also be induced to become highly productive thereby multiplying the number of 

well-paid jobs .


 regular fixed-term employment instead of contract workers, especially when 

hiring workers for specific projects or for meeting seasonal demand.







4. Government looks to complete Char Dham project before 
 

2018-end 
 

 

 The government looks to complete the 'Char Dham' road connectivity project 

in Uttarakhand before 2018-end .


 The project aims at improving connectivity to Char Dham pilgrimage centres of 

Kedarnath, Badrinath, Gangotri and Yamunotri in the Himalayas.


 Uttarakhand government officials present during the meeting had pointed out a 

notification by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change declaring 40 

square km area near river Bhagirathi as eco sensitive zone.
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AUGUST 28th 
 
 

 

1. Remove agriculture from Essential Commodities Act: Niti Aayog 

 

 

 Premier think-tank NITI Aayog has pitched for completely removing agriculture 

commodities from the Essential Commodities Act,



 and a shift towards organised trading wherein lower number of traders with enough 
capital will dominate the market.



 This will


 reduce handling costs,




 bring economies of scale,




 reduce prices




 increase returns for farmers




 Ministry of consumer affairs, which is responsible for implementing the legislation, 

argued that lesser number of traders will lead to price manipulation as they would be 

tempted to hoard and black marketeer.





2. Government to HC's: Monitor court adjournments 

 

 

 To ensure that India improves its ranking in the World Bank's Ease of Doing Business 

index, the government wants high courts to monitor and regularly provide figures to it 

on the cases disposed of by district courts in which the courts have adhered to the limit 

of three adjournments as mandated in the Civil Procedure Code (CPC).



 CPC and Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC)



 that no judge can give repeated adjournments in a case -- not more than three -- 
unless it is extremely unavoidable.




 in cases where more than three adjournments are given, a judge has to 
record the reasons for the same.





 India failed to improve its ranking in the World Bank index in the last two years 

and has been placed at 130 out of 190 economies surveyed in 2017.


 Its record worsened particularly in 'protecting minority investors' and in 

'resolving insolvency'.
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 The government had also proposed to the higher judiciary to account for the number of 

adjournments a judge gives while finalising his/her annual performance appraisal 

and make it a consideration while recommending a judge for elevation to the higher 

judiciary.





3. Aim to double farmers' income by 2022 to tackle 

suicides: Government to Supreme Court 

 
 

 It is submitted that the government is addressing the low income of the farmers.



 Agrarian distress as manifest from large number of farmers living below poverty line


 unfortunate incidents of suicides can be addressed by enabling farmers to increase their 

income.



 The Ministry of Agriculture also proposed to make special efforts to ensure adequate 

flow of credit in under-serviced areas, eastern states and Jammu and Kashmir.


 the government is targeting to double the income of farmers by 2022.
 To achieve this, department of agriculture, cooperation and farmers' welfare



 has constituted an inter ministerial committee




 to examine various dimensions of farmers' income




 and to recommend an appropriate strategy .




 government said it was implementing and promoting schemes to reduce cost of 

cultivation in order to realise net positive returns for farmers and the National 

Policy for Farmers (NPF), 2007 was also being reviewed by it.


 to increase production, the government was implementing schemes such as
 National Food Security Mission (NFSM),




 National Mission for Oilseed and Oil Palm (NMOOP),




 Mission of Integrated Development for Horticulture (MIDH),




 National Mission on Agricultural Extension and Technology (NMAET)




 Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY).




 Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana was introduced in 2016 at very low premium rate 

which aims to address agricultural risks and shortcomings in earlier schemes.
 It ensures full insurance cover at all stages of crop cycle


 Kisan Credit Card scheme under which a farmer could purchase agricultural inputs and 

draw cash to fulfil their consumption needs.


 Further, the Reserve Bank of India has allowed the banks to take a lenient view 

on rescheduling of loans if a farmer loses 33 per cent or more of his crops.



 The banks have been advised to allow maximum period of repayment of up to 
two years (including moratorium period of one year) if the crop loss is between 
33 per cent and 50 per cent
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 if the crop loss is 50 per cent or more, then restructured period for 

repayment is extended to five years.




 enhancement of the Minimum Support Price (MSP) to provide price support to farmers. based 

on recommendations of Commission of Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP)
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUGUST 29th 

 

1. Need for legally-bound ban against nuclear testing: 

UN chief Antonio Guterres 

 

 

 UN chief Antonio Guterres today called on countries, including India, to ensure that the 

Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty comes into force soon,


 North Korea's continued nuclear tests demonstrate the need for a legally-binding prohibition.


