
 

 

 

 

APTI Q 

The Hindu Dt:29/09/2017 

MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1.Headquarter of World Gold Council is located at----------(International Organization) 

a) New Delhi,India 

b) London,England 

c) Bejing ,China 

d) Tokyo,Japan 

2. The policy of distributing a major part of its earnings to its shareholders as dividend and retains a 

minimum amount as retained earnings is which type of dividend policy?(Indian Economy) 

a) Regular Stock Dividend Policy 

b) Liberal Dividend Policy 

c) Stable Dividend Policy 

d) Irregular Dividend Policy 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1.Briefly enumerate burgeoning India-U.S strategic relationship in recent times and with sepcial 

emphasis on Afghanistan.(Foreign Affairs) 

2.State whether Swachata Bharat Abhiyan (SBA) will be a success?(Social Issues) 

 

 

 



 

 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1.b 

Explanation: Headquartered in London United Kingdom, they have offices in India, China, Singapore, 

Japan and the United States. 

2.b 

Explanation: It is a policy of distributing a major part of its earnings to its shareholders as dividend 

and retains a minimum amount as retained earnings. Thus, the ratio of dividend distribution is very 

large as compared to retained earnings. The rate of dividend or the amount of dividend is not fixed. 

It varies according to earnings. The higher is the profit, the higher will be the rate of dividend. In 

years of poor earnings, the rate of dividend will be lower. In fact, it is the policy of Irregular Dividend. 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

1.Context: Gen. Mattis’s visit has highlighted the growing convergence between the U.S. and India 

on key regional and global security issues. As the two nations move ahead with their ambitious 

plans, the challenge will be to sustain the present momentum given the myriad distractions that 

Washington and New Delhi have to contend with. 

Stronger ties of India with U.S.: 

• The recent visit of Gen. Mattis shows the importance of defence ties in shaping the 

trajectory of Indo-U.S. relations 

• The USA is no longer reluctant about selling sensitive military technologies to India 

• The U.S. is looking forward to share some of their most advanced defence technologies with 

India 

• For example, he sale of 22 Sea Guardian Unmanned Aerial Systems is high on the agenda 

• With this deal, the Indian Navy will not only acquire the world’s most advanced maritime 

reconnaissance drone, it will also lead to greater defence technology sharing 

Wider role of India in Afghanistan 

• India has decided to take up 116 “high-impact community developmental projects” in 31 

provinces of Afghanistan 

• India and Afghanistan have also agreed to “strengthen security cooperation” 

• India has agreed “to extend further assistance for the Afghan national defence and security 

forces in fighting (1) the scourge of terrorism, (2) organised crime, (3) trafficking of narcotics 

and (4) money laundering” 

• India will train Afghan police officers along with Afghan soldiers 

• This is aimed at sending out a message to Pakistan, which continues to assert that India has 

“zero political and military role” in Afghanistan 

• India has given four attack helicopters to Afghanistan as part of its assistance package 

• India is keen to expand the scope of its security cooperation with Afghanistan 



 

 

• It had remained limited in the past not only due to geographical constraints, but also due to 

USA’s desire to limit India’s security engagement in the country 

2.Context: Swachhta (cleanliness) was an idea first articulated by Mahatma Gandhi, who said that 

sanitation is even more important than political freedom. A mission as fundamentally transformative 

as Swachh Bharat will not only result in intended physical outcomes but also a lifestyle and mindset 

change. 

Argument in favour of the cmpaign---- 

• In the short span of three years, about 50 million toilets have been constructed in rural 

India, increasing the coverage from 39% to 69% now; another 3.8 million have sprung up in 

cities and towns and another 1.4 million are presently under construction. As against this, 

only 300,000 toilets were built during the 10-year period between 2004 and 2014. 

• So far, 248,000 villages have been resurrected from the ignominy of open defecation; 203 

districts, over one-third of the total, have banished open defecation. Five States have 

declared themselves Open Defecation Free (ODF) in rural areas: Sikkim, Himachal Pradesh, 

Kerala, Uttarakhand and Haryana. About 1,200 of our cities and towns, about one-third of 

the total, have already become ODF. More importantly, all ODF claims are scrutinised by 

third-party independent verification. 

• All houses being built under the ‘Housing for All’ mission will have toilets and the title will 

vest in the name of women, either individually or jointly. This is about women’s 

empowerment, freeing them from domestic subjugation besides liberating them from 

humiliating open defecation. 

 

• Proper integration of various components of the sanitation chain such as ensuring water 

supply, seepage management, sewerage networks, prevention of manual scavenging and 

solid waste management form the key for the Swachh Bharat Mission. Given the efforts 

underway to make this chain work, the way forward is towards a Clean India. 

Argument in against of the cmpaign---- 

• In India, there is an inexorable link between occupation and caste; the occupation of manual 

scavenging is linked with caste. We have to break the link between caste and occupation 

before we set out to achieve Swachh Bharat. It cannot be achieved by preaching ‘cleanliness 

is next to godliness’. You have made certain communities from particular castes clean the 

country. 

• People are not using toilets because they neither have access nor the capacity to use one. 

You cannot organise campaigns to shame them. If your priority is the poor, let them choose 

what they want. The Constitution says the state cannot interfere in people’s lives. But by 

appointing whistle-blowers who shame those who do not use toilets, the state is terrorising 

people. 

• Then, let us come to the toilets being constructed. Each toilet requires a septic tank. My 

question is, who will clean the septic tank? Instead of modernising the sewer lines and septic 



 

 

tanks and investing money and energy on smart techniques of sanitation, you are adding 

more problems to the existing problem. 

• Every month, there is news about people dying in manholes after being ordered to clean 

them. Why hasn’t any thought gone into mechanised cleaning of manholes in the city? 

Concluding thought: 

Cynics and critics may point at something lacking here or there. They cannot, however, question the 

need for Swachh Bharat. With such consensus and the evidence available so far, the Swachh Bharat 

Abhiyan will work — the only alternative is neither affordable nor viable in an aspirational India. The 

ongoing mass mobilisation campaign ‘Swachhata Hi Seva’ highlights sanitation as the real service to 

the nation. We owe a ‘Swachh Bharat’ to the Mahatma on the occasion of his 150th birth 

anniversary in 2019. 

 

 


