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1. “Education is the most powerful weapon which can transform the world”. 

Elucidate. 

 

 Tradition 
 Educational institutions are the temples of learning and every student, who steps into them, must not only show 

respect to the Gurus, but also display complete dedication and discipline towards the entire process of learning. 

 As per our ancient Guru-Shishya parampara, the teacher is the most venerated person by the disciple.  

 Education is for Emancipation, Enlightenment, Empowerment, Employment and Empathy. 

 Indian Education Commission of 1964-66, also known as the Kothari Commission, had stated that the destiny of 

our country is being shaped in our classrooms. 

 

 Education in Nation Building 

 

 the knowledge, skills and attitudes acquired by students form the basis for nation building. 

 

 Education should become a powerful tool of social, cultural and economical transformation of the country with 

strong moral and ethical values forming the basis of such a transformation.  
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 There is every need for the institutions of higher learning to raise the standards, improve methods of pedagogy, 

enhance research activities and form greater linkages with the industry so that the students are well equipped 

to face the challenges of a globalised world in which digital technologies are playing a leading role.  

 

 the universities must produce multi-skilled students 

 

 The varsities must convert themselves into centres of excellence.  

  The Industries must also come forward to fund research activities in universities. 

 India has a rich and glorious tradition of learning which focussed on the development of the inner self of the 

student. 

  At the time of Independence, India had only around 20 universities and 500 affiliated colleges with a meager 

enrolment of less than one lakh students. The education system of those days was narrow and elitist. 

 

 Current Scenario: 

 Today, India’s higher education system is the third largest in the world, next to only the United 
States      and China. 

 The Government has taken many initiatives to transform the higher education sector with the motto of 
“Education for All and Quality Education”.  

 Several new institutions have been started during the last two and half year, including 6 new IITs, 7 
new IIMs, 8 IIITS and other highly esteemed institutions across the country.  

 A National Ranking System (National Institutional Ranking Framework - NIRF) has been developed 
to promote competitive spirit among the institutes and help the students make an informed choice. 

 Higher Educational institutions and universities have a crucial role to play in unleashing their 

energies and realizing the demographic dividend. 

 

 

 to stress on the Four Pillars of Learning as enunciated in 1996 UNESCO Commission on Education: 
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 Learning to Know (KNOWLEDGE) 
 Learning to do (SKILLS) 
 Learning to be (PERSONALITY) 
 Learning to live together (Understanding, appreciation of interdependence) 

 
  

 It is for these institutions and students to ensure that India earns a rightful place in the technological field and 

the world economy.   

 It is also important for every education institution to create an atmosphere which encourages innovation, new 

ideas and tap the talent of the young minds. 

 

2. Global Entrepreneurship Summit, 2017 

 

 Probable Questions: 

a) What is entrepreneurship? Analyse the scope of Eneterpreneurship in developing the New India. 
b) How is Gender gap affecting India’s Growth. Analyse. 

Make a brief study on the effectiveness of recent Govt Initiatives regarding Gender Equality. 

c) “Women empowerment is vital to our development”-Justify. 

d) Swami Vivekananda had said Each work has to pass through three stages – ridicule, opposition, and then 

acceptance.Elaborate 

 

 

 Recent News:  
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 The Summit is being held in South Asia for the first time. 

  It brings together leading investors, entrepreneurs, academicians, think-tanks and other stakeholders to propel 

the global entrepreneurship ecosystem. 

 It underlines our shared commitment towards encouraging entrepreneurship and innovation. 

 

 The topics picked for this year’s summit include  

 

 healthcare and life sciences;  

 digital economy and financial technology;  

 energy and infrastructure;  

 media and entertainment.  

 The theme “Women First, Prosperity for All” 

 

  In Indian mythology, woman is an incarnation of Shakti - the Goddess of power.  

 Women empowerment is vital to our development.   

 Our history has references to women of remarkable talent and determination.  

 

 Gargi, an ancient philosopher, around the seventh century BC, challenged a male sage to a philosophical 

discourse - something unheard of in those times. 

 

  Our warrior queens like Rani Ahilyabai Holkar and Rani Lakshmibai fought bravely to defend their 

kingdoms.  

 

 Our space programmes, including the Mars Orbiter Mission, have had immense contribution from our 

women scientists. Kalpana Chawla and Sunita Williams, both of Indian origin, have been part of US 

space missions. 

