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1. Anti-Profiteering guidelines under GST likely by next 

month  

 
 The broad idea is to prescribe a methodology to ascertain whether companies 

are passing on the tax reduction under GST and benefits derived from input 

tax credits to consumers.  

 The government’s reference point for arriving at the anti-profiteering rules is two 

countries, Australia and Malaysia.  

 The key being that it is difficult to monitor all sectors and businesses. 

  There is an urgent need for the government to notify the methodology, which 

would be used to determine cases of profiteering, as businesses will need clarity 

and certainty in order to plan compliance with the antiprofiteering rules . 

 the government has formed a five-member National Anti-Profiteering 

Authority (NAPA) which is required to scrutinise businesses and determine 

where companies are not passing on benefits to customers.  

 

2. India pushing for Jaitapur nuclear plant despite cost 

escalation  

 
 the Indian nuclear establishment continues to push for the Jaitapur Nuclear Power 

Project (JNPP) planned in Ratnagiri, Maharashtra.  

 JNPP, first envisioned in 2009, kick-started with an agreement for two of six third-gen 

1,650-MW European Pressurised Reactors (EPR) -- totalling 9,900 MW -- plus supply 

of nuclear fuel for 25 years.  

 It has faced stiff opposition from local villagers, farmers and fisherfolk, besides 

environmentalists  

 opposition to the project continues as 

 

 it will harm the fragile ecosystem of the Western Ghats and Maharashtra coasts 

  deprive thousands of farmers 

  fisherfolk of their livelihood, 
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 risks and safety factors  

 

 after the Fukushima Daiichi disaster, the world is veering towards other renewable 

energy options which are much cheaper, clean and totally risk-free.  

3. Govt considering report on age-limit in civil services exam  

 
 the report of Baswan committee that suggested changes in civil service exam pattern and 

age limit is under examination. 

 The committee had submitted its report to the Union Public Service Commission 

(UPSC) on August 9, 2016.  

 The UPSC had constituted the expert committee under the chairmanship of former 

human resource development secretary and retired IAS officer B S Baswan, to review the 

scheme of civil service examination in August 2015.  

 The recommendations made by the committee including on pattern of civil service 

examination and age limit are presently under consideration of the UPSC . 

 

4. Indian activist among all-women co-chairs for WEF Davos 

summit  

 
 Indian social entrepreneur and activist Chetna Sinha will be among seven all-women co- 

chairs for the World Economic Forum's annual congregation of global elite in Swiss 

Alpine town Davos.  

 The 48th World Economic Forum Annual Meeting will take place under the theme 

'Creating a Shared Future in a Fractured World'.  

 

 The WEF, which describes itself as an international organisation for public-

private cooperation and was established in 1971 as a not-for-profit foundation, 

hosts its annual meeting in Davos every year in January.  

 

 The WEF has been criticised in the past in some quarters for relatively lower 

women presence. 

 

 the programme of the 2018 Annual Meeting will explore the root causes of, and 

pragmatic solutions for, the manifold political, economic and social fractures 

facing global society today.  
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5. India's global rank up for reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions  

 
 India is ranked 14th in this year's Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI) 

2018 out of 56 nations and the European Union by environmental organisation 

Germanwatch . 

 an improvement from its 20th position last year, for reducing greenhouse gas 

(GHG) emissions  

 by opting to transform its electricity sector towards green technology.  

 The nations aim to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by at least 40 per cent and 

increase energy efficiency and renewables by at least 27 per cent by 2030.  

 The report was made public on Wednesday on the sidelines of the UN Climate 

Change negotiations (COP23) in Bonn.  

 According to the report, global energy transition is taking up speed but no 

country is doing enough. For this, the countries have to strengthen targets and 

implementation.  

 The top three rankings are still unoccupied  

 as the report says no country is on a Paris-compatible path yet that aims to 

keep the average global temperature rise well below two degrees Celsius and 

as close as possible to 1.5 degrees Celcius.  

 Sweden ranks fourth in this year's CCPI, following the empty top three. 

