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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1.With reference to recent zero hunger programme initiated  by Government,which of the following 

statements is/are correct?(Government schemes) 

I. India’s ambitious Zero Hunger Programme through interventions in farm sector will be launched on 

occasion of World Food Day (October 16). 

II. The Programme initially will be launched in three districts – Gorakhpur (Uttar Pradesh), Koraput 

(Odisha) and Thane (Maharashtra).  

Select Codes: 

a) I 

b) II 

c) I,II 

d) None of these. 

2. With reference to TRIPS (Trade Related Intellectual Property Rights) Plus ,which of the following 

statements is/are correct?(WTO & Issues) 

I. TRIPs Plus are higher level of protection norms demanded by the developing countries that are not 

prescribed by the WTO’s TRIPs regime. 

II. An example for advanced norms under TRIPs Plus is the protection demanded for data exclusivity. 

Select Codes: 



 

 

a) I 

b) II 

c) I,II 

d) None of these. 

3. Hague Abduction Convention is recently in news, with reference to it which of the following 

statements is/are correct? (India & World) 

I. It provides an expeditious method to return a child internationally abducted by a parent from one 

member country to another. 

II.India is one of its 98 signatories. 

Select Codes: 

a) I 

b) II 

c) I,II 

d) None of these. 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1.“The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)’s recent Trade and 

Development Report calls for stronger measures to protect domestic sectors against the undue 

domination of large companies, particularly in high-profit sectors such as pharmaceuticals, media and 

information and communications technology (ICT).”Critically analyze the statement in the context of 

TRIP Plus agenda in software and pharmaceutical industries in India.(International Organization) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1. c 

2. a 

Explanation: TRIPs Plus are higher level of protection norms demanded by the developed countries that 

are not prescribed by the WTO’s TRIPs regime. 



 

 

3. a 

Explanation: India is not one of its 98 signatories. 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

1.Context: The UNCTAD’s recent Trade and Development Report calls for stronger measures to protect 

domestic sectors against the undue domination of large companies, particularly in high-profit sectors 

such as pharmaceuticals, media and information and communications technology (ICT), where foreign 

companies still account for most of the transfer of profits across borders. Warning against trade deals 

that seek to protect the status quo, the report identifies patents as an instrument of unfair market 

power across markets. The report uses data for U.S. multinational companies (MNCs) and their foreign 

affiliates in India to show that patent reforms have led to significant increases in the rates of return to 

affiliates of American companies by enabling monopoly profits when compared to publicly listed and 

locally headquartered companies, which are increasingly being left behind. In the pharmaceutical sector, 

for example, the analysis that ranges 20 years (from 1996) shows that profits of domestic companies are 

in sharp decline since the late 2000s while those for the American MNC affiliates operating in the Indian 

market are rising steeply. A similar trend is visible in the ICTs sector as well. 

 TRIPS-Plus: 

• TRIPs Plus are higher level of protection norms demanded by the developed countries that are 

not prescribed by the WTO’s TRIPs regime 

• Although they are named as ‘TRIPS-Plus,’ they are not formally related to TRIPs 

• Rather, the term is used to indicate that these requirements go beyond the minimum standards 

imposed by TRIPs 

• Many developing countries who are members of FTAs are under pressure to enact these 

tougher conditions in their patent laws. 

• The developing countries have concerns over the higher level of protection demanded by the 

developed world 

• They fear that once such levels of protection are given multilaterally, it will reduce competition 

and may led to price rise of medicines, affecting health security in poor countries. 

Future of pharmaceutical and software sectors in India: 

• For India, the fate of its pharmaceutical and software sectors depends on the balance, and 

guaranteeing fair and unfettered competition. 



 

 

• It will be critical to ensure that we do not lose more ground to global companies abroad and at 

home(due to our patent and IPR rules) 

• In the pharmaceutical sector, the analysis that ranges 20 years (from 1996) shows that profits of 

domestic companies are in sharp decline since the late 2000s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


