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The Hindu Dt:10/10/2017 

MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1. With reference to COP23(Conference of Parties),which of the following statements is/are 

correct?(Ecology & Environment) 

I.  It will be held in Berlin, Germany.  

II. Fijian Prime Minister, Mr. Frank Bainimarama will be President of COP 23. 

Select codes: 

a) I 

b) II 

c) I,II 

d) None of these 

2. Butcher’s Island is located nearby which coast of India? (Indian Geography) 

a) Mumbai 

b) Chennai 

c) Mangalore 

d) Kozhikode 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1. Discuss India’s role in fostering regional cooperation on environment and disaster management? 

(Disaster Management) 



 

 

2. What needs to be done now to get India back on the high growth track? (Indian Economy) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1. b 

Explanation: It will be held in Bonn,Germany.  

2.a 

Explanation: Butcher Island is an island off the coast of Mumbai, India. It has an oil terminal used by 

the port authorities to offload it from oil tankers. The crude oil is stored in oil containers on the 

island. 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

1.Context: India will seek to reaffirm its regional leadership in environmental and climate diplomacy 

as it hosts the first Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 

CooperationDisaster Management Exercise (BIMSTEC DMEx 2017) starting October 10.  

Despite a decade of meaningful efforts in the sector, political and security tensions between 

members have hindered progress on regional cooperation and action. The renewed focus and 

enthusiasm of the regional leaders to rejuvenate BIMSTEC, after two decades of its existence, is 

therefore a welcome opportunity to boost effective cooperation in the sub-region.  

Building Capacity:  

• Given the regional nature of the threats, there is an urgent need for setting up of regional 

institutional capacity for threat assessment and designing response strategies. An important 

challenge for disaster preparedness is addressing the knowledge gaps among the member 

countries. Setting up of research taskforces on various climate change and environment risks 

in the BIMSTEC sub-region can develop a common understanding of the threats, create 

standards for emergency management and come up with cost-effective solutions. 

• India has volunteered to lead the Environment and Natural Disaster Agenda under BIMSTEC, 

and must make the best of this opportunity by translating the learnings from the disaster 

management experiences of SAARC and ASEAN. This is also an opportunity for India to take 

a measured approach and add value to its own regional agenda. 

• Like other regional blocs, this initiative is set to take place amidst a long-standing climate of 

political discord amongst some of the member nations — Bangladesh, India and Myanmar. 



 

 

India’s tensions over transboundary Teesta river water sharing with Bangladesh, and the 

Rohingya refugee crisis between Myanmar and Bangladesh are cases in point. 

Looking ahead: However, member nations must recognise that considering their regional setting 

and geographical proximity, the security of states in the sub-region is contingent upon each other 

and therefore, ‘Environment and Natural Disaster’ management would need to be prioritised as 

their common security agenda. 

2.Context: The Indian economy is currently in a paradoxical situation. The world has been praising 

India for its rapid economic growth, inflation is down, forex reserves are more than $400 billion, 

fiscal deficit is on target and current account deficit until recently has been less than 1% of GDP and 

comfortably financed by capital inflows. 

Five-step plan: To resurrect the Indian economy growth rate we must emphasize following five step 

plan--------------------- 

• First, demonetiation was politically successful but an economic failure. We can use the 

current crisis to introduce an amnesty scheme, a la Indonesia, to allow tax payers to 

voluntarily disclose hitherto undisclosed income kept domestically and abroad. Indonesia — 

a nation of 250 million people, with 32 million registered tax payers but only 8.9 million 

actual tax payers — had close to 1 million people disclose $365 billion (40% of GDP) of 

undisclosed income this year, the bulk of which was held domestically and a portion abroad, 

notably $55.5 billion in Singapore. 

• The Indian government should announce a one-time programme valid till December 31, by 

when anyone can disclose previously undisclosed income held within the country and 

abroad, for which they will pay a small, one-time fine of 4%, while 50% of the domestic 

holdings (100% of foreign cash/ near cash holdings) will need to be invested in two large 

government funds — one for infrastructure and the other for bank recapitalisation. 

• Second, ensure that the full extent of the NPA problem is recognised latest by December 31 

and that banks make necessary provisions in this regard. The consequent shortfall in equity 

capital adequacy for PSU banks should be met through recapitalisation by March 31. 

• Third, accelerate infrastructure investments, especially in agricultural storage/ support 

infrastructure, in post-harvest processing, water efficiency technologies, extension services 

etc. to make agriculture more productive. 

• Fourth, facilitate new export engines — ‘Make in India’ and ‘Serve in India’ — with emphasis 

on defense exports and medical tourism. An ambitious target of $100 billion over the next 



 

 

10 years can be set for these two segments as the world is becoming an increasingly 

dangerous place and global population less healthy with chronic diseases for which India can 

offer holistic cures. 

• Lastly, the PM must take a leaf from the book of former Prime Minister, Narasimha Rao, who 

was heading a minority government. Despite its existence on the edge, he dared to bring in a 

technocrat at that time — Dr. Manmohan Singh — to launch economic reforms. That was 

statesmanship. Mr. Modi needs fresh and bold economic thinking to steer the future of 1.3 

billion aspiring Indians and the next big battle for the ballot in 2019. 

 

 