 

 Three out of four oldest High Courts in India are now headed by women judges.  
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 Our sportswomen have done the country proud. This very city of Hyderabad is home to Saina Nehwal, PV 

Sindhu, and Sania Mirza, who have brought laurels to India. 

 

 In India, we have provided for not less than one third of women representation in rural and urban local 

bodies, ensuring women’s participation in grass-root level decision-making. 

 

 More than sixty percent of workers in our agriculture and allied sectors are women. 

 

  Our milk co-operatives in Gujarat and the Shri Mahila Griha Udyog Lijjat Papad, are examples 

of highly successful and globally acclaimed women-led co-operative movements. 

 

 Innovations and entrepreneurship 

 
 The ancient Indian treatise, Charaka Samhita, introduced the world to Ayurveda.  

 Yoga is another ancient Indian innovation. 

  The entire world now comes together, to celebrate Yoga Day on 21st June every year.  

 Many entrepreneurs are involved in promoting Yoga, spirituality, and traditional Ayurvedic products. 

 The digital world we live in today is based on the binary system. The invention of zero, foundation of this 

binary system happened with Aryabhatta’s work in India. 

 Many nuances of modern day economic policy, taxation system, and public finance policies are outlined in our 

ancient treatise Arthashastra by Kautilya. 

 Ancient India’s expertise in metallurgy is also well known. 

 Our many ports and harbours and the world’s oldest dockyard at Lothal bear evidence to vibrant trade 

linkages. The tales of Indian voyagers travelling to foreign lands reflect the entrepreneurial character and spirit 

of our forefathers. 
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 Entrepreneurship Philosophy 

 
 An entrepreneur uses knowledge and skills to fulfil a motive. Entrepreneurs see opportunity in adversity. They try to 

meet felt needs by making processes more convenient and comfortable for the end user. They are patient and 

determined. 

 Swami Vivekananda had said Each work has to pass through three stages – ridicule, opposition, and then 

acceptance. Those who think ahead of their time are sure to be misunderstood. Most entrepreneurs would be familiar 

with this. 

 

 Govt Initiatives  

 

 Start-Up India programme is a comprehensive action plan to foster entrepreneurship and promote innovation. It 

aims to minimize the regulatory burden and provide support to startups. 

 Several steps to improve the business environment. The jump in India’s ranking in the World Bank’s Ease of Doing 

Business Report, from 142 to 100, in three years, is a result of this.  

 We have improved on indicators like  

 dealing with construction permits,  

 getting credit, 

  protecting minority investors, 

  paying taxes,  

 enforcing contracts 

 resolving insolvency. 

 Redundant laws have been scrapped, 87 rules for FDI have been eased in 21 sectors, and several government 

processes have been taken online.  

 MUDRA scheme to provide easy finance of upto one million rupees to entrepreneurs. Most of the funding has 

been to women entrepreneurs so far. 
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 Atal Innovation Mission has been launched. 

 Tinkering Labs in more than 900 schools to promote a culture of innovation and entrepreneurship among 

children. 

 “Mentor India” initiative engages leaders to guide and mentor students through these tinkering labs. In addition, 

19 incubation centers have been created in various universities and research institutions. These will 

nurture innovative start-up businesses to become scalable and sustainable. 

 

 Digitally providing monetary benefits of various government schemes to the beneficiaries through Direct Benefit 

Transfer using Aadhaar. 

 

  Jan Dhan Yojana to bring  previously un-banked sections of society into the formal financial system. Of these, 53 

per cent accounts are of women. 

 Steadily working towards a less cash economy and have launched a Unified Payment Interface App called BHIM. 

 To connect all villages with electricity, we have launched the Saubhagya scheme. This will provide electricity 

connections to all families by December 2018. 

  Launched a programme to provide high-speed broad-band internet to all rural areas by March 2019. 

 

 Under our clean energy programme, in just 3 years, we have doubled the renewables capacity from 30 thousand 

Megawatts to about 60 thousand Megawatts.  

 Solar energy generation has increased over 80 percent in the last year.  

 We are working on developing a national gas grid.   

 A comprehensive national energy policy is also in the pipeline. 

 

 Swachh Bharat Mission to improve sanitation and cleanliness, and the rural and urban housing missions underline 

our commitment towards dignity of life. 

