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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1. With reference to SCO (Sanghai Co-operation Organization), which of the following statements 

is/are correct? (International Organization) 

I. It is headquartered at Beijing, China. 

II.India but not Pakistan is a signatory to it. 

Select Codes: 

a) I 

b) II 

c) I, II 

d) None of these. 

2. Bhavantar Bhugtan Yojana is a recently launched by which of the following states as a shield for 

farmers? (Govt Schemes) 

a) Uttar Pradesh 

b) Madhya Pradesh 

c) Rajasthan 

d) Bihar 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1. “As a democracy, we must condition ourselves to expecting and promoting neutrality in the 

Speaker.” Critically analyze the sentence in the context of partisan politics in India? (Indian polity 

&Governance) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 



 

 

1.a 

Explanation: India and Pakistan joined SCO as full members on 9 June 2017 in Astana, Kazakhstan. 

2.b 

Explanation: The state government of Madhya Pradesh has launched a new scheme named as 

“Bhavantar Bhugtan Yojana” (Price Deficit Financing Scheme) to hedge price risks in agriculture 

sector.  

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

1. Context: There are numerous such instances in our polity where the Speaker of the Assembly has 

precipitated a political crisis by seemingly political decisions. For example, the Anti-Defection Law. 

The determination of whether a representative has become subject to disqualification, post their 

defection, is made by the presiding officer of the House, offering ample scope for Speakers to 

exercise discretion. 

Neutrality and speaker: As a democracy, we must condition ourselves to expecting and promoting 

neutrality in the Speaker. Instances where the Speaker is named on a list of MPs who withdraw 

support from the government must be avoided, to prevent encroachment on the Speaker’s 

neutrality. Such neutrality should not be accompanied by political banishment.  

Partisan politics: 

• Offering future rewards for performance as a Speaker has made the position a stepping 

stone for political ambition. 

• The position of the Indian Speaker is paradoxical. The holder of the position, whether in 

Parliament or in State Assemblies, contests the election for the post on a party ticket, and 

yet is expected to conduct himself or herself in a non-partisan manner, all the while being 

beholden to the party for a ticket for the next election. 

• It highlights the need for greater clarity in the interpretations associated with the Anti-

Defection Law. Perhaps, it might be better for such critical decisions, associated with 

representative disqualification, to be determined by the President instead, with inputs from 

the Election Commission. 

• Taking partisanship out of the post will require establishing other conventions. Until 1996, 

the Speaker of the Lok Sabha always belonged to the ruling party. The election of P.A. 

Sangma of the Congress, on a unanimous basis, set another convention – with the Speaker 

belonging to a party other than the ruling party. More recently, we have reversed track and 

moved back towards having the Speaker being from the ruling coalition. 


