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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1. The East Turkestan Islamic Movement (ETIM) is a Muslim separatist group,based in which of the 

following countries?(Current Affairs) 

a) Uzebiksthan 

b) Kazkhasthan 

c) Mongolia 

d)China 

2. How many states which share international border with Bhutan?(Indian Geography) 

a) 4 

b) 5 

c) 3 

d) 2 

3. With reference to the SAMPADA scheme, which of the following statements is/are correct? 

(Government Schemes) 



 

 

I. The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has approved renaming of SAMPADA (Scheme for 

Agro-Marine Processing and Development of Agro-Processing Clusters) as Pradhan Mantri Kisan 

Sampada Yojana (PMKSY). 

II. The objective of the scheme is to supplement agriculture, modernize processing and decrease 

agricultural-waste. 

 Select Codes: 

a) I 

b) II 

c) I,II 

d) None of these. 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1. State whether Sub-categorisation of OBCs provides an opening to ensure social justice works better? 

(Social Issues) 

2. Do you think association of Fatah and Hamas rebellion outfit will revive the Palestinian peace 

process? (International Issues) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1. d 

Explanation: The East Turkestan Islamic Movement (ETIM) is a Muslim separatist group founded by 

militant Uighurs, members of the Turkic-speaking ethnic majority in northwest China’s Xinjiang province. 

2.a 

Explanation: The Bhutan-India Border is the international boundary between the Kingdom of Bhutan 

and the Republic of India. The border is 699 km long, and adjoins the Indian states of Assam (267 km), 

Arunachal Pradesh (217 km), West Bengal (183 km), and Sikkim (32 km). 

3.c 



 

 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

1. Context: Regardless of the political impulse that led the government to announce creation of a 

committee to look into sub-categorisation of Other Backward Classes (OBC), it provides an opening to 

ensure social justice in an efficient manner. The biggest challenge India faces is that the groups 

perceived to be disadvantaged consist of a very large segment of Indian society, while public policies are 

highly limited in scope. 

Sub –categorization: 

• Some illustrative statistics are eye-opening. The National Sample Survey (NSS) data from 2011-

12 show that about 19% of the sample claims to be Dalit, 9% Adivasi, and 44% OBC. While some 

of these claims may be aspirational rather than real, this totals a whopping 72%. Among the 

population aged 25-49, less than 7% have a college degree. 

• By most estimates, less than 3% of the whole population is employed in government and public-

sector jobs. Since reservations cover only half the college seats and public-sector jobs, the 

mismatch is obvious. A vast proportion of the population eligible for reservations must still 

compete for a tiny number of reserved and non-reserved category jobs. It is not surprising that 

there is tremendous internal competition within groups. 

• While the Supreme Court would not allow reservations to exceed 50%, frankly it does not 

matter. Whether available public sector jobs cover 1.5% of the population or 3%, these will only 

offer opportunities to a minuscule fraction of individuals in reserved categories. Hence, the only 

viable option is to reduce the size of the eligible population, possibly along the lines of sub-

categorisation proposed by the government. 

• However, while the media and claimants to the coveted OBC status such as Jats, Kapus and 

Patels are busy arguing over the merits of this proposal, very little attention is paid to the 

practical challenges facing sub-categorisation 

Ensuring social security: The present move by the government to rethink OBC quota creates a wedge 

that could potentially be used to ensure that we have better data on caste-based disadvantages for 

future discourse. It is somewhat disheartening to think that even after 70 years of Independence, we 

still must rely on a colonial Census to tell us about the condition of various castes in India. It also 

indicates a mood that wants to ensure that the benefits of reservation are widely spread. Increased 



 

 

attempts at linking benefits to Aadhaar allow us with an option to ensure that reservation benefits are 

not captured by a few. Let us use this opportunity to reshape the nature of affirmative action in India. 

2.Fatah: Fataḥ formerly the Palestinian National Liberation Movement is a Palestinian nationalist 

political party and the largest faction of the confederated multi-party Palestine Liberation Organization 

(PLO).Fatah is generally considered to have had a strong involvement in revolutionary struggle in the 

past and has maintained a number of militant groups.Fatah had been closely identified with the 

leadership of its founder Yasser Arafat, until his death in 2004. Since Arafat's departure, factionalism 

within the ideologically diverse movement has become more apparent. 

Hamas: Hamas is a Palestinian Sunni-Islamic fundamentalist organization. It has a social service wing, 

Dawah, and a military wing, the Izz ad-Din al-Qassam Brigades. It has been the de facto governing 

authority of the Gaza Strip since its takeover of that area in 2007.During this period it fought several 

wars with Israel. It is regarded, either in whole or in part, as a terrorist organization by several countries 

and international organizations, most notably by Israel, the United States and the European Union 

Coming together in revival of peace process: 

• Over the past decade, while Israel has steadily tightened its occupation of the West Bank, the 

Palestinian leadership has been unable to either mount an effective resistance or launch a 

convincing peace bid, mainly because of the divisions within. Both Fatah and Hamas held talks 

several times, but in vain, about solving differences and forming a unity government. 

• Hamas’s decision to dissolve the Gaza administrative committee and hold talks with Fatah is the 

strongest signal yet from the Islamist group that it is ready to cooperate in finding common 

ground with its political rival. 

• This moderation offers an opportunity not just for Fatah but for other stakeholders as well. If 

Fatah and Hamas form a national government and ease the many restrictions currently in place 

on Gaza, it would be a huge relief for the territory’s 1.8 million people. 

• A united bloc would also enhance the bargaining power of the Palestinians vis-à-vis Israel. The 

international community should also realise the potential of these changes and respond 

positively by putting pressure on Israel to come forward for a new round of the peace process.  

 

 


