
 

 

 

APTI Q 

The Hindu Dt:05/10/2017 

MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1.Swayam scheme started by which of the the following ministry of India?(Government Schemes) 

a) HRD 

b) Finance 

c) Textiles 

d) Urban developement  

2.The Noble Prize in Physics is awarded to the trio Rainer Weiss, Barry C. Barish and Kip S. Thorne for 

developing------------(Current Affairs) 

a) Electromagnetic waves 

b) Gravitaional waves 

c) Earthquake waves 

d) None of these 

3. The Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine 2017 was awarded jointly to Jeffrey C. Hall, Michael 

Rosbash and Michael W. Young "for their discoveries related to------------(Current Affairs) 

a)biological clock 

b)Immune system 

c) Exocrine system 

d) autophagy 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 



 

 

1.Do you think the new spell of uncertainty cloud is looming over West Asia in recent times?Critical 

analyze in the context of U.S. disagreement of  Iran’s compliance on the nuclear deal.(International 

Issues)(HINDU EDITORIAL) 

2.State whether NITI Aayog’s draft national energy policy(DNEP) fails to consider several critical 

issues involved in the ongoing energy transition?(Indian Economy) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1.a 

Explanation: The  course  will  be offered  through  ‘Swayam’,a platform for online educa-tion,  

imparting knowledge through Dish TV an initiative by HRD ministry. 

2.b 

Explanation: The Nobel Prize in Physics 2017 was divided, one half awarded to Rainer Weiss, the 

other half jointly to Barry C. Barish and Kip S. Thorne "for decisive contributions to the LIGO detector 

and the observation of gravitational waves". 

3.a 

Explanation: Jeffrey C. Hall, Michael Rosbash and Michael W. Young were able to peek inside our 

biological clock and elucidate its inner workings. Their discoveries explain how plants, animals and 

humans adapt their biological rhythm so that it is synchronized with the Earth's revolutions. 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

1.Context: West Asia is in a period of heightened uncertainty-------------- 

• In the Levant, regional powers are scrambling to fill the vacuum created by the steady 

dismantling of the Islamic State’s sham caliphate across Syria and Iraq. 

• Kurds, buoyed by their pivotal position in this race to Raqqa, have held an independence 

referendum, drawing the ire of their Iraqi, Turkish and Iranian neighbours, with every chance 

of a conflagration in disputed, oil-rich areas such as Kirkuk. 

• Turkey continues its authoritarian descent, as its relations with Europe grow sourer by the 

day.  

• In the Persian Gulf, a crisis within the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), pitting Saudi Arabia 

and the United Arab Emirates against maverick Qatar, has entered its sixth month, with no 

sign of resolution. 

• Within Saudi Arabia, the young and ambitious heir to the throne, Mohammed bin Salman, is 

experimenting with an unpredictable mix of reform and repression, with women permitted 

to drive at the same time as dissident poets, clerics and intellectuals are carted to jail. 

Iran nuclear deal crisis: The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), a nuclear deal agreed 

between Iran and six major powers, will celebrate its second anniversary on October 18. It was, and 

remains, a landmark piece of diplomacy, which recognised Iran’s right to enrich uranium in exchange 



 

 

for a battery of tough, but time-bound, limits on nuclear activity. Through an adroit mixture of 

pressure, incentives and dogged diplomacy, it defused a crisis that had burned since the 1990s, 

threatening to spiral into a war in the 2010s. Nevertheless, conservative forces in Israel, the Arab 

world, and the U.S. denounced the agreement. They complained that it did not address Iran’s non-

nuclear behaviour, such as support for Hezbollah and other militant organisations, and that the 

“sunset” clauses, which progressively relax the constraints on Iran over the next three decades, were 

too generous. 

Looking ahead: Not only would a war fail to eradicate Iran’s nuclear know-how, it would have far-

reaching regional consequences. Iran’s Revolutionary Guards could unleash Shia militia against U.S. 

troops in Iraq, and expand support to Afghan insurgents just as Mr. Trump’s surge gets underway. 

Saudi-Iran tensions would spike, and the risks of a U.S.-Russia confrontation in West Asia would 

jump dramatically. More broadly, abrogation of the JCPOA would be devastating for Washington’s 

credibility in future diplomacy. All this would be unwelcome news for India. While Indian imports of 

Iranian oil have been falling regardless, the Chabahar project, scheduled for completion next year, 

could face fresh obstacles. Iran-Pakistan relations may also shift unpredictably, and in ways that 

work against Indian interests. 

2.Context: The NITI Aayog’s Draft National Energy Policy (DNEP) predicts that between now and 

2040, there will be a quantum leap in the uptake of renewable energy together with a drastic 

reduction in fossil fuel energy intensity. Because of economic and population growth, India’s annual 

per-capita electricity consumption is expected to triple, from 1075 kWh in 2015-16 to over 2900 

kWh in 2040. The DNEP assumes 100% electrification throughout India in the near term — Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi recently announced that the government will invest $2.5 billion to provide 

electricity connections to every home in India by the end of 2018 — and steadily improving energy 

efficiency. But the DNEP fails to consider several critical issues involved in the ongoing energy 

transition. 

Based on coal: 

• The first anomaly is that while India claims it will make a big push for renewables, it will 

continue to rely on coal for its baseload generation. While renewables grow, coal power 

grows too. This duality is possible because India did not commit to any actual reductions in 

its greenhouse gas emissions at the Paris climate meeting in 2015. 

• The second anomaly is that even with this target, India will need only 741 million tonnes of 

coal in 2022 and 876 million tonnes in 2027. But the Ministry of Coal continues to push its 

ambitious targets to raise coal production to 1.5 billion tonnes by 2020, of which 500 million 

tonnes is expected to be produced by private coal mines and about 1 billion tonne by the 

public sector. 

• In the past three years, with slow industrial growth, independent coal producers have been 

faced with reduced demand for their power. Power plants, both public and private, have 

been running at merely 60% plant load capacity utilisation. Coal producers await respite and 

look to the ministries of coal and power for support. Such support may not be forthcoming. 

The conventional power industry already suffers a high level of bank loan defaults, 

insolvency and other legal proceedings. It is not surprising that new energy investors are 

crowding the nascent solar space. 



 

 

An electric future: 

• The DNEP fails to highlight the gradual substitution of internal combustion engines with 

electric vehicles. Several European nations have announced their plans to go for 100% 

electric vehicles in the next two decades. This transformation in the automobile sector could 

be accompanied by grid- and consumer-level electricity storage at homes, offices and 

factories. While storage and electric vehicles are cursorily mentioned, the DNEP does not 

focus on these crucial subjects. 

• The peaking of India’s oil demand could have been envisaged but has not been identified in 

the DNEP. On the one hand, the draft policy recognises that by 2040, India’s oil import 

dependence may reach 55% from the current level of 33%. On the other hand, it offers 

nothing to curtail such dependence. All that the DNEP offers is to promote use of public 

transportation and railways to reduce oil consumption. Unless electric transport is carefully 

planned, India’s dependence on imported oil is likely to continue. 

• The drafting committees need to examine the paradigm shifts occurring in storage and 

electric vehicles to promote new technologies in renewable energy, such as smart grids, 

smart homes, battery storage and concentrated solar heat and power. Why has India missed 

the revolutions in these technologies? India has also missed opportunities in the 

manufacturing of equipment. New institutions, organisations and funding mechanisms for 

promoting renewable technologies need to be created not later than this year’s end. 

 

 

 


