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1. SC notice Centre, states on plea to curb pollution in Delhi-
NCR  
 

 The Supreme Court today sought response from the Centre and Uttar Pradesh, 
Haryana and Punjab state governments on a plea seeking to curb rising pollution 
in Delhi and the national capital region (NCR).  
 

 the plea  also sought a direction to promote solar energy and electric vehicles 
to check pollution.  

 

 

 rise in dust particles on roads, stubble burning in Delhi's neighbouring states like 
Haryana and Punjab have led to an alarming rise in pollution levels in the NCR 
and its adjoining areas.  

 

 

Centre plans key measures to combat pollution in NCR  
 
 plans to strengthen and empower the Central Pollution Control Board 

 
  take steps to cut poisonous emissions from power plants in the region  

 

  clamp down on illegal entry of trucks in the city.  
 

 immediate steps to control dust that flies off from roadsides, open areas and 
construction sites, which scientists say is a bigger menace than vehicular emissions.  
 

 It is also working on a policy to encourage the use of crop residue for making manure 
or generating power instead of burning it.  
 

 If necessary, farmers should be given incentives to refrain from burning crop residue 
after the harvest, which is a major cause of air pollution in the national capital region. 
 

 It is also exploring the possibility of opening the eastern peripheral expressway, which is 
still under construction, to spare Delhi’s citizen from fumes emitted by long-distance 
trucks that transit the city at night even though toll roads are available to bypass the 
capital 
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 The measures are expected to reduce the level of particulate matter in the air 
more effectively than the unpopular odd-even scheme which did not restrict 
trucks or two-wheeler, and failed to reduce air pollution .  

 

 

 

2. Government to strengthen surveillance, legal framework 
to check cybercrime  
 

 A high-level, inter-ministerial meeting, chaired by the home minister, took stock 
of the steps being taken to check financial cybercrime emanating from the usage 
of cards and e- wallets in particular. 
 

 The customer alert mechanism  

 

 to include names of beneficiaries of any financial transaction wherever 

necessary  

 

 for better traceability and crosschecking on the part of the victim,  

 

 publishing online statistics depicting the specific incidents, frauds 

against of e-wallet companies and banks along with details including 

investigation 

 

  to enable customers to make an informed choice before subscribing to e-

wallet services are other initiatives being planned.  

 

 An inter-ministerial committee on phone frauds (IMCPF) has been constituted 
in the home ministry . 
 

 The committee with representatives of various stakeholders, including the 
Reserve Bank of India and law enforcement agencies, has already discussed 
various nature of phone frauds taking place in India and the steps to be taken by 
various stakeholder organisations in order to curb such instances.  
 

 Cyber security incidents included phishing, scanning/ probing, website 
intrusions and defacements, virus/malicious code and denial of service attacks. 
  

 These info are tracked by CERT-IN and data is maintained by National Crime 

Record Bureau (NCRB)   
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3. Indian Railways to use GPS-enabled fog safety devices  
 

 to ensure timely running of trains during winter, the Railways has planned to 
use GPS-enabled fog safety devices in the trains to alert the loco pilot about 
approaching signals.  
 

 Officials will undertake intensive night foot plate inspection and track 
patrolling to detect cases of rail fracture, a major cause of derailment during 
winter.  

 

 The auto signalling system will also be converted to semi-automatic and speed 
restrictions will be imposed during an intense fog situation.  

 

 The Railways is also planning to provide sufficient walkie-talkie sets to the crew 
and station staff.  

 

 They will also provide signal indication booklet to loco pilots, and carry out 
counselling on working during fog.  

 

 During intense fog situations the Railways faces problems  
 
 like shortage of crew due to longer working hours on a train due to 

slower mobility 
 complete disorientation of timetable 
 heavy crowding of waiting passengers  
  non-availability of track maintenance slots due to reduced capacity.   

 
 

4. Northeast to get India's first ever 'Air Dispensary' 
 

 a helicopter based Dispensary/OPD service in far flung and remote areas, 
where no doctor or medical facility was available and the patient, in need, also 
did not have any access to any medical care. 
 

 nearly 1/3rd of India’s population did not have access to proper hospital bed 
care, as a result of which, poor patients living in remote areas remained deprived 
of crucial medical care.  

 

 to begin with, helicopter will be based at two locations Imphal in Manipur and 
Meghalaya in Shillong.  

 

 Both of these cities have premier postgraduate medical institutes from where 
specialist doctors, along with the necessary equipment and paramedical staff, 
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would be able to move into the helicopter and hold a dispensary/OPD in 
different locations across the eight States of North Eastern Region.  

 

  the same helicopter can also transport a sick patient, requiring admission, to a 
city hospital. 

 

  Union Ministry of Development of Northeast (DONER) has already 
contributed Rs. 25 crore as part of the initial funding for this initiative. 

 

 

5. The largest ever survey, National Achievement Survey 
(NAS) conducted successfully 
 

 The National Achievement Survey (NAS) is the largest ever national assessment 
survey in the country and is amongst the largest in the world, was conducted 
throughout the country today.  

 

 NAS is a transparent and credible exercise done under third party verification. 
  It was conducted for the Classes 3, 5 and 8 in government and government 

aided schools. 
 

 The competency based test questions developed reflected the Learning 
Outcomes developed by the NCERT which were recently incorporated in the 
Right to Education Act (RTE) by the Government of India. 

 

 To ensure the fairness of the survey, a monitoring team was constituted which 
consisted of observers from inter-ministerial departments drawn from the State 
Governments, National and State Observers from Education Departments and 
multi-lateral organizations. 

 

 This monitoring team observed the implementation of the survey in all the 
districts, on the Day of Assessment.  

 

 The district wise learning report cards will be prepared based on a software 
especially designed for this. Subsequently, analytical reports will be prepared. 
The analysis will reflect the disaggregated and detailed learning levels.  

 

 The findings of the survey, will also help in understanding the efficiency of the 
education system.  
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 NAS results will help guide education policy, planning and implementation at 
national, state, district and classroom levels for improving learning levels of 
children and bringing about qualitative improvements. 

 

 

6. Inland Waterways Authority of India pushes for early 
completion of Jal Marg Vikas Project on Ganga  
 
The Jal Marg Vikas Project seeks to facilitate plying of vessels with capacity of 1500-2000 

tons in the Haldia-Varanasi stretch of the River Ganga. 