 

 Infrastructure and connectivity programmes like Sagarmala and Bharatmala offer entrepreneurs many business 

opportunities for investment. 
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 Recent World Food India initiative helped us engage with entrepreneurs in the food processing industry and 

agricultural waste sectors. 

 Unified Tax regime under Goods and Services Tax . 

 

 Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code introduced in 2016 is a step towards ensuring timely resolution for stressed 

ventures. Recent reforms will prevent wilful defaulters from bidding for stressed assets.  

 

 Tough measures have been adopted to tackle the parallel economy, check tax evasion and control black money. 

  Moody’s recent upgrade of India’s government bond ratings. This upgrade comes after a gap of almost 14 years. 

 

 India has improved its rank from 54 in 2014 to 35 in 2016 on the World Bank’s Logistics Performance Index. This 

signifies the relative ease and efficiency with which products can be moved into and from a country. 

 

 An investment-friendly environment needs to be stable from the macro-economic perspective. We have succeeded 

in containing the fiscal and current account deficits, and curbing inflation. Our foreign exchange reserves have 

crossed 400 billion dollars, and we continue to attract large foreign capital flows. 

 

 

3. Health Ministry and ICMR launch India Hypertension Management Initiative 

(IHMI)  

 Probable Questions: 
a) What are Non Communicable Diseases? What are the challenges before the Health Sector regarding the 

NCD’s. Suggest some way forward. 
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 The IHMI aims to reduce disability and death related to cardiovascular disease (CVD), the leading cause of death 

in India, by 

 improving the control of high blood pressure (hypertension) 

  reducing salt consumption  

 eliminating artificial trans-fats 

  leading risk factors for CVD 

 creating awareness about NCDs( Non Communicable Diseases) is vital as it is a silent disease. amongst families 

regarding packaged food and processed foods with excessive salt and trans-fat. 

 need for incorporating yoga in one’s life for prevention and management of hypertension.  

 the need for public education programme on nutrition and training of frontline healthcare workers regarding 

management of hypertension. 

 the risk factors have to be managed at a very young age and we need to look into behavioral issues related to 

food intake, especially salt.  

 

 

 How Will IHMI work? 

 The IHMI is focused on five essential components of scalable treatment of hypertension.  

 It will support 

 the adoption of standardized simplified treatment plans for managing high blood pressure,  

 ensure the regular and uninterrupted supply of quality-assured medications,  

 task sharing so health workers who are accessible to patients can distribute medications already 

prescribed by the medical officer 

  patient-centered services that reduce the barriers to treatment adherence. 

 Data on hypertension will be improved through streamlined monitoring systems. 
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4. SAUBHAGYA Scheme launched in Manipur 

 

 Probable Question: 

a) Describe the role of Electricity in Socio-economic Development. Give examples of Few Govt initiatives regarding 

Providing Electricity. Critically Analyse whether theseare burden on our Weak power sector. 

 

 What’s in News  

 
 Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana (SAUBHAGYA) was launched in Manipur. 

 

 Keeping in view the role of electricity in human and socio-economic development, Government of India has formulated the 

scheme to ensure last mile connectivity and electricity connections to all remaining un-electrified urban and rural 

households in the country. 

 

 All States and Union Territories of the country are required to complete household electrification in their respective 

jurisdiction by 31st March, 2019.   

 For achieving this target, the Government has already given obligation to private companies to provide 24x7 power supply 

to every household. 

 

 The Government of India would provide the required financial assistance for strengthening and improvement of 

infrastructure in the power sector. 

 Rural Electrification Corporation Limited (REC), a Navaratna CPSE under the Ministry of Power has been appointed as the 

nodal agency for coordinating the implementation of the scheme. 

 The prospective beneficiary households for free electricity connections under the scheme will be identified using Socio 

Economic and Caste Census (SECC), 2011 data.  
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5. India puts forward her candidature for a re-election to the Council of IMO in 

Category-B  

 

 Probable Questions:  

 
a) What is Arctic Council? Even being a Non Arctic Nation, critically analyze India’s Observer status in Arctic Council. 

b) What is IMO? Briefly discuss about India’s role in Maritime issues throughout the world.  

