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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1.Who authored the book “Exit West”?(Current Affairs) 

a) Hamid Ansari 

b)Mohsin Hamid 

c) Salman Rushide 

d)None of these 

2. The Mount Agung volcano is located in which of the following nations(World Geography) 

a) Malaysia 

b) The Philipines 

c) Japan 

d) Indonesia 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1. “The United Nations will not work effectively if it is used only as a convenience when national  

nterests are dir-ectly involved, and regarded with indifference, or bypassed or op-posed, when the 

general world in-terest is paramount.”Critically comment the sentence in the context of growing 

ineffectiveness of the world body.(International Organizations)(HINDU EDITORIAL) 

2.Do you think in order to to ensure universal access to electricity the Structural issues of the sector 

must be tackled successfully?(Govt Schemes &  Infrastructure)(HINDU EDITORIAL) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1.b 



 

 

Explanation: Mohsin Hamid’s novel Exit West, which has been shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize.  

2.d 

Explanation: The Mount Agung volcano in Bali, Indonesia, is seen covered with clouds.Rumbling 

since August, it is threatening to erupt for the •first time since 1963. 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

1.Context: world’s seven biggest threats: nuclear peril, terrorism, unresolved conflicts and violations 

of international humanitarian law, climate change, growing inequality, cyber warfare and misuse of 

artificial intelligence, and human mobility, or refugees. Even a cursory glance shows that each of 

these issues saw little movement at the UNGA. 

Growing Ineffectiveness: 

• To begin with, the UN’s actions in response to North Korea’s missiles and nuclear tests just 

amounted to another round of sanctions against the Kim Jong-un regime. Past history points 

to the slim chances of success of this tack. 

• To other countries that may enter talks, as Iran did, the imminent threat from the U.S. of 

walking out of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (P5+1 agreement) would make them 

question the efficacy of the UN in guaranteeing any deal struck. 

• Other decisions of the Trump administration in the U.S., to walk out of the climate change 

agreement as well as threaten to cancel its funding contributions to the UN, have also seen 

little comment from the world body, which further reduces the respect it is viewed with. 

• Nowhere is that lack of respect more obvious than regarding Myanmar, where the military 

junta faced sanctions for years. Despite inviting former UN Secretary General Kofi Annan to 

prepare a report on Rakhine state, post-democracy Myanmar has been able to carry out one 

of the region’s most frightening massacres just days after the report was submitted. 

• Meanwhile India struggles to convince China to allow the Security Council to sanction 

Masood Azhar, whose release in exchange for hostages in 1999 should have been proof 

enough of his perfidy. 

• UN must do more to act on attacks carried out by states, especially those that are 

permanent members of the Security Council. Both Russia and the U.S. have been known to 

use cyber warfare, but equally the use of new-age warfare — drones, robotic soldiers and 

remote killings — must see more regulation from the international community. 

• Solving the world’s inequalities, eight men represent as much of the world’s wealth as half 

of all humanity, will be a harder and harder task for the UN, where member countries speak 

only of putting themselves “first”. 

2.Context: The Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana, or the ‘Saubhagya’ scheme, launched by 

Mr. Modi aims to make electricity accessible to every household by the end of 2018. Under the 

scheme, expected to cost a little over 16,000 crore, poor households that have no access to 

electricity will be provided electricity connections free of cost. 



 

 

Universal access to electricity has been a familiar and long-standing promise of governments at the 

Centre. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has signalled he is serious about providing this by owning 

responsibility for its realisation. Success, however, will require more than just budgetary fund 

allocation; it will depend largely on addressing structural issues that plague the broken power sector. 

Structural Issues:  

• A free electricity connection can ease the financial burden on the poor to some degree, but 

it will not address the recurring burden of power bills. The aim of improving affordability 

would require that supply be increased drastically to lower the price paid by retail 

consumers. Paradoxically, amidst the government’s claims that India is a power-surplus 

nation, the power generation utilities remain vastly under-utilised. 

• The plant load factor (PLF) of coal and lignite-based plants, an indicator of capacity 

utilisation of power generation units, has dropped consistently over the decade from 77.5% 

in 2009-10 to 59.88% in 2016-17, according to data from the Central Electricity Authority. 

This is due to demand for electricity from State distribution companies dropping in tandem 

with their deteriorating financial status. 

• The Ujwal DISCOM Assurance Yojana (UDAY), introduced two years ago to restructure the 

debt of State distribution agencies, has failed to make enough of a difference to this state of 

affairs. The outcome is not surprising, given that UDAY has failed to address the root 

problem of populism in the pricing of electricity. In the absence of the freedom to sell at a 

profitable price, distribution agencies have had very little incentive to demand more 

electricity from power generators, as evident in the constantly falling PLF.  

This in turn holds back investment in power generation units. Saubhagya, unfortunately, does very 

little to address the fundamentals of India’s crippling power problem. 


