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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1. What is the rank of India as per GHI (Global Hunger Index) 2017 report? (Current Affairs) 

a) 110 

b) 100 

c) 99 

d) 108 

2. Which of the following nations has recently withdrawn itself from UNESCO? (Current Affairs) 

a) U.S 

b) Israel 

c) India 

d) Russia 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1. State whether India gets over its obsession with godmen in recent times?Critically comment 

.(Social Issues) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1.b 



 

 

Explanation: India has a “serious” hunger problem and ranks 100 among 119 developing countries, 

lagging behind countries such as North Korea and Iraq, said the global hunger index report released 

by Washington-based International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI). 

2.a 

Explanation: UNESCO is the first UN agency to have admitted Palestine as a full member in 2011. As 

required by law, the U.S. has stopped funding UNESCO since then. The U.S. withdrawal will take 

effect on December 31, 2018. Until then, it will remain a full member. 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

1.Context: In recent times, the increasing number of godmen (and women) are spotted in State 

governments and corporate board meetings, educational institutions, and all other important places. 

They are not spiritual men but ambitious con artists who purvey deception, falsehood and religiosity 

in the name of god. 

Education not enough: 

Rationalists and liberals looked upon education which promoted scientific temper and rational 

thinking as the antidote to what they conceived as a result of cultural and social backwardness. But 

education has not adequately fulfilled this role. After all, the substantial following that godmen 

command is not from the illiterate masses, but from the well-educated middle class that tends to 

celebrate the irrational in the name of culture. 

 Controversies and contributions: 

Unfortunately, many of them, their family members, and/or their followers were also involved in 

different kinds of controversies. The Buddha’s ascetic order was embroiled in immoral behaviour-

based controversies after a few centuries. Mahavira’s disciples remain divided into two sects. Adi 

Shankaracharya’s different maths have been dragged into controversies. 

And yet, all of these controversies do not diminish the great roles played by these spiritual gurus. 

Meditation taught by the Buddha and non-violence taught by Mahavira will continue to inspire 

humanity to become more mindful and cut down their meat consumption for the health of our own 

bodies and for our fragile ecosystem. 



 

 

Way forward: The emergent demographic profile of the country indicates that religiosity will 

gradually come down, and rational values as a by-product of modernity will percolate down to 

villages and small towns from where people flock to godmen in large numbers. Of late, a series of 

exposes on the nefarious activities of godmen, as well as judicial intervention, has dented the public 

image such men (seldom women) enjoy. Also, since the organisations run by these godmen are 

personality-centred and centralised in structure, the deras/ashrams are likely to fade away once 

these godmen depart from public life or are forced to depart from public life. While that could be 

viewed as a positive thing, the government’s apathy to address the basic issues of the poor coupled 

with the increasing alienation among the middle class in a market economy might provide a fertile 

ground for godmen to thrive. 

  


