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1. LG in Delhi has more power than governor of a state: 

Supreme Court  

 
 The Supreme Court today said that Delhi's lieutenant governor has more power 

than the governor of a state as he does not have to act on the aid and advice of 

the council of ministers all the time.  

  under Article 163 

 

 the governor has to act on the aid and advice of the council of minister 

except in the case where he has to exercise his discretion.  

 The court is hearing a batch of pleas on who enjoys supremacy in governing the 

national capital, referred to in Article 239AA of the Constitution.  

 

 The language of Article 163 is similar to Article 239AA sub clause 4  

 

 

 but the only difference is that the Legislative Assembly cannot make laws with respect 

to entries 1, 2 and 18 in which the LG can exercise his discreation. Thus, the LG has 

more power than a governor of state  

 

 land, police and public orders fall in the domain of the Centre and the Delhi 

Assembly cannot make laws with regard to these subject.  

 

 

 The apex court had said that with regard to Delhi's legislative powers, the state and 

concurrent lists have been merged into one where both the state and Union have 

legislative powers.   
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2. Government removes restrictions on export of all types of 

pulses  

 
 Pulses production in India, the world's largest producer and importer, touched 

an all-time high of 22.95 million tonnes in the 2016-17 crop year (July-June). 

  

 The government is expecting bumper output even this year and it is also sitting 

on 1.8 million tonnes of buffer stock.  

 

 The annual domestic demand is around 24 million tonnes.  

 

 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has given its approval for 

removal of prohibition on export of all types of pulses to ensure that farmers 

have greater choice in marketing their produce and in getting better 

remuneration for their produce  

 

 The decision to remove export curbs will lead to integration with global supply 

chain, helping farmers adopt good agricultural practices and achieve better 

productivity.  

 

 Recently, the government had imposed quantitative restrictions on some of the 

pulses to check cheaper imports.   

 

3. India, EU hold discussions on proposed free trade 

agreement  

 
 discussions on the long-stalled free trade pact and expressed willingness to 

address issues in a time-bound manner  

 the proposed free trade agreement is officially dubbed as Bilateral Trade and 

Investment Agreement (BTIA)  

 The negotiations for the pact have been held up since May 2013 as both the sides 

are yet to bridge substantial gaps on crucial issues. 

 

 intellectual property rights 

  duty cut in automobile and spirits 

  liberal visa regime.  
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 the EU wants tax reduction in wines, spirits and dairy products, and a 

strong intellectual property regime.  

 On the other hand, India is asking for 'data secure nation' status to be 

granted by the EU. The country is among the nations not considered data 

secure by the EU.  

 The matter is crucial as it will have a bearing on Indian IT companies 

wanting market access.  

 

4. Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana helps lower rural fuel 

inflation  

 
 non-discretionary inflation, which is essentially food fuel and housing inflation, 

has almost halved from 6.44% in May’16 to 3.05% in October’17 . 

 PMUY aims at empowering poor women who are forced to inhale unhealthy 

emissions from burning coal, wood and other unclean fuels while cooking. 

  More than 3 Crore LPG connections have been released across the country under 

the scheme so far.  

 the government should now target some of the states like Chhattisgarh, Haryana 

and Maharashtra where the number of LPG connections have not expanded 

significantly.  

 This will ensure a universal reach and appeal of the PMUY scheme across Pan 

India.  

 

5. Government approves continuation of four ICDS 

programmes  
 

 The four schemes include anganwadi services, the programme for adolescent 

girls called Sabla, Child Protection Services and the National Creche Scheme.  

 

 the approval for the National Nutrition Mission, will be obtained separately.  

 

 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs also approved phased expansion 

of the scheme for out of school girls in the age group of 11-14 years. ] 
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 The Cabinet also decided to convert the National Creche Scheme from a 

programme implemented and entirely funded by the central government to a 

centrally-sponsored scheme with  

 60:40 cost sharing with states,  

 90:10 with north-eastern region and the Himalayan states and  

 100 per cent with the Union Territories.   

 

6. Joint Indo-Bangladesh Exercise Sampriti 2017 Culminates  

 
 Joint Indo-Bangladesh Training Exercise SAMPRITI 2017, which is being 

conducted at Counter Insurgency & Jungle Warfare School, Vairengte in 

Mizoram culminated today with a validation exercise.   

 The exercise has been aimed to strengthen and broaden the aspects of 

interoperability and cooperation between the Indian and Bangladesh Armies. 

 

7. INS Sarvekshak Reaches Dar-Es-Salaam : To Carry out 

Joint Hydrographic Survey with Tanzanian Navy  

 
 In an initiative to bolster bilateral relations with friendly foreign countries and 

navies in the Indian ocean region 

 

  INS Sarvekshak, a hydrographic survey ship of Southern Naval Command, 

arrived Dar-es-Salaam Tanzania on 15 Nov 17 for undertaking joint  

Hydrographic Survey along with the Tanzanian Navy. 

 

 Joint exercises with Tanzanian Navy are planned during the period of 

deployment. 

 

 survey of Pemba Island which would include detailed surveys of  Port of Wesha 

and Kiuyo and Pemba Channel in Tanzania and  

 on completion will be proceeding to Port Louis in Mauritius in December for 

survey of Grand Port. 
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 In recent past, Indian Naval Hydrographic Ships Jamuna, Sutlej and Darshak 

have undertaken various hydrographic surveys of Dar-es-Salaam, Zanzibar, 

Makoni and Port Tanga in Tanzania.  

  INS Sarvekshak is a specialised survey ship of the Indian Navy presently based 

at Kochi and is fitted with state-of-the-art survey equipment like Deep Sea Multi 

beam echo sounder system, Side Scan Sonars and a fully automated digital 

surveying and processing system. 

  In addition, the ship carries an integral Chetak helicopter which would be 

extensively deployed during the survey. 


