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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1. Jan Sampark program to enable public to interact with its officials to obtain information related to 

--------------(Government Schemes) 

a) Employment 

b) Grievance redressal 

c) Child adoption 

d) Women empowerment 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1.Briefly emumreate the legitimacy of referendums in the context of recent turmoil in West Asia and 

Spain.In this perspective also highlights the importance for nuance in such votes.(Governance and 

International Issues) (HINDU EDITORIAL) 

2.State how recently recommended umbrella scheme for modernisation of police forces(MPF) will 

strengthen law and order mechanism and modernize the cops.(Internal Security) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1.c 

Explanation: The Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) launched monthly Jan Sampark 

program to enable public to interact with its officials to obtain information related to child adoption. 

The first of its kind programme under it was held recently in New Delhi. Nearly 150 Prospective 

Adoptive Parents (PAPs), adoptive parents and representatives of agencies participated in session. 

 

 



 

 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

 

1.Context: Referendums are in the news, with tensions mounting in Spain and West Asia over 

regional votes in Catalonia and Iraqi Kurdistan, respectively. 

A referendum is, no doubt, a powerful tool to deepen participation and reflect public opinion in a 

democracy. But when, how and for what reasons referendums should be held need to be carefully 

laid out so as to ensure their legitimacy. 

The Kurdish case: Iraqi Kurdistan is just one of four Kurd majority areas, the other three being in 

Syria, Turkey and Iran. Kurds were denied a homeland of their own after the break-up of the 

Ottoman Empire and various movements seeking autonomy and independence in the four countries 

have been brutally repressed over the years. 

In short, any moves for independence of “south Kurdistan” in Iraq have geopolitical ramifications 

and are severely opposed by Turkey and Iran in particular, as well as the Bashar al-Assad regime in 

Syria, which remains tactically silent on the matter for now. The referendum in Iraq cannot be seen 

in isolation from the other battles which are being fought by Kurds in neighbouring countries and 

which could complicate matters such as the still unfinished civil war against the IS in Syria and Iraq, 

regardless of how legitimate the historical claims of the Kurds for a separate homeland are. 

Catalonia’s referendum: It  does not suffer from these complications. Catalans were also subject to 

similar centralisation and unitary principles during Franco’s rule in Spain as Kurds were in Turkey, 

being unable to speak their language in public. But this was a fate suffered by other minorities in 

Spain as well, the Basques for example. 

The real reasons for the demands of independence lie in the vagaries of Spain’s economy which have 

affected Catalonia as well. Catalan nationalists from both the Left and the Right have used 

independence as the way to answer raging problems such as unemployment instead of pursuing 

reforms and measures that will relieve Catalonia (and indeed Spain) of these issues. 

The October 1 referendum itself is problematic — it asks participants if they prefer independence 

through a yes/no vote and choices such as greater federalisation are not provided on the ballot. In 

any case, parties supporting the “no” option (and endorsed mostly by non-Catalan long-time 

residents of the region) are boycotting the referendum. Yet, the Catalan government is pushing the 

referendum as a binding step towards independence. 

The importance for nuance: The issues at stake in Iraqi Kurdistan and Catalonia in Spain are vastly 

different. Kurdish claims of independence might be legitimate due to the repression faced by Kurds 

in their respective sovereignties and the parcelling of the Kurdish homeland into regions across 

those sovereignties. But a push for independence in this milieu is fraught with new tensions rising 

out of geopolitics. The Catalan case for independence is lesser as the real problem in Catalonia is 

related to economic issues, which are shared by the rest of Spain as well 



 

 

2.Context: The Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS), headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 

gave its approval for the implementation of the umbrella scheme, Modernisation of Police Forces 

(MPF), for 2017-18 to 2019-20. 

This is the country’s biggest ever internal security scheme. The financial outlay over the three-year 

period is 25,060 crore, out of which the Central government’s share will be 18,636 crore and the 

States’ 6,424 crore. 

Salient Features: 

• Focus areas: Special provision has been made under the Scheme for internal security, law 

and order, women security, availability of modern weapons, mobility of police forces, 

logistics support, hiring of helicopters, upgradation of police wireless, National Satellite 

Network, CCTNS project, E-prison project etc. 

• Budgetary support: Under the umbrella scheme, central budget outlay of Rs.10,132 crore 

has been earmarked for internal security related expenditure for Jammu & Kashmir, North 

Eastern States and left wing extremism affected States. 

• Special focus: Scheme of Special Central Assistance (SCA) for 35 worst LWE affected districts 

has been introduced with an outlay of Rs.3,000 crore to tackle the issue of 

underdevelopment in these district. An outlay of Rs.100 crore has been earmarked in the 

North Eastern States for police infrastructure upgradation, training institutes, investigation 

facilities etc. 

 

• Upgradation: Under the scheme, new initiatives will be introduced to provide assistance to 

States for upgradation of police infrastructure, forensic science laboratories, institutions and 

the equipment available with them to plug critical gaps in the criminal justice system.  

• National database: Police Stations will be integrated to set up a national data base of crime 

and criminals’ records.  It will be linked with other pillars of criminal justice system such as 

‘prisons, forensic science laboratories and prosecution offices. 

• Forensic labs: The umbrella scheme also provides for setting up of a State-of Art forensic 

science laboratory in Amravati, Andhra Pradesh and upgradation of  Sardar Patel Global 

Centre for Security, Counter Terrorism and Anti Insurgency in Jaipur and Gujarat Forensic 

Science University in Gandhi Nagar. 

Significance of this scheme: 

Implementation of this scheme would bolster the Government’s ability to address challenges faced 

in different theatres such as areas affected by LWE, Jammu and Kashmir and North East effectively 

and undertake development interventions which will catalyze in improving the quality of life in these 

areas and help combat these challenges effectively at the same time. 

Concluding remark: 

It is expected that the umbrella scheme, “Modernisation of Police Forces (MPF)” will go a long way 

to boost the capability and efficiency of Central and State Police Forces by modernizing them 