 

 

 India’s significance in Maritime Issues 

 
 India’s ancient trade and cultural ties with Mesopotamia, Mediterranean rim countries; South East Asia, China, 

Middle East and Africa are testimonial to our rich maritime heritage. 

  India has a large coastline of 7500 Kms., inland waterways of 20,000 Kms., over 200 major and minor ports and 

increasing ship building, ship repair and ship recycling facilities.  

 India is also strategically located in the corridor through which substantial part of the east-west seaborne traffic 

flows. 

 India has a large number of inland and near-coastal vessels. 

 With the Indian economy poised to grow faster, our Government is alive to the possibility of a quantum jump in 

the maritime activities on the Indian Coasts. We are upgrading our infrastructure and reforming the regulatory 

framework for ease of doing business. 
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 Govt Initiative: 

 SAGARMALA, our flagship programme launched in 2015 for port led development, has four limbs, namely, 

 port modernization and new port development 

 port connectivity 

 port led industrialization 

  port community development.  

 111 inland waterways fit for river navigation have been identified, of which 32 will be developed in the first 

phase at an estimated investment of $800 million. These projects provide major investment opportunities for the 

International Community.  

 The world’s premier ship recycling facility is located at Alang Sosiya, in Gujarat. 

  To make ship recycling industry safe for its workers and the surrounding environment, a draft legislation to 

implement the Hong Kong Convention is now undergoing pre-legislative consultations  

 

 India and IMO: 

 
 India has been one of the founder members of IMO and has been part of the IMO Council since then, except in 

1983-84. 

  In Category B of the Council, India represents the developing world and the nations with the largest share in 

international sea borne trade. 

 The Maritime India Summit, 2016 was attended by 5000 delegates from 42 countries. 

 India has signed agreements on Maritime Transport with 27 countries and many more will follow. 

  India remains an observer member of the Arctic Council.  

 

 India’s maritime Scope 

 India is a key player in the space technology with the distinction of launching into orbit a record breaking 104 

nano satellites. 
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 Application of “Indian Regional Navigational Satellite System or IRNSS” in the maritime field is being 

pursued in IMO. 

 India has an efficient and vigilant Search and Rescue (SAR) set-up and has made commendable efforts to rescue 

seafarers in distress situations in the Indian SAR area, covering the Indian Ocean, Bay of Bengal and the Arabian 

Sea.  

 The launch of IRNSS will further strengthen our SAR efforts.  

 

 International Maritime Organisation 
 is a specialised agency of the United Nations responsible for regulating shipping. The IMO was established in Geneva in 

1948[4] and came into force ten years later. 

  primary purpose is to develop and maintain a comprehensive regulatory framework for shipping and its remit today includes  

 safety,  

 environmental concerns, 

  legal matters,  

 technical co-operation,  

 maritime security  

  the efficiency of shipping. 

 IMO is governed by an assembly of members and is financially administered by a council of members elected from the 

assembly.  

 Safety of Life at Sea Convention (SOLAS), first adopted in 1914 following the Titanic disaster. 

 To become a member of the IMO, a state ratifies a multilateral treaty known as the Convention on the International Maritime 

Organization. 

 The IMO has a role in tackling international climate change. 

 

 

 Hong Kong Convention(2009) 

 for the Safe and Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Specialised_agency_of_the_United_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ship_transport
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geneva
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Maritime_Organization#cite_note-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RMS_Titanic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate_change
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 The Convention is aimed at ensuring that ships, when being recycled after reaching the end of their operational lives, do not 

pose any unnecessary risks to human health, safety and to the environment. 

 Ship recycling yards will be required to provide a "Ship Recycling Plan" 

 

 Arctic Council: 

 

 

 High-level intergovernmental forum which addresses issues faced by the Arctic governments and the indigenous peoples of 

the Arctic. 

 Ottawa declaration, 1996. 

  It has eight member nations viz. Canada, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russia, Sweden and United States.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_organization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arctic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circumpolar_peoples
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circumpolar_peoples
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circumpolar_peoples
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 There are 12 countries with Observer status in Arctic Council. They are China, France, Germany, India, Italy, Japan, South 

Korea, Netherlands, Poland, Singapore, Spain, United Kingdom. 

 

 

 

 

 Recent Happenings In Arctic Council: 

 The Arctic region is experiencing global warming at twice the rate of global average.  

