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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1. With reference to INS Kalvari, which of the following statements is/are correct? (Current Affairs) 

I. It is the first Indian-made stealth submarine made under the Make in India initiative. 

II. It is built by Mazagon Dock Limited (MDL) in collaboration with the French company DCNS  

Select Codes: 

a) I 

b) II 

c) I,II 

d) None of these. 

2. Recently B4 boat lab is in the news; it is associated with which Indian river. (Ecology and Bio-

diversity) 

a) Ganga 

b) Brahmaputra  

c) Mahanadi 

d) Godavari 

 



 

 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1. In the context of Afghan problem; do you think India has always been a part of the solution?(Foreign 

Affairs) 

2. Is Sardar Sorovar Dam is boon or bane? Critically comment. (Social Issues) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1.c 

2.b 

Explanation: B4’ – the ‘Brahmaputra Biodiversity and Biology Boat’, work on which will commence by 

December, will initially cover the region from Pasighat, Dibrigargh, Neemati, Tejpur and Guwahati in the 

state of Assam. 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

 

1.Context: Mr. Trump’s policy envisages more pressure on Pakistan, no early U.S. withdrawal from 

Afghanistan, robust military action on counterterrorism and a greater role for India. It is for the first time 

that a U.S. President has been publicly so critical of Pakistan. In 2009, President Barack Obama had 

spoken of Pakistan’s lack of action, but not so strongly and harshly as his successor. Sharp words on 

Pakistan have been said at different levels by earlier U.S. administrations too. 

India-Afghanistan ties: 

• Indo-Afghan relations are unique. Just after Independence, on January 4, 1950, India signed a 

Treaty of Friendship with Afghanistan which also permitted opening of consulates in each 

other’s country.  

• The basic tenets of India’s aims, policy and approach towards Afghanistan in respect of bilateral 

and regional cooperation remain unchanged. India has always wanted a democratic, stable and 

strong Afghanistan able to decide its own future. 

• India has a close strategic partnership with Afghanistan covering a broad spectrum of areas 

which include political, security, trade and economic cooperation as well as capacity 



 

 

development. India’s assistance in the defence sector has been modest and based on specific 

requests by the government of Afghanistan. The cumulative level of committed Indian 

assistance to Afghanistan amounts to $2 billion.  

• New Delhi is always ready for more intensive bilateral relations. It has been at the forefront in 

respect of assistance for the reconstruction of Afghanistan and can be expected to do more in 

different sectors. Surveys conducted by various Afghan and foreign news agencies over the 

years show that the Afghan people ranked Indian assistance as the most suitable because of the 

positive role India played in the development programme of Afghanistan.  

• India could assist Afghanistan in training as per their requirement and supplying much-needed 

spare parts and such equipment as is possible without deployment of Indian troops in 

Afghanistan. 

Concluding thoughts: India is in favour of a reconciliation process which has overall Afghan support and 

is based on internationally accepted redlines. India supports the Afghan quest for peace and 

reconciliation. Indeed peace and reconciliation were embedded in the very first international compact 

on Afghanistan, in the text of the Bonn Agreement of December 2001. Renunciation of violence will help 

this process. For regional security there must be closer involvement of regional powers in international 

efforts to ensure non-interference and a stable Afghanistan; this also requires involvement of the 

Central Asian Republics, which border Afghanistan. It is important for India to coordinate its efforts with 

those of Russia and Iran to ensure success. The U.S. will benefit in helping this to happen. 

3. Sardar Sarovar Dam: The Sardar Sarovar Dam is a gravity dam on the Narmada river near Navagam, 

Gujarat in India. Four Indian states, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Maharastra and Rajasthan, receive water 

and electricity supplied from the dam. The foundation stone of the project was laid out by Prime 

Minister Jawaharlal Nehru on April 5, 1961. The project took form in 1979 as part of a development 

scheme to increase irrigation and produce hydroelectricity. The dam was inaugurated by Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi on September 17, 2017. 

Argument in favor of boon--------------------- 

• The benefits from the project are immense. Nearly 18.45 lakh hectares of land are projected to 

be irrigated in Gujarat — a very large area by any standards. Besides, 2.46 lakh hectares in 

Rajasthan will be also irrigated. This will increase agricultural production to the tune of about 87 

lakh tonnes per annum. Then, there is an installed hydropower capacity of 1,450 MW, which 



 

 

would be generating about 100 crore units of electricity per year. Drinking water will be 

provided to 9,500 villages, 173 towns of Gujarat and 124 villages of Rajasthan. 

• The project will provide flood protection to an area of about 30,000 hectares which is prone to 

the fury of floods. And about a million jobs will be created mostly in rural areas as a result of the 

project. Most of the areas covered are drought-prone and parched areas. A certain portion of 

the water will also be used for industrial purposes. In addition, there are benefits to the 

environment. The Shoolpaneshwar Wildlife Sanctuary area is going to increase from 150 square 

kilometres to 607 square kilometres. 

• Environment safeguards have been put in place. Trees are being planted. A total of 76.1 million 

tree saplings have been planted; for every tree submerged, 92 are being planted. About 4,650 

hectares are marked for compulsory afforestation. 

Argument in favor of bane---------------------- 

• The project is still incomplete (even after downscaling the canal network by about 18,000 km), 

as per Gujarat government figures, with over 30,000 km of canals yet to be completed; the 

Garudeshwar Dam downstream from the SSP is still under construction (without any social and 

environment impact assessment). 

• Social and environmental impacts have gone far beyond what was estimated at the outset when 

the project was cleared in the late 1980s. Rehabilitation of even the submergence-affected 

population is about 80% incomplete. 

• There are many other dimensions of the impacts of the project. For example, the 150-km stretch 

of the Narmada downstream from the dam is now dry most of the year and the claim of 600 

cusecs (cubic feet per second) being released not immediately downstream but several 

kilometres from the dam is not supported by any clinching evidence. 

• In any case, that quantum was not the result of any participatory assessment, and is not 

sufficient to stop even salinity ingress, as was seen in the last several years. The livelihood of at 

least 10,000 families depending on the Narmada estuary stands destroyed, without any one 

talking about any rehabilitation or compensation. Similarly, there is no rehabilitation for all the 

other categories of people displaced by the dam. 

• Lastly the best way to know if the project is a boon or bane would be through an independent 

review of the project. Such reviews happened at least twice, one set up by the World Bank, 



 

 

another by the Government of India. In both cases, the outcome was the same: the project in its 

current form should not go ahead. That answer was available about 25 years ago. 

Concluding remark: 

The Sardar Sarovar Project needs to be reimagined in today’s context. Gujarat’s irrigation challenge is 

the annual ₹10,000 crore subsidy bill for farm power supply. Spreading SSP water on depleted aquifers 

can cut this bill down to a quarter, bolster the finances of distribution companies and cutpower cost for 

the industry. Flouride in groundwater that most Gujaratis use for drinking is a public health time bomb. 

Bringing SSP water to every home can defuse this. 

With 11 BCM in live storage, Gujarat can ensure water for people and livestock for two successive 

droughts. But all these can happen only if it creates and masters a distribution system that carries dam 

water to every home and every field. 


