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1. India, Australia, Japan and US discuss cooperation in 
Indo-Pacific  
 

 seen as a first move to set up a quadrilateral grouping to pursue common 
interests amidst growing assertiveness by the Chinese military in the 
strategically key region.  

 the discussions focused on cooperation based on converging vision and values 
for promotion of peace, stability and prosperity in an increasingly inter-

connected region.  

 a free, open, prosperous and inclusive Indo-Pacific region serves the long-term 
interests of all countries in the region and of the world at large.  

 The Indian side highlighted India's Act East Policy as the cornerstone of its 
engagement in the Indo-Pacific region.  
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2. Countries request to commemorate 20th year of iconic 1997 
Kyoto Protocol  
 

 Till 2015, when countries adopted the Paris Agreement, the Kyoto Protocol, as 
the 1997 treaty came to be known, provided the legal basis for addressing climate 
change.  

 The Kyoto Protocol was adopted on December 11, 1997.  
 

 The Kyoto Protocol is the first legally binding agreement that addressed the issue 
of greenhouse gas emissions contributing to global warming and climate 
change.  

 

 

 The Kyoto Protocol set out mandatory emission reduction targets for 
industrialised countries.  
 

 the focus of the climate talks has been skewed, focused on climate action in the 
post-2020 period under the Paris Agreement while actions in the pre-2020 period 
are not getting much attention.  

 

 

 The Kyoto Protocol emerged from the United Framework Convention on 
Climate Change that all countries agreed to in 1992 at Rio summit and referred 
to popularly as the Earth Summit.  
 

 The UN Climate Convention pledges to take measures to limit the amount of 
greenhouse gas emissions to prevent dangerous and irreversible climate 
change—“stabilise greenhouse-gas concentrations "at a level that would prevent 
dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system”.  

 

 

 This meant that the developed industrialised countries were to take the lead in 
reducing emissions. 
 

  While developing countries would take action depending on the financial and 
technological support they received from developed countries.  

  

It, unlike the successor climate treaty agreed to in Paris, sets out mandatory 

targets for emission reduction by industrialised countries.  

 The United States was a signatory to when the treaty was adopted in Kyoto, 

never ratified the 1997 agreement.  

 The Kyoto Protocol became operational in 2005. 
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  Its initial mandate was till 2012, known in the UN parlance as the first 
commitment period.  

 

 

 After protracted negotiations in December 2012 at Doha, countries agreed to 
extend the mandate of the Kyoto Protocol till 2020. 
 

  The Doha Amendment is yet to be operationalized—only 84 countries out of 
the 144 required have ratified the treaty.   

 
 
 
 

3. National Conference on BharatNet - Launch of Phase II 

 
 National Optical Fibre Network (NOFN) is an ambitious initiative to trigger a 

broadband revolution in rural areas.  
 

 NOFN was envisaged as an information super-highway through the creation 
of a robust middle-mile infrastructure for reaching broadband connectivity to 
Gram Panchayats. 

 

 

 The entire project is being funded by Universal service Obligation Fund 
(USOF), which was set up for improving telecom services in rural and remote 
areas of the country. 
 

  The objective is to facilitate the delivery of e-governance, e-health, e-education, 
e-banking, Internet and other services to the rural India. 

 

 

 The first phase envisages providing one lakh gram panchayats with 
broadband connectivity by laying underground optic fibre cable (OFC) lines by 
March 2017.  
 

 The second phase will provide connectivity to all 2,50,500 gram panchayats in 
the country using an optimal mix of underground fiber, fiber over power 
lines, radio and satellite media.  

 

 It is to be completed by December 2018.  
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 In the third phase from 2018 to 2023, state-of-the-art, future-proof network, 

including fiber between districts and blocks, with ring topology to provide 

redundancy would be created.  


