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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1.Which of the following states observes Mera Hou-Chongba festival? (Art & Culture) 

a) Nagaland 

b) Manipur 

c) Assam 

d) Meghalaya 

2.Dibang biosphere reserve is located in which state? (Bio-diversity) 

a) Assam 

b) Manipur 

c) Arunachal Pradesh 

d) Meghalaya 

3.With reference to Paris Club, which of the following statements is/are correct. (International 

Organization) 

I. There are currently 22 Permanent Members of the Paris Club. 

II. The Paris Club is a group of officials from major creditor countries whose role is to find coordinated 

and sustainable solutions to the payment difficulties experienced by debtor countries. 

Select codes: 



 

 

a) I 

b) II 

c) I, II 

d) None of these 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1.State whether there is the need for inclusion of State governments in foreign policymaking, 

particularly in matters relating to trade and investment? Critically analyse in the context of competitive 

federalism? (Governance) 

2.Do you think it is high time for India and the EU to join hands in defence of the liberal order? (Foreign 

Affairs) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1.b 

Explanation: Mera Houchongba is an important festival of Manipur. It has been celebrating for quite 

long time as a mark of remembrance of the solidarity among the different ethnic groups in the Manipur 

state and to give more strength in the process of further consolidation of the idea of Manipuri 

nationalism. 

2.b 

Explanation: Dihang-Dibang or Dehang-Debang is a biosphere reserve constituted in 1998. It is in the 

Indian state of Arunachal Pradesh. The Mouling National Park and the Dibang Wildlife Sanctuary are 

located fully or partly within this biosphere reserve. 

3.c 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

1.Role of state in foreign policy: Having been Chief Minister of Gujarat for nearly 13 years, Mr. Modi is 

acutely aware of the need for inclusion of State governments in foreign policymaking, particularly in 

matters relating to trade and investment. He had visited Japan, China and Singapore and seen for 

himself the potential for the States to play a role in securing the best deals for themselves within the 



 

 

overall policy of the Central government. In his earlier stint as Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister, 

Chandrababu Naidu negotiated with foreign governments to make Hyderabad an IT capital, prompting 

even presidents and prime ministers to visit the city on state visits. Given his personal reputation, the 

Government of India invited Mr. Naidu to lead an Indian delegation on IT. The policy of countries like the 

U.S. and China to encourage their State governments to take economic delegations to foreign countries 

and even to establish their own trading offices abroad was the model. 

Competitive federalism: Competitive federalism is a concept where centre competes with states and 

vice-versa, and states compete with each other in their joint efforts to develop India.  As a concept, it is 

more suitable to the countries like US, where it is in-built in their constitution. In competitive federalism, 

states would compete with each other over a broad range issues to provide citizens various services in a 

hassle-free manner. The policy of one-size-fit-all is replaced with different policies of various states 

based on the own priorities with in the state. Each state will design their own policies for development 

of the state with self-fund. The concept also promotes discipline among the states. 

Way ahead: After three years as Prime Minister, Mr. Modi claimed that he had established the basic 

mechanism for the States to play an important role in not only implementing foreign policy, but also in 

formulating it. The Ministry of External Affairs now has a States division, which keeps in touch with the 

States to assist them in building bridges with the countries in which they have a special interest on 

account of proximity or the presence of diaspora from that State. IFS officers have been asked to choose 

a State each to understand its special requirements and to advise them. Gone are the days when 

regional affinities were considered undesirable in their handling of international issues. A Foreign 

Secretary used to say, half in jest, that no Punjabi should deal with Pakistan and no Tamil should deal 

with Sri Lanka! In the new dispensation, diplomats are expected to bring their regional expertise to take 

the correct decisions on neighbours. 

2.Context: As India and the European Union (EU) meet at their 14th summit in New Delhi, they must go 

beyond business as usual. Trade and investment, science and technology, and innovation and education 

will remain on the Indo-European partnership platter, but such tactical cooperation will prove 

meaningless unless it is given a strategic and democratic direction to navigate an increasingly hostile 

global environment. 

EU-India Partnership: As the world’s two largest democracies, it is now time for Europe and India to 

infuse their relationship with a liberal vision for a transformed global order. Delhi has also accelerated 



 

 

outreach efforts in the Baltic and Central and Eastern Europe region, where China’s formidable Belt and 

Road Initiative (BRI) is changing the balance of power and threatening European unity. But if India is 

serious about engaging the EU and presenting itself as an alternative to China, it will have to open its 

market to European goods, services and investments. India will also have to invest in greater 

coordination security cooperation with Europe in overlapping spheres of influence. For example, it is 

puzzling that India continues to stay away from the EU-coordinated naval escort missions for the UN 

World Food Programme in the Indian Ocean, when China has already participated 11 times. 

Way ahead: For the EU, the challenge is to openly recognise that beyond mere economic and 

transactional interests, democratic India makes for a much more attractive and sustainable partner than 

China. Rooted in its democratic institutions and open societies, the Indian and European world views are 

far more similar than usually assumed. This is increasingly manifested in their converging interests to 

ensure Eurasian connectivity plans that are truly multilateral, and also financially and environmentally 

sustainable; the protection of international legal principles such as the freedom of navigation; or the 

development of regulatory frameworks that foster scientific and technological innovation under the rule 

of law. 

 