 After withdrawing from the 2015 Paris Agreement and dismantling major 

climate legislation of the previous government, the US finds itself in the bottom 

five of the ranking at 56.   

 

6. BASIC countries reiterate commitment to implementation 

of climate treaties  

 
 The advanced developing countries quartet BASIC comprising India, China, 

Brazil, and South Africa have reiterated political commitment to the “full, 

effective, and sustained” implementation of the UN Climate Convention and its 

treaties, the Kyoto Protocol and the Paris Agreement.  

 Fiji  is chairing the current round of UN-sponsored climate talks. 

 the quartet reiterated the need to ensure progress on finalising the rulebook 

for implementing the Paris Agreement in the post 2020 period, and focus on 

commitments made in the pre-2020 period.  
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 The quartet stressed on the importance of ensuring that rule book for the Paris 

Agreement is reflective of the principles enshrined in the Convention especially 

those relating to differentiation between developed and developing countries.  

 

7. Malnutrition India's biggest health hazard, air pollution a 

close second  

 
 Child and maternal malnutrition continues to be the biggest health hazard in 

India since 1990 

 while deteriorating air quality came a close second, 

 according to a recent report in one of the world's oldest medical journals.  

 

 The report published in the Lancet journal has found that besides malnutrition 

and rising air pollution,  

 dietary risks,  

 high systolic blood pressure 

  diabetes were other major risk factors in India in 2016.  

 The report also analyses the variations in epidemiological transition - a change in 

mortality rates brought about by medical advancements - across Indian states.  

 

 According to the findings, underdeveloped states, including Bihar, Jharkhand, Uttar 

Pradesh, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Haryana have recorded a low 

epidemiological transition level (ETL), and thereby suffer from a higher health burden 

from these risk factors.  

 

 

 Delhi may be one of the most polluted cities but it faces a marginally lower health 

impacts  

 

 disability adjusted life years (DALYs) -life years lost due to air pollution  

 

 India remains one of the worst affected countries where 1.9 million premature deaths 

occur due to deteriorating ambient air quality.  

 

 

8. Indian Railways Striding on Low Carbon Pathway  



©APTI PLUS ACADEMY FOR CIVIL SERVICES 

Stay Updated @ www.aptiplus.in For More IAS Exam Materials 

 Ministry of Railways hosted a side event titled, “Indian Transport Sector: Marching 

towards sustainable mobility” at Conference of Parties (COP-23), Indian Pavilion at 

Bonn. 

 The discussions centered around the role of Indian transport sector, particularly the 

pivotal role of Indian Railways in contributing towards meeting India’s Nationally 

 Determined Contribution (NDC) target. 

 the innovative steps taken by Indian Railways by way of bio-toilets for having an 

open discharge free in line with mission of “Swachh Bharat” and an Open 

Defecation Free (ODF)  

 target for 100% completion of installing Bio-toilets in coaches has been advanced to 

December 2018.  

 

9. Pre-ponement of introduction of BS -VI grade auto fuels in 

NCT Delhi 

 
 to reduce vehicular emissions and improve fuel efficiency with an aim to 

reduce the carbon footprints and keep a healthy environment. 

 India has followed the regulatory pathway for fuel quality and vehicle 

emissions standards termed as Bharat Stage (BS).  

 

  The Ministry of Petroleum and natural Gas has successfully introduced the BS-

IV grade transportation fuels across the country w.e.f April 1st 2017.  

 leapfrogging directly from BS-IV to BS-VI grade by 1st April, 2020, skipping BS-V 

altogether.  

 

 Oil refining companies are making huge investments in fuel up gradation 

projects to produce the BS-VI grade fuels.  

 

 

 Taking into account the serious pollution levels in Delhi and adjoining areas, 

Petroleum Ministry in consultation with Public Oil Marketing Companies 

has decided for preponement of BS-VI grade auto fuels in NCT of Delhi w.e.f 

01.04.2018 instead of 01.04.2020. 

 