 More than 2,000 nuclear tests have been conducted over the past seven decades from the 

South Pacific to North America, from Central Asia to North Africa.


 They have harmed some of the world's most vulnerable people and pristine ecosystems


 Continued nuclear tests by the Democratic People's Republic of Korea demonstrate that even the 

strongest norm is no substitute for a legally-binding prohibition .


 to ensure that no nation can conduct another test, it is essential that the CTBT, Treaty banning 

all nuclear explosions, finally enter into force.

 

CTBT 
 

 
 The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) is the Treaty banning 

all nuclear explosions - everywhere, by everyone.




 The CTBT was negotiated at the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva and adopted 
by the UN General Assembly.



 It opened for signature on 24 September 1996.




 Since then, it has reached near-universality and 182 countries have signed it.




 Eight more Annex 2 states need to ratify the Treaty to get CTBT into force.




 There are eight Annex 2 states that have yet to ratify the Treaty - China, Egypt, Iran, 
Israel, and the US, which have signed the Treaty,



 North Korea, India, and Pakistan, which have not signed.
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 Why is the CTBT so important?




 It curbs the development of new nuclear weapons and the 
improvement of existing nuclear weapon designs.




 When the Treaty enters into force it provides a legally binding norm 
against nuclear testing.




 The Treaty also helps prevent human suffering and environmental 
damages caused by nuclear testing.




 Why has the Treaty not entered into force yet?




 The Treaty’s entry into force depends on 44 specific States that must 
have signed and ratified the Treaty.




 These States had nuclear facilities at the time the Treaty was 
negotiated and adopted.



 36 of these States have ratified the Treaty.




 Eight States still need to do so: China, the Democratic People’s




Republic of Korea, Egypt, India, Iran, Israel, Pakistan and the United 

States. 
 India, North Korea and Pakistan have not yet signed the Treaty.




 All 44 States are listed in the Treaty’s Annex 2.






 What is the difference between signature and ratification?


 

o SIGNATURE 
 The signature to a treaty indicates that the country accepts the treaty.




 It commits not to take any actions that would undermine the treaty’s 
purposes.




 A treaty is signed by a senior representative of a country such as the 
president or the foreign minister.



 

o RATIFICATION 
 

 The ratification symbolizes the official sanction of a treaty to make 
it legally binding for the government of a country.




 This process involves the treaty’s adoption by the legislature of 
a country such as the parliament.




 It also includes the submission of the so-called instrument of 
ratification to the treaty’s depository, which for the CTBT is the UN 
Secretary-General.
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2. NITI Aayog for a 'judicial performance index' to check pendency 

 

 

 to check delay in finalisation of cases in lower judiciary.
 It has also recommended streamlining judicial appointments through an online system.


 The first step towards judicial reforms would be to establish a judicial 

performance index.



 Such an index could be established to help high courts and high court chief 

justices keep track of performance and process improvement at the district courts 

and subordinate levels for reducing delay



 This would require fixing non-mandatory time frames for different types of cases as 

broad guidelines to benchmark when a case has been delayed



 It suggested study of internationally developed measures such as 'global measures of 

court performance', created jointly by the Australasian Institute of Judicial 

Administration, the Federal Judicial Center (US), the National Center for State Courts 

(US) and the Subordinate Courts of Singapore.



 This annual evaluation should give judges in high courts and district courts a sense of 

where they are failing and what they need to fix.


 Since the subordinate judiciary is largely within the domain of the high courts, 

this could also spur competitive reform of the judiciary in those states


 The Niti Aayog report has suggested shifting some workload out of the regular court 

system and introduction of an administrative cadre in the judicial system.



 The Aayog said high priority should be given to


 court process automation




 information and communication technology enablement for electronic court




 case management, including electronic management of court schedules




 migration of all courts to the unified national court application software.




 ensuring availability of online real time judicial statistics for determining the 
adequacy of judicial manpower and infrastructure to deal with work load of 
cases.
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AUGUST 30th 
 
 
 

 

1. Reform labour laws to enhance ease of doing 

business, create jobs: Survey 

 

 

 Flexible labour laws will allow firms to grow larger and reap economies of scale, raise 

productivity, create jobs and spur higher growth, a survey of companies by NITI Aayog 

and IDFC institute showed .



 It said that firms in the labour-intensive sectors find compliance with labour-related 

regulations particularly onerous and this fact translates into firms avoiding labour 

intensive sectors.




 The survey does not rank states as it focusses on specific aspects of the 

business environment.
 


The survey showed that enterprises in high-growth states are significantly less likely to 

report major or very severe obstacles in land, construction-related approvals, 

environmental approvals and water and sanitation availability relative to 

enterprises in low-growth states. 

