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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1.Lancet commission is related which of the following areas(Current Affairs) 

a) Health 

b) Education 

c) Women Empowerment 

d) Defence 

2. Khanderi& Karanj are which type of  warfares recently going to be introduced in Indian 

defence?(Current Affairs) 

a) Missile 

b) Scorpene 

c) Anti-tank missile 

d) Fighter Aircraft 

3.  According to  a  UN  Labour  report  re-leased  earlier  this  year, in percentage  terms, what will 

be the unem-ployment rate of India remain at in 2017-18?(Indian Economy) 

a) 3.5% 

b) 3.2% 

c) 3.4% 

d) 3.3% 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 



 

 

1.Briefly elucidate the different challenges of Sri Lankan economy is experiencing  in recent 

times.(International Issues)(HINDU EDITORIAL) 

2.Describe the reasons for spatial variability in precpitation in current year monsoon seasons in 

India. (Indian Geography) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1.a 

2.b 

Explanation: After the monsoon, the second Scorpene Khanderi began sea trials last week. As per 

schedule, it is expected to be commissioned within this year. The third submarine Karanj is on track 

to be launched by year-end. The Navy formally took delivery of the first submarine Kalvari on 

September 21 of the current year and is awaiting its induction. 

3.c 

Explanation: Unemployment  in India is projected to increase from  17.7 million  in 2016  to 17.8 

million  in  2017  and  18 million next year, according to  a  UN  Labour  report  re-leased  earlier  this  

year.  In percentage  terms,  unem-ployment rate will remain at 3.4% in 2017-18, according to the 

report. 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

1.Context: The Sri Lankan government recently released its ‘Vision 2025’ manifesto, heralding a new 

wave of economic reforms. Its timing coincided with the 40th anniversary of the island’s embrace of 

deregulation, trade liberalisation, and privatisation ahead of the rest of South Asia. While the 

current government seeks to revive neoliberal momentum, there is no assessment of the legacy of 

liberalisation even on narrow economic benchmarks. 

Challenges:  

• Growth in gross domestic product has been modest. It averaged 4.8% between 1978 and 

2009 compared to 3.5% between 1971 and 1976. Some of the initial expansion was from 

massive inflows of grants and soft loans, as Western donors and multilateral agencies rushed 

to reward a regime hailing the virtues of high growth, foreign investment, and free market 

capitalism. 

• Inequality has deepened: the Gini coefficient, which was 0.35 in 1973, worsened to 0.48 by 

2012-13. The richest 20% of households command 52.9% of income, or more than the rest 

combined; the poorest 20% muster only 4.5%. The bottom 40% of the population survive on 

under $2.50 per day. 

• Inflation is often runaway into double digits, whereas before 1970 it was under 3%. Cost of 

living has spiralled and household debt escalated. 

• Manufactured goods have soared in share of exports from 13.4% in 1977 to 77% in 2016, but 

are dominated by ready-made apparels which have negligible local value addition. 



 

 

• Agriculture has drastically declined in economic share to 7.1% in 2016 from 35.1% in 1970-

71, and in export composition to 22.6% in 2016 from 94.6% in 1970-71. It is still important to 

livelihood as over 70% of the population is rural, and marginally more are employed in 

agriculture (27.1%) than in industry (26.4%). 

• All regimes have bridged the chasm between income and expenditure with loans. External 

debt has ballooned to $46.6 billion (from under $942 million in 1976), diverting resources 

from public spending to debt-servicing. 

• Foreign direct investment last year was only $898 million, whereas foreign loans totalled 

$1.287 billion. This has been the pattern despite generous incentives to private capital and 

wage repression in the export sector. 

Looking ahead: The promise of “inclusive and equitable growth and development” in Vision 2025 is 

deceitful, recycling as it does the market fundamentalism that brought prosperity only to the few in 

Sri Lanka. 

2.Context: The Indian summer monsoon has changed. Successively unpredictable and volatile 

monsoons have ratcheted up the spectre of a “new normal” in monsoons- an alternating assault of 

extreme rain and absolutely none. However, evidence for this change that is underway and its 

pathways is still being put together. 

Role of the Arabian Sea & Spatial Variability of precipitation: 

• Traditionally, atmospheric lows and cyclonic depressions forming over the Bay of Bengal 

have been associated with surges in monsoon activity. However, the current paper shows 

that while this circulation has been weakening, the increase in extreme events over central 

India is rather linked to moisture-laden winds originating from the Arabian Sea. The study 

finds that along with an increased variability, monsoon winds from the Arabian Sea have 

been driving surges of moisture supply and causing heavy precipitation events across central 

India. 

• Researchers used reanalysis modelling for the entire study period to show that low-level 

monsoon westerlies from the Arabian Sea have grown stronger and are increasing the 

probability of extreme rain events over central India. 

• To further validate this point, researchers used Dynamic Recycling Modelling (DRM) to trace 

the contribution of different sources to the precipitation over a region. The modelling 

revealed that the largest contributor—providing more than one-third of the moisture 

involved in extreme rain events over central India—is the Arabian Sea. The other sources 

were found to be locally recycled moisture (29 per cent), the Bay of Bengal (26 per cent) and 

the central Indian Ocean (nine per cent). 

• Although ominous in its analyses, the study does offer some hope in terms of likelihood of 

predicting such events beforehand. Researchers have found that the extreme weather 

events are preceded by warming of the sea surface as well as an increase in air temperature 

in the northern Arabian Sea and around Pakistan and northwest India respectively. They 

claim that the positive correlation between warming and extreme events opens up a 

window of about 2-3 weeks for predicting impending events. 

• While the central Indian Ocean has warmed up, the Indian peninsular region has not 

warmed up compared to other regions in the tropics leading to reduced land-sea 



 

 

temperature difference. “Probably the cooling caused by aerosol and the reduced land-sea 

temperature difference in recent years is what is causing the weakening of the monsoon 

winds and decline in monsoon rainfall. 

• At the same time, the northern Arabian Sea is becoming increasingly warm leading to more 

moist air over the Arabian Sea. In addition, the northern Arabian Sea gets warmer (1-2 

degrees C) 2-3 weeks prior to extreme events. As a result, there is 20-40% more evaporation 

and increased moisture levels over the Arabian Sea before an extreme event. This gets 

transported over central India resulting in extreme rainfall events. 


