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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1. With reference to Sardar Sorovar Dam,which of the following statements is/are correct?(Current 

Affairs) 

I. Sardar Sarovar project is the second biggest dam in the world after the Grand Coulee Dam in the 

United States. 

II. As per the arrangement, the power generated from the Sardar Sarovar Dam will be shared among 

Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat and Rajasthan. 

Select Codes: 

a) I 

b) II 

c) I,II 

d) None of these. 

2. World celebrates the International day for the preservation of Ozone on which of the following dates-

------------ (Ecology and Environment) 

a) September 16 

b) September 17 



 

 

c) September 18 

d) September 19 

3. Exercise Yudh Abhyas – 2017, a joint military exercise between Indian and------------------(Current 

Affairs) 

a) England 

b) Russia 

c) U.S.A 

d) Japan 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1.State whether the India-Japan recent alignment sets the stage for the reordering of the Asian strategic 

landscape?Critically comment.(Foreign Affairs) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1.a 

Explanation: As per the arrangement, the power generated from the Sardar Sarovar Dam will be shared 

among Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat. About 57% of the electricity produced from the 

Sardar Sarovar Dam would go to Maharashtra while Madhya Pradesh will get 27% and Gujarat 16%. 

2.a 

Explanation: Every year, on September 16, the World celebrates the International day for the 

preservation of Ozone layer as the World Ozone Day. During the United Nations convention in Vienna 

for the Montreal Protocol, the General Assembly declared September 16 as the World Ozone day in 

order to remind the world of the depleting ozone layer. The first ozone hole was discovered 30 years 

ago in May 1985 over Antarctica. 

3.c 

Explanation: Exercise Yudh Abhyas – 2017, a joint military exercise between Indian and US armies has 

commenced at Joint Base Lewis McChord, Washington, USA. 



 

 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

 

1. Context: It is against this backdrop that Japanese Prime Minister Shinzō Abe’s visit to India took place 

last week. The contours of a new relationship were defined during Mr. Abe’s earlier tenure, in 2006-07, 

when annual summits were introduced, the relationship became a ‘Special Strategic and Global 

Partnership’, Japan was invited to join in the Malabar naval exercises and a Joint Declaration on Security 

Cooperation was concluded. Since then, significant content has been added. 

India-Japan bilateral relationship: 

• A singular achievement was the conclusion of the agreement for Cooperation in the Peaceful 

Uses of Nuclear Energy last year. Under negotiation for five years, this was a sensitive issue for 

Japan given the widespread anti-nuclear sentiment (though Japan enjoys the U.S. nuclear 

umbrella) and (misplaced) faith in the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty; it would not have gone 

through but for Mr. Abe’s personal commitment. 

• To deepen strategic understanding, the two sides initiated a 2+2 Dialogue involving the Foreign 

and Defence Ministries in 2010. A memorandum on enhancing defence and technology/security 

cooperation was signed and talks on acquiring the amphibious maritime surveillance ShinMaywa 

US-2i began in 2013. 

• Trilateral dialogue involving both the U.S. and Japan and covering strategic issues was elevated 

to ministerial level in 2014. Japanese participation in the Malabar exercises, suspended because 

of Chinese protests, was restored in 2015. Once the agreement for the 12 US-2i aircraft is 

concluded with a follow-up acquisition as part of Make in India, the strategic relationship will 

begin to acquire critical mass. 

 

• However the strategic partnership needs stronger economic ties. Today, India-Japan trade 

languishes at around $15 billion, a quarter of trade with China while Japan-China trade is around 

$300 billion.  

• Another major initiative is the recently launched Asia-Africa Growth Corridor to build 

connectivity for which Japan has committed $30 billion and India $10 billion. This adds a critical 



 

 

dimension to the ‘global partnership’ between the two countries. However, to make this 

productive, India needs to change its style of implementing projects abroad, most of which have 

been plagued by cost and time over-runs.  

Concluding thoughts: 

Therefore, the primary focus during the recent visit has been on economic aspects. The Mumbai-

Ahmedabad high speed rail corridor is more than symbolism, in demonstrating that high-cost Japanese 

technology is viable in developing countries and that India has the absorption capacity to master it. 

Completing it in five years is a management challenge but the bigger challenge will be to transfer the 

know-how of best practices to other sectors of the economy. 

Ensuring effective implementation and setting up mechanisms for delivery will align Mr. Modi’s Act East 

policy with Mr. Abe’s Free and Open Indo-Pacific Strategy. 

 

 

 