 

 

2. Central Water Commission joins hands with NITs 

for rehabilitation, safety of dams 

 

 

 The CWC has signed memorandums of understanding (MoUs) with the NIT-Calicut 

and NIT-Rourkela, as part of the Union Water Resources Ministry's effort to take 

onboard selected premier academic and research institutions for capacity building 

in the areas of dam safety



 through World Bank- assisted dam rehabilitation and improvement project (DRIP).



 The DRIP is assisting rehabilitation of 225 dams in seven states.



 Owners of these dams require technical support for the investigation of dam conditions 

and supporting rehabilitation efforts.
 

 

 The scope (of the work) includes
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 strengthening the testing laboratories,




 enhancing analytical capabilities,




 exposure visits to best global institutions




 on ground exposure to dam safety concerns to the faculty of these institutions




 The CWC had earlier signed MoUs with IIT-Madras and Indian Institute of Science-

Bengaluru in January and the ministry is supporting these institutes for the procurement 

of specified equipment and software for enhancing their testing and modelling 

capabilities .








3. Cabinet approves pact on India-Israel tech Fund 

 

 

 memorandum of understanding signed between India and Israel to set up USD 40 million fund 
for industrial research and technological innovation.


 India and Israel will make a contribution of USD 4 million or about Rs 25 crore each for the fund 

annually for five years, which will be governed by a joint board comprising four members from 

each country.


 The MoU envisages


 promotion of bilateral Industrial R&D




 Innovation cooperation in the fields of science and technology




 by extending support to joint projects for innovative or technology-driven new 
or improved products, services or processes .





 It is expected that the projects under the fund will lead to affordable technological innovations 

in focus areas of mutual interest such as


 water,




 agriculture,




 energy and




 digital technologies.

 
 

 

CONCLUSION 
 
 
 The activities supported by the Joint Fund would increase the techno-economic collaboration 

between the two countries by investing in jointly developed technology projects and 
collaborations based on technological innovation .




 expected to foster and strengthen the eco- system of innovation and techno-entrepreneurship in 
India and contribute directly to the Startup India programme
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# The Cabinet was also informed that India and Canada have mutually agreed to jointly issue a set of 

two commemorative postage stamps on the theme of "Diwali". 

 
 
 
 

 

4. Election Commission to tie up with 6 nations on cooperation in 

poll management 

 
 

 The Union Cabinet today gave its nod to an Election Commission proposal to enter 

into agreements with six nations on cooperation in election management.

 

 Ecuador, Albania,Bhutan,Afghanistan,Guinea,Myanmar (BEGAAM)*mnemonics 
 
 

 
 These MoUs would promote bilateral cooperation, aimed at building 

technical assistance/capacity support for the election management bodies .


 
 

 

5. Public authority cannot act arbitrarily: Supreme Court 

 

 

 A public authority cannot act arbitrarily and its decisions must be guided by public 

interest, the Supreme Court has said while cancelling the allotment of leasehold rights 

by Ujjain Development Authority (UDA) to a private entity.


 Land is a scarce public resource.


 When public bodies are vested with control over land - in this case over land which was 

acquired for facilitating planned development, no authority can claim an immunity 

from its accountability to matters of public interest


 A development authority as a public body cannot act arbitrarily or at its own whims, 

in deciding whether or not to renew the lease. Its decisions must be guided by public 

interest.





 Public interest postulates both


 protecting the interests of the authority




 ensuring fairness to the leaseholder who may have constructed on the land 

in pursuance of the leasehold.
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AUGUST 31st 
 
 

 

1. Supreme Court allows plea to abort foetus without skull 

 

 

 The Supreme Court today allowed a Pune-based woman to abort her 24-week 

foetus, which does not have a skull or a brain.


 The Union of India has communicated to all the states and union territories about having 

medical boards in place .


 The apex court's order came on a plea of a woman seeking its nod to undergo medical 

termination of pregnancy on the ground that the skull of the foetus had not formed and 

the child, if born alive, may not be able to survive.


 Section 3(2)(b) of the Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act prohibits 

abortion of a foetus after 20 weeks of pregnancy.







2. Assam cabinet approves land for setting up International 

Trade Centre in Guwahati 

 

 

 State cabinet has approved land for centre which will have twin towers with 65 

storeys.


 The international centre will have trade advisers office from different countries.
 Already Bangladesh government has an office in Guwahati.


 Bhutan has applied to government of India for opening consulate office in 

Guwahati.


 It will boost India’s trade connectivity with foreign countries, especially in South


East Asia. 