 The consequent melting of ice has led to two major geopolitical impacts:  
 
 Firstly, opening up of new shipping routes between Atlantic Ocean and the Pacific Ocean. 
 Secondly, the scramble for resources of the Arctic region. 

 

 It is estimated that as much as 10 to 20 percent of the world’s oil and 30 percent of natural gas is present in the 

Arctic region. Countries like Russia and Norway have already accelerated the exploration of hydrocarbons in the 

region. 

 

 Implications for India 

 
 India has a scientific research station at Svalbard since 2008. 

  As an observer, India will not have any say in the decision-making process. However, this inclusion is significant in 

view of the fact that the Arctic Council now factors in even geo-economic elements. 

 

 China’s ability to navigate the Northern Sea Route (NSR) is another factor in India’s military strategy. It opens up 

the possibility of China accessing oil from the north. India’s military strategy, so far based on the assumption that 

it would be able to pressurize China by blocking off Malacca Strait, thus choking the Chinese energy supplies 

needs to be reframed in the context of energy availability from the Arctic region. 

 



©APTI PLUS ACADEMY FOR CIVIL SERVICES 

Stay Updated @ www.aptiplus.in For More IAS Exam Materials 

  It can also mean a shift in the center of gravity back to trans-Atlantic from the Asia Pacific, via the Arctic region. 

India’s admission to the Arctic Council as an observer assumes significance in light of these implications. 

 

  

 

 So we can see how important in Malacca strait in the NER which is strategically very important for Both India and 

China. 

 

 

6. What is Cryptocurrency? Analyse the prospect of Crystocurrency to have major  role in 

future social development. 
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 A cryptocurrency (or crypto currency) is a digital asset designed to work as a medium of 

exchange using cryptography to secure the transactions, to control the creation of additional units, and to verify 

the transfer of assets. 

 Bitcoin, created in 2009, was the first decentralized cryptocurrency 

 The application of blockchain-based cryptocurrency is not just limited to the financial sector, but also has the 

potential to galvanise the social development landscape. 

 

 An Instrument of Social Development: 

 A new age ideology in this field with a strong focus on pursuing social impact is the ideation of Social 

Development Coins (DevCoins), a possible solution addressing the predicament of effectively funnelling 

potentially large investments in order to maximise grassroots development. 
 

 Working Model: 
  The government can launch a social challenge with a set of quantifiable objectives and outcomes. 

 Upon completion of the desired task and its subsequent evaluation by a monitoring body, the implementing 

organisation would receive a fixed number of DevCoins from the government. 

 which can then be sold to individuals and corporations who would be looking to make their contribution to such 

social impact initiatives. 

 

 Advantages: 

 

o Efficiency  

 Based on a “pay for success” model, would lead to the efficient utilisation of social investments and thereby 

deliver maximum impact. 

 It shifts the risk of implementation and desired impact from the government to the private or non-profit 

investors. 

 The success of such a model could lead to the adoption of evidence-based solutions to serve the public interest in 

the long run. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_asset
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medium_of_exchange
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medium_of_exchange
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medium_of_exchange
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cryptography
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bitcoin
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o Investment Opportunity 

  it creates an alternate mechanism to channelise private capital in the social impact space.  

 By purchasing DevCoins these individuals have the benefit of steering their wealth into projects and 

initiatives that are positively transforming the social development landscape. 

 

o True Implementation of PPP 

 

 Global policymakers are incentivising private capital channelisation towards social development.  

 Example: Social Investment Tax Relief (SITR) system in the UK, which allows individuals making an eligible 

investment to deduct 30 per cent of the cost of their income tax liability. 

 Necessary financial impact, including possible modifications to the CSR guidelines to allow the flow of capital 

in DevCoins may lead to more interested investors. 

 

o Promotion of Enterpreneurship 

 

 the scalability of DevCoins as a citizen-centric initiative can effectively promote social entrepreneurship. 

They can be used as incentive mechanisms, attracting individual citizens to become entrepreneurs driving 

social change. 

 

 

 Conclusion: 

 

 The next wave of growth and, more importantly, equitable growth, will come from technological disruptions 

based on revolutionary platforms and innovations like Blockchain, Big Data, Artificial Intelligence, which 

have led to the emergence of new age “innovation-oriented models” characterised by DICE — Design, 

Innovation and Creativity led Entrepreneurship. 


